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PREFACE. 


nr^HERE  is  a  difpofition,  not  only  in  individuals, 
^  but  in  nations  of  men,  to  magnify  all  things 
relating  to  themfelves  beyond  their  juft  dimenftons 
and  proportions^  The  Chinefe,  in  their  delineations 
of  the  world,  were  wont*  to  reprefent  their  own 
empire  as  one  vaft  fquare,  occupying  the  greater 

part,  by  far,  of  the  earth  j  and,  all  other  nations  as 

’  _  -  \ 

forming  only  infignificant  fpecks,  here  and  there, 
around  it.  The  enlargement  of  knowledge  is  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  enlargement  of  candour.  It  is  in  the 

i  « 

nature  of  fcience  to  quell  the  extravagant  fuggeftions 
of  vanity  and  felf-love,  to  embrace  a  wider  and  wider 
fphere  of  obfervation,  to  view  events  in  relations  and 

*  -A  growing  intercourfe  with  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  late  interferences,  on  the  Chinefe  frontier,  of  the  Ruffians,  and 
onr  Eaft-India  Company,  has  begun,  we  prefume,  fomewhat  to  abate 
this  ridiculous  prejudice. 

A  confequences 
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confequences  more  and  more  remote,  and  to  keep 
an  eye  not  only  on  the  affairs  of  one  fociety  of  men 
but  alfo  on  thofe  of  others.  Curiofity  is  in  proportion 
to  intellectual  improvement, 

It  may,  we  fear,  appear  at  firft  light  to  our  Readers,  , 
that  we  had  loft  fight  of  the  truth  of  thefe  obfervations, 
when,  in  drawing  up  the  Hiftory  of  Europe  for  1797,* 
we  devoted  fo  large  a  portion  of  our  fpace  to  the 
affairs  of  Great  Britain,  But  it  will  foon  be  perceived, 
that,  the  Britifh  hiftory  for  that  year  comprehends 
events  more  important  to  Europe,  and,  to  the  Britiflv 
nation,  particularly,  more  ftriking  and  alarming  than- 

i 

thofe  of  any  year  preceding  it,  fince  the  commence- 
ment  of  the  Annual  Regifter-— without  were  fightings, 
within  were  fears  :  ”  Not  only  the  Britifti  conftitution 
trembled  on  the  pivot  of  fortune,  but  the  political 
balance  of  Europe .  An  extenfion  of  the  Britifti  hif¬ 
tory,  beyond  its  ufual  limits,  was  unavoidable. — To 
fwell  this  part  of  our  Work,  by  copious  accounts  of 
parliamentary  debates,  with  other  domeftic  tranfaftions , 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  by  a  proportionable  reduftion, 

1  V  s 

to  confine  the  hiftory  of  all  Europe  befides,  to  one- 

fifth*  or  even  £U.th,  part  of  our  narrative,  would  be 

a  great 
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z  great  faving  of  labour ;  and,  indeed,  an  eafy  matter. 
But  it  is  impoftible,  that  any  intelligent  and  liberal 
mind  fhould  approve  of  fuch  economy.  Our  Readers 
will  do  us  the  jufcice  to  acknowledge,  that  our  Annual 
volumes  are  not  written  on  this  plan :  if,  in  the  prefent, 
we  have  brought  forward  Great  Britain,  which,  at  all 
times,  makes  fo  confpicuous  a  figure  in  the  circle  of 
civilization,  fiill  more  prominently  than  ufual,  this 
conduct,  by  the  clouded  afpedt  of  the  political  horizon, 
in  our  quarter,  is  abundantly  juftified. 

From  a  combination  of  caufes,  to  which  we  have 
been,  at  different  times,  compelled  to  allude,  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  Annual  Regifter  was  every  year  more 
and  more  protracted  :  and  the  complaint  was  juft,  that 
it  had  become  extremely  dilatory,  if  not,  as  was  ap~ 
prehended  by  fome,  uncertain.  The  publication  of 
this  Volume  at  this  time,  in  which  we  have  faithfully 
obferved,  and  even  fomewhat  exceeded,  the  engage¬ 
ment  we  came  under  in  our  Volume  for  1793,  will, 
we  truft,  afford  to  our  Readers  an  earned  of  that 
affiduous  zeal  with  which  we  endeavour  to  give  them 
fatisfaftion, 

i+i  .  *  -  ^  i 
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Comparative  View  of  the  Confederacy  and  the  French  Republic ,  at  the  Clofe 
of  1796. — Spain,  drawn  into  an  Alliance  with  France,  declares  JVar 
againft  England. — Conjoined  Efforts  of  the  French *  Spanijh,  and  Dutch * 
Fleets,  for  overthrowing  the  naval  Domination  of  England, — JVar  in  Italy » 
—Capture  of  Mantua. — Political  Conduit  and  military  Preparations  of 
the  Court  of  Rome.— letters  from  Buonaparte  to  the  Cardinal  Matted .— 
The  Cardinal’s  Anfwer.—The  Court  of  Madrid  refufes  its  Mediation ,  in 
Behalf  of  the  Pope,  with  the  French  Republic. — Republican  Party  in  Rome f 
and-  other  Parts  of  the  Eccle/iafical  States. — Buonaparte  declares  JVar 
again fl.  the  Pope. — A  French  Army  enters  the  Papal  Dominions.™—* 
The  Papal  Troops  completely  routed. — - Buonaparte ,  by  Promifes  and 
Threats,  induces  the  Romans  to  fubmit,  to  the  French,  without  the  Effifion 
of  Blood. — Takes  Poffejion  of  feveral  Provinces  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Statesi, 
— Advances  towards  Rome. — Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  Pope*  * 


THE  rapid  progrefs  of  the 
French  arms,  in  1796,  pro¬ 
duced  different  fenfations  on  the 
oppodte  tides  of  the  mountains. 
The  Italian  dates  and  princes  were 
druck  with  terror.  But  a  fpirit 
of  indignation  and  exertion  was 
rouzed  in  Germany;  wrhere  the 
tide  of  fortune,  towards  the  end 
Yon,  XXXIX. 


of  the  year.  Was  completely  turn¬ 
ed.  On  the  termination  of  the 
armidice*  between  the  Andrians 
and  the  French*  in  the  month  of 
May,  in  tha  year,  the  army  of  the 
Sambre  and  Meufe,  under  Jourdan. 
penetrated  into  i danconia;  that  of 
the  Rhine  and  Mofelle,  under  Mo¬ 
reau,  into  the  heart  of  Germany 
[  B  ]  and 
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and  feem'ed  on  a  quick  inarch  to 
Vienna.  The  authority  of  the 
arc! 'duke  Charles,  now  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  Audrian  armies  on 
the  Rhine,  re  drained  diffentions 
and  conteds  among  general  officers: 
his  example  infpired  courage  into 
every  officer  and  foldier:  and  his 
courage,  guided  by  cool  delibera¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  prompt  decifion,  in 
the  very  throat  of  danger  and  fate, 
was  victorious. 

Yet,  on  the  whole,  on  weighing 
the  prosperous  againft  the  adverle 
events  of  the  year,  the  balance  was 
greatly  in  favour  of  the  French  re¬ 
public.  Jourdan,  though  defeated 
in  feveral  engagements,  by  the 
young  Andrian  hero,  had  been  able 
to  effebt  his  retreat  to  Dudeldorf. 
And  Moreau,  who,  for  want  of  a 
t  hird  French  army,  was  ex  poled  on 
his  flanks,  to  total  exciflon  or  cap¬ 
ture,  had  made  a  maflerly  retreat, 
and  conducted  the  main  body  of  his 
army,  through  many  dangers  and 
conflids,  acrofs  the  Rhine,  into  a 
fituation of  fafety,  within  the  French 
frontier.  Thus,  though  the  French 
were  repulled  from  Germany,  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  their  arms,  even  in  that  quar¬ 
ter,  was  unimpaired,  while,  in  ano- 
ther,they  wereglorioufly  triumphant. 

The  policy  of  France  was  not 
lefs  fuccefsfel.  After  detaching 
Pruffia  and  Spain  from  the  con¬ 
federacy,  (lie  had  fucceeded,  through 
dint  of  artifice  and  intrigue,  in 
connebting  herfelf  with  both  of 
thefe  powers  by  a  clofe  alliance. 
The  former  of  thefe  had  not,  indeed, 
publicly  declared  in  its  favour,  but 
was  well  underftood  to  be  lo  inti¬ 
mately  connebted  with  the  republic  ; 
that,  in  cafe  of  abfolute  neceffity, 
no  doubt  was  entertained  of  its  de¬ 
termination  to  aflift  France  to  the 
Htmoft  of  its  capacity.  The  latter 
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having,  in  the  year  1795,  con¬ 
cluded  a  peace  with  the  republic, 
had  afterwards  entered  into  an 
alliance,  defective  and  offienlive, 
with  it,  that  was  explicitly  levelled 
at  Great  Britain.  This  treaty, 
which  took  place  in  Augufl,  1796, 
was  followed,  in  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  Obiober,  by  a  formal  decla¬ 
ration  of  war  againd  England,  and 
by  the  preparation  of  a  formidable 
naval  ffirength,  to  abt  in  conjunction 
with  that  of  France.  In  Italy,  every 
prince  and  flate  was  either  in  peace 
or  confederacy  with  the  French,  the 
pope  alone  excepted  ;  whofe  fitua- 
tion,  however,  w?as  fuch,  that  he 
could  not  long  defer  fubmiffion  to 
tiieir  own  terms.  Germany  could 
not  be  reputed  hoftile  to  France. 
Though  certainly  averle  to  the  en¬ 
trance  of  its  armies  into  the  empire, 
yet  the  feeondary  ranks  of  princes 
and  dates,  of  which  it  is  compofcd, 
were  not  diffatisfied  at  the  humilia¬ 
tion  of  Auftria,  of  which  they  dread¬ 
ed  the  power  and  pretentions. 
Thefe  were  permanent,  and  had 
often  endangered  the  liberties  of 
•Germany :  wdiereas,  the  irruptions 
of  the  French  could  never  be  more 
than  occafional  and  tranfitory.  The 
precedents  of  former  times  had 
fhewn,  that  the  politics  of  France, 
which  muff  continue  the  fame, 
whether  it  were  a  monarchy  or  a 
republic,  would  always  aim  at  hold¬ 
ing  the  balance  between  the  head 
and  the  members  of  the  empire. 
In  the  north  of  Europe,  the  tw7o 
kingdoms  of  Denmark  and  Sweden 
were  too  confcious  of  the  impend¬ 
ing  power  of  R  uffia,  to  lend  them- 
lelves  to  the  depredion  of  France, 
which  they  now  contidered  as  ne- 
cefiary  to  preferve  the  dominion  of 
the  Baltic  equally  divided  between 
thofe  three  potentates. 
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To  all  the  other  circumftances 
that  tended  to  encourage  the  hopes, 
and  inflame  the  ambition  of  the 
French  republic;  is  to  be  added  the 
death  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia. 
Though  it  might  leem  to  a  found 
politician, unwarped  by  prejudice  or 
paflion,  that  an  emperor  of  Ruflia 
could  not  be  other  than  hoftile  to 
the  friends  of  Sweden  and  the  Porte, 
and  the  patrons  of  revolution  in 
Poland  ;  yet  there  was  generally  in 
fovereign  princes,  as  well  as  in 
prime  mini  ft  ers  and  governors  of  all 
kinds,  a  jealoufy  of  the  very  fha.de, 
and  a  dilpofltion  to  recede  in  their 
condudt,  from  the  meafutes  and 
maxims  of  their  predeceflbrs.  Nei¬ 
ther  the  temper  and  genius  of  Paul  I. 
nor  the  terms  on  which  he  had  lived 
with  his  illiiftrious  mother,  gave 
any  reafon  to  expect  that  he 
would  ftricily  adhere  to  her  plans, 
and  adopt  her  intentions.  In  fa6t, 
lie  had  no  (boner  mounted  the  throne 
of  Ruflia,  than  he  countermanded 
the  orders  that  had  been  given  for 
the  march  of  the  troops  to  Gallicia. 
He  entered  into  a  negociation  for  a 
lettlement  of  an  old  debt,  due  by  the 
Fviiffian  government,  to  the  Seven 
United  Provinces,  and  for  the  efta- 
blilhment  of  a  treaty  of  commerce; 
He  fhewed-a  difpofition  to  become 
a  mediator  for  peace,  in  danger  of 
being  broken,  between  the  A  Adri¬ 
ans  and  Prufiians,  and  feemed  even 
ambitious  of  being  the  arbiter  of  a 
general  peace  in  Europe. 

Thus  Great  Britain  and  Auflria 
were  the  foie  adverfaries  that  France 
had  now  to  encounter.  But  the 
fucceflbs  of  its  arms  had  fo  com¬ 
pletely  defeated  all  the  projects 
they  had  jointly  engaged  in  againft 
it,  that  no  appreheniions  were  en¬ 
tertained  of  their  being  able  to  turn 
the  Icale  of  fortune  by  any  fubfe- 


quent  efforts.  The  efficacy  of  thefe 
mil  ft  naturally  be  diminifhed  pro- 
portionably  to  the  Ioffes  and  difeom- 
fitures  they  had  met  with,  and 
would,  probably,  ftill  experience,  if 
they  were  to  perfift  in  a  conteft,  in 
which,  being  only  the  remainder  of 
(he  coalition,  they  could  not  hope 
to  he  lefs  unfuccefsful  than  it  had 
proved  in  the  united  ftrength  of  its 
whole  power. 

In  addition  to  the  maritime  force 
of  Spain,  France  relied  wilh  ftill 
more  confidence  on  that  of  the  Ba¬ 
tavian  republic.  The  numerous  fea- 
men,  employed  in  its  extentive  com¬ 
merce,  had  always  borne  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  brave  and  hardy  race  of 
men,  completely  Ikilled  in  their  pro- 
feftion,and  incomparably  preferable, 
in  every  refpedp  to  the  Spanifli  ma¬ 
riners.  That  republic  was  now  ex¬ 
erting  itfelf  to  fit  out  as  many  fhipsr 
of  war  as  were  lying  in  its  ports, 
and  of  adding  them  to  thofe  of  its 
French  and  Spanifli  confederates,  in 
hope  of  depriving  the  Englifh  of 
the  empire  of  the  fea„  , 

This  hope  had  not  been  diminifli- 
ed  by  the  failure  of  the  attempt 
againft  Ireland,  which  the  French 
attributed  folely  to  the  unpropitious 
weather,  that  had  eonftantly  attend¬ 
ed  the  expedition.  It  had  been 
planned,  in  their  opinion,  on  the 
beft  of  all  grounds ;  the  noted  dift 
contents  of  a  people  ill-treated,  and 
weary  of  a  yoke  that  had  for  centu¬ 
ries  kept  them  in  a  ftate  of  depref- 
fton.  They  were  ail  ripe  for  a  vi¬ 
gorous  refiftance,  and  required  only 
a  moderate  affiftance  to  deliver 
themfelves  from  the  tyranny  of  Eng¬ 
land.  Though  the  firft  eflay  to  re¬ 
lieve  them  had  failed,  from  caufes 
that  could  not,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  be  obviated,  it  was  not  to 
be  imagined,  that  thefe  would  ah 
.[  B  2  j  ways 
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ways  recur.  The  attempt  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  returned,,  as  the  op¬ 
portunity  ftill  continued  as  inviting 
as  ever.  It  was  ignominious  for 
three  fuch  powers  as  France*  Spain,, 
and  Holland,  to  defift  from  fo  practi¬ 
cable  a  defign,  which  they  had  eve¬ 
ry  reafon  to  prolecute.  and  none  to 
abandon.  The  fleets  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  were  not  fuperior  to  thofe  of 
the  potent  confederacy,  formed  a- 
gainfl  it ;  and  fb  many  advantages 
would  refult  from  the  accompliffii- 
ment  of  the  objeCt  propofed,  that 
it  ought,  in  good  policy,  to  be  per- 
fifted  in,  againft  ail  difficulties,  and 
at  all  hazards.  Such  was  the-  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  French. 

Animated  by  motives  of  this  kind,, 
the  three  allied  powers  refolved  to 
exert  themfelves,  without  intennif- 
fion,  in  the  equipment  of  fuch  a  na¬ 
val  force,  as  might  effectually  con¬ 
front  the  Britifh  marine,  and  make* 
at  the  fame  time,  a  fuccefsful  im- 
preffion  upon  that  part  of  the  em¬ 
pire  of  Great  Britain,  which  ap¬ 
peared  molt  vulnerable.  Such  was 
the  plan  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
enemies  of  England,  and  ©f  which 
they  formed  the  mod  laaguine  ex¬ 
pectations.  Nor  did  the  moft  faga- 
cibus  politicians  look  upon  it  as  ill- 
founded,  though  they  were  equally 
perfuaded,  that  it  would  meet  with 
every  obllruCtion  from  the  long 
noted  valour  and  fkill  of  their  ad- 
verfaries.  Thus,  all  circum fiances 
contributed  to  render  the  prefent 
year  productive  of  events,  not  lefs, 
if  not  more,  important  and*  finking 
than  thofe  that  had  preceded.  The 
eyes  of  all  the  European  nations, 
were  anxioufly  fixed  cn  the  vail 
preparations  making  againil  a  pow¬ 
er,  *  which,  if  it  relifted  them, 
would  become  greater  than  ever 
but  of  which  the  deftiny  fee  wed  un¬ 


certain,  when  the  rooted  hoftility, 
and  the  prodigious  efforts  of  fuch 
formidable  enemies,,  were  duly  and 
impartially  confidered. 

The  readinefs  with  which  the 
French  government  broke  off  the 
negoeiation  with  England,  arofe,  in 
the  opinion  of  thofe  who  were  re¬ 
puted  the  moft  judicious,  in  the  firm 
perfuafion,  that  the  triple  alliance,, 
as  it  was  ftyled,  now  formed  againft 
it,  could  hardly  fail  to  com  pals  the 
ends  it  propofed,,  by  profecuting 
them  with  the  energy  and  perleve- 
rance,  of  which  they  were  defer- 
ving. 

While  France  was  fo  bufily  in¬ 
tent  on  the  means  of  effecting  the 
downfal  of  England,  it  was  no  lefs 
occupied  in  preparing,  as  it  hoped, 
the  final  deftraCtion  of  the  power 
'of  Auftria.  The  fpirit  with  which 
this  latter  fuftained  the  fueceffive 
difafters,  that  had  befallen  its  re¬ 
peated  endeavours  to  maintain  its 
ground  in  Italy,  had  kept  alive  the 
courage  of  its  fubjects  and  well- 
wifhers  to  fuch  a  decree,  that  they 
all  concurred  in  a  relolute  deter¬ 
mination  to  Hand  by  it  as  long; 
as  the  leaf!  profpect  remained  of 
any  pofiibility  to  retrieve  its  af¬ 
fairs. 

The  theatre,  to  which  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  Europe  was  chiefly  turned, 
at  the  end  of  the  laff  and  beginning 
of  the  prefent  year,  was  Italy.  The 
exploits  of  Buonaparte  had  not  yet 
terminated,  as  he  had  long  expeCted, 
and  many  labours  awaited  him  be¬ 
fore  the  accomplifhmeni  of  that 
objeCt,  without  which,  both  he  and 
his  foes  well  forelaw  that  his  views- 
would,  be  fruitrated,  and  the  fruits 
of  his  victories  loft.  This  was  the 
capture  of  Mantua,  which  held  out 
with  an  obftinacy  that  had  never 
been  exceeded  in  the  defence  of 

any 
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any  place.  The  garrifon  was  re¬ 
duced  to  aimed;  every  fpecies  of 
hard  (hip  and  di  ft  refs,  and  yet  un¬ 
derwent  the  fevered  duties  and  fa¬ 
tigues,  with  a  cheerfulnefs  and  for¬ 
titude  that  never  dackened  in  the 
multiplicity  of  trials  that  daily  arofe 
from  the  indefatigable  activity  of 
the  befiegers. 

The  dege  of  this  important  fort- 
refs  had  now  laded  (even  months. 
Mar  dial  Wurmfer,  who  had  as 
gallantly,  as  Ik il fully,  forced  his 
way  to  the  city,  through  fo  many 
obftacles,  had  fo  much  revived  the 
courage  of  the  garrifon,  that,  under 
his  command,  they  began  to  enter¬ 
tain  freffi  hope  of  a  fuccefsful  re- 
fi  dance.  He  was  upwards  of  fe- 
venty  :  but  age  feemed  to  have  had 
no  other  effect  upon  him,  than  to 
increafe  his  experience.  His  active 
difpodtion  remained  unimpaired, 
and  no  officer  under  him  exceeded 
the  vigour  and  celerity  of  adtion 
which  he  difplayed  upon  every  oc- 
cafion.  He  not  only  concerted, 
but  perfonally  conducted  every  plan 
that  was  executed  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  Mantua,  He  acquired  by 
his  unremitted  efforts  and  valour, 
the  particular  efteem  of  Bu¬ 
onaparte,  who  ranked  him  above 
*ny  general  with  whom  he  had 
contended. 

His  other  opponent,  Alvinzi,  was 
now  unable  to  encounter  him  in 
the  field,  and  had  cantoned  the 
Flattered  remains  of  his  defeated 
army,  in  various  portions  along  the 
northern  fide  of  the  Brenta,  await¬ 
ing  the  fupplies  that  were  colledting 
with  all  diligence  in  the  emperor’s 
hereditary  dominions.  So  great  were 
the  efforts  of  the  Auftrian  govern¬ 
ment,  that,  before  the  end  of  De¬ 
cember,  Alvinzi  faw  himfelf  at  the 
bead  of  a  complete  and  regular 


army,  the  fifth  that  had  been 
brought  together  to  oppofe  the 
French,  during  this  eventful  cam¬ 
paign. 

Buonaparte,  who  had  calculated 
the  (urrender  of  Mantua,  previoufiy 
to  the  renewal  of  hoftilities  with 
Alvinzi,  was  now  neceffitated  to 
refume  offenfive  operations  again# 
him,  before  he  could  arrive  at  this 
important  acquifition.  He  had,  at 
the  fame  time,  other  objedls  in  con¬ 
templation  ;  the  fettlementofthe  two 
republics  that  were  forming  on  the 
north  and  on  the  fouth  of  the  Po,  and 
the  fuppreffion  of  the  attempts  ma¬ 
king  by  the  pope,  torch#  the  designs 
formed  again#  him  by  the  French. 

The  forces  which  the  pope  had 
eolledted  were  not,  indeed,  formi¬ 
dable,  either  for  military  fame  or 
numbers.  It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed, 
that  this  pontiff  was  fo  weak  as  to 
fuppofe  that  they  could,  of  them- 
felves,  make  any  tolerable  Hand 
again#  the  French  ;  but  it  wTas  pof- 
fible,  that  his  courageous  example 
ought  re-animate  religious  zeal,  and 
infpire  refolution  into  the  fovereigns 
and  fubjects  of  other  #ates.  His 
hohnefs,  therefore,  put  his  troops, 
such  as  they  were,  in  march  towards 
Romagna,  to  watch  the  Rates  of 
Reggio,  ferrara,  Bologna,  and  Mo¬ 
dena,  which  had  declared  them- 
felves  independent :  and  alfo  in  or¬ 
der  to  favour  the  efcape  of  general 
Wurmfer  in  the  Ferrarefe,  or  into 
the  ecclefiaftical  dates,  in  cafe  of 
neceffity,  from  Mantua. 

But,  as  thefe  appeared  objects  of 
a  fecondary  confideration,  when, 
weighed  with  the  former,  the  French 
commander  relolved  at  once  to  take 
the  field  again#  the  new  army  of 
Aufirians,  prepared  to  difpute  once 
more  the  (overeignty  of  Italy,  con^ 
fident,  that  if  fortune  again  favoured 
[  B  3  J  him, 
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him,  it  would  be  the  laft  effort  of 
Auftria  for  the  recovery  of  its  loft 
dominions. 

Alvinzi  was  now  advancing  from 
the  Brenta,  with  the  utmoft  expe¬ 
dition.  His  army,  fifty  thou  (and 
throng,  was  compoied  of  the  belt 
troops  that  could  be  procured.  It 
counted  large  numbers  of  volun¬ 
teers  from  the  beft  families  in 
Vienna,  moft  of  them  young  men 
in  the  prime  of  life,  and  defirous 
of  fignalizing  their  attachment  and 
loyalty  to  the  emperor  on  this  criti¬ 
cal  occafion.  The  intentions  of 
the  Aufirian  commander  were,  to 
force  a  pafiage  to  Mantua,  where 
the  junction  of  the  garrifon  would 
give  him  a  decided  fuperiority  over 
the  French,  whofe  ftrength  was 
greatly  reduced,  by  the  numerous 
battles  they  had  fought.  The  re¬ 
inforcements,  prom  lied  to  Buona¬ 
parte,  were  not  yet  arrived,  and 
the  knowledge  of  this  circumftance 
was  an  additional  motive  for  Al¬ 
vinzi  to  quicken  his  motions. 

A  ftrong  divifion  of  his  army  at¬ 
tacked  on  the  eighth  of  January, 
1797,  a  French  poll  in  front  of 
Porto  Legnago,  on  the  Adige.  The 
Trench,  though  inferior  in  number, 
maintained  their  petition  the  whole 
day,  and  retired  at  night  in  good 
order  to  this  place  :  apprifed  of  this 
attack,  the  whole  of  the  French 
line,  along  that  river,  was  obliged 
to  concentrate  itfelf,  in  hope  of 
being  able  to  refill  the  Auftrians 
until  it  was  relieved  by  the  file? 
pours  that  had  been  dilpatched  by 
Buonaparte, 

This  general,  after  infpedting  the 
ppfis  in  the  vicinity  of  Mantua,  and 
providing  a  ftrong  reinforcement  for 
general  Augereau,  who  commanded 
the  line  on  the  Adige,  haftened  to 
Verona*  where  he  arrived  in  time 
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to  be  prefent  at  the  action,  that 
took  place  on  the  twelfth,  between 
M  alien  a  and  the  Auftrians.  Thefe 
were  fuccefsful  on  the  fir  ft  onfet  * 
but  after  an  obftinate  difpufe  were 
repulfed,  and  loft  lome  hundreds 
flain  or  captured.  The  corps  under 
the  command  of  general  Joubert,  at 
Montebaldo,  was  attacked  the  very 
fame  day  :  but  this  alfo  repulfed  the 
enemy,  and  at  night  a  body  of 
Auftrians,  who  attempted  to  take 
the  citadel  of  Verona  by  furprize* 
were  completely  defeated. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Auftrian 
general  had  crofted  the  Adige;  and, 
with  the  whole  of  his  force,  fallen 
upon  Joubert,  who  had  not  half 
his  number,  and  compelled  him  to 
withdraw  to  Rivoli,  between  the 
Adige  and  the  lake  of  Garda, 
This  happened  on  the  thirteenth. 
As  foon  as  Buonaparte  was  informed 
of  what  had  palled,  and  particularly 
of  the  line  of  march  obferved  by 
the  Imperialifts,  which  was  ob.vi- 
oufly  directed  towards  Mantua,  he 
fet  out  for  Rivoli,  where  he  arrived 
at  midnight,  with  as  powerful  re¬ 
inforcements  as  he  had  been  able 
to  collect  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 

Unfortunately  for  the  Auftrian 
general,  he  was  totally  unapprifed 
of  the  arrival  of  Buonaparte,  and 
of  the  reinforcements  that  accom? 
panied  him.  He  adhered  of  courfe 
to  the  plan  of  attack  which  he  had 
previoufly  projected :  nor  did  he 
difeever  the  real  ftrength  of  the 
French,  till  they  had  commenced 
their  attack  upon  the  Auftrians, 
whom  they  drove  from  a  poft  which 
they  had  taken  from  them  on  the 
preceding  day. 

This  firft  fuccefs  was  obtained 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  four¬ 
teenth.  It  enabled  general  Jou- 
bert  to  opeupy  the  high  grounds  on 
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the  right  banks  of  (he  Adige,  and 
to  make  an  impreffion  on  the  ieft 
of  the  Andrians.  But  their  right 
aflaiied  the  left  wing  of  the  French 
lo  vigor oufi  y,  that  it  gave  way,  and 
the  centre  of  the  Auftrian  army 
bore  down  in  compact  order  on  the 
centre  of  the  French.  Aufpicioufly 
tor  thofe,  Maflenaks  divifion  arrived 
at  that  inftant,  as  the  commander- 
in-chief  had  calculated  they  would, 
on  the  field  of  battle.  Buona¬ 
parte  who  had  fucceeded  in  rally¬ 
ing  his  left  wing,  put  himself  in 
perfon  at  the  head  of  this  divi- 
tion.  It  fell  with  fuch  fury  on  the 
Imperial  centre,  that  it  was  in¬ 
ftant  ly  broken  and  thrown  into 
diforder,  and  the  left  of  the  French, 
after  being  rallied,  recovered  the 
pofts  it  had  loft  :  but  the  Auftrian 
centre  foon  rallied,  and,  feconded 
by  part  of  their  right,  returned  to 
the  charge,  and  furrounded  general 
Berthier’s  divifion  in  the  centre, 
which  flood  its  ground  with  great 
firmnefs.  He  was  attacked,  at  the 
fame  time,  by  a  ftrong  divifion  from 
their  left.  The  conflict  here  was 
extremely  obftinate;  but,  while  the 
Auftrians  were  driving  to  turn  the 
centre  and  right  of  the  French, 
who  had  concentrated  both,  to  re¬ 
ft  ft  the  weight  of  the  enemy’s  charge, 
Buonaparte  directed  a  large  body 
of  infantry  and  cavalry  to  take  them 
in  flank,  and  Joubert  at  the  fame 
inftant,  fell  ,  upon  them  from  the 
heights  he  had  occupied,  with  fuch 
impetuofity,  that  they  were  intirely 
routed  and  put  to  flight.  Their 
centre,  however,  fill!  maintained 
the  conteft,  and  thereby  afforded 
time  for  a  large  column  to  turn  the 
left  of  the  French,  and  to  cover  the 
ground  on  their  rear :  by  which 
.their  communication  was  cut  off 
with  Verona,  and  their  pofts  on  the 


lake  of  Guarda.  The  republican 
forces  were  thus  entirely  furround- 
ed.  Wherever  they  caft  their  eyes, 
they  beheld,  the  enemy  on  every 
fide.  Buonaparte,  who  had  fought, 
as  well  as  given  orders,  the  whole 
day,  in  every  direction  was  now 
driven  to  the  centre.  He  called 
his  field  officers  around  him,  and 
coolly  pointed  out.  to  each,  what  he 
judge  to  be  the  leaft  perilous  mode 
of  extricating  themfelves  from  their 
imminent  danger. 

The  Auftrians,  after  a  general 
dilcharge,  rufhed  on  to  Icale  the 
entrechments  at  Rivoli,  of  which 
they  were  three  times  in  pofleifton  ; 
but  they  were  fuece (lively  repuhed. 
In  the  mean  time,  a  fmall  battery, 
of  four  field-pieces,  had  been 
brought  to  cannonade  the  right 
wing  of  the  Auftrians,  through 
which,  it  feerns,  Buonaparte  had 
meditated  his  efcape  :  but  which  he 
now  hoped  to  improve  into  a  vic¬ 
tory.  Two  brigades,  in  three  co¬ 
lumns,  under  the  generals  Brune 
and  M  nnier,  were  ordered  to  at¬ 
tack  this  wing,  and  diflodge  it  from 
the  commanding  pofition  which  it 
kept  on  the  heights.  This  defperate 
fervice  the  foldiers  effected,  ad¬ 
vancing,  at  firft,  in  regular  order, 
tinging  one  pf.  their  war-hymns. 
But  they  no  looner  approached 
within  gun- (hot  of  the  enemy,  than 
they  ruffied  on  them  with  defpera- 
tion.  The  Auftrians,  oyer-whelm¬ 
ed  and  confounded  by  the  violence 
of  the  afiailants,  fled,  panic- fir uck, 
towards  the  lake  of  Guarda;  and 
meeting  with  a  ftraggimg  party  of 
light  infantry,  who  were  trying  to 
join  .the  1  unrounded  French  army, 
and  whom  they  luppofed  to  be  a 
more  confiderable  body,  laid  down 
their  arms,  to  the  number  of  three 
thou  land  men. 

[B4] 
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The  French  army  was  now  dif- 
engaged,  and  the  main  ftrength 
of  the  Auftrians  broken :  but  there 
ftili  remained  confiderable  divi- 
iions,  without  the  difperfion,  or 
the  capture  of  which,  the  victory 
obtained  over  them  would  not  be 
complete,  as  they  would  either 
throw  themfelves  into  Mantua,  join 
the  papal  forces,  or  retreat  into  the 
Imperial  territories,  where  they 
would  help  to  form  a  new  army. 
For  thefe  reafons,  as  not  a  moment 
was  to  be  loft  in  preventing  the 
vanquifhed  Auftrians  from  effecting 
their  retreat ;  on  the  very  night 
of  the  fourteenth,  as  foon  as  the 
battle  had  terminated  in  favour  of 
the  French,  diviftons  were  imme¬ 
diately  difpatched  to  purfue  every 
body  of  Auftrians  that  ftili  kept 
together.  They  had  not  quitted 
a  ftrong  petition  at  Corona,  near 
Rivoli,  where  they  remained  in  ex¬ 
pectation  of  being  able  to  collect 
and  arrange  their  retreating  troops : 
but  before  this  could  be  effe&ed,  a 
large  divifion  of  the  French,  after 
marching  with  all  expedition  during 
the  night  of  the  fourteenth,  came 
upon  their  rear  next  morning,  while 
they  were  attacked  in  front  by  ge¬ 
neral  Joubert.  They  relifted  vigor- 
oufly  at  firft ;  but  were  at  laft  thrown 
into  diforder.  Thofe  who  were 
able  to  make  a  retreat,  diredted  it 
towards  the  Tyrol :  but  no  lefs  than 
iix  thou  land  were  fo  completely  fur- 
rounded,  that  they  were  obliged  to 
lay  down  their  arms. 

Buonaparte  himfelf,  with  a  ftrong 
divifion,  having  left  the  necefiary 
orders  with  general  Jourbert,  pro¬ 
ceeded,  immediately  after  the  bat¬ 
tle,  in  queft  of  Provera,  an  Auf- 
irian  general,  who  had,  on  feveral 
occafions,  highly  diftinguifhed  him- 
fejfe  by  the  ikilfulnsfs  of  his  ma- 
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nosuvres.  He  was  at  the  head  of 
ten  thoufand  men,  and  had  eroded 
the  Adige,  where  he  had  forced  the 
French,  that  guarded  the  pailage,  to 
retire,  and  he  was  now  marching 
with  all  fpeed  towards  Mantua. 
But  he  was  overtaken,  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  15th,  by  general 
Augereau,  who  cut  off  the  whole 
of  his  rear.  Fie  made  his  way, 
however,  by  a  running  fight,  to 
the  French  lines  of  circumvallation 
at  Mantua,  where  he  arrived  at 
noon,  after  loting  two  thoufand 
men,  and  fourteen  pieces  of  can¬ 
non.  Fie  was  now  reduced  through 
this  laft,  and  the  other  encounters 
on  his  march,  to  no  more  than 
lix  thoufand  men.  With  this  ch¬ 
in  inifhed  force,  he  did  not,  how¬ 
ever,  heiitate  to  affault  the  en¬ 
trenchments  of  the  beftegers  at  the 
fuburbs  of  St.  George,  by  carrying 
which  he  would  have  fecured  his 
entrance  into  the  city  :  but  they 
were  fo  ftrong  and  well  defended, 
that  he  was  repulfed.  FI  is  fitua- 
tion  was  now  fuch,  that  unlefs  he 
could  enter  Mantua,  he  muft  yield 
to  the  enemy.  To  avoid  this  dif- 
after,  Provera  made  a  refolute  at¬ 
tack  on  the  French  poft  of  La 
Favorita,  another  fuburb,  while  a 
ftrong  detachment  from  the  garrifon 
fupported  him.  But  this  attempt, 
which  was  made  in  the  night  of 
the  fifteenth,  in  hope  of  furprifing 
the  enemy,  failed  in  every  point. 
The  Auftrians,  who  had  Tallied  out 
of  the  city,  were  driven  back  by 
general  V'idlor  :  and  general  Ser- 
rarier  took  a  pofition  between  La 
Favorita  and  St.  George,  which 
fecured  this  latter  poft,  and  enabled 
the  corps  ftationed  there  to  join 
that  of  Serrarier,  Thus  reinforced, 
he  fell  upon  Proveraks  rear,  while 
his  front  was  occupied  in  the  attack 
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of  La  Favorita,  and  other  troops 
advanced  upon  him  at  the  fame  time: 
thus  furrounded  on  every  fide, ali  hope 
of  afli fiance  from  the  garrifon  was 
given  over,  and  he  was  compelled 
to  furrender  himfelf,  with  his  whole 
remaining  force,  confiding  of  fe- 
ven  thoufand  horfe  and  foot,  and 
twenty-two  pieces  of  cannon,  be- 
fide  all  the  baggage  and  ammu¬ 
nition.  What  added  confiderably 
to  the  misfortune  of  this  day  was 
the  lofs  of  the  volunteer  corps  of 
young  gentlemen  of  Vienna,  who 
were  all  either  (lain  or  made  pri- 
foners. 

This  day  decided  the  fate  of 
Mantua.  Though  it  continued  to 
make  a  courageous  defence,  it  was 
evident,  that  being  now  deprived 
of  all  reafonable  hope  of  relief,  all 
farther  refiftanee  wrould  be  fruit- 
led,  and  would  only  add  to  the 
numbers  that  had  fallen  in  this  de- 
fir  uClive  fiege.  Every  day  brought 
frefli  tidings  of  the  Ioffes  and  de¬ 
feats  of  the  Auftrians,  who  were 
purfued  in  all  directions,  and  to¬ 
tally  difabled  from  making  any  ef¬ 
fectual  Land. 

The  battle  of  Areola  had  de- 
ilroyed  the  fourth,  and  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Rivoli  the  fifth,  army  op- 
pofed  to  Buonaparte.  He  had, 
ftnee  the  commencement  of  this 
year,  been  victorious  in  eight  en¬ 
gagements,  two  of  them  pitched 
battles,  wherein  the  lofs  of  the 
Auftrians  amounted  to  twenty-five 
thoufand  prifoners,  exclufive  of  the 
flain,  who  were  calculated  fix 
thoufand.  The  fatigues  and  exer¬ 
tions  of  the  French  had  been  fuch, 
that  Buonaparte,  in  his  difpatches 
to  the  directory,  aiTerted  that  they 
bad,  while  fighting  at  intervals, 
occafionally  meafured  thirty  miles 
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The  A  uftrians  were,  in  the  mean 
time,  retreating  to  their  ftrong  holds 
on  the  Brenta,  which  Alvinzi  was 
employed  in  rendering  tenable 
again  ft  the  purfuing  enemy.  But 
the  expeditious  movements  of  the 
French  afforded  him  no  refpite. 
General  Augereau  eroded  the  lower 
B re ufa,  and  advanced  to  Citadella, 
a  place  of  ffrength,  from  whence 
he  dillodged  the  enemy;  while 
Maflena,  paffing  it  in  front  of  Bab 
fano,  compelled  the  Auftrians  to  eva¬ 
cuate  it  with  precipitation,  though 
they  had  prepared  to  defend  it. 
They  withdrew  to  Carpanedolo, 
higher  up  the  river;  but  were  fob 
lowed  and  defeated  by  the  French* 
who  forced  their  paflage  over  the 
bridge  at  that  place,  after  an  ob- 
ftinate  conflict,  wherein  they  flew 
and  took  upwards  of  a  thoufand  of 
the  enemy :  this  aCiion  happened 
on  the  twenty-fixth.  Fortunately 
for  the  Auftrians,  the  heavy  rains 
that  enfued,  preserved  the  remain¬ 
der  of  them,  who  halted,  with  all 
fpeed,  towards  the  narrow  paffes  of 
the  entrance  into  the  Tyrol.  A 
division  of  the  French,  under  Jou- 
bert,  overtook  them,  however,  at 
Avis,  and  a  part  of  their  rear-guard 
was  taken.  They  retired  to  Tor¬ 
tola,  a  place  advantageoufly  fituated 
between  the  lake  of  Guarda  and 
the  Adige,  where  they  made  pre¬ 
parations  to  difpute  the  march  of 
the  French  to  Trent :  but  they  were 
driven  from  this  poft,  and  tied  to 
Roveredo,  which  they  were  alfo 
compelled  to  abandon  by  Joubert, 
who,  purfuing  his  fuccefs,  made 
himfelf  mailer  of  Trent  Here  two 
thoufand  lick  and  wounded  fell  into 
his  hands,  and  as  many  more  had 
been  made  prifoners  in  the  different 
encounters  previoufly  to  the  taking 
of  this  city. 
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The  Auftrians  had  now  polled 
themfelves  in  force  at  Lavis,  in¬ 
tending  to  Hop  the  progrefs  of  the 
Trench,  by  occupying  the  other  fide 
of  the  river  Lavifio ;  but  this  inten¬ 
tion  was  fruft rated,  by  the  rapid  ad¬ 
vance  of  Joubert,  who  forced  them 
from  this  important  pofition,  after 
faftaining  a  great  lofs  of  their  beft 
troops,  and  in  particular  of  a  (elect 
corps  oi  Hungarians.  Here  the 
divifton  of  Joubert  was  reinforced 
by  that  of  Maffena,  who  had  been 
equally  fuccefsful;  and,  in  his  purfuit 
of  the  Auftrians,  after  the  action 
at  Carpanadolo,  had  taken  feveral 
places  of  ftrength,  and  driven  them 
to  the  other  fide  of  the  Pradas, 
after  feizing  a  large  part  of  their 
baggage. 

The  Imperial  armies  were  now 
totally  expelled  from  Italy,  and  no¬ 
thing  remained  to  the  emperor  but 
the  city  of  Mantua,  which  was 
fo  clofely  blockaded,  and  fo  vigo- 
roufiy  preffed,  that  no  fupplies  of 
provisions,  or  of  men,  could  enter. 
The  garrifon,  defpairing  of  all  re¬ 
lief,  began  to  think  it  time  to  fur- 
render,  weakened  by  the  great 
Daughter  it  had  buffered  in  fo  many 
failles,  and  by  a  contagious  dif  tem¬ 
per,  that  committed  great  ravages 
in  the  city.  The  Auftrians  agreed, 
at  length,  to  a  capitulation,  upon 
the  fecond  day  of  February.  The 
terms  were  as  honourable  as  the  de¬ 
fence  had  been  brave.  The  French 
general  fhewecl  a  laudable  propen¬ 
sity  to  pay  due  regard  to  the  merit 
of  his  rival,  who,  notwithftanding 
his  late  ill  fuccels,  was  deservedly 
efteemed  a  warrior  of  the  moll 
diftinguithed  rank.  He  granted  him 
an  effort  of  two  hundred  horfe  and 
feven  hundred  foot,  whom  he  was 
permitted  to  feledt,  together  with 
thirty  pieces  of  artillery  :  the  gene¬ 


rals,  and  principal  officers  under 
him,  were  allowed,  in  like  manner, 
to  accompany  him  on  their  parole; 
the  reft  of  the  garrilon  remained 
prifoners  of  war. 

The  northern  parts  of  the  papal 
territories  were  already  in  the 
poffeffion  of  the  French,  and  it 
was  expected  that  as  loon  as  Buo¬ 
naparte  was  free  from  inquietude, 
on  account  of  the  Auftrian  armies 
ftiil  hovering  on  the  borders  of 
German v,  and  had  fecured  the 
capture  of  Mantua,  he  would  im¬ 
mediately  proceed  to  Rome  itfelf, 
aiid  dictate  the  conditions  of  a 
peace. 

The  pope,  in  the  mean  time, 
relied  upon  the  exertions  of  the 
emperor,  and  had  determined  to 
wait  the  iffue  of  the  operations  of 
his  army,  under  Alvinzi,  firmly 
hoping  that  it  would  be  more  fuc- 
cefsful  than  thofe  that  had  preceded 
it.  Buonaparte  was  ftneerely  de- 
firous  of  a  pacification  with  th.e 
head  of  the  Romifh  church,  a  re- 
fpectfui  treatment  of  whom  would, 
he  was  confcious,  be  highly  gratify¬ 
ing  to  all  the  Roman  catholic  ftates 
and  people.  Prompted  by  thefe 
motives,  and  intirely  averfe  at  co¬ 
ercive  meafures,  he  wrote  a  letter 
to  cardinal  Mattaei,  prime  minifter 
to  his  holinels,  requefting  him 
to  prevail  on  the  pope  to  recom¬ 
mence  pacific  negotiations,  in  or¬ 
der  to  prevent  the  march  of  the 
French  armies  into  his  territories, 
and  to  .reprefent  to  him  the  inutility 
of  arming  his  fubjefis  againft  men 
who  had  overcome  fo  many  formid¬ 
able  enemies,  and  whom  his  own 
people  were  wholly  incapable  to 
refill. 

This  letter  was  dated  the  twenty- 
fixth  of  Otiober,  1796.  Buona¬ 
parte  was  then  preparing  to  march 
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again  ft  Alvinzi,  who  was  at  the 
head  of  a  numerous  army,  and  had 
obtained  feme  fuccefles  over  the 
French,  which  had  revived  the  hopes 
of  the  Auftrians,  and  their  adhe¬ 
rents.  But  the  battle  of  Areola, 
wherein  thefe  were  completely  de¬ 
feated,  and  the  fubfequent  advan¬ 
tages  gained  by  the  French,  made, 
at  laft,  fuch  an  impreffion  on  the 
court  of  Rome,  that,  dreading  to 
wait  any  longer  for  more  fortunate 
events,  the  cardinal  was  directed  to 
return  an  anfwer.  This  came  to  pats 
after  the  lapfe  of  fix  weeks  from 
the  receipt  of  the  general’s  letter. 
The  motive  for  this  delay  being 
obvious,  it  was  necefiary  to  qualify 
it,  fo  as  to  foften  his  difpleafure  at 
an  anfwer  being  fo  long  deferred. 
The  cardinal  laid  before  the  gene¬ 
ral  the  anxiety  of  the  pope  to  re¬ 
medy  the  diforders  that  had  fo  long 
di (tract ed  France,  and  the  facrifices 
he  had  confented  to  make  of  every 
worldly  confideration,  lor  the  fake 
of  reftoring  a  good  underftanding 
between  France  and  the  Roman 
fee.  He  complained  that,  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  thefe  conceffions,  the 
French  government,  elated  with  the 
fuccefs  of  its  arms,  had  made  requi- 
litions  incompatible  with  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  his  confidence,  and  fub- 
verfive  of  all  Chriftian  and  moral 
principles.  Grieved  at  fuch  into¬ 
lerable  demands,  he  had  implored 
the  affiftance  of  heaven,  to  direct 
him  how  to  act  in  fo  difficult  a  filia¬ 
tion.  Doubtlefs,  (aid  the  cardinal, 
he  w7as  infpired,  on  this  occafion, 
by  that  holy  fpirit  which  had  ani¬ 
mated  the  primitive  martyrs  in  the 
paule  for  which  they  differed.  Ha¬ 
ving  laboured,  in  vain,  to  bring  the 
directory  to  a  more  equitable  way 
of  thinking,  he  thought  it  necefiary 
to  refill  them  by  open  force.  Fie 
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admonifhed  the  general  to  reflect, 
that  the  death  which  awaited  men 
in  battle  was  the  commencement 
of  eternal  life  and  happinefs  to  the 
righteous,  and  of  everlafbng  mifery 
to  the  vyicked.  Armed  with  this 
conviction,  faid  the  carTnal,  we 
fha.Il  oppofe  you  with  tiiat  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  divine  aid,  which  a 
juft  caufe  infpires.  He  reminded 
him  that  he  was  not  invincible,  arid 
that  though  infidels,  and  pretended 
philofophers,  ridiculed  the  idea  of 
affiftance  from  heaven,  yet,  if  Pro¬ 
vidence  were  plea  fed  to  interpofe, 
the  French  would  contend  in  vain 
againft  the  power  of  the  Almighty. 
Fie  concluded,  by  telling  the  gene¬ 
ral,  that  if  the  French  were  de¬ 
fir  on  s  of  peace,  the  Roman  tee  de~ 
fired  it  ftill  more,  and  was  willing 
to  fubferibe  to  any  terms,  confci- 
entious  and  equitable,  in  order  to 
obtain  it. 

Such  was  the  purport  of  this 
remarkable  letter,  which,  to  fpeak 
truth,  was  written  at  a  time,  when 
the  realonings  it  contained  were 
little  calculated  to  influence  the 
proceedings  of  fuch  a  people '  as 
the  French.  Nor  did  the  court  of 
Vienna  itfelf  teftify  much  willing- 
nefs  to  be  connected  with  a  power 
whole  co-operations  were  likely  to 
prove  fo  feeble.  But  the  felicita¬ 
tions  of  the  court  of  Rome  were  fo 
preffing,  that  the  Imperial  minifters, 
unwilling  wholly  to  abandon  the 
holy  fee  to  the  control  of  France, 
confented  to  join  a  body  of  troops 
to  (hole  that  were  now  railing  in, 
every  part  of  the  papal  dominions. 

In  this  derelidion  of  the  pope, 
the  moft  fervent  of  his  former  ad¬ 
herents  leemed,  at  this  period,  to 
agree  without  reludlance.  So  ef¬ 
ficacious  was  either  the  dread,  or 
the  influence,  of  France  over  the 
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councils  of  Spain,  that,  notwitb- 
ftanding  the  earned:  fupplication  of 
the  arehbifhop  of  Pigri,  nuncio,  at 
Madrid,  for  the  interference  of  the 
Spamfh  monarch,  in  behalf  of  the 
Roman  pontiff,  he  was  anfwered, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  court  of 
Rome,  refnefiting  the  French,  was 
Cemporifing  and  unfi ncere,  and  that 
thofe  who  weie  ent ruffed  with  the 
■adminiftration  of  its  political  con¬ 
cerns,  had,  by  their  imprudence,  and 
erroneous  management,  brought 
them  into  fb  critical  a  filiation, 
that  it  feemed  advifeable,  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  perfonal  fafety 
of  the  pope,  that  he  fhould  refign 
his  temporal  pofleffions,  in  order  to 
fecure  the  rights  of  the  church,  and 
to  prove  his  difintereftednefs,  and 
the  fervour  of  his  piety,  by  an  ex¬ 
ample  that  would  prove  lb  edifying 
to  all  the  Chriffian  world.  Such  was 
the  anfwer  of  the  prince  of  peace, 
the  Spamfh  miniffer’s  title,  to  the 
agent  of  a  power  that  had  formerly 
exercifed  an  almoft  boundlefs  influ¬ 
ence  over  the  minds  of  both  the 
fovereign  and  people  of  the  Spamfh 
juonarehy. 

This  taunting  and  difdainfnl  ra- 
ply  to  an  humble  and  fubmiflive 
addrels  from  a  fovereign  prince, 
who,  though  not  powerful,  ffill 
poffeffed  a  ffation  of  great  dignity  in 
Chriffendom,  was  confidere.d  equal¬ 
ly  by  the  Roman  catholics  and  pro- 
teffants  as  even  more  impolitic  than 
in  fulling.  It  Was  di  (graceful  to  a 
prince  of  the  Romish  communion, 
and  it  yielded  up  tamely,  and  with¬ 
out  need,  the  dominion  of  a  very 
eonfiderable  portion  of  Italy,  to  a 
power  which  all  Europe  was  be¬ 
come  more  interefted  than  ever,  in 
reffraining  within  its  former  limits. 
The  period  when  this  t  anfadtion 
happened.,  which  was  the  dole  of 


1797. 

September,  1796,  (hewed,  at  the 
fame  time,  from  whence  it  origi¬ 
nated.  Spain  had,  a  month  be¬ 
fore,  concluded  an  alliance,  offen- 
five  and  defenfive,  with  France,  and 
a  week  after  it  declared  war  againft 
England.  But  the  truth  was,  that 
Spain  was  no  longer  its  own  mif- 
t refs.  It  was  become  a  dependant 
of  France,  and  had  fo  hide  left  of 
its  former  fpirit,  and  confequence, 
that  it  did  not  dare  to  a£t  otherwife 
than  by  the  impulfe  of  the  French, 
who  now  directed  the  Spanifli  coun¬ 
cils  with  a  full  confcioufnefs  of  un- 
re  lifted  fway. 

The  fttuation  of  the  Roman  fee 
was,  in  the  mean  time,  peculiarly 
difficult.  That  fpiritual  power,  it 
had  fo  long  exerted  over  kings  and 
nations,  was  totally  vanifhed.  Cun¬ 
ning  and  artifice  were  almoft  the 
only  inftruments  of  the  fma.lleft  im¬ 
portance  remaining  to  it,  even  among 
the  princes  and  ftates  of  its  own 
perfuafion;  but  even  this  was  dailv 
leflfening,  from  the  diminution  of 
thofe  religious  confiderations  on 
which  it  was  founded.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  motive,  therefore,  for  not 
fuffering  the  clownfal  of  the  pope, 
had  no  reference  to  his  fpiritual, 
but  merely  to  his  political,  cha¬ 
racter ;  which  rendered  it  highly 
expedient  to  prevent  the  papal 
territories  from  being  made  the 
prey  of  the  French,  or  of  their  ad¬ 
herents. 

The  court  of  Rome  itfelf  relied 
hardly  upon  any  other  motives  for 
the  affiftance  it  fo  warmly  folicited 
from  that  of  Vienna.  This  evi¬ 
dently  appeared  from  a  letter,  writ¬ 
ten  by  cardinal  Bulba,  the  Roman 
fecretary  of  ftate  to  the  papal  nun¬ 
cio  at  Vienna,  and  which  was  in¬ 
tercepted,  and  fent  by  Buonaparte 
to  the  directory.  Herein  all  the 
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arguments  and  reafonings  are  built 
on  maxims  of  policy,  and  thofe 
of  religion  appear  in  a  collateral 
light,  and  chiefly  as  of  an  engine 
of  Rate. 

From  this  letter,  which  was  dated 
the  feventh  of  January,  1797,  Buo¬ 
naparte  deduced,  however,  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  proceeding  immediately 
to  action  againft  the  pope,  left  the 
-Auflrian  minifiry  fiionld  adopt  the 
plan  fuggefted  in  that  letter,  and 
fend  fuch  powerful  fuecours,  over 
the  Adriatic,  to  Ancona,  as  might 
enable  the  pope  to  make  a  vigorous 
refifiafice. 

But  it  was  not  only  among  the 
French  that  the  Roman  fee  had 
enemies.  In  Rome  itfelf  they  were 
numerous.  Republican  principles 
had  filently,  but  effectually,  been 
propagated  there,  and  through  other 
parts  of  the  ecclefiaftical  date,  and 
multitudes  were  impatiently  wait¬ 
ing  the  opportunity  of  throwing  off 
their  fubjedtion  to  the  pope,  and  of 
erecting  a  common  wealth.  Encou¬ 
ragements,  tending  to  this  end,  were 
Rudioufly  held  out  to  the  people  of 
that  capital,  and  of  the  Roman  do¬ 
mains,  by  the  French  emiffaries 
feattered  among  them.  Thus  the 
court  of  Rome  had  to  guard  againff 
enemies  no  let’s  hoftile  to  it  than 
the  French  themfelves,  and,  in  feme 
refpedts,  more  dangerous,  as  they 
were  domeftic,  and  would  oppofe 
all  conciliation  with  France,  as  mi¬ 
litating  dir  eddy  againfl  their  own 
defigns. 

In  addition  to  thefe  there  were 
many  among  thofe  who  continued 
obedient  to  the  papal  authority, 
and  were  averle  to  a  change  of  go- 
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vernment,  who  fcrupled  not,  open¬ 
ly,  to  d i fa p prove  the  tardinefs  in 
coming  to  a  pacification  with  the 
French whom  it  were,  in  their  oph 
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nion,  abfurd  to  oppofe  in  the  debi¬ 
litated  ftate  of  the  papal  power, 
and  from  whom  friendly  conditions 
might  be  obtained,  if  they  were 
applied  to  with  franknefs  and  can¬ 
dour,  and  if  the  intrigues  hitherto 
carried  on  with  their  enemies  were 
unfeignedly  laid  afide. 

Thofe  who  favoured  this  party, 
which  was  the  mofl  numerous,  filled 
Rome  with  pafquinades  and  fa  tires 
on  the  conduct  of  adminiflration, 
which  they  reprefented  as  contrary 
to  the  true  intereffs  of  the  Roman 
fee,  and  tending  to  its  inevitable 
ruin.  The  prefent  pope  being  the 
fixth  of  the  name  of  Pins,  they 
applied  to  him  what  had  formerly 
been  faid  of  Alexander  the  fixth, 
which  was,  that  every  fovereign  of 
Rome,  who  had  borne  the  name  of 
Sextus,  had  confiantly  oecafioned  its 
ruin.  Remonftrances  of  the  in¬ 
utility  and  peril  of  encountering 
fuch  formidable  enemies  as  the 
French,  with  undifeiphned  troops, 
and  inexperienced  officers,  were 
anxioufiy  laid  before  the  Roman  go¬ 
vernment,  by  its  moft  prudent  well- 
withers,  and  enforced  by  the  mink- 
tiers- of  thofe  powers  that  were  deii- 
rous  of  its  prefervation.  But  whe¬ 
ther  it  confided  in  a  change  of  for¬ 
tune,  in  favour  of  its  Auflrian  ally, 
or  that  it  hoped,  by  affirming  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  refolution,  and  being 
feconded  by  a  powerful  body  of 
auxiliaries,  the  French  might  be  in¬ 
duced  to  grant  better  terms,  it  ob- 
flinately  perfifled  in  the  determi¬ 
nation  to  -try  the  chance  of  war, 
rather  than  fubmit  to  the  hard 
conditions  preferibed  by  the 
French. 

Buonaparte,  who  had  hitherto  en¬ 
tertained  an  expectation,  that  the 
terror  of  the  French  arms  might  at 
laii  operate  a  fubmiflion  in  the  court 
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of  Rome,  now  finally  refolved  to 
employ  hoftile  meafures.  He  or¬ 
der'd  Cacault,  the  envoy  of  the  re¬ 
public  at  Rome,  to  quit  that  city, 
and  iffued  a  manifefto  againft  the 
pope,  wherein  he  charged  him  with 
the  breach  of  the  armiftice  that  had 
taken  place  in  the  month  of  June 
preceding  ;  nolwithftanding  which 
he  had  ftill  perfevered  in  adting  an 
hoftile  part  to  France,  by  exciting 
again  ft  it  the  hatred  of  his  own 
people,  and  of  all  over  whom  he 
pofFefted  influence,  by  arming  hisfub- 
je£ts,  with  a  profefled  defign  to  com¬ 
mit  hoftilities,  by  negociating  with 
the  court  of  Vienna,  and  putting 
his  troops  under  the  command  of 
Auftrian  officers  and  generals,  and 
laftly  by  refuting  the  negociation 
for  peace,  propofed  by  the  minifter 
of  the  republic  at  Rome. 

This  manifefto  was  accompanied 
by  a  proclamation  to  the  people  in¬ 
habiting  the  papal  dominions.  They 
were  informed  that  the  French,  in 
entering  the  territories  of  the  pope, 
would  faithfully  protect  religion 
and  property,  and  maintain  the 
public  peace.  They  were  warned 
to  abftain  from  all  adts  of  enmity, 
which  would  certainly  draw  down 
upon  them  vengeance  and  all  the 
horrors  of  war.  Every  town  and 
village  that  founded  the  tocfin,  on 
the  approach  of  the  French,  was 
threatened  with  inftant  deftrudtion. 
Every  diftrici,  where  a  Frenchman 
was  'affaffinated,  fhould  be  declared 
hoftile,  and  iubjedted  fed  heavy  con¬ 
tributions.  The  clergy  and  con¬ 
ventuals,  who  demeaned  themfelves 
peaceably,  would  enjoy  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  their  prefent  filiations;  but, 
if  they  adted  otherwife,  military 
law  would  be  executed  upon  them, 
and  they  would  be  treated  with 
more  Severity  than  others.  Both  of 


thefe  declarations  were  publifhed  oil 
the  third  of  February,  the  day  after 
the  furrender  of  Mantua,  and 
had  been  delayed  till  this  event, 
purpofely  to  make  the  greater  im- 
prellion. 

A  divifton  of  the  French  army, 
commanded  by  general  Vihtor,  had 
entered  the  papal  territories  on  the 
fir  ft.  A  body  of  the  pope’s  troops, 
confifting  of  four  thoufand  foot,  and 
about  a  thoufand  horfe,  awaited  his 
approach  on  advantageous  ground. 
The  Senio,  a  river  that  runs  between 
Imola  and  Faenza,  was  in  the  front 
of  the  camp,  which  was  ftrongly  in¬ 
trenched.  Early  in  the  morning  of 
the  fecond  of  February,  the  French 
advanced  towards  a  bridge  oppofite 
to  the  centre  of  their  front.  It  was 
the  only  one  remaining,  as  they  had 
broken  down  all  the  others,  in  order 
to  have  only  this  one  to  defend. 
But  the  drynefs  of  the  feafon  had 
rendered  that  river  fordable  in  fe- 
yeral  places,  at  which  large  de¬ 
tachments  of  the  French  crofted 
over  it,  and  came  upon  their  rear, 
while  their  front  was  vigoroufly  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  legion  of  Lombardy, 
confifting  of  northern  Italians 
whofe  antipathy  to  the  fouthern  is 
remarkable.  They  had  requefted 
to  he  put  upon  this  fervice ;  and, 
though  it  was  the  firft  time  they 
were  in  a  61  ion,  they  acquitted 
theffifelves  with  great  valour.  They 
broke  the  line  of  the  papal  army, 
and  carried  the  batteries  oppofed 
to  them,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
Prefted  in  this  manner,  both  in  front 
and  rear,  the  pope’s  troops,  after  a 
defence,  by  no  means  contemptible 
for  men  fo  unufed  to  tatties,  were 
completely  routed.  Five  hundred 
were  ftain  and  wounded,  and  about 
a  thoufand  made  prifoners,  and  four¬ 
teen  pieces  of  cannon  taken.  The 
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Ms  of  the  French  did  not  exceed 
one  hundred. 

This  engagement  decided  the  fate 
of  Rome :  the  vigors  proceeded 
immediately  to  Faenza,  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  which  attempted  to  make 
a  refinance  :  but  the  gates  being 
burft  open,  by  cannon,  the  French 
rufhed  in,  and  the  city  furrendered 
at  difcretion.  Buonaparte  prevented 
all  plunder  and  bloodfhed,  and  dil- 
mified  fifty  of  his  molt  conti derable 
pritoners,  ordering  them  to  repair  to 
their  countrymen,  and  represent  to 
them  the  folly  of  expofmg  them- 
felves  to  certain  deftruction,  by  a 
fruitlefs  refinance.  He  next  1  urn- 
mo  ned  before  him  all  the  p  tie  fits 
and  monks  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  laid  before  them  the  neceffity  ol 
yielding  to  fuperior  force,  and  the 
iniquity  of  exciting  the  anirnoiify  of 
the  people  againft  the  French,  who 
did  not  come  to  deftroy  their  re¬ 
ligion,  but  to  compel  the  court  of 
Rome  to  make  a  peace  with  France 
upon  reafonable  terms.  He  re¬ 
quired  them,  as  minifters  of  the 
got  pel,  to  defift  from  preaching  war, 
and  to  attend  folely  to  the  duties  of 
their  profeffion,  which  waste  infufe 
a  pacific  diipotition  into  all  men. 
He  lafrly  warned  them  to  beware  of 
participating  in  popular  insur¬ 
rections,  either  by  heading  them 
perfonally,  or  by  giving  them  coun¬ 
tenance/  Thefe  were  acts  of  crimi- 
nalty  for  which  he  lolemnly  allured 
them  they  would  find  no  mercy. 
Thefe  admonitions  were,  by  the 
French  commander,  deemed  the 
more  neceffary,  that  feveral  clergy¬ 
men  and  friers  had  been  prefent'at 
the  adtion  of  the  lecond  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  ontheSenio,  where  they  greatly 
contributed,  by  their  encourage¬ 
ments  and  .exhortations,  to’  the  re- 
liftance  and  firm  behaviour  of  the 
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papal  troops,  and  where  fome  of 
them  had  loft  their  lives. 

After  delivering  this  charge  to 
the  clergy  of  the  places  in  his  pof- 
feftion,  he  dilpatched  the  chiefs  of 
the  monaftic  orders  to  thofe  towns 
and  diftricts,  where  they  had  moft  in¬ 
fluence,  in  order  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  remain  quiet,  on  the  fo- 
lemn  afftirance  of  being  left  to  the 
full  enjoyment  of  every  civil  and  re¬ 
ligious  right ;  but,  if  refractory,  on 
pain  of  being  delivered  up  to  pil¬ 
lage  and  the  levered:  chaftilemenL 

This  charge,  from  a  military  mo¬ 
nitor,  was  found  more  efficacious 
than  the  ufual  charges  of  biffiops 
to  the  clergy.  The  promifes  and 
threats  of  Buonaparte  produced 
the  intended  eftebt.  Ibis  was 
to  procure  the  fubiniffion  of  the 
fubjeflls  to  the  fee  of  Rome,  with¬ 
out  eflliflon  of  blood.  Being  him- 
ielf  an  Italian,  he  was  peculiarly  to- 
licitous  to  obtain  a  character  of  hu¬ 
manity  among  his  countrymen,  and 
to  appear,  at  the  lame  time,  the  pro¬ 
tector  of  their  laws  and  religious 
eftablifhmentl.  He  completely  me- 
ceeded  in  both  of  thele  intentions  : 
and  though  executing  the  orders  of 
the  directory,  at  tiie  head  of  an 
army  of  Frenchmen,  a  people  long 
odious  to  the  Italians,  he  conduced 
himfelf  with  lo  much  prudence  and 
circumfpcction,  as  to  command  the 
refpecl  and  efteem  of  the  latter, 
without  loflng  any  of  the  attach¬ 
ment  and  confidence  of  the  for¬ 
mer. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  proceeded 
without  delay  in  the  reduction  of 
the  papal  dominions.  A  few  days 
were  diffident  to  take  poffeffion  of 
the  provinces  of  Romagna,  Urbino> 
and  Ancona,  the  belt  countries  re¬ 
maining  to  the  pope.  The  city  of 
Ancona  had  made  fome  prepara- 
'  lions 
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lions  for  defence.  A  corps  of  near 
two  thou  (and  men  had  been  pofted 
on  the  high  grounds  that  command 
the  accefs  to  this  important  place, 
towards  the  land;  but  the  French 
general,  Vidor,  found  means  to  fur- 
round  them,  and  they  furrendered 
without  refinance. 

The  next  place  of  consideration 
that  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  was  Loretto,  famous  for 
the  credulity  and  fuperftition  ex¬ 
hibited  there  in  modern  ages.  The 
treafure  contained  in  (he  church, 
where  the  donations  of  princes  and 
flates  and  the  rich  offerings  of  per- 
fonages  of  the  fir  ft  rank  and  opu¬ 
lence  had  been  fo  long  accumu¬ 
lating,  had  been  partly  removed  by 
the  Auftrian  general.  Colli,  com¬ 
mander-in-chief  of  the  papal  forces. 
The  French,  however,  found  arti¬ 
cles  to  the  value  of  about  a  million 
of  their  money.  But,  to  do  them 
juftice,  it  was  not  plunder  nor  de¬ 
valuation  they  fought  in  conquering 
the  pope’s  dominions:  for  which 
indeed  they  could  plead  no  pre¬ 
tence,  as  the  inhabitants  now  fub- 
m  it  ted  to  them  without  oppofition, 
and  feemed,  in  many  places,  in- 
tirely  difpofed  to  fraternife  with 
French  principles. 

After  fubduiog  the  intermediate 
country,  from  Loretto  to  Macarate, 
Buonaparte  fixed  his  quarters  in  this 
place  on  the  twelfth  of  February. 
He  was  now  within  forty  leagues  of 
Rome,  and  it  was  evident  (hat  no 
obftacle  could  retard  his  march  to 
that  city.  In  order  to  terminate 
Foftilities  with  ail  (peed,  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  cardinal  Mattaei,  wherein, 
after  reproaching  the  pope  for  Ins 
endeavours  to  injure  the  republic, 
he  advifed  him  to  triift  to  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  the  French,  and  to  have 
immediate  recourle to  a  pacification. 
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He  fpecified  that  five  days  would  be 
allowed  him  to  conclude  a  peace, 
for  which  purpofe  he  would  meet 
the  perfons  commiffioned  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  it  at  a  place  which  he  ap¬ 
pointed  » 

The  fituation  of  the  pope,  de¬ 
prived  of  all  hope  of  affiftance  from 
any  quarter,  and  relinquifhed  even 
by  his  own  people,  left  him  no  other 
expedient  to  fave  himielf  and  the 
Roman  fee,  from  abfoiute  ruin, 
than  to  accept  of  fuch  conditions  as 
could  be  obtained  from  an  exafpe- 
rated  enemy,  conlcious-  that  he  fub- 
mitted  through  unavoidable  ne~ 
ceffity,  and  would  poftibly  obferve 
the  terms  he  agreed  to  no  longer 
than  thofe  who  impofed  them  were 
able  to  enforce  their  obfervance. 
Yielding,  however  reludfantly,  to 
circum fiances,  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
Buonaparte,  apprifing  him  of  his 
defire  to  treat,  and  requefting  that 
he  would  grant  juft  and  honourable 
conditions.  Four  perfons  were  de¬ 
puted  to  the  French  general,  as  the 
papal  plenipotentiaries  on  this  oc- 
cation.  Cardinal  Mattaei,  and  duke 
Brafchi,  the  pope’s  nephew,  were 
the  principal. 

The  conditions  of  this  treaty 
were  of  the  fame  tenour  as  thofe 
concluded  by  the  French  with  other 
powers.  The  pope  renounced  his 
alliance  with  the  coalition.  He 
agreed  to  difband  the  troops  he  had 
levied  again  ft  the  republic,  and  to 
fliut  his  ports  againft  the  fhips  of 
war  belonging  to  its  enemies,  and 
not  to  furnifh  them  with  fupplies  of 
any  kind.  All  the  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges  enjoyed  by  France,  in  the  pa¬ 
pal  dominions,  previoufly  to  the  re¬ 
volution,  were  confirmed.  He 
ceded  to  the  French,  in  full  fove- 
reignty,  the  country  of  Avignon, 
and  every  place  in  France,  formerly 
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fubjedt  to  the  Roman  fee.  He 
fceded,  in  like  manner,  the  cities  and 
territories  of  Bologna,  Ferrara  and 
the  Romagna.  He  engaged  to  pay 
the  fum  of  thirty  millions  of  French 
bvres  to  the  republic,  either  in  fpe- 
cie  or  in  value,,  and  to  deliver  the 
ffatues,  pidlures,  and  manufcripts, 
Ripulated  in  the  treaty  of  armiftice, 
of  which  he  agreed  to  fulfil  all  the 


other  conditions.  The  Batavian  re¬ 
public  was  included  in  this  treaty: 
on  his  punctual  compliance  with 
which,  the  prifoners  taken  from  him 
were  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  all  the 
places  and  dillrids  reftored,  that  had 
been  feized  by  the  French,  Anco¬ 
na  excepted,  which  however  fhev 
were  only  to  jetain  till  a  general 
peace. 
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Means  for  preventing  the  future  Power  of  the  Roman  Pontiffs  .—And  that  of 
Aufria  Over  the  Countries  conipq/ing  fhe  Republics  on  the  North  and 
South  of  the  Po.- — Moderation  and  Lenity  of  the  French  Republic  to  the 
Non-juring  Clergy. — At  the  fame  Time  that  their  Bigotry  and  Super - 
/lit ion  are  expofed  to  ridicule. — ExceJJive  Rejoicings  and  Exultations  of  the 
French  at  the  Succejjes  of  their  Arms  in  Italy. — - fealcufy f  Envy ?  and  Re- 
fentment ,  againfl  Buonaparte. — Who  ufes  Precautions  for  warding  off  the 
Effects  of  thefe,  and  gaining  Popularity  cmd  Confidence,  not  only  in 
France  but  Italy, — -Moderation  and  Prudence  of  the  Inhabitants  of  St, 
Marino. — Munificence  of  Buonaparte  to  that  fmall  Republic.— Prevalence 
&j 'Republican  Principles  in  Italy — Honour  paid  there  to  the  French  and  Buo¬ 
naparte,- — Preparations  of  Au/lria ,  for  difputing  with  the  French  the  Em -- 
pi  re  of  Italy. — The  Imperial  Army  in  Italy ,  commanded  by  the  Archduke 
Charles. — -Ait ached  by  the  French ,  and,  forced  to  retreat,  —  Capture  of 
Gradifca  arid,  Goritz.-^  Municipal  Governments  fettled-  in  both  thefe  Towns, 
»n  the  Republican  Plan, — -The  Aijlrians  defeated  with  fever e  Lofs  near 
Tarvis-— Audacious  Spirit  of  the  French  Pr  if  oners  cf  War. — The  In* 
f edition  of  this  Spirit  dreaded  by  the  Imperial  Minjlry. — A  Divifion  of 
the  French  Army ,  under  J ember t,  penetrates  info  the  Tyrol.-— Reduces 
HU'oft  oj  the  Jtrong  Forts  of  that  Country.— And  gains  other  Jignal  Ad- 
vantages.— -The  French  obtain  P  off  effort,  of  Brixen.-*— Proclamations  of 
Buonaparte ,  adore  fed,  to  the  Subjects  of  the  Emperor. — The  Aufrians 
obliged  to  abandon  their  Head- Quarters  at  Clagenfurth. — -The  French  crofs 
the  Drove  — Farther  Sncceffes  if  the  French,  under  Jou be rt,  in  the  Tyrol.— 
Remarkable  Engagement  between  the  Aufrians  and  French,  ill  the  Defiles 
leading  to  N 'ewmarck .- — The  Aufrians  continually  defeated ,  but  not  dif- 
eour aged. — Confer  nation  at  Vienna.— But  invincible  Courage  of  the 
A uj Irian  and  Hungarian  Nobles. — Inierefiing  Letter  from  Buonaparte  to 
the  Archduke  Charles.-' — And  ihc  Archduke’s  Anfwer  .—Armifice  between 
the  Aufrians  and  French. — Honours  and  Praij'es  bsf lowed  by  the  French 
Directory  on  the  Army. — Ref  led  ions. 


A  FTER  humbling,  or  rather  in- 
JfilL  deed  annihilating,  in  this  n  an- 
ner,  the  powers  and  importar  ce 
formerly  annexed  to  the  lee  of 
Rome,  the  political  views  of  the  re¬ 
public  were  directed  to  the  means 


of  never  differing  future  pontiffs  to 
to  recover  them.  It  had  already 
rnaoe  an  eflential  progrefs  in  thi3 
bufinefs,  by  formally  approving  the 
confederation  of  Reggio,  Modena, 
lioJogiR*.  and  Ferrara.  To  thefe 

it 
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it  now  added  Romagna*  for  the 
purpofe  of  forming  a  larger  com¬ 
monwealth,  and  a  (fen  ted  to  the  pe¬ 
tition  of  the  people  of  the  Milanefe, 
and  the  other  diflriCts  of  Lombardy, 
•Vvho  were  eager  to  follow  that  ex¬ 
ample,  by  framing  a  republican 
compact  on  a  fimilar  plan. 

The  union  of  interefts*  Which 
would,  for  many  years,  indiffolubly 
connect  thefe  two  republics,  was 
the  belt  feeurity  that  they  would 
make  a  common  caule  againft  the 
reltoration  of  either  the  Aufirianor 
the  papal  power;  both  which  were 
equally  inimical  to  their  newly  ac¬ 
quired  liberties,  and  would  negledt 
no  opportunity  of  reducing  them  to 
their  former  yoke.  The  F rench  go¬ 
vernment,  having  refolded  to  ac¬ 
cede  to  no  pacification  that  fliould 
replace  thefe  countries  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  two  fuch  inveterate  ene¬ 
mies  as  Rome  and  Auftria,  was 
equally  ftudious  to  enable  them,  by 
proper  arrangements  among  them- 
jfelves,  to  acquire  a  degree  of 
ftrength  fufficient  to  maintain  the 
republican  government  they  had 
erected,  againft  the  efforts  which 
would  be  made  to  fubvert  it  by 
any  Italian  power.  The  population 
of  the  countries  on  the  north  and 
fouth  of  the  Po,  that  compofed  the 
two  republics,  was  computed  at  up¬ 
wards  of  four  millions.  This  was 
amply  adequate  to  their  defence 
againft  their  neighbours*  without 
Teq uiring  the  affiftance  of  France, 
which  would  only  be  needed  to  pro- 
left  them  from  the  hoftile  detigns  of 
Auftria ;  and  in  this  cafe  thev  would 
thortly  be  in  a  condition  to  co¬ 
operate  effeflually  in  refitting 
them.  Thus  the  influence  of  France* 
in  Italy,  would  henceforth  be  efta- 
blifhed  on  the  fureft  foundation,  the 


F  EUROPE.  [19 

ftCoeffity  of  adhering  faithfully  to  it 
by  thole  ftates  that  depend  oil  it  for 
their  prefervation. 

In  addition  to  thefe  meafures, 
others  were  taken,  not  lets  condu¬ 
cive  to  remove  the  charge  of  inhu- 
Inanity  againft  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  than  to  prove  of  utility  to  it 
in  other  refpefts  among  the  Italians. 
As  the  laws  enadted  in  France 
againft  the  refractory  clergy,  though 
condemning  them  to  banifmnent, 
did  not  forbid  their  refidence  in  the 
countries  conquered  by  the  French, 
Buonaparte,  who  fought  upon  all 
occafions  to  adopt  meafures  ot 
lenity,  availed  himfelf  of  the  pow¬ 
ers  with  which  he  was  invefted,  to 
iffue  a  proclamation  in  favour  of 
thefe  exiles.  Herein  he  granted 
them  a  formal  permiflion  to  refide  iti 
thofe  parts  of  the  pope’s  domi¬ 
nions,  that  had  been  fiibdued  by  thq 
armies  of  the  republic.  The  French 
troops  were  ftrictly  forbidden  to  ill- 
ufe*  or  inful t  them,  and  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  country  of  all  deferip- 
tions  were  laid  under  the  fame  re¬ 
fir  ici  ions.  Thefe  refugees  were  to 
be  provided  with  all  the  necefiaries 
of  life,  at  the  expence  of  the  con¬ 
vents  appointed  for  their  refidence. 
They  were  in  return  enjoined  to 
take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 
French  government.  This  per- 
rniffibn  extended  not  only  to  thofe 
emigrant  clergymen  who  had  al¬ 
ready  taken  refuge  in  the  papal  ter¬ 
ritories  occupied  by  the  republic, 
but  aifo  to  thole  remaining  in  France* 
that  were  defirous  of  availing  them- 
felves  of  the  like  indulgence. 

This  regulation  was  highly  con¬ 
ciliatory  to  thofe  numbers  of  eccle- 
fiaftics,  who,  though  disapproving 
of  the  changes  effeded  in  politics 
and  religious  affairs  in  France,  ftill 
[  C  2  ]  could 
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could  not  avoid  feeling,  for  their 
country,  and  being  defirous  of  its 
welfare  and  reputation.  Though 
it  had  banifhed  them,  through  ap- 
prehenfions  of  danger  from  their 
principles,  yet  the  prefent  meafure 
fhewed  that  it- had;  not  diverted  it- 
felf  of  ail  c-onfTderation  for  them. 
The  priefts  did  not  forget  the  fer- 
vice  thus  rendered  them.  However 
averfe  to  the  fyftem  efiablifned  in 
their  country,,  they  dill  evinced,  on 
feveral  occafions,.  an  attachment  to 
its  interetrs,  and  a  readinefs  to  for¬ 
ward  them  as  far  as  their  confci- 
circes  would  permit. 

But  while  Buonaparte  was  intent 
on  mitigating  the  rigour  exercifed  on 
the  noa-juring  clergy,  the  French  di¬ 
rectory  took  no  Jefs  care  to  lay  before 
the  in  (petition  of  the  public,  fun  dry 
objects  of  the  fuperditious  veneration, 
of  thofe  ignorant  and  credulous  mul¬ 
titudes,  over  whom  they  dill  re¬ 
tained  fo  much  influence.  Thofe 
objects  were  the  principal  relics  con¬ 
tained  in  the  church  of  Loretto. 
They  were  tranfmitted  to  France,  in 
order  to  be  expofed  (o  derlflon,  and 
to  leflfen,  by  their  evident  abfurdity, 
the  refpect  and  credit  of  the  Romifh 
clergy,  as  abettors,  either  through 
bigotry  or  hypocrify,  of  thofe 
eouady  fhamefiil  and  ridiculous  im¬ 
pel!  lions. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  rejoicings 
and  exultation  of  the  French,  at  the 
capture  of  Mantua,,  and  the  con¬ 
tinual  fuccefles  of  their  arms  in 
Italy,  filled  everv  part  of  the  French 
republic.  The  1'peeches  that  were 
pronounced  on  this  occadon,  in  the 
council  of  five  hundred,  and  in  that 
of  the  ancients,  contained  all  the 
appJaufe  of  their  foldiers  and  com¬ 
manders  that  enthufiafm  could  in- 
(pim,  aad.  ali  the  reprobation  of 


their  enemies  that  tliird  of  revenge 
could  produce. 

There  was,  however,  a  circurn- 
dance  that  diminifhed  the  fatil- 
fadion,  enjoyed  by  the  people,  at  the 
triumphs  of  the  French  armies.  It 
was  in  the  contemplation  of  many,, 
to  bedow  upon  the  commander-in- 
chief  luch  a  remuneration,  as  might 
confpicuoufly  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  his  victories.  This 
was  to  confer  upon  him  the  title  of 
Italians,  in  imitation  of  the  prece¬ 
dents  in  ancient  Rome,  and  in  fome. 
modern  dates.  All  parties  agreed  in 
acknowledging  the  extraordinary 
merit  of  Buonaparte,  and  the  won¬ 
derful  actions  he  Had  performed* 
But  there  was  alfo  a  party,  which* 
though  it  did  not  deny  the  greatneis 
of  his  exploits,  did  not  however  co¬ 
incide  in  the  propriety  of  fuch  a  re- 
com  pen  fe.  They  either  thought*, 

or  pretended  to  think,  it  inconlid- 
ent  with  thofe  maxims  of  dmplicity. 
in  rewards,  that  had  hitherto  diftin- 
guifliecf  the  republican  government! 
This  iurmife  was  deemed,  by  a  great' 
part  of  the  public,  to  be  founded  in 
envy  more  than  in  truth,  and  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  the  royal  rather  than 
the  republican  party..  The  hopes 
of  thofe  that  longed  for  the  return 
of  monarchy  were  fo  enfeebled  by 
the  events  of  the  campaign  of 
Italy,  that  they  could  not  difguife 
their  grief.  It  was  not  from  them 
the  author  of  thefe  events  could  ex- 
ped  to  be  rewarded  for  what  they 
would  have  been  better  pleafed 
that  he  had  never  performed. 
Thus  a  diflindion,  which  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  people  alerted"  he  had 
highly  deferved,  was  withheld  from 
Itim,  through  refentment  and  envy,, 
by  the  intrigues  of  the  enemies  to 
the  republic,  under  pretence  of 

act  in«: 
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acting  conformably  to  its  princi¬ 
ples. 

The  indifference  left  Ted  -on  this 
-and  on  fo-me  preceding -occafions,  at 
the  fuccefies  of  Buonaparte  and  his 
companions  in  arms,  produced  both 
in  him  and  them  a  fufpicion,,  that 
malevolent  deffons  were  harboured 
again#  the  republic;  and  that,  not- 
with  handing  the  warmth  expreffed 
by  the  numerous  majority  in  its  fa¬ 
vour,  a  fecret  party  was  forming 
that  confided  of  men  equally  artful 
■and  perfevering,  who  would  em¬ 
ploy  every  poflible  method  of  de¬ 
preciating  the  fervices  rendered  to 
it,  and  who  were  at  the  fame  time 
fo.  thoroughly  determined  to  effect 
their  purpofes,  that  no  oh  hades 
could  weary  out  their  patience  in 
striving  to  compafs  them. 

From  this  perfuafionof  their  com¬ 
mander-in-chief  and  his  officers, 
arofe  the  repeated  affurances  of  in¬ 
violable  attachment  and  fidelity  to 
the  exifting  government.  They 
.■thought  them  neceflkry  to  impofe  a 
reflraint  upon  its  oppofers,  and  to 
deter  them  from  the  attempts  they 
might  be  meditating,  by  letting 
them  fee  how  refoiutely  and  ef¬ 
fectually  they  would  be  refilled. 

In  order  to  conciliate  the  minds 
of  all  people  to  the  republic,  Buona- 
parte  had  been  particularly  felicitous, 
ever  fince  his  appointment  to  the 
fupreme  command  of  the  French 
army  in  Italy,  to  diflinguifh  himfelf 
by  a  punctual  obfervance  of  all  thofe 
•maxims,  on  which  the  zealous  and 
■fincere  republicans  chiefly  prided 
•themfelves.  He  cautioufiy  avoided 
all  oftentation,  and  in  his  perfonal 
demeanour  readily  put  himfelf  on 
a  footing  of  perfect  equality  with 
•all  perfons  of  decent  fituations  in 
fociety.  Hence  he  had  made  him- 
|eif  a  number  of  friends,  not  .only 
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among  the  French,  but  among  the 
Italians,  who  had  hitherto  experi¬ 
enced  little  of  that  condefcenfion, 
eipecially  from  the  Germans,  who 
ieldom  ftudied  to  make  their  autho¬ 
rity  acceptable  among  the  natives. 
The  Irench  commander  never 
omitted  any  opportunity  of  ingrati¬ 
ating  himfelf  either  in  his  private 
or  public  intercourfe,  for  either  of 
which  he  was  equally  qualified,  by 
his  education  and  the  poMtenefs  ofhis 
manners.  The  influence  he  had  ac¬ 
quired,  by  thefe  means,  poffibly  was 
not  inferior  to  that  which  he  had 
obtained,  by  Ins  -exploits,  Thefe 
made  him  dreaded,  but  the  others 
procured  him  .efteem  and  attach¬ 
ment.  1  he  folicitude  he  had  mani- 
fefled,  in  effecting  and  ean loii dating 
the  federal  union  between  the  re¬ 
publics,  of  which  he  had  encou¬ 
raged  the  foundation,  had,  more  than 
any  other  cireumftance,  raifed  his 
fame  and  credit  among  the  Italian 
politicians,  who  had  long  wifhed  for 
the  revival  of  inch  fy Items  in  their 
country,  recollecting  how  much  it 
hadfoimerly  fiounlhed  'under  them. 

In  compliance  with  this  difpo- 
Ft  ion,  which  was  now  become  very 
general  m  Italy,  and  to  give  it 
every  poflible  countenance  and  en¬ 
couragement,  the  French  command¬ 
er,  while  on  the  papal  territories, 
availed  himlelf  of  that  opportunity 
to  take  re fpectful  notice  of  the  little 
but  ancient  commonwealth  of  St.  Ma¬ 
rino,  ft  us  ted  in  the  dutch  y  of  Urn 
bino-  He  deputed  thither  citizen 
Pvionge,  one  of  the  commiffioners  of 
arts,  and  a  member  of  the  national 
inftitute,  a  man  qf’  genius  and  know¬ 
ledge,  The  commiflioner  made  a 
fpeech  to  the  people  of  St.  Marino,, 
which  teemed  to  be  intended  as  an 
addrefs  to  all  Italy,  and  indeed  to  all 
Europe, .  He  obferved  that  liberty, 
[C  5]  which 
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which  had  transformed  the  ancient 
Greeks  and  Romans  into  heroes,  and 
had,  in  latter  ages,  revived  the  arrs 
and  feiene.es  in  the  republics  of  Italy, 
had,  while  nearly  banifbed  from  the 
Gee  of  Europe,  hill  elided  in 
St.  Marino,  where,  by  the  wifom  of 
the  government,  and  the  virtue  of 
the  people,  it  had  been  preferved 
for  centuries.  The  French  too,  he 
laid,  after  a  whole  age  of  know¬ 
ledge,  had  at  length  perceived  their 
own  flgvery,  and  atTerted  their  free¬ 
dom.,  But  the  powers  of  Europe, 
{hutting  their  eyes  to  the  interefl  of 
mankind,  had  confederated  againfc 
the  liberty  of  France,  and  thought 
to  partition  it  among  them.  The 
french  were  a'dailed  on  all  their 
frontiers  ;  apd  what  mold  aggravated 
their  calamities,  many  of  their  own 
countrymen  united  with  the  enemy 
to  diftrefs  them.  But  they  itood 
firm  in  the  midid  of  all  dangers,  and 
gradually  overcame  all  their  ene¬ 
mies.  Some  wereglad  to  relinquifh 
the  confederacy,  and  others  were 
compelled  to  fue  for  peace.  Jea- 
loufy,  pride,  and  hatred,  kept  to¬ 
gether  their  remaining  foes.  The 
French  had,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  campaign,  deftroyed  four 
Auftrian  armies;  but  the  enemy  frill 
rejedfed  peace.  The  eommiffioner 
then  allured  the  people  of  St.  Ma¬ 
rino  of  peace  and  friend  fl]  ip  on 
the  part  of  France.  Were  any  of 
their  poffeffions  to  be  difputed,or  any 
adjacent  territory  necelfary  to  their 
well-being,  they  might  freely  apply 
fo  the  good  offices  of  the  republic. 

The  anfwer  to  this  addrefs  was 
refpe&ful  and  temperate.  Alder  ex- 
preffing  thole  fetoi, meats  of  admira¬ 
tion,  at  the  valogr  and  heroifm  of 
the  French  general  and  his  army,  to 
which  they  were  juftly  intituled,  the 
citizens  of  St.  Marino  mo  deftly  de=> 
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clined  thofe  offers  of  addition  to 
their  (mall  territory,  which  had 
been  made  by  the  French  cora- 
miffioner,  telling  him,  that  fim- 
plicity  of  manners,  and  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  liberty,  were  the  belt  in¬ 
heritance  tranfmitted  to  them  by 
their  aneefiors  ;  and  that,  content 
with  their  mediocrity,  they  dreaded 
aggrandifement,  as  dangerous  to 
their  freedom.  The  only  requeld 
they  would  make  was  the  protection 
of  France. 

The  moderation  and  prudence  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  little  repub¬ 
lic  was  juldly  rewarded  by  the  mu¬ 
nificence  of  the  French  commander. 
He  prefented  it  with  four  pieces- of 
cannon,  in  the  name  of  the  French 
republic.  He  exempted  their  poA 
feffions  in  the  Romagna,  from  all 
contributions,  and  refufed  the  ten¬ 
der  of  payment  for  a  coniulerable 
quantity  of  corn,  of  which  he  ge- 
neroufly  made  them  a  donation. 

Buonaparte  had  not  only  figna- 
lized  himfelf  by  feats  of  arms  :  he 
had  equally  fucceeded  in  thatobjedt 
which  was  requifite  for  the  com¬ 
plete  attainment  of  the  purpofes  of 
his  expedition.  Thefe  were  to  re¬ 
volutionize  the  minds  of  the  Italians, 
the  better  to  fit  them  for  thofe 
changes  in  their  various  govern¬ 
ments,  that  would  affimilate  them 
to  the  fyftem  eftabliffied  in  France. 
Republican  principles  had  taken 
forcible  root  in  many,  if  not  of  moft 
of  thofe  places  fuhdued  by  the 
French  j,  or  rather  torn  from  their 
former  owners,  for  the  emancipa¬ 
tion  of  the  nations,  to  fpeak  the 
language  of  thefe  as  well  as  of  the 
French  themlelves,  who  boa  tied 
that,  conlrarily  to  the  practice  of 
crowned  heads,  they  conquered  for 
the  benefit  of  mankind  at  large,  and 
fought  no  other  emolument  from 

their 
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fheir  victories,  than  the  glory  of 
delivering  nations  from  tyranny. 

d  hefe  ideas  had  tpread  far  and 
wide  among  the  Italians,  together 
with  the  hope  of  feeing  their  coun¬ 
try  re-attain  its  independence  and 
ancient  fplendour.  The  remem¬ 
brance  of  thofe  celebrated  names, 
♦hat  had  done  it  to  much  credit  of 
old.,  was  now  recalled  with  en- 
thuhafm.  Peculiar  honours  were 
paid  to  the  fpot  where  Virgil  was 
born.  A  monument  was  erected  to 
his  memory,  and  fimilar  memorials 
were  intended  to  perpetuate  the 
fame  of  other  illudrious  men,  who 
had  adorned  their  country  either 
in  former  times,  or  in  modem 
ages. 

Numerous  were  the  effufions  and 
tedimonials  of  their  gratitude  to  the 
French,  for  reviving  their  expecta¬ 
tions  to  recover  thofe  free  govern- 
me-nts,  under  which  feme  of  the 
Italian  hates  had  once  made  to 
^  flour  idling  a  figure.  While  the  re¬ 
publican  army  was  advancing  to¬ 
wards  Rome,  fome  of  its  many 
well-wiffiers  in  that  city  had  al¬ 
ready  reared  in  their  determinations 
v  a  fiafue  to  its  commander,  with  an 
infeription  to  commemorate  the  re¬ 
futation  of  the  fenate  and  people 
to  their  primitive  power  and  dig¬ 
nity. 

At  Faenza,  the  inhabitants  ac¬ 
tually  erected  a  triumphal  arch  to 
the  honour  of  the  French,  and  of 
Buonaparte,  fpeci fying  their  victory 
over  the  papal  army,  and  (ecuring 
thereby  the  liberty  of  that  city. 
The  fadt  was,  that  the  governments 
exercifed  over  the  different  people 
of  Italy,  in  the  ecclefiadical  frate 
efpecially,  were  fallen  fo  low  in 
the  eftimation  of  the  public,  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants 
were  heartily  defirous  of  a  change. 


The  clergy  in  the  pope’s  dominions 
engroffed  all  the  authority,  and  the 
other  countries  were  in  the  hands  of 
foreigners.  Hence  the  national 
fpirit  of  the  natives  was  extindt, 
and  they  felt  no  filtered  in  the 
tran faClions  of  their  rulers,  looking 
upon  themfelves,  as  wholly  uncon¬ 
cerned  either  in  the  good  or  the 
ill  fuccefs  of  their  meafures. 

While  Buonaparte  was  putting 
the  lad  hand  to  the  fettlement  of 
differences  with  the  court  of  Rome, 
and  of  the  affairs  of  the  newly  con- 
diluted  republics,  the  councils  of 
the  Imperial  court,  were  no  lets 
budly  occupied  in  preparing  the 
means  of  difputing,  once  more,  the 
empire  of  Italy,  with  this  fortunate 
commander.  The  point,  that  feemed 
chiefly  in  contemplation,  was  whom 
to  appoint  fuccelfor  to  thofe  gene¬ 
rals,  whom  he  had  fuccefiiveiy  de¬ 
feated.  Several  were  propofed, 
and  in  truth,  the  Andrian  armies 
were  not  deficient  in  officers  of  ex¬ 
perience  and  reputation  ;  but  the 
general  voice  feemed  to  pronounce 
in  favour  of  the  archduke  Charles* 
His  conduct  and  fucceffes,  during 

-j  .  '  *  O' 

the  lad  campaign,  had  made  him 
very  conspicuous,  and  his  clodng  it 
with  the  taking  of  Kehl,  and  by 
compelling  the  French  to  retire 
within  their  own  limits,  had  railed 
him  a  great  name  id-ail  Germany* 
Thefe  circumdances  determined  the 
Imperial  minidry  to  fix  upon  this 
young  prince  as  the  fitted  rival  to 
oppoie  to  Buonaparte. 

In  order  to  fend  him  to  the  field 
with  all  the  advantages  that  could 
be  procured,  every  exertion  was 
made  throughout  the  Audrian  do¬ 
minions,  to  furnifh  him  with  an 
army  fit  to  revive  the  hopes  of  his 
family  and  his  country,  both  which, 
rightly  confidered  the  efforts  that 
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were  making  for  another  trial  of 
fortune,  to  be  the  Jaft  that  could 
poflibly  be  made.  Full  of  this  per- 
fuafion,  a  moll  formidable  army  was 
again  collefited.  from  the  numerous 
divitions  and  garrifons  in  the  Auf- 
trian  fervice.  Their  patriot! (in  and 
honour  were  equally  excited  by 
every  motive  that  could  frimulate 
either.  To  do  the  Auffrians  juftice, 
they  had  difplayfed  enough  of  both 
to  preferve  their  character  unful- 
lied.  But  the  extremity  to  which 
their  fovereign  and  their  country 
was  now  reduced  evidently  called 
for  greater  exertions  than  ever. 

The  archduke  Charles,  though 
a  prince  of  high  fpirit,  and  of  an 
enterpriting  difpofition,  was  not 
by  the  public  reputed  an  adequate 
match  for  Buonaparte.  This  latter, 
bad  raifed  himfelf  entirely  by  his 
talents  and  merit ;  but  the  former 
owed  what  he  was  evidently  to  his 
royal  birth.  No  expectations  were 
formed,  by  thofe  who  attended  to 
their  refpedlive  characters,  that  he 
would  be  able  to  cope  with  the 
abilities  of  the  French  general. 

The  Austrians  had  been  fo  com: 
pletely  defeated,  at  the  battle  of 
Rivoli,  that  they  hqd  ever  ft  nee 
been  averfe  to  take  the  field  again  ft 
the  French.  They  were  cautioufly 
pofted  on  the  northern  fide  of  the 
Piava,,  waiting  for  the  reinfprce- 
rnents  of  which  the  Archduke’s 
army  was  chiefly  to  confift.  The 
French,  on  the  fouth  of  that,  river, 
and  of  the  Lavifio,  were  watch¬ 
ful  of  their  motions,  conftantly  re¬ 
pelling  them  whenever  they  at¬ 
tempted  to  crofs  either.  Part  of 
February  and  of  March  were  con- 
fumed  in  hoffili ties  of  this  nature. 

As  foon  as  the  archduke  had  a f- 
fumed  the  command,  the  French 
determined  to  march  againfl  lump 


before  he  had  received  a  farther  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  ftrength  already  ar¬ 
rived.  To  this  intent  they  advanced 
to  the  Piava,  in  three  divifions.  The 
firft  commanded  by  Maffena,  effect¬ 
ed  its  palTage  over,  near  Feltri,  on 
the  tenth  of  March,  and  compel¬ 
led  the  Auftrians  to  withdraw  to 
Belluno,  higher  up  that  river.  The 
fecond  divifion,  under  Serrurier, 
proceeded  to  Afola,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  which,  he  alfo  crofted 
on  the  twelfth,  alter  putting  to  the 
rout  a  body  of  Auftrians  that  op- 
pofed  him.  Several  other  corps  were 
encamped  near  this  one:  but  they 
did  not  venture  to  fupport  it,  and 
they  all  made  a  precipitate  retreat,- 
in  apprehenfion  of  being  furrounded, 
and  cut  off  by  the  two  divifions  that 
had  already  crofted,  and  by  another 
that  was  then  crofting  the  river. 
It  was  headed  by  general  Guiaux, 
who  advanced  that  very  evening  to 
Conagliono,  and,  on  the  next  day, 
the  thirteenth,  to  Sacali,  where  he 
overtook  the  rear  guard  of  a  lar^e 
divifion  of  the  Auftrians,  and  made 
a  number  of  prifoners.  Maffena, 
after  taking  pofleftion  of  Balluno, 
purfued  the  enemy  that  was  retreat¬ 
ing  to  Cadora,  and  took  fome  hun¬ 
dreds.  On  the  fixteenth,  all  the 
French  divifions  directed  their 
march  to  the  Tagliomento.  The 
Auftrians  were  intrenched  on  the 
pppofite  fide,  in  hope  of  being 
more  fuccefsful,  in  defending  the 
paftage  of  this  river,  than  of  the 
Piava.  The  archduke  commanded 
them  in  perfon,  and  was  duly  fen- 
fible  of  the  neceftity  of  flopping  the 
progress  of  the  French,  and  that,  by 
pafting  this  river,  they  would  be 
able  to  over-run  a  large  extent  of 

(  o 

country.  This  action,  which  both 
he  and  Buonaparte  eonfidered  as 
decifive,  began  at  mid-day.  The 

French 
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French  were  by  this  time  arrived  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  and  the  paf- 
jage  was  immediately  commenced. 
Their  right  and  left,  protected  by 
a  formidable  artillery,  were  directed 
by  Buonaparte,  to  crofs  the  river, 
and  to  attack  the  enemy  in  flank, 
while  the  centre  made  its  paflage 
in  their  front.  His  orders  were  ex¬ 
ecuted  with  the  completed  fuccefs. 
Both  the  cavalry  and  infantry  of  the 
Auflrians  were  drawn  up  with  the 
utmoft  (kill,  and  behaved  with  fo 
much  firmnefs,  in  their  refpedtive 
petitions,  as  for  a  while  to  balance 
the  fortune  of  the  day  :  but  the  paf¬ 
lage  being  at  length  effected  every 
where,  and  the  repeated  charges  of 
the  Auflrians  having  failed  to  make 
that  impreffion  upon  the  French, 
which  was  hoped,  from  the  bravery 
of  the  foldiers,  and  the  judgement 
of  thofe  who  conducted  them,  it 
was  found  neceflary  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  a-  retreat.  The  principal 
lofs,  in  this  affair,  fed  upon  the 
officers  of  the  Imperialifis  j  one  of 
th  eir  generals  was  flain,  and  feyeral 
officers  of  rank  were  made  prifoners, 
with  fome  hundreds  of  men,  betides 
thofe  that  were  flain. 

The  defeat  of,  the  Auflrians  was 
chiefly  owing  to  the  fuperiority  of 
the  French  artillery.  It  flruck  them 
with  fuch  terror,  that,  after  quitting 
the  field  of  battle,  they  could  not 
be  prevailed  on  to  make  a  (land. 
The  archduke  had  taken  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  pofl  at  a  village,  where 
he  propofed  to  maintain  his  ground, 
find  rifk  another  combat,  the  next 
morning  ;  but  the  difeoufagement  of 
his  men,  and  the  impetuofity  with 
which  it  was  affailed  by  the  French, 
notivithflandinga  dark  and  tempeftu- 
ous  night,  comoelled  him  to  abandon 
his  defign.  The  Auflrians  were 
driven  from  their  port,  and  it  was 


with  difficulty,  that  he  efiedled  his 
own  efbape. 

The  paflages  of  the  Piava,  and 
of  the  Tagliamento,  decided  the 
contefl  between  the  archduke  and 
Buonaparte.  The  whole  country 
to  the  north  of  thefe  rivers  now 
lay  open  to  the  French.  The  re¬ 
publican  army  Ipread  itfeif  imme¬ 
diately  into  every  direction,  the 
Imperial  troops  retiring  before  them 
with  a  vifibly  diminifhed  refiflance. 
Thefe  evacuated  Palmanova,  of 
which  the  French  took  pofieffion, 
on  the  eighteenth,  with  immenfe 
magazines  of  provifions.  They  ad¬ 
vanced  on  the.  nineteenth  to  Gra- 
difea,  a  town  of  importance  on  the 
river  Lizonzo.  The  Auflrians  were 
pofted  in  force  on  the  oppofite 
bank  :  but  the  French  having  ef¬ 
fected  a  paflage,  made  them  (elves 
m afters  of  the  heights  command- 
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mg  the  town,  upon  which  it  was 
obliged  to  furrender,  and  the  gar- 
rifon,  confiding  of  the  beft  troops 
in  the  archduke’s  army,  were  made 
prifoners  of  war,  to  the  amount  of 
three  thoufand.  Another  French 
divifion  proceeding  northward  from 
the  Tagliamento,  drove  the  retreat¬ 
ing  enemy  as  far  as  Ponteba,  after 
repeatedly  defeating  him,  and  ma¬ 
king  numbers  prifoners,  with  vaft 
quantities  of  (lores . 

The  capture  of  Gradifca  was 
followed  by  that  of  Goritz,  on  the 
twenty-firft  of  March.  The  Auf- 
trians  withdrew  from  this  place  in 
Inch  hafle,  that  they  left  fifteen 
hundred  fick  and  wounded  in  the 
hofpitals,  with  all  their  provifions 
and  (lores.  Both  thefe  towns  be¬ 
longing  to  the  emperor,  the  French 
commander  fettled  a  municipal  go¬ 
vernment  in  them,  on  the  republi¬ 
can  form,  declaring  them  in  poflefr 
lion  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges 

they 
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ithev  were  intituled  to  claim.  He 

• j  t 

treated  them  altogether  with  mark¬ 
ed  lenity,  in  order,  doubtfefs,  to 
prepare  the  way  for  a  ready  fub- 
miffion,  on  the  part  of  Ihofe  cities 
and  diftritls,  in  the  Imperial  ter¬ 
ritories,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  holti- 
lities,  he  would  fhortly  be  nece  fil¬ 
iated  to  reduce  to  his  obedience. 

After  the  reduction  ot  thefe  two 
towns,  a  body  of  French  was  dif- 
patched  to  take  polTeffion  of  Triefte, 
the  only  fea  port  belonging  to 
the  emperor,  on  the  Adriatic.  It 
fell  into  their  hands  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  March.  Here,  and  in  its, 
vicinity,  they  found  an  immenfe 
booty. 

In  the  mean  time,  general 
Guieux  and  Maifena  were  advan¬ 
cing,  from  the  different  quarters,  to 
the  borders  of  Carinthia.  The  for¬ 
mer  attacked  the  Auftrians  intrench¬ 
ed  at  Pufero,  a  Prong  politico  at 
the  entrance  of  the  narrow  pafles 
of  Caporalto,  into  which  he  drove 
them  with  conliderable  lots.  The 
latter  pofleffed  himfelf  of  Tarvis,  a 
place  on  the  opposite  fide  of  thofe 
paffes;  by  which  motion  the  Auf- 
trians,  driven  from  Pufero,  were 
inclofed  between  the  two  French 
divifipns.  A  large  body  of  Andrians 
marched  from  Clagenfurth,  in  Ca- 
yintbia,  to  their  relief,  and  affailed 
Maifena  at  Tarvis,  where  a  moft 
obdinate  battle  was  fought :  but 
the  Audrians  were  entirely  de¬ 
feated.  Three  of  their  generals 
were  taken,  and  a  celebrated  re¬ 
giment  of  Cuiradiers,  almoft  de- 
droyed.  General  Guieux,  had,  in 
the  mean  while,puflied  the  Audrians 
in  the  defile,  as  far  as  Lachinfa,  a 
ftrongly  fortified  pod,  which  he 
carried,  however,  after  a  refolute 
defence.  They  endeavoured  to 
-make  a  retreat-  bat  were  inter¬ 


rupted  by  the  victorious  divifion, 
under  Maifena,  The  lofs  of  the 
Audrians  on  this  occafion,  befides 
the  flain,  amounted  to  five  thousand 
prifoners,  among  whom  were  four 
generals,  thirty  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  four  hundred  waggons  with  all 
the  baggage. 

This  was  a  fatal  day  to  the  Im¬ 
perial  arms.  It  clofed,  in  a  man¬ 
ner,  the  hopes  that  had  dill  remain¬ 
ed  of  better  fortune,  under  the  auf- 
pices  of  the  archduke  Charles,  and 
raifed  the  opinion  entertained  of 
Buonaparte  to  the  highed  fummit. 
What  principally  alarmed  the  court 
of  Vienna  was  the  proximity  of 
the  French  army  to  the  Hungarians, 
a  people  that  had  not  forgotten  the 
druggies  of  their  forefathers,  again  fit 
the  ufurpation  of  the  houfe  of 
Audria,  and  the  danger,  led  a  nmi- 
lar  { pirit  of  red  dance  fhould  be  re¬ 
generated  among  them,  efpecially 
as  they  had  fueh  recent  caules  of 
di  (content. 

A  fpecimen  of  the  unconquerable, 
and,  in. truth,  it  may  belaid,  infolent 
fpirit,  infufed  by  the  republican 
principles  current  among  the  French, 
had  been  exhibited  by  their  prd 
foners  in  the  hereditary  dates,  dur¬ 
ing  the  lad  dimmer.  On  the  tenth 
of  A  u gud,  the  day  whereon  the 
unhappy  Lewis  the  lixteenth,  was 
dethroned,  a  number  of  them,  coim 
fined  at  Qiagenfurtb,  the  principal 
town  of  the  province  of  Carinthia, 
celebrated  this  event,  with  marked 
exultation,  in  defiance,  as  it  were, 
of  the  Auftriaii  government.  The 
formalities,  that  accompanied  tbeoM 
fervance  of  this  day,  were  all  cal¬ 
culated  to  manifed  their  hatred  of 
royal  power,  and  their  attachment 
to  republicanibn,  and  efpecially  to 
that  equality  of  rank  which  ad¬ 
mitted  of  no  diflincUon  among  man* 

but 
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but  that  which  refulted  from  virtue 
and  merit. 

The  French  prifoners,  in  the  Im¬ 
perial  dominions,  were  alike  every¬ 
where,  in  this  refpect,  and  Teemed, 
in  truth,  to  court  the  notice  of  the 
hibjecis  of  Auftria,  by  the  unre¬ 
ft  rained  liberties  they  atTumed  upon 
all  occafions  of  this  nature.  Their 
fpeeches,  their  longs,  their  devices, 
all  tended  to  ftiew  in  wliat  contempt 
they  held  all  people  that  fubmittec! 
to  the  government  of  kings,  and 
how  firmly  they  were  determined 
never  again  to  admit  them  into 
France. 

This  demeanor  of  the  French, 
tinder  the  very  eye  of  the  Auftrian 
government,  and  in  the  heart  of  the 
empire,  occafioned  no  fmall  uneafi- 
nefs  to  thofe  who  reflect  with'  how 
much  facility  fuch  notions  might  be 
propagated  among  the  multitude. 
Toured  with  the  leverity  ot  their 
rulers,  and  oppreffed  with  the  ma¬ 
nifold  burdens  laid  upon  them,  tor 
the  maintenance  of  a  war,  which 
the  majority  of  people  disappro¬ 
ved  in  fecret ;  though  the  dread  of 
being  puniihed,  for  a  manifefiation 
of  their  fentiments,  compelled  them 
to  feign  approbation. 

It  was  now  become  unfeafonable 
and  dangerous  to  attempt  the  iup- 
preffion  of  thefe  fentiments  among 
the  great  number  of  French  dil- 
perfed  in  the  towns  on  the  borders 
of  the  prefent  theatre  of  war.  The 
approach  of  Buonaparte,  and  his  vic¬ 
torious  army,  ha<J  filled  them  with 
additional  boldnefs;  and  ftrong  ful- 
picions  were  entertained,  by  the 
Imperial  minifiry,  that  in  Hungary, 
and  in  Auftria  itfelf,  they  had  adhe¬ 
rents  to  their  principles,  numerous 
enough  to  form  themfelves  into  a 
ftrong  party,  were  occurrences  to 
Javopr  tjiefe  fecret  inclinations. 


The  uninterrupted  continuance 
of  the  French  commander’s  good 
fortune  grew  daily  more  alarming. 
That  part  of  his  army,  which  had 
penetrated  into  the  Tyrol,  had  kept 
equal  pace  with  that  under  his  own 
irffpedion  Joubert,  who  command¬ 
ed  it,  had,  with  his  ulual  activity 
and  iuccefs,  made  himlelf  matter  of 
moll  of  the  ftrong  pofts  in  that 
country  ;  and,  feconded  by  the  ma- 
ny  expert  officers  under  him,  had 
obtained  feme  fignal  advantages, 
He  furrounded  a  large  body  of  Im- 
perialifts,  on  the  Lavifio,  where 
they  had  taken  poffeftion  of  advan¬ 
tageous  ground,  with  an  intention 
to  difpute  the  entrance  of  the  inner 
country.  This  body  was  chiefly 
compofed  of  Tyrolean  riflemen,  fa¬ 
mous  for  their  dexterity  in  that- 
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manner  of  fighting.  The  combat 
was  long  and  blood},  but  terminated 
in  the  total  overthrow  of  the  Im  peri¬ 
al  ifts  :  twothoufand  were  killed,  and 
four  thoufand  made  prifoners.  The 
remainder  withdrew  higher  up  the 
river,  towards  Botzen.  They  halted 
at  Tramin,  a  fituation  of  ftrengtfe 
where  they  made  a  vigourous  de¬ 
fence.  But  notwithftanding  the 
bravery  and  yondud  of  general 
Laudohn,  their  commander,  they 
were  at  length  completely  worfted, 
their  retreat  to  Botzen  cutoff,  and  all 
that  could  efcape,  forced  to  take  re¬ 
fuge  in  the  neighbouring  mountains. 
After  fecuring  Botzen,  Joubert  di¬ 
rected  his  march  Jo  CJaufen,  where 
the  Auftnans  had  aiiembled  a  great 
force.  Flere  a  furious  conflid  en- 
1  lied,  and  fuccels  long  remained 
doubtful,  fo  ftrong! y  were  the  Im- 
perialiils  pofted.  The  centre  of 
the  French,  headed  by  Joubert  in. 
perfon,  lucceecled  at  laft,  after  re¬ 
peated  efforts,  in  breaking  the  ene¬ 
my’s  line.  This  at  once  decided 

the 
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the  day.  The  Imperial  troops  were 
wholly  routed,  and  fifteen  hundred 
captured,  befides  the  flain.  They 
tied  in  diforder  from  Claufen  to 
Brixen,  cloiely  purfued  by  the 
French,  who  took  pofieftion  of  this 
Important  place,  which  the  enemy 
abandoned'  with  precipitation.  In 
ihefe  feveral  actions,  particularly  of 
Tramin,  general  Dumas,  at  the  head 
of  the  French  cavalry,  did  fignal 
Cervices.  Here  he  firft  broke  the 
enemy,  and  took  fix  hundred  pri¬ 
soners,  which  led  the  way  to  their 
entire  defeat. 

The  victories  obtained  by  Buo¬ 
naparte’s  generals,  or  thofe  wherein 
he  predded  in  perfon,  had  now 
brought  him  to  the  borders  of  Ca- 
rinthia.  Defirous  of  reconciling  the 
inhabitants  of  this  province  to  the 
entrance  of  the  French,  and  no  lefs 
in  order  to  avail  him. elf  of  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  di  refit  an  add  refs, 
through  them,  to  all  the  people 
of  Germany,  he  Mined  a  procla¬ 
mation,  wherein  he  difdaimed 
all  purpofes  of  con'qued  over  the 
empire.  The  loleaim  of  the  French 
government,  he  laid,  was  to  termi¬ 
nate  this  calamitous  war;  but  the 
Imperial  court  had  refufed  to  attend 
to  the  propofals  of  peace  .offered  to 
it.  Corrupted  by  the  gold  of  Eng¬ 
land,  the  emperor’s  m millers  be¬ 
trayed  both  him  and  his  lubjebts, 
and  rendered  them  the  tools  of  that 
power.  He  was  confcious,  he  faid, 
■that  the  war  was  contrary  to  the 
fenfe  of  both  his  German  and  Hun¬ 
garian  fubjedls.  He,  therefore,  in¬ 
vited  them  to  enter  into  terms  of 
amity.  He  required  no  contribu¬ 
tions  :  all  he  a  Iked  of  them  was, 
that  they  would  furnifh  provifions 
,to  his  army,  for  which  they  fhould 
,i>&  indemnified,  by  being  difeharged 


from  all  the  impods  they  were  ufea 
to  pay  to  the  emperor. 

This  proclamation,  as  well  as  the 
many  others,  itfued  occasionally  by 
the  French  commander,  made  little 
i  m  p  ref  lion  upon  thofe  to  whom  they 
were  addreffed.  But  they  ferved 
as  manifeflos  to  the  politic  world,, 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  judi- 
fied  the  French  in  their  endeavours 
to  force  their  enemies  to  accede  to 
a  peace,  which,  had  thefe  been  vic¬ 
torious,  they  would  have  dictated 
to  the  French,  as  peremptorily,  at 
lead,  as  thele  did  to  them. 

The  ciofe  of  March  was  ap¬ 
proaching.  Since  the  tenth,  the 
Andrians  had  not  only  been  expel¬ 
led  from  their  pods,  in  the  territory 
of  Venice,  but  had  lod  the  mod  con- 
fiderahle  of  thofe  upon  their  own 
frontiers.  The  province  of  Carni- 
ola  was  nearly  in  the  pofieflion  of 
the  French,  who  had  Entered  Ca- 
•ri nt hia,  and  encamped  on  the  fouth- 
ern  fide  of  the  Drave,  at  tome 
diftanoe  from  Clagenfurth,  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  this  province.  General  Maf- 
fena’s  divifion  pufhed  forward,  on 
the  twenty-ninth,  towards  that  city. 
The  main  body  of  the  Auftrians 
was  drawn  up  before  it,  to  receive 
him  ;  but,  after  a  flight  refidance, 
and  the  lofs  of  fome  hundreds,  killed 
and  taken,  it  retired  with  all  fpeed, 
and  the  archduke  abandoned  that 
place,  which,  being  his  head-quar¬ 
ters,  the  lofs  of  it  cad  a  damp  on 
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the  whole  Imperial-  army.  The 
French  now  eroded  the  Drave,  and 
advanced  beyond  it  to  Freifach, 
a  pod  of  importance.  While  their 
central  divifion  was  thus  gaining 
ground,  the  left,  under  Joubert,  was 
making  no  lefs  progrefs  in  the  Ty¬ 
rol.  He  had  been  reinforced  by  a 
body  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  ge- 
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$eral  Zajouzeck,  one  of  thofe  Polilh 
officers  who  had  taken  up  arms  with 
Kofciufko,  for  the  deliverance  of 
their  country ;  and,  fooner  than 
fubmit  either  to  the  Ruffians  or  the 
Auftrians,  had  preferred  a  voluntary 
exile,  and  entered  into  the  fervice  of 
the  French  republic.  The  Imperi- 
alifts  had  potted  themfelves  in  the 
defiles,  leading  to  Infpruck,  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  the  Tyrol.  Here  they  were 
attacked  by  joubert,  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  March.  As  they  confided 
of  veterans,  detached  from  the 
Rhine,  purpofely  for  the  defence 
of  this  province,  it  was  hoped  they 
would  have  been  able  to  guard  its 
accedes ;  but  the  charge  of  the 
French,  feconded  by  their  artillery, 
Was  fo  impetuous,  that  the  paffies 
were  forced,  and  the  Imperial  troops 
fouted,  with  the  lofs  of  fix  hundred 
prisoners,  exclufive  of  thofe  who 
fell  in  the  afction,  together  with  the 
whole  of  their  baggage.  The  divi- 
fion  of  the  right,  under  Bernadotte, 
was  equally  fuccefsfuh  It  com¬ 
pleted  the  reduction  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Carniola,  by  the  capture  of 
Laubach,  its  capital,  on  the  firfi  of 
April.  This  opened  the  way,  on 
that  tide,  to  an  entrance  into  the 
province  of  Stiria,  contiguous  to 
Aufiria  itfelf.  In  thefe  different 
expeditions,  the  French  acquired 
an  immenfe  booty,  in  clothing, 
arms,  and  military  fibres  of  all  de- 
feriptions,  and  in  magazines,  filled 
with  all  forts  of  provisions. 

On  the  fame  day,  Maflena’s  divt- 
fion,  which,  after  taking  pofieffion 
of  Clagenfurth,  had  penetrated  into 
the  country  beyond  the  Drave, 
marched  in  force  to  attack  a  large 
body  of  Imperial  ills,  polled  in  the 
defiles,  leading  to  Neumailc,  and 
commanded  by  the  archduke  in  per- 


fon.  The  encounter  was  obfHnate; 
but  the  defiles  were  carried  by  the 
French,  who  purfued  the  Auftrians 
with  fo  much  celerity,  that  thefe 
were  compelled  to  halt,  and  form 
into  a  line  of  battle,  for  their  de¬ 
fence.  The  fight  was  renewed, 
writh  increased  fury.  The  archduke' 
had  brought  up  eight  battalions  of 
thofe  granadiers  who'  had  fervec! 
under  him  at  Kehl,  and  on  whom 
he  juftly  relied  for  their  valour  ami 
expertnefs.  Mallena  encountered 
them  with  his  own  granadiers,  who 
were  alio  deemed  the  flower  of  his 
army.  They  formed  the  centre,  on 
both  rides,  and  charged  each  other 
with  equal  bravery  :  but  the  flanks 
of  the '  Imperial  granadiers,  being 
fudde  nly  availed,  by  all  the  troops 
that  M  alien  a  could  detach  for 
that  purpofe,  and  which  came 
through  narrow  and  unguarded 
paths,  in  the  heat  of  addon,  they 
were  thrown  into  diforder,  and 
forced  to  abandon  their  ground, 
not  with  Fan  ding  the  formidable  ar¬ 
tillery  that  protected  it.  About  fix 
hundred  of  them  were  taken  prifon-- 
ers,  betides  a  great  number  of  fiain. 
Night  coming  on,  they  availed 
themleves  of  it  to  haften  their  re¬ 
treat,  leaving  the  French  mafters  of 
the  defile,  and  of  all.  the  country  as 
far  as  Neumark,of  which  they  took 
pofieffion  the  next  morning,  and 
where  they  found  large  quantities  of 
fibres  and  provifions. 

The  archduke,  having  collected 
his  retreating  troops,  made  a  Hand 
at  Hundfmark,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  river  Murb,  but,  the  French 
coming  up  with  them,  on  the  third, 
they  were  routed,  after  a  fhort  con¬ 
flict ;  and  their  rearguard,  confid¬ 
ing  of  four  veteran  regiments,  from 
the  army  on  tfye  Rhine,  loft  near 
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a  thoufand  men,  killed  and  taken. 
The  lofs  of  the  French*  in  both 
thefe  engagements,  was  compara¬ 
tively  fmall,  on  a  consideration  of 

j 

the  advantages  they  obtained.  The 
Austrians  were  now  fo  difcouraged, 
by  their  constant  defeats,  notwith¬ 
standing  their  courage,  and  conduct, 
that  they  fee  rued  to  have  come  to 
a  determination  to  remain  wholly 
on  the  defensive,  and  to  venture  no 
encounters,  but  for  the  purpoSe  of 
protecting  a  retreat.  Their  prefent 
petition  Was  fuch,  indeed,  as  left 
them  little  hope  of  contending,  Suc- 
cefsfully,  with  the  French,-  Thefe 
had,  in  confequence  of  the  late  ac¬ 
tion,  occupied  the  dronged  places 
in  Carinthia.  General  Spork,  an 
Audrian  officer  of  note,  was  on  his 
inarch  along  the  valley,  on  the 
Southern  banks  of  the  Murh,  at  the 
head  of  a  considerable  reinforce¬ 
ment,  for  the  defeated  army  :  but 
the  French  poded  themfelves  on  his 
paflage,  in  fuch  force,  that  he  found 
it  impracticable  to  advance  beyond 
Murau,  a  town  upon  the  river 
Murh,  where  his  own  Situation  be¬ 
came  dangerous. 

It  was  now  evident,  that  all  ex¬ 
pectations  of  an  effectual  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  French  were  unfounded. 
The  fifth  army  that  had  been  levied 
by  Audria,  to  encounter  them,  was 
no  longer  in  being.  In  the  fhort 
lapfe  of  a  month,  twenty  thoufand 
men  had  been  made  prifoners,  and 
the  remainder  had  either  fallen  in 
battle,  or  taken  refuge  in  a  broken 
and  diattered  condition,  among  the 
mountains  and  fadeneffes  of  the 
epuntry.  The  recruits  that  were 
railing  could  not  fupply  the  place 
of  veterans  who  had  not  themfelves 
been  able  to  refill  the  French.  The 
archduke,  on  whom  fuch  confidence 


had  been  reded,  had  proved  as  ufi* 
fortunate  as  his  predeceffors  in  com¬ 
mand.  The  only  refource  left  to 
the  houfe  of  Audria,  was,  in  all 
appearance,  to  acquiefce  in  the 
terms  of  pacification  offered  by 
France. 

The  condernation  at  Vienna  was 
extreme!  but  the  Audria  nobilify* 
warmly  attached  to  the  Imperial 
family,  with  which  it  participated 
in  all  the  dignities  of  the  German 
empire,  expreffed  a  zealous  deter¬ 
mination  to  Share  the  fortune  of  its 
fovereign,  and  to  defend  his  capi¬ 
ta!  to  the  lad  extremity.  The  re¬ 
mains  of  that  body  of  young  gentle-* 
men,  who  had  fervea  as  volunteers, 
in  Italy,  under  Alvinzi,  were  again 
completed;  and,  by  admitting  the 
youth  of  all  decent  clatles,  were 
augmented  to  eight  thoufand.  The 
Hungarian  nobles,  and  their  vaf- 
fals,  were  called  upon  to  arm,  and 
repair  to  Vienna :  and  all  able- 
bodied  men,  in  the  hereditary  dates* 
were  ordered  to  form  themfelves 
into  companies  in  their  refpeCtive 
districts  Out  of  all  thefe  a  formid¬ 
able  mafs  of  dout  and  refolute  men 
was  to  be  raifed.  This,  added  to 
the  regulars,  affembling  from  all 
quarters,  would,  it  was  not  doubted, 
conditute  a  force,  which,  though  it 
might  not  intimidate  the  victorious 
enemy,  ftili  plight  prove  the  means 
of  inducing  him  to  relax  from  the 
Severity  of  the  terms  he  would  other- 
wife  indft  upon. 

But  thefe  orders,  and  prepara¬ 
tions,  did  not  quiet  the  alarms  of 
the  generality.  Numbers  of  the 
opulent,  and  even  of  the  higher 
ranks,  hadened  to  withdraw  them¬ 
felves,  and  their  effects,  in  appre* 
hendon  of  a  liege.  The  emperor, 
himfelf.  Signified  his  intention  to 

quit 
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Writ  Vienna  in  fuch  a  cafe;  and  the 
c  Stoppage  of  payment,  at  the  bank, 

<  completed,  at  once,  the  fears  and 
1  diffatisfahUon  of  the  public. 

Buonaparte  was,  m  the  mean 
i  time,  collecting,  and  concentrating 
fl  his  forces,  in  order  to  proceed,  in 
a  direct  march,  to  Vienna,  wherp 

I  he  notified,  to  the  directory,  that  he 
hoped,  fhortlv,  to  plant  (he  ftandard 
of  France,  It  the  emperor  fill!  con¬ 
tinued  av«rfe  to  a  peace.  Fie  now 
;  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Ciagan- 
i  furth,  where  thofe  of  the  archduke 
i  had  been  fame  days  before,  in  order 
i  to  render  his  expulsion  from  this 
i  place,  and  his  reverie  of  fortune, 
the  more  remarkable,  through  a 
eircuroftance  that  would  not  fail 
to  attradt  notice  from  its  particu¬ 
larity. 

A  gleam  of  returning  fortune  had, 
on  the  other  hand,  attended  the 
Aultrian  arms  in  the  Tyrol.  The 
inhabitants  of  that  province  had 
ri  fen-in  a  mats,  and  joined  the  forces 
tinder  general  Laudohn.  Strength-, 
ened  by  numbers,  which,  though  un- 
difciplined,  were  not  the  lei's  brave, 
and  enterprising,,  he  refolded  (o  at¬ 
tack  the  divion  under  Joubert,  who, 
after  his  fucceisful  adion,  on  the 
twenty-eighty  of  March,  had  taken 
potl  at  Botzen,  in  order  to  give 
fome  refpite  to  his  men,  after  the 
fat  igues  they  had  undergone.  On 
the  fourth  of  April  they  were 
a  (failed  by  the  Andrian  troops, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Tyrolefe. 
Overpowered  by  immendty  of  num¬ 
bers,  they  were  obliged  to  give 
way,  and  retire  to  Brixen,  which 
they  were  alfo  obliged  to  abandon 
the  following  day.  Here,  however, 
the  fuccefs  of  the  Andrians  ter¬ 
minated.  Buonaparte’s  plan  re- 
quiring  the  united  firength  of  all 


his  forces,  Joubert’s  divifion  pro* 
ceeded  through  the  Tyrol  to  join 
him.  Laudohn  followed,  but  could 
make  no  impreffion  upon  Joubert, 
whovarrived  at  the  main  army  with 
eight  thoufand  prifoners,  and  all  the 
other  captures  he  had  made. 

During  thefe  Iran  fact  ions,  the  ar¬ 
rangements  that  had  been  made,  in 
the  French  army,  had  completely- 
prepared  it  for  the  execution  of 
(lie  defign  in  agitation.  Hoping, 
however,  that  its  formidable-appear¬ 
ance  might  produce  the  effehl  there¬ 
by  intended,  which  was  to  put  a  dop 
to  hodilities,  Buonaparte  availed 
h  i  m  jel  f  o  f  t  he  n  r  an  i  fe  ft  1  u  per  ion  t  y  of" 
his  dtuation,  to  make  overtures  of 
peace  to  the  archduke  Charles.  To 
this  intent  he  wrote  a  letter  to  him, 
which,  at  the  time,  excited  the 
univerfal  attention  of  all  Europe. 
Brave  foldiers,  he  laid,  made  war, 
but  dedred  peace.  The  war  had 
now  lafled  fix  years.  Men  enough 
had  been  flaughtered,  and  evils 
enough  committed  againft  differing 
humanity.  Such,  he  noticed,  were 
the  exclamations  on  all  tides.  Eu¬ 
rope,  which  had  taken  iip  arms 
^gaind  the  French  republic,  had 
laid  (hem  down,  and  Audria  alone 
continued  its  enemy.  Blood  was 
dill  to  flow,  a  dxdh  campaign  was 
announced,  and,  whatever  might  be 
the  refult,  thoufands  of  gallant  fol- 
diers  mud  fall  a  facrifice.  At  fome 
period,  neverthelefs,  he  obferved, 
both  parties  mud  come  to  an  ma- 
derdanding,  fince  time  brought  all 
things  to  a  conclufion,  and  extin- 
gul filed  the  mod  inveterate  refen  t- 
ments. 

The  French  directory  had  ex- 
preffed  a  delire  to  terminate  this 
ruinous  conted,  but  their  pacific 
overlures  were  defeated  by  the  in¬ 
tervention 
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tervenfion  of  the  Britifh  miniflry. 
Was  there  then,  he  faid,  no  hope 
of  accommodation?  Mail  blood 
Hill  be  fhed  to  promote  the  interefts, 
or  to  gratify  the  paffions,  of  a  peo¬ 
ple  far  remote  from  the  theatre  of 
war?  Are  not  you,  addreffing  him- 
felf  to  the  archduke,  who  are  lo 
nearly  allied  to  the  throne,  and 
above  the  mean  paffions  that  ufually 
influence  minifiers,  defirdus  to  merit 
the  appellations  of  benefaCtor  of 
the  human  race,  and  faviour  of  the 
German  empire  ?  I  do  not  mean* 
added  he,  that  your  country  can¬ 
not  be  preferved  by  your  fword, 
but  that  however  the  chance  of 
War  may  alter  in  your  favour,  Ger¬ 
many  mu  ft  Itill  be  a  fufferer.  He 
concluded  by  alluring  the  archduke, 
that  as  to  himfelf,  were  his  prefen  t 
Application  to  him  to  be  the  means 
of  faving  the  life  of  a  tingle  man, 
he  fhould  be  prouder  of  the  civic 
crown,  to  which  he  would  thereby 
become  entitled,  than  of  the  melan¬ 
choly  glory  refulting  from  the  mod 
brilliant  exploits  in  war. 

This  letter  of  Buonaparte  will  de- 
fcend  to  pofterity,  a.  nobler  monument 
of  his  fame  than  any  ofhis  victories.  It 
breathes  the  fentiments  of  a  gallant 
military  chief;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  fublimefl  fentiments  of 
morality.  “  When  time  fhall  have 
fettled  the  prefent  difputes,  (as 
fooner  or  later  it  mull,)  and  even 
extinguifhed  the  refentment  of  na¬ 
tions;”  *'  nay,  and  when  the  whole 
feries  of  his  victories  fhall  pals 
through  the  mind  as  a  dream  that 
has  pall,  fuch  fentiments,  recorded 
in  the  page  of  every  hiftorian,  will 
touch  and  engage  every  heart.  * 

To  this  letter  from  Buonaparte, 

*  Expreffions  In  his  J 
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which  was  dated  the  feventh  ‘Ger¬ 
minal  (March  thirty-firfl)  the  arch¬ 
duke  replied,  that  he  was  equally 
delirous  of  peace  with  the  French 
commander,  but  that  his  fiation  no. 
authorizing  him  to  Icrutinize,  nor  td 
terminate  the  differences  between 
the  belligerent  powers,  and  not  be-' 
iiig  invefted  with  any  cornmiffion 
for  that  piirpofe,  he  could  not  un¬ 
dertake  a  nfegOciation  till  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  fpecial  orders. 

On  receiving  this  anfwer,  the 
French  troops  were  immediately  put 
in  motion.  Their  march  was  di¬ 
rected  towards  Mu rau,  where  ge¬ 
neral  Spork  Was  pofted.  The  arch¬ 
duke,  upon  this  intelligence,  re¬ 
quelled  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  for  the 
fpace  of  only  four  hours:  but  as 
this  would  have  enabled  him  to 
fecure  the  junction  of  that  officer's 
divilion  with  his  own  forces,  Buona¬ 
parte  lent  him  a  denial,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  his  match,  refolved  to 
carry  his  deligns  into  fpeedy  execu¬ 
tion,  unlefs  they  were  prevented  by 
complying  with  his  offers  to  enter 
into  a  treaty. 

Fie  had  advanced  to  Judenburgh, 
in  Stiria,  where  he  fixed  his  head¬ 
quarters,  intending, by  a  rapid  march, 
to  transfer  them  into  Auflria  itfel£ 
when  he  received  a  notification 
from  the  emperor,  that  he  was  ready 
to  embrace  the  opportunity  given 
him  by  the  French  general,  of  en¬ 
tering  into  negociations  for  peace. 
This  meffage  was  brought  him  by 
generals  Bellegarde  and  Murveldt, 
deputed  by  the  Imperial  court  to 
confer  with  him  on  that  fubject,  and 
to  obtain  an  armflice,  the  more  ef¬ 
fectually  to  bring  matters  to  a  peace¬ 
able  conclufion. 

tter  to  the  ar<.  hcLke. 

A  fufpenfion 
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A  fufpendon  of  arms  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  agreed  upon  the  feventh 
of  April,  the  duration  of  which 
v  ;i«s  limited  to  ten  days.  This, 
.by  the  French  commander,  was 
deemed  a  fpace  fufficient  to  come  to 
a  final  determination,  whether  to 
‘  acceptor  to  refufe  thole  terms  which 
had  been  profFerred  to  the  Imperial 
courts,  and  from  which  it  was  now 
determined,  by  the  French,  not  to 
recede. 

In  accepting  the  offer  of  an  ar- 
m  ill  ice,  for  the  purpofe  of  pacifi  cap¬ 
tion,  Buonaparte  difplayed  equal 
moderation  and  judgement.,,  Though 
the  rapid  career  of  his  victories 
had  met  with  little  interruption,  he 
could  not  but  be  fenfible  of  the 
extreme  difficulties,  if  hot  imminent 
dangers  to  which  he  was  now  ex¬ 
po  fed. 

His  rapid  marches,  acrofs  ravines 
and  precipices,  and  over  moun¬ 
tains,  where  no  traces  of  roads 
exided,  had  compelled  him  to  leave 
behind  the  greater  part  of  his  heavy 
artillery  ;  while  his  army,  from  the 
rigours  of  the  feafon,  and  the  con- 
if  ant  date  of  aft  ion  in  which  they 
had  been  kept,  had  very  fenfibly 
dlminifhed  ;  and  though  the  re¬ 
mainder  preferved,  to  the  lad,  the 
fame  courage  and  ardour,  yet  they 
were  infufficient  to  preferve  the 
vaft  extent  of  you n try  winch  they 
had  conquered  ;  and  the  pofitions 
which  he  had  taken,  though  highly 
favourable  for  farther  conqued,  had 
he  been  ('efficiently  reinforced,  were 
no  lets  fitted  for  the  operations  of 
the  enemy,  which  he  conceived  he 
had  left  behind  him  in  the  dates  of 
Venice. 

To  reach  Vienna  by  the  fpeedied 
direction,  the  French  army  had  to 
pafs  the  mountains  of  Stiria,  which 
rile  for  a  long  extent  from  the 
Vol.  XXXIX. 


Murh,  almod  within  fight  of  this 
feat  of  empire.  Thefe  mountains, 
eafily  defended  by  the  retreating 
army,  and  the  fuccours  which  were 
pouring  in  from  all  quarters,  would 
have  rendered  the  remainder  of  his 
march  extremely  difficult.  Thefe- 
difficulties  might  have  been  ob¬ 
viated,  by  his  taking  a  diredfion 
towards  the  Danube,  by  eroding 
over  from  the  Murh  to  the  Ems, 
along  the  banks  of  which  his  army 
would  have  found  an  eafier  mode  of 
arriving  at  the  end  of  their  expedi¬ 
tion  ;  but  the  circuit  was  too  long, 
and  the  army  too  much  diminifhed, 
to  fuller  fuch  a  difmemberment  of  it 
as  would  be  neceffary  to  keep  up 
its  communication  with  Italy.  The 
dangers  ail  ting,  from  the  enemy  be¬ 
fore  him,  had  been  well  weighed 
by  Buonaparte.  By  daring  courage, 
and  the  bolded  efforts,  he  had,  in. 
the  fpace  of  a  month,  led  his  army 
to  conquefis,  which  the  mod  ardent 
imagination  had  fcarce  ventured  to 
contemplate ;  but  he  had  made  no 
calculations,  on  the  outlet  of  his  ex¬ 
pedition,  for  other  enemies  than, 
thole  with  whom  he  was  in  open 
hodibty,  and  therefore  had  not 
provided  resources  againft  them. 

The  bed  judges  of  military  af¬ 
fairs  ex  prefled  a  degree  of  wonder, 
not  that  Buonaparte  fhould  accept 
the  offer  of  an  armidice,  but  that 
the  Imperialids  fhould  make  it. 
Had  he  advanced  without  a  proper 
train  of  battering  cannon  againd  the 
works  of  Vienna,  which  might  dill 
have  been  defended,  even  after  the 
lofs  of  a  battle  in  the  field,  the  Hun¬ 
garians  and  Auffrians,  colledled  in 
over-powering  numbers,  would  have 
probably  cut  off  his  retreat,  and  his 
ruin  would  have  been  certain.  It 
was  not,  therefore,  it  has  been  laid, 
on  very  probable  grounds,  the  ter- 
[  D  ]  rot 
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ror  of  Buonaparte’s  arms,  tremend¬ 
ous  as  he  was,  that  moved  the  em¬ 
peror  to  fue  for  peace  ;  but  a  terror 
of  another  kind,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  an  allurement  held  out,  on  the 
other,  by  the  French  commander, 
in  the  preliminaries  for  peace.  The 
greater  portion  by  far  of  his  Im¬ 
perial  majefty’s  fubjeCts,  even  a 
great  many  officers  in  his  armies, 
were  averfe  to  a  war  with  France. 
The  conduCt  of  Buonaparte  had 
not,  on  the  whole,  been  fuch  as  to 
difcredit  his  profeffions  of  a  refpeCt 
for  private  proverty,  public  credit, 
and  the  rights  of  men,  as  well  as 
stations.  The  fhew  he  had  made 
of  generofity  and  juftice,  in  fome 
in/tances,  veiled,  in  a  great  meafure, 
from  the  public  eye^  thofe  contri¬ 
butions  which  he  levied  in  others. 
No  general,  no  Dolitician  of  the 

O  y  i 

prefen t  day,  appears  to  be  more 
profoundly  fkilled  than  that  leader 
in  the  management  of  the  two  great 
fprings  that  move  the  whole  ma¬ 
chinery  of  public  affairs,  the  paffions 
and  finance.  His  conquefts  took 
property  and  cultivation,  and  the 
free  exercife  of  religion  under  their 
protection ;  and,  in  directing  the 
liew  governments,  to  be  refponfible 
for  the  debts  of  the  old,  he  touched 
on  a  deep  fyftem  of  policy  and  revo¬ 
lution.  The  governments  that  had 
fallen  before  him  teemed  to  have 
.fallen  of  themfelves,  and  without 
convulfion.  Had  the  coalition,  on 
entering  France,  iffued  a  proclama¬ 
tion  in  favour  of  the  government  de 
fafto,  the  road  to  Paris  would  have 
been  found  more  practicable.  The 
effects  of  Buonaparte’s  proclama¬ 
tion  in  Stir ia,  on  the  inhabitants 
of  Vienna,  and  other  cities,  were 
dreaded,  it  was  believed,  in  the  Im¬ 
perial  palace. 

In  older  to  accelerate  the  nego 


ciation,  Buonaparte  had  previoufly 
taken  care  that  the  conditions  of  the 
armiffice  fhould  be  entirely  to  the 
advantage  of  the  French.  The 
pofls  occupied  by  them,  in  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Carniola,  Carnithia, 
Stiria,  and  the  Tyrol,  were  to  re¬ 
main  in  their  poffeffion  till  a  pacifi¬ 
cation  had  taken  place.  To  thefe 
poffs  others  were  added  of  great 
confequence :  one  of  them  was 
Gratz,  the  capital  of  Stiria,  a  city  of 
the  firft  importance  in  the  emperor’s 
dominions,  dnd  where  a  numerous 
garrifon  was  placed  by  Buona¬ 
parte. 

While  this  fortunate  commander 
was  obtaining  fo  many  triumphs  for 
France,  the  directory  was  unre¬ 
mittingly  attentive  in  beftowing 
thofe  praifes  upon  him  and  his  ge¬ 
nerals,  which  they  were  confcious 
would  prove  peculiarly  fatisfaCtory 
to  the  patriotic:  difpolition,  and 
warmth  for  the  glory  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  that  had  fo  remarkably  cha- 
raCteriled  the  French  officers,  fince 
the  commencement  of  this  war. 

In  order  to  convince  them  how 
circumftantially  they  attended  to  the 
gallant  aCtions  they  performed,  the 
directory  wrote,  in  its  official  ca¬ 
pacity,  letters  of  thanks  to  every 
officer  deferving  of  fuch  a  mark  of 
diftinCtion.  Herein  they  carefully 
fpecified  the  particular  iiiftances  of 
his  valour  and  conduCt  that  had  in¬ 
duced  them  to  reward  his  merit  with 
fo  honourable  a  notice.  The  pub¬ 
licity  of  the  encomiums  bellowed 
upon  them  excited,  in  a  wonderful 
manner,  the  emulation  of  the  French 
military.  To  obtain  a  remuneration 
of  this  kind  was  held  the  higheft 
degree  of  honour  and  credit  to 
which  the  profeffion  could  attain,  as 
it  feldom  failed  to  be  accompained, 
at  the  fame  time,  by  promotions, 
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other  fubFantial  encourage- 
merits. 

The  principal  officers  to  whom 
the  directory  addreffied  letters  of 
fuch  a  tenour  at  this  time,  were  ge¬ 
nerals  Joubert,  Berthier,  Bernar- 
dotte,  Maffiena,  Guieux,  and  Kel- 
lerman.  They  were  all  men  of 
tried  valour  and  abilities,  and  had 
proved  of  eifential  utility  to  Buona¬ 
parte,  in  his  expedition  to  Italy 
and  AuFria.  There  were  others 
ahb  no  iefs  deferving,  fuch  as  Au- 
gereau,  who  was  By  led  his  right 
hand.  To  thefe  the  like  honours 
were  paid  verbally  by  the  directory, 
and  timilar  tokens  of  regard  con¬ 
ferred  upon  them>  on  their  being 
fent  to  Paris,  by  Buonaparte>  with 
the  Fandards  and  military  trophies 
taken  from  the  enemy. 

It  was  with  great  reafon  that  the 
French  government  teftified  fo  much 
refpedt  for  the  army  of  Italy.  It 
had,  in  the  preceding  and  prefent 
campaign,  been  the  principal  agent 
and  fupport  of  the  republic.  While 
its  armies  in  Germany  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  retreat)  this  one  continued 
to  advance,  and  to  Frike  terror  into 
the  councils  of  Vienna.  Had  not 
Buonaparte  balanced,  by  his  fuc- 
cedes,  the  expulfion  of  the  French 
from  the  empire,  they  would  proba¬ 
bly  have  been  followed  by  the  vic¬ 
torious  ImperialiFs  into  the  heart  of 
France.  It  was  the  neceffity  of 
making  head  againft  him)  that  with¬ 
held  five  armies  fucceffiyely,  for  the 
prefervation  of  AuFria.  Had  not 
this  immenfe  force  been  neceffiary 
to  prevent  its  total  deFrudtion,  and 
could  it  have  been  employed  in  car¬ 
rying  the  war  into  France,  it  was 
the  opinion  of  Europe,  that  an  ef¬ 
fectual  impreffion  mu  ft  have  been 
made  on  the  republic ;  and  that  the 
conditions  of  peace,  propofed  by  the 


Britifh  ambaffador  of  Paris,  mull 
have  been  accepted  by  the  di- 
rectory. 

To  the  extraordinary  talents  of 
Buonaparte,  and  to  the  valour  of 
his  troops,  was  owing  therefore  the 
fuperiority  that  France  Fill  retained 
over  its  enemies.  Never  had  the 
exploits  of  this  celebrated  warrior, 
and  of  his  companions  in  arms, 
been  exceeded.  In  the  courfe  of 
lefs  than  a  twelve  month  they  had 
been  victorious  in  no  lefs  than  eighty- 
four  engagements,  fourteen  of 
which  were  pitched  battles.  Ex- 
clufive  of  the  flain,  they  had  taken 
one  hundred  thoufand  prifoners, 
and  between  two  and  three  thou- 
fand  pieces  of  artillery.  They  had 
compelled  five  fovereign  princes, 
two  of  them  kings,  to  fubmit  to 
their  own  terms,  and  had  chafed 
five  Imperial  armies*  out  of  Italy, 
They  had  given  a  new  afpeCt  to 
this  part  of  Europe.  They  had 
changed  the  forms  of  its  ancient  re¬ 
publics,  and  had  founded  two  new 
ones  on  the  plan  of  their  own.  All 
this  they  had  effected  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  their  enemies.  InFeadof 
draining  the  treafures  of  France,  by 
thefe  conqueFs  and  acquiFtions, 
they  had  enriched  them  with  the 
lurpius  of  what  they  had  levied 
and  expended  for  their  own  fup¬ 
port. 

But  what  the  philofophical  world 
will  probably  deem  the  moF  ma¬ 
terial  circumFance,  they  carried 
with  them  the  principles  of  that 
revolutionizing  difpofition,  which 
had  eFedted  fuch  changes  in  their 
own  country.  They  propagated 
them  widely  in  Italy.  Whatever 
may  be  its  future  deFiny,  the  feeds 
of  that  freedom  of  thinking,  which 
the  French  planted  among  the  peo¬ 
ple,  will  frtidtify  in  fpitc  of  all  en- 
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deavours  to  ffifle  them.  The  tem¬ 
poral  and  fpiritual  power  of  the 
clergy  have  both  received  fuch  a 
blow,  that  neither,  in  all  likelihood, 
will  ever  recover  its  former  import¬ 
ance.  The  minds  of  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  people  are  in  fa6t  fo 
completely  revolutionized,  that  al¬ 
though  they  may  be  neceflitated,  for 
their  own  fafoty,  to  fubmit  for  a 
while  to  the  coercive  law  of  the 
fword,  they  will  embrace  every  op- 
portunityof  {baking  off' (he  yoke  of 
foreign  rulers,  and  will  reiterate 
thole  attempts  fo  frequently,  that  it 
is  probable  they  will  fugceed  at 
iaft,  etpecially  if  the  French  repub¬ 
lic  fhould  remain  unfhaken :  as  in 
that  cafe  they  will  always  depend 
on  its  intervention  in  their  favour; 
they  will,  from  that  motive,  be  ready 
to  a6t  with  the  more  fpirit  and 
energy  againft  thofe  whom  they  will 
henceforth  conffder  much  more  as 
their  tyrants  than  their  fovereigns. 


Thefe  appear  to  be  the  current 
ideas  of  the  majority  of  politicians. 
In  France,  and  in  thole  countries 
that  are  not  averfe  to  the  intereft 
and  principles  of  the  republican 
party,  no  doubt  is  entertained  that 
if  it  ftands  its  grounds,  Italy  will 
foon  or  late  aflume  thofe  forms  of 
government  which  Buonaparte  was 
fo  anxious  to  effablifh. 

All  thefe  considerations  operated 
ffrongly  at  the  period  of  the  ne- 
gociations,  to  which  the  court  of 
Vienna  was  compelled  to  accede. 
The  Imperial  miniftry,  difoouraged 
by  the  repeated  inefficacy  of  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  exertions  that  had  been 
made  to  reliff  the  victorious  armies 
of  France,  yielded  to  neceffity,  and 
fubforibed  to  the  conditions  dic¬ 
tated  by  the  conqueror,  m  hopes, 
however,  that  fortune  might,  at  a 
more  aufpicious  erilis,  atone  for 
the  calamities  now  become  un¬ 
avoidable. 
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Preliminary  Articles  of  Peace  between  the  French  and  Auflrians. — -Succeffes 
of  French  Annies  on  the  Rhine. — Progrefs  of  the  Negociation  for  Peace.— 
Hatred  of  the  Venetians  to  the  French ,  and  partiality  for  the  Auflrians. — 
The  French  Army  takes  Pojfeffion  of  Bergamo. — Refentment,  Rage,  and 
Attempts  of  the  Venetians  at  Reffance. — The  French  Troops  over-run 
and  reduce  all  the  Venetian  Territories. — Fall  of  the  Venetian  Republic 
univerfally  deplored.— A  Revolution  introduced  by  the  French  into  Ve¬ 
nice. — The  Aujlrian  Troops  invade  If  via.- — Treaty  of  Campo-Formio. 


armiftice,  granted  by  Buo- 
JL  naparte,  left  the  A  u  Brian  mi¬ 
ni  tiers  no  longer  time,  than  was  ab- 
fo lately  neceflary,  to  make  a  fpeedy 
option,  whether  to  embrace  his  of¬ 
fers,  or  to  renew  hoftilities.  He  was 
ib  completely  prepared  for  thefe,  that 
a  renewal  of  them  was  too  much 
dreaded  by  the  court  of  Vienna, 
to  decline,  any  longer,  to  accede 
to  his  propofais.  . 

The  preliminary  articles  of  a 
peace,  between  France  and  Auftria, 
were  accordingly  agreed  to,  and 
iigned,  by  both  parties,  on  the 
eighteenth  of  April.  By  thefe 
preliminaries  the  French  remained 
fovereign  potfetfors  of  the  An  Brian 
low  countries,  and  the  etiabli di¬ 
luent  of  the  republic  of  Lombardy 
was  confirmed.  Thefe  were  the 
oftenfibie  articles,  but  it  was  uni¬ 
verfally  conjectured,  that  the  court 
of  Vienna  would  not  fo  readily  have 
aftented  to  conceffions  fo  advanta¬ 
geous  to  France,  and  detrimental 
to  itfelf,  without  previoufiy  obtain¬ 
ing  the  promife  of  fom$  indemni¬ 
fications. 


During  thefe  tranfabtions,  on  the 
borders  of  Auftria,  and  while  Buo¬ 
naparte  was  preparing  to  march 
into  that  province,  the  French  ar¬ 
mies,  on  the  Rhine,  had  been  put 
into  motion,  and  obtained  tome  fig- 
nal  1  accedes.  The  necemty  of  pro¬ 
curing;  a  new  army,  to  enable  the 
archduke  to  oppofe  Buonaparte, 
had  obliged  the  court  of  Vienna, 
to  recall  a  large  proportion  of  its 
forces  from  the  defence  of  that 
river.  Little  lefs  than  thirty  thou- 
fatid  of  its  beft  veterans  being  thus 
withdrawn,  the  French  refolved  to 
attempt  a  p adage.  On  the  nine¬ 
teenth  of  April,  general  Moreau, 
effecled  it,  after  an  obftinate  did* 
pute,  and  proceeded  immediately 
to  Kehl,  of  which  he  took  pofteft 
fion,  notwithftanding  the  refolule 
defence  of  the  Auftrian  troops  that 
occupied  this  advantageous  pofL 
The  lofs,  on  both  tides,  was  very 
great;  five  French  generals  were 
wounded,  and  numbers  of  their 
foldiers  fell;  but  the  tlain  and 
wounded  among  the  Auftians  were 
much  more  numerous.  Between 
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three  and  four  thoufand  were  made 
prifoners,  and  all  their  camp  equi¬ 
page  was  taken,  with  the  military 
cheft,  and  more  than  twenty  field- 
pieces. 

General  Hoche,  who  commanded 
on  the  Lower  Rhine,  eroded  that 
river,  on  the  eighteenth  of  April, 
at  Neuwiad.  General  Kray,  an 
officer  of  great  reputation,  was  at 
the  head  of  the  Imperialifts,  and 
ljad  made  fkilful  difpofitions  to 
receive  him.  Conjecturing,  how¬ 
ever,  that  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  ei¬ 
ther  had,  or  would,  fhortly  take 
place  between  the  republic  and 
the  emperor,  he  propofed  an  ar- 
miftice  to  the  French  general,  but 
this  was  refufed,  unlels  fuch  con- 
ceffions  were  made  as  the  Auftrian 
general  deemed  unfeafonahle.  They 
both,  in  confequence,  prepared  for 
an  engagement.  It  began  by  an 
impetuous  attack  from  the*  French, 
who  advanced,  in  great  force,  againft 
the  Imperialifts;  thele,  who  were 
ftrongly  entrenched,  made  a  vigor¬ 
ous  reftftance,  and  deftroyed  num¬ 
bers  with  their  cannon ;  but,  after 
a  long  and  bloody  conflict,  the 
French,  by  dint  of  perfeverance, 
feconded  by  a  formidable  artillery, 
lucceeded  in  their  attack,  and  the 
Auftrians  were  thrown  into  dif- 
order ;  they  rallied,  however,  and 
difputed  their  ground  with  much 
obftinacy ;  but,  being  charged  by 
large  bodies  of  cavalry,  and  having 
but  few  to  oppofe  them,  they,  at 
length,  gave  way,  leaving  all  their 
cannon,  and  moil  of  their  baggage, 
together  with  four  thoufand  pij- 
foners,  beftdes  the  fain. 

This  action  proved  decifive.  Thq 
Imperial  army  was  purlued  and  dif- 
lodged  from  every  poft  where  it 
attempted  to  make  a  ftand,  and 
buffered  extremely  in  the  whole 


courfe  of  its  retreat.  A  French  dn 
vifton  crofted  the  Lahn,  and  puffed 
towards  Francfort,  arid  another  fol¬ 
lowed  the  retiring  enemy  to  the 
defiles  of  the  Dilla,  on  their  way 
to  Watzlaer,  killing  and  taking 
great  numbers.  A  third  divifion 
aftailed  their  camp,  near  Mentz, 
and  forced  them  to  take  fhelter 
under  its  cannon.  Nothing  could 
■with ftand  their  impetuoftty,  and 
they  were  within  a.  few  hours  march 
to  Francfort,  when  intelligence  ar¬ 
rived  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace 
being  figned.  This,  of  courfe, 
flopped  their  pfogrefs,  and  put  an 
end  to  all  farther  hoftjlities. 

The  opening  of  the  campaign, 
upon  the  Rhine,  in  this  brilliant 
planner,  on  the  part  of  France, 
was  an  additional  motive  for  Auftria 
to  acquiefe,  the  more  willingly,  in 
the  fufpenfion  o.f  arms,  that  freed 
it  from  the  apprehensions  juftly  en¬ 
tertained  from  Buonaparte.  The 
councils  of  Vienna  were  now  taken 
up  in  the  deviling  of  means  to 
render  the  iftiie  of  the  negocia- 
tions,  for  the  definitive  fettlement 
of  affairs,  lefs  hurtful  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  Auftria  than  appearances 
feemed  to  threaten  they  mult  finally 
prove. 

Th  e  French  had  now  com  palled 
that  object,  which  they  long  had  in 
view,  to  treat  with  Auftria  feparate- 
ly  from  England.  Thole  who  con¬ 
ducted  the  negotiations,  on  the  part 
of  Auftria,  were  confcious  how  foli- 
citous  they  were  to  conclude  a  peace, 
without  the  acceffion  of  England  to 
fuch  a  treaty.  On  this  ground  they 
well  knew  that  France  would  relax 
jn  piany  points,  in  order  to  bring 
matters  to  a  fpeedy  decifion,  left, 
by  throwing  fome  unfeafonable  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  the  way,  the  negocia¬ 
tions  might  be  retarded,  and  an 
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opportunity  given  to  England,  to 
interfere  therein,  as  a  party  con¬ 
cerned.  It  was  by  obferving  this 
policy  that  France  had  broken  the 
\  coalition,  and  induced  its  refpe<5tive 
members  to  negoeiate  a  part.  The 
fact  was,  that  England,  being  the 
power  at  which  its  refen  tment  was 
chiefly  pointed,  and  of  .  which  it 
fought  mofi  eagerly  the  depreffion, 
it  would  readily  concede  much  to 
thofe  of  whom  it  principally  de¬ 
li  red  to  cjiffolve  the  connexion  with 
England.  Actuated  by  this  motive, 
the  French  government,  though  de¬ 
termined  to  keep  poffeffion  of  Bel¬ 
gium,  was  far  from  averfe  to  make 
an  adequate  compenfation  to  Auf- 
tria  for  the  lofs  of  fo  valuable  a 
part  of  its  dominions,  provided  the 
country,  to  be  given  as  an  indem¬ 
nify,  fliould  not  become  the  means 
of  renewing  this  connection.  The 
low  countries,  by  their  proximity 
fo  Great  Britain,  were  a  natural 
and  powerful  caufe  of  an  union  of 
Interefts  between  that  power  and  the 
foufe  of  Auftria,  through  the  com¬ 
mercial  advantages  refulting  from 
them  to  the  former,  and  the  facility 
with  which  the  latter  could  derive 
the  moll  ellential  affiftance  again  If 
France,  from  its  molt  formidable 
rival.  The  hope  and  profpect  of 
terminating  a  connection,  fo  dan¬ 
gerous  to  them,  were  now  in  the 
Contemplation  of  the  French.  To 
fecure  fo  defirabie  an  end  *vas  a 
point  of  too  much  confequence,  to 
refufe  the  grant  of  fuch  conditions 
as  might  enable  them,  at  once,  to 
obtain  it  without  farther  difficulty, 
or  conteft,  and  poffibly  as  much  to 
the  fatisfaCtion  of  thofe  to  whom 
they  granted  them  as  to  their  own, 
efpecially  as  the  power  they  were 
now  treating  with  was  notorioufly 
difpofed  to  make  any  facrjfice  that 
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might  conduce  to  indemnify  him 
for  his  Ioffes,  at  whatfoever  coft  the 
indemnification  was  to  be  purchafed, 
whether  an  enemy,  or  a  friend. 

It  was  on  this  difpofition  the 
French  feemed  to  place  their  ex¬ 
pectation  of  framing  a  treaty  which 
would  fatisfy  both  parties ;  nor 
did  they  {hew  any  backwardnefs 
to  make  the  like  facrifices  on  their 
own  part.  The  political  ftruCture 
of  Europe  was  now  founded  on  a 
fyfiem  of compenfations  and  equiva¬ 
lent  reciprocities.  Modern ftatefmen, 
and  politicians,  have  deviated  from 
the  principles  of  morality  and  reli¬ 
gion,  the  folid  and  dignified  bafis 
on  which  the  law  of  nations  was 
originally  founded,  and  introduced 
a  fuperledirig  principle,  called  the 
law  of  political  neceffity,  by  which 
rapine  is  made  to  juftify  rapine, 
and  a  fyftem  of  progreffive  inj  uft ice 
eftabhfhed,  on  a. grand  fcale,  among 
the  rulers  of  nations.  It  is  this 
that  has  divided  Poland;  this  that 
threatens  the  division,  not  only  of 
the  Turkiffi  empire,  but  of  many 
Chriltian  countries  in  Europe;  and 
this,  it  may  be  added,  that  forms 
the  bell  apology  for  all  attempts  to 
form  popular  governments. 

t  he  republic  of  Venice  had  long 
viewed  with  di  flat  is  faction  the  vic¬ 
torious  progrefs  of  the  French,  in 
Italy.  Like  the  other  natives,  of" 
that  country,  the  Venetians  har¬ 
boured  a  dill  ike  of  the  French. 
Difference  of  character  and  man¬ 
ners  rendering  thefe  two  nations  re¬ 
markably  averfe  to  each  other.  But 
the  political  antipathy  of  the  Vene¬ 
tians  was  Fill  greater  than  their  na¬ 
tional  diflike.  The  conquelts  of  the 
French  had  rendered  them  the 
arbiters  of  the  fate  of  all  Italy. 
The  former  importance  of  the  fove- 
reignty  and  flutes  of  that  country 
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had  totally  difappeared,  and  they 
alone  gave  the  law.  This  was  a 
fituation  peculiarly  mortifying  to  a 
date  that  ftood  upon  a  footing  of 
equality,  at  lead,  with  any  other  in 
Italy;  and  of  fuperiority  to  mod:. 
The  houfe  ot  Audria,  though  at  all 
times  formidable,  had  never  been 
an  object  of  much  terror  to  Venice, 
not  even  when  it  united  Spain  and 
Germany  in  the  fame  family  inter- 
efis,  and  was,  at  the  fame  time,  in 
poffeffion  of  the  major  part  of  Italy. 
Tut  the  turbulent  and  reftlefs  difpo- 
jfition  of  the  French,  and  their  pro¬ 
pen  hty  to  introduce  innovations 
every  where,  alarmed  the  fenate  of 
of  Venice  to  fuch  a  degree,  that, 
knowing  how  much  the  form  of 
their  government  was  repugnant  to 
the  principles  of  the  French,  they 
doubted  not  the  readinefs  of  thefe 
to  feize  the  fird  opportunity  of 
overturning  it.  Full  of  this  con¬ 
viction,  they  waited  with  anxiety 
fora  change  of  fortune  in  favour  of 
the  Audrians,  whole  neighbourhood 
they  had  long  experienced  to  be 
much  lefs  dangerous  than  that  of 
the  French.  In  the  mean  time,  they 
rendered  many  good  offices  to  the 
former,  and  clearly  manifeded  a 
partiality  to  them,  which  did  not 
efcape  the  notice  of  Buonaparte, 
who  gave  diffident  indications  that 
lie  would  remember  it  in  due  time. 
Hoping,  howeyer,  that  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  fuccefs,  which  had  hitherto 
attended  him,  would  not  lad,  they 
dill  continued  to  befriend  them,  by 
every  clandeftine  lervice  in  their 
power.  The  refentment  of  the 
.French  Was  at  lad  kindled,  and 
their  leisure  of  Bergamo,  in  which 
province  an  infurrehtion,  already 
broken  out  again d  the  French,  was 
the  fird  fignal  of  their  intentions  to¬ 
wards  Venice.  Its  complaints  of 
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their  violation  of  its  territory  were 
anfwered  with  reproaches  of  the 
partial  conduct  of  the  Venetian 
fenate  towards  the  Imperialids. 
Every  day  produced  ireih  occa- 
dons  of  clifcontent  on  each  fide ; 
and  it  was  eafy  to  forefee  that  their 
reciprocal  enmity  would  finally  ter¬ 
minate  m  acts  of  violence. 

Thus  matters  dood  when  the  fifth 
army  qt  Audria  was  forced  to  leave 
the  territories  of  Venice,  and  take 
refuge  in  the  hereditary  dates.  As 
foon  as  the  French  had  penetrated 
into  thefe,  in  purfuit  of  the  Audri¬ 
ans,  and  were  engaged  in  the  de¬ 
files  and  difficult  paffages  in  thofe 
mountainous  countries,  the  Vene¬ 
tians  began  to  look  upon  them  as  in- 
tangled  in  firaights,  from  which  they 
would  not  eafily  extricate  them- 
felves,  and  where,  from  their  local 
advantages,  the  Imperialids  would 
probably  oppofe  them  with  fuc¬ 
cefs.  The  French  were  now  at  a 
condderable  didaqce  from  Italy, 
and  the  fmall  number  of  their  troops 
remaining  there,  many  of  them,  fick 
and  wounded  in  hofpitals,  were  in¬ 
capable  of  reddance,  and  might 
with  facility  be  overpowered. 
News,  at  the  fame  time,  had  ar¬ 
rived  of  general  Laudohn’s  progrefs 
in  the  Tyrol,  which  had  been  attend¬ 
ed  with  fome, flight  advantages  over 
the  French,  and  alfo  of  general  Al- 
vinzi’s  march  into  Italy,  by  Carinola, 
in  the  rear  of  Buonaparte’s  army. 
A  report  was  univerfally  circulated, 
that  the  French  were  on  the  point 
of  laying  down  their  arms,  and  that 
nothing  was  wanting,  to  render 
vi&ory  over  them  complete,  but  a 
general  movement  and  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  the  loyal  fubjeds 
of  the  Venetian  government.  An 
opportunity  now  offered  to  inter¬ 
cept  the  communication  between 
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Buonaparte  and  his  pods  in  Italy. 
For  this  purpofe  forty  thoufand  of 
the  Venetian  peafantry  were  armed., 
and  embodied  with  ten  regiments 
of  Sclavonians.  They  were  potted 
pn  all  the  roads,  and  the  couriers 
and  convoys-  to  the  French  army 
>vore  flopped  every  where. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  hatred  of 
the  Venetians  burft  forth  in  the 
mod  outrageous  manner.  Thole 
among  them,  who  had  behaved 
kindly  to  the  French,  were  treated 
as  enemies  to  the  date,  and  put 
under  arred;  and  none  but  their  de¬ 
clared  adverfaries  entruded  with 
any  authority.  In  all  places  of  pub- 
Jic  retort,  the  French  were  intuited 
and  reviled  in  the  grodeft  terms. 
The  were  expelled  from  the  city  of 
Venice,  and  at  Padua,  Vicenza, 
and  Verona,  the  inhabitants  were 
ordered  to  take  up  arms  againft 
them.  The  officers  of  the  Venetian 
military  openly  boaded,  that  the 
lion  of  St.  Mark  would  verify  the 
proverb,  that  Italy  was  the  tomb  of 
the  French.  The  clergy  inveighed 
againd  them  in  the  puipit,  and  the 
prefs  teemed  with  publications  to 
defame  them.  What  brought  thefe 
proceedings  home  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  was,  the  notoriety  that  neither 
prieds  nor  printers  in  Venice  dared 
to  preach  or  publifh  any  thing  not 
ilridly  conformable  to  the  will  and 
pleafure  of  the  fenate. 

But  thele  were  only  preludes  to 
the  outrages  that  followed.  On  the 
roads,  from  Mantua  to  Legnano, 
and  from  Calfano  to  Verona,  up¬ 
wards  of  two  hundred  French  were 
aflaffinated.  Two  battalions,  on 
their  march  to  join  the  army  under 
Buonaparte,  were  oppoled  by  the 
Venetian  troops,  through  whom 
they  were  obliged  to  light  their 
way.  There  were  two  other  en- 
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counters  of  the  like  nature.  At 
Verona  a  plot  was  laid  to  murder 
all  the  French  in  that  city.  It  was 
carried  into  execution  on  the  Tues¬ 
day  after  Eader.  Nc  ie  were 
fpared,  not  even  thofe  that  lay  dck 
in  the  hofpitals.  More  than  four 
hundred  Frenchmen  periffied  on 
this  occasion.  Thole  who  garrifoned 
the  three  cadles  of  that  city  were 
bedeged  by  the  Venetian  army- 
till  they  were  liberated  by  a  body 
of  their  countrymen,  who  routed 
the  Venetians,  and  made  three 
thoufand  of  them  prifoners,  among 
whom  werefeveral  of  their  generals. 
At  fea,  the  Venetians  took  openly 
the  Audrian  veffiels  under  their  pro¬ 
tection,  and  fired  at  the  French 
blips  in  purfuit  of  them.  At  Ve¬ 
nice  itfelf  a  republican  vefiel  was 
funk,  by  exprels  order  of  the  fe¬ 
nate,  and  the  commander  and  crew 
fla  ughtered. 

Such  were  the  accounts  publifhed 
by  the  French.  They  were  made 
the  fubject  of  a  manifedo,  idued 
by  Buonaparte,  on  the  third  of 
May.  Herein  he  directed  the 
French  refident  at  Venice  to  quit 
that  city,  and  ordered  the  agents  of 
the  Venetian  republic  in  Lombardy * 
and  in  its  provinces  on  the  main 
land,  to  leave  them  in  twenty- four 
hours.  He  commanded  his  officers 
and  troops  to  treat  thofe  of  Venice 
as  enemies,  and  to  pull  down,  in 
every  town,  the  lion  of  St.  Mark, 
the  arms  of  the  Venetian  republic. 

In  confequence  of  this  mani- 
fedo,  the  French  troops  over-ran 
and  fub} ugated,  in  a  few  days,  all 
the  Venetian  dominions.  The  Ve- 
ronefe,  whole  behaviour  to  the 
French  had  been  remarkably  atro¬ 
cious,  were  condemned  to  an  ex¬ 
emplary  piinilhment.  Some  thou- 
lands  of  the  peafants,  who  at¬ 
tempted 
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tempted  to  oppofe  the  French  were 
put  to  the  (word,  and  obliged  to 
eonfult  their  fafety  in  flight.  The 
Sclavonians,  who  had  come  to  their 
affifiance,  were  routed,  and  fled  to  a 
fort,  filled  with  their  powder  and 
ammunition  :  but  it  was  blown  up 
by  the  cannon  of  the  French,  and 
They  were  all  deftroyed.  Another 
engagement  took  place  before  the 
walls  of  Verona,  and  the  Venetians 
fought  with  great  fury;  but  they 
were  defeated  with  vaft  daughter, 
and  the  place  compelled  to  fur- 
render. 

The  Venetian  fenate,  defpairing 
©f  being  able  to  make  any  effectual 
reliftance,  formally  lubmittedto  the 
French  commander,  and  contented 
to  deliver  up  thofe  perfons  who  had 
been  inftrumental  in  the  atrocities 
of  which  the  French  complained. 
Qn  the  fixteenth  of  May,  the  French 
took  pofleffion  of  the  city  of  Venice, 
where  a  provisional  government 
was  elfabliflied  on  the  republican 
plan.  The  prefs  was  declared  free, 
perfons  and  property  fecure,  and 
religion  left  on  its  prefent  footing. 
The  only  leisures,  made  in  the  name 
of  the  French  government,  were  of 
the  arfenal  and  its  contents,  with 
the  flipping  that  belonged  to  the 
Fate. 

Thus  fell,  after  a  fplendid  exift- 
ence  of  fourteen  centuries,  the 
celebrated  republic  of  Venice.  No 
modern  fate  had  rifen,  from  fuch 
Email  beginnings,  to  a  fituation  of 
equal  profperity.  It  was  with  fin-, 
cere  regret  that  every  nation  in 
Europe  beheld  its  fall.  The  ce¬ 
lebrity  it  had  long  enjoyed,  on  a 
multiplicity  of  accounts,  interefied 
people  in  its  preferyation.  With¬ 
out  inquiring  how  far  the  French 
could  claim  a  right  to  doom  it  fo 
unmercifully  to  deihuctiou,  they 


only  confidered  that  it  had  fubfified 
with  honour  to  the  prefent  period, 
and  had  maintained  its  reputation 
unimpaired  amidft  a  variety  of  dan¬ 
gers  and  trials,  that  had  reduced  it 
fometimes  to  the  laft  extremity. 
The  political  world  law  with  con¬ 
cern  the  fatal  hour  arrive,  that  was 
to  deprive  it  of  the  place  it  had  fo 
long  and  fo  reputably  held  among 
the  powers  of  Europe. 

There  was  another  republic,  the 
rulers  of  which  had  grievoufly  of¬ 
fended  the  French,  by  the  partiality 
they  had  fhewn  to  the  Imperial  in- 
terelt.  This  was  Genoa,  where 
the  nobility  exercifed  the  fupreme 
fvvay,  and  werejufily  apprehenfive 
that  the  French,  if  fuccefsful,  would 
deftroy  the  ariftocracy,  and  erect  a 
government  intirely  democratical. 
They  oppofed,  from  that  motive, 
the  projects  of  the  French,  by  every 
clandeftine  impediment  they  could 
throw  in  their  way  ;  but  the  torrent 
of  that  irrefiftible  fortune,  which 
attended  the  arms  of  France,  over¬ 
whelmed  them,  in  common  with 
all  the  reft  of  Italy.  After  the  re¬ 
volution  at  Venice,  the  French  pro¬ 
ceeded  immediately  to  introduce 
another  at  Genpa.  The  majority 
of  the  people  here  were  defirous  of 
a  popular  government.  Feuds  had, 
of  courfe,  arifen  between  them  and 
file  partisans  of  the  nobility.  A 
defperate  fray  took  place  between 
both  parties,  fhortly  after  the  fign- 
ing  of  the  preliminaries  between 
the  emperor  and  the  French.  Elated 
by  this  event,  the  republican  party 
railed  a  violent  commotion  in  the 
pity,  and  proceeded  to  open  force, 
in  fupport  of  their  pretentions :  but 
numbers  of  them  were  killed,  and 
the  inlurrediion  was  fupprefied.  As 
their  principal  leaders  had  fallen, 
their  projects  were,  confidered  as  at 
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an  end,  and  they  were  treated  with 
exceflive  fe  verity.  Determined, 
however,  not  to  yield,  they  applied 
to  Buonaparte  for  his  protection, 
again  ft  their  antagonifts.  This  was 
readily  granted,  and  the  French 
having  taken  pofieffion  ot  the  city, 
-the  enemies  to  the  ariftocracy  could 
no  longer,  with  fafety,  be  oppofed. 
It  was  intimated  to  the  Genoele 
nobles,  that,  after  the  expulfion  of 
the  Auftrians  from  Italy,  and  the 
lubmiflion  of  all  the  principal  pow¬ 
ers  in  that  country  to  the  dictates 
of  France,  it  were  the  height  of 
temerity  in  them,  to  continue  a  re¬ 
ft  ftance  to  the  general  will  of  their 
fellow-citizens.  They  yielded  pru¬ 
dently  in  time,  and  agreed  to  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  commonwealth, 
i  on  the  principle  of  a  perfect  ecjuah- 
ty  of  rank  and  privileges  among  all 
the  clafles  of  fociety.  The  French 
fyftem  of  legiflation  took  place  in 
every  refpeCt ;  and  the  territory  of 
I  Genoa  was  diftributed  into  com¬ 
munes  and  municipalities,  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  France.  The  diferetion 
of  Buonaparte,  upon  this  occafton, 
i  yvas  remarkable  •  in  two  material 
I  inftances.  Fie  provided  for  the 
fecurity  of  all  perfons,  by  an  aCt 
j  of  amnefty  ;  and  for  the  maintenance 
j  of  religion,  by  leaving  it  to  the 
protection  of  the  laws  inftituted 
for  its  fupport.  It  was  happy, 
however,  for  Genoa,  that  it  was 
fituated  at  a  diftance  from  the  do¬ 
mains  of  Auftria.  Had  this  republic, 
like  Venice,  been  feated  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  that  ambitious  power, 
it  might  alio  have  partaken  of  a 
ftmilar  deftiny.  It  had  offended  in 
the  fame  manner,  though  not  to  the 
fame  extent,  and  might  have  been 
Sacrificed,  with  as  little  fcruple,  to 
the  conveniency  of  reciprocal  ar¬ 
rangements. 


F  EUROPE.  [43 

In  the  courfe  of  the  negociations 
for  peace,  which  wTere  ltudioufly 
prolonged  on  the  part  of  Auftria^ 
and  far  from  accelerated  on  that  of 
France,  both  parties  feemed  to  have 
forgotten  their  animofity,  and  ta 
concur  in  the  means  ot  fettling  their 
conteft,  at  the  ex  pence  of  others. 
Exchanges  of  territory  were  pro- 
pofed,  and  acceded  to,  with  that 
remorfelefs  indifference,  which  cha¬ 
racterizes  defpotic  princes,  tranf- 
ferring  to  each  other  their  ftibjeCis* 
like  cattle,  without  confulting  any 
Other  title  to  aCt  in  this  manner  than 
the  incapacity  of  the  helplefs  people 
thus  treated,  to  vindicate  the  rights 
of  human  nature,  and  to  refift  luch 
arbitrary  ufage. 

It  was  in  virtue  of  fuch  principles 
that  a  ceflion  of  part  of  the  Vene¬ 
tian  territories  was  mentioned  in 
the  very  outfet  of  the  treaty,  for 
which  Venice  was  to  be  indemnified 
out  of  the  Pope’s  dominions,  newly 
republicanized.  Here  at  once  was 
a  total  dereliction  of  thole  maxims,, 
on  which  the  French  chiefly  founded 
the  fuperiority  of  their  fyftem:  a 
fcrupulous  regard  for  the  dignity  of 
man,  and  a  reference  to  his  will 
and  content,  in  whatever  he  was 
concerned.  The  partition  alluded 
to  did  not  indeed  take  place,  as 
Venice  was  doomed  to  far  world 
treatment :  but  the  principle,  to  the 
Hi  am  e  of  the  French,  was  clearly 
admitted. 

The  French  commander  was  lot)) 
jealous  of  his  own  character  to 
undergo  the  reproach,  of  fuffering 
the  noble  republic  he  had  found¬ 
ed  to  be  deftroyed  at  its  very 
birth;  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted, 
whether  we  contemplate  the  prece¬ 
dent  or  fubfequent  conduCt  of  Buo¬ 
naparte,  that  he  would  not  have 
fuffiged  this,  no  more  than  pertain 
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other  acls  of  dppreffion,  had  he  pof- 
fe  fifed  the  means  of  acting  uniformly 
on  his  own  principles.  He  might, 
indeed,  have  abftained  from  acting 
at  all :  but  hampered  as  he  was, 
by  the  directory,  he  could  not  unite 
a  Uriel:  adherence  to  his  principles 
with  his  views  of  ambition.  He 
di fplayed  the  utmod  fplicitude  in 
confolidating  it,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  no  hate,  or  fovereignty,  in  Italy, 
fhouid  exceed  it  in  drength  and  im¬ 
portance.  To  this  purpole,  the 
confederations  formed  between  the 
cities  of  Bologna,  Ferrara,  Modena, 
and  Reggio,  and  the  provinces, 
comprifed  under  the  name  of  Lom¬ 
bardy,  were  converted  into  a  tingle 
republic.  The  different  arrange¬ 
ments  that  were  made,  to  render 
their  incorporation  firm  and  durable, 
were  due  to  the  lagacity  and  la- 
borious  exertions  of  Buonaparte, 
who  [pared  no  pains  to  afford  every 
reafon,  to  the  people  of  thefe  coun¬ 
tries,  to  prefer  their  prefent  to  their 
former  condition;  and  to  be  con¬ 
vinced,  that  they  had  made  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  change  in  their  eircurn- 
frances,  by  affuming  the  govern¬ 
ment  into  their  own  hands,  indead 
of  leaving  it  to  the  tmcontroled 
exercile  of  abfolute  and  arbitrary 
mailers. 

In  the  mean  time,  events  were 
taking  place,  that  fully  demonftrated 
a  connivance,  on  the  part  of  the 
French,  at  the  endeavours  of  the 
court  of  Vienna,  to  feek  an  in¬ 
demnification  for  its  lols  of  territo¬ 
ries  in  thole  of  the  Venetians.  It 
bad  been  a  current  opinion,  at  the 
opening;  of  the  conferences  for 
peace,  that  large  portions  ol  the 
Venetian  territories,  on  the  main 
land,  would  be  made  over  to  the 
emperor,  as  compenfations  for  what 
had  been  wrefted  from  him  in  the 


Netherlands  and  Italy.  Conform? 
ably  to  the  general  expectation,  it 
was  not  long  before  thefe  fun  niffs 
received  ample  confirmation.  The 
range  of  coalt,  along  the  province 
of  Dalmatia,  had,  ever  fince  the 
downfal  of  Venice,  excited  a  new 
Ipecies  of  ambition  in  the  councils 
of  Audria;  that  of  increafmg  its 
naval  drength,  and  fucceeding  to 
Venice  in  the  dominion  of  the 
Adriatic,  The  idea  of  lharing  in 
the  fpoiis  of  an  unfortunate  friend, 
whole  calamities  arofe,  in  a  great 
mealure,  from  an  unluccefsful  ex¬ 
ercile  of  its  good  will,  was  odious 
to  all  thole  who  did  not  think  that 
politicians  had  a  right  to  exclude 
moral  juft  ice  from  their  tranlactions. 
But  the  policy  of  the  houfe  of  Aus¬ 
tria  had  long  convinced  thefe  that 
attended  to  it,  how  feeble  a  bar  all 
fentiments  of  this  nature  would 
prove,  as  in  truth  they  had  always 
proved,  whenever  fortune  laid  be¬ 
fore  it  opportunities  of  aggrandize¬ 
ment.  Pursuant  to  the  long-ltanding 
maxims  of  its  conduct,  the  court  of 
Vienna  availed  itlelf  of  the  fecret 
permilllon,  either  formerly  obtained, 
or  indirectly  given  by  the  agents 
of  France,  to  make  an  irruption 
into  the  province  of  Iftria,  a  depen¬ 
dency  of  Vienna,  and  reduce  it  to 
its  own  ('abjection.  This  happened 
in  the  month  of  June.  The  reafons 
let  forth  in  the  proclamation,  that 
accompanied  the  entrance  of  the 
Aullrian  troops  into  that  province, 
were,  that  a  revolutionary  fpirit  had 
manifeded  itlelf  in  the  Venetian 
territories,  which  threatened  to  ex¬ 
tend  itlelf  to  the  neighbouring  coun¬ 
tries.  In  order  therefore  to  fecure 
himfelf  from  the  pernicious  confe¬ 
rences  which  this  might  produce, 
the  emperor  had  thought  it  neceliary 
to  take  polfeflion  of  that  province, 
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for  the  prefervation  of  tranquillity. 
He  alleged,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
ancient  rights  of  his  family  to  Vene¬ 
tian  Iftria,  as  formerly  making  part 
of  the  kingdom  of  Hungary.  Se¬ 
veral  provinces,  in  the  dependency 
o  f  Venice,  having  withdrawn  them- 
felves  from  it,  he  conceived  this  to 
be  a  fit  opportunity  to  atfert  thofe 
rights.  This  proclamation  was  dated 
the  twenty-firft  of  June.  By  this 
time,  the  conditions  of  the  peace  in 
agitation  were  well  underftood,  by 
the  French  and  Auftrian  negocia- 
tors :  more  than  two  months  had 
been  confirmed  in  adj lifting  them, 
and  enough  had  tranlpired  to  inform 
the  public,  that  both  parties  con¬ 
curred  in  dividing,  between  them, 
the  fpoilsof  the  Venetian  republic. 

It  was  not,  however,  till  October, 
that  a  definitive  conclufion  of  this 
treaty  took  place.  Buonaparte  had 
now  completed  the.  fettlement  of 
every  point,  relating  to  the  new 
founded  republic,  and  to  that  of 
Genoa,  now  denominated  Liguria, 
conformably  to  the  difpofition  pre¬ 
vailing  among  the  revolutionifts,  of 
reviving  the  ancient  names  of  coun¬ 
tries  and  nations.  He  returned  to 
Udina,  where  he  found  the  con¬ 
ferences  not  yet  terminated,  notvvith- 
firandmg  that  he  had  left  them,  on 
his  departure,- in  a  ftate  lhat  pro- 
mifed  a  more  expeditious  progrefs, 
ns  the  terms  of  pacification  were 
mutually  acceded  to,  and  as  the 
only  caufes  of  farther  delay,  were 
the  endeavours  of  the  Imperial 
court  to  procure  the  addition  of 
fome  favourable  claufes,  he  deter¬ 
mined  that  no  farther  prolongation 
fhonld  be  allowed  for  fueh  pur- 
pofeL  Fie  fignified  to  the  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  of  that  court,  that  a 
fipeedy  termination  of  matters  was 
neceftary,  and  would  no  longer  be 


deferred.  They  knew  the  decifive- 
nefs  of  his  temper,  and  complied 
in  confequence  with  his  requifition. 
The  treaty  of  peace  between  France 
and  Auftria  was  accordingly  fign- 
ed,  on  the  feventeenth  of  October, 
1797,  at  Campo-Formio,  a  village 
in  the  vicinity  of  Udina,  by  Buona¬ 
parte,  for  the  French  republic,  and 
by  the  marquis  De  Gallo,  count 
Cobentzel,  count  Demeerfredt,  and 
baron  Dagelman,  the  Imperial  pleni¬ 
potentiaries.  They  were  men  of 
abilities,  and  had  certainly  exerted 
them  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  nego¬ 
tiations,  as  appeared  by  the  ad¬ 
vantages  they  obtained  for  Auftria, 
notwithftanding  the  ftate  of  de- 
preffion  to  which  it  had  been  re¬ 
duced. 

By  this  celebrated  treaty,  the  em¬ 
peror  ceded,  in  full  fovcreignty,  to 
the  French  republic  the  whole  of 
the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  and  con¬ 
tented  to  their  remaining  in  poffef- 
fion  of  the  Venetian  ifiands  of  Corfu, 
Zante,  Caphalonia,  and  of  all  their 
other  itles  in  the  Adriatic,  together 
with  their  iettlements  in  Albania, 
fituated  to  the  fouth  eaft  of  the 
Guiph  of  Lodrino.  Fie  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  republic  newly  con- 
ftituted  under  the  name  of  Cifai- 
pine,  to  be  an  independent  ftate. 
lie  ceded  to  it  the  fovereignty  of 
the  countries  that  had  belonged  to 
Auftria  in  Lombardy,  and  alfented 
to  it  pofleffing  the  cities  and  terri¬ 
tories  of  Bergamo,  Brefcia,  and 
others,  late  in  the  dependence  of 
Venice,  together  with  the  duchies 
of  Mantua  and  Modena,  the  prin¬ 
cipalities  of  Mafia  and  Carrara,  and 
the  cities  and  territories  of  Bologna, 
Ferrara,  and  Romagna,  lately  be¬ 
longing  to  the  pope. 

The  eeffions  of  the  French  re-* 
public  to  the  emperor  were  Iftris, 
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Dalmatia,  with  all  the  Venetian 
iflands  in  the  Adriatic,  lying  to  the 
north  weft  of  the  Gulph  of  Lodrino, 
the  city  of  Venice,  with  a  large 
portion  of  the  dominions  of  that 
republic,  chiefly  thofe  lying  between 
the  Tyrol,  the  Lake  of  Guarda,  and 
the  Adriatic, 

It  was  ftimufated,  between  the 
contrading  parties,  that  no  indivi¬ 
dual,  in  the  countries  occupied  by 
the  French  or  Auftrians,  thou  Id 
be  profecuted  for  his  opinions  or 
conduct  during  the  war  between 
them. 

The  duke  of  Modena  was  to 
receive,  as  an  indemnification  for  the 
lots  of  his  duchy,  the  province  of 
Erifgaw,  in  the  proximity  of  the 
Rhine. 

A  congrcfs  fhould  be  held,  at 
Raftadt,  confiding  of  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  from  France  and  the  em¬ 
pire,  for  the  negoeiating  of  a 
peace. 

The  ceremonial  and  etiquette 
between  Auftria  and  France  (hould 
remain  as  in  times  paft,  and  the 
Cilalpine  republic  fhould  be  placed 
on  the  fame  footing,  in  this  refped, 
as  the  late  republic  of  Venice. 

The  provifions  of  this  treaty 
extended,  as  far  as  they  were  ap¬ 
plicable,  to  the  commonwealth  of 
Batavia. 

In  order  to  afeertain  the  neutrality 
to  be  obferved,  with  regard  to  the 
belligerent  powers,  it  was  reci¬ 
procally  agreed,  that  no  afiiftance 
or  protection  of  any  kind  fhould  be 
given  to  the  enemies  of  either  of 
the  contracting  parties,  and  that 
not  more  than  fix  of  their  fhips  of 
war,  at  one  time,  fhould  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  enter  the  Auftrian  or  French 
harbours,  during  the  prefent  war. 

Such  were  the  principal  articles 
of  the  treaty  of  Campo-Formio, 
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The  countries  given  to  the  houle 
of  Auftria,  to  counterbalance  the  ac* 
quifition  of  France,  in  the  Nether* 
lands,  were  allowed  to  be  an  equi¬ 
valent  beyond  what  it  could  have 
juftly  expeCted,  confidering  the  de¬ 
bilitated  condition  to  which  it  had 
been  brought,  by  the  arms  of  the 
French  republic,  and  the  inveteracy 
exprefted  upon  all  occafions  againft 
it  by  the  court  of  Vienna  and  its 
adherents. 

But  there  were  other  articles  in 
this  treaty,  deemed  of  an  unoften- 
iible  nature,  in  the  adual  fituation 
of  Europe,  elpecially  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  empire,  with  the  princes  and 
ftates  of  which  both  France  and 
Auftria  feemed  equally  inclined  to 
act  w'ith  more  freedom,  than  they 
were  confcious  would  be  juftifiable, 
or  approved  of  by  thofe  whom  their 
defigns  were  to  e  fifed. 

By  this  leeret  convention  the  em¬ 
peror  engaged  to  confent,  that  the 
Rhine  fhould,  conformably  to  the 
defire  of  the  republic,  be  the 
boundary  between  France  and  Ger¬ 
many,  and  to  ule  his  mediation  for 
the  procuring  of  the  like  confent, 
on  the  part  of  the  ftates  and  princes 
of  the  empire.  Were  they  to  refufe 
th  eir  afient,  he  agreed  to  furnifh  nov 
inorc  than  his  bare  contingent  of 
troops,  in  cafe  hoftilities  refulted 
from  this  refufal.  The  French,  in 
return,  were  to  exert  their  influence 
in  procuring  the  ceffion  of  Saltz- 
burgb,  with  fome  coniiderable  dif- 
trids  in  Bavaria,  to  the  emperor. 
For  every  acquifition  made  by 
France  in  the  empire,  it  was  ft  i- 
pulated  that  he  fhould  receive  an 
equivalent;  and  for  every  one  that 
he  made,  France  fhould  receive 
another  in  like  manner.  The  re¬ 
public,  in  order  to  induce  the  afient 
of  the  king  of  Fruffia  to  thofe  ar¬ 
rangements,, 
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rangements,  refiored  his  dominions 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and 
allowed  a,. territorial  indemnifica¬ 
tion  to  be  given  to  the  fiadtholder, 
provided  it  were  not  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  Batavian  republic. 
To  this  the  emperor  alfo  contented, 
on  condition  it  were  not  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  his  own  dominions  :  care¬ 
fully  ftipulating,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  Pruffia  fhould  make  no  new 
acquifition.  He  gave  his  formal 
afient  to  the  difpofitions  made  in 
Italy  by  the  French,  of  the  various 
Imperial  fiefs  in  favour  of  the  Li¬ 
gurian  and  Cifalpine  republics;  and 


ui 

promifed  to  concur,  jointly  with 
France,  in  foficiting  the  diet  of  the 
empire  to  give  up  its  feudal  fove- 
reignty  over  thofe  diftrids.  Fie 
farther  agreed  to  ad  in  concert 
with  the  republic,  in  order  to 
obtain  the  confent  of  the  empire, 
that  the  three  ecclefiaftical  eledors, 
and  the  other  princes  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  who  fuffered  any  lofs  of  ter¬ 
ritory,  either  in  confequence  of 
this  convention,  or  of  the  pacifi¬ 
cation  to  be  concluded  hereafter 
between  France  and  the  empire, 
fhould  be  proportionably  indemni¬ 
fied  in  Germany. 


> 


CHAP, 


/  *  ,  '  t 

48]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 

I  ' 


C  H  A  F.  IV. 


Principle  or  Spirit  of  the  Treaty  of  Campo-Formio . — Strictures  thereon. — Ex¬ 
ultation  of  the  French . — Parties  in  France. — Their  mutual  Abhorrence  of 
each  other. — -Their  Reciprocal  Animofty,  influenced  by  neuf ealoufies  and  A p^ 
prehcnfions . — -Cor if  piracy  of  Loyal ijis  difeovered. — Addrefs  of  Lewis,  called 
by  the  Roy  all  ft  s  the  XF  l  II. — And  refolute  Exertions  of  his  Party  through¬ 
out  France.  - — Decree,  obliging  the  Public  Functionaries  to  fwear  Hatred  to 
Royalty . — Return  of  new  Members  to  the  French  Republican  Legifature , 

« — -French  Troops  fent  to  St.  Domingo. — Exccfwe  Profufion  of  the  French- 
Executive  Government.' — Frauds  and  Colhfions,  detrimental  to  the  Public 
Revenue. — Enormous  encreafe  of  the  Public  Debt. — Various  Mismanage¬ 
ments. — Strictures  of  many  Members  of  both  Councils,  and  others  on  the 
Continuance  of  War,  and  Extenfon  of  Conquefs  -—The  Lenity  and  Mo¬ 
deration  of  this  Party,  in  Favour  of  Peace,  encourages  Attempts  in  Favour 
of  Peaceable  Loyalifls — Severe  Decrees  agairfi  this  Clafs  of  Loy ali ft s,  new- 
modelled  and  mitigated* 


THE  fecrecy  with  which  the 
contents  of  this  treaty  were 
concealed  from  the  public,  fuf- 
fieiently  proved  how  c.onfcious  the 
contracting  powers  were  of  the 
difiatisfaCiion  they  would  excite 
when  they  came  to  be  known.  The 
difrefpeCiful,  and  it  may  be  (aid, 
the  arbitrary  manner  in  which  they 
difpofed  of  the  in tere ft s  and  deftiny 
of  fo  many  princes,  who,  though 
inferior  to  them  in  power,  Fill 
were  independent  fovereigns,  plain¬ 
ly  (lie wed  their  total  difregard  for 
all  that  were  not  able  to  command 
it.  Their  confiderations  feemed 
wholly  confined  to  themfelves. 
Equity  and  decorum  were  entirely 
laid  afide  in  this  clandeftine  ar¬ 
rangement  of  their  reciprocal  con¬ 
cerns,  or  at  b eft  not  farther  con- 


fid  ted  than  fuited  their  conve- 
niency. 

Of  all  the  facrifices  that  were 
made  to  that  felfifh  and  ambi¬ 
tious  fpirit,  which  dictated  this  pri-  - 
vate  convention,  the  deftruction  of 
Venice  gave  moft  offence,  as  well 
as  furprize,  to  all  the  people  in 
Europe.  So  hard  a  deftiny  was  ex¬ 
pected  neither  by  the  Venetians 
nor  others.  They  had  been  or¬ 
ganized,  conformably  to  the  demo- 
cratical  fyftem,  and  the  majority 
of  the  inhabitants,  throughout  the 
dominions  of  Venice,  were  firmly 
attached  to  ,  republican  princi¬ 
ples.  The  French  plan  of  govern¬ 
ment  having,  at  the  period  of  their 
lubmiflion,  been  fettled  and  ac- 
quiefeed  in  with  the  evident  fatis- 
faefton  of  ali  dalles,  but  that  of 
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ihb  nobles,  many  of  whom  were 
not  averfe  to  it,  the  public  ima¬ 
gined  that  the  only  change  in  the 
bate  of  Venice,  Would  be  from 
an  ariftocratie  to  a  democratical  re- 
v  public.  This  alteration  had  alfo 
been  introduced  as  a  punifhmeht 
on  the  nobles,  who  alone  were 
reprefented  as  inimical  to  the 
Trench,  the  commonalty  being  re¬ 
puted  warmly  devoted  to  them.  By 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  between 
Venice  and  the  French,  and  which 
thefe  agreed  pundhially  to  fulfil, 
though  ail  its  pofleffionS  were  ceded 
to  the  French,  yet  part  of  them 
were  to  be  reftored  on  the  final  fet- 
tlement  of  affairs  in  Italy.  A  large 
film  of  money,  no  lets  than  .eighty 
millions  of  livres,  had  at  the  fame 
time  been  paid  to  them,  by  way 
of  atonement  and  compenfatiom 
■Thefe  various  circumfratices  in¬ 
duced  the  public  to  expect,  that  con¬ 
tent  with  the  transforming  of 
Venice  from  a  lordship,  as  it  was 
itylecl,  to  a  popular  fiiate,  the  French 
would  have  left  it  in  that  condition, 
which  would  have  placed  it  on  the 
fame  footing  as  the  Cifalpine  and. 
Ligurian  republics.  This  too  was 
confidered,  by  feme  very  flirewd 
politicians,  as  the  fu reft  method  of 
preferving  Italy  from  the  yoke  of 
Auftria,  as  thofe  three  republics 
would  in  all  iiklihood  unite  for  their 
Common  defence  again  ft  the  at¬ 
tempts  of  that  dangerous  neigh¬ 
bour  to  recover  his  former  domains. 
But  all  thefe  expectations  were  at 
once  fruftrated,  by  the  cefilon  not 
only  of  feveral  of  the  provinces  of 
Venice,  but  of  the  very  capital  of 
that  ancient  fate,  to  the  houfe  of 
Auftria.  This, '  in  fahft  was  to 
annihilate  all  hopes  that  Venice 
would  ever  again  refume  its  fiction 
in  the  political  fyftem  of  Europe  : 

Vol.  xxxix; 


experience  having  long  proved,  that 
every  country,  that  fell  into  the  poft 
feffion  of  that  family,  had  never 
recovered  its  primitive  filiation, 
but  through  the  mofit  violent  drug¬ 
gies,  and  the  mod  extraordinary 
and  unexpected  events. 

The  friends  to  liberty  had  be¬ 
held,  with  marked  fatisfacblon,  the 
abolition  of  the  Venetian  fenate, 
and  efpeciaiiy  of  the  council  of  ten, 
and  of  the  inquifition  of  fate.  The 
election  of  filly  individuals,  by  the 
luffrages  of  the  community,  with 
fix  commifiaries  nominated  by 
Buonaparte,  had  been  greatly  ap¬ 
proved  of,  as  a  very  fair  and  equit- 
ble  government.  As  it  had  con¬ 
tinued  feveral  months,  and  been 
exercifed  with  moderation,  an  idea 
had  naturally  prevailed,  that  it 
would  have  remained  unaltered, 
and  the  inhabitants  enjoyed  their 
new  acquired  freedom.  It  was 
therefore  with  deep  regret  and  in¬ 
dignation,  that  thefe  found,  that 
they  were  to  be  Tripped  of  what 
they  began  to  confider  as  their  con- 
fiitutional  rights,  and  delivered  over 
to  the  dominion  of  Auftria  :  a  power  4 
of  which  they  well  knew  the  deft 
potic  maxims,  and  dreaded  to  be¬ 
come  the  flibjechs  more  than  ever  ; 
face  the  introduction  among  them 
of  French  principles  and  regula¬ 
tions.  The  commonalty,  which  felt 
a  particular  partiality  to  thefe,  bit¬ 
terly  complained,  that  they  thou  Id 
have  experienced  them  to  no  other 
purpofe,  than  to  grieve  for  their  Iols, 
when  lubjecied  to  the  feverity  of  the 
,  Auftrian  government. 

Thus  ended,  for  the  prefen  t,  the 
conteft  between  France  and  Auftria, 
to  the  great  fit  is  fact  ion  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  both  countries.  In  France, 
the  exultation  was  boundlefs.  In 
imitation  of  the  precedents  of  for- 
[  F  j  mer 
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mer  times,  the  reign  of  Lewis  the 
XI V.  particularly,  calculations  of 
the  number  of  victories  and  trophies 
won  by  the  French  armies  were 
pompoufly  diftributed  to  all  the 
members  and  departments  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  pubi iflied  with  much 
fplendour  and  (olemnity  in  all  parts 
of  the  republic.  In  thefe  it  was 
ftated,  that  the  french  had  been 
victorious  in  two  hundred  and  fixty 
engagemen  ts,  thirty  of  them  pitched 
battles.  Of  their  enemies  upwards 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufancl 
had  been  Lain,  and  near  two 
hundred  thouland  made  prifoners. 
About  eight  thouland  pieces  of 
cannon  had  been  taken ,  and  one 
hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  muf- 
fcets.  Thefe  achievements  had 
taken  place  within  the  (pace  of 
three  years  and  a  half,  commen¬ 
cing  with  September,  1793,  and 
ending  with  February,  1797.  Since 
which,  upwards  of  twenty  thoufand 
more  of  the  Auftrians  had  either 
been  killed  or  taken  during  the 
hoftilities  that  preceded  the  ar- 
m ift ice,  and  preliminary  pacifica¬ 
tion,  concluded  in  April  follow¬ 
ing,  between  France  and  the  em¬ 
peror. 

While  the  arms  of  France  were 
obtaining  fo  many  mcceffes  abroach 
the  internal  peace  of  that  country 
was  continually  fhaken,  by  the  ir¬ 
reconcilable  difpontion  of  thofe 
who  oppofed  the  prefect  confuta¬ 
tion.  Stung  with  refentment  at 
the  many  difappointments  they  had 
experienced  in  their  efforts  to  over¬ 
turn  it,  thefe,  inftead  of  relaxing, 
Lad  rather  enereafed  their  refolu- 
tion  to  perfevere,  and  fall  in  the 
attempt,  fbould  fuch  a  fate  attend 

x  f 

them,  than  deli  ft  from  what  they 
looked  upon  as  equally  a  point  of 
honour  and  of  duty. 


Such  ftill  continued  to  be  the  efts1-- 
radter  of  that  relolute  party  which 
oppofed  the  republic,  and  wa's  deter¬ 
mined,  at  all  hazards,  to  labour  for 
its  deftrudion,  and  the  reftoration 
of  monarchy.  Thefe  two  objeds 
were  inceffantly  in  their  contempla¬ 
tion .  The  blood  that  had  been  fo  pro- 
fufely  and  vainly  Led  for  their  accom¬ 
pli  fh  merit  was  confidered  only  ajuft 
and  neceftary  tribute,  which  every 
loyal  fubjed  fhould  hold  bimfelf 
under  the  molt  confcientious  obli¬ 
gation  to  pay,  when  fummoned  to 
do  it  by  tliole  who  bore  the  lawful 
commiffion  of  the  fovereign,.  and 
whenever  any  profped  appeared 
of  ading  to  advantage  in  his  fer- 
vice. 

Thefe  principles  were  ftrongly 
current  among  large  numbers  in 
every  part  of  France.  The  perfe¬ 
ction  and  bufferings  which  thofe, 
who  profeffed  them,  were  liable 
to  undergo,  did  not  feem  to  make 
much  impreffion  upon  them  :  un¬ 
deterred  by  the  vigilance,  with 
which  their  motions  were  watched, 
they  aded  together  with  a  concert 
and  boldnefs  that  expofed  them  to 
perpetual  detedion.  But  fuch  was 
their  courage  and  firmnefs,  that 
they  took  little  or  no  care  to  con¬ 
ceal  their  principles.  Their  con- 
dud,  in  fad,  bordered  on  temerity, 
their  zeal  being  fuch  as  to  overleap 
all  the  bounds  of  diferetion,  and 
to  fet  their  oppreffors  at  defiance. 

Among  men  of  this  defeription 
it  was  not  difficult  to  find  agents, 
as  well  as  adherents,  by  thofe  ftrenu- 
ous  friends  to  royalty,  who  ftill 
abounded  in  France  :  the  ftaunch 
republicans  dreading  the  efteds  of 
this  unconquerable  antipathy  to 
their  caufe,  and  alarmed  by  the 
frequent  intelligence  of  threatened 
infurredions,  contrading  on  their 

fide 
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fide  a  rancour  againft  the  royalifts, 
and  a  third  of  revenge  that  induced 
them  to  pry  into  all  their  actions, 
with  a  fufpicion  that  fell  upon  the 
molt  innocent,  and  that  fought  for 
plots  and  machinations  againft  the 
eftabli filed  order  of  things,  in  the 
com  m  on  eft  in  te  rcou  r  fe  be  tween  th  o  fe 
individuals,  who  were  either  known 
or  fufpedted  to  incline  to  what  was 
termed  royalifm. 

This  being  the  relative  ft tuation  of 
the  parfizans  of  the  commonwealth 
and  the  monarchy,  it  was  natural 
that  they  fnould  hold  each  other 
in  abhorrence.  Thofe  of  the  re¬ 
publican  party,  who  favoured  mo¬ 
derate  meafures,  and  who,  though 
true  to  their  own  fide,  were  dif- 
pofed  to  treat  their  antagonifts  with 
lenity,  incurred,  on  many  occafions, 
the  imputation  of  being  unfteady  in 
their  principles  :  and  yet,  the  only- 
charge  that  could  be  brought  againft 
them  was,  that  of  endeavouring  to 
mitigate  the  fpirit  of  enmity  that 
prompted  men  to  unneceflary  adls 
of  feverity,  and  to  perfuade  them 
to  reft  contented  with  thofe  pre¬ 
cautions  that  deprived  their  adver- 
faries  of  the  means  of  executing 
their  inimical  intentions,  without 
punifhing  them  merely  for  enter¬ 
taining  fentiments  contrary  to  their 
own. 

The  nation  was  deeply  involved 
in  this  conflict  of  repugnant  ideas 
and  interefts,  when  new  jealoufies 
and  apprehenftons  arofe,  to  add 
frefli  fuel  to  the  flame  of  reciprocal 
animoftty.  On  the  twelfth  of  Plu- 
viofe,  (January  thethirty-firft,  1797), 
the  diredtory  informed  the  council 
of  five  hundred,  that  a  confpiracy 
had  been  carried  on  againft  the 
republic,  by  the  emiflaries  of 
the  late  king’s  brother,  ftyling  him- 
jfelf  king  of  France,  and  that  four 
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of  the  principal  confpirators  had 
been  arrefted. 

According  to  the  report  of  the 
minifter  of  police,  there  had  been 
for  a  confiderable  time,  perfons  in 
Paris,  commiftioned  by  that  prince, 
to  correfpond  wifh  his  partifans  in 
all  the  departments,  and  to  or¬ 
ganize  the  plan  of  an  infurredfion. 
After  preparing  their  own  people, 
they  next  ventured  to  make  appli¬ 
cation  to  fome  officers  in  the  repub¬ 
lican  army,  in  hope  of  bringing 
them  over  to  their  party.  Ram  el, 
commander  of  the  guards,  attending 
the  diredtory,  was  tampered  with, 
as  was  alfo  Malo,  the  commanding 
officer  of  a  regiment  of  dragoons. 
They  both  feigned  an  approbation 
of  the  propofals  made  to  them;  but 
informed  the  minifter  of  the  police 
of  the  bufinelsih  agitation.  A  place 
was  appointed  where  he  might 
over-bear  the  difcourfe  between 
thefe  officers  and  the  royal  com- 
miffioners.  Thither  he  repaired,  and 
they  difclofed,  in  his  hearing,  the 
whole  plan  of  the  confpiracy,  pro¬ 
ducing,  at  the  fame  time,  their 
powers,  and  the  papers  relating  to 
it;  They  were  immediately  feized, 
by  his  orders.  .Their  names  were 
Duverne,  Duprale,  known  alfo  by 
the  name  of  D  unant,  and  who  ac¬ 
knowledged,  upon  examination,  that 
he  had  aflumed  feveral  others ;  La- 
ville  Harnois,  formerly  belonging 
to  the  court  of  the  late  king  ;  Fro¬ 
thier,  who  appeared,  by  papers  found 
upon  him,  to  be  in  the  confidence 
of  Lewis  XVIII;  and  a  perlon 
called  baron  Poly.  They  were  ac- 
citfed  of  having  endeavoured  to  fe- 
duce  the  above-mentioned  officers 
into  a  confpiracy  againft  the  repub¬ 
lic,  in  which  they  were  to  be  af- 
ftfted  by  England.  Had  thpir  de- 
flgn  fucceeded,  and  a  counter  revo- 
[  E  2  ]  lution 
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lution  been  effected  in  favour  of 
Lewis*  deeds  of  a  mod  atrocious 
nature  were  to  have  enfued.  That 
prince  was*  at  his  redorationj  to  have 
affurned  the  mafk  of  clemency,  and 
to  have  i filled  an  abl  of  oblivion  : 
but  this  was  to  have  been  declared 
null  and  void  by  the  parliament, 
after  his  power  had  been  firmly  fet¬ 
tled,  and  the  ancient  courts  of  judi¬ 
cature  re-eflablifhed  :  other  acts  of 
perfidy  were  to  have  accompanied 
this  one.  The  leading  members  of 
the  prefent  legiflature  were  to  have 
been  taken  into  favour,  and  pro¬ 
moted  :  but  condemned  to  puni fo¬ 
ment  on  the  full  opportunity.  Other 
frauds  and  barbarities  were  men¬ 
tioned*  finch  as  expofing  La  Fayette 
in  an  iron  cage,  and  fentencing  to 
the  gallies  the  inferior  adtors  in 
the  revolution.  If  the  llrength  of 
the  royalifls  proved  infufficient  for 
their  purpofes,  the  jacobins  and  ter- 
rorifls  were  to  have  been  reforted 
to  for  aid,  on  plaufible  pretexts. 
Such  were  the  principal  charges 
again  ft  the  four  perfons  arretted. 
As  their  anfwers  did  not  invalidate 
them*  they  were  ordered,  by  the 
directory ,  to  be  tided  before  a  mi¬ 
litary  tribunal*  as  falling  under 
the  accufation  of  having  levied 
forces  to  be  employed  again  ft  the 
date. 

The  chief  agent  among  them  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  D unant.  lie  gave  in 
a  declaration  of  the  proceedings  re¬ 
lating  to  this  confpiracy,  that  repre- 
fented  it,  as  well  as  his  agency 
therein,  in  fo  remarkable*  and*  at 
the  fame  time,  in  fo  ftrange.  and 
perplexed  a  light,  that  it  excited 
great  doubt  of  his  veracity.  Fie 
affumed  the  character  of  a  man  re- 
folved  to  communicate  all  the 
Iran  factions  to  which  he  was  privv, 
and  in  which  he  had  been  concerned* 


relating  to  France.  He  detailed# 
in  the  minuted  manner,  the  multi¬ 
plicity  of  intrigues  carried  on*  at 
home  and  abroad,  againd  the  repub¬ 
lic,  fpeeifying  faCts  and  perlons 
with  the  mod  circumdantial  accu¬ 
racy.  Flis  object,  by  making  thefe 
dilcoveries,  was*  he  laid*  tofruftrate 
the  attempts  of  the  enemies  to  the 
commonwealth*  and  to  enable  it  the 
more  readily  to  crulli  them,  by  be¬ 
ing  forewarned  in  time.  The  part 
that  England  aCted  in  thefe  tranfac- 
tions  was  very  particularly  deferib- 
ed.  According  to  his  report*  the 
Britifo  minidry  was  at  the  bottom 
of  every  dedgn  meditated  againft 
France,  and  fpared  no  expence  to 
forward  their  execution.  Nothing, 
in  diort*  was  omitted*  on  the  part  of 
this  ancient  rival*  to  overturn  its 
prefent,  and  to  redore  Its  former, 
government.  But  notwithstanding 
the  utility,  which  the  royal  caufe 
expected  to  derive  from  England, 
the  king,  he  faid,  meaning  Lewis 
XVIII.  and  his  council,  had  always 
been  of  opinion*  that  the  fervices  of 
England  were  perfidious,  and  tend-, 
ing  to  no  other  end  than  the  ruin  of 
France.  This  declaration  made 
much  noife  at  the  time,  and  gave 
occafion  to  a  variety  of  fpecula- 
tions. 

The  detection  of  this  confpiracy 
coinciding  with  the  period  immedi¬ 
ately  preceding  the  annual  change 
of  one-third  of  the  legidature,  a- 
wakened  the  fufpicions  of  govern¬ 
ment*  and  induced  them  to  imagine, 
that  their  opponents  would  exercife 
all  their  influence  throughout  the 
nation,  to  render  the  enfuing  elec¬ 
tion  of  members,  to  replace  thofe 
thatvacated  theirfeats,  unfavourable 
to  the  views  of  the  prefent  rulers. 
Herein  they  were  not  deceived. 
Every  fpecies  of  oppofition,  vio¬ 
lence 
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fence  alone  excepted,  was  ip&de,  by 
the  royal  party,  in  favour  of  their 
friends.  Nor  were  the  republicans 
lefs  earned,  in  oppofmg  their  adver- 
laries,  in  the  fame  manner.  Reci¬ 
procal  accufations  of  bribery,  and 
every  unfair  method  of  carrying 
elections,  were  laid  to  the  charge  of 
both  parties,  and  they  criminated 
each  other  with  all  the  virulence 
and  animofity  of  men,  who  were 
eagerly  feeding  for  means  to  effect 
their  mutual  deftruction, 

A  paper,  pubiifhed  about  this 
time,  in  the  name  of  Lewis,  afforded 
an  opportunity  to  the  directory,  not 
only  of  bidding  on  the  reality  of  the 
recent  confpiracy,  but  of  bringing 
home,  to  the  royal  party,  the  charge 
of  making  every  edbrt  to  fill  the 
legiflature  with  their  partizans.  In 
this  paper,  Lewis  explicitly  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  he  had  agents  in 
France,  who  were  commillioned  by 
him  t<s  urge  every  motive  to  induce 
the  people  to  renounce  their  allegi¬ 
ance  to  the  republican  government, 
which  he  reprelented  as  a  date  of 
anarchy  and  of  dcfpotifm,  and  to 
redore  the  ancient  monarchy,  which 
alone  could  put  an  end  to  the  cala¬ 
mities  that  had  afflicted  France  ever 
dnee  it  had  wanted  a  king.  Alter 
making  folemn  promifes  to  rectify  all 
abnfes,  and  to  redrefs  all  grievances, 
conformably  to  the  widi  and  will  of 
the  nation,  he  directed  his  agents  to 
employ  themfelves  particularly  in 
procuring  the  choice  of  the  public 
in  the  approaching  renewal  of  its  re- 
prefentatives,  to  fall  upon  his  own 
adherents.  In  order  to  obtain  this 
end,  they  were  to  hold  out  rewards, 
proportioned  to  the  fer vices  per¬ 
formed,  to  the  military  of  every 
rank,  and  to  every  perfon  in  office, 
whom  they  could  perluade  to  em¬ 


brace  their  caufc,  and  to  come  into 
their  mcafures. 

This  addrefs  of  Lewis  to  the 
French,  which  was  dated  the  tenth 
of  March,  1797,  was  accompanied 
by  the  refolute  exertions  of  his  par¬ 
ty,  throughout  France.  Govern¬ 
ment  was  openly  attacked,  both  in 
fpeech  and  writing.  Every  argu¬ 
ment  was  ufed  to  afperfe  and  vilify 
its  members  i  every  report  and  anec¬ 
dote  was  circulated,  that  could  dis¬ 
parage  their  character,  and  bring 
them  into  contempt.  The  caufe  of 
the  emigrants  was*  bold ly  pleaded, 
and  their  conduCt  juftifled.  The 
republic  itfelf  was  reprelented  as 
unftable  and  fluctuating,  and  the 
probability  of  its  continuance  de¬ 
nied. 

But  a  fubject  of  (till  greater  alarm 
to  government,  was,  that  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  the  public  func¬ 
tionaries  refufed  to  take  the  oath  of 
hatred  to  royalty.  Though  this  re - 
filial  was  grounded  on  their  compli¬ 
ance  with  this  injunction  upon  their 
entering  into  office,  yet,  their  denial 
to  comply  with  it,  at  the  prefent 
juncture,  could  not  fail  to  iubject 
them  to  fufpicions  of  enmity  to  go¬ 
vernment. 

The  directory,  againfl  which  the 
attacks  of  oppolition  were  chiefly 
levelled,  relolved,  on  this  emergen¬ 
cy,  to  apply  to  the  legiflature,  for 
its  aid,  in  compelling  the  refractory 
to  fubmit  to  a  regulation,  which  all 
the  friends  to  the  republic  judged 
indifpentibly  requiflte  to  enable  go¬ 
vernment  to  dittinpTiith  between  its 

o 

adherents  and  opponents.  With 
this  view,  a  meflage  was  lent  by  the 
directory  to  the  council  of  five 
hundred,  complaining  of  the  difre- 
fpeClful  and  audacious  writings 
pubiifhed  againft  the  Ton  fli  tut  ion 
[  F  3  ]  and 
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and  government,  as  well  as  of  (he 
refufalof  perfons  in  office  to  take  the 
oaths  required  of  them,  and  requeil- 
Ing,  that  a  law  Chou  id  pats  to 
oblige  them  to  comply  with  this  re- 
quifition. 

This  meffage  was  delivered  to  the 
council,  on  the  fifteenth  of  March, 
and  the  puffing  of  it  was  warmly 
folicited  by  the  friends  of  the  direc¬ 
tory,  as  peculiarly  neceflary  at  the 
prefent  feafon.  The  fact  was,  that 
in  many  parts  of  France,  thofe  who 
had  been  appointed  eledfors.  of  the 
members  of  the  two  councils,  that 
com  poled  the  legiflative  body,  were 
fecretly  royalifrs,  and,  of  courfe, 
difinclined  to  take  the  oaths  admi- 
niftered  to  them  by  the  republicans, 
as  a  tefl  of  their  fidelity  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  confutation.,  It  was  particu¬ 
larly  again  ft  thefe,  the  law  now  pro- 
pofed  was  aimedi  But  it  was 
jftrongly  oppofed  by  feveral  of  the 
mofi:  confpicuous  members  of  the 
council,  who  rejedled  it,  as  nnnecef- 
fary  and  injurious  to  the  charadter 
of  the  electors,  whofe  loyalty  to 
their  country  it  reprefented  as 
doubtful.  They  wrere  anfwered, 
that  teftimonies  of  attachment  to 
the  date  ought  always  to  accompa¬ 
ny  official  appointments,  and  that 
no  one,  who  did  not  harbour  fmifier 
defigns,  would  be  averfe  to  give 
fo  eafy  a  proof  of  bis  patriotifm, 
After  violent  altercations,  it  was 
decreed,  at  lad,  that  every  eledtor, 
previoufly  to  his  entering  upon  his 
fundfions,  fhould  formally  promife 
attachment  and  fidelity  to  the  re¬ 
public,  and  t<3  the  conditution  of 
the  third  year,  and  pledge  him felf 
to  defend  them  to  the  utmoft  of 
his  abilities. 

The  enadting  of  this  decree  was 
confklered,  by  the  republican  party. 


as  no  little  advantage  gained  over 
the  royalids,  who  had,  for  fome 
time,  been  remarkably  fuccefsful  in 
encreafmg  their  drength.  This,  in¬ 
deed,  was  evident,  by  the  returns 
made  of  new  members  to  the  Iegif- 
lature.  Among  thefe  was  the  prince 
of  Conti,  and  fome  of  the  ancient 
noblefie.  Several  others  were  eledt- 
ed,  whofe  principles  were  remarka¬ 
bly  moderate,  and  by  fome  thought 
inclining  to  royalifm. 

Three  perfons  took  their  feats  as 
reprefentatives,on  this  occafion,  who 
had  each  made  a  confpicuous  figure 
in  the  republic.  The  one  was  Bar- 
rere,  famous  for  his  many  fpeeches 
in  the  convention,  during  the  time 
of  Roberfpierre,  and  for  having  pre- 
fided  at  the  trial  of  the  unfortunate 
Lewis.  The  others  were  general 
Jourdan,  the  fir d  who  turned  the 
tide  of  fortune  in  favour  of  France, 
in  the  campaign  of  1793,  by  the 
vidlory  of  Dunkirk ;  and  genera! 
Pichegru,  no  lefs  noted  for  his  fuc- 
ced'es  in  Flanders  and  Holland,  the 
enfuing  year.  Both  the  latter  were 
admitted  to  their  feats  wfith  every 
token  of  approbation  and  refpeCt. 
But  the  former  was  rejedled,  as  be¬ 
ing  an  out-law,  and  incapable,  as 
well  as  unworthy,  of  having  a  feat 
in  the  reprefentation.  In  the  di¬ 
rectory,  Latourneur  went,  by  1  t, 
out  of  office,  and  was  replaced 
by  the  celebrated  negociator  Bar- 
thelemi,  whofe  talents  and  per- 
fonal  charadter  had  long  rendered 
him  the  favourite  of  the  public, 
which  expreffed  univerfal  fatis- 
fadlion  at  his  promotion  to  that 
dignity. 

This  partial  renovation  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  and  legiflative  bodies  was 
accompanied  with  a  general  expect¬ 
ation,  that  it  would  be  followed  by 

material 
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material  changes  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  public  affairs.  The  power 
of  the  directory  was,  by  numbers,, 
■deemed  too  great  for  the  adminif- 
trators  of  the  concerns  of  a  com¬ 
monwealth,  and  a  limitation  of  it 
was  judged  neceffary,  before  cufiom 
and  length  of  time  fhould  give  it  a 
Tight  of  prefeription.  The  council 
of  five  hundred  had  hitherto  a  died, 
in  a  remarkable  degree,  by  the  irn- 
■pulfe  of  the  directory.  The  necefi- 
fiity  of  preferving  union  between 
the  different  branches  of  a  confuta¬ 
tion,  newly  eftabli fined,  and  thereby 
fecuring  it  refped,  pointed  out  the 
propriety  of  fuch  a  con dud.  But 
the  lapfe  of  a  coniiderabJe  (pace  of 
time,  filled  up  with  continual  tri¬ 
umphs,  having  conferred  flrength, 
and  the  prof  ped  of  fiability,  upon 
the  new  fyftem,  its  favourers,  as 
well  as  criticifers,  began  to  examine 
its  flaws  with  the  more  fe verity,  that 
the  fooner  thefe  were  remedied,  the 
ief's  of  difficulty  would  occur  in  that 
neceffary  bufinefs. 

Both  the  councils  now  contained 
a  large  proportion  of  members  de¬ 
termined  to  retain  as  much  autho¬ 
rity  as  they  might  be  able  to  fecure 
to  their  refpedive  (hares.  They 
'vigilantly  waited  an  opportunity  of 
enforcing,  by  adual  exertion,  their 
claim  to  fome  of  thofe  branches  of 
power,  that  had  been  fole’y  exer- 
cifed  by  the  diredory,  and  either 
acquiefced  in,  or  formally  lodged  in 
them  :by  tl>e  councils. 

The  feffions  of  the  new  legifiature 
commenced  towards  the  clofe  of 
May.  In  the  beginning  of  June, 
the  fituation  of  the  French  iflands, 
in  the  Weft  -Indies,  was  brought 
before  the  council  of  five  hundred. 
The  recall  of  Santhonax,  the 
French  commiffioncr,  in  St.  Domin¬ 
go,  was  .moved,  and  carried::  but 
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general  Jourdan,  apprehending  that 
if  this  meafure  was  not  fupported  by 
a  fufficient  force,  that  commiffioner 
might  xefi ft  the  orders  of  the  Iegifla- 
ture,  and,  fooner  than  fubmifgive  up 
the  illand  to  the  Englifli,  propofed, 
that  a  competent  body  of  troops 
fhould  be  fent  to  enforce  the  decree 
of  the  council.  This  propofal  was 
approved  of,  and  puffed,  accordingly, 
to  the  great -mortification  of  the  di¬ 
redory,  to  whom  the  fettlemerit  of 
that  affair  had  been  committed,  by 
the  late  council. 

The  public  was  not  difpleafed  at 
this  affumption  of  authority,  by  the 
counci k  Profufions  of  an  unfuffer- 
able  nature  were  imputed  to  the 
managers  of  trie  home  departments, 
of  which  the  expences,  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  committee  appointed  for 
their  examination,  ought  to  be  re¬ 
duced  from  feventeen  to  little  more 
than  fix  millions.  The  diredory 
was  accufed  of  conniving  at  theie 
exceffes,  if  not  of  exprefsly  autho- 
rifing  them,  to  indulge  their  vanity, 
and  a  contemptible  fondnefs  for  im¬ 
proper  magnificence.  The  various 
palaces,  inhabited  ;by  the  late  king, 
and  the  different  branches  of  the 
royal  family,  occafioned  an  expen¬ 
diture  that  ill  accorded  with  the 
pretences  of  economy,  fo  frequently 
in  the  mouth  of  the  fupporters  of 
government.  A  far  greater  number 
of  furveyors,  architeds,  and  work¬ 
men,  were  employed  to  keep  them 
in  order  and  repair,  than  were 
wanted  for  'the  purpofes  to  which 
they  were  allotted.  Several  of  thofe 
manufadories,  ftiled  royal,  were  ftil! 
preferved  on  their  former  footing, 
without  neceffity.  The  expences 
arifing  from  the  printing  of  public 
papers,  and  the  remunerations  given, 
to  the  writers  in  them,  on  the  fide 
of  government,  were  no  lefs  excef- 
j[  E  4  ]  .five 
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jive,  Complaints  of  this  kind  were 
equally  made  by  the.  republicans 
and  the  royalifts.  The  former  re¬ 
proached  the  people  in  office  for 
afiedting  a  needlefs  pomp  in  their 
execution,  and  for  converting  to 
their  private  emolument,  the  films 
entr lifted  to  their  hands  for  public 
ufes.  The  latter  expreffed  their  in¬ 
dignation,  that  perfons  of  low  de¬ 
gree,  and  that  bad  rifen  to  power 
and  affluence  by  the  depreftion 
and  ruin  of  their  fuperiprs,  fhould 
riot  oftentatioufly  in  their  fppils,  and 
that  after  deftroying  monarchy,  as 
too  coftly  a  fyftem,  and  impoverifli- 
ing  the  many  for  the  enriching  of 
the  few,  they  fflould,  in  the  midfi  of 
pretences  t<§  hqgality,  live  in  lump- 
tuoufnefs  and  luxury,  and  rival  the 
frate  and  fplendour  of  kings. 

In  the  council  of  five  hundred, 
now  confiding  of  numbers  highly 
diflatisned  with  the  conduct  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  refblved  to  expofe  it 
to  the  public,  without  ■  palliation, 
the  fevered  invectives  took  place 
aga’infl;  the  fuperfiuous  multitudes  of 
cpiTimifiaries,  and  other  attendants 
on  the  army,  and  of  individuals 
employed  in  the  official  depart¬ 
ments.  It  was  durmifed  that  they 
were  maintained  as  retainers  to 
thofe  who  appointed  them .  whole  pri¬ 
vate  intereft  and  fervice  they  were 
thus  fond  to  promote  on  allpccafipns. 
It  was  alfoirfflnuated,  that  in  a  matter 
of  the higheft  importance  to  the  bene¬ 
fit ‘of  the  revenue,  the  fale  of  public 
lands,  frauds  and  collations  had  taken 
place,  to  the  deep  detriment  of  the 
revenue,  notwithstanding  the  clamo¬ 
rous  wants  of  e  very  branch  ol  the  na¬ 
tional  expenditure. 

The  committee  of  finances,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  animadverted  with  great 
freedom  on  their  adminidration. 
tough  the  negledl  and  indolence 
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of  thofe  who  Taper  intended  them* 
debts  and  arrears,  they  laid,  ha-d 
been  accumulated  to  the  amount  of 
fix  hundred  millions,  a  fum  exceed¬ 
ing  the  annual  income  by  thirty 
millions.  The  negligence  or  igno¬ 
rance  of  feme  of  the  m  millers,  had 
been  extreme.  Provitions  had  been 
purchafed  by  one  of  them,  tor  the 
life  of  the  navy,  at  nearly  thrice 
their  cod  in  the  common  markets, 
and  aim  oft  as  much  had  been  paid 
for  naval  Tores. 

Various  nft  (managements  of  the 
heavieft  nature,  in  pecuniary  and 
other  matters,  were,  at  the  fame 
time,  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  direc¬ 
tory,  Whether  for  the  fupport  of  the 
army,  or  the  arrangements  prepara¬ 
tory  for  peace,  their  demands  for 
money  were,  it  was  laid,  equally  ex¬ 
orbitant.  For  the  latter  ot  thete 
objects,  they  required  no  leys  than 
one  hundred  millions.  Nor  >vas 
their  arrogance  inferior  to  their  pro- 
fufion.  They  prefumptuoufly  de¬ 
manded  copies  of  the  fpceches  re¬ 
filing  to  them,  that  had  been  made 
in  the  councils.  What  was  this  but 
invading  the  freedom  of  debate? 
Their  conduct  ought  therefore,  it. 
was  afleried,  to  be  rigorpufiy  feruti- 
nized,  and  no  greater  authority  al¬ 
lowed  them  than  the  conftitution 
had  decreed.  The  more  effectually 
to  reftram  them  within  their  own 
limits,  they  fflould  be  debarred 
henceforth  from  the  management  of 
the  national  finances:  and  thole 
layys  that  had  empowered  them  to 
ditpofe  of  the  public  money,  on  vrn 
nous  occafionsand  pretences,  ought 
forthwith  to  be  repealed. 

Thete  firictures  on  the  dhedlorv, 
and  the  bold  meafures  propofed  in 
ebnfequence  of  them,  proceeded  from 
Gilbert  Delmoulieres,  a  man  deeply 
converfant  in  pecuniary  calculations, 

and 
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arui  in  the  revenues  and  refources  of 
France,  and  of  a  difpoliiion  not  to 
be  intimidated  by  frowns  and  me¬ 
naces,  while  confcioiis  that  he  flood 
upon  the  ftrong  ground  of  truth  and 
facts.  He  was  refolutely  fupportcd 
throughout  the  animated  difcuffions, 
upon  thefe  divers  fubjeds,  that  took 
up  the  attention  of  the  councils, 
from  the  commencement  of  June, 
to  the  twentieth.  The  impreffion 
made  on  the  public,  by  the  fevere 
animadverlions  on  the  directory. 

Was  highly  to  their  difcredit.  But 
they  were  not  difmayed  by  this  ap¬ 
pearance  of  hoftility  to  them,  and 
prepared  to  meet  their  enemies  with 
weapons  not  iefs  offenfive  than  thole 
that  were  employed  againfl  them. 

Theii  adverfaries,  in  the'  mean 
wdiile,  elated  with  fuccefs,  deter¬ 
mined  to  follow  it  up  with  farther 
cenlures  of  the  directorial  body.  On 
the  twentieth  of  June,  Paftoret,  a 
leading  member  of  the  oppofition, 
ipade  a  violent  attack  on  their  con¬ 
duct,  refpeding  the  United  States 
of  North  America.  Thefe  were  re- 
prefented  as  having  difpjayed  an 
equivocal  approbation  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  republican  party, 
End  to  have  aded  uniformly  as  the 
IJaunch  friends  to  the  revolution.  It 
was  therefore  the  higheft  degree  of 
imprudence,  in  government,  to  afford 
them  caufe  of  complaint.  Nothing 
fhort  of  manifeft  and  avowed  en¬ 
mity,  on  the  part  of  the  Americans, 
could  apthorife  the  harfh  meafures 
adopted  againft  them,  and  enforced 
by  the  directory  with  fo  much  fe~ 
verity.  This  charge  was  followed 
by  a  motion  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
dud;  or  the  diredory  upon  this  occa¬ 
sion.  The  powers  affirmed  by  that 
body  were  explicitly  termed  upepn- 
Jlitutional,  and  tranfgreflive  of  the 
authority  lodged  in  them  by  the  laws. 
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A  charge  of  a  more  heinous  na¬ 
ture,  and  involving  them  in  a  much 
more,,  extern  five  contefl,  was  the 
privilege  they  had  arrogated,  of  ex¬ 
amining  the  epiftolary  correfpond- 
enceof  private  individuals,  by  break¬ 
ing  open  letters.  This  was  de¬ 
clared  a  fcandalous  violation  of 
liberty,  and  evidently  repugnant  to 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
confiitution.  In  this  declaration 
the  council  was  ieconded  by  the 
voice  of  the  public,  over  which  the 
affumption  of  fuel)  a  privilege  held  a 
rod  of  perpetual  terror.  It  was 
particularly  odious  to  the  French, 
who,  of  all  people,  delight  in  a  frank 
and  unreftrained  communication  of 
fentiments  upon  all  lubjeds,  and  are 
prone  to  give  an  unbounded  loofe 
to  that  farcaflic  humour  of  wit  and 
gaiety  that  accompanies  their  invefti- 
gation  of  both  public  and  private 
affairs. 

The  difpofition  to  criticife  the 
proceedings  of  government,  that 
now  characterized  the  two  coun¬ 
cils,  efpecially  that  of  the  juniors, 
led  them  to  inquire  into  the  mili¬ 
tary  tranfadions  abroad,  with  more 
ffridnefsthan  was  thought  necellary, 
even  by  many  of  their  Friends. 
The  victories,  obtained  by  their 
commanders  and  armies,  were,  to 
the  generality  of  Frenchmen,  a  fuf- 
ficient  motive  for  approving  the  fo¬ 
reign  politics  of  the  diredory.  The 
glory  refulting  from  thefe  to  the  na¬ 
tion  filenced  all  doubts  of  their  pro¬ 
priety. 

But  there  were  numbers,  both  in 
the  councils  and  the  public  at  large, 
that  did  not  look  upon  the  fuccefs  of 
the  French  arms,  as  any  realon  for 
approving  the  meafures  of  thofe 
who  direded  them.  Though  war¬ 
like  atchievements  might  render  the 
French  formidable,  they  would  alfo 
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expofe  them  to  the  hatred  of  thofe 
princes  and  dates  at  vvhofe  cof  they 
were  performed.  France*  under 
Lewis  XIV.  had  defervedly  in¬ 
curred  the  odium  of  all  Europe* 
on  this  very  account.  The  victori¬ 
ous  career  of  that  monarch  had 
lafed  uninterruptedly  many  years: 
yet*  notwithfanding  the  terror  dif- 
fufed  hv  his  fucceffes*  his  neighbours 
gradually  recovered  from  their  fears, 
and  finally  brought  him  to  the 
verge  of  ruin.  In  the  fame  manner, 
by  perfifing  obfinately  in  over¬ 
running  and  fubjedting  every  coun¬ 
try*  not  able  at  prefent  to  refit! 
them,  the  French  would  indifpofe 
all  their  neighbours.  Convinced 
of  the  neceflity  of  making  it  a  com¬ 
mon  caufe,  thefe  would  flently,  but 
firmly,  frame  an  union  of  f  rength  and 
Intereft  againfl  France*  which 
would  certainly  feel  the  effects  of  it 
fbon  or  late,  as  that  ambitious  mon¬ 
arch  had  done.  It  was  rath  to  ex¬ 
pert  that  fortune  would  never  defer! 
the  f andards  of  the  republic.  Pru¬ 
dence  dictated  the  neceffity  of  mo¬ 
deration,  if  it  meaned  to  fecure  the 
advantages  it  had  gained.  But  fub- 
jugations  and  conquef s  muff  eventu¬ 
ally  prove  its  ruin*  as  they  would 
require  the  ftrength  of  the  nation 
to  be  continually  on  the  fulled 
fretch.  This  was  a  filiation  it 
could  not  bear.  Boundlefs  ex¬ 
ertions  would*  by  degrees*  deprive 
it  of  the  means*  not  only  of  retain¬ 
ing  the  acquiftions  it  had  made, 
but  of  preventing  the  reaction  of 
the  many  enemies  that  would  then 
be  ready  to  avail  themfelves  of  the 
diminution  of  its  force.  This  would 
infallibly  refill  from  an  adherence 
to  the  prefent  fyfiem  of  revolution¬ 
izing  and  giving  laws  to  all  its 
neighbours.  France*  in  thefe  per¬ 


nicious  attempts,  had  been  drained 
of  its  bravef  men*  and  though  the 
triumphs  it  had  obtained  in  the  held 
were  fgnal  and  extraordinary,  yet 
the  power  thereby  acquired  refled 
on  the  mof  precarious  grounds,  as 
on  the  leaf  reverfe  of  fortune,  the 
difficulties  they  would  have  to  en¬ 
counter  would  become  greater  than 
before*  and  their  means  to  over¬ 
come  them  neceflarily  Iefs.  The 
external  lofs  of  men*  in  the  profeeu- 
tion  of  this  defrubtive  war,  waged 
in  fo  many  countries*  and  with  fo 
many  powerful  and  refolute  ene¬ 
mies,  and  the  torrents  of  blood  filed 
in  the  internal  feuds  and  commo¬ 
tions  that  had  difracied  the  nation* 
had  thinned  its  population  in  a  de¬ 
gree  that  good  policy  forbad  even 
to  mention.  Thefe  various  eon- 
fiderations  demanded  an  immediate 
change  of  condubt  in  thofe  who 
were  at  the  head  of  the  republic. 
Infead  of  continuing  and  extending 
h©f  ilities*  pacific  meafures  ought  to 
be  adopted*  and  the  utmof  folici- 
tude  prevail,  to  create  no  additional 
enemies,  by  interfering  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  cf  nations  that  were  defirous 
of  peace,  and  of  fettling  any  dif¬ 
ferences  in  a  manner  fatisfaftory  to 
the  interef  and  dignity  of  the  re¬ 
public. 

Such  were  the  opinions  of  a  f  rong 
and  numerous  party  in  France*  at 
this  time.  In  purfuance  of  a  deter¬ 
mination,  formed  to  put  a  fop  to 
the  liofile  fpirit  that  a&uated  the 
executive  government  and  its  ad¬ 
herents,  Dumoulard*  one  of  the 
mof  vigorous  fupporters  of  the  op- 
poftion,  moved*  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  June,  that  a  committee 
fliould  be  appointed*  to  invefigate 
the  proceedings*  that  had  taken 
place  in  Italy,  refpebting  the  two 
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republics  of  Venice  and  Genoa. 
He  cenfured,  with  great  afperity, 
the  treatment  they  had  experienced 
from  Buonaparte,,  as  unjuftifiable  in 
reafon  and  policy,  and  tending  to 
fill  Europe  with  complaints  of  the 
ambition  and  tyranny  of  the  French, 
and  of  the  contempt  in  which  they 
hold  all  other  governments  and  na¬ 
tions. 

The  influence  exerted  by  oppo- 
fition,  and  their  evident  inclination 
to  lenity,  and  moderate  meafures, 
encouraged  the  friends  of  thole 
royaiifts  whofe  behaviour  had  been 
peaceable,  and  againft:  whom  no 
charges  of  acting  againft  the  re¬ 
public  had  been  proved,  to  come 
forward  in  their  favour,  and  to  fo¬ 
lic;  t  the  reftoration  of  their  pro¬ 
perty.  The  legiflature  behaved 
with  marked  impartiality  on  this 
occafion.  Some  perfonages,  of 
great  birth  and  rank,  under  the 
monarchy,  were  re-inftated  in  their 
poffeffions ;  among  whom  were  two 
individuals  of  the  Bourbon  family, 
the  prince  of  Conti,  and  the  duchefs 
of  Orleans. 

Thefeveral  decrees,  made  during 
the  barbarous  adminiftration  of 
IRoberfpIerre,  by  which  the  relations 
of  emigrants  were  unjuftly  affe&ed, 
underwent  a  complete  revifion,  and 
were  new  modelled  in  fo  equitable 
a  manner,  that  no  perfbn,  however 
nearly  related  to  thofe  who  came 
under  the  fentence  of  emigration, 
were,  on  that  account,  to  fuffer  in 
their  property.  Thofe  individuals, 
alfo,  who,  in  the  disorders  and  con- 
fufions  attending  hoftilities,  had  fled 
from  thofe  countries  now  occupied 
by  the  French,  and  taken  refuge  in 
foreign  parts,  were  now,  by  an  ex- 
prefs  decree,  invited  to  return  to 
their  homes  and  poffeffions ;  and 
an  ample  fpace  of  time  was  allowed 


them,  to  make  their  option,  whether 
to  decline,  or  take,  the  benefit  of 
this  indulgence. 

Hitherto,  the  proceedings  of  op- 
pofition  had,  by  the  impartial  part 
of  the  public,  been  viewed  in  a  fa¬ 
vourable  light :  but  thofe  which  fol¬ 
lowed  excited  fufpicions  among  the 
ftaunch  republicans,  that  feme  de- 
figns  were  in  agitation  of  an  in¬ 
imical  tendency  to  the  eonftitution. 
Camille  Jourdan,  a  member  of  the 
council  of  five  hundred,  and  a  man 
of  refolution  and  abilities,  had,  in 
the  month  of  June,  fignalized  him- 
felf  by  a  fpeech,  full  of  boldnefs,  and 
no  lefs  of  found  reafoning,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  an  unreftrained  liberty  of 
conference,  and  a  fuppreflion  of 
all  perfections,  on  account  of  re¬ 
ligious  opinions.  His  fentiments 
and  arguments  had  been  highly  ap¬ 
plauded,  and  the  difeourfe  he  had 
made  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
As  it  contained  a  variety  of  matter 
favourable  to  the  caufe  of  the  non- 
juring  clergy,  and  inculcated  lenity 
to  perfons  of  a  tender  conscience,  he 
could  not  avoid  the  imputation  of 
inclining  to  their  opinions.  His 
conduct,  however,  in  efpoufing  their 
defence  did  not  fubjeef  him  to  cen- 
fure  at  that  time  :  but,  in  thecourfe 
of  the  difcuftlons  on  the  cafe  of 
thofe  ecclefiaftics  that  had  either 
expatriated  themfelves,  or  been  ba¬ 
il  ifhed,  it  evidently  appeared,  that 
a  powerful  party  had  been  formed, 
to  procure  their  recal  from  exile, 
and  to  take  off  the  reftrictions  that 
had  been  laid  upon  them.  This 
alarmed  the  republican  party,  which 
immediately  refolved  to  keep  a  more 
watchful  eye  than  ever  upon  the 
opposition,  as  concealing,  under  the 
pretence  of  moderation,  projects 
inconfiftent  with  the  fecurity  of  the 
commonwealth.  They  were  con¬ 
firmed 
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firmed  in  this  perfuafion,  by  the 
negative  put  on  a  motion,  made  on 
the  fifteenth  of  July,  to  exadt  a  de¬ 
claration  of  fidelity,  to  the  eon- 
ifitution,  from  the  clergy,  as  a  con¬ 
dition  whereon  they  fnould  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  exercife  their  functions. 
The  refutal  to  comply  with  a  re- 
auifition  that  appeared  reafonable^ 
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to  the  moderate  of  both  parties, 
excited  a  violent  dilpute  in  the 
council.  It  was  not  till  the  next 
day,  that  thole  who  fupported  the 
motion  were  able  to  carry  it,  by 
an  immediate  call  of  ail  the  mem¬ 
bers  on  their  fide  that  could  be 
procured. 


CHAP* 
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Political  Parties  in  France.-— Decree  again  ft  Clubs . — . Buonaparte  declares  Ms 
Attachment  and  Reflation  to  abide  by  the  Republican  Parti/. — Addreftes  to 
the  Directory  from  the  Armies . — The  Directory  fplit  into  two  Parties.— 
The  one  violently  Republican ,  the  other  inclined  to  moderate  and  conjiliatory 
Meaf ures. — Feuds  between  the  DireSiory  and  the  Councils. — A  large  Body 
oft  Troops ,  in  Violation  of  the  Confutation,  called  to  Paris. — Remarkable 
Addrefs  to  the  Direttory,  by  the  Army  of  the  Samhre  and  Me  life.—  Effcfi 
pf  this  on  the  Councils. —  Caufcs  affigned,  by  the  Diredhory,  for  Fermenta¬ 
tions  that  had  taken  place  in  the  Army. — Concert  between  the  Directory 
and  the  Army. — The  Councils  alarmed. — Reflations  of  the  Councils  for 
the  Pnrpofe  oj  refraining  within  due  Bounds  the  Authority  of  the  Di¬ 
rectory. 


HpHE  conduct  of  oppofition  be- 
JL  gan  now  to  meet  with  general 
-dilapprobation.  Their  detigns  were 
i  viewed  as  intirely  hoftile  to  the  re¬ 
public  ;  and  the  directory,  which 
i  had  loft  ground  in  the  efteem  and 
!  attachment  of  the  public,  regained 
it  fo  effectually,  that,  notwithftand- 
j  ing  the  boldnefs  and  itrength  of 
{ numbers  they  had  to  encounter, 
they  clearly  perceived,  that  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  people  was  ready  to 
!  befriend  them,  fhould  matters  be 
J  carried  to  extremity, 
j  The  royal  ills  had,  in  the  mean 
time,  indulged  in  the  molt  fanguine 
hope,  that  they  were  on  the  eve  of  a 
counter-revolution.  Relying  upon 
the  protection  of  their  numerous 
partifans,  in  (he  legiflative  body, 
they  affirmed  a  freedom  of  fpeech 
and  behaviour  extremely  offenfive 
to  the  republicans,  whom  they 
fcrupled  not  to  revile  and  abufe  in 
a  very  daring  and  outrageous  man¬ 
ner.  Alarmed  at  this  hidden  au¬ 


dacity,  the  friends  to  the  common¬ 
wealth  judged  it  neceffary  to  unite, 
as  heretofore,  in  clubs  and  affocia- 
tions.  Their  antagoniffs  did  the 
fame,  and  their  mutual  rancour 
broke  out  in  frequent  quarrels. 
But  the  enemies  to  the  oppofition 
fo  powerfully  outnumbered  their 
friends,  that  thefe  found  it  neceffary 
to  have  recourfe  to  a  decree  of  the 
councils,  to  prevent  the  increafe  of 
the  republican  clubs,  by  formally 
prohibiting  all  meetings  for  political 
difeuffions,  under  heavy  penalties. 

The  palling  of  this  decree,  which 
was  effected  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  July,  proved  the  influence  Rill 
retained  by  the  oppofition  ;  but  it 
alio  evinced  and  augmented  their 
unpopularity,  as  it  (hewed  how 
little  difpofed  they  were  to  place 
any  dependence  on  the  people  at 
large :  but  they  had  enemies  ftill 
more  dangerous.  The  military 
were  decidedly  in  the  interell  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  openly  refolved 

fo 
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to  fupport  it.  The  diredtory  were 
deeply  connedted  with  the  general 
officers,  of  whom  they  were  eon- 
ditutionly  inveded  with  the  ap¬ 
pointment.  Through  thefe  it  was 
iecure  of  the  army,  and  felt  no  dif- 
quietude  at  the  attempts  of  the 
oppodtion,  fure  of  cradling  them, 
fhould  it  become  neceflary  to  em¬ 
ploy  force. 

Buonaparte,  the  favourite  of  the 
republican  part  of  the  French  na¬ 
tion,  had  openly  declared  his  deter¬ 
mination  to  abide  by  the  republic. 

1  On  the  fourteenth  of  July,  the  an- 
niverfary  day  of  the  revolution,  he 
thence  took  occadon  to  inform  his 
army,  that  counter-revolutionary 
defigns  were  in  agitation,  and  to 
exhort  them  to  remain  true  to  the 
caufe  for  which  they  had  died  fo 
much  of  their  blood.  His  addrefs 
produced  its  intended  effedt,  by 
preparing  the  officers  and  foldiers, 
under  his  command,  to  fecond  him 
in  ail  the  meafures  he  might  propofe 
for  the  fervice  of  his  party. 

The  fecuring  of  a  man,  who  was 
the  terror  of  his  enemies,  and  the 
admiration  of  all  Europe,  placed  the 
diredtory  at  once  above  all  appre- 
henfions.  They  now  affiumed  a 
firmer  tone,  and  refolved  to  exert 
all  the  powers  they  poiTeffed,  in  de- 
droying,  at  one  droke,  the  hopes 
of  ali  their  enemies.  The  firft 
flep  which  they  took,  on  this  criti¬ 
cal  emergency,  was  to  difmifs  the 
prefent  miniders,  and  appoint  others 
in  their  room,  in  whofe  fidelity  they 
could  better  confide.  This  was  not 
done  without  occafioning  violent 
complaints  from  oppodtion.  The 
right  of  the  diredtory  to  adt  in  this 
manner  could  not  conditutionady  be 
controverted  ;  but  they  were  called 
upon,  by  a  formal  notice,  to  lay  an 


account  of  the  date  of  the  nation 
before  the  two  councils. 

The  condudt  of  the  diredtory  met 
with  the  fulled  approbation  of  all 
the  armies.  The  various  addrefies 
from  each  of  thefe  were  calculated 
to  infpire  government  with  the 
higheft  confidence,  and  oppodtion 
with  the  mod  ferious  apprehendons. 
The  drd  dividons  that  led  the  way 
were  thofe  of  johbert  and  Madena, 
belonging  to  the  army  of  Italy  :  in 
the  addrefs  of  joubert,  fevere  notice 
was  taken  of  the  dridtures,  pafi'ed 
in  the  council  of  dve  hundred,  on 
the  condudt  of  Buonaparte ;  and  the 
priedhood,  to  life  the  words  of  the 
addrefs,  was  accufed  of  heating  the 
heads,  and  lharpening  the  daggers, 
of  the  enemies  to  the  republic. 

The  addrefs  of  Mafiena’s  dividon 
was  penned  with  dill  more  afperity  : 
“  The  conditution  violated,  emi¬ 
grants  returning,  prieds,  rebels  to 
the  laws  protedted,  republicans  mur¬ 
dered.”  Such  was  the  pidture  it 
drew  of  France.  It  threatened  con- 
fpirators  againd  the  republic  with 
extermination,  telling  them,  that, 
the  fwords  which  had  dedroyed  the 
armies  of  kings  were  dill  in  the 
hands  of  their  conquerors,  and  that 
the  road  to  Paris  would  not  prefent 
more  obdacles  than  that  to  Vienna. 

The  dividons,  commanded  by 
generals  Augereau,  Bernardotte, 
and  Vignolle,  forming  alfo  part 
of  the  army  in  Italy,  followed  the 
example  of  the  former;  and  ex- 
prefied  no  Iefs  zeal  for  the  diredtory, 
and  enmity  to  the  royalids. 

In  addition  to  thefe  military  ad- 
dreffies  to  the  diredtory,  the  miniders 
newly  appointed  by  them  were  not 
wanting  in  their  endeavours  to  ferve 
the  republican  caule.  Schrer,  the 
new  minider  of  war,  a  veteran  of- 
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ficer  of  distinguished  merit,  publifh- 
ed  a  declaration  to  the  armies,  in¬ 
viting  every  officer  and  foldier  to 
confide  in  him,  as  their  ancient  com¬ 
panion  in  the  perils  and  hardfliips 
attached  to  their  profefiion,  and  to 
Jay  their  complaints  and  grievances 
before  him  with  candour  and  free¬ 
dom,  promifing,  on  the  part  of  go¬ 
vernment,  a  faithful  and  equitable 
attention  to  all  their  juft  demands ; 
exhorting  them  to  continue  true  to 
the  pretent  conftitution,  and  re¬ 
minding  them  of  the  folemn  oath 
they  had  taken  to  maintain  it. 

The  minifter  of  police,  Lenvir 
Laroche,  iffiued  an  addrefs  to  the 
citizens  of  Paris,  wherein  he  warned 
them  to  beware  of  the  calamities 
that  muft  attend  a  new  revolution, 
and  ftrenuoufly  to  act  in  defence  of 
the  eftablifhed  conftitution.  He 
fpoke  to  people  who  had  deeply 
experienced  the  mileries  that  had 
afflicted  France,  and  that  were  ge¬ 
nerally  well  afte&ed  to  the  repub¬ 
lican  fyftem. 

Such,  however,  was  the  dread 
entertained  by  the  directory,  and 
their  adherents,  of  the  intrigues  and 
refolution  of  the  royalifts,  that,  not- 
withftanding  the  fupport  they  de¬ 
rived  from  their  official  Situations, 
and  the  attachment  of  the  generality 
of  people,  they  came  to  a  determina¬ 
tion  to  call  in  the  farther  affiftance 
*  of  the  military.  This  they  did  with 
the  more  readinefs,  that  unlefs  they 
took  preventive  meafures  they  were 
eonfcious,  that,  the  numbers  of  roy¬ 
alifts,  daily  repairing  to  Paris,  would 
become  lo  considerable,  that,  added 
to  thofe  who  abetted  the  opposition, 
they  would  altogether  form  fo  pow¬ 
erful  a  body,  as  not  to  be  overcome 
without  much  difficulty.  Intend¬ 
ing,  if  it  were  poffibie,  to  avoid 
bloodfhed,  they  were  convinced, 
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that  the  mod  effectual  method  of 
preventing  it,  would  be  to  take 
oppofition  by  furprife,  and,  before 
they  had  made  Sufficient  prepara¬ 
tions,  to  repel  force  with  force  ;  not 
doubting,  that,  by  previously  Striking 
a  fuccefsful  blow,  they  would  com¬ 
pel  opposition  to  Submit,  and,  at 
once,  defeat  all  their  plans. 

In  this  determination,  however, 
only  three  of  the  directory  con¬ 
curred.  Thefe  were,  Barras,  Reu- 
bel,  and  Lareveillere.  They  had 
always  profeued  republican  princi¬ 
ples,  and  had  been  long  confidered 
as  the  heads  of  that  party :  their 
colleagues,  Carnot  and  Barthelemi, 
the  latter  efpecially,  were  reputed 
lefs  firm  in  their  adherence  to  it, 
and  more  inclined  to  conciliation 
with  the  opposition.  What  the 
precife  views  of  this  party  were, 
were  rather  conjedtured  than  afeer- 
tained:  but  the  general  opinion 
was,  that  their  intentions  were  too 
friendly,  to  the  royalifts,  to  permit 
thofe  who  harboured  them  to  enjoy 
any  {bare  of  authority  in  the  re¬ 
public;  and  that  the  (boner  they 
were  expelled  from  their  feats  in 
the  councils,  the  greater  would  be 
the  Security  of  the  commonwealth. 

This  party  was  headed  by  men 
of  tried  abilities,  who  perceiving 
the  neceflity  of  adding  with  deter¬ 
mination  and  promptitude  in  the 
prefent  conjedlure,  refolved  imme¬ 
diately  to  aim  a  blow  at  that  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  directory,  whom  they 
confidered  as  the  moft  dangerous 
of  their  enemies.  Reubel  and  La¬ 
reveillere,  though  relolufe  and  Steady 
republicans,  were  much  lefs  per¬ 
sonally  formidable  than  Barras,  who 
had  been  bred  a  foldier,  and  had 
gone  through  many  of  the  perils 
attending  a  military  life  with  Singu¬ 
lar  fuccefs  and  intrepidity.  To  him, 

in 
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in  a  great  meafure,  was  due  the  national  guard.  This  numerous  bo- 
triumph  of  the  late  convention  over  dy  of  men  had,  by  the  conftitutiony 
thofe  who  oppofed  the  re-ele6tion  been  placed  under  the  immediate 
of  two-thirds  of  that  body,  on  the  management  of  the  directory,  which 
edablilhment  of  the  prelent  con  ft  i-  had  the  appointment  of  all  the  odd 
lution.  To  oult  a  man  of  this  cha-  cers.  The  alteration  pfopofed  by 
rafter,  from  the  directory,  would  Pichegru  and  Willot  Was,  that  in 
certainly  have  proved  a  leading  ft cp  each  department  a  feleft  number  of 
to  the  execution  of  the  clefigns  en-  reputable  perfons,  elected  for  that 
tertained  by  the  oppolition  t  but  the  purpofe,  fliould  make  out  a  lift,  to 
only  method,  whereby  to  effect  fuch  which  the  nomination  of  officers,  by 
an  attempt,  was  to  prove  him  of  the  directory,  fhould  be  confined, 
years  infufficient  for  fo  high  a  pro-  This  fcherne  was  much  applauded, 
motion.  Every  kind  of  exertion  as  neither  depriving  that  body  of 
was  employed  for  the  purpofe  of  the  elective  privilege,  veftecl  in  ity 
afcertaining  the  reality  of  this  dif-  nor  giving  them  too  much  power  in 
qualification :  but  they  all  failed,  its  exercife.  The  propofal,  there- 
and  he  remained  in  the  poffeffion  of  fore.  Was  readily  accepted,  and  paff- 
his  feat.  ed,  on  a  motion,  in  the  affirmative. 

Thefe  feuds,  between  the  coun-  The  directory,  on  the  other  hand, 
f  cils  and  the  directory,  were  viewed  acting  with  the  expedition  of  men 
with  much  clil’approbation  by  the  confcious  of  being  beforehand  with 
moderate  part  of  both.  That  of  the  their  adverfaries,  purfued,  with 
ancients,  which  had,  lince  its  infti-  equal  fecrecv  and  vigour,  the  meaj 
tution,  been  remarkable  for  inter-  fares 'it  had  adopted  againft  the  op- 
pofing  its  weight,  either  in  obvia-  pofition.  The  arrival  of  a  body  of 
ting  or  fuppreffing  differences,  acted,  troops,  within  feven  leagues  of  Fa- 
on  this  occafion,  with*  its  ulual  im-  ris,  was  announced  in  that  city,  on 
partiality  and  clifcretiom  It  nega-  the  twentieth  of  July,  to  the  great 
lived  the  motions  that  had  been  lurprize  and  anxiety  of  the  council 
carried,  for  abolilhing  fevcral  of  the  of  five  hundred,  who  could  not 
powers  hitherto  exerci. fed  by  the  'mil take  the  caufe  of  their  approach 
directory,  and  (jifpended  its  affent  to  the  capital  fo  much  nearer  than 
to  fome  decrees  that  appeared  too  the  laws  permitted.  Ten  years  im- 
favourable  to  the  conjuring  clergy,  prifonment  was  the  fentence  incur- 
But  the  die  was  can,  and  all  endea-  red  by  the  directory,  for  bringing  a 
vonrs  at  reconciliation  were  loft  in  military  force  within  fuch  a  di fiance 
the  inveteracy  now  daily  encreafing  of  any  place  where  the  legillative 
between  the  contending;  parties.  held  its  meetings.  Convinced  that 

There  were  in  the  oppeffition  fe-  fuch  an  infraction  of  the  conftitu- 
veral  individuals  of  noted  courage,  tion  could  not  have  taken  place 
The  mod  confpicuous  of  thefe  were  without  the  orders,  either  politive 
Pichegru  and  Willot,  who,  being  or  implied,  of  the  directory,  the 
both  military  men,  were,  conforma-  .council  inflantly  laid  a  formal  com- 
blyto  the  fpirit  of'  tlieir  profelhon,  plaint  of  it  before  that  body.  But 
earned:  in  promoting  active  mea-  the  anfwcr  was,  that  the  moment 
fines.  To  thefe  two  were  entruded  the  directors  were  apprifed  of  it, 
the  charge  of  new-modelling  the  they  ordered  the  troops  to  remove 

to 
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to  a  legal  diftance,  attributing  their 
approach  to  the  inadvertence  of  the 
commifliary  at  war,  or  fome  other 
miflake. 

This  anfwer  did  not  remove  the 
fufpicions  or  fears  of  the  council. 
It  appointed  a  committee  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  metfage  of  the  directory. 
This  committee  reported,  that  no 
anfwer  had  been  given  to  the  prin¬ 
cipal  part  of  the  counciPs  metfage, 
demanding  who  had  given  orders 
for  the  marching  of  thofe  troops. 
On  this  report,  another  metfage  was 
voted  to  the  directory,  requiring  an 
explicit  anfwer. 

To  this  requifltion,  the  diredory 
replied  by  acknowledging,  that  they 
had  given  the  order  to  march,  but 
not  the  line  of  marching.  It  hated 
the  diftance  from  Paris,  to  the  place 
where  the  troops  had  arrived,  to  be 
thirteen  leagues,  inftead  of  feven,  as 
at  firft  afferted. 

This  reply  did  not  appear  fatis- 
fadory.  Pichegru  reprefented  it  as 
evafive.  Plad  the  defti nation  of 
the  troops  been  for  Breft,  as  pre¬ 
tended,  their  line  of  march  fhould 
have  been  to  the  north,  and  not  to 
the  foutb,  of  Paris.  The  fpeech  of 
Willot,  on  this  fubjed,  unfolded  a 
variety  of  alarming  particulars.  The 
troops  themfelves  did  not  fcruple, 
he  laid,  to  avow  againff  whom  they 
were  marching.  It  was,  by  their 
own  confeflion,  againff  the  councils, 
whom  they  had  been  taught  to  look 
upon  as  the  enemies  of  their  country, 
and  Arrving  to  diffolve  its  prefent 
government.  Delahaie,  another 
member  of  the  oppofition,  fpoke  no 
lefs  explicitly,  oil  this  occafion. 
He  reprefented  the  march  of  the 
troops,  as  the  efledt  of  a  confpiracy 
againff  the  iegifiature,  of  "which  the 
certainty  could  not  be  doubted. 
Troops,  be  faid,  were  within  a  daxs 
Vol,  XXXIX. 


march  of  Paris,  and,  as  it  had  been 
furmifed,  by  one  in  power,  a  thoufand 
men  were  to  attack  the  council  of 
five  hundred,  as  many  more  that  of 
the  ancients,  and  the  patriots  would 
perform  the  red. 

Thefe  tran factions  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  twentieth  and  the  lafl  of 
July.  On  the  fourth  of  A u guff, 
information  was  brought  to  the 
councils,  of  the  various  circum- 
flances  attending  the  movements  of 
the  troops  deflined  for  Paris.  They 
confided  of  about  twenty-feven 
thoufand  men,  drawn  from  the  army 
of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe,  inflead 
of  nine  thoufand,  as  had  been  re¬ 
ported.  They  were  to  encamp  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital,. 
Every  effort  was  ufed  to  feduce  the 
officers  and  foldiers,  and  to  inflame 
them  againff  the  legiflative  body* 
Numbers  of  them  had  reforted  clan- 
deflinely  to  Paris,  and  fome  hun¬ 
dreds  or  diforderly  people  had  been 
provided  with  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion,  to  join  them.  The  armies,  in 
violation  of  all  difeipline  and  fubor- 
dination  to  the  laws,  deliberated 
and  correfponded  with  each  other. 
They  made  decrees,  and  iflued  pro¬ 
clamations,  without  any  attempt  to 
reftrain  them  by  the  conftituted 
authorities. 

On  receiving  this  intelligence^ 
the  council  refolved  to  demand  of 
the  diredory  the  documents  it  had 
promifed,  relating  to  the  march  of 
the  troops,  requiring  an  anfwer  in 
three  days,  and  infilling,  at  the  fame 
time,  on  knowing  what  meafures 
had  been  taken  to  put  a  flop  to  the 
violation  of  that  article  of  the  con- 
Aitution,  which  prohibited  the  ar¬ 
mies  from  entering  into  delibera¬ 
tions. 

During  thefe  critical  agitations, 
the  heads  of  the  military  had  either 
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affirmed,  or  been  inverted  with,  ex¬ 
traordinary  powers.  General  Hoc  he, 
commander-in-chief  of  the  army  of 
the  Sambre  and  Me  life,  had  irtued 
orders  and  precepts  to  the  commif- 
fi oners,  appointed  to  receive  the 
public  levies  of  money  in  thofe 
diftriCls,  that,  fiiewed  the  high  au¬ 
thority  by  which  he  acted.  The 
pay-rnarter  of  the  army  had  called 
upon  them  for  the  remittance  of  the 
turns  accruing  from  taxes:  but  the 
general  ftriCtly  forbad  them  to  obey 
his  requifition;  that  money  being 
neceflary  to  defray  the  charges  of  a 
numerous  body  of  troops,  to  be  de¬ 
tached  from  his  army  on  a  particu¬ 
lar  Service.  This  officer,  who  was 
a  rigid  republican,  had,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  contert  between 
the  councils  and  the  directory,  been 
conrtdered  by  thete  as  a  man  pecu¬ 
liarly  deferring  of  their  confidence 
in  a  bufinefs,  wherein  the  fafety  of 
the  prefent  government  required 
the  moll  fpiriled  exertions.  He 
had,  in  conlequence,  like  the  feveral 
officers  in  wdiom  the  circumrtances 
©f  the  times  had  compelled  the  di¬ 
rectory  to  place  high  trurts,  acted 
with  great  latitude  of  authority  in 
the  ports  which  lie  occupied,  though, 
to  his  honour,  it  was  fully  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  he  behaved  with  the 
ftriCteft  fidelity  to  his  principles  and 
employers. 

He  had  transfufed  thofe  principles 
fo  effectually  into  the  officers  and 
foldiers  under  his  command,  that 
they  feCtned  actuated  entirely  by  his 
own  mind.  They  prefented  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  directory,  which,  for 
matter  and  manner,  was  held  the 
completed:  that  had  been  framed  by 
any  divifion  of  the  army. 

In  imitation,  they  faid,  of  the 
precedents  fet  before  them,  by  the 


other  divifions  of  the  army,  they 
deemed  themfelves  bound,  as  fel¬ 
low-citizens  and  foldiers,  to  unite 
their  complaints  with  thofe  of  every 
Frenchman  that  valued  the  liberty 
of  his  country,  and  revered  the  con- 
rtitution  that  protected  it.  Deeply 
intererted  in  its  prefervation,  againfi 
the  infiduous  meafures  of  its  pre¬ 
tended  friends,  they  had  come  to 
a  determination  to  exprefs  their 
readinefs  to  march  into  the  heart  of 
the  republic,  if  fummoned;  by  its 
real  friends,  to  their  affirtance. 

They  had  patiently  endured,  they 
faid,  a  variety  of  fufferings  in  the 
fervice  of  their  country,  in  hope  of 
rendering  it,  by  their  labours  and 
courage,  victorious  and  triumphant 
over  all  its  enemies,  and  of  laying 
a  juft  foundation  for  a  claim  to  thofe 
rewards  that  had  been  held  out  to 
them.  Relying,  therefore,  on  the 
equity  of  the  patriotic  members  of 
both  councils,  they  fupplieated  them 
to  take  their  demands  into  conftder- 
ation,  and  requefted  the  directors^ 
as  the  firft  magiftrates  of  the  repub¬ 
lic,  to  urge  the  propriety,  and  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  doing  juftice  to  its  faithful 
defenders. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  was  with  the 
deepeft  grief,  they  beheld  the  ma¬ 
chinations  carried  on  in  the  bofom 
of  the  republic,  by  men  who,  though 
well  known  to  be  its  enemies,  were 
tamely  fullered  to  airtime  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  its  friends;  and,  under  that 
perfidious  mafk,  to  labour  fecretly 
for  its  deftruCtion.  But  did  they 
imagine,  that  thofe  brave  French¬ 
men  who  had  taken  up  arms,  in 
the  defence  of  their  liberty,  and 
had,  in  that  noble  caufe,  overcome, 
in  the  field,  the  veteran  troops  of 
the  molt  powerful  defpots,  and  van- 
quilhed  two-thirds  of  the  military  of 
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Europe,  would  permit  them  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  their  treafonable  proceed¬ 
ings. 

They  had,  indeed,  advanced  a 
considerable  way  in  the  accomplith- 
ment  of  their  defigns.-  They  were 
on  the  point  of  fubverting  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  and  re-eftablifliing  mo¬ 
narchy.  To  this  intent,  the  confti- 
tution  was  reviled,  and  its  aflerters 
vilified  throughout  the  interior,  by 
thole  fwarms  of  traitors,  wrhofe  un¬ 
lawful  return  to  their  country  was 
bafely  and  perfidioufly  connived  at, 
under  the  pretence  of  lenity,  by 
thofe  falfe  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  who  had,  through  fraudulent 
practices,  obtained  feats  in  the  le- 
gifiature,  in  order  the  more  fee  ure Iy 
to  betray  their  confhituents. 

While  peaceable  citizens,  at  home, 
were  thus  infulted  and  terrified, 
the  armies  abroad  were  configned 
to  negledt  and  the  want  of  all  ne- 
eeffaries:  it  being  a  part  of  the  fyf- 
tem  purfued,  by  thofe  treacherous 
legiflators,  to  let  them  imperceptibly 
moulder  away.  Their  pay  was 
withheld,  they  were  denied  clothing, 
and  they  were  compelled,  by  hun¬ 
ger,  to  extort  the  means  ofexi hence 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun¬ 
tries  where  they  were  quartered  ; 
however  disgraceful  this  might  be 
to  their  character,  as  it  was  certainly 
highly  repugnant  to  their  feelings. 
Nor  were  the  hofpitals  attended  to. 
Their  tick  and  wounded  brethern 
were  buffered  to  die  for  want  of  due 
care.  Was  this  the  remuneration 
for  their  toils  and  hardfliips  ?  Could 
they  place  any  dependence,  after 
fu.cn  treatment,  on  the  magnificent 
promifes  rna.de  to  the  armies, 
when  the  period  of  their  labours 
ibouid  arrive?  Would  the  thoufand 
millions,  to  be  fet  apart  for  the  de¬ 
fenders  of  the  republic,  be  forth- 
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coming  at  the  reftoration  of  peace, 
as  the  legiflature  had  folemnly 
pledged  itfelf  they  fhould,  previoufly 
to  all  other  confiderations  ?  But 
what  inducement  had  they  to  expefh 
any  fuch  recompenfe  from  men  who 
hated  the  republic,  and  employed 
all  their  thoughts  in  devifing  the 
means  to  deflroy  it?  Objects,  far 
different  from  the  fecurity  of  free¬ 
dom,  took  up  the  attention  of  the 
councils.  That  love  of  liberty,  which 
characterized  the  former  affem- 
blies  of  the  republic,  was  totally 
extinguifhed.  The  conftitution  and 
the  rights  of  the  people  had  loft 
their  importance,  and  were  now  fuc- 
ceeded  by  difeuffions  unworthy  the 
notice  of  men,  whole  time  ought  to 
be  dedicated  to  fubjedts  of  public 
utility.  Inftead  of  attending  to  the 
exigencies  and  preffures  of  the  hate, 
to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the 
finances,  to  the  iiifurredtions  fuc- 
ceifively  breaking  out,  to  the  ma¬ 
chinations  of  foreign  agents,  endea- 
vouring  every  where  to  mifiead  the 
public  mind,  they  were  bufied  in 
matters  of  fuperftition.  More  than 
twenty  fittings  of  the  council  of  five 
hundreds  had  been  devoted  to  the 
hearing  of  reports  on  emigrants, 
on  pr lefts,  and  on  bells.  Was  fuch 
bigotry  to  be  endured  ?  Was  it  in 
contemplation  to  re-eliablifii  the 
mafs,  and  other  religious  abfurdities, 
and  to  impofe  anew  upon  ignorance 
and  credulity?  Thofe  who  incul¬ 
cated  a  reverence  for  fuch  things 
were  known,  at  the  fame,  to  be 
the  moil  irreconciieabie  enemies 
to  civil  freedom ;  yet  they  had 
been. recalled,  by  an  exprefs  decree, 
and  permitted  to  preach  their  per¬ 
nicious  doctrines. 

They  bitterly  complained  of  the 
difrefpect  with  which  they  had  been 
occasionally  treated,  and  of  the  al> 
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horrence  in  which  they  aborted  that 
they  were  held  by  the  legiflative 
body,  as  fufficiently  appeared  by 
the  wrath  and  violence  with  which 
they  reprobated  the  approach  of  a 
body  of  troops  near  Paris,  as  if  they 
had  been  enemies.  But  they 
would  prove  themfelves  the  friends 
of  their  country.  They  had  been 
the  founders  and  protectors  of  its 
liberty,  and  would  maintain  it  a- 
gaiilft  its  open  or  concealed,  foreign 
or  domeftic,  foes.  It  was  not  fur- 
prifing,  therefore,  that  the  partizans 
of  the  former  defpotifm,  that  had 
crept  into  the  councils,  thou  Id  be¬ 
tray  fo  much  enmity  to  the  republi¬ 
can  military. 

Royal  terror,  they  faid,  was  now 
fubftituted  to  that  cruel  terrorifm 
which  lately  opprefied  the  republic. 
The  tribunals  had  acquitted  afiaffins 
and  cofifpirators,  and  condemned, 
without  mercy,  individuals  of  known 
patriotifrn.  Brottier,  Dunan,  Le- 
villeharnois,  notoriouily  the  agents 
of  Lewis,  were  inftances  of  the  re¬ 
turning  influence  of  rOyaliftn.  Judge¬ 
ment  had  been  pronounced  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  thefe  men,  notwithftanding 
their  manifcfi  guilt.  Even  the  pried, 
Poule,  who  had  attempted  to  mur¬ 
der  Syeyes,  had  met  with  an  ac¬ 
quittal.  The  purchafers  of  national 
eftates  were  plundered,  apd  ex¬ 
cluded  from  official  preferments, 
while  recalled  emigrants  were  pro¬ 
moted  to  functions  of  truft.  So  ef¬ 
fectual  and  powerful  was  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  royal  party,  that  when 
the  law,  for  fuppreffing  political 
meetings,  was  propofcd  in  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  five  hundred,  only  one  mem¬ 
ber  attempted  to  oppofe  that  evi¬ 
dent  violation  of  public  liberty, 
but  he  could  not  even  obtain  a 
hearing. 

While  royalifm  was  making  this 


alarming  progrefs  at  home,  efforts 
were  aifo  ufed  to  introduce  it  into 
the  armies.  Men,  unknown  to 
them,  had  replaced  republican  of¬ 
ficers,  and  this  plan  was  gaining 
ground.  In  the  council  of  five 
hundred,  feveral  members  explicitly 
declared,  in  the  debate  on  the  Gen- 
dermerie,  that  it  was  necelfary  to 
place,  at  the  head  of  that  numerous 
body  of  men,  all  the  officers  that 
had  ferved  in  it  before  the  revolu¬ 
tion,  whatever  might  be  their  opb 
nions.  What  was  this  but  reftor- 
ing  the  ariftocrais,  and  tkc  roya lifts, 
to  their  commands,  and  thus  deli¬ 
vering  the  republic  into  the  hands 
of  its  worft  enemies  ?  Men  who 
had  been  fighting  again  ft  their 
country,  and  had  incited  all  Europe 
to  confederate  for  the  deft ruCtion 
of  its  liberty,  and  the  re-eftablilh- 
ment  of  kings  and  nobles.  Could 
the  members  of  the  legiflature, 
while  betraying  their  truft  in  fo 
glaring  and  fcandalous  a  manner, 
imagine  that  their  proteftations  of 
attachment  to  the  interefts  of  the 
republic  would  meet  with  any  be¬ 
lief?  iThe  armies  were  too  well 
perfiiaded  of  their  perfidious  de¬ 
signs,  to  endure,  any  longer,  the 
continuance  of  fo  much  treachery 
and  deception; 

Such  was  the  general  purport 
and  fubftance  of  this  celebrated  ad- 
drefs.  It  made  a  profound  impref- 
fion  upon  the  councils.  They  now 
had  a  clear  conception  of  the  pe¬ 
rilous  fttuation  wherein  their  con¬ 
duct  had  placed  them,  and  of  the 
light  in  which  it  was  viewed  by 
the  mo  ft  formidable  of  its  oppofers, 
whom  they  had  either  neglected, 
or  found  it  impracticable  to  win 
over  to  their  projects. 

The  fufpicion  of  royalifm,  under 
which  they  lay,  procured  credit  to 

all 
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all  the  affertions  contained  in  this 
addrefs,  It  was  received  by  their 
enemies  with  applaufe,  as  expref- 
ling  bold  truths,  which  no  other 
defeription  of  men  would  have 
dared  to  mention.  Though  im¬ 
plicit  belief  might  not  be  paid  to 
the  whole  of  its  contents,  by  that 
part  of  the  public  which  did  not 
hafrily  give  countenance  to  re¬ 
ports  of  the  day,  yet  the  multitude 
was  lo  prepoilelfed  in  favour  of 
the  addrefiers,  that  their  affevera- 
tions,  and  opinions,  quickly  ob¬ 
tained  a  decided  popularity. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  directory 
feeling  itfelf  Superior  to  all  appre¬ 
hensions,  refolved  to  make  the  oppo¬ 
sition  fenfible  how  little  govern¬ 
ment  was  intimidated  by  the  ob¬ 
stacles  thrown  in  its  way,  and 
determined  to  profecute  its  own 
meafures  in  defi  ance  of  the  dis¬ 
approbation,  and  implied  menaces, 
of  the  council  of  five  hundred. 
With  this  view  they  began  by  an- 
fwering  that  meffage  of  the  coun- 
pil,  which  had  peremptorily  required 
an  explanation,  reflecting  the  march 
of  thole  troops  that  had  arrived  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  capital.  In  this 
anfwer  a  circumstantial  detail  was 
given  of  the  whole  transaction,  by 
which  it  appeared  that  the  com¬ 
manding  officer,  who  had  traced 
the  line  of  march,  to  be  observed 
by  thole  troops,  had  declared  him- 
ieil  totally  ignorant  of  the  law  that 
prohibited  any  armed  force  coming 
within  twelve  leagues  of  Paris. 
This  anlwer  alfo  denied  the  truth 
of  the  information  received  by  the 
council,  that  arms  had  been  put 
into  the  hands  of  five  hundred  ruf¬ 
fians,  at  Chartres,  for  the  purpofe 
of  committing  violence  upon  the 
two  council  of  the  legislature.  In 
iSL$iwer  to  the  complaint  of  the 
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council,  that  She  military  had  en¬ 
tered  into  deliberations,  which  they 
were  exprelily  forbidden  to  do  by 
the  constitution,  the  directory  in¬ 
sinuated,  that  the  fenfe  and  meaning 
of  the  exprdffion  to  deliberate,  had 
not  been  lo  accurately  defined,  as 
to  be  clearly  applicable  to  the  ad- 
dreifes  prefented  to  the  executive 
government  by  the  armies.  In  thefe 
add  relies,  as  well  as  in  thofe  to 
their  brethern  in  arms,  they  had 
done  no  more  than  exprefs  the  wishes 
they  had  formed,  and  the  fentirnents 

j 

that  animated  them. 

After  premising  thefe  particulars, 
the  diredory  informed  the  council, 
that  they  thought  it  a  duty  to  go 
back  to  the  caufcs  that  had  pro¬ 
duced  thofe  addreffes,  and  to  point 
them  out  to  the  council  for  their 
ferious  consideration.  The  caufes 
from  which  they  proceeded  were 
the  general  alarm  hnd  inquietude 
that  had  for  feme  months  pad  taken 
poffeffion  of  the  public,  and  baniffi- 
ed  that  tranquillity  and  confidence 
which  had  before  So  diffufively  pre¬ 
vailed.  They  were  caufed  by  the 
defalcation  in  the  revenue,  through 
which  all  parts  of  the  admin  iff  ration 
Suffered  fo  deplorably,  and  the  ar¬ 
mies  were  deprived  of  their  pay 
and  iubfifter.ee.  They  were  caufed 
by  the  perfecution  and  afiaffinatioii 
of  the  purchafers  of  national  pro¬ 
perty,  of  the  public  functionaries, 
of  the  defenders  of  the  country,  of 
ail  who  dared  to  fhevv  them  (elves 
the  friends  of  the  republic.  They 
were  caufed  by  the  want  of  firm- 
nefs  and  vigour  in  the  punishment 
of  criminals,  and  the  partiality  of 
the  public  tribunals.  They  were 
caufed  by  the  infolence  of  the  emi¬ 
grants  and  the  refractory  priefts, 
who,  recalled  and  openly  favoured, 
appeared  boldly  every  where,  kept 
[  F  3  ]  '  alive 
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alive  the  flame  of  difcord,  and  in¬ 
flated  a  hatred  to  the  republican 
constitution.  They  were  canted 
by  the  multitude  of  journals  inun¬ 
dating  the  nation,  and  full  of 
menaces  to  the  fupporters  of  li¬ 
berty.  Thefe  journals  vilified  all 
the  republican  inftitutions,  and  ex¬ 
plicitly  argued  for  the  reparation  of 
royalty,  and  of  thofe  oppreffive 
laws  and  privileged  orders  that  had 
proved  fo  vexatious  and  intolerable 
to  the  merchant,  the  induftrious 
citizen,  the  artifi,  and  the  labori¬ 
ous  of  all  profeflions,  and  fo  humi¬ 
liating  to  reputable  people  that 
wanted  birth  or  titles.  The  addreffes 
were  caufed  by  the  fatisfaction  and 
intereft  always  ill  diffembled,  but 
often  openly  manifefied,  which  the 
enemies  of  their  country  took  in 
the  profperity  of  England  and 
Auftria,  and  by  their  conftant  en¬ 
deavours  to  depreciate  the  merit  of 
the  republican  officers  and  foldiers, 
and  to  lower  the  glory  and  import¬ 
ance  to  which  France  had  attained, 
and  particularly  to  throw  contempt 
and  derifion  upon  the  high  deftiny 
held  out  to  the  nation,  under  a 
commonwealth.  They  were  caufed 
by  the  cenfures  caft  upon  the  moil 
honourable  and  advantageous  con¬ 
fluences  relulting  from  the  victo¬ 
ries  of  the  republican  armies,  and 
by  the  undeniable  determination  of 
their  domeftic  foes  to  calumniate 
and  ruin  the  reputation  of  the  re¬ 
publican  generals,  efpecially  thofe 
who  had,  to  the  triumphs  obtained 
through  their  prowefs  and  fkill, 
added  the  condudt  of  found  politi¬ 
cians,  and  derived  no  le(s  honour 
from  their  philolophy  and  humanity, 
than  from  their  military  atchieve- 
ments.  Finally,  they  were  caufed. 
by  the  indignation  feit  by  all  true 
citizens,  peculiarly  by  thofe  brave 


men  who  had  fired  theirblood  for  the 
common  caufe,  when  they  faw,  that 
after  fo  many  toils  and  fufierings, 
the  peace  they  had  fo  glorioufiy 
fought  to  obtain,  and  which  the 
chiefs  of  the  vanquifhed  coalition 
had  been  reduced  fo  eariyeftly  to 
folieit,  was  placed  atadiftance  from 
the  hopes  they  had  conceived  of  its 
fpeedy  conclution.  The  coelefced 
powers,  prefuming  on  the  diffiolu- 
tion  of  the  republican  government, 
in  confequence  of  the  exhaufied 
Rate  of  its  finances,  the  death  or 
removal  of  its  beft  commanders, 
and  the  difperfion  of  its  armies, 
had  recovered  from  their  coiriidera- 
tion,  and  were  now  as  tardy  in 
negociating,  as  they  had  been  ar¬ 
dent  at  firft. 

Such  were  the  caufes  affigned,  by 
the  directory,  for  the  fermentation 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  armies, 
and  which  had  induced  them  to 
exprefs  their  fears  and  their  resolu¬ 
tions,  The  diredtors  concluded  by 
intimating  to  the  council,  that  they 
were  confident  of  being  able  to 
preferve  France  from  the  ruin  that 
menaced  it,  and  to  prevent  the 
miferies  of  a  new  revolution.  They 
would  continue  to  adt  in  the  man¬ 
ner  they  had  done,  with  perfeye- 
rance  and  courage,  and  were  not 
fo  be  deterred  through  fear,  or  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  through  influence,  to 
fwerve  from  the  fidelity  they  owed 
to  the  republic.  They  would  not, 
therefore,  by  confenting,  infpire 
a  falfe  fecurity,  either  in  their  fel¬ 
low  citizens  of  the  interior,  or  in 
the  armies.  They  fhould  confider 
themfelves  guilty  of  treafon,  were 
they  to  conceal  from  either  the  at¬ 
tempts  that  were  carried  on  to  ef¬ 
fect  a  counter  revolution,  by  over 
throwing  the  prefent  government 
through  treafon  or  by  force.  The 

mefiage. 
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mefiage,  containing  thefe  refolute  prevailed,”  what  evil  genius,  he 
feiitiments,  was  delivered  to  the  faid,  has  re-animated  our  paffions, 
council  of  five  hundred  on  the  ninth  rekindled  our  animofities,  created 
©f  Augufi.  divifions  between  the  different 

This  anfwer  of  the  directory  branches  of  government,  and  plant- 
evidently  contained  matter  fuf-  ed  terror  in  the  breafts  of  all  good 
ficient  to  alarm  the  councils.  It  citizens  ?”  An  unexpended  change 
was,  in  fa£t,  a  denunciation  of  de-  in  the  miniffry,  and  the  march  of 
fiance  to  the  oppofition,  and  all  its  the  troops,  had,  he  obferved,  fixed  the 
.adherents,  and  plainly  Ihewed  thal  attention  of  the  legiflative  body, 
the  directory  and  the  armies  acted  and  well  merited  its  folicitude:  in 
in  concert,  and  that  thefe  were  de-  expreffing  its  regret  for  the  difiniffal 
termined  to  be  govered  by  the  exe-  of  miniffry,  and  its  alarms,  at  the 
cutive  power,  the  /principles  of  march  of  the  troops,  it  did  not 
which,  were  in  unifon  with  their  conteff  the  right  of  the  directory 
own.  Unintimidated,  however,  by  to  change  its  minifters,  nor  to  dif- 
this  formidable  union,  the  council,  pole  of  the  armed  force  ;  but  the 
after  examination  of  the  directorial  legiflative  body  had  certainly  the 
mefiage,  ordered  it  to  be  printed,  and  right  of  demanding  information  re¬ 
lent  to  the  council  of  ancients,  and  fpefiting  the  violation  of  the  confii- 
referred  it,  at  the  fame  time,  to  the  tutional  limits.  On  the  directory’s 
infpedtion  of  a  committee  of  their  replying,  that  it  was  to  be  attributed 
own  members.  to  an  error  in  the  marching  orders, 

Thofe  that  were  appointed  to  the  committee,  to  which  this  reply 
this  talk,  were  the  men  of  the  was  referred,  did  not  endeavour  to 
g reate ff  abilities  in  the  oppofition.  prove  the  tranfgreffion,  fo  much  as 
Thibaudeau,  the  principal  of  them,  to  prevent  its  repetition, 
was  a  man  of  equal  capacity  and  A  more  important  objedt  he  faid, 
fpirit,  both  winch  he  had  already  was  the  addrefies  from  the  army  of 
difplayed  on  fome  very  critical  occa-  Italy.  What  would  become  of  the 
fions.  As  tfie  report  they  were  to  republic,  he  obferved,  were  thofe 
make  to  the  council  would  ne-  who  had  received  arms  only  for  its 
ceffarily  be  of  a  very  decifive  na~  defence,  to  interfere  in  civil  dif- 
ture,  and  bring  matters  to  a  very,  cuffions,  Thofe  addrefies  were 
ferious  lffue,  between  the  legifla-  marked  by  an  ardent  zeal  for  li- 
tive  and  executive  powers,  they  berty;  but  they  a Ifo  held  forth  un¬ 
employed  the  interval  between  the  furd  claims,  extravagant  opinions, 
ninth  and  twenty-firft  of  Augufi,  to  and  criminal  projects,  fuggefted  by 
confider  of  a  proper  reply  to  the  factious  men,  who  had  conceived 
various  allegations  urged  with  fo  the  defign  of  delivering,  to  the  ene- 
much  pofitivenefs,  in  the  mefiage  my,  the  conquefis  acquired  by  the 
from  the  directory.  valour  of  the  republican  troops. 

On  this  day,  a  formal  report  and  of  leading  thefe  back  to  their 
was  made  to  the  council,  in  the  country,  under  the  ftandard  of  re¬ 
name  of  the  committee,  by  Thi-  bellion.  One  of  thefe  -addrefies 
baudeaii.  After  adverting  to  the  had  the  audacity  to  after t,  that  the 
fiiuation  of  tranquillity  and  confi-  fyftem  of  royalifm  had  been  adopted 
dence  that  had  of  late  fo  generally  by  the  legifiature.  How  came  it 

[  F  4  ]  that 
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that  fo  falfe  and  infamous  an  afler- 
tion  had  not  been  duly  noticed,  and 
the  author  brought  to  condign  pu- 
nifbment  ? 

Thofe  addreffes,  he  faid,  were 
at  prefent  directed  again  ft  the  le¬ 
giflative  body :  but  others  would 
foon  be  levelled  at  the  directory  it¬ 
felf.  “  Wretched,  he  exclaimed, 
was  that  authority,  which  required 
the  fupport  of  bayonets.  Military 
violence  always  concluded  by  an¬ 
nihilating  the  power  it  had  eftabliffi- 
ed.”  Thefe  addreffes,  he  noticed, 
had  been  formally  authenticated, 
and  officially  tranlmitted  to  feveral 
adminiftrations,  and  divifions  ot  the 
army,  and  yet  this,  it  had  been  fur- 
mifed,  was  not  a  deliberation. 

The  confutation,  he  obferved, 
had  Hr  icily  prohibited  addreffes  in 
the  collective  name  of  an  armed 
body.  The  more  fervices  generals 
andYoldiers  rendered  to  their  coun¬ 
try,  the  more  vigilance  ought  to  be 
exerted  in  guarding  again  ft  their 
attempts  upon  the  conftitution.  In  a 
riling  republic  efpecially,  troops 
flioilld  not  be  permitted  to  act  as  if 
they  had  conquered  for  them  (elves 
only.  Were  this  to  be  differed, 
foldiers  would  foon  obey  their  ge¬ 
nerals  alone,  and  never  their  country. 

It  had  been  attempted,  he  faid, 
to  perfuade  the  conquerors  of  Italy, 
that  a  fyftem  of  pfofcription  had  been 
adopted  again#  them.  But  who 
could  believe  that  fuch  an  abfurdity 
was  either  practicable  or  deferable  ? 
Was  there  a  Frenchman  who  did 
not  exult  in  the  heroic  actions  of 
men  who  fo  defervedly  commanded 
the  gratitude  of  their  country,  and 
had  covered,  with  a  veil  of  glory, 
the  dreadf  ul  events  that  had  iarnifh- 
ed  the  revolution  ? 

The  fpirit  of  fadtion,  he  affierted, 
had,  in  confe'quence  of  ihefe  ad- 


dreffies,  introduced  the  language  of 
anarchy  into  the  camps.  It  had  in- 
linuated  itfelf  into  the  retreats  pro¬ 
vided  for  di fabled  warriors.  The 
minds  of  men  were  heated,  and 
diffiolution  and  deftruction  were  the 
difcourfe  of  the  day:  and  yet  the 
government  remained  paftive.  “  A- 
waken,  therefore,  he  exclaimed, 
ye  legiflators,  watch  for  yourffilves 
and  the  public.  Directors,  gene- 
nerals,  and  foldiers,  bow  yourfelves 
before  the  will  of  the  people.  The 
legiflative  body  will  never  balance 
with  its  duty.  It  is  inacceftible 
to  fear,  and  will  never  fubmit  to 
menace  A 

Addreffing  bimfelf  to  the  coun¬ 
cil,  f<r  Your  committee  will  not,  he 
faid,  humble  itfelf  in  replying  to 
the  calumnies  propagated  by  your 
enemies.  A  legiflative  body,  that 
is  not  accufable,  ought  not  to  juftify 
itfelf.  It  mu  ft  be  judged  by  its 
acts.  We  fnall  fpeak  the  truth  to 
the  directory,  and  we  fhall  fpeak  it 
to  the  people.” 

Complaints  were  made,  he  next 
obferved,  of  the  infolence  of 
priefts  and  of  emigrants :  to  this  he 
would  an fwer,  that 'liberty  of  con¬ 
ference  and  of  worth  ip,  while  fub- 
miffion  was  paid  to  the  laws,  was  a 
principle  maintained  by  all  phi- 
lofophers,  knd  particularly  confe- 
crated  by  the  conftitution  of  the 
French  republic,  inoppofition  to  tire 
claims  of  a  religion,  that  pretended 
to  an  excluftve  elftibh  foment,  and  to 
extinguifh  the  rights  of  all  others. 
As  to  the  emigrants,  did  not  the 
laws  re fpe citing  them  continue  ? 
Did  not  thofe  laws  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  directory,  the  mold 
a&ive,  the  moft  powerful,  the  moft 
arbitrary,  means  of  keeping  them  in 
due  fubje&ion?  It  had  alfo  been 
complained,  he  faid,  that  noted 

emigrants 
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«mfig‘r&h£s  he'd  been  differed  to  re¬ 
turn.  The  places  of  their  meeting 
were  even  pointed  out.  But  why 
did  not  the  police  do  its  duty  :  why 
were  thofe  connivances  and  parti¬ 
alities  to  fome  individuals  tolerated, 
the  traffic  in  which  was  publicly  re¬ 
ported  ?  It  belonged  to  the  council 
to  require  from  the  directory  an  ac¬ 
count  of  thofe  abufes. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  afiaffi- 
nations  and  partial  judgements  of  the 
tribunals,  complained  of  by  the  di¬ 
rectory.  True  it  was,  he  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  blood  had  flowed  in  fe¬ 
deral  departments.  But  there  were 
laws  againft  afiaffination,  and  it  was 
the  bufinefs  of  the  directory  to  en¬ 
force  them.  If  partiality  had  been 
exereifed  in  the  tribunals,  the  laws 
were  alfo  competent  to  its  punifh- 
ment,  and  the  directory  ought  to 
denounce  the  guilty.  Complaints, 
therefore,  were  nugatory,  as  it  was 
in  the  power  of  the  government  to 
remove  them.  Nor  was  the  pro¬ 
tection  claimed,  for  the  purchafers  of 
national  property,  lets  fecured  to 
them,  by  the  confutation,  than  to  all 
other  proprietors:  and  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  executive,  to  watch 
over  the  fafety  of  every  part  of  the 
community. 

The  council,  he  faid,  had  been 
Informed  of  journals  breathing  mur¬ 
der,  and  the  return  of  royalty.  He 
would  not  deny  that  numbers  of 
them  were  full  of  faction  and  fe- 
dition.  But  the  legiflature  was  evi¬ 
dently  felicitous  for  the  fuppreffion 
of  thofe  licentious  proceedings,  and 
a  law  was  in  preparation  for  that 
purpofe. 

Nor  would  he  deny  the  defici¬ 
encies  in  the  public,  revenue,  and 
that  want  of  order  and  economy 
bad  thrown  the  finances  into  d if- 
order,  But  had  the  armies  any  re  a- 


fon  to  reproach  the  legifiative  body  ? 
Had  not  their  payment  and  fup- 
port  been  attended  to,  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  every  other  ex  pence? 
Had  then,  he  faid,  the  forced  loans, 
the  affignats  and  mandats,  the  na¬ 
tional  eftafes  at  home,  the  contribu¬ 
tions  abroad,  been  found  infufficient? 
Rather  let  it  be  acknowledged, 
were  his  words,  f<r  that  the  public  re- 
fources  have  been  exhaufted,  by  be¬ 
ing  diftributed  through  too  many 
hands,  and  imprudently  confided 
to  unfkilful  or  ftifpicious  manage¬ 
ment.'” 

Peace  alone,  he  afferted,  could 
extricate  France  from  its  embarrai- 
ments.  How  criminal,  therefore, 
moil  thofe  be,  who  ftrove  to  place 
it  at  a  diftance.  But  the  Iegitla- 
ture  had  evinced  every  dilpofition  to 
accelerate  it.  Future  hifiorlans 
would  examine  whether  trans¬ 
actions  in  Italy  had  not  contributed 
to  retard  it.  But  could  France,  in 
juftice,  blame  its  generals,  forgiving 
liberty  to  millions  of  men  ?  and 
when  thefe  had  been  put  in  pof 
fefiion  of  their  liberty,  ought  France 
to  refufe  them  its  friendthip  and  al¬ 
liance  ? 

Still,  however,  he  contended, 
the  legiflature  ffioukl  not  be  filent 
upon  thefe  tranfactions.  The  di¬ 
rectory  hacl  certainly  exceeded  its 
coaftitutional  powers.  If  war  was 
to  be  waged  againft  the  Italian 
ftates,  who,  without  the  aflent  of 
the  legifiative  power,  had  the  right 
of  declaring  it  ?  Who,  without  its 
approbation,  could  frame  treaties  of 
commerce,  of  fubfidies,  or  of  alli¬ 
ance  with  thofe  ftates  ?  The  govern¬ 
ments,  eftabliflied  in  Italy,  muft  re¬ 
main  unftable,  and  the  liberty  of  the 
people  would  have  no  fixed  1  up- 
port,  without  the  formal  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  legiflature. 


It 
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It  had  been  furmifed,  he  obfer- 
-ved,  that  the  directory  would  be  ac- 
cufed,  and  the  Iegifiative  body  at¬ 
tacked.  When  juft  reafons  exifted 
for  accufations,  that  body  had  a 
right  to  prefer  them,  and  would  do 
it  without  hesitation  or  fear.  But 
who  would  dare  to  make  an  attack 
on  the  Iegiflative  body?  the  recol¬ 
lection  of  what  had  befallen  thofe 
who  had  ventured  to  do  it  was  a 
lufficient  warning  to  others. 

He  then  exhorted  all  perfons  in 
place  and  authority,  cordially  to 
unite  for  the  preservation  of  the 
irate.  He  admonifhed  the  direCt- 
ors  and  the  members  of  the  legifla- 
ture,  to  be  upon  their  guard  againft 
the  exaggerations  of  a  party  that 
fought  to  heighten  their  animofities, 
and  to  involve  them  in  feuds  that 
would  inevitably  burry  them  to  a 
common  deftrudiion. 

Thibaudeau  finally  obferved,  that 
the  committee  appointed  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  directorial  metfage  had 
purpofely  avoided  to  infill  on  the 
bitternefs  of  its  ftyle,  and  its  ex¬ 
aggerated  reprefentations  of  faCts  as 
legifiators  ought  not  to  be  guided 
by  refen tment  and  paftion.  He  con¬ 
cluded,  by  expreffmg  his  hope,  that 
the  common  enemies  of  the  repub¬ 
lic  would  not  be  able  to  difunite  its 
friends,  and  would  in  vain  meditate 
its  ruin.  It  was,  he  laid,  deeply 
rooted :  it  had  ripened  in  the  midft 
of  ftorms,  and  would  laft  to  future 
generations.  The  new  dangers 
that  threatened  it,  would  lerve  once 
more  to  difplay  its  ftrength,  and  the 
indifioluble  texture  of  its  conftitu- 
tion. 

He  clofed  this  elaborate  report, 
by  prefenting  the  plan  of  two  refolu- 
tions :  the  firft  declared  that  all  con- 
fpiracies  or  crimes,  againft  the  con- 
ftitution,  the  Iegiflative  body,  and 


the  directory,  came  under  the  jurift 
diction  of  the  criminal  tribunal  of 
the  place  where -the  legiflature  fat : 
that  all  perfons  accufed,  fhould  be 
denounced  at  the  office  of  the  public 
accufer  :  but  that  they  fliould  have 
the  power  of  appealing  from  that 
tribunal,  and,  in  this  cafe,  they 
fhould  be  carried  before  a  court* 
pointed  out  by  the  tribunal  of  cafta- 
tion.  The  fecond  refolution  de¬ 
clared  every  affembly  of  foldiers,  for 
the  purpofe  of  deliberating,  in  other 
circumftances  than  thofe  determined 
by  the  law,  a  crime.  That  any 
communication,  under  the  title  of 
add  refs,  from  one  armed  body  to 
another,  or  to  the  civil  authorities, 
fhould  be  punifhed  as  a  feditious 
act. 

By  the  firft  of  thefe  refolutions, 
the  councils  intended  to  guard  a- 
gainft  any  undue  afllimption  of  au¬ 
thority  in  the  directory.  The  plan 
propofed,  by  Thibaudeau,  appeared 
fo  fair  and  impartial,  by  placing  all 
parties  on  the  fame  level,  that  thofe 
with  whom  he  acted  made  no  doubt 
but  the  public  would  give  them 
credit  for  its  equitablenefs,  and 
prove  the  more  inclined,  on  that 
account,  to  countenance  and  fupporfc 
them,  in  cafe  of  need.  They  juftly 
fufpeCted  inimical  defigns  on  the 
part  of  the  directory,  and  thought, 
it,  therefore,  advifable  to  fee ure  the 
favourable  opinion  and  good-will  of 
the  people  at  large. 

But  the  fecond  of  thofe  refolu- 
tions,  however  it  might  be  proper 
in  itfelf  was  judged,  by  many  of 
their  well-wifhers,  unfeafonable  in 
the  prefent  conjuncture.  It  tended 
evidently  to  difpleafe  th'e  military, 
alreadily  fufficiently  indifpofed.  In 
this  refpeCt,  the  policy  of  the  di¬ 
rectors  was  better  calculated  to  in- 
fure  the  attachment  of  the  army, 

which. 
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which,  in  the  prcfent  conteft,  would 
certainly  prove  the  moft  powerful 
of  all  adherents,  and  in  lift  finally 
decide  the  difpute  in  favour  of  thole 
whom  it  befriended. 

Nor  was  it  the  military  alone  to 
whom  the  diredtory  looked  for  aid. 
Thofe  formidable  bodies  of  men* 
that  had  a  died  fo  effectual  and  deci- 
iive  a  part  throughout  the  various 
fcenes  of  the  revolution,  ftill  fub- 
ftfted,  and  retained  all  thofe  princi¬ 
ples  that  had  been  fo  induftrioutly 
inftilled  into  them,  by  the  agents  of 
the  republican  party,  of  which  they 
ftill  continued  to  form  the  principal 
jtrengih  in  the  metropolis.  Thefe 
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were  the  inhabitants  of  the  fuburbs 
of  Paris,  con  ft  fling  chiefly  of  the  la¬ 
borious  tradefpeople,  and  hard¬ 
working  claffes  of  all  denominations. 
As  they  were  determined  foes  to 
monarchy,  it  was  with  indignation 
they  heard  that  the  legiflative  body 
was  fufpected  of  inclining  to  its  re~ 
eftablifliment;  and  they  refolved  to 
oppofe  it  with  all  their  might. 
They  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the 
directory,  alluring  them,  that  they 
were  ready  to  Hand  by  the  friends 
of  the  republic,  as  they  had  always 
done,,  whenever  it  appeared  in  dan¬ 
ger. 


CHAP, 


76]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  nw, 

.  ,  '  I  ■  , 


C  H  A  F.  VI. 


Ar reflation  of  national  Reprefentatmes . — -MeJJage  from  the  Directory  to  the, 
two  Councils,  on  this  Subject.— And  Addrefs  on  the  fame,  to  the  People  of 
France. — Forty  Reflations ,  adapted  to  the  prefect  Junflure,  propofed  by  a 
Committee  of  public  Safety. — Adopted,  by  the  Council ,  and  puffed  into  Laws . 

• — Tranfa&ions  of  the  primary  Communes  and  electoral A femblies,  in  fifty 
Departments ,  declared,  illegal. — Upwards  offixty  Perfons,  Members  of  the 
Direfftory  and  Councils, -and  others,  fentenced  to  Tranfportation . — Addrefs 
from  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  to  the  Departments  and  the  Armies. — 
Imputing  the  mofi  inequitous  and  atrocious  Defigns  to  the  Royalifs. — Pro¬ 
clamation  by  the  French  Government ,  annoucing  a  fecond  Expedition  agmvfi 
Ireland.-— Singular  Expedition  of  a  Body  of  French  Troops  into  W ales. — * 
Thefe  fur  rendered 'them  [elves,  with  out  Ref  fiance,  Prif oners  of  If  fir  to  a 
Force,  raffed  and  headed,  on  the  Emergency ,  by  Lord  Cawdor . — The  Spanijk 
Jfiand  of  Trinidad  t alien  by  the  Englijh, 


FROM  the  day  whereon  Thi- 
baudeau  made  his  report  to  the 
councils,  it  was  obvious  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  that  ftrong  meafures  were  in 
agitation  on  both  tides.  The  legis¬ 
lature  was  convinced,  that  the  di¬ 
rectory  and  its  adherents  intended 
Some  deeds  of  violence.  Buona¬ 
parte,  whofe  decifive  character  was 
well  known,  and  who  was  clofely 
connected  with  the  directory,  had 
provided  them  with  a  man  to  exe¬ 
cute  their  defigns,  in  whom  both 
he  and  they  could  place  confidence, 
on  account  of  his  principles  and 
abilities  This  was  general  Auge- 
reau,  whom  he  difpatched  to  Paris, 
on  plaufible  pretexts,  but  to  the  real 
intent  of  his  being  at  hand  for  their 
p.urpofes. 

Relying  on  the  force  they  had 
taken  previous  care  to  hold  in  readi- 
nefsy  and  on  the  popularity  which 
Augereau  was  known  to  pellets 


among  the  Soldiery,  as  well  as  the 
people  of  Paris,  dreading,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  be  anticipated  by  the 
oppofition,  the  directors  came  to  a 
determination  td  execute,  without 
delay,  the  plan  they  had  adopted* 
On  the  eighteenth  of  Frudtidor, 
September  the  fourth,  at  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  an  order 
was  Signed  by  Barras,  Reubel,  and 
Lareveillere,  empowering  general 
Augereau  to  arreft  a  Specified  num¬ 
ber  of  the  national  representatives. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  alarm  bells 
were  rung  in  the  different  Sections, 
the  citizens  informed,  that  a  conspi¬ 
racy  was  on  the  point  of  breaking 
out,  and  called  upon  to  Stand  by  the 
government,  which  was  in  immedi¬ 
ate  danger  from  the  royal  ids.  Ain 
gereau  made  ufe  of  the  fame  lan¬ 
guage  in  addreffing  himfelf  to  the 
military  guard  of  the  councils,  and 
they  immediately  placed  themfelves 
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under  bis  command,  ift  fpite  of  the 
remonftrances  of  Ramel,  their  prin¬ 
cipal  officer,  whom  they  ignomi- 
noufly  degraded.  This  proved  a 
decifive  blow,  as  the  councils  had 
not  entertained  any  fufpicion  they 
would  have  been  thus  deferted. 
Augereau  found  no  difficulty  in  ex¬ 
ecuting  the  refidue  of  his  commif- 
iion.  He  entered  the  affiembly,  at 
the  head  of  his  men,  and  arrefted 
general  Pichegru  and  Willot,  with 
lixty  other  members,  as  guilty  of 
treafon.  They  were  imprifoned  in 
the  Temple,  the  doors  of  the  hall 
1  were  tlmt,  and  the  two  councils  di¬ 
rected  to  meet  in  other  feparate 
places.  Carnot  and  Barthele'mi 
i  had  received  timely  notice  of  what 
'  was  patting :  the  former  had  the 
;  good  fortune  to  make  his  efcape; 
i  but  the  latter,  whatever  his  motive 
i  Was,  remained,  and  fhared  the  fame 
!  treatment  as  the  reft  of  his  party. 

Having  fo  far  lucceeded  in  their 
j  plan,  the  directory  immediately  dif- 
!  patched  a  meftage  to  the  two  coun- 
!  oils,  informing  them,  that  they  had 
been  con  ft  rained  to  ad  in  the  man- 
|  ner  they  had  done,  in  order  to  fave 
1  the  country,  and  maintain  the  con- 
ftitution.  It  tranfmitted  to  them, 
at  the  fame  time,  all  the  documents 
\  relating  to  the  prefen t  tranfadion  : 

1  affuring  them,  that  had  they  delayed 
|  it  one  day  longer,  the  republic  muft 
»  have  been  overthrown.  The  halls, 

!  wherein  the  councils  met,  were, 

I  they  aflerted,  the  points  of  re-union 
I  for  the  confpirators.  It  was  from 
!  thence,  that  thefe  had,  on  the  pre- 
j  ceeding  day,  iffiied  cards  and  certi- 
;  ficates,  for  the  delivery  of  arms  to 
|  their  partifans,  and  had,  in  the 
*  courfe  of  the  night,  carried  on  a 
correspondence  with  their  accom¬ 
plices:  and  it  was  in  the  neighbour- 
j  hood  of  thefe,  that  their  adherents 


were  endeavouring  c.landeftinely  to 
affemble.  The  condud  of  the  di¬ 
rectory,  it  was  aflerted,  had  been 
dictated  by  the  fhftant  neceffity  of 
being  beforehand  with  the  confpi¬ 
rators.  In  affairs  of  ftate,  extreme 
meafures  could  only  be  eftimgted 
by  circumftances,  and  the  councils 
would,  from  thofe  that  were  laid 
before  them,  form  a  proper  judge¬ 
ment  of  the  motives  that  had  de¬ 
termined  the  directory  to  adopt  fuch 
meafures,  The  eighteenth  Frtidi- 
dor,  they  faid>  would  be  a  celebra¬ 
ted  day  in  the  annals  of  France.  It 
would  enable  the  faithful  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  nation  to  fix,  for  ever, 
the  deftinics  of  the  republic.  After 
warmly  exhorting  the  councils  to 
improve  the  prefent  occafion,  by 
re-animatingthe  fpirit  of  patriotifm, 
they  concluded  by  informing  them, 
that  Imbert  Colomes,  one  of  the 
new  third  of  the  council  of  five  hun¬ 
dred,  was,  by  authentic  documents, 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  them,  the  prin¬ 
ciple  agent  of  Lewis,  fly  ling  himfelf 
the  XVIII. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  proclamation 
had  been  iffiied  by  the  directory,  by 
which,  whoever  ffiould  propofe  the 
reftoration  of  royalty,  the  re-efta- 
blifhment  of  the  conftitution  of 
1793,  or  to  place  any  of  the  family 
of  Orleans  upon  the  throne,  was  in- 
ftantly  to  be  fhot.  Apprehenfive 
alfo  that  the  partifans  of  the  oppo- 
fttion,  who  were  numerous  in  the 
capital,  might  attempt  to  affemble  in 
force,  they  provifionally  fu fpended 
from  their  functions  the  adminiftra- 
tions  of  the  department  of  the  Seine, 
and  of  the  twelve  circles  into  which 
Paris  had  been  divided,  fufpcding 
many  of  them  to  be  conneded  with 
the  opposition.  They  ordered,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  editors  and  prin¬ 
ters  of  thirty-two  journals,  the  titles 
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of  which  were  fpecified,  to  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  prifon,  as  accufed  of  being 
accomplices  in  a  confpiraey  againft 
the  republic,  in  favour  of  royalty  ; 
and  they  carefully  tranfmitted  their 
thanks  to  the  guards  of  the  two 
councils,  for  the  fidelity  they  had 
difplayed  to  the  interefls  of  the  re¬ 
public,  in  preference  to  all  others. 

But  the  mealure  which  princi¬ 
pally  occupied  their  attention,  was 
to  convince  the  citizens  of  Paris, 
and  the  people  of  France,  that  go¬ 
vernment  had  been  compelled,  by 
unavoidable  neceflity,  to  ule  fevere 
means,  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
commonwealth,  againft  the  machina¬ 
tion  of  its  enemies.  In  their  addrefs 
to  the  citizens  of  Paris,  the  directory 
explicitly  alferted,  that  the  royaliits 
had,  during  the  whole  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  been  labouring  to  over¬ 
turn  the  republic.  When  they 
thought  themfelves  fufficiently  able 
to  accomplifh  its  final  deftrudion, 
their  firft  attacks  were  intended 
againft  the  fupreme  depofitories  of 
the  executive  power.  Arms  had 
been  diftributed  to  the  confpirators, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  bonds  feized, 
from  which  the  delivery  of  a  great 
number  of  firelocks  was  proved. 
Cards,  ftamped  with  the  words,  Le- 
gifiative  Body,  and  marked  with  an 
ft,  were  circulated,  in  order  to  ferve 
as  reciprocal  tokens  to  the  con¬ 
fpirators.  Thofe  members  of  the 
directory  and  of  the  legflature,  who 
adhered  to  the  republic,  were  to 
have  been  m adhered.  Numerous 
bodies  of  emigrants,  and  of  infur- 
gents  from  la  Vendee,  had  repaired 
to  Paris,  attraded  by  the  counte¬ 
nance  publicly  Ihewn  to  them,  and 
were  preparing  to  attack  the  di¬ 
redory.  But  its  vigilance,  and  that 
of  the  armed  force  furrounding 
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them,  had  fruftrated  the  defigns  of 
their  enemies. 

The  citizens  of  Paris,  the  diredo- 
ry  faid,  would  thudder  with  horror, 
when  apprifed,  by  the  authentic 
proofs  that  would  be  laid  before 
them,  of  the  plots  enterred  into 
againft  the  their  perfons,  and  their 
deareft  rights  and  pofteftions.  When 
France,  crowned  with  vidory,  and 
furrounded  with  immortal  glory, 
was  beginning  to  reap  the  fruits  of 
the  fucceffes  obtained  by  its  invin¬ 
cible  defenders;  when  agriculture, 
commerce,  public  credit,  confidence 
and  fecurity,  began  to  revive,  that 
was  the  moment  pitched  upon  to 
rekindle  domeftic  animofities,  to  re- 
eftablifh  fuperftition,  and  reorganize 
the  power  of  fanatifm,  to  open  ave¬ 
nues  for  the  return  of  emigrants,  to 
give  the  fignal  of  civil  war,  and,  by 
thus  infilling  frelh  hopes  into  the 
foreign  enemies  of  the  common¬ 
wealth,  to  retard  that  peace,  which 
it  was  on  the  point  of  fecuring. 
Such  was  the  defeription  given  by 
the  diredory,  of  the  defigns  in  agi¬ 
tation  againft  the  ftate.  They  call¬ 
ed,  in  confequence,  upon  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  metropolis,  to  exert 
themfelves  manfully  in  the  defence 
of  thofe  liberties  and  valuable  ob- 
jeds,  for  which  they  had  been  fo 
long  contending.  They  admonifhed 
them  particularly  to  beware  of  be¬ 
ing  hurried,  by  the  fury  of  refen  t- 
ment,  into  unjuft ifiable  excelfes,  and 
to  confine  their  obedience  to  the 
chiefs  avowedly  appointed  over 
them  by  government. 

In  the  general  addrefs,  ifiiied  to 
the  people  of  France,  the  diredory 
entered  more  at  large  into  circum- 
ftances  and  details,  for  the  verifica¬ 
tion  of  the  confpiraey.  The  docu¬ 
ments  which  they  fubmitted  to  the 
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infpe&ion  of  the  public,  and  which 
they  afferted  to  be  of  inconteftible 
authenticity,  would  unfold,  they 
faid,  the  whole  procefs  of  the  trea- 
fons  in  queftion.  After  reverting 
to  the  events  of  Vendemiaire,  Oc¬ 


tober,  1795,  which  they  rep  rent¬ 
ed  as  connedted  with,  and  origina¬ 
ting  from,  royalifm,  they  formally 
charged  general  Pichegru*  with  be¬ 
traying,  at  that  very  time,  the  re¬ 
public,  by  acceding  to  the  propo- 


*  Of  the  intention  of  general  Pichegru,  to  reftore  the  royal  fami’y  of  France,  there  is  not 
now  any  doubt.  It  has  been  clearly  avowed,  indeed,  by  fubfequent  occurrences.  As  wo 
have  had  occafion  to  take  notice  in  our  volume  for  1794,  he  was  never  at  great  pains  to  dif- 
guife  his  fentiments,  wifhes,  and  defigns,  in  favour  of  royalty.  He  pofTeffed  a  fine  under¬ 
standing,  as  well  as  great  knowledge  and  fkill  in  military  airairs  :  but  the  moll  prominent 
feature  in  his  character,  was  a  manly  boidnefs,  fimplicity,  and  ftrength  of  mind,  which, 
fcorning  defiles,  advanced,  as  diredlly  as  poffible,  to  its  objedh  the  following  remarks 
on  the  tadlics,  manners,  and  perfon  of  general  Pichegru,  are  extradfed  and  tranflated  from 
a  work,  entitled,  Hiftoire  Chronologique  des  operations  de  l’Armee  du  Nord,  et  de  cede 
de  Sambre  et  Meufe,  par  le  citoyen  David,  Temoin,  du  plupart  de  leurs  Exploits.  The 
tadtics  of  general  Pichegru  are  of  a  nature  altogether  new  and  original^  His  fyftem 
con  lifts  wholly  in  purfuing  the  enemy  without  intermilnon  5  in  courting  opportunities 
of  engagements ,  in  keeping  his  whole  force  together,  without  dividing  it  foi  the  pm- 
pofe  of  carrying  on  fieges;  to  reduce  only  luch  as  are  ncceffary,  in  order  to  fecu-te 
proper  pofitions,  without  teeming  to  be  at  all  concerned  about  tiie  reduction  or  Hu.ii 

ftrong  places  as  he  had  left  behind  him.  s 

This  fyftem  of  military  tadtics  was  the  only  one  that  was  fuitable  to  our  fit  u  at  ion ;; 
and  farther,  it  was  the  only  fyftem  that  fuited  the  charadter  oi  the  French.  It  is  not  to 
be  doubted,  that  our  troops  were  full  ot  courage  and  bravery;  out  the  greater  part  of 
them  was  newly  levied,  and  not  fufficiently  trained  in  lieges,  for  the  purpofe  of  under¬ 
taking  a  liege  of  any  difficulty.  Farther  ftill,  the  French  ioldier  is.  too  ardent  and  im¬ 
patient  to  go  through  with  a  chain  of  operations  that  require  peneverance.  In  the 
field,  he  darts  forth  as  an  eagle,  and  fights  like  a  lion.  But  a  long  and  arduous  fiege 
repels,  and,  ofttirfies,  even  difcourages  him.  In  order  to  have  a  military  body  of  men 
perfedt  and  invincible,  it  would  be  neceftary  to  carry  on  fieges  with  Swifs  troops,  anii 
to  have  French. armies  of  obfervation.  But  while  a  general  has  only  Frenchmen  under 
his  command,  he  ought  not  to  let  them  grow  reftive,  by  remaining  long  in  one  place  ; 
but  to  keep  them  always  in  breath,  and  always  within  view  or  the  enemy. 

If  Pichegru  had  obeyed  the  orders  of  the  committee  of  public  fafety  ;  if  he  had  not 
known  the  character  of  the  French,  and  adopted  an  unufual  fyftem  ot  tadtics,  he  would 
have  facrificed  fifty  thoufand  men,  at  leaft,  before  our  towns  ot  Hainan  It.  Perhaps  he 
might  have  been  beaten.  And  eve-11,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs  and  vidtory,  he  moft  affuredly  would 
not  have  been  able  to  puffi  in s  conquefts  even  to  the  northern  fea,  and  the  confines  Oi  Weft: 
phalia.  The  king  of  Pruffia  was  the  only  fovereign?  among  the  coalefced  powers,  who 
.  fet  the  plans  of  Pichegru  at  defiance,  and  the  only  one  that  did  him  juftice.  About  the 
beginning  of -the  campaign,  that  monarch  wrote  a  letter  (pubiifhed  in  a  Eelgic  newf- 
paper),  to  the  following  efficf  :  “  It  is  impoffible  to  fave  your  territories  from  invafion. 
The  French  have  armies  .always  tpringing  up,  one  after  another.  Be  not  deceived: 
their  generals  pwffue  a  wile  fyftem  ol  tadtics,  which  difconcerts  ours,  and  gets  the  btvitr 

of  them.”  _  #  .  c  .  '  . 

Pichegru,  formerly  profeffor  of  mathematics,  at  Brienne,  is  live  feet  nve  inc.ies  m 
height;  of  a  large  fize,  without  being  corpulent;  and,  in  a  word,  formed  in  the  very 
mould  of  a  warrior.  His  appearance  is,  at  firft  fight,  fevere  and  forbidding;  but^it 
foftens  in  converfation,  and  infpires  the  greateft  degree  of  truft  and  confidence.  H*$ 
poiitenefs  has  no  fort  of  refemblance  to  what  is  called  etiquette,  which  is  commonly  no¬ 
thing  elfe  than  duplicity  and  roguery.  His  poiitenefs  is  without  affectation,  ana  pelted!!/ 
fin  cere.  You  may  fee,  at  once,  that  he  is  obliging,  -from  a  franknefs  of  difpofition,  and 
naturally  good.  But  he  has  nothing  about  him  of  what  was,  heretofore,  confidered  as 
effimiai  to  a.  courtier. 
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jfals  made  to  him  by  the  prince  of 
CondC,  and  engaging  !o  fupport 
the  royal  caufe.  It  the  plans  he 
offered  to  undertake  were  not  at¬ 
tempted,  it  was  merely  becaufe 
Condd  refufed  to  join  in  their  exe¬ 
cution.  But  thefe  plans,  the  di¬ 
rectory  added,  would  never  have 
facceeded.  Pichegru’s  army,  like 
that  of  Dumourier’s,  would  have 
refufed  to  obey  the  orders  of  a 
traitor.  In  the  mean  while,  conti¬ 
nued  the  directory,  Pichegru  be¬ 
came  the  favourite  of  the  royal 
party.  On  the  late  election,  of  a 
new  third,  he  was  chofen  a  mem¬ 
ber,  and  was  the  hr  ft  who  had  the 
honour  of  being  prefident  of  the 
council  of  five  hundred,  on  the 
opening  of  its  feffions.  Royaiihn 
had  already  been  making  a  blent 
progrefs  in  the  councils,  when, 
through  the  indifcreet  warmth  of 
one  of  its  adherents,  it  was  detected. 
Tin's  happened  in  the  month  of 
FruCtidor,  of  the  fourth  year  (Sep¬ 
tember  1796).  Lemerer,  a  noted 
orator,  of  that  party,  pointed  out 
the  overthrow  of  the  confutation  of 
1791,  as  an  objeCt  of  deferred  re¬ 
gret,  and  the  tenth  of  Aug  lift,  1792, 
as  a  day  to  be  lamented.  This  man 
had  iince  been  discovered  to  be  an 
agent  of  the  royal  faCtion.  Thefe 
man  deflations  of  the  deiignS  of  his 
party  opened  immediately  the  eyes 
of  the  faithful  republicans,  and  they 
refolutely  dppofed  it,  until  the  firfl 
of  lafl  Prairial  (twentieth  of  May, 
1797),  when  the  adjournment  of 
the  legiflative  body  took  place,  on 
account  of  the  election  of  a  new 
third.  Then  it  was  that  royalifm 
exerted  all  its  powers.  It  eftabl idl¬ 
ed  agents  and  emifiaries  every¬ 
where.  It  organized  their  con¬ 
nections,  their  fubordination,  and 
their  correfpondence.  It  laboured 
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to  introduce  a  counter-revolution¬ 
ary  fpirit,  in  every  department, 
thereby  to  influence  the  elections 
in  favour  of  its  adherents,  and  to 
prepare  a  ftrength  for  their  fupport. 
Such  was  the  confidence  of  the 
royalifts,  Iince  laid  Pluvoife  (Janua¬ 
ry,  1797),  that  on  the  difcovery  of 
the  confpiracy  of  Du  nan,  Villehar- 
nois,  and  Brother,  its  audacity  had 
encreafed,  in  proportion  as  their  de- 
figns  became  more  man; fed.  Nevet 
did  any  confpirators,  fo  fully  con-e¬ 
victed  by  their  own  waitings  and 
confeffions,  find  more  apologilts, 
fupporters,  and  protectors,  who  did 
not  hefitate  to  evince  the  lively  in- 
tereft  which  they  took  in  their 
caufe.  By  the  numbers,  that  con- 
flitnted  the  oppofition  in  the  coun¬ 
cils,  it  was  clear,  that  in  the  plurality 
of  the  departments,  the  elections  for 
the  new  third  were  the  work  of  this 
party.  The  fentiments  and  con¬ 
duct  of  thefe  new  deputies,  fully 
fliewed  it;  and  the  declarations  of 
Dunan  confirmed  all  that  had  been 
faid  of  the  intrigues  and  machi- 
nations  of  the  royalifts,  throughout 
every  part  of  the  republic.  The 
directory  next,  enumerated  the  vari¬ 
ous  complaints,  that  had  filled  the  - 
addrefles  to  them  from  the  armies, 
and  their  own  meffagesto  the  coun¬ 
cils.  They  concluded  by  exhorting 
the  nation  to  confide  in  its  rulers, 
and  rely  upon  their  patriotifm  and 
their  abilities,  for  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  tliofe  objeCls  for  which  it 
had  toiled  fo  long,  and  made  fo 
many  facrifices. 

Such  were  nearly  the  expreflions, 
as  well  as  the  fubflance  of  the  di¬ 
rectorial  addrefles  to  the  metropolis 
and  the  departments.  As  the  ma¬ 
jority  was  decidedly  favourable  to 
the  republican  party,  the  conduCt 
of  the  directory  met  with  general 

applaufe. 
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applaufe.  The  fad  was,  that  the 
depreftion  of  the  royalifts  always 
excited  unfeigned  fatisfadfion  in  the 
vaft  multitudes,  who,  having  expe¬ 
rienced  that  contemptuous  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  inferior  clafies,  which 
had  charaderifed  the  monarchical 
government,  were  willing  to  prefer 
to  il  any  other  that  did  not  take 
away  from  them  thofe  ideas  of 
equality  which,  to  fome  men,  are  of 
fo  eftential  an  importance. 

The  tranfadions  of  the  fourth 
of  September  were,  however,  but 
the  prelude  to  thofe  that  followed 
this  memorable  day.  The  directory 
had  only  begun  the  great  work 
which  they  had  undertaken  in  full 
confidence  that,  with  the  advantages 
this  beginning  had  put  into  their 
hands,  they  fiiould  be  able  thorough¬ 
ly  to  complete  their  defigns.  Their 
principal  opponents  in  the  council 
of  five  hundred,  the  mofi  formidable 
body  that  thwarted  them,  were 
now  in  their  power  :  but  a  large 
number  of  their  fiaune  he  ft  and  mold 
refolute  adherents  fill  remained, 
and  it  would  require  no  final  1  de¬ 
gree  of  courage  and  exertion  to 
deprive  them  of  their  teats  in  the 
legiflature.  This  neverthelefs  was 
the  only  method  by  which  to  corn- 
pats  their  views,  which  were  to 
put  an  end  to  the  opposition  that 
had  fo  much  fettered  all  their 
meafures,  and  to  execute  their 
many  plans  without  future  con- 
troul  ;  firmly  convinced,  that  they 
were  calculated  for  the  prevention 
of  the  return  of  monarchy,  which 
they  eonfidered  as  the  greateft  of 
all  political  evils;  and,  probably,  for, 
what  they  had  at  leaf  as  much  at 
heart,  that  of  their  own  power; 
and,  actuated  by  thefe  principles, 
the  three  remaining  directors,  cer¬ 
tain  of  the  reliance  they  could  place 
Vol.  XXXIX. 


on  each  others  fidelity,  refolved, 
that  previoufiy  to  the  appointment  of 
luccefiors  to  their  late  colleagues, 
they  would  put  the  fini thing  hand 
to  the  bufinefs  they  had  fo  profper- 
oufly  commenced.  To  this  end, 
they  framed  a  monitory  mefiage  to 
the  council  of  five  hundred,  which, 
as  mofi  contaminated  by  anti- 
revolutionary  maxims  and  members, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  public,  re¬ 
quired  a  fpeedy  and  immediate  re¬ 
form. 

In  this  mefiage,  the  directors  no¬ 
tified  to  them,  that  the  eighteenth 
ot  Fructidor  was  defined  to  be  a 
day  of  falvation  to  the  republic  and 
to  themfelves.  Such  was  the  ex¬ 
pectation  of  the  public,  of  which 
the  tranquillity,  during  the  events 
ot  the  preceding  day,  and  the  fatis- 
fadion  with  which  it  had  beheld 
them,  was  undeniable.  The  eyes 
ot  the  nation  were  now  fixed  upon 
its  reprefentatives,  and  it  was  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  them  to  complete 
the  falutary  meafures  fo  autpicioufly 
entered  upon.  But  no  time  fiiould 
be  loft,  the  moment  was  decifive, 
the  contpirators  were  on  the  watch, 
the  filence  of  the  council  had  given 
them  courage  and  audacity :  they 
were  fill  intriguing  and  thriving  to 
mifiead  the  public  mind  :  they* 
boafted  that  their  plot,  extended  to 
the  legiflative  body  itfelf :  they  al¬ 
ready  fpoke  of  puniftiing  the  repub¬ 
licans  for  their  imaginary  triumph  : 
was;  this,  therefore,  a  reafon  to  he- 
fitate  about  the  propriety  of  de¬ 
livering  the  country  from  its  be¬ 
trayers,  however  highly  ftationed  ? 
Principles,  faid  the  diredors,  will 
be  pleaded,  forms  retorted  to,excufes 
for  delay  invented.  Thus  time  will 
be  gained  for  them,  and  the  confti- 
tution  aflaffinated,  under  pretext  of 
keeping  within  its  limits.  But  ought 
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the  council  to  balance  one  in  Han  t 
between  the  fate  of  the  republic, 
arid  that  of  filch  men  ?  the  directors 
having  pointed  out,  the  means  of 
faving  it,  expected,  they  faid,  that 
the  council  would  do  its  duty.  It 
ought  to  consider  itfelf  as  placed  in 
an  unpreccdent  predicament,  and 
that  ordinary  rules  fhould  not  be 
applied  to  extraordinary  cafes  ;  un- 
lefs,  therefore,  it  intended  to  fur- 
render  to  the  enemy,  it  fhould  no 
longer  procraftinate,  but  embrace 
the  opportunity  of  the.  remaining 
moments  to  deliver  France  from  the 
dangers  impending  over  it,  and 
which,  if  not  inftantly  removed, 
would  caufe  its  unavoidable  de- 
fixubbon. 

The  meaning  of  this  meffage  was 
well  underftood  by  both  parties  in 
the  afl’embly  r  but  the  refolution 
with  which  the  determined  conduct 
of  the  directors  had  infpired  their 
adherents,  feemed  now  to  bias 
clown  all  oppofition.  After  the 
.meflage  had  been  read,  Boullay  De- 
]  am  earth  prefented  a  report,  in  the 
ram'e  of  the  committee  of  public 
fafety,  which  had  been  appointed 
on  the  preceding  day.  that  unfolded 
at  once  the  fyftem  intended  to  be 
pur  hied,  by  thofe  who  had  placed 
themfelves  at  the  head  of  the  go¬ 
vernment.  After  reprefenting  the 
profperpus  fit  nation  of  France,  pre- 
viouflv  to  the  influence  of  the  royal 
par  A,  and  the  introduction  of  its 
adherents  into  the  councils,  and 
the  evils  occasioned  by  the  attempts 
of  thefe  to  reftore  the  monarchy, 
with  its  concomitances  of  priefts 
and  nobles,  doubtlefs,  he  (aid,  were 
thofe  who  now  fraud  accufed  of  a 
eonfpiracy  again  ft  ihe  republic,  to 
be  brought  before  an  ordinary  tri¬ 
bunal,  the  eonfpiracy  would  be  pro¬ 
nounced  real,  and  Ihe  confpirators 


pun i filed  according  to  the  rigoilf 
of  the  law.  But  let  us  declare  to 
all  France,  fueh  were  his  words, 
that  the  triumph  of  the  republic 
will  not  occafion  a  tingle  drop  of 
blood  to  be  fhed,  nor  fcaffolds  of 
terror  to  be  renewed. 

This  declaration  produced  the 
loud  and  unanimous  applaufe  of  all 
parties.  It  quieted  the  apprehenfions 
of  thofe  who  trembled  for  themfelves, 
or  their  friends :  and  though  fevere 
meafures  were  expected,  yet,  as 
they  did  not  extend  to  death,  they 
were  not  accompanied  with  thofe 
ideas  of  cruelty,  that  rendered  the 
difputes  between  the  former  factions 
in  France  fo  dreadful  and  barbarous 
in  the  fight  of  Europe. 

He  concluded  his  report  by  pro¬ 
ducing  a  feries  of  refolutions,  which 
the  committee  had  prepared  for 
the  confideration  of  the  council, 
and  recommended  as  unneceflary  to 
be  palled  into  laws  at  the  prefent 
jundhire.  The  number  of  them 
was  forty  :  they  were  readily 
adopted,  as  being  intirely  confident 
with  the  views  of  the  party  now 
predominant. 

The  motives,  propofed  to  the 
council  for  its  acquielcence,  were 
that  the  enemies  of  the  republic 
had  manifeftly  followed  the  plan 
traced  out  to  them  in  the  in- 
ftrufitions  found  upon  Dunan,  La- 
ville,  Harnois,  Brottier,  and  Ber- 
thelot,  who  were  feconded  by  num¬ 
bers  of  other  emiffaries  of  the  royal 
party,  fcattered  through  every  part 
of  France.  It  was  fpecially  re¬ 
commended  to  thefe  agents,  to  di- 
red!  the  operations  of  the  laft  atfem- 
bhes  of  the  people,  primary,  com¬ 
munal,  and  electoral,  for  the  c hoofing 
of  a  new  third,  and  to  make  the 
elections  fall  upon  the  partifans  of 
royalty.  With  the  exception  of  a 
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final!  number  of  departments,  where 
the  energy  of  the  republicans  fruf- 
(rated  their  attempts,  the  elections 
bad  been  carried  in  their  favour, 
and  had  introduced,  into  official 
iituations,  and  even  into  the  legifla- 
tive  body,  notorious  royaliits,  iome 
bt  them  emigrants,  and 'other  chiefs 
of  rebels.  Thus  the  conftitution 
being  attacked,  by  thofe  whom  it 
had  particularly  appointed  for  its 
defence,  and  again!!  whom  it  had 
taken  no  precaution,  it  was  be¬ 
come  impoffible  to  preferve  it,  with¬ 
out  recurring  to  extraordinary  mea- 
fures.  In  order,  therefore,  to  ob¬ 
viate  the  defigns  of  the  cpnfpirators, 
io  prevent  a  civil  war  and  its  fatal 
confequences,  to  heal  the  wounds 
Infh&ed  on  the  conftitution  tince  the 
late  election,  and  to  fecure  the 
liberty  and  the  internal  tranquillity 
of  the  nation,  from  luch  imminent 
dangers,  in  future,  ftrong  and  vigor¬ 
ous  refolutions  fliould  be  taken, 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  uncom¬ 
mon  occafion  that  required  them, 
and  which,  though  not  flrictly  ac¬ 
cordant  with  forms,  were  never- 
tlielefs  fufficiently  juftifled  by  indif* 
penfible  neceffi ty. 

On  thefe  grounds,  the  council  ap¬ 
proved  of  the  refolutions  laid  before 
it,  by  the  committee,  for  its  accept¬ 
ance,  By  thefe  refolutions,  the 
tran fa c do ps  of  the  primary,  com¬ 
munal,  and  electoral,  aflemblies,  in 
no  fewer  than  fifty  departments, 
were  declared  illegal,  the  per  ions 
eleCted  by  them  to  public  offices, 
or  to  feats  in  the  legitlature,  were 
compelled  to  refign  them,  and  the 
director’/  empowered  to  nominate 
to  the  vacancies  thence  occaiioned 
in  official  places.  The  laws  lately 
enacted  to  favour  the  royaliits,  the 
emigrants,  and  their  relations,  were 
repealed,  and  thofe  enabled  again  ft 
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them  confirmed  and  to  remain  in 
force  till  four  years  after  a  general 
peace.  No  individual  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  vote  in  the  primary  or 
electoral  aflemblies,  till  he  had  pre- 
vioufly  taken  the  oath  hf  Hatred  to 
royalty,  and  of  fidelity  to  the  re¬ 
public  and  the  conftitution  of  the 
third  year.  Barthehmi  and  Carnot* 
members  of  the  executive  directory, 
eleven  members  of  the  council  of 
elders,  forty-two  members  of  the 
council  of  five  hundred,  with  ten 
others  persons,  wpre  ientenced.  to 
tranfportation  abroad,  to  any  place 
appointed  by  the  directory ;  and 
their  property  to  be  iequeftered  till 
their  arrival  at  tile  place  of  exile; 
when  the  directory  fliould  be  au¬ 
thor  i  fed  to  fupply  them,  out  of  their 
effeCts,  with  the  means  of  fubfiftencc,. 
All  individuals  infcribed  upon  the 
lift  of  emigrants,  and  who  had  not 
obtained  their  erafemeht,  were 
warned  to  leave  the  territory  of  the 
republic  in  fifteen  days :  after  the 
expiration  of  which,  if  found  upon 
it,  they  were  to  be  tried  before  it 
military  tribunal,  and  the  f'entence 
pronounced  upon  them  to  be  ex¬ 
ecuted  within  twenty-four  hours. 
The  late  law,  recalling  the  banifhed 
priefts, was  revoked,  and  the  directory 
inverted  with  the  power  of  ordering 
thofe  prieffs  to  be  transported,  who 
difturbed  the  public,  tranquillity; 
EcclefiafHcs,  authorifed  to,  remain  in 
the  territory  of  the  republic,  were 
required  to  take  the  oath  of  hatred 
to  royalty,  and  of  fidelity  to  the  re¬ 
public.  Every  perfon,  officially  bound 
to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws 
relating  to  the  emigrants  and  prieffs, 
and  who  either  prevented  or  im¬ 
peded  them,  was  to  differ  two  years 
imprifonment  in  irons.  No  juries 
whatever  were  to  enter  upon  die 
exerciie  of  their  functions,  till  they 
[  G  2  ]  had 


had  taken  the  oath  of  hatred  to 
royalty,  and  fidelity  to  the  republic. 
They  were  not,  in  the  firff  twenty- 
four  hours  after  their  meeting,  to 
pronounce  a  verdidt,  unlefs  unani¬ 
mous.  If  after  that  (pace  of  time 
they  declared  that  they  could  not 
decide  unanimoufly,  the  decifion  of 
the  majority  was  to  be  valid.  Jour¬ 
nals  and  other  public  papers  were 
placed,  for  a  year,  under  the  infpec- 
tion  of  the  police,  which  might, 
by  its  own  authority,  prohibit  their 
publication.  The  law  was  repealed 
that  prohibited  focieties,  wherein 
political  queftions  were  difcufied  : 
but  every  fociety,  in  which  princi¬ 
ples  inimical  to  the  conftitution  of 
the  third  year  were  profefied,  was  to 
be  flint  up,  and  the  members  of  it, 
atferting  fuch  principles,  to  be  pro- 
fecated.  The  laws  recently  enacted, 
relatively  to  the  eftablifhment  and 
organization  of  the  national  guard, 
were  abrogated,  and  the  power  of 
putting  a  commune  in  a  ftate  of 
liege,  lately  taken  from  the  direc¬ 
tory,  was  refiored  to  it.  The  decrees 
enacting  the  banithment  of  the 
Bourbons,  including  the  widow  of 
Orleans,  and  the  confifcation  of 
their  effedis,  were  confirmed,  and 
all  provifions  to  the  contrary  ref- 
cinded,  the  directory  was  empower¬ 
ed  to  fix  the  place  of  their  exile, 
and  to  allow  them,  out  of  their 
eitates,  a  fufficiency  to  maintain 
them. 

Such  were  the  principal  refolu- 
tions  adopted  by  the  council  of  five 
hundred,  in  their  fitting  of  the  fifth 
of  September.  They  put  an  effec¬ 
tual  flop  to  all  the  efforts  that  had 
been  clandeftinely  prepared  by  the 
oppofition,  and  fruftrated,  at  once, 
all  the  expectations  of  its  adherents. 
Its  chiefs  and  leaders,  who  were  all 
men  of  courage  and  capacity,  being 


thus  unexpectedly  feized,  the  body, 
of  which  they  were  the  head,  was 
rendered  inftantly  incapable  of  ac¬ 
tion.  Whatever  organization  it 
might  have  previouffy  received,  th<$ 
boldnefs,  as  well  as  the  fuddennefs, 
of  the  blow,  ftruek  by  their  more 
adtive  and  expeditious  enemies, 
teemed  to  have  wholly  deprived 
them  of  fpirit  and  energy. 

Among  the  members  of  the  le- 
gifiature,  thus  deprived  of  their 
liberty,  were,  betides  Barthe- 
lemi  and  Carnot,  two  perfons  of 
noted  talents,  general  Pichegru, 
Boiffy  d’Anglas,  Dumolard,  Gilbert, 
Defmolieres,  Villaret  Joyoufe,  a 
naval  officer  of  great  merit,  Paffo- 
ret,  Vaublanc,  Troncon  Ducaudrai. 
Thefe  were  all  men  of  confpicuous 
refolution  and  abilities.  Cochon,  late 
minifter  of  the  police,  and  general 
Miranda,  who  had  figured  in  the  ar¬ 
my,  were  alfo  in  the  tiff  of  prifoners. 
So  vigilant  and  determined  had 
been  the  conduct  of  the  three  di¬ 
rectors,  who  affirmed  the  fupreme 
power  on  this  critical  occafion, 
that  not  one  perfon  remained  at 
large,  of  all  their  opponents,  of 
tufficient  confideration  to  give  them 
difquietude.  On  the  reprefenta- 
tions  of  fome  of  their  friends  in 
the  council,  Thibaudeau,  Doulert* 
and  four  other  of  their  colleagues, 
who  had  been  arretted,  were  fet  at 
liberty.  But  thefe  were  the  only 
perfons  in  whofe  favour  any  fob- 
citations,  however  ardently  urged, 
could  prevail  upon  the  council  to 
thew  any  farther  lenity. 

Having  thus  provided  for  their 
own  fecuritv,  and  that  of  their 
party,  the  next  ffep,  of  which  the 
three  directors  faw  the  immediate 
neceffity,  was  to  till  up  the  places 
vacant  in  their  own  office.  To  this 
intent  they  fenl  a  meffage,  on  the 
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tixth  of  September,  to  the  council 
of  five  hundred,  from  whom  they 
now  had  no  reafon  to  apprehend 
a  choice  of  men  not  entirely  devoted 
to  their  views.  Out  of  the  lift  of 
names,  prefen  ted  bv  the  council 
of  five  hundred  to  that  of  elders, 
the  two  perfons  felected  by  thefe 
were  Merlin  and  Francois  deNeuf- 
chateau,  both  men  of  tried  fidelity 
to  their  party,  and  confpieuoufly 
attached  to  republican  principles. 

An  oligarch}  now  reigned  in 
France,  under  the  aufpiees  and 
protection  of  the  armv.  The  ex¬ 
periment  of  eftablifhing  a  common¬ 
wealth  in  France  had  been  made 
without  fuecefs.  National  repre¬ 
fen  tation,  a  republic,-  and  liberty,  in 
France,  were  found  to  be  mere 
chimeras.. 

The  council  of  five  hundred,  from 
which  the  republican  party  had  now 
expelled  fo  many  formidable  adver¬ 
saries,  thought  it  necefiary  to  delay 
no  longer  a  formal  avowal  to  the 

#  o 

.  nation,  of  the  conformity  of  its  fen- 
.  timents  to  thofe  of  the  generality. 

'  On  the  twenty-firft  of  FruCtidor, 
(feventh  of  September]  it  iffued  an 
j  addrefs  to  the  departments,  and  to 
the  armies,  which  contained,  in 
imitation  of  the  directorial  addreffes 
i  to  the  public,  a  circumftantial  de¬ 
tail  of  fuc-h  particulars  as  were 
judged  the  moft  likely  to  make  an 
impreffion  favourable  to  the  cauf'e 
j  of  the  predominant  party.  Thofe 
,  who  framed  this  addrefs  were  evi- 
f  dently  actuated  by  the  moft  violent 
r  animoftty  to  their  antagonists,  whofe 
i  intentions  they  laboured  to  repre- 
s  lent  in  the  moft  atrocious  light, 
f  They  explicitly  charged  them  with 
;  “  the  refolution  to  affaftina te  every 
5  man  whom  they  fufpecled  of  repub- 
:  licanifm  ;  to  light  up  the  flames  of 
r  civil  war ;  to  deftroy  internal  fafety. 
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by.  intercepting  all  necefiary  com¬ 
munications,  and  infefting  the  loads 
in  every  part  of  the  country.  Thefe 
iniquitous  defigns  were  to  have  been 
executed  by  means  of  a  (ociety, 
formed  and  organized  under  the 
denomination  of  legitimate  fons. 
The  firft  principle  of  this  foc.iety 
was  the  moft  abfolute  and  blind 
devotion  of  its  members  to  the  or¬ 
ders  they  were  to  receive  from 
chiefs  they  were  not  to  know.  They 
began  by  feduction,  bribery,  and 
delation.  Thefe  were  the  inftru- 
rnents  employed  to  pervert  thofe  in 
whom  were  vefted  the  rights  and 
duties  of  the  election  of  national 
reprefentatives.  Thus  it  was  that 
members  were  ehofen  whofe  only 
recommendation  was  their  hatred 
of  the  republic,  and  their  determi¬ 
nation  to  ufe  all  endeavours  to  fub- 
vert  it.  From  the  machinations 
of  men  of  this  defcription,  and  from 
the  wicked  intrigues  of  the  emifla- 
ries  of  royal ifm  in  all  the  depart¬ 
ments,  proceeded  the  difficulties  and 
embarrafments  fo  grievoufly  expe¬ 
rienced  by  government.  From  the 
brighteft  hopes  the  public  was  fink¬ 
ing-  to  despondency.  National  cre¬ 
dit  had  taken  confiftency  ;  the  cre¬ 
ditor  was  about  to  be  paid  ;  falaries 
were  difcharged  in  currency;  but, 
fuddenly,  penury  and  mifery  burft 
forth.  The  infcriptions,  which  were 
at  forty,  fell  to  ten  ;  the  armies  -were 
left  without  pay  and  without  cloth¬ 
ing.  Alarmed  at  thefe  appearances, 
the  friends  to  the  republic  aflembled 
to  confer  together,  but  through  the 
royal  party,  in  the  legislature,  the 
right  of  meeting  was  interdicted  : 
they  reclaimed  their  rights,  but  were 

J  O  y 

acc-ufed  of  (edition :  they  complained 
of  affaftina  lions,  but  were  told  that 
revenge  was  lawful.  A  counter 
revolution  was  preparing,  but,  for* 
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tunately,  the  confpirators  betrayed 
them helves.  They  could  not  con¬ 
ceal  the  pride  they  took  in  the  name 
of  royalifts,  nor  the  contempt  in 
which  they  held  the  republicans. 
They  were  haftening  to  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  their  projects  with  undif- 
fembled  alacrity,  and  confidence  of 
fuccefs,  and  were  aftually  at  the 
very  eve  of  entering  upon  it,  when 
the  vigilance  and  penetration  of 
government  cifcovered  their  inten¬ 
tions. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  armies  oi 
the,  republic,  fo  ungeneroully  neg¬ 
lected,  and  ill  treated,  refolved  to 
do  themfblves,  and  the  nation,  that 
juftice  tor  which  they  had  in  vain 
petitioned.  They  had  come  forward 
with  a  determination  that  {truck 
the  confpirators  with  awe,  and  re¬ 
animated  the  friends  of  the  re¬ 
public  They  boldly  expofed  the 
perfidy  of  its  internal  foes,  and  in- 
tifted  on  their  punifhment.  Rouzed 
by  the  fpirit  and  fidelity  of  the 
armies,  the  executive  power  af¬ 
firmed  frefii  vigour.  Ii  felt  the 
necefiity  of  employing  every  pol- 
iible  exertion,  and  of  embracing, 
without  hefitation,  all  the  means 
that  offered,  to  fave  the  c  on  flit  u- 
tion  from  the  imminent  ruin  that 
threatened  it,  and  which  was  hourly 
approaching.  The  talk  was  truly 
diffimilt  and  hazardous.  Protected 
by  firms  that  militated  in  favour  of 
the  r  projects,  a  faftion  of  perfidi¬ 
ous  legiflitors  was  labouring  to  un¬ 
dermine  that  conftitution,  under 
pretence  of  guarding  it  from  inno¬ 
vations,  and  of  reftrifting  every 
part  of  government  within  its  own 
limits  ;  but  thefe  were  evidently 
become  too  narr  w  for  tne  zeal 
•pnd  ahlivity  now  wanted  from  every 
quarter  whence  it  could  be  pro- 
cured.  The  Hate  called  for  the 
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immediate  help  of  all  that  were 
able  to  eo-operate  in  its  falvation. 

On  thefe  juft  and  laudable  prin¬ 
ciples  ivere  founded  the  fortunate 
meafures  that  preferved  the  repub¬ 
lic  :  nor  were  they  adopted  till  it 
was  on  the  point  of  perifhing ;  fo 
fcrupuloufly  averle  were  its  warmeft 
friends  to  deviate  from  eftablifned 
rules,  till  they  found  themfelves  un¬ 
der  the  compulfion  of  inevitable 
and  dire  neceftity  to  break  th rough 
them,  for  the  undeniable  and  raani- 
feft  good  and  fervice  of  the  Hate, 
which  could  not  have  been  faved 
by  any  other  means.  Eicaped  from 
perdition,  through  the  protection  of 
Providence,  and  the  refolution  of 
thofe  who  were  its  inftruments,  on 
this  critical  emergency,  the  re¬ 
public  was  now  at  liberty  to  ac l 
without  the  impulfe  of  terror,  and 
to  difplay  fentiments  of  humanity 
that  would  dignify  its  character, 
and  render  it  refpeftable  to  its  moil 
virulent  enemies.  Infiead  of  exer- 
cifing  that  vengeance  it  might  law¬ 
fully  have  done,  upon  men,  who, 
had  they  fucceeded  in  their  defigns, 
would  have  fbewii  their  antagonifts 
no  mercy,  it  generoufiy  abitained 
from  the*  infliction  of  all  perfonal 
punifllment.  Not  a  drop  of  blood 
was  fired ;  no  aft  of  violence  com¬ 
mitted.  Banifliment  alone  was  the 
fentence  pronounced  upon  the  guil¬ 
ty.  They  were  left  to  their  own 
remorfe,  and  to  the  ihame  incurred 
by  their  criminal  deeds.  The  go¬ 
vernment,  which  they  fought  la 
ardently  to  deftroy,  was  content 
with  removing  them  to  a  diflanee, 
where  they  would  be  unable  to 
pro  fee  u  ie  their  pernicious  fclremes. 
Such  lenity,  when  contrafled  with 
fo  ,  much  provocation,  muft  effec¬ 
tually  fllence  the  calumnies  of  thofe 
who  had  baj’ely  reprefented  the 
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French  as  a  blood-thirfty  and  merci- 
Jcfs  people.  Here  was  an  inftance 
of  the  contrary,  feldom,  if  ever, 
precedented  in  the  civil  feuds  of 
pat  ions.” 

The  fequel  of  the  addrefs  expa¬ 
tiated  on  the  miieries  that  had  been 
to  aufpicioufly  avoided,  and  the 
profperity  that  would  arife  from  the 
concord  and  benevolence  to  each 
otner  of  lamilies  and  individuals, 
while  they  remained  firmly  united  in 
their  attachment  to  the  conftitution, 
and  their  oppofition  to  thofe  who 
thrive  to  fow  the  feeds  of  difcord 
among  them, and  to  plunge  them  even 
into  blood  and  murder.  ((  From  the 
return  of  unanimityand  confidence 
among  the  various  clafies  of  fociety, 
the  moft  happy  confequences  would 
pefult  to  all  France.  Agriculture, 
indufiry,  commerce,  would,  in  a 
thort  time,  be  diffufed  through  every 
part  of  the  country,  and  with  them 
would  fpring  up  the  comforts  of  pri¬ 
vate  life,  and  the  fplendor  attend¬ 
ing  the  fuccefs  of  public  affairs.  By 
the  re-eftablifhment  of  unfeigned 
union  among  the  French,  their  fo¬ 
reign  enemies  would  quickly  be  re¬ 
duced  to  defpair  of  either  partition¬ 
ing  France  as  their  prey,  or  of  fub- 
duing  it  to  its  former  flaverv.  Ma- 
giftrates,  adminiftrators,  functiona¬ 
ries  of  all  degrees,  were  now  called 
upon  by  their  country  to  exert 
themfelves  with  peculiar  diligence 
and  fervour,  in  the  flat  ions  which 
the  fuppreffion  of  the  late  confpira- 
cy  would  henceforth  enable  them  to 
occupy  in  peace,  undifiurbed  by 
the  fear  of  being  expelled,  through 
ruffian  violence,  or  facrificed  for 
having  difcharged  their  dutv.  Men 
of  letters,  on  whom  the  return  of 
defpotifm  would  have  impofed  per¬ 
petual  filence,  were  now  freed 
from  their  terrors,  and  empower¬ 


ed  to  exercife  the  energy  of  their 
minds  in  enlightening  the  public, 
in  defending  the  caufe  of  liber¬ 
ty,  and  confuting  the  apologi/fs 
of  tyrants,  in  aiding  government, 
and  forming  the  manners  of  the 
nation.” 

Such  were  the  ideas  which  the 
framers  of  the  addrefs,  decreed  by 
the  council  of  five  hundred,  endea¬ 
voured  to  imprefs  on  the  people  of 
France.  It  was  carefully  diftri- 
buted  in  every  department,  and  in 
every  divifion  of  the  army,  and  re¬ 
ceived  with  great  approbation  and 
applaufe  by  all  the  friends  of  the 
republic,  and  of  republican  princi¬ 
ples,  not  only  in  France,  but  in 
every  part  of  Europe.  They  con¬ 
curred  in  afierting  both  the  reality 
of  the  confpiraey,  and  the  indif- 
penfible  neeeffity  of  recurring  to  the 
means  that  Were  ufed  to  fupprefs  it. 
Every  proof  of  its  exifience  had, 
they  aflerted,  been  adduced,  that 
could  in  reafon  and  equity  be  ex¬ 
pected,  and  not  one  found  argument 
had  been  alleged  to  difprove  it. 
The  con  tell  between  government 
and  oppofition  was  manifeft,  the  fa¬ 
vours  and  partialities  to  the  r  oya  lifts 
were  not  lefs  vifible,  the  influx  of 
emigrants,  and  the  boldnefs  of  their 
fpeeches  and  behaviour,  the  feizure 
of  treafonable  papers,  and  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  fecret  agency  of  the 
numerous  emiffaries  of  the  royal 
party :  thefe  and  other circumftances 
of  the  moft  fufpicious  nature  fuffi- 
ciently  corroborated  the  charge, 
of  an  attempt  againft  the  repub¬ 
lic,  and  carried  conviction  to  the 
minds  of  all  who  were  not  unpreju¬ 
diced. 

The  reply  to  thefe  allegations  was 
that  the  confpiraey  had  not  been 
legally  proved  to  be  real,  in  a  court 
of  juftice;  that  the  i individuals  ac-: 
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cufed,  positively  denied  the  charge; 
and  that  to  pals  fentence  upon  them, 
without  bringing  them  to  an  open 
trial,  argued  an  apprehenfion  that 
they  would  not  have  been  found 
guilty  by  an  impartial  jury.  It  was 
aho  urged,  that  to  violate  the 
forms  of  a  confritution  was  to  vio¬ 
late  the  confutation  itfelf,  of  which 
thofe  forms  were  defigned  to  be  the 
fafeguard;  and  that,  even  allowing 
the  conspiracy  to  have  been  no 
fiction,  if  no  legal  jurors  could  be 
brought  to  condemn  the  confpira- 
tors,  it  would  amount  to  a  plain 
proof  that  the  public  was  with 
them,  and  approved  of  their  defign : 
in  which  cafe  they  would  fiand  ac¬ 
quitted  by  the  highed  authority. 

To  the  many  cenfures  and  invec¬ 
tives  calf  upon  the  republican  party, 
for  its  conduct  on  this  occafion, 
the  anfwer  which  was  generally  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  the  raoft  plaufible,  and 
by  many  reputed  fatisfadlory,  was, 
that  if  the  confpirators  had  been 
form  ally  tried,  they  muff  inevitably 
have  been  found  guilty,  and  con¬ 
demned  to  die:  in  which  cafe  it 
would  not  have  been  in  the  power 
of  government  to  remit  the  fen¬ 
tence.  It  was  more  humane,  there¬ 
fore,  as  well  as  more  prudent,  to 
banifh  them  ;  a  punifliment  which, 
by  f paring  their  lives,  prevented  the 
odium  that  muff  have  been  in¬ 
curred  by  the  effufion  of  fo  much 
blood. 

The  inedeDual  expedition  of  the 
French  to  Ireland,  in  the  month  of 
December,  1796,  did  not  put  an  end 
to  the  expectation  they  had  formed 
of  being  able  to  make  an  effectual 
im predion  upon  that  part  of  the 
Britidi  erppire.  On  the  return  of 
the  fleet  to  Bred,  a  proclamation 
was  pub'lifbed,  wherein  the  troops, 
embarked  for  that  fervice,  were 


told,  that  another  attempt  was  in 
preparation,  which  would  only  be 
deferred  till  the  return  of  more  fa¬ 
vourable  weather. 

Whether  a  fecond  expedition 
was  actually  intended,  or  that  go¬ 
vernment  meaned  only  to  keep  up 
an  alarm  in  Great  Britain,  every 
appearance  of  fuch  a  defign  was 
maintained.  Sailors  and  foldiers 
reforted,  from  various  quarters,  to 
Bred,  where  general  Hoche  had 
dxed  his  head  quarters.  But  the 
whole  month  of  January,  and  more 
than  half  of  February  elapfed,  be¬ 
fore  any  adtive  meafures  took  place: 
and  thofe  that  were  then  taken,  ap¬ 
peared  of  a  nature  that  fhewed  an 
intention  rather  to  perplex  the 
Britifh  minidry,  than  to  profecute 
any  regular  dedgn  againd  this 
kingdom. 

A  corps  of  about  fourteen  hundred 
men  was  embarked  in  four  veffels, 
three  of  them  large  frigates,  which, 
failing  from  Bred,  dood  round  the 
coad  of  England,  and  entering  the 
Bridol  channel,  about  the  20th  of 
February,  anchored  in  the  harbour 
of  Ilfracomb,  on  the  north  of  De¬ 
von  Pair  e,  where  they  fkuUled  fe- 
veral  merchantmen,  and  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  dedroyed  all  the  Shipping 
there,  had  they  not  been  apprifed 
that  a  body  of  troops  was  marching 
againd  them.  This  was  the  North 
Devon  Regiment  of  Volunteers, 
commanded  by  colonel  Orchard. 
Leaving  Ilfracomb,  they  dood  over 
to  the  headland  off  St.  Davids,  in 
Pembrokeshire,  and  came  to  an  an¬ 
chor  in  a  bay  near  Fifhguard.  Here 
their  troops  weredifembarked.  But 
their  landing;  was  attended  with 
greatdifficulty.  As  they  were  totally 
unacquainted  with  the  country,  they 
came  adiore  at  a  place  full  of  rocks, 
which  they  were  obliged  to  climb 
•  with 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [8a 


with  much  labour.  On  the  twenty- 
third,  their  whole  force  being  land¬ 
ed,  they  advanced  into  the  country,  « 
expecting,  it  has  been  faid,  to  be 
joined  by  numbers.  But  it  tuch 
was  their  expectation,  they  were 
greatly  deceived.  The  whole  coun¬ 
try  was  inflantly  alarmed,  and  the 
people  gathered  from  all  parts 
to  oppofe  them.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  day,  more  than  three  thoufand 
men  were  collected,  of  whom  {'even 
hundred  were  well  trained  militia. 
Lord  Cawdor  put  himfelf  at  their 
head,  and  marched  direCtly  againft 
the  enemy,  whom  he  reached  before 
the  fetting  in  of  night.  But  in¬ 
head  of  attempting  either  attack  or 
defence,  the  French  commander  in¬ 
formed  him,  by  a  letter,  brought  by 
one  of  his  officers,  that  the  circum- 
ftances,  under  which  the  French 
troops  were  landed,  rendering 
military  operations  unneceffiary, 
as  they  would  only  tend  to  blood- 
fhecl  and  pillage,  all  the  officers 
under  him,  had  intimated  their  defire 
to  enter  into  a  negotiation  for  a  fur- 
render. 

To  this  meffiage  lord  Cawdor  re¬ 
plied,  by  requiring  them  immedi¬ 
ately  to  furrender  prifoners  of  war. 
With  this  requilition  they  complied, 
and  laid  down  their  arms  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day.  They  had  no  field- 
pieces  with  them,  but  brought  a 
quantity  of  powder  and  ball,  (effici¬ 
ent  to  load  feventy  carts.  One  halt 
of  them  were  picked  veterans,  but 
the  other  contifled,  according  to 
report,  of  galley-haves,  and  others 
of  the  like  fort,  taken  out  of  prifon 
on  condition  of  their  engaging  in 
this  attempt.  Their  ragged  appear¬ 
ance  fully  countenance  this  furmife, 
and  the  fir  ft  object  that  occupied 
them,  on  their  landing,  was  to  pro¬ 
vide  themfelves  with  clothes  where- 


ever  they  could  find  any.  Various 
motives  were  affignecLior  this  un¬ 
dertaking.  Whatever  they  might 
be,  thofe  who  were  employed  in  it, 
had  only  their  own  prowefs  and  ex¬ 
ertions  to  rely  upon  for  fuccefs,  as 
the  thips  that  brought  them,  took 
their  departure  as  loon  as  the  de¬ 
barkation  was  completed,  leaving 
them  entirely  to  the  chances  and 
and  protection  of  their  own  fortune. 
The  moll  probable  qf  the  feveral 
opinions,  formed  upon  this  fubjeCt, 
feems  that  which  afcribes  to  the 
French  government  a  determination 
to  prove  the  praCtibility  of  effecting 
a  landing  in  England,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  numerous  fleets  that  guard 
its  coafts.  In  a  trial  of  this  import¬ 
ance  they  were  willing  to  rif k  the 
handful  of  men  that  were  fent 
to  make  it.  They  might  not, 
however,  imagine  that  they  would 
fo  readily  yield  to  the  fir  ft  fum- 
mons,  and  poffibly  hoped  that  they 
would  be  able  to  oceation  much 
eonfufion  before  they  were  fubdued, 
"While  the  French  were  thus 
vainly  endeavouring  to  carry  the 
war  into  the  Britifh  dominions  in 
Europe,  the  arms  of  England  were 
more  fuccefsfully  employed  againft 
the  poffefiions  of  their  Spanifh  allies 
in  the  Weft  Indies.  An  expe¬ 
dition  was  planned,  and  took  place 
in  February,  againft  Trinidad,  an 
ifland  of  confecuience  on  the 
northern  coaft  of  South  Ameri¬ 
ca.  The  land  forces  were  under 
the  command  of  general  Aber- 
cromby,  and  the  fquadron  under 
that,  of  admiral  Harvey.  The  Spa¬ 
niards,  in  expectation  of  an  attack, 
had  collected  a  naval  force  for  their 
defence.  It  confifted  of  four  fliips 
of  the  line,  beftdes  frigates,  and  lay 
at  anchor  in  a  bay,  protected  by 
ftrong  batteries.  On  the  fixteenth 
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of  February,  admiral  Harvey  ar¬ 
rived,  with  the  Britith  fquadron,  and 
immediately  refolved  to  attack  it. 
But,  during  that  night,  which  pro¬ 
ceeded  the  intended  attack,  the 
Spanifh  tliips  cafually  took  fire,  and 
all  were  confumed  but  one,  which 
was  captured.  After  this  difafter. 


the  Spaniards  were  not  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  make  any  effectual  refift- 
ance.  General  Abercrombv  landed 
his  forces,  and  having  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  principal  town,  with 
little  oppofition,  the  Spanifh  gover¬ 
nor  furrendered.  the  whole  ifland  by 
capitulation, 
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fnejfe&ual  Expedition  of  the  Englifh  again  ft  the  Spanijh  If  and  6J  Porto?' 
Rico . — Tran  factions  in  the  VAef  Indies. — favourable  to  the,  Englifh,  both 
by  Sea  and  Land. — Great  Preparations  a  gain  ft  England,  ,  in-  the  Ports  of 
Holland  and  Spain — Spanijh  Fleet  defeated  by  an  Englifh  Squadron , 
greatly  inferior  in  Strength  and  Numbers,  under  the  Command  of  -Ad¬ 
miral  Sir  John  Jervis . — Other  Gallant  Exploits  of  this  Squadron  -  Unj  for¬ 
tunate  Attempt  of  the  Englifh  on  the  If. and  of  Tenerife. -—Hutch  Arma¬ 
ment  defined ,  as  was  fuppofed,  a  gain  ft  England.-— Puts  to  Sea,  under 
order  to  join  the  French  Fleet  at  Breft. — En countered,  and  after  an  obfti - 
nate  Engagement  defeated  with  great  Lofs,  by  an  Englijh  Squadron ,  under 
Admiral  Duncan. — -Yet  Preparations  fill  continued  in  Appearance,- by  the 
French,  for  an  Invapon  of  England.— Calamities  brought  on  the  Dutch, 


by  their  Junction  with  the  French. 

TWO  months  after  the  reduction 
of  Trinidad,  an  expedition 
was  undertaken  againft  the  ifland  ot 
Forto-Rico.  TheSpanifh  privateers, 
from  this  place,  were  numerous, 
and  greatly  annoyed  the  Britifti 
trade  in  the  Weft  Indies.  The 
planters  had  repeatedly  recom¬ 
mended  an  attack  of  this  ifland,  the 
(capture  of  which  they  represented 
as  of  the  higheft  utility,  as  it  would 
pot  only  deprive  the  Spaniards  of 
an  important  poffeffion,  but  clear 
the  navigation  from  the  windward  to 
the  leeward  ifiands,  from  much  of 
the  danger  attending  it.  Admiral 
Harvey  and  general  Abercromby 
willingly  undertook,  for  thefe  rea- 
fons,  to  perform  foeflential.a  fervice. 
They  failed  accordingly  for  Pos  to- 
Rico,  where  they  arrived  on  the 
feventeenth  of  April.  The  whole 
northern  coaft  of  this  ifland  being 
bounded  by  a  reel,  it  was  with 


much  difficulty  that  a  narrow  chan¬ 
nel  was  dilcovered,  through  which 
the  lighter  veflfels,  with  the  troops, 
were  able  to  effrft  their  paflage  into 
a  final!  bay.  Here  thc.e  landed, 
and  advanced  immediately  towards 
the  town!  But  the  approaches  to  it 
were  to  ftroiigly*  fortified,  and  de¬ 
fended  by  fo  many  batteries,  that  it 
was  foupd  impofttble  to  make  any 
iinpreftion  upon  them,  with  the  in- 
conftderable  artillery  that  had  with 
great  exertions  been  brought  a  (bore. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  bombard 
the  town  ;  but  this  proved,  on  ax- 
count  of  the  diftance,  totally  im¬ 
practicable.  It  appearing,  there¬ 
fore,  that  no  endeavours,  however 
vigorous,  could  furrnount  thefe  ob- 
ftacles,  and  that  no  combined  effor's 
of  the  tea  and  laud  force  could  in 
any  manner  be  effectual  in  the  pre¬ 
lent  circum fiances,  it.  was  judged 
advifable  to  deft  ft  from  t  oe  ,at- 
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tempt.  The  lofs  of  men  upon  this 
occafion,  not  with  (landing  the  fupe- 
riority  of  the  enemy,  was  (mail,  and 
the  tnpops  reimbarked  without  any 
moleflation. 

The  French  were,  in  the  mean 
time,  making  preparations,  in  their 
iflands,  to  attack  (ome  of  tho(e 
belonging  to  the  Englidi,  which 
thefebad  taken  from  them.  As  the 
forces,  which  they  intended  to  em¬ 
ploy,  confided  of  a  numerous  pro¬ 
portion  of  blacks,  it  was  proposed, 
by  the  Britilh  commander-in-chief  of 
the  land  forces,  general  Abercrom- 
by,  conformably  to  his  inftruciions, 
tiiat  a  large  body  of  negroes  fhould 
be  railed,  and  formed  into  regi¬ 
ments,  for  the  protection  of  the 
Britifli  iflands.  But  this  propofal 
was  highly  difapproved  by  the  re- 
prefentative  bodies  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  unanimoudy  concurred  in  * 
condemning  the  meafure,  as  full  of 
danger.  The  emancipation  of  the 
negroes,  in  the  French  iflands,  had 
filled  thofe  in  the  Englifh  with  (an¬ 
guine  expectation  that  they  would 
be  placed  on  the  fame  footing.  They 
were  greatly  diflat isfied  at  their  dif- 
appointment,  and  their  difiatisfac- 
tion  was  daily  heightened,  through 
the  communication  they  maintained, 
by  various  means,  with  the  French 
negroes,  who  warmly  folicited  them 
to  procure  their  freedom  through 
force,  as  they  would  not  obtain  it 
otherwife.  While  Inch  apprehen- 
fions  hung  over  the  planters,  they 
could  by  no  arguments  be  prevailed 
upon  to  put  arms  into  the  hands  of 
the  negroes,  whom  they  confidered 
as  much  readier  to  attack  their  maf- 
ters,  than  to  protect  them. 

The  preparations  made  by  the 
French,  againfl  the  Englidi,  were  of 
little  effect:  they  landed  a  body  of 
picked  men  at  Anguilla,  a  (mall 


ifland,  where,  meeting  with  no  re¬ 
finance,  from  its  defencelefs  fitua- 
tion,  they  committed  great  ravages.. 
Happily  for  the  inhabitants,  captain 
Barton,  of  the  Lapwing  frigate, 
being  apprized  of  their  danger, 
failed  immediately  to  their  relief. 
On  his  approach,  the  French  re¬ 
embarked:  but  their  flipping  was 
attacked,  and  totally  deflroyed,  and 
the  whole  of  their  land  and  lea 
force  edber  killed  or  taken.  This 
happened  in  the  latter  part  of  I  79(d. 
In  the  commencement  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  year,  they  prepared  for  other  at¬ 
tempts:  but  whether  from  the  dif- 
couragement,  occafioned  by  this 
check,  or  that  they  were  not  in  fuf- 
ficient  readinefs,  they  remained  in¬ 
active  till  the  en filing  June,  when, 
indead  of  making  any  of  their 
threatened  attacks  upon  the  iflands 
in  poffeflion  of  the  Englidi,  they 
confined  their  exertions  to  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  where  they  endeavoured  to 
retake  Come  places  in  the  hands  of 
thofe  French  planters  that  had  put 
themfelves  under  the  protection  of 
Great  Britain,  or  were  poflefied  by 
the  Britifii  troops.  They  laid  fiege, 
in  the  month  of  April,  to  Trois,  a 
Arong  pod  recently  taken  from  them. 
Captain  Rickets,  of  the  Magicienne, 
came  fortunately  to  its  affiflance, 
and  attacked  thefliipsand  tranfports, 
laden  with  ammunition  and  necef- 
faries  for  carrying  on  the  fiege:  they 
were  all  taken,' and  the  befieger&on 
fliore,  thus  deprived  of  the  (Applies 
they  wanted,  were,  by  the  united 
fire  from  the  garrifon  and  the  Britifii 
frigate,  driven  from  their  pofition, 
and  compelled  to  abandon  the  at¬ 
tempt. 

Some  days  before  this  repulfe, 
general  Rigaud,  commander  of  the 
republican  forces,  refolved  to  make 
an  attempt  upon  the  fort  of  Trois, 
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the  retaking  of  which  was  con- 
ficlered  as  a  matter  of  importance. 
He  (defied  for  this  purpofe  twelve 
hundred  of  his  belt  troops,  and  af- 
1  faulted  it  with  the  utmoft  fury.  The 
garrifon  did  not  confifl,  at  this  junc¬ 
ture,  of  more  than  fifty  men:  but 
they  made  fo  determined  and  fkilful 
a  defence,  that  after  being  thrice  re- 
puifedy  and  returning  as  often  to  the 
charge,  the  enemy  was  obliged  to 
draw  off  to  a  di fiance,  in  order  to 
recover  himtelf  before  another  re¬ 
newal  of  the  attack.  But,  in  the 
mean  while,  a  reinforcement  of 
feme  hundred  men  came  to  the  af- 
filtance  of  the  garrifon,  and  forcing 
their  way  through  the  affailants,  en¬ 
tered  the  fort.  Thus  ftrengthened, 
the  garrifon  Tallied  out,  upon  the 
befiegers,  who  were  driven  to  a 
difianee:  but  gaining  poffeffion  of 
an  eminence,  they  made  a  hand,  and 
through  the  great  fupetiority  of  their 
numbers,  maintained  their  pofition 
tome  days:  when  receiving  a  frefh 
fupply  or  men, they  again  proceeded 
to  Trois,  intending  a  regular  fiege. 
It  was  then  that  captain  Rickets 
opportunely  arrived,  and  totally 
completed  the  defeat  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  after  lofing  a  thoufand  of  their 
choicefl  troops.  They  fufiained 
another  defeat,  about  the  fame  time, 
from  colonel  Deyfources,  who  at¬ 
tacked  and  carried  feveral  polls  and 
works  of  great  firength  and  eonfe- 
q uence,  and  routed  a  large  body  of 
the  enemy,  part  of  the  army  under 
the  command  of  their  principal  ge¬ 
neral,  Touffaint. 

In  the  month  of  June  enfuing,  the 
French  laid  fiege  to  the  town  of  St. 
Mark,a  place  ofconfequence, defend¬ 
ed  by  a  body  of  thole  French  plant¬ 
ers  that  had  joined  the  Englifh,  and 
by  a  final!  number  of  thefe.  As 
they  were  elofely  prefix'd,  general 
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Ghurchil  haffened,  by  forced  march¬ 
es,  to  their  relief.  The  enemy  had 
taken  poffeffion  of  the  fort  and  dif- 
trict  of  Mirebalais,  which  afforded 
them  great  advantages  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  the  fiege.  Expecting  the 
Engl  if]]  general  would  attempt  the 
retaking  it,  they  polled  a  large  body 
on  his  way.  But  as  foon  as  he  had 
been  joined  by  a  Efficient  reinforce¬ 
ment,  to  cope  with  their  numbers, 
he  attacked  them  with  fuch  refoln- 
tion,  that  they  were  immediately 
broken,  and  fled  with  the  utmofl 
precipitation.  The  fiege  of  St. 
Mark  had,  in  the  mean  while,  been 
carried  on  with  much  vigour,  and 
feme  of  the  out-works  had  been 
taken:  but  this  defeat  encouraged 
th  e  garrifon  to  fo  refolute  a  defence, 
that  it  difconcerted  all  their  mea- 
fures,  and  they  were  driven  from 
this  place,  on  the  arrival  of  the  vic¬ 
torious  troops,  with  very  corffi def¬ 
able  lofs. 

The  tranfaflions  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  were  remarkably  favourable  to 
the  Englifh,  both  at  Tea  and  land. 
Numbers  of  the  enemy’s  armed 
fhips  were  taken,  and  little  damage 
done  to  the  Englifh  trade.  The 
French  were  not  either  in  the  dif- 
pofition  or  in  force  to  execute  any 
plan  again fi  the  Englifh  poffieffions. 

In  Europe  the  expectations  of  the 
French  had  been  highly  railed,  by 
the  great  preparations  made  againfl 
England,  in  the  ports  of  Holland 
and  of  Spain.  In  this  kingdom, 
their  influence  over  the  miniftrV 
was  fuch,  that  they  procured  the 
equipment  of  a  very  large  number 
of  fhips,  to  a 61  conjointly  with  their 
remaining  firength  at  fea,  againft  that 
of  England,  which  they  hoped  would 
find  it  extremely  difficult  to  make 
head  againft  fo  vafi  an  acceffion  of 
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force  to  France.  Conformably  to 
the  plans  of  the  French  and  Spanish 
minifters,  the  mod  eonfuierable  part, 
of  the  Spanifh  navy  was  to  have 
efTedled  a  junction  with  the  French 
fleet  at  Brett ;  and,  after  being 
joined  by  a  numerous  fquadron  of 
Dutch  tliips  of  war,  they  were  to 
have  put  forth  altogether  to  fea, 
to  the  amount  of  more  than  fe- 
venty  fail  of  the  line  ;  a  ftrength 
which,  they  entertained  fanguine 
hope,  would  prove  more  than  ftif- 
iicient  to  i upper !  efiedtually  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  their  defigns  agaimr  the 
Britiih  dominions. 

In  the  lift  of  the  Spanifh  fleet, 
intended  for  Breft,  were  fix  of  one 
hundred  and  twelve  guns,  and  one  of 
a  hundred  and  thirty-fix,  efteemed 
the  Iargeft  vefiel  in  Europe  ;  of  the 
other  flips  competing  this  formida¬ 
ble  armamant,  two  were  of  eighty- 
four,  and  eighteen  cf  feventv-four 
guns :  but  they  were  manned  by  an 
inconfiderable  proportion  of  te a- 
inen.  The  Spanifh  mini  fry  had 
Imagined,  that  this  deficiency  might 
be  remedied  by  the  fubfiitution  of 
a  number  of  expert  artillery-men  ; 
but  even  of  thefe  there  was  not  a 
fufficiency  procured  to  encounter 
the  fkiil  and  activity  of  the  Britiih 
jfeamen. 

The  officer  pitched  upon  for  the 
command  of  the  fquadron,  defti- 
hed  to  aft  again  ft  this  great  force. 
Was  admiral  Jervis,  whole  naval 
abilities  had  been  eonfpicuoufiy  dis¬ 
played  on  many  preceding  occafions, 
and  who  was  aeo  n'vpanied  by  other 
officers  of  fuch  d;  ft  ingu'ifhed"  merit, 
that  no  doubt  was  entertained,  by 
the  public,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
vaft  fuperiority  of  ftrength  ,nd  num¬ 
bers,  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards, 
they  -would  hot  prove  equal  in  bat¬ 
tle  to  the  Britiili  officers  and  fea- 
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men.  The  fquadron,  under  the 
command  of  admiral  Jervis,  amount-, 
ed  to  no  more  than  fifteen  (hips  of 
the  line,  and  fome  frigates.  He 
was  cruizing  off  Cape  St.  Vincent, 
on  the  coaft  of  Portugal,  when  he 
received  intelligence  of  the  Spanifh 
fleet’s  approach,  and  he  prepared 
immediately  for  battle.  On  the 
fourteenth  of  February,  at  the  dawn 
of  day,  it  was  difcovered,  amounting 
to  twenty-feven  fale  of  the  line.  By 
carrying  a  prefs  of  fail,  he  clofed  in 
with  the  enemy’s  fleet  before  it  had 
time  to  conned!,  and  form  into  a 
regular  order  of  battle.  Such  a 
moment,  to  fpeak  his  own  words, 
was  not  to  be  loft  :  confiding  in  the 
fkiil,  valour,  and  difeipline,  of  his- 
officers  and  men,  and  confcious  of 
the  neceffity  of  adling  with  un¬ 
common  refolution  on  this  critical 
occafion,  he  formed  a  line,  with 
the  utrnoft  celerity,  in  order  to  pafs 
through  the  enemy’s  fleet,  and  hav¬ 
ing  completely  effected  his  defign, 
he  thereby  feparated  one-third  of  it 
from  the  main  body,  and  by  a  vigor¬ 
ous  cannonade  compelled  it  to  re¬ 
main  to  leeward,  and  prevented  its 
rejunction  with  the  centre  till  the 
evening.  After  having  thus  broken 
through  the  enemy’s  line,  and,  by 
this  daring  and  fortunate  mealure, 
diminifhed  his  force  from  twenty- 
feven  drips  to  eighteen,  it  was  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  Spanifh  admiral,  in 
order  to  recover  his  fuperiority, 
was  endeavouring  to  rejoin  the  Flips 
feparated  from  him,  by  wearing 
round  the  rear  of  the  Britiih  lines  ; 
but  commodore  Nelfon,  who  was 
ill  the  rear-moft  (hip,  diredtly  wore 
and  prevented  his  intention,  by 
Banding  towards  him.  He  had 
now  to  encounter  the  Spanifh  ad¬ 
miral  or  one  hundred  and  thirty-fix. 
guns,  aided  by  two  others,  each  of 

then* 
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them  three  deckers :  he  was  happily 
relieved  from  this  dangerous  pofi- 
tion,  by  the  coming  up  of  two  {hips 
to  his  afiiftance,  which  detained  the 
Spanifh  admiral,  and  his  leconds, 
till  he  was  attacked  by  four  other 
Britifh  iliips  ;  when,  finding  that  he 
could  not  execute  his  defign,  he 
made  the  fignal  for  the  remainder 
of  his  fleet  to  form  together  for 
their  defence.  The  Britifh  admiral, 
before  they  could  get  into  their  Ra¬ 
tions,  directed  the  rear-moll  of 
them,  fome  of  which  were  en¬ 
tangled  with  each  other,  to  be  at¬ 
tacked.  This  was  clone  with  fo 
much  judgement  and  fpirit,  that 
four  of  them  were  captured,  one 
of  which  ftruck  to  his  own  {hip. 
In  the  mean  time,  that  part  ol  the 
Spanifh  fleet  which  had  been  fepa- 
rated  from  its  main  body  had  nearly 
rejoined  it,  with  four  other  {hips, 
two  of  which  were  not  in  the  en¬ 
gagement,  This  was  a  flrenglh, 
more  than  equal  to  that  which  re¬ 
mained  of  the  Britifh  fquadron,  fit, 
after  fo  fevere  a  conteft,  for  a  frefh 
action.  Had  it  been  renewed,  the 
Spaniards  had  ftill  thirteen  flips 
unhurt,  while  of  the  fifteen,  of 
which  the  Britifh  fquadron  con¬ 
fided,  every  one  had  fuffered  in 
fo  unequal  an  encounter.  It  drew 
up  in  compact  order,  not  doubt¬ 
ing  of  vigorous  efforts,  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy,  to  retake  his  loft 
vefiels :  but  the  countenance  and 
pofition  of  the  Britifti  fquadron 
was  f’uch,  that  the  SpaniJli,  though 
fo  powerfully  reinforced,  did  not 
dare  to  come  into  dole  action.  Its 
fire  was  diftant  and  ineffehlual,  and 
it  left  the  Britifti  fquadron  to  move 
leifu rely  off  with  the  four  captured 
Vefiels,  two  of  them  carrying  one 
hundred  and  twelve  guns,  one 
eighty-four,  and  the  other  feventy- 
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four.  The  {lain  and  wounded,  on 
board  of  thefe,  before  they  ftruck, 
amounted  to  fix  hundred,  and  on 
board  ol  the  Britifh  fquadron  to 
half  that  number.  The  amount 
of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the 
other  Spanifh  Blips  was  computed 
equal  to  that  in  thole  that  were 
taken. 

The  fuperiority  of  naval  fiiill,  dif- 
played  in  this  celebrated  a&ion, 
ftruck  all  Europe  with  aftonifhment. 
Nothing  lefs  indeed  could  have  pro¬ 
cured  a  victory  over  an  enemy  fo 
much  fuperior  in  ftrength  and  num¬ 
bers,  and  no  ways  deficient  in  cou¬ 
rage.  The  people  in  Spain  were 
loud  in  their  complaints, •  that  their 
countrymen  were  impreffed  into  a 
fervice  for  which  they  were  un¬ 
qualified,  and  again  ft  a  nation  with 
which  they  had  no  reafon  to  quar¬ 
rel.  The  upper  c'lafles,  and  the 
government  i  If  elf,  were  looked  up¬ 
on,  by  the  generality,  as  acting 
under  conftraint:  but  the  remon- 
ftrance  of  the  recent  victories  of 
the  French,  over  their,  beft  troops; 
and  commanders,  and  of  the  danger 
to  which  the  monarchy  had  been 
exposed,  eftediually  ft  fenced  all  de¬ 
grees  of  men,  while  the  majority 
bore,  with  fecret  indignation,  the 
ignominy  of  a  yoke  which  they 
,  were  afhamed  to  avow.  The  an¬ 
cient  and  noble  kingdom  of  Spain 
was,  at  this  time,  in  a  {filiation  not 
more  humiliating  than  odd  and 
whimficah  The  Spaniards,  in  ge¬ 
nera],  detefted  the  French,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  the  French  infidels:  the 
throne  of  Spain  was  occupied  by 
the  fecond  branch  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon;  and  which,  in  1792,  had 
manifefted  an  anxious  folicitucle  foe 
the  life  of  Lewis  XVI.  yet  the 
king  and  people  of  Spain  were 
leagued  with  the  regicides  again!! 
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the  Auftrians  and  Englifh,  their  old 
as  well  as  natural  friends  and  allies. 
The  advantages,  it  might  naturally 
be  fuppofed,  mud;  have  been  great, 
that  leduced  them  into  fo  ffirange  a 
iituation.  By  no  means !  They 
got  nothing  but  hard  blows  from 
the  Britifh  navy. 

,  The  gratitude  of  the  public,  in 
England,  to  thofe  brave  officers  and 
men,  who  had  won  fo  extraordinary 
and  unprecedented  a  vidory,  was 
exprelTed  with  a  warmth  and  ex¬ 
ultation  that  had  not  been  felt  for 
many  years.  AH  daffies  and  bodies 
of  the  community  were  eager  to 
t edify  the  fenfe  they  entertained  of 
the  very  uncommon  merit  of  the 
admiral  who  had  performed  fo  im¬ 
portant  a  fervice,  at  a  time  when 
it  was  fo  needful,  and  who  had 
thereby  reflected  fo  much  glory  on 
the  national  character.  To  the  juft 
applaufes  of  the  public,  govern¬ 
ment  added  the  honours  of  the 
peerage,  by  creating  him  Earl  of 
St.  Vincent,  in  order  to  perpetuate, 
together  with  his  name,  the  memory 
of  this  fplendid  ad  ion. 

The  vanquifhed  ffeet  withdrew 
to  Cadiz,  whither  it  was  immediate¬ 
ly  followed  by  the  vidors,  who 
blocked  it  up  in  fo  clofe  a  manner, 
that  not  one  of  the  numerous  fhips 
of  force,  belonging  to  Spain,  in  that  ' 
capacious  harbour,  durft  venture  out 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  many  pow¬ 
erful  batteries  ereded  for  its  defence. 
Here  the  Britiffi  fquadron  continued 
in  fight  of  the  place,  and  in  command 
of  all  the  neighbouring  feas  ;  taking 
numbers  of  the  enemy’s  veffiels,  and 
performing  many  gallant  adions. 

The  two  moft  remarkable  we  ffiall 
relate.  An  attempt  was  made,  in  the 
night  of  the  third  of  July,  to  bom¬ 
bard  the  city  of  Cadiz.  Commodore 
Nelfon  conduded  this  bold  enter- 


prize  with  his  ufual  dexterity  and 
fpirit.  The  imperfed  fuccels  that 
attended  it,  wras  owing  to  the  bad 
condition  of  the  mortar-piece,  em¬ 
ployed  upon  this  occafion,  which 
was  intirely  damaged  by  continual 
ofe.  The  Spaniards  having  armed, 
and  manned,  with  their  braveft  fea- 
men  and  foldiers,  a  number  of  large 
boats  and  launches,  dallied  out  of 
the  harbour  upon  the  Englifh.  The 
conflid  was  obffiinate,  and  both  tides 
behaved  wuth  great  valour.  The 
commanding-officer  of  the  Spaniards, 
Don  Miguel  Tyrafom,  attacked  the 
commodore  with  (he  utmoft  refolu- 
lion,  and,  though  taken,  did  not 
yield  until,  out  of  twenty-feven  men 
in  his  barge,  eighteen  were  killed, 
and  himfelf,  and  all  the  others, 
wounded.  It  wars  not  till  after  a 
long  and  defperate  defence  that 
the  Spaniards  were  driven  back 
into  the  harbour. 

Two  nights  after  this  adion, 
another  bombardment  was  attempt¬ 
ed,  with  more  fuccefs.  Commodore 
Nelfon,  who,  to  ufe  the  expreffion 
of  admiral  Jervis,  was  always  pre¬ 
fen  t  in  the  moft  arduous  enterprizes, 
had  again  the  command  of  this. 
Advancing  with  the  bomb-veffiels, 
as  near  to  the  ffiore  as  it  was  prac¬ 
ticable,  he  threw  into  the  town,  and 
among  the  flopping  in  the  harbour, 
a  large  number  of  fhells  that  did 
confiderabie  execution  upon  both. 
Ten  of  the  largeft  men  of  war  were 
obliged  to  warp  out  of  their  range, 
and  the  town  (people  fled  in  great 
numbers.  The  effieds  produced  by 
this  bombardment  had  been  fo  de¬ 
trimental  to  the  enemy,  that  another 
was  ffiortly  after  intended,  and  the 
preparations  completed,  when  its 
execution  was  prevented  by  the 
violence  of  the  wind,  that  continued 
fome while  to  blow  out  of  the  har¬ 
bour. 
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foour,  and  obftru&ed  the  approach 
of  any  flipping.  This  third  en- 
terprize  was  alto  to  have  been 
conduced  by  commodore  Nelfon, 
through  whofe  adtivity  and  enter- 
prizing  difpotition  few  days  patted 
without  fome  equally  refolute  and 
well-concerted  endeavours  to  annoy 
the  enemy. 

It  had  appeared,  in  the  mean  t  ime, 
from  a  variety  of  intelligence,  that 
the  fituation  of  the  town  of  Santa 
Cruz,  in  the  ifiand  of  Teneriffe, 
was  fuch  as  authorifed  an  effort  to 
take  pofieffion  of  it.  Could  this 
have  been  effected,  it  certainly  muft 
have  proved  a  very  valuable  acqui¬ 
sition  :  fuch  being  the  general  opi¬ 
nion,  an  expedition  was  refolved 
upon  againft  this  celebrated  ifland. 
The  command  of  it  was  given  to 
admiral  Nelfon,  recently  promoted 
$0  that  rank,  who  arrived  at  the 
place  of  his  deftinatiqn  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  July,  and  immediately 
prepared  to  carry  his  orders  into 
execution.  His  force  confided  of 
four  fhips  of  the  line,  and  three  fri¬ 
gates.  As  he  intended  to  furprize  the 
enemy,  the  attack  was  deferred  till 
night.  At  eleven,  about  a  thoufand 
chofen  men  were  embarked  in  the 
boats  belonging  to  the  fquadron  : 
they  proceeded  without  being  dif- 
covered,  till  they  were  within  lefs 
than  gun  fhot  of  the  Mole,  .ft  retch - 
ing  from  the  town  into  the  lea. 
Their  approach  being  perceived, 
the  alafm-bells  were  rung,  and  a 
tremendous  fire  opened  upon  them 
from  all  the  batteries,  extending 
along  the  platforms  in  front  of  the 
town.  The  night  was  fo  dark,  that 
only  five  of  the  boats  could  find  the 
Mole.  A  body  of  five  .hundred 
men  was  ftationed  upon  it,  for  its 
defence.  Thefe  the  foldiers  and 
failors,  landing  from  the  boats,  at- 
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tacked  and  difperfed,  on  the  firft 
onfet:  but  fuch  a  fire  of  mufketry 
and  grape  fhot  was  kept  up  from 
the  citadel  and  houfes  at  the  head 
of  the  Mole,  that  they  could  not 
advance,  and  nearly  all  of  them  were 
either  killed  or  wounded.  This 
firft  divifion  was  commanded  by 
admiral  Nelfon,  in  perfon,  having 
under  him  captains  Bowen,  Thom- 
fon,  and  Freemantle.  The  boat  in 
which  was  captain  Bowen,  with 
a  chofen  part  of  his  fhips  company, 
never  reached  (he  Oiore :  it  was 
funk  by  a  cannon  fhot,  and  they  all 
peri fned.  The  Fox  cutter  was 
ioft  in  the  fame  manner,  with  nearly 
one  hundred  men. 

The  other  divifion,  under  the 
command  of  captains  Trowbridge, 
Hood,  Millar,  and  Waller,  landed 
at  the  fouth  of  the  citadel,  making 
their  way  through  a  raging  furf 
that  ftove  ail  their  boats,  and  wetted 
all  their  ammunition.  Notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  difficulties,  theypafted 
over  the  walls  and  batteries,  and 
penetrated  to  the  great  (qua re  of 
the  town,  where,  having  formed  to 
the  number  of  about  four  hundred 
men,  they  marched  towards  the 
citadel,  but  found  it  too  ftrong  for 
them  to  attack  with  any  hope  of 
fuceefs.  Captain  Trowbridge,  in 
the  mean  time,  was  informed,  by 
prifoners  taken,  that  there  were 
eight  thoufand  Spaniards,  aftifted 
by  a  hundred  French,  with  five 
field-pieces,  preparing  to  attack 
them.  Seeing  the  impoffibilitv  of 
receiving  aid  from  the  fhips/  he 
fent  captain  Hood  with  a  metfage 
to  the  Spanifh  governor,  that  if  he 
would  allow  him  freely  and  with¬ 
out  moleftation  to  embark  his  peo¬ 
ple,  and  furnifh  him  with  boats 
for  that  purpofe,  in  the  ftead  of 
thofe  that  had  been  ftoven,  the 
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fquadron  before  the  town  would 
not  moleft  it.  On  the  .governor's 
replying  to  this  meffage,  by  requi¬ 
ring  that  they  (lion Id  lurrender  pri- 
foners  of  war;  captain  Hood  an- 
fwered,  that  he  was  directed  to  tell 
him,  that  if  the  terms  he  had  pre¬ 
ferred 'were  not  inftantly  accepted, 
the  town  would  be  fired,  and  the 
Englifh  attack  the  Spaniards  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet.  On  this 
refolute  declaration,  the  governor 
thought  it  prudent  to  comply  with 
the  terms  offered  to  him,  and 
captain  Trowbridge  marched  with 
his  men,  colours  flying,  to  the 
head  of  the  Mole,  where  they  em¬ 
barked  in  their  remaining  boats, 
and  in  others  furnifhed  by  the  Spa¬ 
niards.  The  humane^and  generous 
behaviour  of  the  Spanifh  governor, 
Hon  Juan  Antonio  Gutturez,  on  this 
occafion,  well  deferves  to  be  com¬ 
memorated.  As  foon  as  the  terms 
■were  agreed  to,  he  directed  the 
wounded  Englifh  to  be  received 
into  the  hofpitals,  and  the  others 
to  be  fupplied  with  all  the  provi- 
lions  that  could  be  procured,  and 
gave  permiffion  to  the  fhips  to  fend 
afhore  and  purchafe  the  refrefh- 
ments  they  wanted,  while  they  re¬ 
mained  off  the  ifland. 

In  this  manner,  terminated  an 
unfortunate  expedition,  which  coft 
the  lives  of  numbers  of  the  braveft 
men  in  this  fquadron.  Among  the 
wounded  was  admiral  Nelfon,  who 
loft  his  right  arm.  Never  did  the 
policy  of  courts  exercile  a  feverer 
fway  over  the  real  interefts  of  na¬ 
tions,  than  when  the  Spanifh  nation, 
capable  ftill  of  the  nobleft  fenti- 
ments,  was  dragged,  againft  its 
will,  into  a  war  with  another  na¬ 
tion,  equally  generous,  and  alfo  its 
moft  natural  ally  and  friend.  The 
inojffeiiJave  manner  in  which  the 


Spaniards  waged  war  with  England* 
on  the  whole,  chiefly  by  manifeftoes 
and  military  preparations,  unequi¬ 
vocally  pointed  to  the  real  fource 
from  whence  their  declaration  of 
war,  againft  Britain,  fprung.  If  the 
Spanifh  admiral  had  not  been  fen- 
fible,  that  there  was  no  real  anirrio* 
flty  or  rancour  in  the  breads  of  his 
countrymen,  againft  the  Englifh, 
he  would  neither  have  dared,  nor 
been  inclined,  to  let  them  go  fo 
well  away. 

The  great  vi&ory  of  the  fourteenth 
of  February  had,  intirely,  difeoncert- 
ed  the  plan  of  operations  formed  by 
the  three  allied  powers.  The  hope 
of  uniting,  into  one  body,  the  fleets 
of  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  was 
now  fruftrated,  and  it  remained  for 
the  Batavian  republic  to  fecond 
the  defigns  of  the  French,  in  the 
mariner  they  had  propoled.  The 
naval  preparations  in  Holland  were 
extraordinary,  and  far  furpafted  any 
that  had  been  made  fince  the  grand 
alliances  againft  France,  at  the  clofe 
of  the  laft,  and  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent  century.  Though  not 
fo  numerous  as  the  Spanifh  fleet, 
lately  defeated,  it  was  incomparably 
better  manned.  Both  the  officers 
and  fliips  companies  were  excellent 
feamen,  and  no  doubt  was  enter¬ 
tained  that  the  con  toff,  between 
them  and  the  Englifh,  would  be 
extremely  ohftinate.  The  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  many  hard  fought 
battles  between  the  Englifh  and 
the  Dutch,  in  former  days,  and  of 
the  feveral  fucceffes  obtained  >by 
thefe  was  ftudioufly  revived  through¬ 
out  the  feveral  provinces.  Europe 
itfelf  was  difpofed  to  look  upon  the 
Dutch  as  more  formidable  rivals,  at 
fea,  to  the  Englifh  than  the  French, 
whofe  character  for  naval  fkill  and 
provvefs  was  decidedly  couftdered 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [99> 

t 


as  inferior  to  that  of  either  of  tiie  two 
Other  people.  But  a  cireumdance 
that  inclined  the  generality  to  think 
more  highly  of  the  Englith,  than 
of  the  Dutch,  was  the  number  of 
luccefsful  engagements  in  which 
the  former  had  recently  difplayed 
the  fuperiority  of  their  valour  and 
'experience.  They  had  now  waged 
a  three  years  active  and  vigorouswar, 
and  had  conftantly  been  victorious 
in  every  action.  The  Dutch,  on 
the  contrary,  had  remained  in  peace 
for  a  long  leries  of  years.  Except¬ 
ing  the  engagement  on  the  Dogger's 
Bank  in  1781,  they  had  met  with 
no  oceadon  to  exercrfe  their  marine, 
and  here  only  fixer  feven  (hips  of 
war  were  employed.  Laying  thefe 
circumftances  together,  it  appeared 
probable,  that  notwithstanding  the 
bravery  that  might  be  exerted  by 
the  fea-faring  natives  of  the  feven 
provinces.  Sill  they  would,  in  all 
likelihood,  prove  inadequate  to  thofe 
of  Great  Britain  in  the  arduous  trial 
that  was  approaching. 

The  Batavian  republic  had,  with 
uncommon  exertions,  and  vab  ex¬ 
pence,  fitted  out  an  armament,  dur¬ 
ing  the  eourfe  of  the  fummer,  the 
-  debination  of  which,  though  not 
precifely  afeertained,  was  imagined 
to  be  for  Ireland,  where  the  diL- 
con  tents  were  daily  increabng,  and 
the  inhabitants  feemed  ripe  for  in¬ 
direction.  This  armament  con¬ 
fided  of  four  (hips  of  feventy-four 
guns,  five  of  (ixty-eight,  two  of 
fixty-four,  and  four  of  fifty-fix.  They 
were  in  the  bed  condition,  com¬ 
pletely  manned,  and  provided  with 
every  requidte.  The  command  was 
given  to  admiral  De  Winter,  an 
officer  of  acknowledged  merit  in  his 
profeffion,  and  of  remarkable  in¬ 
trepidity.  His  principles  were 
notedly  republican.  He  had  em¬ 


braced  that  party  in  the  Civil  com¬ 
motions,  during  the  years  1786  and 
1787  ;  and  after  its  fuppreflion,  by 
the  interference  of  Pruffia,  he  had 
withdrawn  to  France,  where  he 
was  penboned,  and  met  with  mili¬ 
tary  preferment.  When  the  French 
invaded  Holland,  in  the  winter  of 
1795,  he  accompanied  them,  and 
was  appointed  to  fuperintend  the 
re-ehablifhment  of  their  marine, 
which  he  fonvarded  accordingly 
with  indefatigable  zeal. 

As  foon  as  the  equipment  of  the 
above  mentioned  fquadron  was  ef¬ 
fected,  the  Batavian  government, 
urged  by  importunities  of  the  French 
directory,  gave  orders  for  its  put¬ 
ting  immediately  to  fea.  The  in¬ 
tention  was  that  it  diould  proceed 
direCtly  to  Bred,  and  join  the  beet 
adembled  there  for  a  fecond  inva- 
don  of  Ireland.  A  body  oftruopsi 
was  embarked  on  the  Dutch  fquad¬ 
ron  for  this  purpofe,  but  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  the  Britidi  cruizers,  dation- 
ed  along  the  Dutch  coab,  prevent¬ 
ed  this  plan  from  being  carried  into 
execution.  They  watched  fo  nar¬ 
rowly  the  motions  of  the  enemy, 
that  it  was  found  impracticable  to 
venture  out  of  port,  without  rifking 
an  engagement  with  the  Britidi 
fquadron,  that  had  lain  on  the  coab 
of  Holland  during  the  fummer,  to 
block  up  the  Texel.  It  was  com¬ 
manded  by  admiral  Duncan,  a  ve¬ 
teran  officer  of  great  valour  and 
abilities.  He  was  at  this  time  in. 
Yarmouth  Roads,  redtting  his  (hips 
that  had  differed  from  the  late  tem- 
peduous  weather.  This  induced 
the  Batavian  government  to  direCt 
admiral  De  Winter  to  fail  with  all 
expedition,  hoping  that  he  might 
anticipate  the  return  of  admiral 
Duncan,  and  be  fo  far  on  his  way 
to  France,  that  it  ffiould  not  be 
[H  2]  podible 
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poflible  to  overtake  him.  But  their 
expectation  was  wholly  fruflrated. 
It  was  quickly  found  that  the  Bri- 
tilh  fqitadron  could  not  be  avoid¬ 
ed.  Determined,  however,  that  the 
honour  of  the  Batavian  flag  fhould 
not  hiflfer,  by  declining  a  contefl, 
they  ordered  their  admiral  to  put 
forthwith  to  tea,  notvvithflanding 
his  remonflrances,  and  to  rid  him 
of  all  incumbrance,  the  troops  on 
board  his  Fquadron  were  difem- 
barked.  As  foon  as  admiral  Duncan 
was  apprized,  by  the  fignals  of  his 
cruizers,  that  the  Dutch  were  out 
of  port,  he  failed,  with  all  fpeed, 
to  meet  them.  His  fquadron  was 
conipofed  of  fixteen  fliips  of  the 
line,  remarkably  well-conditioned, 
and  his  officers  and  men  were  in¬ 
ferior  to  none  in  the  Britifli  fer¬ 
ric  e. 

He  reached  the  coafl  of  Holland 
in  the:  evening  of  the  tenth  of  Oc¬ 
tober.  His  firft  care  was  to  flation 
his  fquadron  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  regain¬ 
ing  the  Texel.  On  the  morning  of 
the  eleventh  he  was  in  light  of  the 
Dutch  fquadron,  formed  in  a  line 
to  receive  him,  at  no  more  than 
nine  miles  di fiance  from  the  land, 
lying  between  Camperciown  and 
Egmont.  He  refolved,  immediately, 
to  break  through  the  enemy's  line, 
in  order  to  obflrutf  their  gelting 
nearer  to  the  ffiore.  This  was 
fpeedily  executed,  and  about  twelve 
o’clock  the  engagement  became  ge¬ 
neral,  every  thip  of  each  fquadron 
coming  to  adlion  with  its  opponent. 
Admiral  De  Winter,  perceiving  the 
intent  of  the  Britifh  admiral,  had 
thrown  out  the  fignal  to  unite  in 
cloth  order,  the  more  efle&ually  to 
oppofe  it ;  but  from  the  thicknefs 
of  the  fmoke,  it  was  laid,  his  fignals 
were  not  perceptible  to  all  the  fliips 
12 


of  his  fquadron,  and  only  feme  of 
fcourfe  complied  with  them.  As 
foon  as  the  Britifh  fquadron  hard 
pierced  through  the  enemy’s  line, 
a  clofe  a6lion  enfued,  wherein  ad¬ 
miral  Duncan’s  divifion  attacked 
the  van  of  the  Dutch,  and  admiral 
Onflow  the  rear.  The  fhip  mounted 
by  the  former  lay  near  three  hours 
a  long  fide  of  the  Dutch  admiral, 
De  Winter,  and  the  conflict  between 
thefe  two  brave  commanders  was, 
remarkably  obflinate,  and  deftruc- 
tive.  The  latter  did  not  flrike  his 
flag  till  all  his  mails  went  over¬ 
board;  half  of  his  crew  was  flain, 
or  wounded,  and  it  was  utterly 
impoffible  to  make  any  more  re¬ 
finance.  The  Dutch  vice-admiral 
yielded  to  admiral  Onflow,  after 
he  had  been  reduced  to  the  fame 
condition,  and  all  the  Dutch  fliips 
that  flruck,  had  defended  them- 
felves  with  equal  bravery,  be¬ 
ing  almoft  every  one  totally  dif- 
abled. 

It  was  about  four  in  the  after¬ 
noon  when  the  victory  was  clearly 
decided  in  favour  of  the  Britifh 
fquadron;  but  it  had,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  engagement,  drifted 
fo  near  to  the  land,  as  to  be  only 
five  miles  diftant,  and  in  no  more 
than  nine  fathoms  water.  The 
principal  object  of  attention  was* 
therefore,  to  prevent  the  fliips  from 
getting  into  the  fhallovvs,  which  was 
not  accompli  (lied  without  much  ex¬ 
ertion.  It  was  owing  to  this  eir- 
cumflance  alone  that  any  of  the 
Dutch  fquadron  efcaped.  No  fewer, 
however,  were  captured  than  eight 
fliips  of  the  line,  two  of  fifty-fix 
guns,  and  two  frigates.  The  lofs 
of  men,  on  both  tides,  in  this 
bloody  and  well-fought  battle,  was 
very  great.  In  the  Britifh  fquadron 
it  amounted  to  feven  hundred,  but 
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in  the  Dutch  to  twice  that  number. 
They  were  the  choieeft  of  their 
teamen.  The  vaft  diminution  of 
their  commercial  fhipping  had  en¬ 
abled  them  to  felect,  out  of  the  nu¬ 
merous  hands  difmiffed  from  the 
merchant  fervice,  the  very  belt  only 
that  offered. 

The  circumftance  which  may  be 
faid  to  have  laid  the  foundation  of 
this  victory,  and  which  does  equal 
honour  to  the  courage  and  tkili  of 
admiral  Duncan,  was,  his  running 
liis  fleet  between  the  enemy  and  a 
lee  fliore :  a  ftep  which,  we  be¬ 
lieve,  no  other  admiral  had  ever 
dared  to  take  before,  in  flmilar 
circumftances.  The  admiral’s  judge¬ 
ment,  in  clofing  the  conteft  in  pro¬ 
per  time,  and  in  extricating  his 
fleet  and  prizes  from  fo  difficult  a 
fltuation,  was  equal  to  his  boldnefs 
in  hazarding  fo  decifive  a  meafure. 
The  battle  was  fought  fo  near  the 
fliore  that  every  manoeuvre  might 
be  diftindtly  feen ;  and  the  whole 
coafl,  for  many  miles,  was  crowded 
with  thoufands  of  fpe6tators,  who 
had  the  mortification  of  obferving 
the  entire  deffrutlion  of  their  fleet, 
without  the  poffibility  of  affording 
it  any  relief. 

This  fplendid  victory  was  re¬ 
warded  by  the  moll  general  and 
lively  joy,  admiration,  and  grati¬ 
tude,  from  the  king  on  the  throne  to 
the  very  beggar  in  the  ftreet.  His 
merit,  it  was  obferved,  was  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  difficulties  he  was 
forced  to  encounter.  His  perfe- 
verance  had  been  tried  in  a  cold 
climate,  on  a  fformy  tea,  and  in  a 
conteft  with  a  hardy,  rugged,  and 
refolute  people.  But  there  was  an* 
other  circumftance  that  endeared 
admiral  Duncan  to  all  men,  and 
prepared  them  to  participate  in  his 
fortune.  He  was  not  only  a  brave 


and  tkilful  officer,  but  a  modefl,  re¬ 
ligious,  and  good  man,  and  had, 
lately,  had  occafion  to  fignalize  all 
thefe  qualities,  as  fliall,  by  and  by, 
be  related. 

This  proved  a  victory  of  the  moil; 
acknowledged  importance  to  Great 
Britain.  It  extingui  filed,  at  once, 
all  the  remaining  hopes  of  the 
French  to  make  that  impreffive  at¬ 
tempt  upon  Ireland,  from  which 
they  had  conceived  fuch  expecta¬ 
tions.  Nor  was  it  Ireland  alone 
on  which  they  had  built  the  roott 
decifive  projedts.  England  was  no 
lets  a  part,  if  it  was  not,  in  fact, 
the  principal  objedt  in  their  view, 
under  the  avowed  plan  of  carrying 
their  arms  into  the  After  kingdom. 
What  renders  this  furmife,  which 
was,  in  truth,  the  opinion  of  many, 
at  this  time,  not  in  the  leaf!  im¬ 
probable,  a  pamphlet  had  been 
written,  in  France,  under  the  auf- 
pices  of  t|ie  directory,  and  pub- 
liflied  by  their  orders,  which  had 
been,  during  the  fummer,  .circulated 
with  -uncommon  induflry.  It  was 
an  addrefs  to  the  French  nation  at 
large,  inviting,  and  exhorting,  it  to 
revenge  upon  the  Eiiglifh.  “  Eng¬ 
land,  the  directory  faid,  was  the 
richeft  country  in  the  world,  and 
they  would  give  it  up  to  the  French 
to  be  plundered  by  them.  You 
fhall  march,  faid  the  addrefs,  to  the 
capital  of  that  haughty  nation  ;  you 
fliall  feize  the  immenfe  heaps*  of 
gold  in  the  bank  of  London;  the 
prodigious  wealth  contained  in  their 
fliops,  their  warehoufes,  and  their 
magazines;  the  riches  contained  in 
their  gilded  palaces  and  their  {lately 
manflons ;  the  accumulations  of  pub¬ 
lic  and  private  property ;  the  trea¬ 
sures,  in  fliort,  of  every  i pec ies  that 
are  to  be  found  in  that  opulent 
country,  and  you  will  return  to 
[  H  3,J  France 
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France  loaded  with  the  fpoils  of 
the  Englifh.”  This  curious  addrefs 
concluded  by  a  (Turing  them,  that 
whatever  they  took  fhould  be  their 
own4  and  that  government  would 
require  no  participation  in  the 
plunder  of  England.  They  fhould 
be  fupplied  with  arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition  for  this  great  undertaking, 
and  with  veffels  to  carry  them 
over.  Once  landed,  they  would 
Toon  find  the  way  to  London,  and 
their  prowefs  would  atchieve  all 
the  reft. 

This  publication,  which  made 
much  noife  at  the  time,  was  very 
acceptable  to  the  mafs  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  whofe  hatred  to  the  Englifh 
has  always  been  notorious,  ancj 
numbers  had  actually  refolved  to 
join  an  expedition  of  this  nature ; 
but  the  fober-minded  ftrongly  con¬ 
demned  a  proclamation,  for  fuch  it 
was  in  reality,  calling  upon  men 
to  enter  upon  fo  frantic  an  under¬ 
taking,  as  that  of  one  nation  rifing 
in  a  body  to  plunder  another,  di¬ 
vided  from  it  by  the  Tea,  guarded 
by  fleets  that  had  vanquiftied  their 
own,  and  deftroyed  all  their  com¬ 
merce,  and  {hat  was,  at  the  fame 
time,  fuller  of  refolute  and  dis¬ 
ciplined  men  than  they  had  {hip¬ 
ping  enough  to  bring  over,  had  the 
project,  held  out  to  them,  exifted 
in  the  real  contemplation  of  their 
rulers. 

But  there  was  another  fcheme,  on 
Toot  at  this  time,  which,  though  by 
the  intelligent  world  efteemed  im¬ 
practicable,  did  not,  however,  carry 
the  appearance  of  fuch  extrava¬ 
gance  as  the  former.  This  was  to 
collect  as  large  an  army  as  they 
could  provide  (hips  to  tranfport  to 
this  country,  and  to  invade  it  at 
Several  places.  They  did  not  feem 
to  apprehend  much  obflrudtjon  to 


the  landing  of  this  army,  when  diS 
tributed  into  various  parts,  every 
one  of  which,  being  confiderable, 
would  require  an  adequate  force 
to  oppofe  it.  They  dwelt,  alfo* 
with  particular  confidence,  on  the 
fuperior  experience  and  foidierfhip 
of  the  men  that  would  be  empioy-r 
ed  in  an  enterprize  of  fuch  im¬ 
portance,  and  on .  the  ignorance  in 
practical  war  of  the  Englifh  fob 
diery,  whofe  native  courage  was 
not  fuperior  to  that  of  the  French* 
while  their  total  unacquaintance 
with  the  reality  of  thofe  feenes,  in 
the  reprefentation  of  which  they 
might  excel,  did  not  entitle  them  to, 
a  comparifon  with  veterans. 

Such  were  the  ideas  of  the  many 
individuals  in  France,  that  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  an  attempt  of  this  nature,  with 
no  fmall  degree  of  confidence.  The 
government  itfclfj  whether  of  their 
opinion,  or  with  a  view  to  create 
an  alarm  in  this  country,  formally 
gave  them  countenance.  Nume¬ 
rous  forces  were  colle6ted,  on  which 
was  beflowed  the  appellation  of  the 
army  of  England.  It  was  put  under 
the  command  of  Buonaparte  ;  and* 
it  was  not  doubted,  that  the  fame 
of  this  conqueror  of  Italy  would 
firike  the  Englifh  with  terror,  as  it 
had  done  fo  many  others,  and  that 
the  fame  fuccefs  would  attend  him 
which  he  had  eonftantiy  met  with, 
in  all  his  enterprises. 

It  was,  therefore,  a  great  mortifi¬ 
cation  to  the  directory,  to  fee  their 
principal  defign  rendered  abortive. 
The  means  of  executing  it,  were 
now  taken  out  of  their  hands,  as, 
without  a.  maritime  force,  it  were 
vain  to  attempt  an  attack  of  Eng¬ 
land.  They  had  certainly  incurred 
a  large  expence  in  preparations. 
The  troops  a  (Tern  bled  in  various 
parts  of  the  republic,  avowedly  for 
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this  purpofe,  formed  a  total  of  little 
lefs  than  one  hundred  thoufand  men, 
and  every  appearance  indicated, 
that  nothing  but  a  conviction  of  the 
unfurmountable  difficulties  attend¬ 
ing  it  would  put  a  hop  to  the  un¬ 
dertaking.  The  directory  faw  thefe: 
but,  unwilling  to  di'courage  the 
multitude,  by  acknowledging  that 
the  two  great  victories,  gained' by 
admiral  Jervis  and  Duncan,  had 
wholly  dilconcerted  their  projects, 
they  hill  continued  to  wear  the 
femblance  of  a  determination  to  per¬ 
il  h,  at  all  hazards,  in  a  fixed  refolve 
to  try  the  drength  of  the  Englifh, 
in  England  itfeif.  Such  were  the 
words  of  the  directory,  and  of  their 
fupporters,  both  in  and  out  of  the 
councils.  Arguments,  for  the  pn> 
bability  of  fuceefs,  were  copioufly 
drawn  from  the  fources  of  ancient 
and  modern  hiliory :  but  they  af¬ 
forded  nothing  convincing  to  judi¬ 
cious  obfervers  s  as  the  refemblances 
of  times  and  circumhances  were  far 
from  appohte,  no  hrict  inferences 
could  be  drawn,  and  only  conjec¬ 
tures  formed,  according,  as  ufual, 
with  the  willies  of  thole  who  made 
them.  The  warmth  of  the  French, 
in  defcribing  the  multifarious  means 
they  would  employ  to  compals  the 
great  point  of  landing,  was  contrad- 
ed  with  the  coolnefs  of  the  Englifh, 
in  allowing  its  feafibility,  but  in 
urging,  at  the  fame  time,  the  pro¬ 
bability,  or  rather,  the  certainty  of 
no  force  being  put  alhore,  that 
would  not  have  to  encounter  one 
much  greater,  and  better  provided. 
The  circumfcance  of  being  inexpe¬ 
rienced,  lo  much  in  Tided  on  by 
the  French,  was  held  frivolous  by 
the  Englifli,  when  they  recolle&ed 
how  well  the  French  themfelves  had 
behaved,  in  the  campaign  of  1792, 
notwithdanding  that  they  were  in 


the  fame  predicament  in  which  they 
reprelented  the  Englifn,  very  few 
of  their  troops,  at  that  time,  having 
ever  feen  actual fervice.  They  would 
not  furely  have  the  vanity  to  think, 
the  Englifh  their  inferiors  in  bodily 
drength  and  activity,  nor  pollefied 
of  lefs  aptitude  to  acquire  the 
knowledge  of  military  dilcipline  and 
tactics. 

But  felting  thefe  particular  con- 
d derations  aiide,  Europe  was  tho¬ 
roughly  perluaded,  that  unlefs France, 
could  recover  a  greater  degree  of 
maritime  drength,  than  that  to  which 
it  was  now  reduced,  all  its  attempts 
to  invade  this  country  would  either 
be  frudraied,  or,  in  the  iffiie  of  a 
debarkation,  terminate  in  the  defeat 
and  capture  of  thofe  troops  that 
might  venture  to  land,  either  fa¬ 
voured  by  the  cafualties  of  weather, 
or  by  the  abfence  of  thofe  numerous 
fhips  of  war  that  guarded  the  Britifli 
coad,  but  of  which  the  vigilance 
could  not,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
extend  to  every  acc edible  part. 
Thefe  landings,  m  the  mean  time, 
could  only  fucceed  through  dealth  5 
the  moment  they  were  effected, 
the  lliips  of  war,  and  tranfports, 
mud,  of  neceffity,  make  off  with 
the  utmod  precipitation,  led  they 
ftiould  be  difcovered,  and  captured; 
a  fate  which  they  would  hardly 
ever  efcape.  Thus  cut  off  from 
communication,  and  fupplies,  their 
troops,  alhore,  could  not  fail  to  un¬ 
dergo  a  dmilar  dediny. 

It  was,  therefore,  with  great  rea-p 
fon,  that  the  public,  in  Great  Bri-? 
tain,  tedified  their  exultation  at  the 
triumphs  obtained  by  the  Brililh 
navy,  and  expreded  their  contempt 
for  the  endeavours  of  the  French 
to  lelfen  their  importance,  and  to 
magnify  their  own  capacity,  to  exe¬ 
cute  their  defigns  againft  this  coun¬ 
ts  H  4  ]  ‘  try. 
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try,  in  defiance  of  its  navai  fupe- 
riority.  To  the  fenfe  of  the  nation, 
and  the  univerfal  applaufe  bellowed 
upon  admiral  Duncan  for  tlie  emi¬ 
nent  fervice  rendered  to  it  by  his 
great  victory,  on  the  eleventh  of 
October,  the  government  added  that 
remuneration  which  he  fo  amply 
deferved.  He  was  raifed  to  the 
dignity  of  the  peerage,  and  the 
title  of  vilcount  Camperdon  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him,  from  that  town 
on  the  Dutch  fhore,  in  fight  of 
which  the  fleet  of  the  Batavian 
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republic  had  received  fo  fignal  a 
defeat. 

The  people  of  the  Seven  Pro¬ 
vinces  now  experienced,  more  than 
ever,  the  calamities  brought  upon 
them  by  their  jundiion  with  France,, 
or  rather  by  their  fubjedtion  to  that 
ambitious  power,  which  they  had 
been  rightly  forewarned  would  com¬ 
pel  them  to  become  the  inftruments 
of  its  views,  as  foon  as  they  fhould 
be  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be  obliged 
to  depend  on  its  good  faith  and  pr$« 
iedtiorn 
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CHAP.  VIII 


Meeting  of  Parliament . — His  Majefys  Speech.— Debates  on  the  Jddrefs 
in  the  Iloufe  of  Lords. — And  in  the  Hoiife  of  Commons. — French  Invafion 
threatened. — Meafures  propofed  by  the  Mvnijler,  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Country  . — Debates  thereon  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. — Bills  for  aug- 
menting  the  Militia,  Army,  and  Navy,  pajfed  ir, to  Laws.— "BUI  pajfed 
into  a  Law  for  raifing  a  Militia  in  Scotland* 


ON  the  fixth  of  Oaober,  1796, 
his  Britannic  majefty  addreffed 
a  new  parliament  on  the  ftate  of 
the  nation,  in  both  its  external  and 
internal  relations,  and  the  corref- 
pondent  meafures  of  his  govern¬ 
ment.  He  told  them,  that  he  had 
omitted  no  endeavours  for  felting 
on  foot  negociations  to  reftore  peace 
to  Europe,  and  to  fecure,  for  the 
future,  the  general  tranquillity.  But 
nothing,  he  obferved,  could  con¬ 
tribute  fo  effectually  to  this  end,  as 
to  manifeft  that  we  poffeis  both  the 
determination  and  refources  to  op- 
pofe,  with  encreafed  activity  and 
energy,  the  farther  efforts  with 
which  we  may  have  to  contend. 
This  was  peculiarly  neceflary  at 
a  moment  when  the  enemy  had 
openly  manifefted  the  intention  of 
attempting  a  defcent  on  thefe  king¬ 
doms.  The  flourifhing  hate  and 
profperous  exertions  of  the  navy 
were  next  noticed,  and  our  mili¬ 
tary  operations  in  the  aft  and 
Weft  Indies,  which  had  been  highly 
honourable  to  the  Britifh  arms. 
Speaking  of  the  fortune  of  the  war 
on  the  continent,  his  majefty  took 


an  opportunity,  with  the  mo  ft 
perfect  propriety,  to  pay  a  public 
tribute  of  praife  to  the  archduke 
Charles,  under  whofe  aufpicious 
condudt  fuch  a  turn  had  lately  been 
given  to  .the  courfe  of  the  war  as 
might  infpire  a  well-grounded  con¬ 
fidence,  that  the  final  refult  of  thn 
campaign  would  prove  more  dif* 
aftrous  to  the  enemy  than  its  com¬ 
mencement  and  progrefs,  for  a  time, 
were  favourable  to  their  hopes. 
With  regard  to  the  apparently  hof- 
tile  difpofttions  and  conduct  of  the 
court,  of  Madrid,  the  final  refult  of 
thefe  was  yet  uncertain.  His  ma¬ 
jefty  proceeded  to  notice  the  flourifli- 
ing  ftate  of  the  commerce,  manufac¬ 
tures,  and  revenue  of  this  country ; 
the  profpeCt  of  returning  plenty; 
the  repreftion  of  anarchy  and  con- 
fufton  ;  and  the  continuance  of  the 
public  tranquillity.  An  addrefs  fo 
his  majefty,  in  anlvver  to  the  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  was  moved  by  the 
Earl  of  Bathurft,  who,  after  cuf- 
tomary  apologies  for  himfelf,  and 
forne  obfervations  on  the  import¬ 
ance  of  the  fubjeCt  on  which  he 
was  about  to  offer  a  motion  to  their 

lordfhips. 
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lordfhips,  proceeded  to  make  a 
comment,  in  illufiration  and  com¬ 
mendation  of  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  and  concluded  with  moving 
an  add  refs,  aflenfing,  entirely,  to 
the  fentiments  expreffed  by.  his  ma~  . 
jelly,  and  returning  thanks  for  his 
gracious  communications. 

The  earl  of  Upper  Ofl'ory,  who 
feconded  the  addrefs,  commented, 
alfo,  with  much  commendation,  on 
the  fpeech  from  the  throne.  He 
expreffed  a  hope  that,  a  peace,  if 
it  could  be  obtained,  would  not  be 
partial,  but  comprehend  in  it  the 
honour  and  fecurity  of  our  allies. 

If  it  could  not  be  obtained,  this  he 
conceived  would  be  owing  rather 
to  the  haughtinefs  of  the  enemy 
than  to  any  want  of  moderation 
on  our  part;  and  the  failure  of  the 
.negotiation  would,  at  lead,  have 
the  good  effefit  of  uniting  us  all  in 
one  effort  to  compel  them,  bv  force 
of  arms,  to  fubmit  to  reafonable 
terms.  His  lordfhip  was  full  and 
animated  in  his  praife  of  the  arch¬ 
duke  Charles.  Oil  the  conduct  of 
another  power  (Spain)  he  was  not 
able  to  pronounce  a  panegyric ;  but 
as  be  hardly  knew  the  relation  in 
which  we  flood  to  that  power,  he 
deemed  it  prudent,  at  prefent,  to  be 
filent. 

The  earl  Fitzwill'am  recalled 
to  their  lordfhips  mind  how  warm 
an  advocate  he  had  been  for  the 
war  from  its  commencement,  from 
an  opinion  of  its  neceffity ;  an  opi¬ 
nion  in  which  he  was  now,  by  a 
long  feries  of  events,  more  and 
more  confirmed.  The  original  de¬ 
signs  of  the  enemy,  tended  to 
the  definition  of  every  fpecies 
of  government,  and  the  total  fub- 
verhon  of  fociety.  He  bad  trulled 
that  he  fhould  not  have  heard  a 
w®rd  of  negociation,  like  that  which 
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had  been  mentioned,  and  was  fur- 
prized  to  find  fuch  expreflions  uled 
as  were  common  at  the  end  of  an 
ordinary  war.  Finding  the  addrefs, 
propofed  by  the  noble  earl,  re¬ 
echoed  to  the  crown,  only  vague 
and  loofe  expreflions  concerning 
that  negociation,  without  the  leafl 
attention  to  the  grand  principle  on 
which  the  war  was  begun,  be  was 
conftrained  to  declare  that  he  fhould 
ftand  in  oppofition  to  it,  for  he  felt 
it  impoffible  to  give  it  his  concur¬ 
rence.  The  great  object  of  the  war 
was  the  reftoration  of  order,  not 
with  regard  to  the  internal  mode 
of  government,  which  the  enemy 
might  chufe  to  adopt,  but  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  influence  of  their  ex¬ 
ternal  defigns ;  for,  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  war,  their  in^ 
ternal  fyflem  of  government  was 
not  more  dangerous  than  the  pre-? 
fent,  but  the  influence  of  their 
opinions  and  defigns,  externally, 
was  terrific.  To  reftore  order,  to 
defend  the  civilized  Hates  of  Europe 
againfl  the  dangers  that  threatened 
them,  to  protect  perfons  and  pro¬ 
perty  from  a  fatal  devastation,  and 
fupprefs  the  tendency  of  innovating 
and  pernicious  do&rines,  were  the 
oflenfible  objects  of  the  war.  Upon 
thefe  principles  their  lordfhips  had 
engaged  in  the  war,  and  upon  thefe 
principles,  they  had  fupported  it. 
What  then  was  the  nature  and  the 
purport  of  the  propofed  addrefs  ? 
Why,  it  was  neither  more  nor  lefs 
than  a  recommendation  to  his  ma- 
jefly  to  acknowledge  and  approve 
that  fyflem  he  had  formerly  repro¬ 
bated  and  op po feci.  If  there  were 
any  wifdom  in  negociating  now, 
the  fame  wifdom  fbould  have  been 
manifefled  four  years  ago,  for  he 
defied  any  man  to  look  back  and 
fay,  that  tjie  fame  caufes  which 
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i  pxffted  then,  and  proved  the  necef- 
j  til y  of  the  war,  did  not  exid  now. 

The  fyftem  of  fubvcrfion  of  every 
|  acknowledged  principle  and  ebah- 
lidied  inftitution  continued  dill  to 
|  predominate.  The  wifdom  of  the 
fird  meafures,  which  were  adopted 
I  to  op  pole  this  dangerous  evil  he 
had  always  approved,  and  experi¬ 
ence  had  confirmed.  What  then 
Was  there  now,  in  the  afpect  of 
public  affairs,  to  require  a  deviation 
from  a  condudt  famdioned  by  policy, 
and  j abided  by  events?  Was  the 
fyftem  which  had  rouxed  our  atten¬ 
tion,  and  demanded  our  exertions, 
now  extinct?  Or,  was  it  dili  the 
rule,  by  which  the  conduct  of  the 
enemy  was  directed?  Their  lord¬ 
fhips  ought  to  compare  the  views 
of  France,  at  that  period,  with  the 
plans  which  they  prof'ecuted  now. 
The  great  and  powerful  govern¬ 
ments  of  Europe  were  not  the  hrb 
who  were  attacked  by  the  fpirit 
of  aggredion  with  which  the  enemy 
were  actuated,  but  the  inferior  and 
feeble  dates  had  felt  their  over¬ 
bearing  influence,  and  their  fub-* 
verbve  authority,  Such  inftances 
announced  their  intention,  and  fuc- 
cefs  vvas  to  afford  the  means  of 
extending  the  application  of  their 
principles.  Now  we  might  obferve 
the  prevalence  of  the  fame  difpo? 
dtions.  They  were  avowed  in 
repeated  proclamations,  in  which 
their  determinations  to  overturn  the 
ebablifhed  order  of  the  countries,  to 
which  they  could  dldtate,  was  re¬ 
newed.  It  was  not  their  arms  which 
we  had  to  dread,  but  the  fyftem  by 
which  their  fiiccefs  was  accompa¬ 
nied.  He  begged  their  lordfhips 
to  condder  the  indance  of  Sardinia. 
No  fooner  was  the  king  of  Sardinia 
compelled  to  fubmit  to  accept  a 
peace  from  France*  than  if  was 
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fucceeded  by  their  interference  in 
the  internal  adminibration  of  his 
government.  They  infilled  upon 
his  reboring  to  their  liberty,  and  to 
their  effects,  all  the  perfons  who 
had  been  condemned  to  imprifon* 
ment,  or  to  penalties,  for  the  pro* 
pagation  of  their  anarchical  doc¬ 
trines.  At  Rome  they  had  figna* 
lized  their  triumph,  by  imped  fig  the 
fame  degrading  conditions.  Were 
their  lordfhips  prepared  to  fubmit 
to  fuch  indignities?  Would  they 
act  even  fo  as  to  invite  fuch  did 
graceful  interference  ?  Would  they 
endure  the  badge  of  diforder,  which 
the  king  of  Prudia  had  allowed 
in  his  dominions?  In  Berlin  the 
dandard  of  infurreCtion  was  reared, 
the  national  cockade  was  worne  to 
attract  partisans,  and  propagate  the 
principles,  of  which  it  was  the 
emblem.  And  were  their  iordfhipp 
prepared  to  allow  the  national 
cockade  to  be  worne  in  this  country 
by  every  man  whom  the  French 
directory  might  chufe  to  condder  as 
a  Frenchman  ?  By  arms  alone  thefe 
attempts,  and  thefe  ditgraces,  are 
to  be  redded. 

Lord  Fitz william,  having  thus  re¬ 
minded  their  lordfhips  of  the  princi¬ 
ples  on  which  the  war  was  under¬ 
taking,  of  the  meafures  which  were 
fird  adopted,  and  of  the  un  dim  ini  fix¬ 
ed  neceflity  for  the  profecution  of 
thefe,  in  order  to  attain  the  great 
ends  of  general  fecurity  ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  alfo  mentioned  the  conduct  of 
the  Britifh  forces,  on  which  his  ma- 
jedy’sfpeech  had  bedowed  the  bed- 
deferved  praife ;  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  the  infertion  of  what 
follows  :  "  That  this  houfe,  ftrongly 
imp  reded  with  the  juftice  and  ne¬ 
ceflity  of  the  prefen t  war,  carried 
on  for  the  maintenance  of  civil  and 
moral  order  in  the  world,  and  for 

lecuring 
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fecuririg  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe,  and  the  independence  of 
all  ftates,  will  continue  to  give  his 
majefty  a  vigorous  fupport,  in  af¬ 
ford  ng  the  general  caufe  of  his 
majefty,  and  his  allies,  and  for  pre¬ 
ferring  the  good  faith,  dignity,  and 
honour,  of  the  crown ;  in  full  aft 
lurance,  that  no  fteps  will  be  taken 
inconiiftent  with  thefe  principles, 
or  with  the  future  fafety  and  proft 
perity  of  theie  kingdoms;  and  fhould 
the  apparently  hoftile  difpofitions  of 
the  court  of  Madrid,  inftigated  by 
the  intrigues  and  menaces  of  the 
common  enemy,  put  his  majefty 
under  the  .  neceftitv  of  repelling 
force  by  force,  his  majefty  may  rely 
on  the  determination  of  tins  houle 
to  give  his  majefty  the  in  oft  ample 
fupport  in  defending,  again  ft  every 
aggreftion,  the  dignity,  rights,  and 
interefts,  of  the  Britifo  empire." 

The  earl  of  Guildford,  though  he 
did  not  oppofe  the  addrefs,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  felt  great  pleafure  in 
being  able  moft  cordially  to  agree 
with  what  had  been  lo  ably  moved  by 
bis  noble  friend,  neverthelefs  found 
it  neceftary  for  him  to  make  a  few 
obfervations  on  the  fubjech  The 
leading  feature  of  the  addrefs,  as 
bad  been  juftly  obferved,  was  to 
“  return  thanks  to  his  majefty  for 
his  moft  gracious  information,  that 
be  would  immediately  fend  a  perfon 
to  Paris,  with  full  powers  to  treat, 
and  that  it  was  his  majefty^s  moft 
anxious  with,  that  the  meafure 
might  lead  to  a  general  reftoration 
of  peace."  If  a  fafe,  honourable, 
and  permanent,  peace  could  now 
be  obtained,  he  would  tit  down 
contented  with  ail  the  obloquy  and 
abufe  which  had  been  fo  plentifully 
heaped  upon  himfelf,  and  thofe  with 
whom  he  had  the  honour  to  aft  for 
the  laft  three  years.  The  atchieve- 


ments  of  the  archduke  Charles,  he 
laid,  were  noble  and  fplendid  in  the 
extreme,  and,  he  ftrmly  believedr 
they  had  been  the  means  of  faving 
the  houfe  of  Anftria,  and  the  whole 
of  the  Germanic  body,  from  a  ftate 
of  the  greateft  humiliation.  If  thefe 
fortunate  atchievements  tliould  ope¬ 
rate,  as  he  hoped  they  would,  to 
ferve  as  an  advantageous  means  of 
cool,  temperate,  and  rational,  ne- 
gociation,  they  ought  to  be  con- 
ftdered  as  omens  of  great  happinefs 
to  us  and  our  ailv  ;  if,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  fo  on  Id  have  the  fatal 
tendency  of  reviving  the  inaufpft 
cious  Lopes  formerly  entertained, 
and  caule  the  parties  to  rife  in  their 
demands,  lo  as  to  be  the  means  of 
prolonging  this  raiferable  and  un¬ 
availing  conteft,  then  they  would, 
and  ought  to,  he  looked  upon  as 
evils  and  misfortunes  of  the  deepeft 
dye  ;  and  he  was  afraid  they  would 
be  felt  as  fuch,  not  only  by  people 
ol  the  prelent  day,  but  by  their 
pofterity,  for  a  length  of  time  to 
come.  His  lordtlftp  then  laid,  there 
was  one  part  ot  what  was  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  addrefs,  as  well  as  in  the 
fpeech  of  the  noble  mover,  which 
he  could  not  fuffer  to  pals  without 
making  a  comment;  it  was  this; 
“  That  the  internal  tranquillity  of 
the  kingdom  had  remained  undifturb- 
ed,  and  the  endeavours  of  perfons 
to  introduce  anarchy  had  been  re- 
preffod,  by  the  wifdom  and  energy 
of  the  laws."  It  was  very  true, 
his  lordftiip  faid,  that  the  tranquil¬ 
lity  of  the  kingdom  had  remained 
undifturbed ;  and  it  was  with  the 
greateft  pleafure  he  could  give  his 
teftimony  to  this  truth.  He  be¬ 
lieved  alfo,  that  this  had  been  owing 
to  the  love  and  reverence  the  peo¬ 
ple  entertained  for  the  laws  of  their 
country ;  but  if,  by  “  the  wifdom 

and 
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and  energy  of  the  laws,”  an  allufion 
was  intended  to  be  made  to  two 
extraordinary  bills  which  had  been 
pafied  in  the  laft  feffion  of  the  lad 
parliament,  he  believed  the  ill u (ion 
would  be,  indeed,  unfounded;  it 
was  tranquillity,  in  his  opinion,  not 
at  all  to  be  attributed  to  tuch  a 
caufe ;  he  was  convinced  it  was 
quite  the  contrary  :  thole  bills  were 
held  in  abhorrence  by  the  people, 
but  who,  at  the  lame  time,  held  in 
the  highefl  refpedt  the  wifdom  and 
energy  of  the  known  conftitutional 
common  law  of  the  land.  The 
noble  earl  then  faid,  that,*  conceiv¬ 
ing  a  peace  to  be  the  greatelt 
Lleffing  this  country  could  at  pre¬ 
fen  t  wifli,  he  had  readily  and  cor¬ 
dially  come  forward  in  lupport  of 
the  prefent  addrefs ;  but  he  begged 
their  lordthips  would  underhand, 
that  by  fo  doing,  he  did  not  mean 
to  preclude  himlelf  from  the  right 
he  had  to  inquire,  at  any  future 
period,  into  the  caufes  which  had 
been  the  original  occafion  of  the 
prefent  calamitous  conteft,  and  the  - 
conduct  of  thofe  who  had  been  the 
means  of  plunging  us  into  it.  Thefe 
were  the  fubjeehs  of  the  fir  ft  mag¬ 
nitude,  and  would  hereafter  demand 
the  ftriclefi  and  moil  minute  in* 
veftigation  ;  and,  having  thus  made 
thefe  obfervations  and  refervations, 
he  would  no  longer  trefpals  on  the 
time  of  the  houie,  but  immediately 
conclude,  by  giving  his  hearty  con¬ 
currence  to  the  motion  for  the  ad¬ 
drefs. 

Lord  Grenville  forbore  to  enter 
at  large  into  any  argument  on  ail 
the  points  on  which  the  earl  of  Guild¬ 
ford  had  exprefied  a  difference  of 
opinion ;  on  two  only  he  would  make 
a  very  few  obfervations.  Alluding 
to  what  had  fallen  from  his  lord fh ip 
concerning  that  part  of  the  fpeech 


F  EUROPE.  [109 

from  the  throne,  which  afcribed  the 
internal  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom 
to  the  wifdom  and  energy  of  the 
laws,”  he  faid,  that,  partial  or  con¬ 
ditional  agreement  was  a  tribute 
which  he  was  as  little  accuftomed 
as  defirous  to  receive  from  any  man; 
yet  certainly  every  perfon  was 
at  liberty  to  indulge  and  exprefs 
his  own  opinion.  For  his  own 
part,  he  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that; 
the  bills,  pafied  laft  lefiion,  had 
contributed  very  greatly  to  .reprefs 
the  fpirit  of  anarchy,  and  had,  there¬ 
fore,  tended  highly  towards  the  pre¬ 
fer  vat  ion  of  the  public  and  internal 
tranquillity.  Fie  retained  all  the 
opinions  he  had  formerly  entertained 
on  the  fubject,  and  experience  had 
only  ferved  to  confirm  their  pro¬ 
priety  and  juftice.  As  for  the 
threatened  inquiry  into  the  caufes 
of  the  war,  and  the  conduct  of  thofe 
who.  had  the  management  of  it,  he, 
for  one,  wa*  ready  to  meet  the  trial, 
and  to  take  his  full  fhare  of  refpon- 
fibility  for  all  its  cofiiequences, 

A  noble  earl  had  hated  it  as  in- 
confifteni  with  the  principles  on 
which  the  war  was  undertaken,  to 
treat  with  any  other  government  m 
France  than  a  monarchy.  That  the 
exiftence  of  a  republic  in  Franca 
was  an  infufierable  bar  fo  negocia- 
tion,  and  that  monarchy  was  indil- 
penfible,  was  a  calumny  which  his 
majefty’s  minillers  had  everv  fea km 
found  it  necefiary  to  contradict. 
They  had  exprefied,  what  they  hill 
believed,  that  the  befi  ifiue  to  the 
conteft  would  be,  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  monarchy  in  Fiance,  yet 
they  had  never  pledged  lhemfelvec> 
much  lefs  the  parliament,,  to  an 
opinion  fo  wild  and  extravagant, 
as,  that,  without  the  attainment  of 
this  object,  there  was  no  hope  or 
pollibility  of  peace.  It  was  jome- 

what 
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what  ftmnge,  in  the  noble  earl,  to 
infer,  from  the  opening  of  a  negoci- 
ation,  that  the  worft  terms  would 
be  concluded.  He  faw  nothing  in 
the  hate  of  this  country  that  tliould 
lead  us  to  embrace  any  other  than 
juft,  honourable,  and  fafe,  conditions 
of  peace. 

The  earl  of  Abingdon  fpoke 
againft  the  addrefs,  particularly 
again  ft  what  referred  to  the  two 
odious  bills,  paffed  in  the  laft  feftionof 
parliament.  The  people  of  England 
poftefled  rights  which  were  not  de¬ 
rived  either  from  king,  lords,  or  com¬ 
mons  ;  and  which  neither  king,  lords, 
nor  commons,  could  take  away. 

The  earl  Fitzwilliam  faid,  that 
though  he  never  had  afferted  that 
minifters  made  the  reftoration  of 
monarchy  in  France,  a  fine  qua  ?wn 
towards  making  peace,  yet  he 
thought,  that,  while  they  encouraged 
and  engaged  thofe,  from  whofe  ef¬ 
forts  the  reftoration  of  monarchy 
was  to  be  expected  ;  this  was,  in 
fa6t,  implied,  as  the  with,  intention, 
and  objetVofthe  Britith  councils. 

Lord  Grenville  .afferted,  again, 
that  miniftry  had  never  (aid  that 
the  formation  of  any  government  in 
France  would  preclude  them  from 
negociatirjg  for  peace,  when  an  op¬ 
portunity  occurred  that  they  thought 
would  be  favourable  to  the  interefts 
of  this  country. 

The  motion  for  the  addrefs  then 
patted  in  the  affirmative. 

A  proteft  againft  this  vote  was 
entered  in  the  journals,  by  the 
earl  Fitzwilliam ;  to  which,  as  it 
breathes  the  genuine  fpirit  firft 
rouzed,  and,  perhaps,  ftiil  actuated 
to  a  greater  extent  than  was  ac- 

,  o 

Jmowledged  by  the  Britilb  govern¬ 
ment,  we  have  given  a  place  among 
the  State  Papers  in  vol.  xxxviii. 

The  addrefs  to  his  majefty  was 


moved,  itl  the  houfe  of  commons*, 
by  the  lord  vifcount  Morpeth.  His 
lordfhip,  after  apologizing  for  bis 
inexperience  in  public  freaking* 
and  ex  prefling  his  hope  that  he 
fhould  experience  the  indulgence 
of  the  houfe  on  the  pfefent  occafion/ 
faid,  that 'he  confldered  it  as  incum¬ 
bent  on  thofe,  who  had  the  honour 
of  a  feat  in  that  houfe,  to  come  for¬ 
ward,  as  foon  as  poflible,  to  give 
their  opinions  on  public  affairs.  He 
trufted  that  the  fentiments  avowed 
in  his  male  fly’s  fpeeeh  Would  tend 
to  reconcile  that  variety  and  op- 
pofttion  of  fentiment  which  had 
hitherto  fubfifted ;  for,  whatever 
opinions  might  be  entertained  re^ 
fpecting  the  origin  of  the  war,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
conduced,  it  muft  give  them  fatis- 
faction  to  concur  in  a  motion  that 
had  for  its  ohjedt  an  honourable 
peace.  Thofe  who  thought  that 
this  war  was  juft  and  neceflary  in 
its  commencement,  and  neceflary  in 
its  continuance,- and  unavoidable  in 
its  continuance,  muff  rejoice  that 
the  period  is  arrived  in  which 
there  exifted  a  French  government 
of  fitch  liability  and  permanence 
that  might  be  treated  with  lately. 
He  hoped,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
we  fhould  not  neglect  to  employ 
our  refources  in  fuch  manner  as  to 
fhew,  that,  while  we  are  delirous  of 
peace,  we  are  neverthelefs  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  continue  the  eonteft.  He 
proceed  to  juftify  the  fpeeeh  from 
the  throne  in  all  its  potitions :  the 
flourilhirig  ftate  of  our  trade  and 
commerce,  the  valour  of  our  fleets 
and  armies,  our  dominion  at  fea,  the 
bravery  of  our  Auftrian  allies,  the 
wife  and  heroic  conduct  of  the 
archduke  Charles,  and  our  internal 
tranquillity.  His  lordfhip  concluded 
his  fpeeeh  with  a  motion  for  an  ad- 
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drefs  to  his  majefty,  for  his  mofi  gra¬ 
cious  fpeech  from  the  throne.  The 
addrefs  correfponded,  as  ufual,  to  the 
fpeech,  which  it  intirely  approved. 

This  motion  wras  feconded  by 
fir  W.  Lowther,  who  was  unwill¬ 
ing  to  trefpafs  on  the  time  and 
attention  of  the  houfe,  by  going 
over  the  fame  grounds  that  had  been 
fo  ably  di  feu  (fed  by  lord  Morpeth. 
He  would  only  fay  a  word  or  two 
on  one  point:  the  internal  fituation 
of  this  country.  If  the  perfons  now 
exerciftng  the  powers  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  France  were  ferioufly  in¬ 
clined  for  peace,  he  was  fully  per- 
fuaded  that  it  would  be  obtained. 
But  no  time,  he  obferved,  was  more 
cordial  than  that  period  which  had 
preceded  the  negociation.  He 
begged  the  houfe  to  confider  that 
nothing  could  impede  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  peace  fo  much  as  their 
own  internal  diftenfions;  he  traded, 
therefore,  that  there  would  be  none. 
He  would  no  longer  detain  the 
houfe,  but  give  bis  voice  to  fecond 
the  motion  for  the  addrefs.  This 
being  read  by  the  fpeaker, 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  up,  and  faid,  that  if 
he  were  to  give  a  filent  vote  on  the 
motion  w7hich  had  juft  been  made, 
bis  coududt  might  be  iubjedl  to  mif- 
conftrudtion.  “  The  ftriking  fea¬ 
ture  of  his  majefty ’s  fpeech,  faid 
Mr.  Fox,  is,  that  his  majefty  has  at 
length  been  advifed  to  do  what  it 
has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  advile  his 
majefty’s  minifters  to  do  repeatedly 
for  the  laft  three  years ;  namely,  to 
open  a  negociation  for  peace.  Of 
that  ftriking  feature  I  moft  cordially 
and  highly  approve.  I  cannot  for¬ 
get  how  often  I  have  advifed  this 
meafure,  nor  how  often,  without 
fuccefs,  I  have  prefted  it  upon  mi¬ 
nifters.  But,  however  I  may  la¬ 
ment  that  the  advice  was  wot  taken. 
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before  a  hundred  millions  of  money 
was  fpent,  and  thousands  of  lives 
devoted  to  the  cruel  conteft,  yet, 
now  that  it  has  been  followed,  it 
muft  draw  from  me,  my  warmeft  ap¬ 
probation.  He  who  thought  that 
the  war  was  originally  unnecefiary, 
and  that  every  moment  ft  nee  its 
commencement  was  a  proper  mo¬ 
ment  for  commencing  a  negociation 
for  peace,  cannot  object  to  the  mea>- 
fure  which  his  majefty  has  announc¬ 
ed,  that  he  has  been  advifed  to,  take 
in  the  prefent  moment. 

I  will  not  fay  one  Word  about  the 
particular  and  the  fit  time  for  fuch  a 
meafure,  all  times  appearing  to  me 
to  be  equally  wile  and  fal'utary  for 
endeavouring  to  reftore  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  the  bleffings  of  peace.  Nor 
will  I  recollect,  much  lefs  retalKate, 
the  perfonal  invedlives  that  -were 
thrown  againft  rnyfelf;  that  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  negoclate  with  fuch  a  peo¬ 
ple,  was  to  lay  his  majeftv's  crown 
at  their  feet,  and  that  jt  was  a  de¬ 
gradation  of  the  honour  and  dig¬ 
nity  of  Great  Britain,  that  to  pro- 
pofe  to  open  a  negociation  was  in 
fact  to  fue  for  peace,  and  fuch  con¬ 
duct  was  neither  dignified  nor  po¬ 
litical.  Such  was  the  language  of 
the  laft  parliament,  and  fuch  was 
the  animadverfton  made  on  the  ad* 
vice  which  I  then  gave.  I  will  con¬ 
tent  rnyfelf  with  repeating  what  I 
then  faid,  that  to  propole  a  nego¬ 
ciation  is  not  to  fue  for  peace.”  It 
is  at  every  moment  dignified  and 
proper  to  drive  to  reftore  the  bleft 
lings  of  peace;  and  it  is  certainty 
one  thing,  to  propofe  a  negociation 
in  which  terrps  are  to  be  fairly  and 
manfully  difeufled;  and  another,  to 
fue  to  your  enemy  for  peace.  He 
who  objects  to  this  diftindtioi^  is  not 
animated  by  that  feeling  which 
ought  over  to  be  uppermoft  in  the 
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mind  of  a  ftatefman;  an  anxious 
deh re  of  fhortening  the  calamity  of 
war,  and  of  paving  the  way,  by  every 
pra&icable  means,  to  that  defirable 
end.  He  ought  ever,  therefore,  to 
make  it  manifeft  in  his  conduct,  that 
no  career  of  conqueft,  and  no  re- 
verfe  of  fortune,  can  divert  him 
from  that  tingle  objedt — a  negocia- 
tiVm  for  peace,  in  preference  to  any 
other  objedt.  I  repeat,  therefore, 
that  I  moft  perfectly  and  entirely 
approve  of  the  prefent  meafure, 
arivi  fnajl  not  now  mix  my  affent  to 
that  part  of  the  addrefs  with  any 
obfervalion  on  tlie  tardy  and  pro¬ 
tracted  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
at  length  refolved  upon.  And  thus 
approvingof  the  principal  feature  of 
the  addrefs,  I  am  extremely  unwill¬ 
ing  oppofe  any  other  part  of  it, 
and  with  that  it  had  been  fb  worded 
as  to  have  engaged  the  perfedt  una¬ 
nimity  of  the  whole  houfe.  There 
are  fome  expreffions,  however,  of 
which  I  mutt  take  notice,  and  I  thall 
do  fb  rather  with  the  intention  of  ex¬ 
plaining  the  vote  which  I  fhali  give, 
Than  ot  moving  any  refolutions  upon 
them.  And  firth,  in  the  very  open¬ 
ing  of  the  fpeech,  there  is  an  ex- 
prefiion  that  his  majefty  has  <(  ufed 
every  endeavour  to  open  a  negoci- 
tion now,  unlcfs  by  thefe  words, 
*r  every  endeavour'”  it  is  meant  to 
fay  that  every  endeayour  has  been 
u!ed  fince  the  clofe  of  the  la  ft  par¬ 
liament,  we  ought  not  to  agree  to 
the  exprefTion ;  for  undoubtedly 
minifters  cannot  expect  that  gentle¬ 
men  who,  like  rnyfelf,  objedled  fo 
frequently  to  their  rfefufal  to  exert 
any  effort  at  all,  fhould  now  acqui- 
efce  in  any  aflertiori,  that  they  had 
ufed  every  endeavour  to  bring 
about  a  negociation.  Unlefs,  there- 
/ore,  it  is  meant  to  allude  to  the  en¬ 
deavours  which  his  majefty  has 
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made  fince  the  clofe  of  the  laft  par¬ 
liament,  endeavours  which  I  am 
ready  to  take  upon  truft,  I  defire 
that  it  may  be  clearly  underftood 
that  I  am  not  to  be  precluded,  bymy 
vote  this  night,  from  animadverting 
upon  his  majefty^s  minifters,  for  their 
former  want  of  endeavours  to  bring 
about  a  negociation  for  peace. 
IhertTis  much  that  deferves  praife 
in  the  conftruction  of  the  prefent 
fpeech.  Minifters  have  omitted  the 
words  to  which  they  have  been  fo 
biggoted  heretofore,  of  the  war  hav¬ 
ing  been  undertaken  for  “  the  caufe 
of  religion,  humanity,  and  focial  or¬ 
der,”  words  calculated  only  to  inflame 
and  to  exafperate  the  two  nations 
again  ft  each  other,  and  to  fet  the  pro¬ 
bability  of  peaceatagreaterdiftance; 
neither  have  they  come  forward 
with  their  conftant  and  unfounded 
pbrafe,  “  that  the  war  was  necef- 
fary.”  They  have  acted  wifely  in 
thus  abftaining  from  intemperate 
language;  for  lurely,  at  a  time  when 
they  were  about  to  negociate  for  a 
peace,  it  would  have  been  peculi- 
arly  ill-judged  and  unfeafonable  to 
have  made  ufe  of  language  repul- 
five  and  bitter  to  the  people  with 
whom  you  had  to  treat;  nor  would 
it  have  been  wife  to  introduce  words 
calculated  to  prevent  unanimity  in 
this  houfe,  upon  the  courfe  which 
his  majefty  has  been  (lowly  advifed 
to  purfue;  for,  about  the  neceffity  of 
the  war,  and  all  the  jargon  of  epi¬ 
thets  that  have  been  applied  to 
it,  there  mu  ft  always  continue  to  be 
fundamental  difference  of  opinion. 

There  are  other  parts  of  the 
fpeech,  which,  perhaps,  demand  a 
little  explanation,  and  which,  if  we 
pafs  over  for  the  time,  it  is  to 
be  underftood,  that  I  am  left  at  full 
liberty  to  inquire  and  to  queftidn'' 
the  aftertions  hereafter.  Such  is  (lie 
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declaration  of  the  flourifhing  ftate 
of  our  manufactures,  trade,  and 
commerce.  I  mutt  take  this  upon 
truth ;  I  cannot  object  to  a  fa6t,  the 
proofs  of  which  1  have  not  before 
me.  We  fliall  foon  have  the  means 
of  knowing,  upon  better  authority 
than  mere  atfertion,  the  ftate  of  the 
country;  and  I  trult  it  will  turn 
out  to  be  profperous  and  flourifhing. 
Our  agreeing  to  the  affertion,  in  the 
mean  time,  mil  ft  not  be  conftrued 
to  preclude  u's  from  inquiry,  much 
lefs  to  involve  our  affent.  When  1 
I  hear,  he  faid,  that,  by  the  flou- 
n  filing  ftate  of  our  manufactures, 
trade,  and  commerce,  our  refources 
are  ample  and  fufticient  for  the  crifis 
in  which  we  are  involved,  I  mult 
hefttate  in  giving  credit  to  an  after- 
tion  which  is  fo  little  fupported  by 
the  public  appearance  of  things. 
I  muft  think,  when  1  look  at  the 
price  of  the  general  funds  of  the 
country,  the  ftate  of  the  transfer  ru¬ 
ble  fecurities  of  government,  the 
monftrous  difeounts  on  the  enormous 
quantities  of  paper  they  have  iftued, 
together  with  the  daily  conferences, 
of  which  we  hear,  for  relieving  the 
pecuniary  embarrafments  of  trade, 
I  conclude  that  the  ftate  of  our  re¬ 
fources  is  lefs  favourable  than  his 
majefty’s  minifters  would  make  us 
believe.”  With  that  part  of  the 
addrefs,  which  rejoices  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  tranquillity  of  the  country, 
Mr.  Fox  heartily  concurred;  as  tran¬ 
quillity,  he  laid,  is  always  a  deftra- 
ble  thing.  But  againft  the  infinua- 
tiqn,  that  this  tranquillity  wras  owing 
to  the  two  degrading,  abominable, 
and  abhorred  aCts,  palled  in  the  laft 
fefiion  of  laft  parliament,  he  entered 
his  molt  folemn  proteft  “  No!  faid  he, 
it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  fuch  laws 
to  produce  tranquillity.  They  may, 
indeed,  produce  a  forced  quiet; 
Vol.  XXXIX. 


but  this  I  eonftder  as  a  real  alarm. 
Where  difcullion  is  ftifled,  and  men 
are  condemned  to  brood  in  fecret 
6ver  the  grievances  which  they  feel ; 
fuch  a  tranquillity  is  more  alarming 
than  tumult.  It  is  a  tranquillity 
which  every  man  who  loves  free¬ 
dom  ought  to  fee  with  pain,  and 
every  man  who  loves  order  to  con- 
tefnplate  with  terror.  To  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  ancient  conftitution 
alone  I  aferibe  that  undifturbed  tran¬ 
quillity  which  the  conftitution  has 
enjoyed.  Let  me  then,  fir,  be  clearly 
underftood,  that  I  do  not  join  in 
this  inftnuation  of  praife,  on  thole 
abominable  laws.  Much  as  I  with 
for  a  general  approbation  of  an  en¬ 
deavour  to  procure  peace  to  this 
country,  I  fhould  think  it  purchafed 
at  too  dear  a  rate  if  coupled  with 
the  approbation  of  thofe  abhorred 
laws.  I  am  one  who  think  that 
the  whole  lyftem  of  the  war  has 
been  a  faulty  fyftem;  that  the  fyl- 
tem  of  domeftic  politics  has  been 
equally  faulty;  I  muft,  therefore,  be; 
of  opinion,  that  whatever  the  refult 
of  the  negociations  may  be,  it  will 
ftill  be  the  duty  of  this  houfe  to  re- 
conflder  the  general  fyftem  of  poli¬ 
tics  adopted  of  late  years,  and  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  poftibie  to  go  on  if  tha^ 
fyftem  be  perfevered  in.  Peace  is 
certainly  the  great  objeft;  it  is  pre¬ 
ferable  to  any  fingleobjedl  of  policy ; 
but  whether  peace  will  be  effe6fual, 
if  there  be  no  change  in  domeftic 
politics,  may  be  a  matter  of  doubt, 
That  peace,  however,  will  be  bene¬ 
ficial,  whatever  may  be  the  fyftem 
purfued,  I  am  ready  to  affert.  If  the 
lyftem  continue  to  be  a  bad  one, 
peace  willdiminifh  the  calamities  of 
it ;  if  it  be  amended,  peace  will  aug¬ 
ment  the  benefits  of  it.  At  ail 
events,  peace  muft  be  defirable.  In 
one  cafe  it  will  be  a  palliative ;  in 
[  I  3  W  the 
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the  other  it  will  be  a  remedy;  but 
in  both  cafes  it  cannot  but  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  good,  and,  therefore,  it 
fhall  have  my  warmed  fupport. 
The  noble  lord,  who  moved  the  ad- 
drefs  with  fo  mueh  credit,  as  to 
judify  the  houfe  in  entertaining  the 
molt  prom i ling  expectations  of  him, 
and  the  noble  lord  well  knows  that 
it  mult  at  all  times  afford  me  pecu¬ 
liar  pleasure  to  hear  him  didinguifh 
himfelf  as  he  has  done  this  evening: 
■—The  noble  lord,  I  fay,  went  a  lit¬ 
tle  farther  than  the  fpeech ;  and, 
fpeaking  of  the  proper  period  for 
negociation,  faid,  that  the  prefen t 
government  of  France,  polTeffiftg 
liability,  poffeding  fecurity,  was  a 
proper  government  to  negOciate 
with.  If  you  treat  with  a  power, 
you  ought  to  fpeak  with  refpeCt  of 
that  power.  It  is,  therefore,  that 
I  approve  of  the  noble  lord’s  fen- 
titnents;  for  it  muff  have  druck 
him,  as  it  mull;  hr  ike  every  fenli- 
ble  perfon,  that  if  you  mean  to  ne- 
gociate  with  tire  French  govern¬ 
ment,  you  ought  to  fpeak  with  re- 
ipeCt  and  civility  of  the  executive 
directory.  I  with  that  fomething more 
of  this  kind  had  been  introduced  in 
the  fpeech  and  the  addrefs.  1  do  not 
mean  to  fay,  it  was  neceflafy  to 
Tate  the'  dabilify  and  fecurity  of. the 
prefent  government  of  France  ;  but 
after  all  the  jealoulies  and  perfonali- 
ties  that  have  been  entertained,  I 
ihould  have  expeCted  that  his  rna- 
jedy  would  have  told  us  to  whom 
he  was  fending  a  perfon ;  and,  if  not 
to  what  government,  at  lead  to 
what  country  !  I  Ihould  have  ex¬ 
pected,  that  if  in  our  differences 
With  Holland,  his  majefly  had  fent 
a  perfon  on  a  mifiion  to  the  Hague, 
he  would  have  made  mention  of 
the  ilates-gendral.  I  did  expect, 
therefore,  that  he  would,  in  this 
v£fe,  have  told  us,  that  he  meant  to 


fend  a  perfon  to  the  executive  di¬ 
rectory  of  the  French  republic.  I 
perceive  gentlemen  on  the  other 
tide  of  the  houfe  laugh  at  this  ex-* 
predion.  Are  the  members  of  the 
executive  directory  fo  obfeure  in, 
Europe,  that  if  they  had  not  been 
named,  we  fhould  not  Have  known 
to  whom  we  had  been  fending  a 
perfon?  It  is  on  this  account  that  T 
thought  the  fentiment,  expreffed  by 
the  noble  lord,  reflecting  the  pre¬ 
fent  government  of  France,  a  proof 
of  his  good  fenfe.  I  know  it  may 
be  faid,  that  men  are  apt  to  be  te¬ 
nacious  of  their  own  opinions;  thafe 
I  have  carried  the  opinions,  which  I 
expreffed  in  the  American  war,  into 
this  war;  and  that,  as  in  the  former 
indance,  I  lupported  the  recogni¬ 
tion  of  American  independence,  I 
have,  in  the  latter,  fupported  the 
recognition  of  the  French  republic. 
This  may  be  the  cafe;  but  I  mud, 
contend,  that  it  is  agreeable  to 
common  fenfe,  that  when  you  enter 
into  a  negociation,  there  may  he 
points  which  are  not  of  a  nature  to 
be~4nfided  upon  by  the  power  nego- 
ciated  with,  but  which  are  calcu¬ 
lated  to  conciliate  edeera,  or,  if 
you  will,  to  gratify  the  pride  of  fuch 
a  power :  that  the  executive  di¬ 
rectory  are  in  fuch  a  dtuation,  as  to 
have  their  pride  hurt  by  the  omidion 
of  fuch  points,  I  do  not  believe  ; 
but  if  I  were  negociating  with  any 
gentleman,  I  fhould  certainly  take 
care  not  to  do  any  thing  that  might 
leeni  to  be  a  purpofed  omidion,  or  a. 
eaPing  in  queftion  of  any  of  the 
titles  and  dignities,  by  which  fuch 
gentleman  was  didinguifhed.  If 
ihefe  things  were  omitted  in  the 
fpeech,  from  mere  inadvertency,  1 
Ibali  be  extremely  glad  to  find  that 
there  is  no  other  caufe.  But  they  are 
material  in  another  point  of  view. 
That  the  negociation  may  be  fucqcfP- 
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fill,  I  ft  nee  rely  hope;  but,  if  unfor¬ 
tunately  it  (liould  not  be  iuccefsful, 
much  would  have  been  gained  by 
an  attention  to  thefe  things  ;  they 
would  have  ferved  to  have  con¬ 
vinced  the  people  that  the  nature  of 
the  con  left  was  changed,  and  that 
all  ideas  of  rctloring  the  old  govern- 
ment  of  France,  or  of  interfering 
in  the  internal  affairs  of  France, 
had  been  abandoned.  I  am  fure 
that  this  would  have  produced  the 
greateft  advantages,  on  the  fuppo- 
lition  that  the  war  was  to  be  pro¬ 
longed:  upon  this  fubjedl,  however, 
I  do  not  mean  to  prels  any  altera¬ 
tion  in  the  addfefs;  becaufe,  if  omit¬ 
ted  by  accident,  I  will  not  thwart 
the  profecution  of  the  main  object 
by  my  remark  :  they  might  refufe 
my  amendment,  though  convinced 
of  their  own  error,  from  an  unvvil- 
lingnefs  to  be  fo  corrected,  and  this 
is  not  the  moment  in  which  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  throw  any  thing  that 
may  be  continued  into  a  check  upon 
their  conduct.  It  is  my  with  to 
leave  them  full  powers ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  I  mention  the  circumdance 
without  meaning  to  move  any  a- 
mendment  in  confequence  of  it. 
On  the  fubject  of  the  dtuation  of 
this  country,  with  refpedt  to  Spain, 
I  fhall  fay  nothing;  becaufe  his  ma- 
jefty  lias  informed  us,  that  he  is  not 
yet  enabled  te  acquaint  us  with  the 
iffue  of  the  difeuffions  that  have 
been  entered  info  with  that  power. 
Mini  tiers  fay  that  they  have  been 
forbearing I  hope  it  will  be  proved 
fo.  I  hope  too  that  the  countrv 
will  learn,  by  the  fevere  leflon  which 
the  American  war,  and  the  prefent 
war,  have  afforded  them,  that  mo¬ 
deration  and  forbearance  are  the 
mod  fitting  dharaCteridics  of  a  great 
nation,  and  the  mod  confident  with 
true  magnanimity,  I  own  I  was 


fanguine  enough  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  American  war  had  taught  them 

*  T  .  n  ° 

experience — i  was  mi  (taken  :  a  le- 
cond  lefion  of  adverfity  was  necef- 
fary:  a  fecond  leffon  they  have  had, 
and  I  truff  it  will  prove  effectual. 
On  the  differences  with  Spain,  I 
dial  I  as  1  have  before  dated,  fay  no¬ 
thing  :  it  is  not  now  the  period  to 
look  back  ;  a  re  fro 'peel  mud  come, 
but  not  at  prefent  :  yet  the  very 
apprehendon  of  a  War  with  Spain 
affords  a  proof  of  the  fliort- lighted- 
hefs  of  human  wifdom.  At  the 
time  when  we  entered  into  the  war, 
Spain  and  Pruffia  were  our  firmed 
allies.  Now,  however,  we  are  to 
expeCt,  that  if  the  war  be  conti¬ 
nued,  we  are  to  have  an  enemy  in 
Spain.  Of  Pruffia  I  hear  nothing; 
but  I  may  at  lead  fuppofe  that  we 
have  no  real  on  to  expebt  any  great 
affidance  from,  that  power.  It  has 
been  faid,  that  experience  may  be 
bought  too  dear:  as  we  have  paid 
fo  dear  a  price  for  it,  let  us  at  lead 
have  the  benefit  of  it,  and  let  us  go 
to  negociation  with  moderation  and 
forbearance.  Of  the  terms  of  peace 
I  purpofely  avoid  faying  any  thing. 
I  know  the  refources  of  the  country 
to  be  dill  great;  and,  fure  I  am, 
that  if  the  people  are  convinced, 
that  the  ambition  of  France  renders 
it  neceffary  to  employ  force,  and  to 
continue  the  war,  fhofe  refources 
will  be  afforded  with  the  ntmoff 
readinefs.  What  are  likely  to  be 
the  terms  of  peace,  I  will  not  even 
conjecture  :  what  hitherto  has  been 
done,  can  only  be  confidered  as  an 
overture  towards  that  defirable  ob¬ 
ject;  but  I  have  no  difficulty  inlaying, 
that  we  ought  to  negotiate  in  the 
fpirit  of  great  moderation.  By  the 
ipirit  of  great  moderation,  I  do  not 
mean  that  we  fhall  accept  degra¬ 
ding  terms;  but  I  will  not  hefdate 
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in  faying,  that  I  fnould  be  inclined 
to  find  left  fault  with  terms  that 
may  be  faulty  on  this  fide  of  mode¬ 
ration,  than  faulty  from  a  contrary 
principle,  and  from  too  great  haugh- 
tinefs.  With  regard  to  the  Auftrian 
victories,  which  make  a  topic  of 
animated  exultation  in  his  majefly’s 
fpeech,  it  may  certainly  be  right  to 
rejoice  in  the  gallantry  they  have 
difplaycd,  and  the  laurels  they  have 
recently  acquired.  No  man  ad¬ 
mires  their  great  military  exertions 
more  than  I  do ;  but  let  it  be  re¬ 
collected,  that  we  are  tailed  upon 
to  rejoice  on  their  having  recovered 
only  a  part  of  what  was  loft  in  this 
campaign,  and  it  is  not  becaufe 
they  have  reaped  fuccefies,  calcu¬ 
lated  to  obtain  what  minitiers 
themfelves  originally  Hated  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  war  to  be,  but  becaufe 
they  have  faved  the  houfe  of  Auf- 
tria  from  the  utter  definition  with 
which  it  was  threatened.  While  we 
rejoice,  I  prefume  we  can  hardly 
flatter  ourfelves  that  the  Auftrians 
are  likely  to  recover  all  that  they 
have  loft  in  the  pretent  campaign, 
much  Iefs  what  they  have  loft  in  all 
the  campaigns  that  are  paft ;  and  even 
this,  fir,  muft  furnith  a  new  fubjedl 
for  reflection,  which  the  atchieve- 
ments  of  our  navy  ft  ill  farther  ftrive  to 
corroborate.  The  atchievements  of 
that  navy  have  been  brilliant  and 
glorious  :  at  no  former  period  have 
they  difplayed  greater  gallantry, 
and  never,  perhaps,  equal  /kill.  No 
eulogiums  can  be  too  high  for  their 
merits.  Yet,  after  all  this,  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  peace  which  we  are  defi- 
rous  to  obtain,  and  the  utmoft  we  can 
expet,  is,  that  it  fliall  be  folid  and 
of  permanent  duration.  This,  I 
believe,  is  as  high  a  character  as  it 
is  likely  to  deferve.  Then,  what 
muft  be  the  fort  of  conflict  in  which 


we  are  engaged;  in  which,  after  3 
four  years  fuccefsful  exertion  of  all 
the  (kill,  and  all  the  valour  of  ous 
navy,  in  which  they  have  invariably 
conquered  and  carried  the  flag  of 
England  triumphant  to  every  quarter 
of  the  world;  all  our  efforts  cannot 
produce  to  us  a  peace  either  brilli¬ 
ant  or  glorious,  but  we  muft  content 
ourfelves  with  hoping  for  a  peace 
that  may  be  folid  and  permanent? 
Muft  we  not  own  that  there  was 
fomething  in  the  caufe  in  which  we 
are  engaged  radically  defective,  that 
palfies  our  efforts,  and  difappointg 
our  ftrength  ?  that  there  is  fomething 
which  demands  from  the  common 
fenfe  and  the  prudence  of  English¬ 
men,  a  ftrit  and  a  rigorous  invefti- 
gationfthat  we  may  difcover  what  this 
fomething  is,  not  merely  to  retrieve 
the  prefent  calamity,  but  guard  our 
offspring  againft  the  error  in  future  ? 
A  day  will  come  for  fuch  a  queftion ; 
and  I  give  my  aflent  to  the  prefent 
addrefs,  without  moving  any  amend¬ 
ment  upon  the  points  of  which  I  do 
not  cordially  approve,  becaufe,  when 
the  day  of  fuch  a  difcuffion  does 
come,  I  fliall  have  an  opportunity 
to  make  the  observations  that  I  think 
it  important  for  the  houfe  to  enter¬ 
tain  upon  thofe  points.  No  great 
diftance  of  time  fliall  elapfe  before 
I  fliall  think  it  my  duty  to  bring  this 
matter  before  you  ;  ftnce  I  think  it 
of  the  moft  effential  importance  to 
the  well-being  of  the  country,  and 
to  the  true  fupport  and  dignity  of 
his  majefty’s  crown,  that  an  inquiry 
info  all  the  caufes  which  had 
brought  the  nation  into  the  prelent 
condition,  and  produced  the  calami¬ 
ties  of  the  prefent  war,  fliould  be 
infti  Luted,  for  thepurpofe  of advifing 
his  majefty  to  make  a  fundamental 
change  in  the  fyftem  upon  which 
we  have  lately  added,  both  with 
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with  regard  to  foreign  and  domeflic 
policy.  When  this  day  foall  come, 
and  I  foal  I  move  the  houfe  upon  this 
great  and  conflitutional  fubjett,  I 
thou  Id  not  like  to  be  told  that  I  have 
precluded  myfelf  from  the  difcuffion 
of  thefe  topics,  and  font  myfelf  up 
from  inquiring  not  merely  into  the 
caufes,  but  the  conduct  of  the  war, 
as  well  as  into  the  nature  of  our  do¬ 
meflic  misfortunes,  by  the  affent 
which  I  had  given  to  the  addrefs  of 
of  this  day.  For  this  reafon,  hr,  I 
have  thought  it  necelfary  to  fay  fo 
much,  and  with  this  referve  for  a 
future  day  of  difcuffion,  I  do  not 
oppofe  the  addrefs  to  his  majeliy 
upon  his  Ipeech  from  the  throne. 

By  this  fpeech  of  Mr.  Fox,  which 
appeared  to  have  made  feme  im- 
preffion  on  the  houfe,  the  chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer, 

Mr.  Pitt,  was  called  up  to  reply : 
but  he  confined  his  remarks  chiefly 
to  the  only  great  and  fubflantia! 
queftion,  on  which  the  addrefs  ex- 
prefled  an  opinion,  and  on  which, 
it  was  matter  of  pride  and  fatis fac¬ 
tion,  that,  at  fo  critical  a  moment, 
there  fhould  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  that  houfe.  The  lleps, 
indeed,  which  his  majefty  had  taken 
for  negotiation,  were  in  themfelves 
fo  unexceptionable,  and  fo  well  cal¬ 
culated  for  the  end  in  view,  that 
they  muff  command  affent  and  ap- 
plaufe  from  every  man,  who  re¬ 
tained  the  fmalleft  regard  for  the 
interefts  and  honour  of  his  coun¬ 
try.  What  had  hitherto  been  done 
amounted  only,  as  had  been  fairly 
dated  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  to  an 
overture  for  peace  This,  however, 
held  out  a  chance  of  peace,  if  the 
enemy  were  difpofed  to  accede 
to  it  on  juft  and  honourable  terms; 
if  not,  we  fhould  unmafk  them  in 
the  eyes  of  Europe ;  expofe  the 


injuft  ice  of  their  policy,  with  their 
infatiable  third  for  agg ran d i fe m en t ; 
and,  if  no  other  advantage  were 
gained,  at  leaf!  be  able  to  put  to 
the  proof  the  fincerity  of  the  pledge 
which  had  that  day  been  given, 
that,  if  the  enemy  were  not  difpofed 
to  accede  to  peace,  on  juft  and  rea- 
fonable  terms,  the  war  would  be 
fupported  by  the  unanimous  voice, 
and  the  collected  force  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  If  this  unanimity  were  not 
founded  merely  on  the  pleafm’g 
found  of  peace,  but  were  the  re- 
ffilt  of  national  reflection,  founded 
on  a  careful  confideration  of  the 
fituation  of  the  country,  and  pre¬ 
pared  to  meet  every  conjuncture, 
it  could  not  be  too  highly  prized. 
We  ought  not  to  lofe  fight  of  thole 
means  of  exertion,  which  we  yet 
poflefled.  We  ought  to  compare 
our  condition  with  that  of  the  ene¬ 
my  ;  and  the  amount  of  our  acqui- 
fttions,  witli  the  Ioffes  of  our  allies  : 
and  ought  to  eftimate  the  extent 
of  thofe  famifices,  which,  under 
all  thefe  circum fiances,  it  might 
be  fitting  for  us  to  make,  for  the  re- 
ftoiation  of  peace.  ]  he  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman  had  reprooated  t ho  two 
preventive  laws  that  had  been  palled 
in  the  iaft  parliament,  and  had.re- 
fufed  to  fubferibe  to  any  conftruc- 
tion  of  that  part  of  tiie  fpeech, 
foould  include  thefe,  amongft  the 
means  which  had  fecured  tranquil¬ 
lity.  He,  on  the  contrary,  was  of 
opinion,  that  exclulively  of  the 
influence  of  thefe  laws,  the  peace 
of  the  country  could  not  have  been 
maintained  ;  nor  could  he  fuffer  re¬ 
proach  to  fall  on  the  iaft  parliament, 
who  difplayed  their  wifdom  and 
energy  in  providing  a  remedy  fuited 
to  the  alarming  enfls.  If  there 
fhould  be  any  ambiguity  in  the  ad¬ 
drefs  refpeding  them,  it  was,  be- 
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e  a  life  they  were  fo  confident  with 
the  fpirit  of  the  conditution,  fo 
blended  with  our  fyftem  of  jurif- 
prudence,  fo  congenial  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  former  times,  and  to  con- 
formable  to  the  letter  of  former 
ads,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  make 
any  difcriminatiop.  They  had  been 
palled  in  a  moment  of  turbulence 
and  alarm,  and  had  been  found  ad¬ 
mirably  calculated  to  meet  the 
emergency  of  the  time.  With 
regard  to  the  a  fie rt  ion.,  that  endea¬ 
vours  for  procuring  peace  had  been 
made  only  of  late  ;  an  endeavour 
depended  on  a  variety  of  cireum- 
ftances,  fuch  as  the  relative  date 
of  parties,  the  number  of  allies 
with  whom  we  might  be  engaged 
to  get,  -the  attention  we  paid  to 
their  interefts,  and  the  concert  we 
wifhed  to  preferve  with  them  :  and 
this  truth,  he  faid,  was  abundantly 
sufficient  to  humble  the  triumph  of 
the  honourable  gentleman,  who 
had  afferted,  that  we  were  at  lad 
come  to  the  period  which  he  had 
at  fird  pointed  out,  and  were  only 
now  adopting  thofe  meafures,  which, 
had  we  lidened  to  him,  might  have 
been  adopted  long  ago.  Might  not 
a  period  of  four  years  have  produced 
many  events  to  juftify  a  material 
change  of  policy,  and  to  render 
meafures  wife  and  expedient  now, 
which  would  not  have  been  fo  at 
another  time  ?  As  to  the  quedion 
of  our  refources,  they  furniftied  a 
fubjedt  of  well  grounded  confidence. 
They  had  nothing  in  them  hollow 
or  del u five ;  they  were  the  refult 
of  an  accumulated  capital,  increaf- 
ing  capital,  high  and  edabliffied 
credit;  the  fruits  of  fair  exertion, 
laudable  ingenuity,  and  fuccefsful 
induftry.  They  had  been  produced 
under  a  fydem  or  order  and  juft  ice, 
whilft  we  had  been  contending 
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againd  a  country  in  every  refpedt 
the  reverfe  of  the  picture:  whild 
the  violence  of  France  had  been 
over-running  fo  great  a  portion  of 
Europe,  and  carrying  defolation  in  its' 
progrefs,  we  had  been  enabled,  by 
our  naval  exertions,  to  counterba¬ 
lance  their  fucceffies,  by  acquisitions 
in  different  parts  of  the  globe,  and 
to  preface  the  way  for  the  reftora- 
tion  of  peace  to  our  allies,  on  terms, 
wffiich  even  their  drength  might 
have  been  infufficient  to  procure. 

If,  indeed,-  we  cad  our  eves  over 

J 

the  geographical  {filiation  of  the 
feat  ot  the  war,  we  fhould  certainly 
be  forced  to  admit,  that  the  emperor 
had  not  regained,  by  his  victories, 
all  that  he  had  lod ;  but  did  we 
count  for  nothing  the  defirudtion  of 
thofe  armies,  by  whom  all  previous 
fucceffes  of  the  enemy  had  been 
atchieved  ?  Did  we  count  for  no¬ 
thing  the  glorious  tedimony  which 
had  been  exhibited  to  mankind, 
that  difciplined  \  alour  finally  mud 
triumph  over  thofe  principles  which 
the  war  was  undertaken  to  oppofe, 
and  which  owed  all  their  extraor¬ 
dinary  fuccefies,  to  the  violence  in 
which  they  originated,  and  the  ex- 
cedes  with  which  they  were  accom¬ 
panied  ?  A  memorable  warning 
had  been  afforded,  by  thofe  foreign 
powers,  who,  in  oppofition  to  their 
true  interefis,  had  courted  the  al¬ 
liance  ot  that  enemy,  and  expected 
to  find  fecurity  in  difgraceful  tran¬ 
quillity  :  recent  events  had  ferved 
alfo  to  exculpate  thofe  who  had 
been  calumniated,  as  defirous  to 
embrace  their  principles  and  receive 
their  laws ;  and  in  Germany  they 
had  left  behind  them  nothing  but 
the  memory  of  wrongs,  and  the 
feelings  of  refentment.  Germany 
had  furniftied  a  linking  indance  of 
fortitude  and  perfeverance.  He 
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tufted,  that  thefe  were  virtues 
which  our  country  had  not  to  learn. 
England  had  never  (hewn  itfelf  de- 

^  #o  _ 

ncient  In  firmnefs  and  magnanimity; 
it  was  unrivalled  in  refource,  it  was 
foremoft  in  exertion,  and  it  had 
only  to  maintain  its  accuflomed 
vigour  to  effect  the  reiteration  of 
general  tranquillity,  upon  terms 
continent  with  the  dignity  of  the 
-character,  and  the  fecurity  and  in- 
tereft  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Fox  faid  a  few  words  in  ex¬ 
planation,  in  which  he  complained 
that  Mr.  Pitt  had  mifreprefented 
his  argument,  refpecting  the  time 
;for  negociation.  He  did  not  argue, 
ill  at,  becaufe  it  was  right  to  nego¬ 
tiate  now,  it  was  right  to  nego¬ 
tiate  at  any  former  period,  but, 
(and  be  bad  not  altered  bis  opinion 
from  any  thing  he  had  .beard)  that 
if  it  were  prudent  and  wife  to  fend 
an  ambaffador  to  Paris  now,  when 
!the  French  had  carried  their  arms 
into  the  heart  of  Germany,  it  Would 
not  have  been  daftaraly  and  pufil- 
lanimous  to  have  adopted  that  mea- 
fure,  when  they  had  not  one  foot 
of  that  territory.  He  faid,  that 
be  ftill  retained  his  .opinion  re- 
fpecting  the  new  laws  ;  and  when 
he  voted  for  the  add  refs,  he  did 
not  include  them  in  his  conftrudion 
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of  that  part  of  it,  in  which,  men¬ 
tion  is  made  of  the  wifdom  and 
energy  of  the  laws,  againft  the 
two  odious  and  degrading  a 61s,  he  , 
confidered  himfelf  bound,  by  every 
tie  of  interop:  and  duly,  as  an  Eng- 
Jifliman,  and  as  a  reprefentative  of 
the  people,  on  every  occaiion, 
loudly  to  re  monPrate  :  they  had  a 
direht  tendency  to  change  the  genius 
of  the  nation,  as  well  as  the  Ipirit 
rand  even  form  of  government.  If 
there  was  eaule  to  be  unealy  about 
the  threatened  evil,  we  had  reafpn 


to  tremble  at  the  operation  of  the 
remedy.  In  all  innovations,  the 
remote  and  unforefeen  confequenees 
are,  ulually,  of  more  importance 
than  the  immediate  effects.  Could 
thofe  confequenees  be  forefeen,  they 
would, -in  many  cafes,  be  imme¬ 
diately  refiPed.  By  the  time  they 
are  perceived,  cuPom  and  habit 
have  rendered  them  lefs  odious  and 
intolerable.  Authority  riles  into  ab- 
folute  dominion  by  flow  degrees : 
by  encroachments,  each  of  which, 
lingly  conlidered,  feemed  to  be  of 
little  importance  :  the  vanity  of  re¬ 
finance  at  laP  breaks  the  fpirit  of 
the  people,  and  difpofes  them  to 
unreferved  fuhmiffion.;  the  political 
importance  of  the  people  being 
wholly  gone,  they  are  degraded 
more  and  more,  and  fubjehled  to 
greater  and  greater  oppreffion  and 
-infiilt.  But,  whep  the  tendency 
and  bent  of  national  opinions  and 
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manners  is  once  formed,  it  is  eafy 
for  government  to  give  it  impetus 
and  direction.  Tyranny  of  govern¬ 
ment  is  not  to  be  exercifed  without 
degradation  of  the  people.  Thefe 
two  principles  mutually  promote 
the  growth  and  Prength  of  each 
other  :  j'uft  as  in  certain  difeafes, 
the  derangement  of  the  body  pro¬ 
duces  debility  qf  mind,  and  the  de¬ 
bility,  thus  induced, increales  the  bo¬ 
dily  diforder  from, whence  it  fprung. 

The  quePion,  on  the  add  refs,  be¬ 
ing  .put,  was  carried  unanimoufly. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  Obtober, 
the  houle  of  commons  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee,  to  take  into  their 
confideraticn,  that  claufe  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fpeech,  which  alluded  to  the 
intention  manifefted  by  the  enemy 
to  attempt  a  defeent  of  thefe  king¬ 
doms,  the  claule  being  read,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  after 
fpme  prefatory  matter,  which  p 
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could  not  ferve  any  p.urpofe  to  re¬ 
cord,  faid,  that  (he  natural  defence 
of  this  kingdom,  was  its  naval 
force,  now  more  formidable  than 
at  any  other  period  in  the  hiftory  of 
the  country.  Yet  is  was  capable 
of  confiderable  increafe,  could  an 
additional  increafe  of  feamen  be 
procured,  or  even  of  landmen :  for 
this  purpofe  he  fuggefled  a  levy 
upon  the  different  parifhes  through¬ 
out  the  kingdom  :  an  expedient 
fimilar  to  that  which  had  been  prac- 
tifed,  with  fo  much  fuccefs,  about 
two  years  before.  He  therefore, 
propofed,  in  the  fir  ft  place,  a  levy 
of  fifteen  thou  land  men,  from  the 
different  parifhes,  for  the  fea  fer- 
vice,  arid  another  for  recruiting 
the  regular  regiments.  In  digefting 
this  plan,  he  laid,  there  were  two 
things  principally  to  be  confideted  : 
Jfirft  the  means  of  calling  together 
a  land  force  fufficieoi  of  itfelf  to  re¬ 
pel  an  invafion,  even  independently 
of  a  naval  force  :  and,  fecondly,  to 
adopt  fuch  meafures,  in  railing  this 
force,  as  thould  not  materially  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  agriculture,  com¬ 
merce,  and  general  induftry,  of  this 
kingdom.  The  primary  object  was 
to  raife  and  gradually  train,  fuch  a 
force  as  might,  in  a  fhort  time  be 
fit  for  fervice.  For  this  purpofe,  he 
propofed  a  fupplementary  levy  of 
militia,  to  be  grafted  on  the  old 
eftablifhment,  to  the  number  of  fixty 
thoufand  men  ;  not  to  be  imme¬ 
diately  called  out,  but  to  be  enrolled, 
officered,  and  gradually  trained,  fo 
as  to  be  fit  for  fervice  at  a  moment 
of  danger.  As  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  troops  were  to  be  fur- 
nifhed,  he  thought  that  it  fhould 
be,  generally,  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom  :  and  that  an  obligation 
fhould  be  impofed  on  thofe  who 
fhould  be  allotted  either  to  ferve 
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in  perfon,  or  to  find  a  fubftitute. 
He  alfo  propofed  to  provide  a  con¬ 
fiderable  force  of  irregular  cavalry  ; 
the  regular  cavalry,  on  the  eftablifh¬ 
ment,  was  by  no  means  ineonfider- 
able ;  and  the  yeomanry  cavalry, 
from  their  number,  fufficiently  re- 
fpectable,  had  proved  themfelves 
to  be  highly  ufeful  in  fecuring  the 
quiet,  and  the  internal  tranquillity 
of  the  country.  The  farther  this 
fpecies  of  force  was  extended,  the 
more  good  was  likely  to  accrue 
from  it.  Fie  eftimated  the  amount 
of  the  irregular  cavalry,  by  the 
number  of  horfes  kept  for  pleafure, 
throughout  the  kingdom  ;  which, 
from  the  produce  of  the  horfe- tax, 
in  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales, 
appeared  to  be  about  two  hundred 
thoufand.  He,  therefore,  propofed 
that  every  perfon  who  kept  ten 
horfes,  fhould  be  obliged  to  pro¬ 
vide  one  horfe  and  one  horfeman, 
man  to  ferve  in  a  corps  of  militia: 
that  thofe  who  kept  more  than 
ten  fhould  provide  in  the  fame 
proportion :  and  that  thofe  who 
kept  fewer  than  ten,  fhould  form 
themfelves  into  elafies,  in  which 
it  fhould  be  decided  by  ballot,  who, 
at  the  common  expence,  fhould 
provide  the  horfe  and  the  horfeman. 
Thele  troops  were  to  be  provided 
with  an  uniform  and  accoutrements, 
formed  into  corps,  and  put  under 
proper  officers.  The  next  clafs  of 
men,  which  the  minifter  regarded 
as  proper  fubjedts  for  defending  the 
country,  in  cafe  of  invafion,  was 
the  game-keepers.  He  therefore, 
propofed,  that  thofe  perfons  who 
had  taken  out  licences  to  fhoot 
game,  or  deputations  for  game- 
keepers  fhould,  within  a  certain 
period,  be  at  liberty  to  return  the 
fame  if  they  thought  proper  ;  but 
after  that  period,  if  they  fhould  con¬ 
tinue 
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trnue  their  licences,  or  deputations 
for  game-keepers,  then  they  fhould 
be  obliged  to  find  fubftitutes.  He 
obferved  that  gentlemen  might  fmile 
at  the  idea  of  railing'  a  force  by  fuch 
means,  but  that  fmile  would  be 
converted  info  furprize,  when  they 
heard  that  the  number  of  perfons, 
who  had  taken  out  thofe  licences, 
were  feven  thoufand.  The  whole 
number  of  cavalry  which  he  pro- 
pofed  to  raife,  by  the  means  he  had 
mentioned,  was  twenty  thoufand. 

“  Thus,”  faid  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  “  have  I  pointed  out 
the  means  by  which  I  propofe  to 
raife  fifteen  thoufand  men,  to  be 
divided  between  the  land  and  the 
fea  fervice  ;  to  raife  a  fupplemen- 
tal  levy  of  fixty  thoufand  for  the 
militia,  and  twenty  thoufand  for  the 
cavalry.”  He  concluded  with  mov¬ 
ing,  “  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  for 
railing  a  certain  number  of  men  in 
the  feveral  counties  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  for  the  fervice  of  his  ma- 
jefty.” 

Mr.  Sheridan  expected  that  the 
jniniffer  would  have  accompanied 
his  ftatement  of  defenfive  opera¬ 
tions  with  fome  explanation  of  the 
reafons,  why  it  was  neceffary  to  take 
any  fuch  meafures  at  all  ?  There 
was  fomething  extremely  peculiar, 
he  obferved,  in  the  mode  of  an¬ 
nouncing  the  attempt  apprehended 
in  his  majefty’s,  that  is,  the  minifters, 
fpeech,  on  which  this  gentleman 
himfelf  had  bellowed  fuch  abundant 
praife.  The  words,  “  manifefted 
the  intention,”  were  vague  and  in¬ 
definite.  I  am  afraid,  faid  Mr. 
Sheridan,  that  the  refolutions,  now 
propofed,  are  calculated  rather  to 
invite  than  to  prevent  an  invafion  ; 
that  they  tend  to  frighten  this  coun¬ 
try,  but  not  to  frighteq  France. 
They  proclaim  to  the  enemy,  that, 
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till  the  new  force,  which  it  is  pro¬ 
pofed  to  collect  and  to  train,  is 
brought  into  aft  ion,  wre  are  not  in 
a  proper  ftate  of  defence,  and  thus 
point  out  the  intermediate  time,  as 
the  proper  period  for  making  a  fuc- 
cefsful  attempt.  Mr.  Sheridan  did 
not  mean  to  oppofe  the  refolutions; 
he  wiflied  only  to  have  fome  farther 
explanation,  and  to  be  informed, 
whether  the  real  object  of  all  our 
military  preparations  was  not  the 
ex  tendon  of  our  colonial  poffeffions 
in  the  Weft  Indies  ? 

Mr.  D undas  faid,  whether  the 
preparations  that  have  been  made 
will  end  in  a  defcent  on  this  country, 
or  no,  it  is  impoftible  to  decide. 
There  are  appearances  of  a  difpo- 
fition  to  make  an  attempt,  which  is 
diffident  to  juftify  minifters  for  wife- 
ing  to  put  the  ftate  in  a  pofture  of 
defence.  In  his  opinion,  it  depend¬ 
ed  upon  die  con  dud  of  his  majefty’s 
minifters,  in  regulating  or  adopting 
the  precautions  propofed,  whether 
the  projected  invafion  fhould,  or 
fhould  not,  be  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion.  If,  Mr.  Dundas  added,  the 
prefer) l  negociation  fhould  be  un- 
fuccefsful,  this  country  fhould  not 
be  tied  up  from  offeniive  operation: 
for,  in  the  event  of  profecuting  the. 
war,  our  defence  at  home  may  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  ability  we  poffefs  to 
attack  the  enemy  abroad.  I  think 
it,  therefore,  of  effential  importance 
to  augment  our  regular  force,  for 
the  defence  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and, 
if  neceffary,  to  carry  on  the  military 
operations,  as  circumftances  may 
didate,  againft  an  enemy  that  has 
evinced  a  difpofition  to  deftroy  our 
commerce,  and  difturb  our  internal 
tranquillity. 

Mr.  Fox,  though  he  did  not  con- 
fider  it  to  be  the  duty  of  any  m  in 
to  make  any  oppolition  to  the  mea- 
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fftre  now  propofecl,  in  the  prefent 
ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  took  the  prefent 
occafion  to  make  various  animad- 
verlions  on  different  parts  of  the 
plan,  as  well  as  on  its  general  fp irit 
and  tendency,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  minifter  in  this  and  other  points 
of  tiie  laft  importance,  in  which  he 
had  flagrantly  deviated  from  the 
principles  of  our  conftitutional  po¬ 
licy.  Concerning  the  obfervation, 
that,  if  we  fiiould  be  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  going  on  with  the  war, 
our  military  preparations  might  be 
very  beneficial  to  us  in  many  re- 
fpebts,  he  faid,  “  I  object  to  the 
generality  of  this  mode  of  fpeaking, 
becaufe  it  conveys  to  us  no  fpecific 
information,  and  is  likely,  from  being 
juft  in  the  abftrabt,  to  entrap  fome 
into  an  approbation  of  meafures 
of  dangerous  confequence.  It  is 
pot,  faid  he,  by  the  authority  of 
minifter?,  but  by  the  linking  ex¬ 
igency  of  a  particular  moment, 
that  parliament  are  jufiified  in  a- 
dopting  particular  and  extraordinary 
meafures.  The  honourable  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate  fays,  *  it  is  good  to  be 
prepared;’  fo  it  is.  But  when  he 
comes  to  us,  and  makes  this  requisi¬ 
tion,  it  is  incumbent  on  him  to  fhew 
us  the  reafon  why  he  fhoukl  be  thus 
prepared.  He  fhould  lay  before 
us  the  ground  on  which  he  calls  for 
that  requisition.  How  ftood  the 
cafe  in  former  periods  of  this  yvar  ? 
In  ] 794,  there  was  as  much  reafon 
for  fuch  a  meafure  as  there  is  npw  ; 
there  was  then  as  much  of  a  rumour 
of  an  invafion  as  there  is  now  ;  and 
fo  the  minifters  told  us  at  that  time. 
The  houfe,  upon  the  minifters  abor¬ 
tions,  agreed  to  meafures  of  an  im- 
conftitutional  nature,  to  avert,  as  it 
was  fuppofed,  the  impending  dan¬ 
ger.  Such  meafures,  although  un- 
exmftitutional,  were  then  thought  f© 


be  nec.effarv;  and  they  were  though  t 
alfo  to  be fuflicient  to  keep  the  French 
from  attempting  the  defperate  mea¬ 
fure  of  an  invafion.  Are  the  French 
now  more  likely  to  make  that  deft 
perate  attempt  than  they  were  then  ? 
or,  are  we  not  now  in  a  better  fitua- 
tion  than  we  were  then  r  I  con- 
cei ve  t h at  m i n i fter s  them fel ves  wo uld 
anfwer  thefe  queftions  in  a  manner 
very  confolatory  to  the  people  of  this 
country.  Such  was  our  ftate  in 
1794.  What  is  it  now,  and  what 
the  difference  between  the  two 
fituations?  Minifters  now  tell  us, 
that  an  intention  has  been  manifeft- 
ed,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  to 
invade  thefe  kingdoms.  I  am  too 
much  accuftomed  to  the  artifice  of 
minifters  to  receive  any  very  deep 
impreffion  from  what  they  fay.  Did 
they  not  fay  formerly,  what  they  fay 
now,  that  the  enemy  had  fome  in¬ 
tentions  of  invading  this  country  I 
Certainly  they  did,  and  they  were 
intrufted  with  force  fuflicient  tq 
prevent  that  calamity.  It  may  be 
true,  that  greater  danger  actually 
exifts  at  prefent  than  at  any  former 
period,  yet  additional  arguments 
are  neceflary  to  prove  this.  But, 
fays  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  fpoke  laft,  ‘  I  am  of  opinion,* 
that,  as  it  may  be  neceflary  for  this 
country  to  carry  on  an  offenfive 
war,  this  meafure  may  be  of  great 
advantage,  inafmuch  as  we  may 
thereby  be  the  better  able  to  avail 
ourfelves  of  our  forces.’  To  this, 
as  a  general  proposition,  I  do  not. 
object :  it  is  true.  But  then,  I  fay 
to  minifters,  ‘  bring  before  us  the 
fabts  on  which  you  fay  this  meafure 
is  neceflary.  What  I  object  to,  is 
your  duplicity.  If  you  really  want 
this  force,  and  to  the  extent  you 
fay  you  do,  fhew  me  the  reafon  for 
it,  and  I  will  grant  it  chearfully. 

All 
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All  I  want,  is,  that  you  {late  to 
me  the  reafons.  You  did  to  when 
you  called  for  the  augmentation  of 
the  navy,  and  you  had  it ;  but  do 
not  afk  any  thing  to  carry  on  the 
War  abroad,  under  the  ma(k  of  de¬ 
fending  us  at  home ;  for,  in  that 
cafe,  you  are  alking,  under  a  falfe 
title,  what,  under  a  real  one,  the 
people  of  this  country  would  not 
grant  to  you  ;  tor,  I  know,  they 
will  grant  to  you  to  prevent  an  in- 
yafion  at  home  what  they  would 
refufe  with  indignation,  if  atked  to 
carry  on  the  war  abroad.’  But,  hr, 
it  feems  we  are  to  have  the  relpon- 
iibility  of  minitiers  for  the  due  ap-r 
plication  of  the  grant  which  they 
now  call  for.  Look  at  the  extent 
to  which  the  principle  of  voting 
filch  extraordinary  meafures  as  this, 
upon  the  idea  of  refpon  Ability,  may 
lead  you.  By  it  you  will  introduce 
a  practice  that  mult  deprive  the 
people  of  all  their  rights,  and  all 
their  property  :  if  it  thou  Id  turn  out 
(not  an  extravagant  hypothefis)  that 
all  this  flory  about  an  invahon  is  a 
mere  pretence  to  gain  the  con  fen  t 
of  the  people  to  the  meafure  now 
propofed,  and  that  the  real  object  is 
extremely  different :  what  then  will 
become  of  the  boafted  re fpon Ability 
of  miniflers?  how  are  we  to  make 
them  refpoAble  ?  We  may  fay,  and 
fay  truly,  that,  ‘  the  event  has 
proved  there  was  no  danger  of  an 
mvalion  when  this  meafure  was 
adopted/  To  which  the  m millers 
may  anfwer,  and  be  a  (lured  they 
will,  '  True,  there  was  no  invafion, 
but  then  it  was  owing  to  the  very 
meafures  which  we  propofed,  and 
you  adopted,  that  the  invafion  was 
prevented/  How,  then,  are  we  to 
make  miniflers  refponfible  for  what 
they  do  under  fuch  a  meafure  as 
this  ?  The  idea  of  xefponfibilitv, 
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in  fuch  a  cafe,  is  perfectly  ridiculous, 
Why,  fir,  at  this  rate,  you  may  go 
on,  and  do  every  thing  that  the 
minitler  may  afk  you,  until  you 
have  totally  defiroyed  the  conflitu- 
tion  ;  the  principles  have  already 
been  too  much  invaded  by  the 
meafures  of  the  prefen  t  min  liters. 
There  are  fome  inconveniences  that 
neceflarily  arife  out  of  a  free  con- 
ftitution.  I  know  that  many  au¬ 
thors,  of  great  eminence,  have 
pointed  out  thofe  inconveniences. 
I  do  not  deny  it,  although  I  have 
never  feen  them  in  fo  ftrong  a 
light  as  the  authors  I  allude  to  day 
they  did  ;  but  the  advantages  re¬ 
buking  from  a  free  confritufion  are 
fo  great,  fo  numerous,  and,  to  me, 
fo  clear,  that  I  cannot  patiently 
argue  upon  them,  when  they  are 
put  in  a  fcale  againft  the  fhppofed 
advantages  of  a  contrary  form.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  in  the  opinion  of 
others,  I  fay,  you  cannot  argue 
that  fubjecl  in  this  houfe  ;  for  the 
people  of  this  country  have  made 
their  election  :  they*  have  chofen 
a  free  government,  and  it  is  you,r 
duty  to  preferve  it,  with  gll  its  in¬ 
conveniences,  if  there  be  any  that 
are  worth  mentioning.  If,  there¬ 
fore,  when  miniflers  pretend  an 
alarm,  you  are  to  give  them  what¬ 
ever  power  they  may  afk  for,  when 
it  is  impodible  you  can  attach  any 
refponfibility  to  them,  as  I  have 
proved  already  in  this  cafe  you  can¬ 
not,  why  then,  you  defer!  the  point 
on  which  the  people  of  the  country 
have  already  made  their  election  ; 
and,  in  (lead  of  the  bieflings  which 
your  anceflors  intended  for  you, 
you  take  what  may  appear  to  you, 
hilt  what  never  appeared  to  me, 
the  advantages  of  delpotifm.  This 
would  be  a  fraud  upon  the  people 
pf  this  country.  I  know  th$  elo¬ 
quence 
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quence  that  has  often  been  em¬ 
ployed  to  fhew,  or  attempting  to 
fhew,  by  a  flourifhing  antithefis, 
that  we  potfefs  all  the  advantages 
of  a  free  government,  and  thofe 
of  a  defpotic  monarchy,  by  pof- 
f  effing  the  wifdom  which  arifes 
from  a  free  difcuffion  of  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people,  and 
the  promptitude  and  difpatch  of  an 
unlimited  monarchy.  Such  an  an¬ 
tithetic  may  anfwer  the  purpofe  of 
an  ingenius  orator,  and  aid  him 
in  the  courfe  of  a  florid  declama¬ 
tion  ;  but  it  can  avail  but  little  to 
any  man  who  withes  for  the  fafcty 
of  our  conftitution.  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  our  conftitution,  in  its  true 
fpirit,  cannot  mix  with  any  thing 
defpotic.  Have  recourfe  to  ex¬ 
perience,  the  only  unerring  guide  ; 
read  the  hiftory  of  this  country,  and 
then  ffiew  me,  out  of  what  page 
it  is  that  you  have  difcovered  how, 
and  when  it  was,  that  the  maxims 
of  a  free  government  have  been 
united  with  the  principles  of  def- 
potifm.  I  know  it  cannot  be  done  : 
I  know,  alfo,  that  if  you  attend  to 
hi  dory,  and  take  it  as  a  leffon,  you 
will  return  to  your  ancient  diftruft 
and  jealoufy  of  minifters,  whoever 
they  may  be,  and  that  you  will  ex¬ 
amine  minutely  into  their  conduct; 
reflect  on  the  confequences  of  the 
contrary  practice,  you  fee  now  be¬ 
fore  you  the  effedt  of  it.  Confi¬ 
dence  in  the  firft  inftance  renders 
confidence  necefiary  in  the  fecond. 
Confidence,  in  minifters,  induces 
them  to  take  meafures  which  they 
cannot  continue  without  farther 
confidence ;  they  are  obliged  to 
call  for  it  in  their  own  defence : 
in  that  career  you  may  proceed 
until  you  have  confided  away  the 
whole  fpirit  of  our  conftitution. 
I  am  afraid  you  have  advanced  in 


that  career  much  too  far  already. 
In  my  opinion,  the  fpirit  of  the 
conftitution  has  been  almoft  entirely 
fet  at  reft,  for  a  time,  by  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  laft  parliament :  let 
it  be  the  pradtice,  for  it  is  the  duty, 
of  the  prefent  to  revive  it. 

We  are  told,  that  the  military 
force,  which  is  now  propofed  to  be 
raifed,  is  only  to  adi  in  cafe  of 
emergency ;  what  is  that  to  be  ? 
what  are  the  circum ftances  in  which 
it  may  be  fuppofed  to  exift  ?  when 
the  French  fha.Il  land  upon  our 
coafl?  No  filch  thing’ :  I  know 
that  fuch  a  reftriction  cannot  ai  d 
ought  not  to  be  impofed  on  ex¬ 
ecutive  government ;  becaufe,  you 
fhould  repel  the  danger  when  you 
are  threatened  by  it.  The  cafe  of 
emergency,  then,  will  amount  to 
this,  that,  whenever  minifters  flia.ll 
think  fit  to  allege  there  is  danger, 
the  whole  of  this  military  power,  to 
be  intrufted  to  them  for  the  inter¬ 
nal  defence  of  this  country,  wilf 
be  fubjeefed  to  military  law,  and 
intireiy  at  their  difpoial.  What 
fecurity  have  we,  that  no  abufe  will 
take  place,  refpecting  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  this  enormous  force?  I  do 
not  know  what  minifters  may  have 
refpedling  the  intention  of  the 
French  to  attempt  an  invafion  of 
this  country.  I  believe,  the  French 
have  no  inch  intention,  for  they 
have  a  government  which  is  likely 
to  be  much  better  informed  of  the 
difpofttion  of  the  people,  and  the 
fttuat.ion  of  this  country,  than  to 
be  led  to  any  hopes  of  fuccefs  in 
fuch  an  attempt;  therefore,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  they  will  not  be  guilty  of  the 
weaknefs  to  make  it.  If  they  fhould 
harbour  fuch  defperate  intentions, 
I  have  no  doubt  of  the  iffiie.  My 
hopes  and  confidence  on  that  fub- 
jedt  are  as  fanguine  as  thofe  of  any 

other 
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politer  man  in  this  country.  But 
rwhat  thould  we  do  in  the  mean 
Itime  ?  what  is  the  duty  of  the  houi’e 
|at  this  moment?  to  cherith  the 
ifpirit  of  freedom  in  the  people  of 
i  this  country  :  not  to  repofe  a  blind 
land  unlimited  confidence  in  the 
i  fervants  of  the  crown  ;  but  to  be 
;  watchful  and  jealous  of  the  exer- 
\  cile  of  their  power.  Reftore  to 
f  them  the  right  of  popular  difcuffion  ; 

I  repeal  thofe  laws  which  have  for- 
|  bidden  the  exercife  of  their  mo  ft 
(  invaluable  rights;  in  one  word,  in- 
>  ftead  of  amuiing  them  with  pane- 
gyrics  upon  the  form,  allow  them 
I  to  poflefs  the  fpirit,  of  the  old  con- 
;  ft.itution  of  England  :  then  will  you, 

|  indeed,  lee  the  energy  of  the  people 
I  of  England,  and  then  you  will  have 
no  occafion  for  adding  to  your  in- 
I  ternal  military  force;  for,  then,  even 
an  invafion  would  never  be  formi- 
i  dable.  Thefe  are  your  real  re- 
;  i  fources ;  the  reft  are  all  imaginary. 

I  thall  give  no  oppofition  to  the 
r  plan  that  is  now  before  you,  in  its 
i  prefent  ft  age  ;  but,  I  think  it  fair 
to  fay,  fome  of  the  parts  of  it  are 
fuch,  as,  in  the  detail,  I  (hall  think 
it  my  duty  to  oppofeA 

That  part  of  the  plan,  which  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  game-keepers,  appeared 
:  to  Mr.  Fox  to  be  a  mealure  of  vio¬ 
lent  injuftice ;  nor  could  lie  con¬ 
ceive  any  danger  to  which  this 
country,  under  all  circumftances, 

:  could  be  expo-fed,  that  would  make 
1  him  ready,  to  alien t  to  a  meafure 
that  had  for  its  object  the  imprefl¬ 
ing  of  the  fubjects  of  this  country 
into  the  Iand-fervice.  The  cir- 
cum.ftance  of  imprcfling  men,  even 
into  the  naval  fervice,  he  laid, 
great  and  valuable  as  it  is,  would 
not  be  the  part  which  a  judicious 
friend  to  it  would  (elect  for  the  fub- 
j'edt  of  his  panegyric. 


Mr.  Pitt  regarded  the  declaration 
with  which  Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr. 
Fox  prefaced,  and  concluded  their 
animadverfions,  that  they  did  not 
mean  to  oppofe  the  refutations 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  propofe, 
as  a  fuflicient  anfwer  to  the  argu¬ 
ments  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 
If  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
who  fpoke  iaft,  thinks  that  the  de¬ 
clarations  of  minifters,  upon  the 
fubjecl  of  the  prefent  deliberations, 
are  not  fuflicient  to  juftify  the  mea- 
fures  which  are  to  be  grounded 
upon  them,  if  he  is  perfuaded  that 
there  exifls  no  danger  of  the  in- 
vaiion  againft  which  it  is  intended 
to  provide;  if  he  is  convinced  that 
tiie  preparations  to  be  made  are  de~ 
ftined  to  carry  on  other  warlike 
operations  than  the  plan  avows,  or 
are  employed  as  pretexts  to  cover 
clefigns  of  encroachment  or  ambi¬ 
tion  at  home :  how  can  he  recon¬ 
cile  thefe  fentiments  with  the  con¬ 
duct  he  is  to  purfue  ?  or,  as  a  pub¬ 
lic  man,  on  what  public  ground  can 
he  reft  that  alien t,  which  he  has 
given  to  the  meafures  which  have 
been  fuggefted  ?  But  while  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  in¬ 
dulged  in  his  animadverfions’,  he 
knew  well  that  the  mealures  were 
demanded,  by  the  country,  as  mea¬ 
fures  of  felf-defence,  from  which 
he  could  not  withhold  his  concur¬ 
rence.  As  to  the  preffing  of  men 
(or  the  public  fervice,  the  mode 
propoled  of  increafing  the  militia, 
Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  was  not  new  in 
its  principle.  They  were  to  be 
balloted  for  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  eftabliftied  militia  of  the  cotin- 
try:  if  the  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  reprobates  this  mode  of  in- 
creating  our  military  force,  what 
was  the  language  he  held  on  another 
occasion,  and  when  another  mode 
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was  piirfued  ?  In  1794,  when  vo¬ 
luntary  offers  of  fervice  were  intro¬ 
duced,  for  the  defence  of  the  Coun¬ 
try,  this  mode  was  repref'ented  as 
repugnant  to  the  conftitiltitm.  And 
now,  when  men  are  called  on  to 
contribute  their  property,  and  per¬ 
forin!  fervice  to  the  defence  of  their 
country,  it  is  difcovcred  to  be  un¬ 
juft  and  ftigmatized  as  requifition. 
He  admits  the  neceftity  of  precau¬ 
tion,  and  yet  reprobated  every  pre¬ 
ventive  meafure  that  was  propofed: 
and,  while  he  agreed  that  it  is  ne- 
cefiary  to  provide  for  the  defence  of 
the  ftate,  he  is  diffatisfied  With  the 
means  by  which  fecurity  is  to  be 
obtained. 

Mr.  Fox,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Pit fs 
argument,  in  proof  of  the  incoftfif- 
teney  between / his  declarations  and 
his  conduct,  obferved,  that  though 
he  did  not  oppofe  his  vote  to  the 
prefent  refolutioli,  he  did  not  give 
his  unqualified  affent  to  the  mea- 
fures  propofed.  This  was  by  no 
tneans  the  ftage  in  which  members 
were  called  on,  (and  this  was  re¬ 
marked  even  by  Mr.  Pitt  himfelf, 
this  very  night,  when  he  propofed 
his  refoiutions)  to  give  their  fenti- 
ments  fully  on  the  queftions  before 
them. 

Sir  William  Pultney  did  not  ex¬ 
pect  that  any  difference  of  opinion 
Would  have  arifen  on  the  prefent 
queftion ;  a  queftion,  in  his  mind, 
that  embraced  fo  many  falutary  ob¬ 
jects.  He  had  only  one  objection 
to  it,  and  that  was,  its  being  a  half 
meafure  ;  it  ought  to  be  extended 
to  the  full  point  ;  and  on  that 
ground  he  fliould  meet  the  wifhes 
of  the  minifter  with  double  pleafure. 
He  fliould  not  apply  to  minifters 


for  any  additional  information  on 
the  fubject.  It  was  evident  that  the 
French  had  an  invafion  of  this 
country  in  view,  and  it  therefore 
became  the  executive  government 
to  make  every  proper  and  neceftary 
preparation. 

As  this  force  was  to  be  command¬ 
ed  by  country  gentlemen.  It  could 
not  be  called  an  increafe  of  the 
power  of  the  crown  :  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  he  fhould  confider  it  to  be  an 
increafe  of  the  power  of  the  coun¬ 
try  againft  the  crown.  We  fliould 
not  wait  until  an  invafion  was  ac¬ 
tually  to  take  place.  Muff  not  time 
be  given  for  men  to  be  prepared 
and  difciplined  ?  or,  were  they  to 
march  againft:  an  invading  enemy, 
without  the  means  of  defence,  or 
ignorant  of  the  ufes  of  thole  arms 
they  might  chance  to  have  about 
them  t 

The  refoiutions  propofed  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  refpeCtjng  the  augmentation 
of  our  militia  and  naval  force  were 
agreed  to,  and  being  thrown  into 
the  form  of  bills,  were,  after  vari¬ 
ous  objections  and  anfwers,  and 
not  a  few  alterations,  amendments, 
and  explanations,  palled  into  laws, 
in  the  month  of  December.  Early 
in  June,  a  bill  was  brought  into  the 
houfe  of  commons,  by  the  fee  ret  ary 
of  ftate,  Mr.  Dundas,  for  railing 
and  embodying  a  militia  in  Scot¬ 
land.  As  to  the  game-keepers  bill, 
which  formed  at  firfl  a  part  of  the' 
cavalry-bill,  ftrong  objections  having 
been  made  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  and 
others,  to  its  unconftitutional  prin- 
cipleS  and  dangerous  tendency,  it 
was,  on  the  fecOhd  of  December, 
withdrawn^  on  the  fecoqd  fead- 
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npHE  ancient  hidorians  of  the 

JL  two  principal  nations  of  an¬ 
tiquity,  at  lead  of  thofe  with  whom 
we  are  at  all  tolerably  acquainted, 
fo  charming  and  inftrudfive,  by  their 
attention  to  whatever  is  fitted  to 
engage  attention,  and  intere/l  the 
human  heart,  have  generally  left  us 
in  the  darkabout  the  annual  lupplies. 
Their  heroes,  indeed,  performed 
great  exploits  ;  but  of  the  ways  and 
means  by  which  they  railed,  em¬ 
bodied,  and  fupported  their  armies, 
we  do  not  find  in  their  works  any 
regular  or  fatisfabtory  account :  fo 
that  (lie  leaders  of  ancient  expedi¬ 
tion,  have  the  appearance,  in  our 
imagination,  of  (allying  forth  without 
fcrip  or  purfe,  like  the  adventurers 
in  the  ancient  romances. 

The  prog  reft  offociety ;  the  extend¬ 
ed  theatres,  and  multiplied  objects  of 
war,  with  new  methods  of  preparing, 
combining,  and  applying  force,  have 
rendered  military  operations  at  fea 
and  land  fo  complicated  and  expen- 
five,  that  the  intelligent  reader  of 
modern  times  is  not  more  curious  to 
know  the  fortune,  and  fate  of  armies, 
and  navies,  when  raifed,  than  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  pecuniary 


refources,  by  which  they  are  fup¬ 
ported  :  in  a  delineation,  therefore, 
of  great  affairs,  the  paffions  and 
views  of  fovereign  princes,  the 
movements  of  armies,  and  the  revo¬ 
lutions  of  flates  and  kingdoms,  it 
becomes  indifpenfibly  neceffary  for 
the  modern  hi  dorian,  or  annalid, 
to  give  fome  account  of  revenue, 
finance,  and  commerce  i  a  fubjeef, 
however,  into  which  we  (hall  not 
enter  more  than  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary.  We  flia.II  confine  ourtelves 
to  general  refults,  it  being  impoffible 
to  infufe  any  degree  of  intered  into 
minute  arithmetical  details,  or  to 
render  them  to  mod  men  other  than 
tedious,  dry,  and  difguding; 

The  houfe  of  commons,  having 
on  the  twentieth  of  Q&ober,  1796] 
refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
fupply,  the  fecretary-at-war  moved 
that  the  edimates,  prefented  on  a 
former  day,fhould  now  be  taken  into 
confederation.  Though  the  whole 
of  the  edimates,  on  account  of  of¬ 
ficial  delays,  were  not  yet  ready 
for  infpedtion,  that  portion  of  them, 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  would 
afford  every  information,  in  point  of 
fid,  that  could  come  before  them. 

The 
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The  ehimates  on  (he  table  con* 
tained  details  of  the  moft  material 
arrangements  of  the  current  year, 
and  would  be  found,  every  way,  ex¬ 
plicit  on  the  fubject  of  the  expen¬ 
diture. 

The  whole  force  of  this  coun¬ 
try.  confiding  of  the  common,  dif- 
tribudon  of  guards  and  garri- 
fons,  and  colonies,  and  plantations, 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
ninety-five  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  feventy-four  men,  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  which  would  amount  to 
5,1  $0,000/.  The  home  army  con¬ 
tained  ali  the  troops  which  might 
be  confidered  as  ferving  for  the 
defence  of  the  country ;  guards, 
regulars  of  every  defcription,  and 
fencibles.  The  army,  at  home, 
amounted  to  fixty  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fixty-five  men.  Th.e 
army,  abroad,  comprehending  the 
troops  in  the  Weft  Indies,  Corfica, 
Gibraltar,  Canada,  Nova  Scotia, 
and  every  foreign  fervice,  except 
thofe  in  the  Eafi  Indies,  which 
fell  under  a  feparate  defcription, 
amounted  to  fixty-four  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  feventy-fix  men.  The 
army,  abroad,  was  com  poled  en¬ 
tirely  of  regulars ;  the  army,  at 
home,  of  regulars,  invalids,  militia, 
and  fencibles.  Mr.  Wyndham.  con¬ 
cluded  his  ftatements  with  moving 
for  the  land-fervice  of  this  year,  one 
hundred  and  ninety-five  thoufand 
men. 

General  Tarleton  expedled  that 
the  honourable  fecretary  would  have 
gone  more  into  detail.  The  general, 
after  animadverting  on  lundry  ex- 
pences,  which  he  held  to  be  un- 
necelfary,  adverted  to  a  fact  which 
was  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and 
well  deferving  the  confideration  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  efpecially  of 
a  new  parliament.  Lafi  year  the 


expence  of  the  army  amounted  to 
the  full  revenue  of  this  country,  the 
year  previous  to  the  war.  His  ma- 
jefty’s  fpeech,  however,  had  directed 
their  attention  to  the  achievements 
that  had  been  performed  by  our 
troops  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 
He  did  not  think,  however,  that 
there  was  much  room  for  boafting. 
The  armament,  which  had  been 
equipped  for  expeditions  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  had  been  attended 
with  enormous  expence.  What  was 
the  reafon  that  the  full  advantage, 
which  it  might  have  been  expected 
to  produce,  had  not  been  obtained  ? 
Had  the  fleet  failed  too  late  in  the 
feafon,  or  did  the  fault  lie  at  the 
door  of  the  minifiers  ?  Whether 
we  looked  at  the  general  ftate  of 
the  Weft  Indies,  or  at  particular 
illands,  there  was  not  much  room 
for  fatisfaction  or  exultation.  The 
Caribs,  in  St.  Vincent’s  were  ftill 
in  a  ftate  of  infurrection.  The 
troubles  in  Gaudaloupe,  and  vari¬ 
ous  other  ifiands,  ftill  interrupted, 
and  deltroyed,  the  induftry  of  the 
inhabitants.  Vidlor  Hughes  had  not 
been  diflodged,  nor  his  operations 
difconeerted.  In  St.  Domingo  the 
melancholy  ravages  which  had  been 
made,  by  difeafe,afforded  no  fatisfac¬ 
tion  in  the  review.  Was  the  at¬ 
tempt  to  reduce  this  ifland  to  be 
profecuted  at  the  expence  of  the 
lives  of  fo  many  gallant  and  brave 
men  ?  Almoft  every  perfon  in  that 
houfe,  and  in  the  country,  had  to 
lament  the  lofs  of  their  friends, 
brought  to  an  untimely  end  by  the 
mortality  which  fwept  every  thing 
before  it.  If  we  confidered  the 
extent  of  the  armament,  there  was 
fomething  furely  faulty  in  the  plan, 
or  why  was  there  fo  little  obtained 
for  fo  much  expence,  and  to  many 
facrifices  ? 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Huffey  de fired  to  be  in¬ 
formed  what  was  the  number  of 
effective  men  among  the  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-five  thoufand  con¬ 
tained  in  the  fecretary  at  wars  date- 
men  t. 

The  fecretary  replied  that  he  was 
not  prepared  to  give  any  anfwer  to 
the  quedion. 

Mr.  Fox  faid  he  had  heard  it  al¬ 
leged  that  the  engagement,  made 
on  the  part  of  this  country,  with  the 
Maroons,  had  not  been  faithfully  ad¬ 
hered  to.  He  underdood  this  to  be 
the  declared  opinion  of  an  officer,  of^ 
whofe  military  talents,  and  private 
worth,  though  not  perfonally  ac¬ 
quainted  with  him,  he  entertained 
the  highefr  opinion.  He  alluded  to 
colonel  Walpole 

Mr.  Br  van  Edwards,  not  having  . 
had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  that 
houfe,  until  the  prefen t  parliament, 
made  an  apology  for  calling  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  houfe  to  any  obferva- 
tions  of  his.  But  being  perfedlfy 
acquainted  with  the  fubject  to  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  al¬ 
luded,  he  begged  the  indulgence  of 
the  houfe,  while  he  dated  a  brief 
hifiory  of  the  Maroon  negroes;  the 
caufe  of  the  late  war  between  thofe 
people  and  the  inhabitants  of  Ja¬ 
maica;  and  the  conduct  of  the  colo¬ 
nial  affembly  in  the  termination  of 
the  bufinefs.  The  Maroon  negroes, 
i  Mr.  Edwards  faid,  agreeably  to  what 

I  bas  already  been  dated,  in  the 
!  volume  of  this  work  for  1795, 
are  the  defeendents  of  the  Spanifli 
negroes,  who,  when  the  ifiand  of 
1  Jamaica  furrendered'to  the  Englifh, 

!  in  1655,  betook  themfelves  to  the 
woods.  They  were  left  in  pof- 
feilion  of  the  interior  country,  and 
continued  matters  of  the  country 
for  near  a  century,  murdering,  with¬ 
out  mercy,  all  inch  white  perfons  as 
Yol.  XXXIX. 
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attempted  to  make  any  fettlements 
near  them,  not  (paring  even  the 
women  and  children.  In  the  year 
1760,  Mr.  Edwards  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  thofe  people :  when 
he  foon  obferved,  that  they  were  fuf- 
picious  allies,  and  would,  fome  time 
or  other,  become  very  formidable 
enemies.  Yet  it  was  not  true,  as 
dated  in  that  houfe,  that  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Jamaica  wanted  to  get  rid 
of  them.  The  inhabitants,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  had  conceived  the  highed  opi¬ 
nion  of  their  utility,  and  treated 
them  with  the  utmod  kindnefs. 
They  never  afked  a  faxrour  of  go¬ 
vernment,  or  of  the  atfembly,  that 
was  refufedthem.  The  immediate 
caufe  of  the  late  war  with  the  Ma¬ 
roons,  Mr.  Edwards  dated  to  be 
this.  “  Two  of  the  Maroons,  hav¬ 
ing  been  found  guilty  of  felony,  in 
the  town  of  Montego-Bay,  by  deal¬ 
ing  from  a  poor  man  two  of  his 
pigs,  were  tried  according  to  law, 
and  according  to  the  very  letter  of 
the  treaty,  and  fentenced  to  receive 
a  few  lathes  at  a  cart’s  tail.  The 
fentence  was  mild,  and  the  puniffi- 
ment  not  feyere:  but  the  whole 
body  of  the  Trelawney  town  Ma¬ 
roons,  in  revenge  for  the  indignity- 
offered  to  two  of  their  number,  im¬ 
mediately  took  up  arms,  and  foon 
afterwards  aflually  proceeded  to  fet 
fire  to  .the  plantations.  Sir,  I  frail 
not  take  up  the  time  of  the  houfe 
with  a  long  detail  of  military  opera¬ 
tions.  The  gallant  officer,  whom 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  who 
(poke  lad  named,  had  undoubtedly 
the  merit,  under  the  judicious  or¬ 
ders  of  the  earl  of  Balc^rras,  of  put¬ 
ting  an  end  to  the  mod  unnatural 
and  unprovoked  rebellion :  and  if 
th  ofe  two  d  i  d  i  ngu  i  (lied  per  fon  s  differ¬ 
ed  in  opinion,  concerning  the  terms 
on  which  the  Maroons  furrendered, 
[K]  it 
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it  is  much  to  be  lamented.  They 
both  deferved  equally  well  of  the  com¬ 
munity  of  Jamaica  and  the  Brltifh  em¬ 
pire  at  large.  Such,  however,  I  am 
ferry  to  fay,  was  the  fa£t,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  governor,  very  properly, 
left  the  whole  to  the  determination 
of  the  aflembly.  Sir,  the  fir  ft  con¬ 
ditions  on  which  the  Maroons  were 
to  furrender,  were  thefe;  t  ft.  that 
they  fliould,  on  a  day  appointed, 
give  up  their  arms,  and  lurrcnder 
all  the  fugitive  enflaved  negroes  who 
had  joined  them.  2d.  That  they 
fliould  afk  the  king’s  pardon  on  their 
knees..  On  thefe  terms  their  lives 
were  to  be  fpared,  and  permiflion 
granted  them  to  remain  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  Now,  fir,  it  is  a  facl,  not  to  be 
denied,  that  they  did  not  furrender 
on  the  day  fixed;  and  that  they 
did  not,  then  or  on  any  day  after¬ 
wards,  give  up  the  fugitive  negroes. 
I  do  not  believe  that  colonel  Wal¬ 
pole  avers  that  they  did.  Colonel 
Walpole,  fir,  who  is  not  let’s  diftin- 
guifhed  for  his  humanity  than  his 
bravery,  thinks,  I  believe,  that  it 
would  have  been  generous  in  the  af- 
fembly  to  have  imputed  their  not 
furrendering  in  time  to  their  igno¬ 
rance,  rather  than  to  any  wilful  de¬ 
lay,  and  politic  to  have  let  them  re¬ 
main  in  the  country;  but  I  do  not 
conceive  that  he  charges,  either  the 
earl  of  Balcarras  or  the  aflembly 
with  treachery.  The  aftembly,  how¬ 
ever,  thought  differently  from  colo- 
■<  nel  Walpole,  and  that  men  who  had 
violated  their  allegiance,  and  enter¬ 
ed  into  a  bloody  and  cruel  war,  with¬ 
out  provocation,  were  unfit  to  remain 
in  the  ifland ;  yet,  in  the  difpo- 
fial  of  thefe  people  they  man i fell¬ 
ed  a  degree  of  generality  and  tcn- 
dernefs,  which  is  without  example. 
Sir,  after  providing  with  fit  and  pro¬ 
per  clothing  for  a  change  of  cli- 
8 


mate,  the  aflembly  fent  them  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  appointed  three  gentlemen 
to  accompany  them  thither,  with  a 
fum  of  25,0001.  to  purehafe  lands  for 
their  future  fettlement,  and  for  their 
maintenance  for  the  firll  year,  after 
which  it  is  hoped  the  example  of 
the  white  people,  with  whom  they 
are  fettled,  and  being  removed  from 
the  former  wild  and  favage  way  of 
life,  they  may  become  an  ufeful  body 
of  yeomanry.  I  will  add  only  one 
word  more.  Sir,  there  is  now  a  gen¬ 
tleman  in  this  town,  who  convex  fed 
with  the  Maroons  the  night  before 
they  failed,  and  who  allures  me  -that 
they  expreffed  themfelves  well  fatif- 
fied  with  the  conduct  of  the  af- 
fembly  towards  them;  and  decla¬ 
red,  that  having  con ver fed  with  fome 
American  negroes,  concerning  the 
country  to  which  they  were  going, 
they  laid  they  were  content  to  go- 
I  hope,  therefore,  we  fhall  hear  no 
more  of  the  bufinefs. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  obferved  that 
the  Maroons  had  been  for  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  years  on  the  ifland  of 
Jamaica,  and  he  conceived  that,  if 
not  fit  fubjedls  of  lenity,  they  were 
yet  fit  fubjedts  of  inftru&ion.  They 
had  been  Britilh  fuhjedls.  But 
he  was  yet  to  learn,  whether  any 
fteps  had  been  taken  to  inftruet 
them,  or  to  bring  them  to  a  true 
knowledge  of  the  bleffings  of  C  hrifti- 
anity.  He  did  not  Hand  up  as  the 
advocate  of  the  conduct  of  the  Ma¬ 
roons,  but  he  thought  the  neceffary 
means  had  not  been  taken  to  make 
them  acquainted  with  habits  of  virtue. 

Mr.  Edwards,  'in  reply,  laid, 
when  he  took  the  liberty  of  an- 
fwering  the  charge  of  the  right 
honourable  member  over  the  way, 
(alluding  to  Mr.  Fox)  refpedting 
the  faith  of  the  country  hav¬ 
ing  been  broken ;  he  did  fo,  be- 

caufo 
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Caufehe  knew  the  affertion  was  not 
true.  Colonel  Walpole  could  not 
iay  it  had  been  broke  ;  although  he 
di  (approved  of  the  meafures  again  ft 
the  Maroons.  He  did  not  expeCft, 
after  he  had  anfwerecl  one  obfer.va- 
tion,  to  have  another  ftar ted.  Now 
the  planters  are  aceufed  of  not  in- 
ftruCIing  the  Maroons  in  religion, 
and  initiating  them  in  the  habits  of 
civilized  life.  When  objections 
were  ftar  ted,  upon  fpeculative 
grounds,  there  was  no  end  of  them. 
Were  he  called  upon  to  deliver  his 
own  private  opinion  upon  the  fub- 
ject,  he  would'perhaps  difapprove  of 
the  mode  of  confining  the  Maroons  to 
feparate  communities  ;  but  fttuated 
as  they  were  in  this  refpeCt,  they 
fpoke  a  language  of  their  own;  and 
of  courfe,  being  unacquainted  with 
the  language  of  the  ifland,  they 
were  not  capable  of  benefitting 
from  the  common  means  of  inftruc- 
tion,  acircumftance  which,  of  itfelf, 
was  a  fufficient  reply  to  the  objec¬ 
tion  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
Their  language  was  a  mixture  of 
The  Spanifh  and  another  language, 
which  made  it  impoffible  to  teach 
them  the  principles  of  religion.  He 
thought  whoever  took  it  in  hand 
would  have  hard  work  to  make 
Cl  h  rift fans  of  them.  They  were  fo 
adidtcd  to  polygamy,  that  it  would 
require  the  utmoft  exertion  of  hu¬ 
man  ingenuity  to  confine  them  to 
one  woman.  He  -was  contented 
with  one  vvoman,  but  he  was  fure 
no  Maroon  was.  With  regard  to 
in  ft  ru  Cling  them,  by  fending  clergy¬ 
men  among  them,  he  believed  fuch 
£n  attempt  would  be  impoflible,  for 
he  did  not  know  any  clergyman  that 
would  much  like  to  go.  To  his  cer¬ 
tain  knowledge,  the  Maroons  were 
cannibals.  He  was  fure,  if  a  cler¬ 
gyman  was  to  be  fent  to  them,,  in- 


ftead  of  1  fteiiing  to  his  do&rines, 
they'  Would  eat  him  up.  He  be¬ 
lieved  that,  under  all  thefe  circum- 
dances,  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  have,  lome  difficulty  to  make 
them  converts;  but  there  was  no 
mode  of  p role lyti fra  which  he  (Mr*. 
Wither  ft  race)  could  fuggeft,  that 
would  ftrike  him  with  fturprize,  after 
having  once  heard  him  propofe,  on 
the  moment  that  a  (hip  arrives  from 
Africa,  to  fend  a  clergyman,  with  a, 
pail  of  water,  to  baptize  all  her  car¬ 
go,  without  ever  preyioufly  attempt¬ 
ing  to  inftil  into  their  minds  the 
principles  of  religion,  or  to  inform 
them  refpecling  the  nature  and  end 
of  the.  ceremony, 

Mr.  Fox  was  extremely  glad  that 
he  had  laid  the  few  words  that  he 
did  on  the  late  tranfadlions  with  the 
Maroons,  as  it  had  given  rife  to  the 
explanation  of  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  (Mr.  Edwards)  which  was 
perfectly  fatisfadfory. 

After  this  interefting  digreftion, 
various  relolutions,  moved  by  the 
fecretary  at  war,  for  defraying  a 
variety  of  expences  for  the  public 
fervice,  were  unanimouflv  agreed 
to. 

In  a  committee  of  fupply,  on  the 
2d  of  December,  the  fecretary  of 
war  obferved,  that  the  eflimates  of 
expences,.on  the  table,  that  remained 
to  be  voted  were  fo  much  matter  of 
courfe,  and  fo  little  different  from 
thofe  of  iaft  year,  that  he  did  not 
conceive  it  to  be  neceflary  for  him 
to  fay  more  than  to  move  the  dif¬ 
ferent  refolutions  founded  upon  them. 
Thefe  relolutions  were  then  moved 
and  agreed  to  accordingly, 

On  the 7  th  of  December,  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  produced  his 
annual  eftimate  of  the  public  revenue 
and  expenditure,  with  a  demand  of 
fupplies;  or  what  is  barbaro  ufly  call- 
[O] 
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ed,  his  bag  or  budget  The  fum  total 
of  the  fupply  required  for  the  year 
1797,  digefted  under  the  heads  of 
the  arm)'',  the  navy,  milcellaneous 
fervices,  *  diminution  of  the  na¬ 
tional  debt,  ordnance,  and  deficiency 
of  taxes,  amounted  to  27,647,000/. 
The  ways  and  means,  propofed  by 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  for 
railing  this  fupply,  amounted  to 
27,945,000:  fo  that  there  was  an 
excefs  of  ways  and  means,  over  the 


amountof  the  fupply,  of  298,000/.  f 
new  taxes  were  to  be  laid  for 
railing  the  intereft  of  former  debts 
to  be  liquidated,  and  fums  now 
borrowed  or  anticipated  f  to  the 
amountof  2,110,000/.  The  inte- 
reft  on  the  loan  was  calculated  at 
61.  1 5s.  per  cent. 

The  new  taxes  for  railing  the  in- 
terefi;  on  pubic  expences,  contract¬ 
ed  or  to  be  contra  died,  being  ftated,§ 
Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  thefe  were  dif- 

fufed 


9  Under  the  head  of  mifcellaneous  fervices  were  comprehended,  befides  the  various 
fums  ufually  voted  for  fuch  fervices,  the  fums  given  for  the  provifion  of  the  emigrant 

-  -  378,006 

-  ®  200, oco 


French  priefts,  amounting  to 

For  the  diminution  of  the  national  debt  -  ♦ 

Ordnance  -  -  . 

Defraying  of  land  and  malt  taxes  - 

Deficiency  of  other  taxes,  after  deducting  the  furplus  of  grants  for 
1796,  which  amounted  to  420,000/. 

A  vote  of  credit,  which  he  intended  to  move  for,  and  which  he  ftiould  1 
afterwards  explain  j 


} 


3,623,000 

350,000 

1, 023, cod 
3,©oo,ood 


■f*  The  ways  and  means  propofed,  were, 

Land  and  malt- tax  -  «  »  ® 

Produce  of  the  confolidated  fund  -  »  - 

Surplus  of  grants  of  1796  -  - 

Surplus  of  the  lottery,  after  deducing  the  fum  due  upon  it  to  theloyalifts 
A  voluntary  loan  - 

Exchequer-bills  to  be  ifTued  -  ® 

Total  of  ways  and  means  -  ® 

Total  of  fupplies  demanded  - 

Surplus  of  ways  and  means  -  » 

J  For  the  intereft  of  13,000,000/.  of  loan  -  • 

For  intereft  on  5,000,000/.  of  exchequer- bills 

For  intereft  on  excefs  of  navy  debt,  beyond  the  eftimate  of  1796,  being  7 
1,250,000/.  3 

For  intereft  of  future  excefs  of  navy  debt,  calculated  at  5,702,000 /. 
Subftitute  for  abandoning  the  collateral  bill 


2,750,0  cfo 
1,075,00© 
420,000 
200,000 
18,000,000 
5,000,000 

»7>945>co° 

27,647 

298,00® 

3,23  5»OC0 
275,000 

315,00® 

277,000 

140,000 


2,222,00® 

From  this  was  to  be  deduced  the  intereft  to  the  fubfeription  to  the  loan  1 
of  200,000/.  by  the  Eaft-India  company,  therefore  the  fum  of  taxes  to  be  >  2,110,00# 
provided  for  would  be  J 


§  The  new  taxes  were  as  follow. 

EXCISE* 

Ten  per  cent,  on  teas 
Ten  per  cent,  on  coffee  - 

Additional  duty  cn  falca  by  au&iorq  in  the  pound  on  eftates,  ? 
3d.  on  foods  3 


.  1. 


£ 

240,00®' 

30,00® 

40,0c® 

On 
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fufed  over  to  many  articles,  that 
they  would  operate  with  equality, 
and  yet  not  bear  hard  on  the  poor. 
By  the  production  of  the  taxes  it 
might  be  inferred,  that  the  war  had 
not  materially  injured  the  fources  of 
our  profperity.  Having  explained 
the  grounds  of  his  eftimates,  as 
nearly  as  he  could,  both  of  the  re- 
quitife  (applies  and  the  means  of  re¬ 
ceiving  them,  he  took  notice  of  an 
expence  of  a  particular  nature  that 
had  occurred  in  the  interval  of  par¬ 
liament:  an  aid  granted  to  the  em¬ 
peror.  A  fum  of  about  12,000/. 
he  believed,  had  been  allotted  to  that 
pr  ince.  To  have  withheld  this 
affiftance  would  have  been  to  facri- 
bce  the  bed  hope  of  this  country  of 
bringing  the  prefent  con  eh  to  a  for¬ 
tunate  iffue.  It  was  his  intention, 
if  this  conduct  fliould  meet  their 


approbation,  to  claim  and  folicifc 
their  conddence,  in  continuing  the 
fame  fydem.  He  could  not,  for  ob* 
vious  readme  propofe  any  fpecific 
fum  to  be  granted  to  bis  Imperial 
majedy.  But  if  they  fliould  think 
proper  torepofe  the  lame  conddence 
in  miniders,  in  granting  fuch  occa* 
fional  aid  as  they  might  fee  to  be  ne- 
cedary,  it  fliould,  on  their  part,  be 
exercifed  with  the  fame  caution.  He 
therefore  propofed  a  vote  of  three 
millions,  chiefly  with  a  view  of  en¬ 
abling  miniders  to  make  advances 
to  our  allies,  if  we  fliould  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  perfevere  in  the  war. 

The  refolutions,  for  raidng  the 
fupplies,  with  the  ways  and  means* 
being  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt, 

Mr.  Grey  impugned  his  llate- 
ments  as  falfe  and  erroneous,  and 
his  demands  as  unfuitable  to  the 


On  bricks,  rs.  per  thoufand  »  * 

Spirits,  id.  per  gallon  a 

Licences  on  Scots  diililiery  ® 


CUSTOMS. 


C 

Brought  over  310,000 

«.  m  36,000 

®  210,000 

©  300,000 

Total  excife  856,000 


Sugar,  21. 6d.  per  cwt.  -  -  *»  280,00® 

Pepper  -  -  -  10,000 

Ten  per  cent,  on  brimstone,  iron,  oil  olive,  and  rtaves  -  43,000 

Five  per  cent,  on  all  other  curtoms  ;  prize  goods,  coals,  and  wine  excepted  1 10,000 
Other  articles  on  import,  fuch  as  ftaren,  bricks,  &c,  -  23,000 


Total  of  cuftoms  466,000 


Additional  to  the  affefled  taxes  and  new  houfe-tax,  10  per  cent, 
Regulation  of  fbmps 

Additional  portage  and  regulation  of  the  port-office 
Stage  coaches,  additional  - 

Stamps  on  parcels  (given  up  afterwards)  v 

Canal  navigation  - 


290,000 

30,000 

250,000 

60,000 

60,000 

120,000 


Total  amount  of  new  taxes 

Amount  of  the  annuity  or  interert  to  be  raifed 


2,132,000 

2,110,000 


!Excefs  of  taxes  22,000 
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fi  filiation,  and  unrieceffary  to  the 
true  irsterefts  of  this  country.  He 
hoped  that,  if  the  he  life  retained 
any  regard  for  the  fundtions  with 
Which  they  were  invehed,  and  that 
economy  which  the  iituation  of  af¬ 
fairs  fo  much  required,  they  would 
Conhder  the  fubject  with  fen  on  s  at¬ 
tention,  and  adopt  tome  effectual 
plan  to  check  the  extravagance 
which  was  .p  radii  fed,  and  that  neg¬ 
lect  of  their  con  Iron  1  which  marked 
the  public  expenditure.  If  would 
be  found,  he  laid,  that  great  as 
the  burthens  about  to  be  impofed 
were,  there  would  be  Hill  far¬ 
ther  im petitions  to  a  very  great 
amount. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  ready  to  admit  that 
the  accounts,  on  which  be  now  rea- 
foned,  of  the  exports  and  imports, 
were  not  very  correct,  and  he  never 
meant  to  argue  from  them,  as  by 
Ihemfeives  f  import  mg  a  precife  con- 
clufion,  with  regard  to  the  ftate  of 
our  commerce.  They  were,  how¬ 
ever,  as  correct  now,  as  they  had 
been  on  former  occafions ;  and,  by  a 
{companion  of  them  with  former 
ftatements,  it  appeared  that  the  ex- 
cefs  of  the  exports  and  imports  was 
as  great  as  in  times  of  peace.  He 
conceived  it  probable  that  the  taxes 
would  be  equal  to  all  the  ends  which 
they  were  affigned  to  fupport,  and 
he  wifhed  to  know,  whether  the  ex¬ 
perience  which  had  already  been 
obtained,  was  fuch  as  ought  to  in¬ 
duce  him  to  propcfe  additional  bur¬ 
thens,  while  the  neceffity  of  fo  un- 
pleafant  a  talk  was  by  no  means  af- 
certained  ? 

Mr.  Fox  confidered  the  prefent  as 
one  of  the  molt  falfe  ftatements  of 
finance  that  was  ever  brought  for¬ 
ward,  calculated  merely  to  delude 
the  people  of  this  country  ;  and  ac- 
eejppahied  with  feme  political  oh- 


fervations,  which  were  a  libel  on  the 
confutation.  Though  the  houfe 
whereabout  to  vote  burthens,  equal 
to  the  whole  that  had  been  impofed 
during  the  hr  ft  three  years  of  the 
French  and  American  war,  they 
would  find  that  above  one  million 
more  was  hill  actually  neceffary.  If 
this  be  true,  faid  he,  as  it  certainly 
is,  what  dial!  we  fay  of  the  honour¬ 
able  gentlernarfs  fair  hatements  r 
Mr.  Fox  having  made  feveral 
tinctures  on  the  terms  of  the  pre- 
fent  loan,  came  to  the  vote  of 
credit,  for  money  to  be  given  at  the 
difcretion  of  minihry  to  the  empe¬ 
ror  :  to  whom  he  had  already  given, 
without  the  content  of  parliament, 
twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
He  had  not  feen  the  date  of  this 
advance;  but  thole  who  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  lah  parliament  could  not 
have  forgotten,  that,  for  the  lah  three 
months  of  that  parliament,  not  a 
week  elapfed  in  which  home  ques¬ 
tion  was  not  put  to  the  miniher,  in 
which  he  was  called  upon  to  de¬ 
clare,  whether  he  intended  to  grant 
any  pecuniary  affihance  to  the  em¬ 
peror  ?  Did  the  miniher  mean  to 
fay  he  intended  to  affih  him,  but  that 
he  thought  his  own  authority  for  tpat 
purpofe  fufficient  ?  If,  faid  Mr.  Fox, 
thefe  are  the  fentiments  he  acted 
upon  in  this  country  ;  if  the  mi  niff 
ter  be  permitted  to  carry  them  into 
effect,  I  declare,  tor  myfelf,  that  the 
confutation  of  this  country  is  not 
worth  fighting  for.  I  with  to  know 
on  what  principle  it  is  that  the 
miniher  takes  this  power  upon  him-- 
felf,  rather  than  refer  it  to  the  com¬ 
mons  of  Great  Britain,  to  whom, 
and  to  whom  only,  it  conhitutionally 
belongs.  If  he  directs  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  money  of  the  people 
thus,  upon  foreign  affairs,  without 
the  eoiifent  of  parliament,  I  fee  no 

reafba 


rea(on  why  he  fhould  not  claim  the 
fame  power  (as  I  dare  lay  he  will,  if 
he  fucceeds  in  this)  over  the  whole 
of  our  domeftic  concerns.  I  am  lure 
the  reafon  he  gives  for  the  one,  will 
juft  as  well  apply  to  the  other.  He 
fays,  that  parliament  could  not  cal¬ 
culate  to  well  as  he  could  upon  the 
neceffity,  and  upon  the  amount. 
That  may  be  laid  as  corredtly  of  our 
domeftic  as  of  foreign  affairs.  Un¬ 
til  this  inftance  occurred,  the  minil- 
ter  thought  it  decent  to  apply  to 
parliament,  and  to  give  you  an  efti- 
mate  of  what  you  are  to  provide 
for;  but  now  lie  tells  you  that  he 
did  not  think  it  n'eceflary  to  coniult 
you,  becaufe  you  are  not  judges  of 
the  extent  of  it.  Did  he  coniult 
you  on  the  principle  of  it?  He  cer¬ 
tainly  did  not.  He  fullered  thelaft 
parliament  to  be  diflolved  :  he  fu tier¬ 
ed  you  ail  to  meet  your  conftituents 
with  an  affarance  (I  do  not  fay  his 
pohiive  and  declared  aflurance,  but 
by  his  filence  he  gave  you  an  im¬ 
plied  aflurance)  that  no  money  was 
to  be  advanced  to  the  emperor  in 
the  interval  of  this  diffolution.  On 
the  twenty-feventh  of  December  you 
met.  Did  he  give  you  any  intima¬ 
tion  of  his  having  advanced  this 
money  before  you  were  called  toge¬ 
ther  ^  Did  he  give  you  any  intima¬ 
tion  of  it  before  this  very  night, 
when  he  comes  before  you  with  his 
frefh  burthens  on  the  people  ?  Not 
a  word!  for  this  conduct,  I  fay,  he 
ought  to  be  impeached.  He  has 
had  it  in  his  power  to  confult  you 
on  this  fubjebt  long  ago,  as  it  was 
his  duty.  '  He  has  neglected  to 
(do  fo,  by  which  he  has  maniiefted 
a  determination  to  difpofe  of  the 
money  of  the  people  of  this  coun¬ 


try,  without  consulting  their  repre- 
fentatives.  This  is  aggravated  o y 
his  not  calling  parliament  together 
foonpr.  If  he  had  advanced  the 
money  before  you  met,  why  did  lie 
not  tell  you  fo  :  what  reafon  can  be 
affigned  for  this  ?  In  the  name  of 
God,  what  can  be  laid  but  that  the 
minifter  thinks  his  judgement  better 
than  the  judgements  of  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  ?  He  has  laid  much  upon 
the  time  on  which  this  money  was 
advanced.  If  h<p  had  any  intention 
of  advancing  this  money  before  the 
di Ablution,  why  did  he  not  flat© 
that  intention  to  the  laft  parliament  ?^ 
Or,  if  he  found  out  the  neceflity  .of 
it  Since  the  diffolution,  might  he  not 
have  faid  fo  to  the  prelent  parlia¬ 
ment  long  ago?  But  he  has  acted 
merely  on  his  own  authority,  for 
the  purpofe  of  eftabhfhing  the  prin¬ 
ciple  that  minifters  are  better  judges, 
fo  the  manner  in  which  the  public 
money  is  to  be  applied,  than  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people.  I  he 
minifter  fays,  that  we  fhould  feel  the 
utmoft  confidence  in  lending  our 
money  to  the  emperor,  becaufe  we 
have  feen  in  the  emperor  thole  he¬ 
roic  qualities  which  ulually  accom¬ 
pany  good  faith.  Now,  lup- 
pofing  heroifm  to  be  a  good  criteri¬ 
on  or  good  faith  in  pecuniary  con¬ 
cerns,  I  fhould  like  to  try  the  effect 
of  this  mode  of  reafoning.  Sup¬ 
pose,  for  a  moment,  that  we  were 
in  a  Bate  of  neutrality  with  regard 
to  the  French  republic,  and  it  was 
propofed  that  we  fhould  lend  money 
to  the  French,  would  the  minifler 
fay  we  fhould  lend  them  money  ? 
Certainly  he  would  119 1 :  and  yet,  if 
good  faith  in  pecuniary  en~ 


*  This  prediction  may,  perhaps, 
fey  the  Income-Tax. 


be  considered,  by  fome,  as  in  fome  meafure  fulfilled, 


sagemenU 
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gagemenfs  was  to  be  meafured 
by  heroic  qualities,  there  are  none 
to  wflom  we  diould  be  more  rea¬ 
dy  to  lend  our  money ;  for,  of 
their  valour,  they  have  given  abun¬ 
dant  proofs.  ” 

Mr.  Fox  then  proceeded  to  date 
the  dtuation  of  the  emperor  and 
the  French  at  this  moment,  in.  which 
he  maintained,  that,  with  all-  the 
fuceefles  of  the  Andrians  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  the  prefen t  campaign, 
another  could  not  be  opened  under 
circumffances  of  more  advantage 
to  the  emperor,  than  thofem  which 
he  had  been  placed  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  lad.  He  here 
took  notice  of  the  recent  fucceffes 
of  the  French  in  Italy;  and,  by  way 
of  anfwering  the  praifes  beftowed 
on  the  good  qualities  of  the  houfe 
of  Audria,  he  inftanced  the  cruel¬ 
ties  that  had  been  exerciled  on  the 
unfortunate  M.  La  Fayette,  which 
he  faid  excited  horror  all  over  Eu¬ 
rope.  He  was  afraid,  he  faid,  that 
there  was  no  quedion  to  be  dated, 
in  the  refolutions  of  this  night,  that 
would  bring  the  propriety  or  impro¬ 
priety  of  fending  money  to  the  em¬ 
peror,  without  the  c  nfent  of  par¬ 
liament,  with  propriety  under  did 
Cuffion.  However,  when  it  thou  Id 
come  before  the  houfe,  he  iliould 
certainly  meet  it  with  his  direct  ne¬ 
gative;  for  if  was  a  direft  and  dar¬ 
ing  attack  on  theBritifh  conditutioh. 

The  refolutions,  for  railing  the 
Supplies,  were  then  put,  and  car¬ 
ried. 

On  the  report  of  thefe  refolutions 
on  the  day  thereafter,  Mr.  Fox 
took  occafion  to  enter  again  into 
the  fubject  of  the  money  that  had 
been  granted,  or  promifed,  by  mi¬ 
ni  dry,  on  their  own  authority,  to  the 
emperor.  In  conclufion  of  a  long 
and  animated  fpeech,  he  faid,  if. 


after  what  we  have  lod  in  monev, 
m  reputation,  and  blood,  we  are 
alfo  to  fubmit  to  this  oppreffion,  the 
houfe  of  commons  is  no  longer  to  be 
confidered  as  a  branch  of  the  con- 
ditntion  :  and  there  will  be  little  in 
our  government  to  didinguifh  it 
from  absolute  monarchies. 

Mr.  Pitt  contended,  that  although 
a  controul  over  the  public  expendi¬ 
ture  was  eflential  to  the  freedom  of 
the  conftitution,  yet  the  general 
principle  was  fubject  to  limitations. 
In  the  bed  a  nd  mod  pjorious 
in  tile  hutory  of  our  government, 
the  principle  of  extraordinaries  had 
been  received  not  only  for  individual 
oxpences,  but  recognized  upon  ge¬ 
neral  views.  Parliament  had  fome- 
times  committed  to  his  rnajedy  not 
new,  but  fpecial  powers,  which 
fuperfeded  ail  general  quedions.  In 
reality,  heobferved,  fhedilcretionary 
power,  relating  to  the  fubject  in 
quedion,  had  been  committed  to  his 
rnajedy.  From  his  rnajedy ’srneffage 
of  the  eighth  of  lad  year,  and  the 
aA  by  which  it  was  followed,  grant¬ 
ing  a  vote  of  credit,  which  were 
read  at  the  table,  it  appeared,  that 
a  power  was  granted  to  his  majedv 
to  apply  the  fum  contained  in  the 
vote  of  credit,  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  date  might  require. 

Sir  William  Pultney,  after  ob- 
ferving  that  the  control  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  over  the  public  pmrfe 
of  the  country,  was  the  main  pillar 
of  the  Britidi  conftitution,  faid,  that 
it  unfortunately  happened,  that  ex¬ 
traordinaries,  and  a  vote  of  credit, 
mud  be  granted  every  year.  But,- 
finely  it  never  was  intended,  that 
lubfidies  to  foreign  powers  fhould 
be  bipphed  by  a  vote  of  credit. 
New  cireumdances  might  occur  to 
render  it  proper  for  miniders  to  ex¬ 
ert'  ife  their  diferetion  ;  but  here  the 

circuna- 
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circum  fiances  were  forefeen,  and 
bad  been  laid  before  parliament. 
The  difcovery,  that  this  turn  had 
been  advanced,  came  out  in  a  very 
fufpicious  manner  indeed.  It  could 
no  longer  be  concealed.  There 
teemed  to  have  been  a  defire  of 
concealing  the  fact  as  long  as  poffi- 
ble,  and  a  difclofure  was  only  com¬ 
pelled  by  neceffity.  He  could  not, 
however,  go  the  length  of  hopping 
the  fupplies,  though  ,  he  was  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  a  very  ftrong  mark  of 
cenfure  ought  to  be  inflicted  by  the 
houfe.  The  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  faid,  that  there  were  quali¬ 
fications  to  the  general  principle, 
and  that  minifters  were  allowed  to 
exercife  their  difcretion.  It  mutt 
be  confefted,  that  circum  fiances 
may  arife,  when  government  was 
perfectly  juftifiable  in  remitting  flip- 
plies  abroad,  for  fervices  beneficial 
to  this  country;  and  when  luch  a 
meafure  was  adopted  by  the  prefent 
minitter  feme  years  fince,  in  his  in¬ 
terference  with  regard  to  Holland, 
that  conduct  received  his  molt  hear¬ 
ty  approbation.  This  prefent  cafe, 
however,  was  of  a  very  different 
defeription  ;  and,  by  neglecting  to 
confult  parliament,  at  a  time  when 
it  was  fitting  on  the  expenditure  of 
the  public  money,  the  minifter  ap¬ 
peared  to  fet  himfelf  above  their 
controul,  and  be  indifferent  as  to 
their  approbation.  Upon  the  whole, 
he  trufted  that  this  proceeding 
would  not  pafs  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  without  receiving  fome  ftrong 
marks  of  its  difapprobation.  He 
was  very  glad  that  the  fubjeci  had 
been  brought  forward  in  the  way 
it  had  been  done ;  and  he  hoped, 
that  the  houfe  would  never  witness, 
in  future,  a  fimilar  violation  of  the 
principles  of  the  conftitution.  The 
i  immenfe  navy-debi  which,  bad  been 
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contracted,  in  his  opinion,  proved 
great  milmanagement,  and  want  of 
forefight,  in  that  department.  It 
appeared,  that  great  abides  prevail¬ 
ed  in  the  t ran fpo rfc- fer vice  ;  and  the 
houfe  ought  ferioufly  to  inquire  into 
the  caufes  which  had  occafioned 
the  fhameful  prodigality  which  had 
been  obferved,  and  endeavour  to 
find  a  remedy, 

Mr.  Grey  (aid,  that  much  pain, 
and  many  apprehenfions,  had  arifen, 
from  the  fear  of  a  threatened  inva- 
fion,  but  he  would  venture  to  fay, 
that  no  invafion  or  attack,  that  could 
take  place,  would  go  fo  decidedly 
to  the  definition  of  all  that  was 
valuable,  namely,  the  liberty  of  the 
country,  as  fuch  a  power,  if  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  minifters.  Viewing 
the  fubjeci  in  this  light,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  oppofe,  at  leaf!  to  fufi* 
pend  the  fupplies.  He  therefore 
moved,  that  the  fecond  reading  of 
the  refolutions  fhould  be  put  otf  till 
to-morrow  ;  and  if  the  houfe  fhould 
agree  to  his  motion,  he  would,  to¬ 
morrow,  move  the  houfe  to  refolve, 
that,  in  making  ihefe  advances  with¬ 
out  the  content  of  parliament  tne 
minifter  had  been  guilty  of  a  high 
crime  and  mifdemeanor.  A  debate 
was  continued  for  fome  time  with 
great  warmth  on  this  fubjeci ;  but, 
on  a  divifion  of  the  houfe,  Mr. 
Grey’s  motion  was  negatived  by 
164  againft  58. 

This  fubjeCt  was  brought  again 
into  the  houfe  of  commons,  on  the 
fourteenth  of  December,  by  Air. 
Fox,  who  moved,  “  That  his  ma- 
jefty’s  minifters,  having  authorized 
and  directed,  at  different  times, 
without  the  content,  and  during  the 
fitting  of  parliament,  the  iffue  of 
various  funis  of  money,  for  the  fer-' 
vice  of  his  Imperial  majefty,  and 
alfo  foi'  the  fervice  of  the  army  un- 
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der  the  prince  of  Conde,  *  have 
acted  contrary  to  their  duty,  and  to 
the  tr aft  repofed  in  them,  and  have 
therefore  violated  the  conflitutional 
privileges  of  this  houfe.” 

The  former  debates,  on  this  fub- 
jeft,  were  now  refumed,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  a  very  late  hour.  It  was 
one  of  the  graved  and  mod  ferious,  as 
well  as  copious  and  protracted  de¬ 
bates,  that  took  place  in  the  prefent 
feffion  of  parliament.  Not  a  few 
members,  who  ufually  followed  the 
minider  with  undeviating  uniformi¬ 
ty,  appeared  to  be  ferioufly  alarm¬ 
ed  at  the  negleft,  or  rather  con¬ 
tempt,  he  had  fhewn  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  in  giving  away  the 
public  money,  without  fo  much'as 
apprizing  them  of  it,  and  even  in 
cautioufly  concealing  it  from  them. 
The  fame  topics  of  fealbning  a- 
gaind,  and  in  defence  of  the  minif- 
ter,  were  bandied  in  various  man¬ 
ners,  and  placed  in  various  lights, 
according  to  the  genius  and  habi¬ 
tual  modes  of  thinking,  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fpeakers.  W  e  do  not  con¬ 
ceive  it  to  be  any  effential  part  of 
this  hidorical  tketch  to  enter  into 
the  fpeeclies  of  fenators,  any  far¬ 
ther  than  may  be  necefiary  to  date, 
the  mod  folid  arguments  that  were 
addrefled  to  the  underdanding,  and 
on  which  the  convict  ions  or  impref- 
fions  made  on  the  houfe  appear  to 
have  chiefly  turned.  To  follow 
men  of  various  knowledge  and 
lively  fancies  through  all  the  com¬ 
binations,  and  {porting  excurdons 
of  their  imagination,  would  be 
endlefs,  and  to  trace  all  the  com¬ 
mon-place  obfervations  of  every 
fpcaker  an  irklbme  talk,  both  to  the 
writer  and  the  readers  of  this  narra^ 


EGISTER,  1797. 

tive.  Neverthelefs,  on  this  impor¬ 
tant  bufinefs,  vce  fhall  fet  forth  the 
ideas  that  appear  to  have  been  up- 
permoft  in  the  minds  of  mod  of 
the  different  fpeakers. 

Mr.  alderman  Combe,  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  inflrufitions  of  his  con- 
flituents,  (econded  the  motion  made 
by  Mr.  Fox.  The  difcouhting  of 
the  bids,  drawn  for  the  purpofe  of 
. remitting  money  to  the  Imperial 
troops,  had  Iwallowed  up  to  much 
of  the  money  of  the  bank,  as  to 
compel  that  great  body  to  narrow 
their  difcounts,  '  and  the  Britifh 
merchants  were  made  to  differ,  that 
the  German  troops  might  be  fup- 
plied. 

Mr.  Pitt,  after  a  great  deal  of 
prefatory  matter, reipecting  the  con- 
ceflion  which  Mr.  Fox  had  been 
obliged  to  make,  in  admitt  ing,  that 
the  right  of  the  houfe,  to  difpofe  of 
the  public  money,  was  (abject  to 
fome  limitations,  {hewed,  from  par¬ 
liamentary  hiftory,  that  the  meal  are 
now  attacked  was  not  unprece¬ 
dented,  nor  unconftitutionah  In 
the  prefent  cafe,  he  contended  dill, 
as  he  had  done  before,  that  it  was 
expedient  and  necedary. 

Mr.  Bragge  aiked  the  gentlemen 
of  the  oppofition,  whether  they 
would  be  content  to  have  this  mo¬ 
ney  that  had  been  tent  to  the  em¬ 
peror,  reftored  to  the  treafury,  and 
would  rather  fee  the  French  march¬ 
ing  up  to  Vienna?  Upon  the  whole, 
his  opinion  was,  that  the  conduct 
of  the  minider,  fo  far  from  meriting 
cenfure,  was  highly  deferving  of  the 
gratitude  of  the  nation  ;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  he  was  defirous  that  the 
proceeding,  dictated  by  neceflity, 
lhould  not  be  drawn  into  precedent 


*  To  whom  a  remittance  of  200,000/,  of  which  parliament  knew  nothing,  had  been 
fent  in  December,  1796. 
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ni  future,  no  t  w  ith  ftan  cl  in  g  the  au- 
fpicious  confequences  with  which 
it  was  now  attended.  He  would, 
with  this  view,  propofe  a  refolution 
to  the  houfe,  the  object  of  which 
would  be  to  guard,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  privileges  of  the  houfe, 
and,  on  the  other,  to  pay  a  due  re- 
Ipect  to  the  ter  vices  performed  by 
minifters,  whom  he  could  not  help 
admiring  for  their  magnanimity  and 
fervices  to  their  country.  He  would, 
therefore,  move,  as  an  amendment 
to  the  motion  made  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  to  leave  out 
from  the  fir ft  word,  “  That,”  and 
to  infert,  the  meafure  of advancing 
the  feverai  fums  of  money,  which 
appear,  from  the  accounts  prefen  ted 
to  the  houfe  in  the  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  to  have  been  ifl’ued  for  the 
fervice  of  the  emperor,  though  not 
to  be  drawn  into  precedent,  but 
upon  occafion  of  Ipecial  neceflity, 
was,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe,  a  juftiftable  and 
proper  exercile  of  the  difcretion 
veiled  in  his  majefty’s  minifiers,  by 
the  vole  of  credit,  and  calculated 
to  produce  confequences,  which 
have  proved  highly  advantageous  to 
the  common  caufe,  and  to  the  ge- 
neral  interefts  of  Europe.” 

Mr.  alderman  Lufhington  ob- 
ferved,  that  there  was  io  clofe  an 
unity  of  connection  and  intereft  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  his  Impe¬ 
rial  majefty,  that  whatever  affected 
the  one,  equally  affedted  the  other. 
The  one  could  not  feel  diftrefs 
without  the  other  luflfering  a  fliare. 
RefpeCting  the  exportation  of  fpe- 
cie,  which  for  a  time  had  difagreea- 
ble  confequences.  An  encreafed 
TXiafs  of  property  required  an  in* 
create  in  the  circulating  medium; 
but  as  this  did  not  increafe  in  an 
equal  proportion,  the  withdrawing 


any  part  of  it  was  a  caufe  of  eni- 
barraftnent,  but  that  only  temporary. 

Mr.alderrnan  Anderfcn  laid,  that, 
at  the  meeting  of  the  livery  of  Lon¬ 
don,  in  which  only  about  a  tenth 
part  were  prefect,  a  flaming  fpeech, 
by  a  member  of  that  houfe  (Mr.  Wh 
Smith)  had  determined  them  to  give 
the  inftructions  that  had  been  ftateci 
by  his  colleague.  But  he  himfelf 
had  plainly  told  them  that  he  would 
not  vote  again  ft  the  minifter. 

Col.  Markwood  (late  in  the  Eaft- 
India  company's  fervice,  in  Bengal) 
fa  id,  that  if  the  minifter  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  with  a  vote  of  credit,  between 
two  and  three  millions  at  his  com¬ 
mand,  had  hefitated  to  give  home  pe¬ 
cuniary  aid  towards  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  thole  glorious  exertions, 
which  not  only  laved  Germany,  but 
England,  from  a  very  critical  fitua- 
tion,  lie  would  have  well  delerved  to 
be  curled.  Ele  was  not  one  of  thofe 
who  confidered  the  mvsfion  of  Eng¬ 
land  merely  as  a  bugbear.  Whoever 
argued  m  this  manner,  he  would  ven¬ 
ture  to  aflert,  was  totally  ignorant  of 
the  iubjeCi.  Ele  was  decidedlyofopi- 
nion,  as  lie  had  faid  before,  that,  had 
not  the  mini  Iters  ailifted  his  Imperial 
majefty,  they  would  have  richly  de- 
ferved  to  be  curled.  The  colonel's 
curbing  zeal;  by  relaxing  the  middles 
of  the  houie,  relieved,  for  a  moment, 
the  tsedium  of  this  long  debate. 

Colonel  Galcoigne,  who  had 
come  down  to  the  houfe,  with  a 
determined  refolution  to  vote  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  motion  for  cen luring 
minifters,  was  now  convinced,  from 
what  he  had  heard,  that  the  t.ranf- 
adtion,  which  had  been  made  a 
ground  of  charge  againft  him,  had 
been  the  eftabiifhed  practice  of  go¬ 
vernment  ft  nee  the  revolution. 

Mr.  Sheridan  thought  that  the 
principle  on  which  the  mealurq  in 

queftioa. 
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ueflion  was  defended,  was  more 
angerous  than  even  any  applica¬ 
tion  of  it  could  be  thought  impoli¬ 
tic.  It  arrogated  to  the  minifter  a 
right  to  judge  of  the  extent  as  well 
as  the  mode  of  public  expenditure, 
and  exalted  him  into  an  abfolute 
dictator. 

Sir  William  Pulteney  declared 
his  opinion,  that  all  the  miniiler  had 
laid,  on  the  neceffity  of  the  meafure, 
txnild  not  do  away  the  doctrine  that 
the  houfe  of  commons  had,  confti- 
tutionally,  the  controul  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  purfe,  not  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  mini fter  to  mbmit  the  meafure 
to  the  houfe  of  commons  much 
fooner  than  he  did.  He  had  at¬ 
tended.  to  all  that  the  miniiler  had 
faid,  but  eonfeffed  that  he  did  not, 
by  any  means,  think  him  juflified, 
from  what  had  appeared  in  the  dit- 
cuffion  of  the  lubject.  But  an  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman,  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  houfe,  had  moved  an  a- 
mendment  to  the  original;  that  a- 
mendment,  in  his  opinion,  although 
it  came  from  a  gentleman  who  de- 
fended  the  miniiler,  implied  a  de¬ 
gree  of  cenfure  on  his  conduct  in 
this  matter ;  and  he  was  content  with 
any  cenfure,  rather  than  not  have 
any.  Some  gentlemen  feemed  to 
think  there  was  no  blame  to  be  at¬ 
tached  to  mini  tiers  upon  this  oc- 
cation.  He  thought  there  was  a 
great  deal,  and  therefore  that  there 
thould  be  home  mark  fet  upon 
fuch  eondudt  to  denote  the  difap- 
bation  of  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Wilherfbrce  apprehended 
that  a  vote  of  credit  gave  to  minif- 
ters  a  general  difcretion :  but  that 
the  whole  of  their  conduct  was  fub- 
je-dt  to  the  rev i lion  of  the  houfe  of 
commons.  He  defended  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  miniiler. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  remarked  that,  the 


amendment,  although  introduced  hy 
the  minifief’s  friend,  conveyed  con- 
fiderable  cenfure  upon  the  mmifter; 
and,  taking  it  in  that  light,  he  could 
not  objedt  to  its  adoption,  although 
the  conduct,  which  had  been  purfu- 
ed,  might  deferve  a  flronger  cenfure, 

Mr.  alderman  Curtis  told  the 
houie,  that  he  had  been  that  day  at 
the  common-hall,  where,  upon  a 
fhew  of  hands,  a  majority  appeared 
in  favour  of  the  relolution,  to  cen¬ 
fure  the  miniiler  hefore-hand,  and 
without  any  connderation  of  any 
defence  he  might  make.  But  he  had 
told  his  conftituents  that  he  would 
nob  vote  as  they  required,  to  cen¬ 
fure  the  minifler,  till  he  heard  his  de¬ 
fence.  With  this  he  was  fully  fat  if* 
fied,  as  he  knew  that  he  fhould  be, 
and  therefore  he  would  vote  for  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  J.  Nichols  was  afraid  that  he 
would  not  pleafe  any  fide  of  the 
houie:  for  he  confidered  the  motion 
as  propofing  too  much,  and  the 
amendment  too  little.  Perhaps  a 
bill  of  indemnity  might  found  too 
hardily  in  the  ears  of  miniflers,  A 
declaratory  law,  or  any  thing  more 
palatable,  might  be  pa  {fed.  He 
w ilhed  Mr.  Fox  to  withdraw  his 
motion.  And  yet  he  thought  it  ne- 
celTary  that  fome  proceeding  Ihouid 
take  place,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
eflajbhdiment  of  bad  precedents. 

Mr.  Fox  concluded  a  long  yet 
animated  reply  to  Mr.  Pitt,  by  de¬ 
claring  his  convidtion,  that  if  the 
meafure,  that  formed  the  lubjedt  of 
debate,  was  not  reprobated,  he 
diould  think  that  man  a  hypocrite 
who  pretended  to  fee  any  dillindlion 
between  this  government  and  an 
ablolute  monarchy.  Fie  had  made 
ule,  in  former  days,  of  ftrong  opini¬ 
ons  ;  he  did  not  retract  one  of  them  ; 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  laying  that 

occasions 
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occafions  might  arife,  even  in  a  com¬ 
paratively  free  country,  when  men 
might  be  driven  to  the  necelli  ty  of 
reli  fiance. 

Mr.  Bragge’s  amendment,  on  a 
divifion  of  the  houfe,  was  carried 
by  185  again  ft  104. 

If  the  minifter  gained  a  vidlory 
over  oppofition,  on  the  prefent  occa- 
lion,  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
triumphing,  in  their  turn,  a  few 
months  afterwards,  in  the  verifica¬ 
tion  of  what  was  fo  pofitively  pre¬ 
dicted  by  Mr.  Grey  and  Mr.  Fox, 
that  enormous  as  the  burden  of 
more  than  two  millions  of  taxes 
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was,  yet  another  million  would  be 
wanted.  On  the  twenty-lixth  of 
April,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  demanded  a  farther  lupply. 
He  ft  a!  ed  the  purpofes  for  which 
this  was  necelTary,  and  the  means 
by  which  it  was  propofed  to  be 
raifed.  The  aggregate  of  what 
had  already  been  voted,  and  what 
he  propofed  to  be  now  voted,  for 
the  public  fervice,  or,  in  other 
words,  of  his  two  budgets,  amounted 
to  42,786,000/.* 

He  propofed,  at  the  fame  time, 
a  farther  loan  of  two  millions,  if 
fandioned  by  parliament,  to  the 


*  The  whole  of  the  fuppiies  for  1797 
Navy  -  *  - 

Army  X 

Army  extraordinaries,  or  out-ftanding  debts 

Treafury-bills,  and  army-warrants  - 

Army  extraordinaries,  for  1797  -  •*  - 

Ordnance  - 

Ordnance  extraordinaries,  and  barracks 

Mifceilaneous  fervices,  including  the  relief  of  emigrant  priefts  • 

Advances  to  the  merchants  of  Grenada 

Imperial  loan  -  - 

Annual  addition  to  the  finking  fund 

Deficiency  of  land  and  malt 

Repayment  to  the  bank  for  advance  to  the  confolidated  fund  of  1795 
Ditto  for  1796  - 

Farther  deficiencies  of  land  and  malt 
Deficiency  of  the  confolidated  fund 

To  difcharge  exchequer-bills,  ilTued  on  the  credit  of  the  confolidated  fund  ^ 
for  1796  -  -  "  ) 

Vote  of  credit  for  1797  - 


r 

K,  • 

12, 66 1, 000 
6,600,000 
3,387,000 
1, 088, coo 
4. 000. coo 
1,623,000 
737,000 
929,000 
600,000 
500,000 
200,000 
350,000 
1,054,000 
3, 370,000 
900,000 
2,177,000 

I, 1 10,000 

2,500,000 

42,786,000 


NEW  TAXES. 

Tax  on  property,  transferred  by  private  contrail,  at  4 d.  per  pound  170,000 

Copies  of  deeds  to  be  given  in  evidence,  to  be  ftampt  -  40.000 

On  the  probates  of  wills,  above  300/.  -  -  40,000 

An  additional  duty  of  if  A  upon  the  ftamps  of  each  newfpaper  «  J  14,000 

Increafed  duty  on  advertifements  -  20  000 

On  attorney’s  certificates  -  i5>oco 

On  ornamental  plate  -  30,000 

Duty  equal  to  the  tolls  on  all  carriages  paffing  the  turnpikes  1-  450,000 

On  bills  of  exchange  -  40,000 

Infurance  from  fire  -  35,000 

©emitted  in  the  fum  mentioned  on  the  produce  of  the  ft  amps  on  copies  of  deeds  1 0,000 


Total  of  the  new  taxes 


r.000 


t 


\ 
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emperor.  The  aggregate  of  the 
ways  tmd  means  are  dated  below.*' 
Of  the  eighteen,  millions  to  be 
borrowed,  one  million  and  a  half 
was  for  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  of 
which  the  intereft  was  to  be  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  frith  parliament.  Ano¬ 
ther  million  and  a  half  was  to  be' 
lent  to  the  emperor,  to  enable  him 
to  repay  the  million  and  a  half  ad- 
winced  by  this  country  He  pro- 
pofed  a  farther  loan  of  two  millions, 
if  fan  Hi  on  ed  by  parliament,  to  our 
Imperial  ally.  For  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  prompt  payment,  every 
100/.  fuhfcribed  to  have  the  value 
of  104-1.  17  s. 


The  feveral  bills,  fpr  impelling  the 
new  taxes,  propofed  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
in  his  two  budgets,  for  the  current 
year,  were  regularly,  and  fuecef- 
fively,  brought  into  both  houfes  of 
parliament,-  and  mod  of  them  were 
patTed,  with  few  alterations ;  but 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  feffion.s,  on 
the  thirtieth  of  June,  he  Fated  to  the 
houfe  of  commons  certain  deficien¬ 
cies  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
eftirnated  product  of  the  late  taxes, 
and  which  amounted  to  the  fum 
of  660,0001.  Thefe  deficiencies 
were  fupplied  by  new  taxes. f 
The  houfe  of  commons,  in  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  fupply,  on  the  firft  of  Mav, 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 


The  land  and  malt  - 

Surplus  and  grants  - 

Loyalty  loan,  according  to  the  firF  budget 
Lottery  - 

Exchequer-bills  - 

Growing  produce  of  the  confoiidated  fund,  by  eftimation 
The  part  of  the  loan  applied  to  Great  Britain  only 


c 

2,750,000 

420,000 

28,000,000 

200,000 

3,000,000 

2,000,000 

l6,5CO,OCO 


Total  of  the  ways  and  means  for  the  year  1797,  42,870,000 


NEW  TAXES  cf  the  Second  Budget. 

The  confohdated  duties  on  {lamps  in  general,  doubled 

Tax  on  property,  transferred  by  private  contract,  at  4d.  per  pound 

Copies  of  deeds  to  be  given  in  evidence,  to  be  Itamped 

On  the  probates  of  wills  above  the  turn  of  500/ 

An  additional  duty  of  i-fd.  upon  the  {lamps  of  each  newfpaper 
Increafed  duty  on  advertifements 
On  attorney’s  certificates 
On  ornamental  plate 

Duty  equal  to  the  toils  on  all  carriages  palling  turnpikes 

•  1 

f  Surplus  on  Scotch  fpirits 
On  horfes  employed  in  agriculture 
On  pepper,  imported 
On  coals,  exported 
Watches  and  clocks 


320  009 
270;000 
40,000 
40,000 
1 14,000 
20,000 
2  5,000 
30,000 
450,000 


I,  199,000 

182,000 
2  50,000 
15,000 
34,000 
200,000 


took 
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took  into  their  confideration  rnef- 
fages  from  his  majefty,  for  a  million 
and  a  half,  on  the  terms  above 
Bated,  to  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
and  three  millions  and  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  for  the  emperor. 
Thefe  refoluiions,  though  not  with¬ 
out  undergoing  various  ftri&ures, 
were  agreed  to. 

There  was  another  remittance 
moved  for  at  this  time,  for  a  love- 
reign  prince'  of  Germany,  which 
was  voted  readily,  and  without  the 
leaft  oppofition.  This  was  the  fum 
of  80,000 /.  for  a  portion  to  be  given 
with  the  princefs  royal,  on  her  mar¬ 
riage  with  the  hereditary  prince  of 
Wirtemberg. 

During  the  progrefs  of  the  loan- 
bill,  through  the  different  ftages, 
intelligence  having  been  received 
by  the  minifter,  that  preliminaries 
of  peace  were  either  figned,  or 
ready  to  be  figned,  between  the 
French  republic  and  the  emperor, 
he  ftated  to  the  houfe,  in  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  fupply,  on  the  fifth  of 
May,  that  he  {hould  move  for  re¬ 
payment  of  the  advances  already 
made  to  the  emperor;  but  that  it 
was  not  his  intention,  according 
to  the  grounds  he  had  for  deciding 
his  intention,  at  that  moment,  to 
make  any  provifion  for  farther  ad¬ 
vances  to  his  Imperial  inajefly. 

The  fubfcribers  to  the  loan,  which 
Mr.  Pitt  obtained  near  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  feffion,  commonly  called 
the  loyalty-loan,  having  difcovered 
that  they  were  liable  to  incur,  a  con- 
fiderable  lof's  from  the  fubfequent 
depreilion  of  the  funds,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  former  patriotifm, 
prevailed  on  the  minifter  to  apply 
to  parliament  to  make  them  a  re- 
compenfe.  On  the  thirtieth  of 
May,  he  moved  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  to  allow  them  51.  in  every 


]  00/.  which  would  amount,  in  the 
whole,  to  an  annuity  of  fix ty  or 
feventy  thoufand  pounds. 

Mr.  Dent,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr. 
Baftard,  and  other  members,  con¬ 
tended,  that  a  loan  was  a  fpecula- 
tion,  on  which  the  fubfcribers  en¬ 
tered  with  the  ufuai  expectation  of 
gain  or  lofs,  as  on  any  other  fpecu- 
lation.  They  urged  the  evil  ten¬ 
dency  of  fuch  a  precedent,  and 
conjured  the  committee  to  reftebt 
on  the  ftate  of  the  country,  before 
they  fhould  function  a  meafure  fo 
unprecedented  and  fhameful  in  its 
nature,  and  fo  ruinous  in  its  confe- 
quences.  The  minifter,  for  his  own 
fake,  (hould  not  perfevere  in  a  mea- 
fure,  which,  if  adopted,  muft  tend 
greatly  to  countenance  an  opinion, 
which  began  to  be  very  generally 
entertained,  that  there  was  a  kind 
of  collation  between  him  and  the 
great  monied  capitalifts,  for  the 
purpofe  of  gratifying  their  refpec- 
live  predominant  paftlons,  power, 
and  profit,  at  the  expence  of  the 
fweat  and  almoft  blood  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  This  buftnefs  was  difcufled 
again,  on  the  firft  of  June  :  when 
the  injuftice  of  it  was  fo  ftrongly 
urged  by  different  fpeakers,  that 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
carried  the  refolution  in  favour  of 
the  money-lenders,  only  by  a  tingle 
vote :  namely,  36  to  35.  This 
queftion  was,  of  courfe,  dropped 
for  the  prefen t. 

It  is  in  connection  with  the  ge¬ 
neral  flibjeCt  of  finance,  that  it 
feerns  proper  to  introduce  a  plan 
that  was  propofed  by  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  and  adopted  by 
the  houfe,  and  which  met  with  ge¬ 
neral  approbation,  as  tending  to 
ffrengthen  public  credit,  and 
quicken  the  fprings  of  commerce 
and  national  profperity.  This  was 
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the  fending  of  the  navy  and  exche¬ 
quer  bills  :  the  former,  amounting 
nearly  to  twelve  millions ;  the  lat-  ' 
ter,  to  two  millions  and  a  half.  In 
adj lifting  the  amount  of  the  bonus 
to  be  given,  in  order  to  induce  the 
holders  to  take  a  different  kind  of 
fecurity,  the  point  to  be  confidered, 
was  the  difference  between  the  va¬ 
lue  of  thofe  bills,  burthened  with  a 
difcount,  and  drawing  on  inlerelt 
of  4  per  cent,  and  the  value  of 
thofe  funds  which  were  to  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  refpective  holders. 
It  was  deemed  ad  vi  (able  to  fund 
the  bills  in  the  different  flocks, 
leaving  the  choice  of  the  particular 
flock  to  the  holders.  The  bonus 
granted,  amounted,  on  an  average 
of  the  different  rates  of  the  diffe¬ 
rent  flocks,  to  one  and  a  half  in- 
terefr,  on  the  bills,  per  cent. 


In  this  chapter  of  finance,  W€ 
proceed  now  to  the  Britifh  com¬ 
merce  and  finances  in  India. 

On  the  20fh  of  December,  Mf, 
D undas  introduced  into  the  houfe  of 
commons  his  flatements  refpecting 
our  affairs  in  India,  whicih  he  di¬ 
vided  into  three  dalles.  The  firft 
clafs  confifted  cf  the  average  flate¬ 
ments  of  the  three  lafi  years,  with  a 
view  of  enabling  the  committee  to 
judge  of  the  pafl :  the  fecond,  a 
comparifon  of  the  effimates>  and 
adtual  amounts  of  the  charges  and 
revenues  of  the  laft  year  :  the  third, 
an  account  of  whatever  cxpenees 
Or  difburfements  might  arife  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  year. 

From  a  general  flatement  of  the 
revenue  and  charges  in  India*  for 
the  year  1794*5,*  it  appeared  that 
there  remained  a  fum  applicable  to 


th# 


*  Laid  out  at  Bengal  inveffments,  including  charges,  Sec. 
Madras,  ditto  - 

Bombay,  ditto  « 

Bencoolen,  ditto  .  - 


Revenues  and  charges  In  Sntijk  trade  for  1794-5, 
3,  Bengal 


Revenues.  No 

No.  6,  Madras 
No.  9,  Bombay 


c 


T,  108,449 
536,808 
166,656 

26,  C  C2 

1,838,445 


5^937*93 1 
1,775,782 
3x2,48a 

S, 026, 193 


Charges,  No..  3,  Bengal 

No.  6,  Madras 
No.  9,  Bombay 


Total  charge 
Total  revenue 


JSfctt  revenue  of  the  three  precedencies 
No.  18,  Dedudt  Supplies  to  Bencoolen,  &c. 

Surplus  revenues,  1794-5 

Which  were  mure  than  the  eftimates,  by 


3»477>39G 

3,769,125 

697,924 

5,944,445 

8,026,193 

2,081,478 

74^57 

6,006,891 

139,147 


This 
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the  purehafe  of  ftatements  and 
payment  of  commercial  charges, 
2,084,767/.  From  a  fiatement  of 
the  difpofition  of  this  furplus  from 
the  territorial  revenue,  it  appear¬ 
ed  that  there  remained  a  lum  of 
246,322/.  applicable  to  any  other 
purpofe.  This  turn,  he  underftood, 
had  been  applied  to  the  purehafe  of 
rice,  and  to  the  profit  and  lofs  ac¬ 
count  upon  internal  trade.  He  now 
proceeded  to  ft  ate  the  general  refult 
of  the  eftimates  for  J 795-6.  Ad¬ 
ding  the  increale  of  aflets  to  the  de- 
creafe  of  debts,  he  found  that  the 
company’s  affairs  in  India  were  bet¬ 
ter  that  year  than  in  that  preceeding 
if  by  634,390/.  Having  ftated  the 
affairs  of  the  company  abroad,  the 
only  part  of  them  for  which  he  was 
refponfible,  he  proceeded  to  give  the 
ftat.e  of  their  affairs  at  home,  which 
were  more  immediately  under  the 
charge  of  the  diredtors.  Upon  a 
general  companion  of  debts  and 
aflets,  Mr.  Dundas  concluded  that 
the  company’s  affairs  were  in  thefe 
rel pedfs  better  in  1796,  than  in 
the  preceding  year,  by  1,240,490/. 
Having  thus  concluded  his  ftatement 
of  accounts,  Mr.  Dundas  ftated  feme 
charges  incurred  by  late  regulations, 


to  which  a  part  of  the  furplus  he 
had  fiated  would  naturally  be  ap¬ 
plied.  The  regulations  to  which  he 
alluded  were  thofe  that  had  been 
made  for  remedying  two  grievances 
complained  of  by  the  military  officers 
in  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft-India  com¬ 
pany.  They  had  not  the  fame 
chance  with  his  maje fly’s  officers  of 
rifing  in  the  army,  being  incapable, 
according  to  the  mode  and  cufiom 
of  the  India  army,  of  rifing  any 
higher  than  the  rank  of  a  colonel. 
Nor  could  they  return  to  their  own 
country  for  the  benefit  of  their 
health,  without  giving  up  their  com- 
miffions  and  lofing  their  pay ;  a  fyf- 
tem  of  great  fe  verity  and  injufiice, 
as  it  left  to  the  gallant  officer, 
whofe  generous  exertions  for  the 
company’s  interefl  had  injured  his 
health  without  benefitting  his  for¬ 
tune,  no  alternative  but  to  return 
home  totally  unprovided  even  by 
half-pay  :  or  to  flay  in  the  fervice, 
and  retain  his  pay,  at  the  price  of 
health  and  pay  together.  The  juft 
complaints  of  the  India  officers  had 
been  remedied,  to  the  complete  fa¬ 
il's  fadt  ion  of  the  great  bulk  of  the 
officers,  at  the  annual  expence  of 
500,000/.  Reviewing  that  part  of 


This  fum,  he  faid,  might  be  confidered  as  a  free  difpofable  fum  for  the  purehafe  of 
investments,  for  any  other  purpofe  j  but,  previous  to  fucii  an  application,  a  deduction  was 
to  be  made  of  the  different  items,  as  follow. 

Deduft  intereft  on  debts,  to  be  paid  from  the  furplu3. 

No.  18,  Bengal  -  -  339,422 

No.  19,  Madras  -  8,807 

No.  20,  Bombay  *  -  76,072 

Total  interefl  484,301 

Hence  the  nett  furplus  from  the  territorial  revenues,  would  be  -  1,522,500 

To  which  it  was  proper  to  add  the  amount  of  the  fales  of  imports,  cer- 
tificates,  &c.  (No.  15.)  j  562,177 

And  the  amount  which  would  be  applicable  to  the  purehafe  of  invert- 
ments,  payment  of  commercial  charges,  would  then  be  <-  J  2>cS4>?6/ 
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the  company’s  concerns  which  fell 
moft  immediately  within  his  province 
to  examine,  he  was  confident  in  af- 
ferling,  that  it  was  in  an  increafing 
progreffion  of  profperity,  and  that 
there  was  every  profpedt  of  this 
profperity  being  yet  very  condder- 
ably  augmented.  Their  revenues 
and  edablilhroents  were  fettled  on 
a  folid  and  permanent  bafis ;  nor 
was  there  any  eircumfiance  within 
the  probable  Icope  of  events  that 
was  likely  to  reverie  their  dtua- 
tion. 

Mr.  D.  Scott  confirmed  the  gene¬ 
ral  datement  of  Mr.  Dundas,  as  to 
the  profperity  of  India,  and  the  pro- 
greltive  increafe  of  profit  upon  all 
the  fales.  He  dated  the  advantage 
to  be  derived  from  the  commerce  of 
Bengal,  as  well  as.  China.  Mr. 
Scott  obferved,  that  it  cod  the 
company  above  1,000,000/.  addi¬ 
tional,  on  account  of  freight;  but, 
in  the' event  of  peace,  this  wrould 
be  faved,  and  confequently  a  much 
larger  profit  would  arife  upon  the 
tales:  beddes,  in  times  of  peace, 
many  more  markets  would  be  open 
for  difpofing  of  the  commodities  of 
India.  Mr.  Scott  differed  widely 
from  an  honourable  baronet  (fir 
Francis  Baring),  in  his  opinion  re- 
fpefiting  the  podefiion  of  certain 
late  acquifitions.  The  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  and  the  idand  of  Cey¬ 
lon  were  of  the  greated  importance, 
next  to  the  podefiion  of  Bengal,  for 
fecuring  the  empire  of  the  ead. 
With  refpebt  to  the  fpice-iflands, 
he  thought  it  better  that  this  coun¬ 
try  diould  have  them  than  the 
French;  though  perhaps  it  was  bet¬ 
ter  that  they  diould  be  left  intirely 
free. 

The  various  matters  of  fadt  dated 
by  Mr.  Dundas  were  now  recorded. 


and  authenticated  in  the  form  of  re* 
dilutions  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 

Mr.  Dundas,  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  prefented  thefe  ftatements 
to  the  houfe  of  commons,  wilhed 
the  members  to  recollect  that  the- 
accounts  he  then  laid  before  them 
had  come  over  in  the  courfe  of 
the  preceding  fpring;  and  obferved, 
that,  if  they  defired  to  have  an  ac¬ 
curate  account  of  the  whole  reve¬ 
nues,  to  the  lated  period  of  the  year 
to  which  thefe  accounts  belonged, 
he  fliould  produce  another  date- 
ment  in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuins? 

Q 

fpring;  by  which  time,  he  hoped, 
accounts,  to  the  lated  periods, 
would  be  received.  He,  accord¬ 
ingly,  on  the  fourteenth  of  July, 
1797,  prefented  a  fecond  datement 
of  accounts.  Upon  a  comparative 
view  of  the  accounts  prefented  this 
year,  with  the  edimates  on  which 
the  arrangements  of  1793  were 
formed,  it  appeared,  that 

The  edimated  furplus  of  <£ 
1796-7  was  -  1,584,008 

Which  exceeded  the  ef- 

timate  of  1793,  by  -  70,431 

The  total  of  the  edimate 
of  receipts  and  fales  of 
1793  was  -  5,185,987 

The  total  of  the  abtual 
receipts  of  1796-7 
was  -  7,316,916 

The  nett  excefs  of  pay¬ 
ments  over  the  actual 
receipts  for  1796-7 
amounted  to  -  1, £82, 965 

Though  thefe  feemed  to  be  falling 
off  in  the  date  of  the  company’* 
affairs,  there  were  feveral  great 
contingent  expences  increafed  this 
year,  not  likely  to  occur  again  to 
any  dmilar  extent ;  particularly  the 

expendi- 
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'  expenditure  occafioned  by  the  new 
military  arrangement,  and  the  mi¬ 
litary  expeditions  fo  happily  planned 
and  executed.  It  appeared,  from 
Mr.  Dundas’s  ffatements,  that  the 
company’s  affets  abroad  exceeded 
their  debts  by  660,000/.  $  and,  that 
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if  the  whole  of  their  affairs  were 
wound  up,  they  would  receive  an 
annual  return  of  9.50,000/.  Mr. 
Dundas  then  moved  various  re/o- 
lutions,  correfponding  to  his  variou 
llatements :  all  of  which  were  a., 
greed  to. 


i 
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Clouded.  Afpedt  of  Britijh  Affairs  in  the  End,  of  1796,  and  earlier  Part  of 
1797. — M ejfagcsfrom  His  Majcffy  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  relating 
to  the  Rupture  of  the  Negociation  for  Peace  at  Paris  .—A  dd  reffes  in  Confe¬ 
rence  moved  to  His  Majefty. — Amendments propofed. — Debates. — Amend¬ 
ments  rejected,  arid  the  Addreffes  carried  by  large  Majorities  .—Motion  for 
Peace  in  the  Iloufe  of  Lords.— Motion  for  the  fame  End  in  the  Houfe  of 


Commons ,  -—Debates  in  both  Houfes.. 


7  HTLE  either  the  improvidence 
Y  V  of  our  councils,  or  the  adver¬ 
sity  of  events,  involved  a  neceffity  of 
heavy  and  even  fevere  taxation* 
other  difeouraging  circum  fiances  ac¬ 
companied  or  followed  this  evil  in 
clofe  fiicceflion.  Difficulty  crowded 
on  difficulty,  danger  on  danger. 
On  the  return  of  lord  Malmelbury, 
towards  the  clofe  of  1796,  from  the 
unfuceefsful  negociation  at  Parrs, 
the  Britifo  funds  fuffered  a  greater 
depreffion  than  was  experienced  at 
apy  period  of  the  American  war.* 
Info rre£tions  prevailed  in  many  parts 
of  Ireland,  difeontents  in  all  :  an 
unexampled  run  on  the  bank  of 
England  was  followed  by  a  fufpen- 
iron  of  payment  in  fpeeie;  a  muti¬ 
ny  of  unprecedented  extent  and  in¬ 
veteracy  raged  in  the  navy;  fym- 
toms  of  difeontent  began  to  appear 
in  the  army;  the  public  diffiatis- 
fa&ion  and  alarm  were  expreffied  in 
petitions  from  all  quarters,  for  a 
change  of  meafures,  if  not  of  minrf- 
%rs;  the  wild  and  darkening  forefl 


threatened  to  clofe  around  us.  But 
villas  and  paffiages  were  opened  for 
our  efc.ape :  and  temporary  emfcar- 
rafments  and  alarms,  only  ferved  to 
prove  the  extent  of  our  refources, 
and  the  influence  of  thofe  virtues 
which  frill  ffirung  the  nerves  of  both 
private  and  public  credit,  and  united 
Englifhmen  in  the  bonds  of  mutual 
confidence,  and  an  attachment  to 
their  common  country. 

In  the  circumftances  and  temper 
of  the  nation,  in  December,  1797, 
an  opinion  very  generally  prevailed, 
that  the  embafiy  was  lent  over  to 
Paris,  by  his  majeffy’s  mimfters,  for 
the  foie  purpofe  of  amuling  people 
with  the  fallacious  hopes  of  peace, 
that  they  might  the  more  ealily  pro¬ 
cure  money  for  the  profecution  of 
the  war.  The  adherents  of  the 
miniflry,onthe  other  hand,  laboured 
by  all  means,  whether  of  fpeaking 
or  writing,  to  imprefs  a  conviction, 
that  the  rupture  of  the  negociation 
for  peace  at  Paris  was  to  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  a  fyflematical  averfion 


and: 


*  The  three  per  cent  confols,  being  fc  low  as  51/. 
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and  apprehenfion  of  peace,  in  the 
■governing  party  in  the  French  re¬ 
public.  FI  is  maj efty'fs  declaration, 
■on  this  fubject,  was  laid  before  the 
houfe  of  lords,  by  lord  Grenville,  on 
the  27th  of  December.  The  fitb- 
france  of  this  declaration  was, f{ that 
the  rupture  of  the  megocialion  did 
not  arife  from  the  failure  of  any 
fincere  attempt  on  the  part  of 
France;  but  from  the  determination 
>ol  that  government  (meaning  the 
French  government)  to  reject  all 
jineans  of  peace,  by  an  obftinate  ad¬ 
herence  to  a  claim  which  never 
-could  be  admitted;  a  claim,  which 
that  government  retted  on  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  its  own  country,  to  be 
received  by  all  nations  as  paramount 
to  every  principle  and  law  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  as  fuperior  to  the  obligations 
■•of  treaties,  the  ties  of 'common  inte- 
reit,  and  the  mo  ft  urgent  eon  fi  dera¬ 
tions  of  general  fecurity.  His  ma- 
jefly,  who  had  entered  into  this 
‘treaty,  with  good  faith,  had  now  on- 
■Jv  to  lament  its  abrupt  termination ; 
and  to  declare,  in  the  face  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  that  whenever  his  enemies 
-ftiould  he  difpofed  to  enter  on  the 
wrork  of  general  pacification,  nothing 
ftiould  be  wanting,  on  his  part,  to 
contribute  to  the  accompli  {foment  of 
that  great  object,  which -was  only  ..re¬ 
tarded  (meaning  retarded  only)  by 
the  exorbitant  pretentions.- of  his  ene¬ 
mies.”  A  fimi!armefiage,  on  the  fame 
fubjeCt,  was  lent  from  his  majefty 
to  the  houfe  of  commons.  A  uthen¬ 
tic  copies  of  all  the  papers,  relative 
to  the  negociation,  having  been 
printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  mem¬ 
bers,  his  majefty’s  meffage,  on  that 
fubjedt,  was,  on  the  30th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  taken  into  confideration,  in  both 
houfes  of  parliament. 

This  meflage  bein£  read  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  lord  Grenville,  after 


lamenting  the  failure  of  the  negoci- 
tion,  proceeded  to  fhevv  the  fincerity 
of  his  majefty  in  that  bufinefs,  on 
the  one  part,  and  the  inftneerity  of 
the  French  republic  on  the  other. 
In  conclusion,  he  moved  an  addrefs 
to  his  majefty,  containing  affurances 
that  the  lords  were  perfectly  fatif- 
fied  with  his  majefty’s  conduct  in 
the  whole  of  the  negociation,  and 
that  he  might  place  the  fulleft  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  wifdom  and  firmnefs 
of  his  parliament,  on  the  tried  va¬ 
lour  of  his  forces  by  fea  and  land, 
and  on  the  zeal,  public  fpirit,  and 
refources  of  his  kingdoms,  for  vigo¬ 
rous  and  effedtual  fupport  in  the 
profeention  of  a  eonteft,  which  it 
did  not  depend  on  his  majefty  to 
terminate,  and  which  involved  in  it 
the  fecurity  and  permanent  interefts 
of  this  country. 

The  ear  Hof  Guildford  declared, 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  prefent  was 
the  moll  unfortunate  day  this  coun¬ 
try  had  ever  experienced,  that  only 
excepted  which  had  plunged  us  into 
the  calamities  of  the  prefent  war. 
If  the  flatus  quo  ante  helium  had 
been  the  principle  agreed  on,  he  was 
ready  to  admit  that  the  French  had 
departed  from  that  principle:  but 
this  was  by  no- mean s.  the  cafe.  The 
principle  that -was  to  from  the  bafis 
of  the  negociation,  was  that  of  pro¬ 
portional -reftitution:  and  was  there 
any  man  being,  who  could  fay,  that 
what  we  offered  to  be  reftored  to 
France,  was  an  equivalent  to  what 
we  afked  of  her  to  reftore  o  our 
allies?  His  lordfhip  concluded  his 
fpeech,  by  propofing  an  amendment 
to  the  addrefs,  dating  what  he  con¬ 
ceived  to  be  blameable  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  his  majefty  Is  minifters  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war, 
charging  them  with  .inftneerity  in 
every  part. of  the  negociation, '  and 

[L3]  moving 
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moving  that  a  committee  might  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  prefent 
calamitous  date  of  the  country. 

The  earl  of  Derby  denied,  as  lie 
always  had  done,  any  necePity,  on 
our  part,  of  going  into  the  prefent 

war.  He  described  the  prelent  dif- 
trefsful  Pate  of  the  country;  and 
exprefied  his  fufpicions  that  the 
miniftry  were  infmcere  in  their  late 
fhew  of  negotiation.  His  lordfhip 
thought  that  Pondicherry  in  the 
EaP  Indies,  and  Martinico,  St.  Lu¬ 
cia,  and  Tobago,  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
could  never  be  confidered  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  Milanefs  and  the 
AuPrian  Netherlands. 

The  earl  of  Liverpool  faid,  that 
what  we  had  offered  to  the  French, 

was,  in  reality,  an  equivalent  to 
what  we  afked  of  them  to  be  given 
up.  It  was  reported,  that  the  reve¬ 
nue  they  received  from  their  VveP- 
India  ifiands,  generally  amounted  to 
ten  millions  annually.— Why  did 
not  the  French  directory,  when 
they  were  diffatisfied  with  the  pro¬ 
pofols  from  the  Britifh  court,  bring 
forward  fome  counter-project  of 
their  own  ? 

Lord  Auckland  declared,  that, 
though  he,  from  the  beginning  of  this 
bufinefs,  firmly  believed  that  it 
would  not  be  attended  with  any 
fuccefs,  had  yet  been  of  opinion 
that  it  w7as  right  that  the  experi¬ 
ment  fhould  be  made,  for  the  fatif- 
Each'oq  of  the  country.  The  expe¬ 
riment  had  been  made,  and  the.  re¬ 
fill  t  was  Pick  as  he  had  expected. 
Fie  declared  his  conviction,  that  the 
defenders  of  the  French  republic 
were  in  fuch  a  Pate  of  diPrefs,  as 
not  to  be  able  to  go  through  ano¬ 
ther  campaign. 

The  earl  Fitzwilliam  faid,  that  no 
carcumftance  had  occurred  to  con¬ 
vince  him,  that  the  former  proud 


and  dangerous  principles  of  the 
French  did  not  now  exiP  in  their  full 
force.  There  could  be  no  fafety  in 
fraternizing  with  fuch  a  people. 

The  duke  of  Bedford,  among 
other  Pirewd  remarks,  obferved, 
that  lord  Malmefbury,  in  his  conver- 
fation  with  M.  de  la  Croix,  by 
hinting  at  an  equivalent  for  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  had,  in  a  manner,  ad¬ 
mitted  the  plea  of  the  directory, 
and  that,  in  contradidtion  to  the 
treaties  fubfiPir.g  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  allies.  The  French 
miniPer,  at  the  fame  time,  by  con¬ 
verting  about  an  equivalent,  proved 
that  he  virtually  admitted  that  fome 
equivalent  might  be  accepted. — 
Lord  Malmefbury,  he  obferved,  had 
requePed  a  contre  projet,  whilft, 
at  the  fame  time,  he  perhfted  in 
refuting  to  enter  upon  any  treaty  in 
which  the  French  were  to  retain 
poffePionof  the  Netherlands.  From 
thefe  circumPances,  as  well  as  that 
of  lord  Malmefbury  being  left  with¬ 
out  a  diferetionary  power  in  any 
matter  of  importance,  his  grace  in¬ 
ferred,  that  miniPers  w'ere  not  Pn- 
cere  in  the  propofed  negociations 
for  peace.  He  thought  that  before 
a  renewal  of  the  negociation, 
miniPers  ought  to  have  fatisfied 
themfelves,  that  the  French  directo¬ 
ry  had  departed  from  the  principle 
they  avowed,  when  they  replied  to 
treat  with  Mr.  Wickham.  In  his  opi¬ 
nion,  miniPers  had  not  only  created 
fufpicions,  as  to  the  fmcerity  of  their 
intentions,  but  even  afforded  jup 
grounds  for  accufation.  They  had 
adted  on  a  principle  of  augmenting 
the  power  of  great  Pates,  at  the 
expence  of  thole  which  were 
weaker;  fuch,  he  laid,  was  their 
idea  of  remunerative  juPice!  By 
confenting  to  fuch  a  principle,  Eu¬ 
rope  would  fink  into  a  rniferable 

labyrinth 
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labyrinth  of  defpotic  arrogance; 

a  principle  on  which/’  (aid  his 
grace,  “  I  {hall  make  no  comment, 
but  leave  it  to  your  confcience  to 
decide/’ 

The  earl  Spencer  denied  that  lord 
Malmefbury,  in  his  converfation 
with  de  la  Croix,  had  propofed 
any  ultimatum.  The  Jail  note  of 
the  diredtory  was  actually  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  negoeiation  on  their 
part.  And,  what  was  their  pro-*, 
pofal?  “  You  (hall  accept  the  bails 
of  our  new- formed  conftitution, 
which  engrafts  a  conquered  country 
into  an  integral  part  of  our  territo¬ 
ries.  The  principle  advanced  by- 
force,  would  go  to  fubvert  all  the 
acknowledged  laws  of  nations. 
Whil#  the  directory  were  requiring 
an  ultimatum  from  us,  they  were  in 
fa  61  giving  one  themfelves. 

The  lord  chancellor  fa  id,  that  the 
amendment  in  detail  was  nothing 
elfe  than  an  exaggeration  of  the 
power  of  the  enemy,  encouraging 
to  them,  and  depr-effing  to  the  inte- 
reftsof  this  country.  The  inference 
to  be  drawn  from  it  was,  that  this 
country  mud  fubmit  to  whatever 
terms  the  enemy  ehofe  to  impofe. 
He  denied  the  earl  of  Guildford’s 
a  tier  (ion,  that  the  memorial  pre- 
fented  to  the  French  directory ,  was 
of  a  fophiftical  nature:  for  what 
could  contain,  in  plainer  terms,  a 
more  ingenious  declaration  of  what 
England  was  difpofed  to  furrender, 
and  what  to  demand  in  behalf  of 
her  allies?  But  whatever  might  be 
the  relative  value  of  the  compenfa- 
tions  propofed,  they  had  never,  in 
fadt,  been  brought  under  difcuffion. 
The  propofals  of  England  towards 
the  enemy  was  generous  and  li¬ 
beral:  though  France  had  made  no 
conquefls  from  us,  yet  England  pro¬ 
pofed  to  furrender  back  all  the  con- 
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quefls  made  by  that  power,  only  on 
condition  of  her  making  fuitable 
returns  of  the  conquefts  made  from 
the  emperor.  His  lord fh ip  remark¬ 
ed,  that  the  government  of  France 
had  made  no  reply  to  the  memorial 
which  had  been  prefented;  the 
queftion  of  reciprocal  compenfations 
had. -never  been  fairly  difeuffed:  i n- 
tlead  of  this  they  required  an  ulti¬ 
matum  within  twenty-four  hours; 
and,  in  the  very  act  of  doing  fo,  they 
recalled  the  very  balls  of  the  nego- 
ciation,to  which  they  had  previoufly 
agreed.  He  would  put  out  of  view 
the  infolence  and  arrogance  of  th6 
language  they  had  ufed,  and  content 
himfelf  with  obferving  that  their 
whole  conduct  and  language  di.feo- 
vered,  on  their  part,  a  de  term  illation 
to  avoid  all  difcuffion.  Thus,  laid 
his  lordffiip,  have  the  government 
of  France  barred  and  double  barre'd 
the  door  of  negoeiation  again#  you. 
He  proceeded  to  illuftrate,  what  he 
called,  the  <f  immenfity  of  our  na¬ 
tional  wealth  and  profperity.”  Fie 
concluded  his  fpeech,  by  a  repe¬ 
tition  of  an  obfervation  he  had 
made  in  the  outlet  of  it,  that, 
at  no  former  period  of  Englith 
hiftory,  when  negociations  were 
broken  off,  as  at  Gertruydenburg, 
in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  did 
thofe  who  then  oppofed  the  mi- 
niflry  ever  think  of  bringing  for¬ 
ward  a  motion  like  that  thing 
which  he  held  in  his  hand. 

On  a  divition  of  the  houfe,  the 
amendment,  propofed  by  the  earl 
of  Guildford,  was  rejected,  by  8(3 
again#  8. 

The  earl  Fitzwilliam,  after  a 
brief  recapitulation  of  tome  of  the 
arguments  he  had,  on  fundry  occa- 
tions,  urged  before,  for  irreconcile- 
able  hohility  to  the  French  republic, 
moved  an  amendment  to  the  ad- 
[  L  4  ]  drefs  ^ 


152]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


clrefs;  in  fubftance,  reprefenting 
their  dangerous  principles,  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  perfevering  in  the  conteft: 
in  which  we  were  at  prefent  en¬ 
gaged,  and  the  impropriety  of  court¬ 
ing  any  negociation  of  peace  with 
France  in  its  prefent  ftate.  Lord 
Fitzwilliam’s  motion  was  negatived 
without  a  divifion. 

The  order  of  the  day,  thirtieth  of 
December,  for  taking  into  confidera- 
iion  his  majefty*s  meffage,  on  the 
failure  of  the  negociation  for  peace 
with  France,  in  the  houfe  of  com-* 
mens,  being  read  from  the  chair, 

Mr.  Pitt  rofe  up,  to  move  an  ad- 
drefs  to  his  majefty,  in  confequence 
of  his  moil  gracious  communication 
to  that  houfe.  The  motion,  which 
it  was  his  duty,  he  faid,  to  make  on 
thatfubjeCt,  unqueftionably  involved 
in  it  many  great  and  momentous 
confi derations.  He  grievoufiy  la¬ 
mented  the  fudden  hop  which  had 
been  put  to  that  negociation,  by 
which,  we  had  fondly  hoped,  that, 
we  fhould  at  laft  have  been  relieved 
from  the  conteh  in  which,  for  fome 
time  pah,  we  had  been  engaged  : 
a  conteft,  into  which  we  were 
forced  againft  our  will :  a  conteft, 
produced  by  the  repeated  aggreftions 
of  an  imperious  enemy;  a  conteft, 
undertaken,  on  our  part,  to  main¬ 
tain  our  rights  and  liberties  as  a 
nation,  the  very  exiftence  of  our 
civil  and  political  conftitution,  and 
the  general  policy  and  lecurity  of 
Europe.  The  failure  of  the  ne¬ 
gociation,  he  confidered  as  a  fubjeCt 
of  regret  and  difappointment ;  but, 
be  added,  that  it  was  regret  without 
defpondency  ;  difappointment  with¬ 
out  defpair.  When  we  with  for 
peace,  faid  he,  we  with  for  a  fecure 
and  permanent  peace,  and  the  fe¬ 
cure  and  permanent  pofteftion  of 
thofe  bleftings  writh  which  peace  is 
10 


accompanied.  If,  with  our  ardent 
deftre  of  peace,  we  have  qualified 
the  fteps  which  we  have  taken  to 
procure  it,  by  a  due  regard  to  thefe 
objects,  we  fhall  not  find  that  our 
endeavour  lias  been  without  its  ad¬ 
vantage  :  we  fhall  have  proved,  to 
all  Europe,  to  whom  ambitious  and 
unreafonable  pretentions  ought  to  be 
afcribed  We  may  expect  to  fee, 
as  the  retult  of  fueh  a  conduct,  Eng¬ 
land  united,  and  France  divided. 
In  this  queftion,  we  (hall  have  to 
confider  not  only  what  has  been 
the  conduct  of  our  own  govern¬ 
ment,  but  to  confider  alfo  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  enemy  ;  in  the  manner 
in  which  our  offers  have  been  re¬ 
jected,  in  the  peremptory  and  ab¬ 
rupt  manner  in  which  the  nego¬ 
ciation  has  been  broken  off :  your 
ambaffador  intuited,  your  propofi- 
tions  rejected,  and  even  the  fem- 
blance  of  terms  not  produced  in 
return. 

The  two  great  confiderations  for 
the  houfe,  Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  were, 
firft,  what  fentiments  they  ought  to 
exprefs  to  his  majefty,  on  the  pre¬ 
fent  occafion  ;  and,  feeondly,  com¬ 
bining  the  efforts  made  by  his  ma- 
jefty  with  the  conduCt  adopted  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  what  was 
the  duty  they  were  bound  to  per¬ 
form,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring 
happinefs  and  profperity,  liberty 
and  independence  ?  Mr.  Pitt  con  - 
trafted  the  fincerity  and  readinefs 
with  which  the  Britifh  government 
had  entered  into  the  negociation, 
and  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  terms 
they  had  propofed,  with  the  back- 
wardnefs  of  the  French  to  treat  at 
all,  and  the  extreme  arrogance,  in- 
folence,  and,  indeed,  ablurdity,  of 
their  conduct,  in  fuperfeding,  in  a 
treaty  with  independent  powers, 
the  law  and  ufages  of  nations,  by 

their 
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their  internal  regulations.  In  fa£I, 
he  laid,  in  conclution  of  a  long  and 
animated  fpecch,  the  main  tendency 
of  which  was,  to  rouze  an  indigna¬ 
tion  again  ft  the  prefen  t  government 
of  France,  “  The  queftion  is  not, 
how  much  you  will  give  for  peace  ? 
but,  how  much  difgrace  you  will 
fuffer  at  the  outlet,  how  much  de¬ 
gradation  you  will  fubmit  to  as  a 
preliminary?  In  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  then,  are  we  to  perfevere 
in  the  war  with  a  fpirit  and  energy 
worthy  of  the  Britilh  name,  and  of 
the  Britifti  character?  or,  are  we, 
by  fending  couriers  to  Paris,  to 
proftrate  ourfelves  at  the  feet  of  a 
ftubborn  and  fupercilious  govern¬ 
ment,  to  do  what  they  require,  and 
to  fubmit  to  whatever  they  may 
impofex?  I  hope  there  is  not  a  hand 
in  hismajefty’scouncils  which  would 
tign  the  propofals,  that  there  is  not 
a  heart  in  this  houfe  wlio  would 
function  the  meafure,  and  that  there 
is  not  an  individual  in  the  Britifti 
dominions  who  would  act  as  the 
courier/’  Having  laid  this,  he 
moved  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  re¬ 
echoing,  as  ufual,  the  fentiments 
exprefted  in  his  meffage  to  the 
houfe. 

The  honourable  Mr.  Ertkine,  after 
feme  prefatory  matter,  refpedting  his 
own  fituation  and  feelings,  made 
many  remarks,  of  a  pertonal  nature, 
on  the  (kill,  eloquence,  and  general 
management  of  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  after 
fomeforenfic  maxims  relpeCting  the 
proper  manner  of  inquiring  info 
difputes  between  individuals,  faid, 
let  us  look  back  to  the  particular 
circumftances  which  were  the  ori¬ 
ginal  caufe  of  the  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  French  re¬ 
public.  On  the  twelfth  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1792,  his  majefty  met  the  par¬ 
liament:  at  that  time,  M.  Chauve- 


lin,  the  ambaftfador  of  the  French 
government,  was  then  in  England. 
His  majefty,  in  his  fpeech  from  the 
throne  to  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
complained  of  three  things  :*  firft, 
“  that  the  French  had  fept  feditious 
miffionaries  into  this  country ;  fe- 
condly,  they  had  meditated  an  inva- 
fton  to  Flolland  ;  and,  thirdly,  that 
they  had  interfered  in  opening  the 
Scheldt.”  He  begged  the  houfe  to 
recoiled!,  that,  at  that  particular  pe¬ 
riod  of  time,  Belgium  was  in  the 
pofteffton  of  the  French,  though  not 
as  now ;  it  was  not  then  engrafted 
into  the  territory  of  France  as  an 
integral.  At  that  time,  all  the  cor- 
refpondence  between  lord  Gren¬ 
ville  and  the  French  ambafiador 
was  concealed  from  the  houfe, 
though  M.  Chauvelin  had  given  fe- 
parate  and  fatisfadlory  anfvvers  to 
all  the  complaints  entertained  by 
this  court.  He  entreated  that  the 
king  would  bring  to  condign  pu¬ 
li  ith  men  t  thofe  who  d iftem mated 
feditions  in  his  dominions,  announ¬ 
ced  the  determination  of  France  to 
keep  within  her  own  limits,  and  to 
refpedt  the  rights  of  other  nations. 
Notwithftanding  this  plain  and  ipe- 
ciftc  difavowal,  however,  of  all  the 
grounds  of  hoftility,  war  was  de¬ 
clared  upon  France.  At  that  time 
Belgium  was  not  in  her  pofteftion. 
He  atked,  then,  whether  France 
could  be  conftdered  as  the  aggreftor, 
who  offered  peace  to  this  country, 
on  terms,  which  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  would  be  worthip¬ 
ped,  as  a  god,  if  he  could  now 
procure  ? 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  after  a  war  of  four 
years,  which  was  ftated  to  have 
been  attended  with  many  circum¬ 
ftances  highly  honourable  and  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  Britifti  arms;  after 
an  addition  of  no  lets  than  two  Inin- 
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dred  millions  to  the  national  debt, 
and  of  nine  millions  to  the  perma¬ 
nent  taxes  of  the  country ;  after  an 
enormous  effufi  n  of  human  blood, 
and  an  incalculable  addition  to  hu¬ 
man  wretchednefs,  fo  far  were  we 
from  having  gained  any  object  for 
which  we  had  fet  out  in  the  war, 
that  the  minider  had,  this  night, 
come  forward,  in  a  long  and  elabo¬ 
rate  fpeech,  to  (hew  that  the  only 
effedt  of  all  our  efforts  had  been, 
that  the  enemy  were  become  more 
unreafonable  than  ever  in  their  pre- 
tenfions,  and  that  all  hopes  of  peace 
were  removed  to  a  greater  diflance 
than  ever. — It  had  been  found,  from 
experience,  that,  in  proportion  as 
the  finances  of  the  French  had  been 
acknowledged,  even  by  themfelve.s, 
to  be  reduced  to  the  lowed  ebb,  in 
that  proportion  had  their  exertions 
been  unparalleled.  Numbers  of  ve¬ 
nal  writers  had  been  employed  to 
prove  the  exhaufled  date  of  France, 
and  how  foon  its  prefent  debility 
mud  infallibly  terminate  in  total 
diffolution. — But  while  all  this  was 
demondrated,  year  after  year,  upon 
paper,  the  French,  like  Autaeus, 
thrown  down  upon  his  native  earth, 
rofe  dronger  from  every  fall. — 
Only  wait,  thofe  calculators  tell  us, 
let  Europe  have  the  patience  to 
wait  but  a  little  longer  in  arms. 
Soon  the  mine  of  paper-money  be¬ 
ing  exhauded,  the  charm  will  dis¬ 
appear,  and  the  French  republic, 
deditute  of  every  thing,  will  have 
no  other  refource  than  to  difband 
their  armies,  before  they  revolt, 
and  to  redore  their  conqueds  be¬ 
fore  they  are  compelled  to  evacuate 
them. — The  failure  of  fuch  predic¬ 
tions  did  not  difcourage  their  au¬ 
thors.— They  repeated  their  afferti- 
ons  with  encreafed  preemption,  and 
boldly  appealed  ftill  to  future  events. 


— By  fuch  fallacious  and  impudent 
datements  did  the  encouragers  and 
abettors  of  them  endeavour  to  mif- 
lead  and  impofe  upon  the  people 
of  England  ;  and  fuch  is  the  weak- 
nefs  of  human  nature,  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  Arong  prejudices,  by  fuch 
fallacious  reafonings,  perhaps,  they 
endeavoured  to  fortify  their  own 
faith,  daggering  under  the  evidence 
of  fenfe. 

WhilA  we,  in  eve-ry  quarter  which 
it  was  deemed  mod  important  to 
defend,  had  been  loofing  city  after 
city  :  whild  we  had  been  actually 
dri  ven  from  our  pofleflions,  which 
we  conceived  to  be  neeeffary  to  the 
fecurity  of  our  commerce,  or  to  the 
balance  of  power,  France,  refource- 
lefs  and  difpirited,  „  all  the  while 
avowing  its  own  did  re  fled  duration; 
and  Ipeaking  in  the  mod  refpedtful 
terms  of  our  wealth  and  refources, 
had  been  conflantly  adding  to  its 
acquidtions,  and  aggrandizing  its 
empire.  France,  at  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment,  appeared  as  the  conqueror 
of  mod  important  and  extendve 
territories  !  Belgium  was  annexed 
to  her  empire  !  Great  part  of  Italy- 
had  yielded  to  the  force  of  arms, 
and  Holland  was  now  united  to  the 
republic  by  ties  of  the  flridtefl  alli¬ 
ance  !  If,  indeed,  thefe  acquidtions 
were  to  be  regained  to  the  caufe 
of  Great  Britain,  and  her  allies,  by 
a  lofty  tone  of  argument;  if  the 
tide  of  victory  was  to  be  turned 
by  the  dexterity  of  debate,  and 
the  efficacy  of  our  exertions  bore 
any  proportion  to  the  infolence 
ot  our  boafting,  we  need  not  yet 
be  afraid  to  claim  a  decided  fupe- 
riori  ty. 

Mr.  Fox,  from  a  review  of  the 
hiflory  of  the  negociation,  con¬ 
cluded  that  neither  the  French  re- 
lutiance  to  treat,  nor  the  failure  of 

the 


/ 


il  I  S  TORY  O 

the  negociation,  was  entirely  owing 
to  the  unreafonablenefs  of  the  ene¬ 
my.  They  have  taken  advantage, 
he  faid,  of  the  fituation  in  which 
their  great  fnccefs  has  placed  them. 
If  they  fnould  be  able  to  continue 
their  fuccefles ;  if  they  fhould,  in 
confequence,  rile  in  their  demands; 
there  muft  be  great  alteration  in 
the  conduht  of  m milters,  or  our 
fituation  would  be  deplorable  in¬ 
deed.  I  cannot  help,  here,  reflect¬ 
ing  on  the  period  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  war.  Men  ufed  then  to  lay, 
it  is  not  our  fault;  we  are  not  to 
blame  ;  it  is  all  owing  to  the  unrea¬ 
fonablenefs  of  the  enemy  that  we 
do  not  obtain  peace.  Infatuated 
and  felf-abufed  men !  They  were 
afterwards,  fatally  for  the  interefis 
of  this  country,  convinced  of  the 
folly  of  their  arguments,  and  obliged 
to  accept  of  terms  far  more  againfi 
them,  than  they  might  have  ob¬ 
tained,  had  negociations  been  of¬ 
fered  long  before  they  were. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  Mr. 
Fox  contended  that  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  infineerity,  artifice, 
and  cunning,  in  the  condudt  of  the 
Britilh  minifter  in  that  bufinefs. 
If  the  Britilh  minifier  had  feme 
reafon  to  fufpect  the  fincerity  of 
the  French  directory,  had  not  they, 
at  leaf,  equal  grounds  to  enter¬ 
tain  fome  doubts  with  relpeCt  to 
his  views  in  the  negotiation.— 
When  lord  MahnefDury,  laid  Mr. 
Fox,  in  add  refling  the  French  mi¬ 
nifter,  fo  often  brings  forward  his 
profeftion  of  high  confideration,  I 
cannot  but  finite;  when  I  recoi¬ 
led  that  lord  Auckland  was  made 
a  peer,  merely  becaufe  he  declared 
that  the  men  who  are  now  ad- 
drefted,  in  fuch  refpeCtful  terms, 

4i  ought  to  be  put  under  the  fword 
pf  the  law,  and  becaufe  he  de- 
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nounced  them  as  mifereants,  and 
traitors  to  all  Europe/7  The  mi¬ 
nifter,  he  obferved,  whatever  may 
have  been  his  fincerity  in  the  tranf- 
aCiion,  was  no  ftranger  to  the  ad¬ 
vantages  that  may  be  derived  from 
the  idea  of  a  pending  negociation. 
That  he  now  feels  thofe  advantages 
nobody  will  difpute.  I  know  that 
fome  weeks  ago  a  very  confident 
report  was  circulated,  with  refpeCt 
to  the  probability  of  a  peace.  It 
would  be  curious  to  know  how  far 
lord  Malmefbury,  at  that  period, 
was  influenced  by  any  fuch  belief. 
It  does  not  appear,  from  the  papers 
on  the  table,  that,  at  that  moment, 
he  could  reafonably  hope  for  a  fuc- 
cefsful  ilfue  to  his  negociation.  It 
feems  dubious,  indeed,  from  the  in- 
fpeCtion  of  thofe  papers,  whether 
lord  Malmefbury  was  not  fent  over 
merely  to  fhew  his  diplomatic  dex¬ 
terity  ;  to  fence  and  parry  with  Mr. 
de  la  Croix,  in  order  to  evince  his 
fuperior  fkill  and  adroitnefs  in  the 
management  of  argument,  and  the 
arts  of  political  finelle  ;  to  confound 
the  fhallow  capacity,  and  fuperficiai 
reafoning,  of  the  French  min'fter, 
and  to  make  the  caule  of  this  coun¬ 
try  the  better.  While  lord  Malmef¬ 
bury  was  employed,  thus  honour¬ 
ably,  in  the  difplay  of  his  talents, 
at  Paris,  the  minifter  had  an  uleful 
object  of  policy  to  anfwer  at  home. 
It  was  found  convenient,  for  the 
purpofe  of  financial  arrangements, 
to  hold  out  the  hope  of  peace,  till 
fuch  time  as  it  was  found  that  the 
appearance  of  negociation  might  be 
renounced  without  any  unfavour¬ 
able  effect,  as  to  the  lupplies  of  the 
year.— When  the  French  afked  lord 
Malmefbury  what  terms  he  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  propofe,  he  was  unpro¬ 
vided  with  an  anfwer,  and  obliged 
to  fend  to  this  country  for  inftruc- 
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lions.  What  inference  can  be  drawn 
.from  this  conduct,  on  the  part  of  mi¬ 
ni  Iters,  but  that,  by  thus  bringing 
forward  a  futile,  illufory,  and  un¬ 
meaning  bafis,  they  expended  to 
clifguft  the  French  in  the  firtt  in- 
ttance,  and  (o  get  rid  of  the  negoci- 
ation  ?  and,  if  the  French,  who 
in  uft  have  felt  them  (elves  moc  ked 
by  this  treatment,  and  have  been 
more  and  more  allured  of  the  in- 
fincerity  of  our  minifters,  had  flop¬ 
ped  ail  farther  proceedings,  would 
they  not  have  been  fully  juftifted? 
Undoubtedly,  minifters  expected 
that  they  would  have  refented  the 
infult,  and  have  broken  off  the  ne- 
gociation  at  the  outfet.  They  thus 
hoped  to  have  obtained  eafy  cre¬ 
dit  for  their  pacific  intentions,  and 
to  have  thrown  upon  the  enemy 
the  odium  of  a  determined  purpole 
of  hoftility,  and  an  unreafona'ble 
rejection  of'  the  preliminary  bafts 
of  negociation.  Unfortunately, 
however,  for  this  project,  the  bafts 
was  recognized.  The  difappoint- 
mentof  minifters  was  evident :  lord 
Malmefbnry  was  unprepared  how 
to  a 61,  and  compelled  to  fend  for 
farther  inftruftions.  The  queftion 
then  became,  "  ft  nee  the  French 
have  fo  unexpectedly  accepted  the 
bafts  we  intended  to  be  rejeded, 
what  can  we  find  that  they  muff  be 

j 

indifpenfibly  called  upon  to  refufe  ?*’ 
Xxird  Malmefburv,  who  had  before 
no  terms  to  propofe,  was  now  in- 
ftruded  to  bring  forward  Rich  as 
could  not  he  fuppofed  to  undergo 
much  difeuftion ;  fuch  as  could  not 
readily  fail  to  efteeft  the  purpofe  of 
being  rejeded.  The  three  great 
powers  of  the  continent  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  will  all  of  them  be  left  with 
confiderable  acquisitions  ?  The 
king  of  Pruftia  has  gained  a  third 
part  of  Poland ;  R  uftia  has  ob¬ 


tained  a  confiderable  extent  of  ter¬ 
ritory  from  that  unfortunate  coun¬ 
try  ;  and,  in  addition  to  his  fbare  .of 
the  divifion,  it  is  alfo  pro  poled,  that 
the  emperor  of  Germany  (ball  alfo 
be  put  in  pofieftion  of  Maeftricht, 
or  fome  other  place.  France  is  to 
be  left  with  only  Savoy,  Nice,  and 
Avignon.  Is  it  fair  that  ail  the 
other  powers  fhould  gain  more  than 
France  ?  is  the  fiate  of  the  war 
fuch  as  to  juftify  this  propofition? 
When  Great  Britain  made  a  propo^- 
tition  fo  unreafonable,  France  took 
a.  ftep  calculated  to  give  confidence 
to  the  people  in  thofe  countries  lire 
had  annexed  to  the  republic,  by- 
declaring  that  ftie  could  not,  on  any 
account,  give  them  up.  In  the  con¬ 
ference  which  took  place  between 
theRritifb  ambaffadonand  the  French 
minifter,  the  former  declared,  that, 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  would  not 
recede  from  his  demand,  with  re¬ 
flect  to  the  Netherlands.  Muft 
not  the  French,  in  confequence  of 
this  declaration,  have  been  induced 
to  affiime  an  equally  refolute  tone,, 
with  refpeft  to  their  intention  of 
keeping  that  territory  ;  when,  from 
the  nature  of  the  terms  propofed* 
they  perceived  no  likelihood  of  ob¬ 
taining  peace  ?  As  to  the  French 
minifter  having  aiked  lord  Malmef- 
bury  to  give  in  his  ultimatum ,  it 
evidently  meant  no  more  than  that 
he  fhould  make  a  formal  declaration 
of  what  he  had  faid  with  regard  to 
Belgium  t  a  demand  which  could 
not  nirely  be  conlidered  as  unrea- 
fonable.  Whatever  the  Englifti 
miniftry  might  think  on  that  fubjefit, 
the  world  at  large  would  conftder 
the  memorial  of  lord  Malmefbury 
as  the  fine  qua  non  of  the  court  of 
Great  Britain,  refpefting  Belgium. 
If,  Mr.  Fox  proceeded,  the  houfe 
fliaJl  be  of  opinion,  that  Belgium 

is 
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is  really  entitled  to  be  regarded  as 
a  Jincquanon;  that  it  is  an  objeO 
for  which  this  country  ought  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  war  till  it  has  expended 
another  hundred  millions,  and  (bed 
the  blood  of  half  a  million  more 
wretched  beings  :  if  the  houle  think 
to,  it  ought  openly”  to  declare  its 
opinion.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
houfe  fhall  think  with  me,  that  it  is 
not  worth  the  ritk  of  this  country, 
to  expend  fuch  immenfe  treafures 
of  money  and  blood,  in  order  to  re- 
ftore  it  to  the  emperor,  who,  after 
all,  may  perhaps,  in  a  fliort  time, 
be  no  longer  our  ally :  then,  let 
them  a£l  like  men,  and/  by  tome  fair 
and  unequivocal  amendment,  con¬ 
vince  the  country,  and  fhew  the 
world,  that  they  will  not  be  longer 
fiibfervient.  to  fuch  a  dreadful  wafte 
of  blood  and  treafure.  But  if  it  be 
true  that  the  negociation  was  bro¬ 
ken  off,  on  the  ground  that  the  re¬ 
tention  of  Belgium  was  made  a  fine 
qua  non,  on  the  one  part ;  and  its  re- 
ftoration  to  tlie  emperor  a  fine  qua 
non,  on  the  other;  X  atk,  on  what 
ground  was  this  done  ?  Was  the 
emperor  a  party  to  the  negocia¬ 
tion  ?  Here  then  is  a  fine  qua  non 
made  in  a  matter  intended  folejy 
for  the  benefit  of  the  emperor,  to 
which,  neverthelefs,  he  is  not  a  par¬ 
ty,  and  which  v\e  do  not  know 
whether  he  himfelf  would  abfolute- 
ly  infill  on  or  not  !  Surely  this 
might  have  been  known  before  the 
negociation  was  entered  upon. 
When  we  were  fo  often  fending 
fuch  immenfe  fums  to  the  em¬ 
peror,  millions  after  millions,  foxne 
perfon  or  other,  employed  in  thofe 
offices,  might  have  afked  the  ques¬ 
tioned.  Had  any  one  done  fo  ?  No. 
I  atk  any  impartial  man,  if  this  is 
not  a  mere  mockery  ?  but,  fays 
the  right  honourable  gentleman. 
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with  great  emphafis,  why  did  not 
the  directory  prefent  a  con/re  projet  ? 
To  whom  fhould  they  prefent  it? 
was  the  emperor  a  party  f  No. 
They  had,  then,  no  one  to  prefent 
it  to,  for,  every  thing  contained  in 
our  projet  was  for  the  emperor’s 
benefit  alone.  I  agree  with  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  as  to 
the  principle,  that  a  people  who 
come  into  the  power  of  another 
people,  by  the  chance  of  war,  can¬ 
not,  by  the  law  of  nations,  be  cl  if 
poled  of  lawfully,  till  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  is  concluded  ;  but 
this  is  very  different  from  a  people 
who  are  left  at  liberty  to  chafe  a 
government  for  themfelves,  and 
who,  after  fuch  liberty,  voluntarily 
adopt  the  ftep  of  uniting  themfelves 
with  their  neighbours ;  and  thole, 
who,  perhaps,  at  one  time,  might 
have  claimed  over  them  the  right 
of  conqueft.  The  French,  Mr.  Fox 
obferved,  were  now,  and  always  had 
been,  reprefented,  by  rniniffers,  as  a 
horde  of  aflaffins.  Suppofe  the  Corfi- 
cans  had  c  ho  fen  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  for  their  king,  and  in  treated, 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  that  they  might 
not  be  given  up  to  thofe  aflaffins, 
would  it  be  laid,  by  the  Brititb  minis¬ 
ter,  in  a  negociation  for  peace,  that 
Corfica  was  an  object  of  re iio ra¬ 
ti  on  ?  Mr.  Fox  believed  that  it 
would  not :  and  might  not  the 
French  life  the  fame  arguments  re- 
fpefiting  Belgium  ?  On  former  oc- 
cafions,  when  the  conquefts  in  the 
Weft  Indies  were  mentioned,  as 
means  of  negociation,  the  idea  of 
the  flatus  quo  ante  helium  was  turn¬ 
ed  into  ridicule.  Martinico,  par¬ 
ticularly,  (though  in  this  negocia¬ 
tion  the  minifter  had  lowered  his 
tone)  was,  on  thofe  occafions,  not 
to  be  conftdered  as  a  conqueft  in 
former  wars;  but  as  territory  re¬ 
ceived 
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ceived  at  the  requeft  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  who  had  defired  to  be  taken 
under  the  protedtion  of  his  Britannic 
majefty.  Mr.  Fox  concluded  his 
fpeech  with  moving,  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  addrefs,  that,  after  the 
words  returning  his  majefty 
thanks  for  his  gracious  meffage,” 
there  be  inferted  the  following: 

“  That  this  houfe  has  learnt, 
with  inexpreffible  concern,  that  the 
negociation,  his  majefty  lately  com¬ 
menced,  for  the  reftoration  of  peace, 
has  been  unhappily  fruft  rated. 

In  fo  awful  and  momentous  a 
crifis,  the  houfe  of  commons  feel  it 
their  duty  to  fpeak  to  his  majefty, 
with  that  freedom  and  earneftnefs 
which  becomes  men  anxious  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  honour  of  his  majefty’s 
crown,  and  to  fecure  the  interefts 
of  his  people.  That,  in  doing  this, 
they  fincerely  deplore,  that  they  are 
under  the  neceffity  of  declaring, 
that,  as  well  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  late  negociation  has  been 
conduced,  as  from  the  fubftance  of 
the  memorial,  which  appears  to 
have  produced  the  abrupt  termina¬ 
tion  of  it,  they  have  reafon  to  think 
liis  m aje fly’s  minifters  were  not  fin- 
cere  in  their  endeavours  to  procure 
the  bleftings  of  peace,  fo  neceiTary 
for  this  diftreffed  country  ;  and  that 
all  profpect  of  pacification  feems 
intirely  removed  from  their  view  : 
for,  on  the  one  hand,  his  maje fly’s 
minifters  infill  upon  the  refloration 
of  the  Netherlands  to  the  emperor, 
as  a  five  qua  non ,  from  which  they 
have  pledged  his  majefty  not  to 
recede  ;  while,  on  the  other,  the 
executive  directory  of  the  French 
republic,  with  equal  pertinacity, 
claim  the  prefer vation  of  that  part 
of  their  con  quell,  as  a  condition 
from  which  they  cannot  depart. 

"  That,  under  thefe  circum- 


ftances,  this  houfe  cannot  help  la¬ 
menting  the  rafhnefs  and  injuftice 
of  his  majefty’s  minifters,  whofe 
long-continued  mifcondudt  has  pro¬ 
duced  this  embarrafting:  fituation, 
by  advifing  his  majefty,  before  the 
blefting  of  peace  had  been  unfor¬ 
tunately  interrupted,  to  refufe  all 
negociation  for  the  adjuftment  of 
the  then  fubfifting  differences,  al¬ 
though,  at  that  time,  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  now  the  main  obftacle  to  the 
return  of  tranquillity,  fo  far  from 
being  confidered  as  an  object  of 
conteft,  was  folemnly  renounced, 
and  the  peace  of  Europe  offered 
into  his  majefty’s  hands,  upon  the 
balls  of  that  renunciation,  and  upon 
the  fecurity  and  independence  of 
Holland,  whilft  fhe  preferved  her 
neutrality  towards  France. 

“  That  this  houfe  has  farther 
deeply  to  regret  that,  foon  after  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  when, 
by  the  vigour  of  his  majefty’s  arms, 
with  the  afliftance  of  thofe  of  his 
allies,  the  republic  of  Flolland  had 
been  refcued  from  invafion,  and  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Netherlands 
had  been  recovered  by  the  empe¬ 
ror;  at  a  time,  too,  when  raoft  of 
the  princes  of  Europe,  with  re- 
fources  yet  unexhaufted,  contifiued 
firm  in  their  alliance  with  Great 
Britain,  his  majefty’s  minifters  did 
not  avail  themfelves  of  this  high 

O 

and  commanding  pofition,  for  the 
negociation  of  an  honourable  peace, 
and  the  eftablifhment  of  the  political 
balance  of  Europe;  that,  on  the 
contrary,  without  any  example  in 
the  principles  and  practices  of  this 
or  any  other  nation,  it  is  with  pain 
this  houfe  recollects,  his  majefty’s 
minifter  refufed  to  fet  on  foot  any 
negociation  whatfoever  with  the 
French  republic,  not  upon  a  real  or 
even  alleged  unwillingnefe  on  his 

part 
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part  to  Men  to  the  proportions 
now  rejected  by  her,  or  to  any 
other  fpecific  propofal  of  indemnity 
or  political  fecurity,  but  upon  the 
arrogant  and  infulting  pretence, 
that  her  government  was  not  capa¬ 
ble  of  maintaining  the  accuftomed 
relations  of  peace  and  amity  amongft 
nations,  and  that,  on  this  unfounded 
and  merely  fpeculative  affumption, 
his  majefty  was  advifed  to  continue 
the  war  to  a  period  when  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  in  the  way  of  peace  have 
been  fo  much  increafed,  by  the 
defedl  of  mod  of  the  powers  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  confederacy,  and  by 
the  conquefts  and  confequent  pre¬ 
tentions  of  the  French  republic. 

"  That  this  houfe,  having  thus 
humbly  fubmitted  to  his  majefty  the 
reflections  which  his  majefty ’s  gra¬ 
cious  communication  immediately 
fuggeft,  feel  themfelves  in  duty 
bound,  for  the  information  of  his 
majefty,  and  the  iatis  fact  ion  of  an 
exhaufted  people,  to  proceed,  with 
unremitting  diligence,  to  inveftigate 
the  caufes  which  have  produced  our 
prefent  calamities,  and  to  offer  fuch 
advice  as  the  critical  and  alarm inp- 
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circumftance  of  the  nation  may  re¬ 
quire.” 

Mr.  Dundas,  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  charged  Mr.  Fox  with 
availing  himfelf  of  his  fituation,  as 
a  member  of  that  houfe,  to  plead 
the  caufe  of  the  enemy,  yet  allowed 
that  his  amendment  was  unequivo¬ 
cal,  fair,  and  open.  Fie  called 
upon  the  members  to  make  a  de¬ 
claration,  that  they  believed  the  mi- 
nifiry  to  have  been  infincere  in  the 
late  negociation  for  peace.  Upon 
that  iffue  he,  for  his  own  part, 
would  call  on  the  members,  as  ho- 
nefi  men,  to  give  their  opinion, 
whether  they  thought  that  minifters 
had  omitted  any  meafures  that 
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might  have  procured  peace  with 
the  country.  He  agreed  that  the 
expence  of  the  war  was  great,  but 
confidered  our  fuccefs  as  equal  to  it* 
The  emperor’s  and  our  fituation 
were  thrown  into  a  common  flock. 
We  were  willing  to  relinquifh  our 
acquifitions  from  the  French,  to  pro¬ 
cure  for  his  Imperial  majefty  the 
reftoration  of  the  territories  he  had 
loft.  With  refpect  to  the  polfeftions 
of  Flolland,  in  our  hands,  w'hich 
were  particularly  connected  with 
his  fliare  in  the  aaminiftration,  and 
of  the  vaft  importance  of  wdfich  he 
had  fpoken  on  former  oecafions,  it 
was  his  with  to  keep  both  the  Cape 
and  Ceylon,  but  never  his  defign 
to  take  from  the  Dutch  their  trade 
to  the  Cape';  which  was  all  that 
they  were  now  capable  of  holding 
with  advantage  to  themfelves:  for, 
as  to  the  adtual  poffeftion  of  the 
place,  they  were  too  weak  to  keep 
it.  He  appealed  to  the  old  French 
monarchy,  for  the  truth  of  the  af- 
fertion,  that  one  acre  of  land  in  the 
Auftrian  Netherlands  is  equal  in 
value  to  a  whole  province  of  France. 
And  this  he  did,  that  the  houfe 
might  fee  how  neceffary  it  was 
for  his  majefty  to  demand,  as  a 
condition  of  peace,  that  they  fhould 
be  reftored  to  France.  Fadts  would 
beft  fiiew  which  party  had  been 
wanting  in  a  real  defire  to  promote 
peace.  Did  the  French,  in  any  pe¬ 
riod,  come  forward  to  negociate, 
and  were  refilled  by  us?  If  this 
had  been  the  cafe,  the  backward- 
nefs  of  minifters  to  pacification 
mu  ft  have  been  admitted;  but  the 
contrary  was  the  truth  :  we  had  re¬ 
gularly  ufed  every  means,  from  the 
note  of  Mr.  Wickham,  at  Bafie, 
to  (he  late  miffion  of  lord  Malmef- 
bury,  to  bring  about  fo  definable  an 
event,  without  fuccefs. 


Mr. 
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Mr,  Grey  faid,  that  the  funda¬ 
mental  evil,  from  whence  all  our 
misfortunes  flowed,  was,  that  peace 
never  had  been  the  real  objedt  of 
thole  who  carried  on  the  war.  They 
went  upon  a  fyflem  of  extermina¬ 
tion,  which  fo  irritated  our  enemies, 
that  there  was  danger  of  our  never 
having  peace.  Having  taken  a  re¬ 
view  of  lord  Malmefbury’s  letter 
to  lord  Grenville,  he  contended 
that  M.  de  la  Croix’s  propofltion, 
of  offering  an  equivalent  to  the 
emperor,  for  the  Netherlands,  in 
the  fecularization  of  the  three  ec- 
clefiaflical  eledlorates,  and  feveral 
bifliopricks  in  Germany  and  Italy, 
might  be  confidered  as  an  offer  of 
terms  of  peace,  or  contre  prejet ,  and 
ought  to  have  been  attended  to. 
H owever  we  m igh t  wifh  for  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  Netherlands  to  the  em¬ 
peror,  they  were  not  to  be  regained 
by  force.  He  confidered  the  propo- 
fitioiv  in  the  late  negociation,  of  re¬ 
taining  the  mofl  important  pofleffions 
of  our  former  ally,  Holland,  as  a  moll 
profligate  trait  in  the  late  negociation. 
The  offer  of  refloring  Martinico  and 
Pondicherry  only,  (for  St.  Lucia  and 
Tobago  were  to  be  kept  as  an  equi¬ 
valent  for  our  fuppofed  claims  on  St. 
Domingo)  for  all  the  conquefls  made 
by  France  on  the  emperor,  was  a 
mofl  extravagant  propofltion. 

On  a  divifion  of  the  houfe,  Mr. 
Fox’s  amendment  was  rejedted  by 
21  againft37.  The  original  addrefs 
was,  of  courfe,  carried  by  an  equal 
majority. 

The  general  folicitude  for  peace, 
which  prevailed  at  this  time,  being. 


in  a  few  weeks  after,  converted,  by 
the  ftoppage  of  bank-payment  in 
fpecie  (already  hinted  at,  and  bye 
and  bye  to  be  particularly  noticed), 
into  a  painful  anxiety  and  many 
defpondent  forebodings  of  na 
tional  bankruptcy  and  individual 
ruin. 

The  earl  of  Oxford  was  not 
deterred,  by  this  defeat  of  the 
oppofition,  on  the  queftion  of 
peace,  and  the  means  and  condi¬ 
tions  of  obtaining  it,  from  making 
a  fecond  attempt  for  the  fame  end, 
truffing  that  a  material  change  mufl 
have  been  produced  in  the  mind 
of  parliament  by  the  general  alarm, 
flill  waxing  greater  and  greater,  in 
all  parts  of  the  country.  His  lord- 
fhip,  on  the  twenty-third  of  March, 
called  the  attention  of  the  houfe  of 
lords  to  a  motion,  of  which  he  had 
given  notice  fome  time  before,  on 
this  fubjedt.  Peace,  he  faid,  wras 
demanded  by  the  voice  of  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  he  was  perfuaded,  that 
it  might  be  obtained  if  fought  with 
a  flncere  andhoneft  intention.  The 
government  and  people  of  France, 
he  was  convinced,  were  not  lefs 
difpofed  than  ourfelves  to  enter 
into  an  amicable  negociation. .  He 
then  read  fome  extracts  from  the 
correfpondence  between  Mr.  Wick¬ 
ham  and  M.  Barthelemi ;  and  the 
regifler  of  the  decrees  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  directory,  which  lay  upon 
their  lordfhips  table;  upon  which 
he  grounded  his  opinion,  that  the 
French  directory  are  inclined  to 
make  peace.*  His  conclufion  from 
the  whole  wras,  that  the  directory 

was 


#  The  extracts  quoted  were  thefe : 

In  the  Note  (No.  2.)  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Wickham,  by  M.  Barthelemi,  there  is  this 
pad age  : 

<(  The  directory  ardently  defire  to  procure,  for  the  French  republic,  a  juft  and  honour¬ 
able  peace.  The  ftep  taken  by  Mr.  Wickham  would  have  afforded  to  the  directory  a 
real  fatisfadtion,  if  the  declaration  itfelf,  which  that  minifter  makes,  of  his  not  having 

any 
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was  difpofed  to  peace,  but  that  it 
was  determined  to  keep  the  Rhine 
for  the  boundary  of  France.  And, 
my  lords,  he  added*  it  has  power 
to  do  it,  and  you  have  not  the 
power  to  prevent  it.  You  mutt, 
therefore,  either  make  peace  upon 
thefe  terms,  or  pertift  in  the  war, 
tvhich  is  certain  ruin.  I  therefore 
move  your  lordfhips. 

That  a  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  majefty,  humbly  to 
reprefeni  to  his  majefty,  that,  in  the 
preterit  moft  critical  and  alarming 
filiation  of  the  country,  this  houte 
holds  it  to  be  its  bounden  duty 
to  apprife  his  majefty  of  his  own 
danger,  and  the  ruin  and  cdn- 
fufion  which  threaten  the  whole 
nation. 

That  the  knock*  which  has  been 
lately  given  to  public  credit,  muff, 


[  1 6  i 

from  the  peculiar  nature  of  our 
commercial  fyftem*  deprive  us  of 
thofe  means  whereby  we  were  ern 
aided  to  hold  lb  high  a  rank  among 
the  nations  of  the  world,  unlefs  the 
country  is  fpeedily  relieved  from 
its  prefent  enormous  expenditure* 
and  its  future  prolperi ty  infured,  by 
an  immediate,  fine  ere,  and  lading* 
peace. 

et  That  this  houfe  begs  leave,  hum- 
bly,  to  represent  to  his  majefty,  that, 
upon  a  confiderate  and  im|>cirtial 
review  of  the  whole  of  the  late 
Hegociation,  this  houfe  fees,  with 
concern,  that  that  negociation  was 
broken  off  by  the  conduct  and  de¬ 
mand  of  his  majefty’s  ministers,  and 
not  by  a  want  of  difpofition  for 
peace  on  the  part  of  France. 

“That  in  antvver  to  the  impolitic 
note,  delivered  by  Mr.  Wickham, 


any  order,  any  power  to  negociate,  did  not  give  room  to  doubt  of  the  Sincerity  of  the 
pacific  intentions  of  his  ctJurt.  In  fad,  if  it  was  true,  that  England  began  to  know  her 
real  intereftj  that  She  wiShed  to  open  again,  for  herfelf,  the  Sources  of  abundance  and 
profperity  j  if  file  fought  for  peace  with  good  faith,  would  the  propofe  a  congrefs,  of 
which  the  necefiary  refult  mud  be  to  render  all  negociation  endlefs  ?  or,  would  file 
confine  herfelf  to  the  afking,  in  a  vague  manner,  that  the  French  government  fiiouid 
point  out  any  other  way  whatever  for  attaining  the  fame  object— -that  of  a  general 
pacification. 

Again,  my  lords,  (No.  7.)  extract  from  the  register  of  the  decrees  of  the  executive 
directory ; 

“  The  executive  diredory,  upon  confideration  of  the  Note,  addrefied  to  the  mini  fief 
for  foreign  affairs,  by  lord  Grenville,  dated  Wefiminfier,  September  24,  1796, 
wifiiing  to  give  a  proof  of  the  defire  which  it  entertains  to  make  peace  with  Eng¬ 
land,  decrees  as  follows :  The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  is  charged  to  deliver  the  ne- 
fceffary  paffports  to  the  envoy  of  England,  who  Shall  be  furnished  with  full  powers,  not 
only  for  preparing  and  negociating  the  peace  between  tire  French  republic  and  that  power, 
but  for  concluding  it  definitively  between  therm” 

And,  again,  my  lords,  (No.  15.) 

The  executive  directory  fees,  with  pain,  that,  at  the  moment  when  it  had  realdn 
to  hope  for  the  fpeedy  return  of  peace*  between  the  French  republic  and  his  Britannic 
tnajefty,  the  propofal  of  lord  Malmefbury  offers  nothing  but  dilatory  or  very  diftant 
means  of  bringing  the  negociation  to  a  conclusion, 

“  Neyerthelefs,  the  executive  directory,  animated  with  an  ardent  defire  of  putting  a 
flop  to  the  fcourge  of  war,  and  to  prove  that  they  will  not  rejed  any  means  of  recon¬ 
ciliation,  declare,  that  as  foon  as  lord  Malmefbury  (hall  exhibit,  to  the  minifter  for 
foreign  affairs,  Sufficient  powers,  from  the  allies  of  Great  Britain,  for  Stipulating  for 
their  refpedite  interefts,  accompanied  by  a  promife,  on  their  part,  to  fubfcribe  to  what¬ 
ever  (hall  be  concluded  In  their  names,  will  haften  to  give  an  anfwer  to  the  fpecific  pro- 
pofitions  which  fhall  be  fubmitted  to  them,  and  that  the  difficulties  Shall  be  removed, 
as  far  as  may  be  confident  with  the  Safety  and  dignity  of  the  French  republic,” 
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fhe  executive  directory  declare, 
that,  yielding  to  the  ardent  d afire 
by  which  it  is  animated  to  procure 
peace  for  the  French  republic,  and 
lor  all  nations,  it  will  not  fear  to 
declare  i tf elf  openly.  Charged  by 
the  con  ft  i  tu  lion  with  the  execution 
Oi  the  laws,  it  cannot  make,  or 
bften  to,  any  propofals  that  would 
be  contrary  to  them.  The  eonfti- 
tutional  act  does  not  permit  it  to 
content  to  any  alienation  of  that, 
which,  according;  to  the  ex  id  in  sr 
j  laws,  con ditutes  the  territory  of 
the  republic. 

“  That  it  is  impoffible  his  majef- 
fy’s  mini  hers  could  have  mifunder- 
dood  this  declaration,  for  in  the 
note,  figned  Downing-frreet,  there 
are  thele  words:  *  To  a  demand 
fiich  as  tin's  is  added  an  exprefied 
declaration,  that  no  propofal  con¬ 
trary  to  it  will  be  made,  or  even 
lidened  tod 

f‘That  fix  months  after  this  his  ma* 
jelly’s  miniders  again  made  an  over¬ 
ture  of  peace,  but  in  fo  ungracious 
a  manner  that  doubts  might  have 
been  reafenably  entertained  of  their 
Sincerity;  and  after  a  variety  of 
trifling  difputes,  unworthy  a  great 
nation,  when  the  happinefs  of  mil¬ 
lions  were  depending,  his  majel- 
ty’s  miniders  demanded,  and  made, 
as  their  Jirie  qua  non ,  thofe  very 
terms,  which,  before  they  began 
their  negociation,  they  knew  would 
not  be  made,  or  even  lidened  to. 

“  That,  under  all  thefe  cireum- 
ffances,  this  houfe  humbly,  and 
mod  earnedly,  entreats  his  majedy 
to  enter  into  an  immediate  nego¬ 
tiation,  upon  fuch  terms  as  France 
is  likely  to  liden  and  accede  to, 
and  in  fuch  manner,  and  through 
the  medium  of  fuch  men,  as  lhall 
leave  no  room  to  doubt  the  pacific 
intentions  of  his  majedy. 


f£’  And  this  houfe  begs  leave,  hum¬ 
bly,  to  allure  his  inajedy,  that  it 
entertains  no  doubt  of  the  fuccefif 
of  fuch  a  negociation,  and  that  it 
feels  confident,  that  after  his  ma  jedy 
llial l  have  been  gracioufly  p  leafed- ■ 
to  redore  to  his  people  the  bled 
ling  of  peace,  fuch  retrenchments,- 
and  wife  regulations,  may  be  adopt¬ 
ed,  by  the  legislature,  as  will  relieve 
the  people  from  their  burdens,  re¬ 
move  every  caufe  of  complaint,  of 
their  being  unequally  reprefenfed  ; 
redore  to  them  their  ancient,  vene¬ 
rable,  and  free,  conditution ;  and 
thereby  re-edablifh  public  fpirit, 
and  public  confidence ;  and  infure 
to  his  majefiy  the  affe&ions  of  his 
fu bj eels,  the  glory,  profperity,  and 
happinefs,  of  his  future  reign.” 

The  quedion  being  put,  lord 
Grenville  obferved  that  it  was 
quite  unneceflary  to  reply,  in  de¬ 
tail,  to  the  extraordinary  ftring  of 
propofi lions  which  their  lordlhip’s 
had  jud  heard.  He  moved  that  the 
addrefs  of  the  thirtieth  of  Decem¬ 
ber  lad  might  be  read,  which  con¬ 
tained  fufficient  arguments  againd 
that  part  of  the  motion  fuggeded 
by  his  lordlhip,  and  from  which  it 
Would  be  feen,  that  fo  far  from 
the  negociation  being  terminated  by 
this  country,  it  had  been  abruptly 
and  infolently  broken  off  by  the 
french  republic. — That  addrefs  be¬ 
ing  read,  the  duke  of  Norfolk  faidy 
that  he  wiflied  that  the  prefen t  ad¬ 
drefs  might  go  to  the  throne,  as, 
without  the  adoption  of  fuch  a  mo¬ 
tion,  there  was  little  probability  of 
obtaining  peace.  The  fecretary  of 
date  had  grounded  his  oppofition 
to  the  motion  of  their  lordfhip’s.on 
its  inconddency  with  the  addrefs 
of  December  lad.  But,  was  them 
any  thing  to  prevent  a  grave  aflem- 
bly  from  reconiidering  its  former  re¬ 
futations-; 
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folutions;  efpeciaJIy  as  new  circum- 
dances  had  fince  occurred,  which 
had  an  alarming  influence  on  the 
commercial  credit  of  the  country, 
find  tended  to  impair  its  ability  of 
carrying  on  the  wart  He  charged 
admin  iteration  with  indulging  a  fpi- 
rjt  of  intrigue,,  when  the  welfare 
not  only  of  this  but  other  nations 
of  Europe  was  concerned,  and  when 
it  fhoufd  clearly  be  underftood  on 
what  terms  this  country  was  wil¬ 
ling  to  make  peace.  Adminiftration 
was  much  to  blame,  in  ritking  the 
events  of  war,  by  refilling  to  treat 
for  peace,  after  the  redudlion  of  Va¬ 
lenciennes,  fince  which  time  thofe 
events  had  turned  in  favour  of  the 
enemy.  France,  he  faid,  had  as 
good  a  right  to  retain  Belgium,  as 
this  country  to  retain  Canada,  in 
1783,  or  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
in  any  treaty  that  might  now  be 
agreed  on. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  la¬ 
mented  to  fee  a  motion  of  fuch 
importance  pafi'ed  over  in  the  fli uf- 
fing  manner  in  which  minifiers 
feemed  inclined  to  treat  it.  After 
the  meafures  of  diftrefs,  to  which 
We  had  lately  been  obliged  to  re¬ 
cur,  we  ought  not  to  adhere  to  the 
determination  of  December  thirty, 
Cr  of  any  former  period.-— It  was 
idle,  after  the  fhock  given  to  public 
credit,  to  talk  of  half  meafures.  No¬ 
thing  fhort  of  making  bank  notes  a 
legal  tender,  with  all  the  calamities 
incident  to  this  ftep,  could  fave  us. 
The  minifter  muft:  know  this,  and 
Only  waited,  perhaps,  to  have  the 
call  to  do  fo,  from  the  public.  If 
fo,  be  was  ready  for  one,  to  make 
the  call,  and  to  fhare  in  the  refpon- 
iibility  for  a  meafure  which  alone 
could  give  us  time  to  look  about 
us.  He  did  not  defpair  of  his  eoun- 
ty*  "but,  the  longer  the  fyftem  of 


w;ar  was  purfued,  the  difficulties,  in 
the  way  of  peace,  would  be  in- 
creafed.  It  was  by  relieving  the 
balance  of  trade,  by  reviving  com¬ 
merce,  by  refioring  public  con¬ 
fidence,  and,  above  all,  by  peace, 
that  the  dangers  which  threatened 
us  were  to  be  averted.  He  wifhed 
the  prefent  minifiers  might  accom- 
piifh  this  point;  but  if  they  avowed 
that  they  knew  not  how,  it  would 
become  them  to  furrender  the  tafk 
to  thofe  who  did.  He  referred  to 
the  correfpondence  of  lord  Malmef- 
bury,  and  obferved,  it  was  impel- 
fible  to  form  a  right  judgement  of 
the  fieps  taken  in  that  negociation, 

■  when  only  a  part  of  that  correfpond¬ 
ence  was  laid  before  the  houfe, 
and  the  inftrudtions  and  intentions 
ot  minifiers  were  kept  back :  with¬ 
out  this  knowledge  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  fay  which  was  the  unrea- 
fonable  party ;  but  if  it  could  be 
proved,  by  the  documents,  to  be 
the  enemy,  it  would  unite  the  hearts 
and  hands  of  the  people  in  this 
country. 

Lord  Borringdon  did  not  at  all 
approve  the  motion,  which  tended 
to  deprefs  the  fpirits  of  the  people; 
nor  of  the  words  of  it,  which  re- 
fembled  thofe  of  the  minutes  of  the 
executive  directory  more  than  the 
language  of  the  Britifh  houfe  of 
peers. 

The  earl  of  Guildford  faid,  that 
his  majefty’s  minifiers,  it  appeared, 
perfevered  in  their  refolution  not  to 
enter  upon  any  negociation  which 
fiipuld  not  make  the  refioration  of 
Belgium  a  fine  qua  non.  He  who, 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war, 
had  queftioned  their  fincerity  in  ne- 
gociating,  muft  own  that  they  were 
confiftent  in  acting  upon  the  ad- 
drefs  of  December;  fince  they  had, 
by  that  method,  fecured  thernfelve* 
[  M  2  ]  ffom 
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from  the  means  of  attaining  peace, 
and  called  upon  the  houfe  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  they  would  not  negotiate 
for  any  that  they  were  likely  to 
obtain. 

The  earl  of  Spencer  ridiculed 
the  idea,  that  remitters  were  not 
tincere  in  their  profeifed  whiles  for 
peace.  A  reference  to  the  papers 
would  (hew  that  the  propofals  were 
not  given  as  an  ultimatum.  The 
adoption  of  the  motion,  inftead  of 
accelerating  peace,  would  retard  it: 
as  it  would  prove  to  France,  and  to 
Europe,  that  we  were  willing  to 
make  peace  on  any  terms. 

The  earl  of  Guildford  replied, 
that  lord  Malmelbury,  though  he 
defircd  M.  de  ia  Croix  to  iWg-eft 

oO 

a  contre-projet,  had  expreffly  made 
the  furrender  of  Belgium  a  fine  qua 
non.  Now,  if  he  underftood  diplo¬ 
matic  language,  a  fine  q\ici  non  was 
an  ultimatum. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  alfo  ob¬ 
served,  that  when  minitlry,  through 
their  ambaffador,  called  for  a  centre 
projet,  they  had,  at  the  fame  time, 
exprefsly  declared,  that  the  furren¬ 
der  of  Belgium  wa<f  a  fine  qua  non . 
But  what  demonftrated  the  infin- 
cerity  of  minifters  was,  their  not 
inverting  their  ambaflador  with  in¬ 
telligible  powers.  He  was  incef- 
fantly  di (patching  couriers  for  in- 
flruaioris.  When  called  on  to  pre- 
fent  his  terms,  he  had  none  to  of¬ 
fer  j  and,  at  length,  made  a  fine  qua 
man  of  a  matter  which  they  had 
previoufly  declared  they  would  not 
concede  as  a  principle.  The  duke 
believed,  in  his  confluence,  that  the 
prefect  minirters  could  not  negoci- 
ate  a  peace  on  fo  good  terms  as 
other  perfons  of  more  capaci  ty,  and 
more  fineeritv  and  truth,  would  be 
able  to  obtain. 

The  carl  of  Caiiifle  lamented  the 


degeneracy  of  the  times,  which 
were  now  fo  changed,  as  to  make  an 
addrefs  of  gratitude  and  loyalty  a 
matter  of  charge  and  fufpicion. 
When  he  was  young,  no  time  was 
loft  in  approaching  the  throne  with 
thanks.  He  profefled,  upon  his 
honour,  to  believe  that  minifters 
were  tincere  in  their  wiflies  for 

i 

peace :  nor  could  he  conceive  a  rea- 
fon  for  them  to  be  otherwife. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  re¬ 
minded  his  lordfhip,  that  he  had 
himfelf  been  fent  on  an  embafty  of 
peace  to  America,  and  doubts  were 
entertained  to  this  day  of  the  fin- 
eerify  of  their  million. 

Lord  Grenville  did  not  know  in 
what  diplomatic  dictionary  the  noble 
lords  had  found  that  a  fi?ie  qua  non 
was  fynonirrrous  with  an  ultimatum. 
A  fine  qua  non  meant  only  a  con¬ 
dition  not  on  any  account  to  be 
given  up  or  departed  from.  An 
ultimatum,  the  tail  and  belt  terms  of 
any  kind  that  would  be  offered. 
A  noble  duke  had  inftnuated  now, 
as  he  had  often  done  before,  not  on¬ 
ly  the  infineerity  but  the  incapacity 
of  minifters,  for  their  fituations. 
He  thanked  God,  however,  that 
a  very  different  opinion  was  enter- 
tained  of  his  majefty's  confidential 
fervants,  by  that  houfe,  with  the 
exception  of  four  or  five  lords,  as 
well  as  by  more  than  three-fourths 
of  the  other  houfe.  The  virtues,  as 
well  as  talents,  of  the  prefect 
minifters,  he  faid,  were  known  and 
acknowledged  by  the  whole  Britifh 
nation:  nor  could  the  people  of 
England  be  ealily  induced  to  think 
that  the  mod;  proper  perfons  to  make 
peace  were  perfons  agreeable  to 
the  enemy. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  re¬ 
plied  to  this,  that  the  men,  proper  to 
make  peace,  were  not  fo  much  the 

men 
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wien  that  the  enemy  might  like. 
It  was  not  favour  that  an  enemy 
demanded,  but  candour:  and  this, 
he  believed,  vyas  what  they  could 
not  find  in  the  preient  minitiers  of 
England. 

i  he  earl  of  Coventry  declared 
that  he  could  not  but  flill  confider 
England  as  undone,  if  the  agreed  to 
the  furrender  of  Belgium.'* 

On  a  divifion  of  the  houfe,  the 
earl  or  Oxford’s  motion  was  re¬ 
jected  by  52  again  ft  16. 

It  is  highly  worthy  of obfervation, 
as  truly  characieriftie  of  the  feififh- 
neis  of  men,  and  elpeclally  of  fo- 
vereign  powers,  that,  in  this  negoci- 
ation,  the  oftenfible  fource  of  the 
war,  the  interefts  of  the  injured 
parties  in  France,  the  blood  royal, 
the  nobles,  and  the  clergy,  were,  if 
mentioned  at  all,  only  glanced  at  in 
an  indirect  and  indifferent  manner. 
Nor  was  much  greater  regard  paid, 
on  either  fide,  to  the  interefts  or 
wifhes  of  the  French  and  Englifh 
nations  at  large.  It  plainly  appeared, 
from  the  publifhed  correfpondence, 
between  the  negotiating  parties, 
that  notwithftanding  their  profef- 
fions  or  a  with  for  peace,  the  moft 
guarded  precautions  were  practiled 
by  both  tides,  not  to  cede  or  yield 
any  portion  of  territory  upon  which 
peace  could  be  ellablrfhed  between 
the  two  countries.  Though  a  real 
patriot,  ftatefman,  or  king,  may  tome- 
times  arife  for  the  eonfoiation  of  the 
human  race,  it  is  in  the  nature 
of  all  governments  and  gover¬ 
nors  to  be  more  folicitous  about 
their  own  interefts,  as  contra  dif- 
tinguithed  from  thofe  of  the  go¬ 
verned,  than  of  the  wider  circle 
of  their  countrymen,  and  of  human 
nature.  But  although  governments. 


like  all  bodies,  are  chiefly  interefted 
in  the  prefervation  and  extenfion  of 
their  own  power,  although  they  be 
often,  not  to  fay  for  the  moft  part, 
fcandaloufly  indifferent  to  the  good 
of  the  communities,  over  whom,  in 
the  courle  of  Providence,  they  are 
placed,  it  is  not  true,  converfely, 
that  all  that  is  in  opposition  to  go¬ 
vernment,  is  patriotic,  humane,  and 
juft.  Thofe  inconfitfencies  and  ter- 
geverfations  in  public,  and  that  lax¬ 
ity  ofmoralsin  private  life,  which  had 
marked  the  characters  of  not  a  few 
of  the  memb-  ’is  of  parliament  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  Britifh  admjniftra- 
tion,  together  with  a  flagrant  deftre 
of  power,  manifefted  in  a  con  flan  t 
endeavour  to  thwart  the  minifter  in. 
every  meafure,  important  or  trivial, 
right  or  wrong:  thefe  vices  and 
follies,  in  certain  individuals,,  di ffu- 
fing,  by  the  aflociation  of  ideas  a 
fufpicious  air,  over  even  a  con- 
flan  t  adherence  to  pure  principles, 
brought  a  general  difcredit  and  dif- 
grace  on  the  whole  of  what  was 
formerly  and  by  feme  is  flill,  called, 
the  whig  party.  A  party  was  gra¬ 
dually  formed  in  the  nation,  fuf¬ 
picious  of  both  our  minifterial  and 
antiminifterial  factions.  And  this 
party,  which  appeared  to  be  daily 
increafmg,  encouraged  a  finall  pha¬ 
lanx  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  to 
prefent  them! elves  as  rallyingpoft 
for  all  who  were  am  mated  with  a 
fincere  and  difmterefted  delire  of 
peace,  and  the  profperity  ot  the 
country.  They  ditavowed  all  ani- 
mofity  and  rivality  towards  either  of 
the  two  great  parties,  into  winch 
the  legiflature  was  divided.  They 
recommended  unanimity  at  home, 
and  moderation,  juftice,  and  the  en¬ 
larged  views  of  a  humane  philofophy 


*  There  is  an  ambiguity  in  this  mode  of  expreflion  ;  as  the  French  were  in  actual  pof- 
fefiion.  But  his  lordthip’s  meaning  is  clearly  determined  by  his  apprehensions  for  the 
fafety  of  England. 
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in  our  negociations  with  our  foreign 
enemies.  From  this  elevated  and 
dignified  ground  they  looked  around 
them,  to  fee  whether  there  yet  re¬ 
mained  any  means,  by  which  the  ne- 
gociation,  fo  abruptly  broken  off, 
might  not  be  renewed.  They  were 
inclined  to.  think  that  a  temperate 
and  cool  recon  fide  ration  of  the  pro- 
pofiiions  tendered  by  lord  Malmef- 
bury,  and  rejefled  by  De  la  Croix, 
would  tend  to  a  falutary  purpofe, 
and  that  it  was  poffible  for  parlia¬ 
ment,  without  violation  or  diminu¬ 
tion  of  its  dignity,  to  adopt  fome 
refolutions,  which,  while  they 
ilrengthened  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment,  might  be  conciliatory  in  their 
nature,  and  pacific  in  their  effeft. 

Previoufly  to  any  trial  of  firength 
in  parliament,  the  neutralifis  were 
at  pains  to  explain  and  diffeminate 
‘their  principles,  both  in  conven¬ 
tion,  and  by  means  of  the  prefs. 
The  leading  features  of  their  plan, 
for  peace,  were,  political  fafety  on 
both  tides,  and  the  fecurity  of  pri¬ 
vate  property.  “  The  liberty  of 
the  nation,  like  that  of  an  individu¬ 
al,  it  was  (aid,  as  defined  by  Mon- 
tefquieu,  is  the  right  of  doing  every 
thing  that  the  law  of  nations  per¬ 
mits.  If  one  nation  could  do  what 
that  law  forbids,  it  would  no  longer 
pofiefs  liberty,  becaufe  the  other 
nations  would,  in  like  manner,  pof- 
fefs  this  power.  The  rights  of  all 
nations,  dependent  and  reciprocal, 
equally  demand  in  each  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  property:  property, 
which,  bv  its  numerous  relations, 
and  the  circumflances  of  its  pro¬ 
duction,  confiitutes  the  bond  of 
civil  fociety,  and  the  exigence  of 
public  credit.  This  univerfal  bank¬ 
er  is  equally  neceffiary'  to  the  iri- 
‘duftrious  poor,  who  •'  leave  their 
fcore  with  the  bakers*  to  minifters. 


who  borrow  millions,  and  to  nations 
who  exchange  their  productions.' ” 

“  But  where  are  we  to  find  a 
law,  by  which  the  rights  of  nations 
are  to  be  maintained  and  realized? 
The  inviolability  of  property  and 
public  credit  confiitutes  the  wifi- 
dom,  and  forms  the  beft  end  of  hu¬ 
man  policy.  And  it  is  this  bafis  of 
univerfal  utility,  that  forms  the  moffi 
folid  foundation  of  the  law  of  nations. 

ts  How  was  this  great  political 
truth  to'  be  exemplified,  and  forced 
at  once  on  the  comprehenfions  and 
adoption  of  mankind?  By  the  ex- 
plofion  and  the  confequences  of  the 
French  revolution.  It  was  in  vain 
that  the  people  of  France  were  re- 
prefented  by  univerfal,  or  even  nu¬ 
merical,  (uffirage.  That  reprefen- 
tation,  infiead  of  refpeCting  the 
laws  of  property,  and  maintaining 
public  credit,  violated  and  reverted 
its  whole  fy Item.  Adopting  fpolia- 
tion  for  plunder,  they  created  the 
affignats,  w’hich  confumed  the  finan¬ 
ces  of  Europe.  They  maintained 
the  war  of  France,  till  (lie  con¬ 
quered,  and  fubfifted  by  foreign 
fpoil.  England,  to  meet  the  war  of 
affignats,  drew  upon  the  finances  of 
pollerity.  This  country  and  France 
have  reverfely  confumed  their  capi¬ 
tal  of  the  prefect,  and  that  of  fu¬ 
ture  generations.  Now  France  is 
beginning  to  draw  upon  pofteritv, 
and  England  to  confume  her  capi¬ 
tal  of  the  day.  But  they  have  both 
to  learn,  that  they  have  but  one 
capital,  namely,  the  produce  of  in¬ 
dustry,  and  the  foil  for  the  fupport 
of  life.  Italy,  Spaiti,  Germany, 
Holland,  America,  and  all  the  nor¬ 
thern  Fates  are,  eventually,  fufferers 
in  this  great  convulfion.  Befide 
the  ravage <  of  war,  the  ufual  pro- 
duff  ions  of  England  and  France 
muffi  coffi  them  dearer.  The  fpirit  of 
.  •  infub- 
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f-nfubordination  is  progreflive,  and  will  compel  them  to  fupport  the 
the  rulers  of  France  have  converted  tranquillity  of  their  country,  both 
it  into  an  inftrument  of  con que ft,  external,  and  internal.  By  a  cefla- 
How  is  the  Form  to  be  laid,  and  tion  of  arms,  laid  the  patrons  of 
the  revolution  turned  even  to  good  ?  thefe  generous  doctrines •  by  the 
By  convincing  nations  that  they  difplay  of  a  fincere  and  ardent  de- 
have,  in  reality  but  one  general  in-  tire  of  good  .neighbourhood,  and 
terefl,  which  has  been  facrificed  in  juflice  and  goqd-\vi!I  to  all  nations, 
the  general  deftruCtion;  that,  in  or-  let  us  foo  the,  Soften,  and  harmonize, 
der  to  prevent  fimilar  explosions  in  the  minds  of  Frenchmen  into  the 
any  one  ot  them  in  future,  they  fame  tone  in  which  they  were  in 
ought  to  maintain  the  inviolability  the  firft  flage  of  the  revolution: 
of  property  and  public  credit;  and  when  they  abandoned  the  glory  of 
that  the  permanent  interefts  of  every  conquefl  for  the  fublimer  praife  of 
ftate  depend  on  the  general  flock,  a  free  conflitution,  to  be  framed,  in 
and  not  upon  a  momentary  fuperi-  all  its  relations,  on  the  ground  of 
ority,  or  the  little  profits  of  a  nar-  morality.- — The  friend  of  man- 
row  ovality/'*  kind,  loofening  from  the  fhore,  on 

Since  the  asra  of  the  conflitution  an  element,  free  and  open,  by  na~ 
of  1795,  it  was  farther  urged,  and  lure,  to  all  nations,  and  indulging 
the  efficacious  meafures  adopted  Sentiments  which  fuch  a  filiation 
for  the  fuppreffion  of  anarchy,  and  naturally  infpires,  calls  his  eyes  on 
the  protection  of  perfons  and  proper-  the  one  fide  to  the  cliffs  of  Dover, 
ty,  there  cannot  reafonably  exift  any  on  the  other  to  thole  of  Calais,  dif- 
difficulty  relative  to  the  form  of  go-  joined,  like  the  French  and  Englifii 
vernment  of  the  two  nations,  the  one  nations,  from  one  another,  though, 
and  the  other  of  which  have  founded  like  them,  fundamentally  the  fame, 
their  political  fafety  upon  the  fame  yet  each  retaining  its  pofition  in 
bafis;  taxes  eflabliffied  through  peace.  The  foils  of  France  and 
a  conftitutional  representation.  If  England  are  not  at  war  with  each 
thofe  who  govern  the  French  re-  other:  nor  the  plants ;  nor  the  ani- 
public  be  difpofed  to  propositions  mals ;  nor  the  harmlefs  pealants; 
of  peace,  in  the  fpirit  of  philan-  nor  the  labouring  poor,  of  any  clafs  ; 
thropy,  and  on  the  ground  of  mu-  nor  the  commercial  men,  whofe  in- 
tual  interefl,  the  difpute,  from  that  terefts,  rightly  underftood,  are  the 
moment,  will  become  a  generous  fame ;  nor,  in  general,  the  great 
emulation  in  favour  of  the  rights  body  of  the  French  and  Englifli.— - 
of  humanity. — Commerce  and  agri-  Whence,  then,  the  difcord  and  din 
culture  will  re-eftablifh  the  bonds  of  arms?  From  the  narrow  ambi- 
of  reciprocal  advantage  :  funds  will  tion  of  a  few  individuals,  who,  from 
be  fet  apart  for  the  relief  of  thofe  blind  paffion,  or  fordid  avarice,  fa- 
who  have  ferved,  or  fuffered,  during  criflce,  to  tfteir  felflfn  views,  the 
the  war:  and  a  connection  will  be  good  of  their  country.  Is  it  not 
formed  between  the  public  ere-  poflible  to  animate,  by  the  breatk 
ditor,  the  landed  proprietor,  and  of  unbounded  philanthropy,  lorn 
induflrious  manufacturer,  which  patriots  of  expanded  fouls’ in 

*  Se£  Correspondence  between  a  Traveller  and  a  Minifler  of  State. 
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nations,  who  may  rife  fuperior  to 
fuch  cruel  as  well  as  contracted 
conff  derations,  and  controul  the  am¬ 
bition  of  courts,  by  the  nobler  am¬ 
bition  of  promoting  the  welfare  of 
nations  ?  In  inch  hands  might  it  not 
be  expected,  that  a  negociation  for 
peace  might  not  yet  be  in  vain*"* 
Such  were  the  principles  of  a 
party  which  was  formed,  or  form¬ 
ing,  at  this  time,  not  only  in  the 
Britifh  parliament  and  nation,  but 
m  France,  Germany,  and  other  parts 
o(  Europe.  They  did  not  advife 
to  throw  away  the  arms  of  terror; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  through  mili¬ 
tary  preparation,  on  a  grand  fcale,f 
io  prevent  the  neceffity  of  uftng 
them,  in  imitation  of  divine  good- 
pefs,  which  “  bends  the  boy/  that 
it  may  not  flidot,  and  whets  the 
fword  that  it  may  not  ffrike/'f 
We  cannot  but  exprefs  our  en¬ 
tire  approbation  of  the  fentiments 
profefted  by  thefe  philanthropifts. 
Their  defign  was  great  and  good, 
and  undoubtedly  capable  of  embel- 
lifhment  from  poetical  fancy,  as  well 
as  of  fupport  from  the  profoundeft 
views  of  political  econemy ;  of  both 
of  which  the  publication  juft  quoted 
affords  no  mean  fpeeimens.  It  was 
thus  that  Plato  called  in  the  aid  of 
raufic,  and  other  arts  to  harmonize 
the  clifcordant  paffions  of  men,  by 
an  appeal  to  the  tendered:  affections, 
and  nobleft  principles,  of  human  na¬ 
ture.  Though  we  entirely  agree 
r/ith  our  philofpphers,  that  the  criffs 
to  which  Britain,  with  the  whole 
circle  of  civilization,  was  brought, 
3D  1797,  was  not  a  time  for  devotion 
to  any  party  ;  and  farther,  that  we 
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know  not  any  part}7  whole  conduct 
is  not  more  or  lefts  marked  by  folly, 
and  whole  patriotifm  is  not  more  or 
lefs  juftly  fubjeeied  to  fufpicion  :  yet, 
in  the  prefent  felfith  and  luxurious 
age,  when  the  profeffion  of  difinte- 
relied  virtue  is  to  generally  difere- 
dite’d,  and  even  the  pofteffion  of 
it  almoft  conftdered  as  a  weaknefs, 
their  projedl  was,  in  truth,  rather 
chimerical.  That  there  iliould  be 
fb  much  wifdom  and  virtue  in  the 
nation,  as  to  emancipate  public  af¬ 
fairs  from  the  trammels  of  felf-in- 
tereft,  fadious  combination,  and 
private  ambition,  and  place  them 
in  the  beft  hands,  brought  together 
from  all  quarters,  and  united  in  pa¬ 
triotic  and  prudent  plans  of  ad» 
miniftration,  was  a  thing  fcarcely 
to  be  expeded.  At  the  fame 
time,  it  muff  be  admitted,  that  to 
hold  up  to  the  view  of  the  world, 
a  plan  fo  humane, and  fb  fair,  has  a 
tendency  to  foften  the  afperities  of 
faction,  as  well  as  of  national  an¬ 
tipathy,  and  to  prepare  the  minds 
of  men  and  nations  for  the  volun¬ 
tary  adoption  of  meafures  that  muff 
ultimately  be  obtruded  by  direful 
neceffity.  But,  whatever  may  be 
thought  of  this  project .  it  was  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  houfe  o(  commons, 
with  ftngular  propriety,  by 

Mr.  George  Auguftus  Pollen,  a 
young  gentleman  of  a  fortune  de¬ 
cently  independent,  of  manners  irre¬ 
proachable,  good  parts,  and  pure 
from  all  political  intrigues  and  fac¬ 
tions.  Mr.  Pollen,  on  the  tenth  of 
April,  introduced  a  motion  for  a 
farther  attempt  towards  pacifica¬ 
tion,  by  a  fpeech  of  a  conciliatory 


I  *  Thoughts  on  the  late  negotiation  for  peace. 

t  An  union  of  force  and  finance  throughout  Chriftendoin  aeainft  anarchy,  as  formerly 
againft  the  Turks.  J  } 

%  A  maxim,  or  proverb,  in  the  ordinances  of  the  Hindoo  legifiator,  Menu. 
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saltire;  recommending  unanimity 
at  home,  and  filch'  terms  as  might 
be  likely  to  gain  over  to  the  fide  of 
peace  the  enemy,  with  whom  we 
were  engaged  in  fo  cruel  a  contefl. 
After  a  model!  exordium,  befeeming 
a  young  man,  and  a  young  mem¬ 
ber  of  parliament,  Mr.  Pollen  faid, 
when  he  looked  at  the  other  (the 
oppofition)  fide  of  the  houfe  he. 
could  not  with-hold  his  admiration, 
from  tiie  talents  of  which  many  who 
fat  upon  it  were  poffeffed ;  but  he 
regretted  extremely  that  they  were 
often  employed  for  the  purpofes 
or  felf-intereft,  and  that  the  good  of 
the  public  was  fo  frequently  facri- 
-iiced  to  the  il liberality  of  party- 
fpirit.  1  he  contequence  was,  that 
the  debates  were  conducted  with 
fo  much  acrimony,  and  intermingled 
with  fo  much  perfonal  invective, 
that  even  the  fpeaker  mull  have 
found  it  difficult  to  purfue  the  thread 
of  the  argument,  and  to  preferve 
order  and  decorum  in  their  proceed¬ 
ings.  It  was  not  for  the  empty 
hand  to  blame  the  prodigality  of  the 
full  one,  or  for  the  perfon  fitting 
fafe  upon  the  top  of  a  rock,  and 
viewing  the  flip  toffied  by  the  winds 
and  the  waves,  rafhly  to  cenfure 
the  eondudl  of  the  pilot.  It  was 
to  be  recollected,  that  though  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt)  had  fitten  at  the  helm,  while 
the  veflel  of  the  ft  ate  was  expofed 
fo  forms  and  tempefs,  and  though 
the  fup  had  fufained  confiderable 
damage,  from  the  accidents  which 
had  befallen  it,  the  pilot,  perhaps, 
might  not  be  to  blame,  and  that, 
bad  it  been  in  other  hands,  infead 
oi  being  flattered,  it  might  have 
been  funk.  Infead  of  indulging  in 
idle  complaints,  or  peevifh  invective, 
he  thought,  that,  at  the  prefen t 
prif  s,  every  hand  ought  to  be  active 


in  the  fervice  of  the  country, 
and  every  heart  fhould  glow  with 
an  ardent  defife  to  extricate  it 
froin  its  ^  prelent  embarr'afments. 
Having  laid  this  much  in  general, 
he  proceeded  to  fate  the  filiation 
in  which  the  country  was  placed. 
Having  commenced  the  war  in  con¬ 
cert  with  feveral  of  the  mof  re- 
fpe (fable  and  powerful  nations  in 
Europe,  we  were  deferred  by  al- 
mof  all  our  former  friends,  and  had 
now  to  contend  againfl  fome  who 
were  at  one  time  our  allies.  Infead 


ot  carrying  our  arms  to  the  enemy’s 
door,  we  were  in  daily  terror  of  a 
hofiile  invafion  ;  inf  ead  of  calcu¬ 
lating  upon  the  ruin  of  the  finances 
of  our  adversaries,  and  exhaufing 
their  refoarces,  our  whole  attention 
was  confined  to  the  reformation  of 
our  own  credit,  and  the  falvation 
of  our  own  independence.  He 
was  convinced,  that  the  people  of 
France  were  as  earned  in  their 
wifhes  of  peace  as  the  people  of 
Great  Britain.  If  might  be  afked, 
perhaps,  that,  if  they  were  fo  de- 
rous  for  the  termination  of  hof- 
ti lilies,  why  did  they  not  carry  their 
complaints  to  the  bar  of  the  di¬ 
rectory,  and  demand  red  refs  ?  To 
this  he  would  reply,  that  they  were 
taught  to  confider  the  ambition  of 
England  as  the  foie  caufe  to  whi 


cn 


as 


the  prolongation  cf  the  war  w_. 
to  be  aferihed,  and,  tliat  it  was  to 
her  third  for  aggrandizement  the 
happinefs  of  Europe  was  facrihceck 
And,  if  this  was  the  cafe,  would  a 
Britifi  houfe  of  commons  permit 
that  England,  the  parent  of  com¬ 
merce;  England,  the  fource  of 
every  proud  and  every  generous 
feeling,  and  the  bright  example 
of  regular  government  and  ki¬ 
ln  taiy  regulation,  fiiould  be  brand¬ 
ed  as  the  interefed  author  of  all 

the 
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all  the  calamities  which  are  at  pre- 
fent  abroad  in  the  world  ?  He 
truffed,  that,  on  the  contrary,  Eng¬ 
land  would  be  made  to  vindicate 
her  character,  in  the  face  of  Europe, 
and  that  it  would  be  fliewn  to  the 
prefent  and  to  the  future  age,  that 
the  afperfion,  in  this  inftance,  is  as 
untrue  as  it  is  contradictory  to  her 
pad  hi  dory ;  and  that  even  her 
enemies  will  be  taught  to  look  to 
her  as  the  fource  of  their  advan¬ 
tages.  But  it  was  not  merely  our 
character,  but  our  intereds  which 
were  at  flake.  Public  credit  was 
lhaken  to  its  very  foundation,  and 
peace  alone  could  reftore  it.  It 
might  be  laid,  that  the  French  na¬ 
tion  were  not  fufficiently  tranquil¬ 
lized,  and  that  their  government 
was  not  pofleffed  of  ftability  enough 
to  infure  the  blefiings  of  a  perma¬ 
nent  peace.  His  majefly  had  de¬ 
clared  it  to  be  capable  of  main¬ 
taining  the  relations  of  peace  and 
amity  ;  and  if  there  were  any  who 
could  not  adopt  this  opinion,  he 
would  atk,  if  they  wiflied  to  per- 
fevere  in  the  con  ted  either  till  the 
prefent  government  of  France  was 
completely  confolidated,  or  till  a 
fyflem,  in  which  they  could  repofe 
greater  confidence,  was  eflablifhed 
upon  its  overthrow  ?  He  advifed 


gentlemen  to  read  the  debates  ix 
the  council  of  five  hundred,  and  to 
learn  moderation  from  the  fpeeches 
of  Dumas  and  Dumolard.  As  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  the  jufi;  and  proper  notions, 
which  obtained  in  that  afiembly* 
he  referred  to  the  melfage,  which 
was  lately  fent  to  the  directory,  de¬ 
manding,  of  that  body,  an  explana¬ 
tion  of  what  they  called  an  incen¬ 
diary  debarkation  of  prifoners  upon 
our  coafis ;  a  meafure  which  they 
juftly  reprobated  as  inconfifient  with 
the  laws  of  war.  And,  if  thele 
were  the  fentiments  of  moderation 
and  jufiice,  by  which  a  French 
affembly  was  guided,  would  the 
houfe  of  commons  of  Great  Britain 
be  lets  inclined  to  the  exercife  of 
thefe  difpofitions  ?  Fie  trailed  not.” 

Mr.  Pollen  proceeded  to  read  an 
abftradt,  from  a  paper,  contained  in 
the  Redacteur,  of  December,  1799, 
which  he  confidered  as  the  official 
fentiments  of  the  French  diredory, 
on  the  late  negociation  for  peace : 
the  arguments  contained  in  which, 
tended  to  prove,  on  one  hand,  the 
infineerity  and  ambition  of  England, 
in  the  late  negociation  ;  and,  on  the 
other,  to  prove  how  fincerely  de- 
firous  the  directory  were  of  peace, 
on  moderate  terms.*  Mr.  Pollen, 
after  reading  this  paper,  obferved. 


*  Taken  from  the  Redadteur,  Dec.  14,  1796,  three  days  after  lord  Malmefbury’s  de¬ 
parture  from  Paris. 

“The  directory  fets  out  with  aflerting  pofitively,  that  the  war  has  been,  on  their 
part,  a  defenfive,  and  not  an  offenfive  onej  and  that  peace  is  the  only  objedl  of  their 
vows  and  wi  flies. 

“  In  enumerating  the  ffrong  reafons  they  had  for  fufpedting  the  fincerity  of  lord 
Malmdbury’s  miflion,  they  particularly  fpecify  the  perfidy  of  England,  in  exciting  and 
Supporting  interior  troubles,  both  in  La  Vendee  and  elfewhere.  They  mention  like- 
wife  the  forgery  and  fabrication  of  falfe  aflignats,  the  ftudied  flownefs  and  want  of  con¬ 
ciliation,  as  well  as  of  candour  and  opennefs  in  the  mode  adopted  by  lord  Malmefbury, 
for  commencing  a  treaty  5  his  want  of  authority  on  one  hand,  from  any  of  the  powers 
allied  with  Great  Britain,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  he  affected  to  include,  not  only 
Auftria,  but  even  Ru  fia,  among  the  parties  to  be  confulted.  It  might,  therefore,  they 
lay,  be  nectfifary  to  find  couriers  as  far  as  to  St.  Peterfburgh,  which,  at  that  feafon  of 
the  year,  could  not  be  accomplished,  with  the  anfwers  returned,  in  lefs  time  than  five 
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that,  either  the  allegations  con¬ 
tained  in  it  were  founded  on  fact, 
or  falfe.  If  founded  on  fa6t,  then, 
the  negociation  ought  to  be  re¬ 
fumed  on  fair  and  candid  prin¬ 
ciples  :  but,  if  falfe,  the  bed  mode 
of  di  (playing  the  juft  ice  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  government,  to  Europe  and  the 
world,  and  of  expofmg  the  unjuft 
pretentions  of  the  enemy,  would 


[irf- 

bc,  to  publish  a  counter-declaration* 
dating  the  grounds  on  which  the* 
war  was  carried  pn.  He  called, 
upon  the  dde  of  the  h  nfe,  on  which 
he  fat,  to  defend  their  conduct,  and 
the  principles  on  which  they  adted, 
by  (hewing  to  the  public,  that  it 
was  not  the  inclination  of  the  mi- 
nider,  but  the  intered  of  the  nation 
that  they  conlulted.  Ele  called  on 


weeks.  That  lord  Malmefbury  only  propofcd  a  vague  principle  of  ccmpenfation, 
without  any  fpecific  articles  of  reciprocal  reftiturior.,  while  their  fpecific  demands  he 
only  anfwered  by  ingenious  tvafion.  They  then  enumerate  the  delays  of  meiTengers, 
and  a  private  tecretary  fent  to  London.  The  want  of  fignature  to  two  memorials,  feni 
in  by  lord  Malmefbury  ;  and,  at  length,  when  the  ultimatum  was  demanded  peremp¬ 
torily,  what  does  it  contain  ?  The  firlt  memorial  demands, 

ill  RefLtution  to  the  emperor  oi  all  his  territories,  without  exception,  as  he  held 
them  before  the  war  3  confequentiy,  the  reffitution  of  Belgium. 

2,d.  The  total  annihilation  of  every  treaty  made  by  France  with  the  princes  of  the 
German  empire,  as  being  fundamentally  in  ad  mi  Bible,  and  contrary  to  the  Jus  Publicum 
Imperii ,  which  makes  it  impofii.ble  to  treat  with  any,  excepting  the  head  of  the  German 
empire.  This,  they  fay,  wodld  annihilate  aij  the  treaties  between  France  and  the 
eleCtor  of  Hanover,  the  duke  of  Wertemburg  and  Brunfwic,  the  landgrave  of  HetTe; 
and  laftly,  with  the  king  of  Pruffia,  in  his  capacity  of  eleCtor  of  Brandenburg. 

3d  The  complete  evacuation  of  Italy,  including  Savoy  and  Nice. 

4th.  A  refervation  in  favour  of  Ruffia,  by  which  that  court  may  interfere  at  its  plea- 
fare,  as  a  contracting  party  for  the  peace. 

5th.  1  he  fame  to  Portugal,  and  by  which  likewife  France  is  to  be  precluded  from  de¬ 
manding  a  fum  of  money  as  the  price  of  peace  from  that  court. 

6th.  Great  Britain  con tefts  the  validity  of  the  cefhon  by  Spain,  to  the  republic  of  the 
Spanifh  part  of  St.  Domingo,  as  conti ary  to  the  peace  of  Utrecht. 

7th.  The  reffitution  of  the  property  of  the  emigrants  forfeited  or  fold  is  obfcurely, 
they  fay,  and  indirectly  demanded,  though  in  language  and  terms  fo  ingenioufly  ambigu¬ 
ous  as  to  leave  matter  of  endlefs  difculfion. 

What  is  the  fecond  memorial?  For  Holland,  the  Brinfh  miniftry  demands  a  complete 
reff oration  of  its  ancient  form  of  Government  3  the  demolition  or  annihilation  of  all  the 
treaties  between  France  and  the  Batavian  republic:  laftly,  the  reitoration  of  the  ftadt«* 
holder  to  all  his  dignities,  offices,  and  poffeffions. 

And  what  does  England  offer  as  the  price  ot  fo  many  conceffions,  reititutions,  and  hu¬ 
miliations,  on  the  part  of  France?  The  reitoration  to  Holland  of  all  her  colonies?  The 
indemnity  to  the  Dutch  for  the  paft? 

No !  '  ' 

She  offers  only  a  partial  reffitution  of  the  Dutch  colonies,  referving  to  herfelf  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  Ceylon. 

Finally,  that  if  France  will  not  confent  to  annul  her  treaties,  made  with  the  Batavian 
republic,  fhe  is  in  that  cafe  to  make  over  or  cede  to  the  emperor  all  Floliand  has  ceded 
to  France  in  the  late  treaty  between  the  two  countries. 

The  directory  then  afks, 

Is  this  a  fair  treaty  ? 

Does  it  not  demand  from  France  the  entire  reffitution  of  all  that  France  has  conquered 
during  the  war,  without  reiforing  all  that  England  has  acquired  ? 

Does  it  not  ftipulate  by  induction,  and  by  infallible  though  indirect  and  ambiguous 
means,  the  return  of  the  emigrants,  the  reffitution  of  their  eftates,  the  deltruCtion  of 
pm  conltitution  of  1795?  anc^  infure  a  counter  revolution? 

thp 
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with  various  other  circum  fiances  to© 


the  other  fide  of  the  houfe,  not  to 
defend  the  mini  ft  ef,  but  to  defend 
their  country :  and  he  called  upon 
both  tides  to  co-operate  in  deliver¬ 
ing  their  country  from  its  prefent 
difficulties,  and  to  aft  in  fuch  a  way 
that  every  man  in  the  houfe  might 
be  able  to  fay,  that,  he  had  done 
nothing  of  which  he  was  to  be 
afhamed.  He  then  moved,  “  that 
a  humble  addrefs  be  prefen  ted  to 
his  majefty,  reprefenting  to  his  ma- 
jetiy,  that,  upon  mature  delibera¬ 
tion,  his  faithful  commons  were  of 
opinion,  that  his  gracious  and  be¬ 
nign  endeavours,  to  promote  the 
reiteration  of  the  general  tranquil¬ 
lity  of  Europe  had  failed  of  their 
effect  either  from  mifeonceplion,  on 
the  part  of  the  French  government, 
or  from  the  terms  propofed  having 
been  ill-explained  to  the  people  of 
that  country.  His  faithful  com¬ 
mons,  therefore,  befeeched  his  ma¬ 
jefty  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  might 
tend,  in  the  mo  ft  fpeedy  and  effec¬ 
tual  manner,  to  remove  tftefe  mif- 
conceptions,  and  to  vindicate  the 
fincerity  of  his  deiire  for  the  re- 
eflablifhment  of  peace,  in  the  eyes 
of  Europe  and  of  the ’world.” 

This  motion  was  feconded  by  fir 
John  Macpherfon. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  of  opinion,  that  no 
practical  benefit  whatever  could 
arife  either  from  the  motion  itfelfi 
or  the  arguments  by  which  it  was 
fupported.  A  peace,  he  laid,  did 
not  depend  on  the  earneftnefs  of 
their  defires  to  obtain  it,  nor  oh  any 
previous  declarations  of  that  houfe, 
which  were  rather  apt  to  fruftrate 
than  accelerate  the  object  which 
they  folieited.  It  depended  on  the 
free  but  reafonable  operations  of 
the  executive  government,  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  enemy,  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  pofture  of  affairs,  combined 


numerous  and  too  complex  to  be 
detailed.  The  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  alleges,  that  he  has  reafon  to 
fuppofe,  that,  buffering  as  the  French 
people  mult  do  under  the  inevitable 
horrors  of  war,  they  muff  earneftiy 
and  anxioufly  defire  peace  ;  and,  on 
that  ground,  he  affumes,  that,  a  pa¬ 
ragraph,  which  appeared,  fo  long  as 
December  24,  in  a  French  paper, 
tending  to  fnake  off  from  the  direc¬ 
tory  the  odium  of  the  breach  of  the 
late  negociation  for  peace,  and 
throw  it  on  this  country,  mull  have 
been  an  official  manifefto,  and  pub- 
lifhed  by  fpecial  authority.  He 
does  not  fay,  that  he  is  perfectly 
fatisfied  of  the  authenticity  of  the 
ftalements  in  that  paper;  but  he 
thinks  them  {Efficiently  authentic 
for  calling  in  queftien  the  fincerity  of 
the  executive  government  of  this 
country,  in  the  late  negociation ; 
and  he  farther  thinks,  that  forae- 
thing  ought  immediately  to  be  at¬ 
tempted,  to  do  away  anyimpreffion 
that  the  ftalements  in  that  paper 
might  have  on  the  opinions  of  the 
people  of  France,  and  of  Europe 
in  general.  But  it  would  {-e  lin¬ 
gular,  by  a  manifefto,  to  refute  a 
declaration  which  it  had  no  au¬ 
thority  to  confider  as  official;  to 
expose  the  Britilh  nation  to  a  frefh 
infult,  and  to  encourage  the  enemy 
to  defeat  the  very  practical  meafures 
which  it  had  adopted  for  the  re¬ 
ftoration  of  tranquillity.  It  would 
appear,  on  inquiry,  that  minifters 
had  not  only  performed  the  whole 
of  what  Mr.  Pollen’s  motion  pro- 
poled,  but  even  gone  beyond  the 
direCt  terms  of  it.  There  might  be 
a  chance,  he  faid,  for  making:  over- 
tures  of  peace,  which  the  executive 
government  only  know  how  to  come 
at.  Break  down  that  paling,  by 

an 
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an  imprudent  and  hafty  Fep,  and 
that  chance  is  utterly  loti.  He 
could  not  at  prefent-  enter  into  a 
detail  of  particulars.  Fie  had  no 
heti  tation,  however,  in  declaring, 
that  the  difpofition  of  his  majefty’s 
minitiers  went  beyond  the  purpofe 
of  the  motion  before  them ;  and, 
that  in  confequence  of  difpatches 
received  from  his  Imperial  majefty, 
who  had  refufed  to  negociate  for 
peace,  but  in  eonjundlion  with 
Great  Britain,  a  confidential  perfon 
was  to  be  fent,  from  this  country 
to  Vienna,  with  inftructions  to  en¬ 
able  the  emperor  to  conduct  farther 
hegociations,  in  concert  with  his 
allies.  Fie,  therefore,  hoped  that 
Mr.  Pollen  would  withdraw  his 
motion,  rather  than  perfevere  in  a 
meafure  which  would  tend  to  defeat 
the  end  which  it  propofed. 

Colonel  Porter  difa vowed  all  con¬ 
fidence  in  minifiers.  The  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  had  come 
to  the  houfe  with  a  fkmrifhing  de¬ 
fer  ip  tion  of  the  hate  of  the  finances  ; 
and  in  a  few  weeks  thereafter,  we 
were  found  to  be  in  a  Filiation 
little  fliort  of  bankruptcy.  At  all 
.events,  the  prefent  motion  could 
do  no  harm ;  it  fliould,  therefore, 
have  his  fupport. 

Mr.  Addington  had  flattered  him- 
felf  that,  after  what  had  palled,  Mr. 
Pollen  would  have  withdrawn  his 
motion.  This  motion,  he  obfervecl, 
was  founded  on  two  grounds,  hated 
in  a  French  paper:  firft,  the  origin 
bf  the  war,  which  was  attributed  to 
t he  Britifh  minihry  ;  fecondly,  the 
infineeri ty  of  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment  in  its  overtures  for  peace. 
Fie  made  a  variety  of  older  vat  ions, 
tending  to  fhew,  that  minihers  were 
dragged  into  the  war  againh  their 
wills ;  and,  alfo,  that  they  had  not 
neglected  any  feafible  opportunities 


or  means  of  pacification.  If  we 
were  to  make  any  application  for 
peace,  he  faid,  in  our  prefent  cir~ 
cumhances,  the  enemy  might  flip- 
pofe,  that  we  were  driven  to  it  by 
the  recent  occurrences  at  the  bank. 
It  had  been  afked,  what  had  been 
gained  by  the  war  ?  This  was  an 
improper  quehion,  as  it  was  a  war 
of  defence  :  but,  wre  had  retained 
our  character,  atehieved  great  con¬ 
quers,  and  made  a  difeovery  of 
eafy  means  of  preferving  internal 
tranquillity.  We  had  nearly  de- 
hroyed  the  marine  of  France,  and 
given  a  fevere  blow  to  that  of 
Spain,  We  had,  in  a  great  de¬ 
gree,  qua  fhed  thole  dangerous  prin¬ 
ciples  that  were  abroad,  and  fe- 
cured  our  honour,  our  liberty,  and, 
he  truhed,  our  conhitution.  Thefe 
were  fome  of  the  advantages  we 
had  gained  by  the  war :  and,  on 
thefe  grounds,  he  would  vote  a- 
gain  ft  the  motion,  and  move  th@ 
order  of  the  day. 

Air.  Fox  thought,  as  he  knew  the 
country  alfo  thought,  that  peace 
was  the  only  means  of  averting  our 
impending  ruin.  But  what  does 
the  minifter,  who  has  had  fo  large  a 
lhare  in  producing  your  prefent  ca¬ 
lamities,  propofe  to  you  to  night? 
That  you  fhould  Fill  repofe  your 
confidence  in  him:  Fill  confide  in 
thofe  councils  which  have  been  fo 
fatal.  It  feemed,  Air.  Flammond,  of 
whole  abilities  be  had  no  doubt, 
was  going  to  Vienna,  and,  on  this 
the  minifter  expected  them  to  Fop 
at  once,  in  the  performance  of  their 
duty.  We  are  now  to  negociate, 
fays  the  minifter,  in  conjunction  with 
the  emperor,  and  Buonaparte  is  to  he 
negociafor  for  peace  with  us  both. 
Do  not  put  me  under  difficulties,  by 
your  untimely  interference.  To 
that,  as  a  general  principle.  Air.  Fox 

had 
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had  no  difficulty  in  affenting,  though 
perhaps  he  would  not  agree  with 
the  minifter  as  to  the  extent  to 
which  that  principle  might  be  car¬ 
ried.  The  prefent  queftion  was 
not,  whether  any  minifter,  under 
any  circumftances,  thou  Id  have  the 
confidence  of  the  houfe,  during  a 
negotiation',  but  whether  the  pre¬ 
fent  minifter,  under  the  prefent 
circumftances,  fhould  poflefs  that 
confidence?  A  motion  was  made 
for  peace,  by  an  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  two  years 
ago.  What  was  the  language  then  ? 
(c  Do  not  vote  for  this  propofition, 
but  truft  in  me.”  He  prevailed 
with  this  houfe  to  do  then  what  he 
afks  you  to  do  now;  to  confide  in 
bis  finceritv.  After  a  confiderable 
lap fe  of  time,  a  negociation  was  at 
laft  attempted,  through  the  medi¬ 
um  of  Mr,  Wickham,  and  after¬ 
wards  carried  on  by  the  embafly  of 
lord  Malmefbury.  This  negociation 
became  a  fubject  of  difcuffion  in 
this  houfe,  which  was  told,  after 
every  means  had  been  made  ufe  of 
to  evade  all  meafures  that  could  lead 
to  any  ferious  negociation,  that  there 
Was  not  a  heart  in  England  fo  “  pro¬ 
fligate  as  to  with,  nor  a  hand  fo 
daftardly  as  to  fign,  nor  a  man  to  be 
found  fo  degenerate,  as  to  be  the 
Courier  of  a  commiffion  to  be  tent 
to  France,  to  ftipulate  for  peace.” 
We  have  tried  our  executive  go¬ 
vernment  enough,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  to 
be  confident  we  can  do  no  good  to 
our  country,  by  trying  fuch  means 
any  longer.  Let  us  now  try  means 
that  we  have  not  tried.  My  opinion 
is,  that,  let  who  will  be  the  negocia- 
tors  for  peace,  certainly,  ftill  more 
if  the  prefent  minifters  are  to  be 
the  negoclators,  the  chance  of  ob¬ 
taining  it  will  be  infinitely  increafed, 
if  parliament  flaouid  give  tliat  nego- 
13 


ciation  the  fanction  of  its  vote. 
But  itfeems  the  French  will  be  en¬ 
couraged  if  this  houfe  fhould  inter¬ 
fere  and  dictate  to  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment.  Will  they  really  think 
worfe  of  your  energy,  if  they  find 
that  you  are  determined  to  take  your 
own  affairs  into  yonr  own  hands, 
inftead  of  confiding  to  the  prefent 
minifters.  Will  they  really  expect 
to  make  better  terms  of  peace  with 
the  people  of  England,  fpeaking  to 
them  through  the  medium  of  repre- 
fentatives,  than  with  the  prefent 
executive  government  r  Do  they  ex- 
pebtmore  real  care  of  the  intereft  of 
the  people  of  England  from  a  reign¬ 
ing  faction,  than  from  the  people 
themfelves,  fpeaking  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  their  reprefentatives  r  I  ap¬ 
prehend  the  contrary  ;  and  that,  as 
we  fhould  expebt  more  j  uftice  from 
the  French  people  themfelves,  than 
we  do  of  any  faction  among  them,  fo 
would  they  from  the  people  of  Great 
Britain ;  and,  in  that  view,  I  fhould 
hope,  that  neither  the  republic  of 
France  would  be  boftile  to  G  real  Bri¬ 
tain,  nor  the  limited  monarchy  of  this 
country  be  hoftile  to  the  juft;  claims 
and  true  interefts  of  the  republic  of 
France.  I  wifn  to  know  what  bet¬ 
ter  pledge  you  could  give  of  finceri- 
ty  to  France,  in  your  defire  for  peace, 
than  to  fell  them,  by  a  vote  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  that  you  are 
willing  to  negociate :  and  what  is 
more  likely  to  lead  to  a  reftoratiori 
of  tranquillity,  upon  a  folid  and  per¬ 
manent  foundation? 

Colonel  Fullarton  obferved,  that 
the  prefent  queftion,  ftripped  of  all 
diplomatic  ambiguity,  ftood  exactly 
thus :  is  this  country  prepared  to 
admit,  that  Belgium  lhall  not  be  re-* 
ftored  to  the  emperor,  and  that  the 
Rhine  fhall  be  the  boundary  of 
France ?  If  not,  the  French  will 

anfwer> 
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anfwer,  come  and  take  Belgium. 
Thefe  are  not  times  for  entriifling 
the  moll  important  intereds  of  the 
country  to  plenipotentiaries  who 
entrench  themfelves  behind  the 
ramparts  of  etiquette,  and  ftalk  on 
the  ftiltsof  ambatfadorial  mightinefs. 
Undoubtedly,  every  returning  fen- 
iiment  of  mutual  forbearance  and 
amity  ought,  by  every  practicable 
inode,  to  be  encouraged.  Per¬ 
haps,  with  this  view,  no  better 
beacon  or  directory  can  be  found, 
in  the  annals  of  negociation,  than 
the  conduCt  of  our  Indian  govern¬ 
ment,  in  the  year  1781,  when 
French,  Dutch,  Myforeans,  and  a  11, 
were  in  arms  againd  the  Englifh  ; 
and  our  interefl  in  the  ead  were, 
if  poffible,  more  nnprofperous  than 
they  are  at  prefent  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  Europe.  An  honourable 
baronet,  now  a  member  of  this 
houfe,  then  fecond  in  council,  and 
afterwards  governor-general  in  In¬ 
dia,  in  conjuCtion  with  lord  Mac¬ 
artney  and  fir  Eyre  Coote,  inti¬ 
mated  to  the  Mahrattas,  that,  uniefs 
in  fo  far  as  might  be  neceflary  to 
fupport  exifting  engagements  with 
allies,  the  Englifh  government  was 
determined,  that  their  operations 
againd  the  Mahrattas  fliould  be  na¬ 
val,  and  defenlive  merely.  This 
they  intimated  to  the  Poonah  go¬ 
vernment,  and>  from  that  moment, 
not  a  fhot  was  fired  between  the 
Mahrattas  and  the  Englifh.  There 
is  one  point,  which  mud  not  be 
omitted.  It  is  well  known,  that 
the  French,  from  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  war,  have  refilled  all 
ideas  of  treating  collectively  with 
the  confederated  powers :  in  fo 
doing,  they  have  proved  their  wif- 
dom;  for,  bv  treating  individually, 
they  have  detached  every  power 
from  the  confederacy  excepting 


Audria  and  England.  If  the  French 
lofe  all  hope  of  detaching  thefe 
powers  from  each  other,  they  can 
no  longer  have  the  fame  objeCt  left 
for  perfiding  in  that  policy ;  at 
lead,  it  may  no  longer  be  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  devife  means  for  bringing 
them  to  treat  on  general  principles, 
and  collective  arrangements.  This 
can  hardly  be  effected  without  a 
congrefs,  in  fome  form  or  other. 
Under  this  impreffion,  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  reading  fueh  a 
form  of  refolutions  as  he  conceived 
would  meet  the  object  in  view,  not 
meaning,  howrever,  at  all,  to  prefs 
them  on  the  houfe  at  prefent : 

Refolved,  “  That  it  is  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  this  houfe,  that,  whenever 
a  proper  opportunity  occurs,  the- 
mod  eligible  mode  of  edablifldng 
the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  on  a  fe- 
cure  foundation,  will  be,  by  affem- 
bling  a  general  congrefs,  fuch  as 
took  place  lad  century,  previous  to 
the  peace  of  Munder.  That  the 
objeCt  of  this  congrefs  ought  to  be, 
to  fpecify  and  declare  to  all  man¬ 
kind  the  principles  of  right  and 
wrong,  which  ought  to  govern 
the  relations  between  independent 
dates ;  to  fpecify  and  declare  to  all 
mankind  the  principles  of  fecurity, 
property,  and  public  credit,  which 
it  is  neceffary  to  recognize,  and  ren¬ 
der  effectual,  before  any  pacifica¬ 
tion  can  be  negociated  with  ftability 
or  honour. 

In  the  event  of  the  Belligerent 
powers  not  acceding  to  this  opinion, 
it  will  become  this  houfe  to  make 
known  the  grounds  on  which  the 
war  is  continued,  to  afeertain  the 
form  on  which  it  is  to  be  conducted, 
and  to  declare  the  principles  on 
which  a  cedion  of  hodilities  ought 
to  be  concluded,  on  the  part  of  his 
Britannic  -majedyT 

Sir 
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Sir  William  Bultney  faid,  that 
what  the  parliament  and  the  nation 
tli ou Id  require  was  not  fo  much  an 
immediate  peace,  as  a  fecure  one: 
and  this  object  wohld  be  accom¬ 
pli  filed  by  patience  under  our  buffer¬ 
ing*,  and  perfeverance  in  the  con- 
left.  As  long  as  the  "enemy  re¬ 
tained  Belgium  and  Holland  there 
could  be  no  fecurity  for  England. 
Now  was  the  moment  to  Brain  every 
nerve  in  the  ftruggle  ;  and  he  was 
more  fearful  that  mini  hers  would  be 
•loo  forward  than  too  tardy  in  bring¬ 
ing  matters  to  a  termination.  His 
complaint  againftfhem  was  that,  on 
hearing  the  difafters  that  had  be¬ 
fallen  the  Imperial  arms,  they  had 
not  immediately  come  down  to  the 
houfe,  and  called  for  a  loan  to  invi¬ 
gorate  the  brave  exertions  of  our 
ilkiftrious  ally. 

Sir  John  Macpherfon  fpoke  to  the 
.following  effect.  He  thought  that  it 
would  not  be  a  greater  proof  of  mo¬ 
deration  and  juftice,  than  of  found 
political  wifdom,  to  declare  that  we 
Bond  up  only  in  defence  of  our  own 
rights  and  liberties,  and  not  for  the 
purpofe  of  encroaching  on  thofe  of 
other  nations.  He  was  anxious  that 
fuch  a  declaration  fbould  be  made, 
not  only  beeaufe  it  would  contribute 
to  give  peace  to  this  country,  but  to 
all  Europe,  and  among  other  na¬ 
tions,  even  to  our  enemies.  The  in- 
terefts  of  Britain  would  be  be  ft  pro¬ 
moted  by  confulting  not  qnlv  our 
own  advantage,  but  that  of  all  the 
civilized  world:  by  endeavouring 
not  only  to  obtain  from,  but  to  ex¬ 
tend  to  France,  a  juft,  honourable, 
and  folid  peace.  The  French  go¬ 
vernment  has  cealed.to  be  an  incen¬ 
diary  aflernbfy,  fanguinary  dictators, 
and  a  club  of  plunderers.  It  has 
aftiimed  the  form  and  the  tone  of 
regular  governments,  it  has  offici- 
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ally  declared  its  refpeffl  for  perfonai 
fafety,  property,  and  morals,  and  has 
denounced  vengeance  againft  the 
anarchifts.  It  has  likewife  mani- 
fefted  an  appearance  of  a  with  for 
peace.  It  is  for  the  French  nation 
to  realize  the  peace,  of  which  their 
new  government  fpeaks  to  them 
with  cautious  referve.  A  nd  this  ob¬ 
ject,  a  frank  declaration  on  the  part 
of  the  people  of  England,  through 
their  reprefentatives,  of  a  fmcere 
difpofition  to  peace,  on  a  fair  moral 
bails,  equally  conducive  to  the  fecu¬ 
rity  raid  welfare  of  both  nations,  by 
awakening  the  fenfibility,  and  gain¬ 
ing  the  confidence  of  the  French  na¬ 
tion,  would  materially  tend  to  for¬ 
ward.  The  bails  to  which  he  alluded 
was  a  due  regard  to  juftice,  private 
property,  public  credit,  and  the 
rights  of  nations.  It  was  time  for  the 
Engliffi  nation  to  open  their  eyes  on 
the  true  object  of  the  War  :  an  ob¬ 
ject  which  ought  to  be  as  remote 
from  the  fpirit  of  vengeance,  as 
that  of  conqueft.  It  points,  on  the 
contrary,  to  a  reafonabie  agreement 
between  the  belligerent  Fates ;  an 
agreement  dictated  by  the  force  of 
their  wants,  and  founded  on  the  in- 
difpenfable  protection  of  the  right 
of  property,  without  which  no 
ftate  can  be  certain  of  providing 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  its  fubjeffts, 
nor  of  maintaining  the  fecurity  of 
its  civil  order.  Commerce  and 
modern  finance  having  intermingled 
all  property,  even  that  of  nations,- 
it  follows  that  public  credit  has  be¬ 
come  the  univerfal  depofttary  of 
civilized  fociety.  There  is  only  one 
property,  and  one  real  finance  in 
Europe,  the  circulation  of  which 
is  as  eff'entigl  to  the  political  body, 
as  that  of  the  blood  to  the  human 
body:  it  was  a  violation  of  the 
right  of  property  (hat  produced  the 

■affignatS/ 
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ftffignats*  and  the  affignats  that  pro¬ 
duced  the  revolution,  with  all  the 
naileries  fuffered  by  France,  and  in¬ 
flicted  on  her  neighbours.  To  fhew 
a  difpotition,  even  a  zeal  for  the 
fettlement  of  a  government  in 
France,  that  fhould  refpedt  the 
rights  of  men  and  nations,  would  not 
be  a  greater  bleffing  to  that  country, 
than  to  all  Europe.  The  motion 
before  the  houfe  had  a  happy  ten'* 
dency  to  harmonize  the  great  body 
of  the  French  and  Enghth  people 
(who  could  not  be  faid  properly  to 
be  at  war  with  each  other,  though 
their  governments  were)  into  peace 
and  good  neighbourhood,  by  dis¬ 
countenancing  and  difapproving  the 
iniinuations  of  inhncerity,  on  the 
part  of  this  country,  in  the  late  ne- 
gociation.  It  would  affift  minilters, 
in  proving  that  the  prolongation  of 
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the  calamities  of  war  did  not  reff 
with  Great  Britain.  To  a  motion 
of  this  tendency,  he  did  not  fee 
why  any  objection  fhould  be  made 
by  either  fide  of  the  houfe  :  as  it 
was  calculated  to  procure  an  effen- 
tial  advantage  to  the  country,  while 
it  contributed  to  ftrengthen  the 
hands  of  government.  On  thefe 
grounds,  he  thought  hhnfelf  juf- 
titled  in  fupporting  the  prefent  mo¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Johnes  could  never  forget  the 
ignominiousroanner  in  which  our  am- 
ballad  or  had  been  difmiffed,  nor  for¬ 
give  the  iitfult  offered  to  the  nation* 
The  objects  for  which  we  contended 
were,  our  liberties,  our  fortunes, 
our  religion,  our  God,  and  our 
king !  On  a  divifiori  of  the  houfe5 
there  appeared  for  Mr.  Pollen's  mo¬ 
tion,  85  v  again!!  it,  29 L 
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CHAP.  XI. 

Mature  of  Money. — Hijiory  of  Bank  of  England.— Stoppage  of  Bank  Toy* 
merits  in  Spec ie . —Meffage  thereon >  from  his  Majefly  to  Parliament.— 
Debates  on  this  .  S&Sje&y  in  both  Houfes .-^m-Meafnres  for  the  Support  of 
Public  Cixdit,  and  the  Relief  of  various  pecuniary  Embarr afments — 
Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  State  of  the  Bank . 


G-  OLD  and  diver,  and  other  pre¬ 
cious  metals,  have  a  two-fold 
value  :  a  value  intrinfic,  and  a  value 
conventional.  They  are  valuable 
on  account  of  their  own  quali¬ 
ties  ;  and  they  are  valuable  as 
the  figns  and  pledges  of  wealth. 
This  di  Hindi  ion  men  learnt  to 
make  in  the  progrefs  of  com¬ 
merce.  And  there  was  never  an 
ab  ft  radii  on  more  curious  in  it  fold 
or  in  common  affairs  more  important 
in  its  confequences.  The  con¬ 
ventional,  or  arbitrary,  value  of  gold 
and  diver,  the  figns  and  pledges  of 
'wealth,  has  been  taken  off,  has  been 
abftradted  from  the  (olid  metals, and 
transferred  to  paper:  a  very  flimfy 
and  unfubftantial  body,  and  which 
may  be  confidered  as  holding  a 
middle  place  between  matter  and 
fpirit.  It  is  not,  however,  the  pa¬ 
per  that  is,  in  fa6t,  the  fubflitute 
for  money,  but  fomething  Hill  more 
exile ;  the  promife,  the-  adt  ot  the 
mind  flamped  upon  it ;  fo  that  mo¬ 
ney  has  come  to  be,  not  fo  much 
a  mbffantial,  or  material,  as  a  meta- 
phyfical  thing;  and  fo  eafily  multi¬ 
plied,  that  the  number  of  paper- 
dollars  in  America,  affignats  in 
France,  and  bank  notes  in  Great 
Britain,  have  almoff  exceeded  cal¬ 
culation. 


The  bank  of  England,' which  has 
the  greateft  circulation  of  any  bank 
in  England,  was  originally  projected 
by  a  merchant  of  the  name  of  Pat- 
terfon,  and  eftablifhed  in  the  year 
1694.  The  company  was  incor¬ 
porated  by  parliament,  in  the  5  th 
and  6th  of  William  and  Mary, 
in  eonfideration  of  the  loan  ot 
1,200,000/.  granted  to  the  govern¬ 
ment,  for  which  the  fubferibers  re¬ 
ceived  nearly  8  per  cent.  By  an  adt 
of  the  8th  and  9th  ot  William  ill. 
they  were  empowered  to  enlarge 
their  capital  ftock  to  2,20 1,17!/. 
By  another  adt  of  Tth  of  Anne,  they 
were  farther  empowered  to  aug¬ 
ment  their  capital  to  4,402,3437 
on  which  they  advanced  40(ff000/. 
more  to  government;  in  1714  an¬ 
other  loan  of  1 ,500,000/. ;  and  other 
loans  in  fubfequent  periods.  Nor 
was  the  bank  of  England  found 
to  be  a  greater  convenieney  to 
government  than  this,  with  others 
called  country  banks,  was  to  indi¬ 
vidual  adventurers  in  manufadtures 
and  commerce,  and  every  lpecies  of 
improvement. 

But,  in  this  country,  as  in  others, 
different  caufes  concurred  to  re¬ 
mind  the  world  that  there  was  a 
wide  difference  between  money  that 
pofieffed  an  intrirffic  value,  and  mo¬ 
ney 
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hey  of  the  abftraffed  kind,  which 
was  merely  conventional.  A  run 
was  made  on  the  bank  of  England 
which  threatened  its  ruin.  Govern- 
inent  interfered  for  its  prefervation, 
and  the  minds  of  men  began  to  be 
turned  back  from  metaphvfcs  to 
matter:  from  the  fign  to  the  thing 
figmnedf  .  The  fpirit  of  adventure, 
m  many  in  fiances,  out-raii  its  capi¬ 
tal,  *  and  an  increafed  capital  fiock 
required  an.increafe  in  the  circula¬ 
ting  medium :  but  the  immediate 
and  principal  caufe  of  the  fhake  that 
tvas  given  to  the  bank  of  England, 
in  1797,  is  unquefiionably  the  pre- 
fent  war,  which,  among  other  ex- 
pences,  to  an  unheard  of  amount, 
included  large  pecuniary  remittances 
to  foreign  powers,  but  efpecially  the 
emperor  of  Germany. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1795, 
the  court  of  directors  informed  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  that  it 
was  their  with,  ss  that  he  would  ar¬ 
range  his  finances  for  the  year,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  depend  on 
any  farther  abidance  from  them.” 
Thefe  remembrances  were  renewed 
in  the  months  of  April  and  July,  ift 
the  fame  year;  and  on  the  8th  of 


Odtober  following,  they  fent  a  writ¬ 
ten  paper  to  the  minifier,  which 
concluded  by  ftating,  “  the  abfolute 
neceffity,  which  they  conceived  to 
e'xifi,  for  diminifhing  the  fum  of 
their  prefent  advances  to  govern¬ 
ment;  the  lafi  having  been  granted 
with  great  reludiance  on  their  part* 
on  his  preffing  felicitations.”  In  an 
interview  with  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  which  took  place  on  the 
23d  of  the  fame  month,  on  the 
loans  to  the  emperor  being  men¬ 
tioned,  the  governor  allured  Mr. 
Pitt,  That  another  loan  of  that 
fort  would  go  nigh  to  ruin  the 
Country.”  And  on  the  9th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1797,  the  directors  ordered 
the  governor  to  inform  the  minifier, 
"  that,  under  the  prefent fiate  of 
the  banks  advances  to  government 
here,  to  agree  with  his  requefi: 
of  making  a  farther  advance  of 
1  ,500,0001.  as  a  loan  to  Ireland* 
would  threaten  ruin  to  the  bank* 
and  moft  probably  bring  the  di- 
re&ors  to  (hut  up  their  doors.” 

With  this  caufe,  another  fpring- 
ing  alfo  out  of  the  war,  power¬ 
fully  co-operated.  This  was  the 
dread  of  an  invafion,  which  had 


-  T  hat  the  run  on  tne  bank  was,  in  part  owing  to  this  caufe,  is  rendered  probable,  by 
the  many  and  great  emharafments  of  principal  traders,  noticed  in  a  former  volume  When 
from  tins  and  whatever  other  caufe,  there  was  a  great  fcarcity,  or  more  properly, 'a  great 
demand  for  money,  many  merchants  and  tradefrnen  hopped,  and  others  were  on  the  brink 
*>v  hopping  payment,  though  their  debts  were  found,  on  the  ftrideft  inquiry,  to  beereativ 
exceeded  by  tneir  property.  On  this  emergency,  minihry,  willing  to  nourifh  trade,  the 
murce  of  revenue,  the  fource  of  their  own  power  and  influence,  abroad  and  at  home,  verw 
y  ifely  advanced  large  fums  of  money  to  mercantile  houfes,  on  receiving  depofits  of  goods 
mto  public  warehoufes :  nor  is  it  in  very  many  inhances,  that  they  have  appeared  in  fo  re- 
fpedable  a  light,  as  when  they  aflumed  the  charader  of  paternal  and  patriotic  pawn¬ 
brokers.  The  emperors  of  Germany,  in  pledging  their  copper-mines,  as  collateral  fecuri- 
ties  for  the  payment  of  the  bank-notes  of  Vienna,  have  alfo  appeared,  on  many  occa- 

!  rne  rrefp^ab  e  i!Sht  Pawn  brokers.  Though  pawn-broking  has  been  di (graced 

by  ..iic  bafenefs  or  little  pawn-brokers,  in  the  fame  manner  as  ihe  law,  the  guardian  of 
our  properties  and  lives,  has  teen  degraded  by  vile  attornies,  and  other  feral  pradi- 

wfTe  Yw  T  -S  n0thirJS,  m  the  fyftem  of  Pawn  broking,  difgracefuj'or  incompatible 
T  J  ,h  tne  highe  1  virtue  anf  bowur  T°  advance  money,  or  any  thing  elfe  on  depofits  or 
podges,  is  nothing  more  than  the  fimple  quid  pro  quo ,  the  principle  of  barter,  the  firft  ftaee 
commerce.  At  the  fame  time  that  government  afforded  fuccour  to  trade,  in  this  man- 
ner  it  ordered  a  new  coinage  of  gold  and  fiiver:  in  both  ways,  returning  from  refine, 
*rivnt  ana  abufe,  to  ihe  original,  and  moft  natural  medium,  of  commerce 
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induced  the  farmers  and  others, 
refident  in  the  parts  di  ft  ant  from 
the  metropolis,  to  withdraw  their 
money '  from  the  hands  of  thojfe 
hankers  with  whom  it  was  depo fif¬ 
ed,  The  run,  therefore,  commenced 
upon  the  country  banks,  and  the  de¬ 
mand  for  fpecie  toon  reached  the 
metropolis.  In  this  alarming  date, 
the  minidry  thought  themfelves 
compelled  to  interfere,  and  an  order 
of  the  privy  council  was  iiTuod  on 
the  26th  of  February,  prohibiting 
the  directors  of  the  bank  from 
t(  iffuing  any  cafh  in  payment  till  the 
fenfe  o;'  parliament  could  be  taken 
on  that  fubjeft,  and  the  proper  mea- 
fures  adopted  thereupon  tor  main¬ 
taining  the  means  of  circulation, 
and,  fuppor  ting  the  public  and  com¬ 
mercial  credit  of  the  kingdom  at  this 

,  o 

important  conjundiuref ’ 

On  the  following  day,  therefore, 
27  th  of  February,  a  mefiage  was  de¬ 
livered  from  his  majedy  to  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  dating,  “  that 
an  unufual  demand  of  fpecie  having 
been  made,  from  different  parts  of 
the  country,  on*  the  metropolis,  it 
had  been  found  neceffary  to  make 
an  order  of  council,  to  the  directors 
of  the  bank,  prohibiting  the  iffuing 
of  any  calls  in  payment,  till  the  fenfe 
of  parliament  could  be  taken  on  the 
fubjeCt.”  The  order  of  council  was 
read,  along  with  his  majedy’s  mef- 
fage ;  and  lord  G  renville,  in  the  houfe 
of  lords,  rofe  to  move,  “  that  the  com¬ 
munication  from  his  majedy  fhould 
be  taken  into  condderation  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  was  of 
opinion  that  the  desperate  exigency, 
to  which  miniders  had  driven  the 
country,  was  owing  to  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  fpecie  to  the  emperor  of 
Germany  and  our  other  allies  on  the 
continent.  He  therefore  moved. 


that  a  humble  addrefs  be  prefented 
to  his  majedy,  to  prevent  the  farther 
exportation  of  fpecie,  until  the  fenfe 
of  parliament  diould  be  taken  on  that 
fuhjedt. 

Lord  Grenville  faid,  as  their 
lordfhips  had  determined  not  to  take 
the  fubjedt  into  condderation  till 
next  day,  he  did  not  with  to  difcufs 
it,  as  neither  he  nor  the  houfe  were 
prepared  for  it.  The  necedity  of 
acceding  to  the  motion  was  urged 
by  the  earl  of  Guildford,  and  the 
earl  of  Moira,  on  the  ground,  that  to 
decline  this  would  have  an  ill  effect 
on  the  public  mind. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  put  the 
quedion  diredtly  to  lord  Grenville 
whether  it  was  intended  to  fend 
money  to  the  emperor?  The  fecre- 
tary,  perfevered  in  his  determina¬ 
tion,  not  to  difcufs,  that  day,  a  fub- 
jedt  that  was  to  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration  the  next.  The  quedion 
being  put,  the  duke  of  Norfolk's 
motion  was  rejected  by  34  againft  5. 

His  majedy’s  mefiage  being  again 
read,  next  day,  lord  Grenville,  after 
much  prefatory  matter,  which  it  i§ 
not  neceffary  to  our  purpofe  to  re¬ 
late,  informed  the  houfe,  that  he 
had  two  motions  for  their  conddera- 
tion;  and  fir  ft*  “  that  a  humble" 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majedy, 
to  return  thanks  for  his  gracious  com¬ 
munication,  and  to  affure'his  majedy, 
that  he  might  rely  with  the  utmoft 
confidence  onthewifdom  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  to  call  forth,  in  cafe  of  ne- 
cedlty,  the  extenfive  relources  of  the 
kingdom:  this  addrefs  was  unani- 
moufly  agreed  to.  Lord  Grenville’s 
other  motion  was  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  feledi  and  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  of  nine  lords,  to  examine 
and  report,  on  the  ontdanding  debts 
againd  the  bank,  the  date  of  the 
funds  for  difcharging  the  fame ;  the 
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canfe  that  rendered  the  order  of 
council  necefiary,.  and  which  might 
juftify  the  members  of  that  houfe 
for  taking  the  proper  heps  for  the 
confirmation  and  continuance  of 
that  meafure. 

The  duke  of  Grafton  faid,  that 
mini  hers  had  gone  to  the  extreme 
length  of  a  meafure  founded  in  an 
afi’umption  of  power,,  unknown  to 
the  laws  and  conftitution  of  the 
country.  They  would  be  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  a  bill  of  indem¬ 
nity,  to  legalize  their  condudt ;  for, 
unlefs  this  could  be  obtained,  the 
bank-dire<5tors  were  liable  to  an 
a<5Hon  from  every  individual  to 
whom  they  refuted  payment. 

Lord  Grenville  replied,  that  he 
had  no  objection  to  that  meafure  ; 
though  the  bank  were  not  legally 
obliged  to  act  upon  the  requifition 
contained  in  the  order  of  the 
council. 

1  he  ear  1  of  Guildford  thought, 
that  there  were  parts  of  the  inquiry 
propofed,  which  by  no  means  re¬ 
quired  fecrecy,  that,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  ought  to  be  made  as 
public  as  poffible.  If  the  bank 
was  in  fuch  a  foundling  Rate  as 
was  reprefenfed,  it  ought  to  be 
laid  before  the  public,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  removing  all  ground  of  fuf- 
picion.  1  he  duke  of  Grafton  fpoke 
to.  the  fame  effedt.  But  the  earl  of 
Liverpool  approved  of  a  fecret  com¬ 
mittee,  where  fubjedts  of  a  delicate 
nature  were  to  be  invef  igated. 

The  duke  of  Bedford,  confi der¬ 
ing  the  ill  condudt  of  minifers 
throughout  the  war,  and  the  alarm¬ 
ing  fate  to  which  they  had  reduced 
the  country,  thought  it  not  impro¬ 
bable,  that  the  meafure  in  quefion 
was  ablolutely  necefiary ;  though 
he  could  not  but  remark,  that,  when 


he  read  the  order  of  council,  he  was 
afionithed  to  find  that  the  unufual 
demand  for  fpecie  was  imputed  to 
ill-founded  and  exaggerated  appre- 
henfions  of  individuals,  no!  with- 
fanding  that  minifers  had  been 
the  caufeof  railing  them.  He  was 
a  friend  to  open  difcuffion,  as  their 
lordfhips  would  thereby  be  enabled 
to  form  a  judgement  of  fa 61s  within 
their  own  knowledge,  and  to  af- 
certain  how  much  of  the  prefent 
calamitous  fate  of  the  country  was 
connected  with  the  bank.  He  did 
not  know,  he  find,  that  there  was 
any  reafon  why  the  committee 
fhould  be  a  fecret  committee.  If 
there  was,  he  was  not  prepared  to 
admit  if.  Be  that  as  it  might,  he 
could  not  conceive  that  their  lord¬ 
fhips  were  to  determine  a  great 
national  quefion,  of  fuch  immenfe 
importance  as  the  prefect,  on  the 
report  of  nine  lords,  be  they  whom 
they  might.  The  words,  as  they 
now  food  in  the  refofution  pro¬ 
pofed  by  the  fecretaryof  fate,  au¬ 
thorized  the  committee  to  report 
their  opinion,  of  the  neceflty  of 
confirming  and  continuing  the  mea¬ 
fure  adopted  by  the  Lank,  in  con- 
feqnence  of  the  order  of  council ; 
which  was  neither  more  nor  lefs- 
than,  that  the  bank  fhould  continue 
to  fop  payment,  and  to  give  only- 
paper,  infead  of  cafh,  when  pay¬ 
ment  in  money  was  demanded  ;  .a 
thing  both  ineonffent  and  alarm¬ 
ing.  His  grace,  therefore,  moved, 
by  way  of  amendment  to  lord  Gren¬ 
ville  s  motion,  to  leave  out  all  that 
part  of  it  which  related  to  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  reporting  their  opinion  on 
the  continuance  of  the  meafure. 
This  amendment. 

Lord  Grenville  (aid-,  he  would 
certainly  oppbfe,  as  it  tended  to 
[  N  3  ]  take 
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take  away  an  effential  part  of  (he 
Original  motion,  and  render  the 
others  of  little  life. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  ftrongly 
objected  to  a  fecret  committee. 
If  the  bank  were  equal  to  all  de¬ 
mands,  it  .was  for  their  honour 
that  there  fbould  be  no  conceal¬ 
ment.  Any  thing  like  fecrecy 
Would  make  a  ferious  imprefiion 
without  doors.  The  duke  of  Graf¬ 
ton,  too,  was  decidedly  againfl  the 
fecrecy  of  the  committee,  and  alfo 
again  f  t  any  report  by  the  committee. 
On  the  neceffity  of  confirming  and 
continuing  the  meafure  adopted  in 
the  minute  oT council.  He  woidd 
therefore  fupport  the  amendment 
propofed  by  the  duke  of  Grafton. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  faid, 
that  noble  lords  would  do  him 
the  juftice  to  recoiled!,  that  not  one 
feffion  had  palled  over,  fince  the 
year  1793,  in  which  he  had  not, 
to  ufe  a  vulgar  but  flrong  ex- 
preffion,  bored  their  lordfhips  with 
his  prophetic  admonitions.  His 
mind  had  been  early  impreffed  with 
a  moft  facred  reverence  for  that 
moft  delicate  and  indefinite  thing, 
called,  public  credit.  A  fmall  pam¬ 
phlet,  but  a  mod  able  one,  had 
been  put  into  bis  hands,  and  re¬ 
commended  to  his  fiudy  :  it  was  the 
production  ofa  great  and  diftinguifh- 
ed  member  of  parliament  and  dated 
man  (Harley,  earl  of  Oxford).  This 
noble  author  illuftrafed  the  nature 
of  public  credit,  by  faying,  that  it 
was  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain 
what  the  foul  of  man  was  to  his 
body.  It  was  pure  foul :  it  was 
immaterial  in  itfelf ;  and  yet  it 
was  that  which  gave  to  fubdance 
its  functions.  It  was  not  the 
caufe  but  the  effect ;  it  flowed  from 
the  happy  organization  of  all  the 
parts  of  the  material  body.  It  was 


not  to  be  preated ;  it  was  not  tq 
be  forced  : '  its  precife  feat,  in  the 
body  politic,  could  not  be  difcover- 
ed  ;  it  at  once  prevaded  over,  and 
proceeded  out  of,  the  whole.  It 
both  gave  and  received  its  anima¬ 
tion  and  its  exidence.  It  was  not 
property,  for  no  branch  of  the  body 
could  call  it  its  own.  It  was  not 
the  king?s  credit ;  it  was  not  the 
credit  of  parliament;  it  was  pub¬ 
lic  credit.  It  was  that  thing  which 
fpruug  from  the  happy  concoction 
of  all  the  vital  juices  of  the  na¬ 
tional  frame,  which  preceded  from 
the  nice  diflribution  of  our  parts, 
and  their  mutual  co-operation ; 
which  gave  to  the  national  fyflern 
a  fy m pathetic  connection,  an  union 
of  aCtion,  a  correfpondence,  and 
promptitude,  which,  in  matter  of 
finance,  is  known  by  the  name  of 
punctuality.  This  public  credit 
was  the  foul  of  England;  it  was 
that  which  carried  the  nation  to  a 
height  infinitely  beyond  its  numeri¬ 
cal  power.  It  was  our  credit  that 
fet  all  the  calculations  of  political 
arithmetic  at  defiance ;  it  derided 
the  cold  diffidence  of  thofe  who, 
judged  of  our  means  by  the  geo¬ 
graphical  limits  of  the  ifland,  or 
the  vifible  number  of  its  people. 
Public  credit  did  not  even  look  to 
fecurity  as  its  bafis:  it  always  con¬ 
nected  fecurity  with  punctuality. 
Many  lords,  with  their  20,000/.  a 
year,  would  find  it  difficult  to  pro¬ 
cure  the  loan  of  ],0Q0C  on  emer¬ 
gency,  though  they  had  perfect 
fecurity  to  offer,  when  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  tradelman,  with  a  capital 
perhaps,  only  a  few  hundreds, 
would  find  the  loan  with  facility. 
Why  was  this  ?  It  was  the  known 
punctuality  of  the  one  placed  againfl 
the  known  want  of  punctuality  in 
the  other ;  it  was  becaufe  the  lender 
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knew,  that  the  merchant  was  tena¬ 
cious  of  a  credit,  about  which  the 
nobleman  was  indifferent.  This 
was  the  chara&er  of  England  :  this 
it  was  that  had  diflinguifhed  it 
from  all  the  other  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  particularly  from  France ; 
there,  every  tiling  had  depended  on 
the  king’s  credit;  here,  all  depen¬ 
dence  was  on  the  nation:  there,  a 
diforganized  fpirit  of  expence  ffiel- 
tered  itfelf  under  the  credit  of  the 
grand  monarque;  here,  every  thing 
contributed  to,  as  every  thing  flow¬ 
ed  again  from,  the  fountain  of  pub¬ 
lic  credit;  and  the  adminifiration 
of  the  country  was,  in  reality,  no¬ 
thing  more  than  a  committee  for 
the  management  of  this  credit.  To 
afcribe  the  fhoek  that  had  been 
given  to  it,  to  the  idle  ftories  of 
unfounded  and  exaggerated  alarms, 
was  ridiculous.  It  proceeded 
from  deep,  progreffive,  accumulated 
caufes;  caufes  which  all  thinking 
men  had  long  deplored,  and  which 
had  been  growing  to  a  head  under 
the  unhappy  and  ill-requited  con¬ 
fidence  which  their  lordihips  had 
placed  in  the  king’s  minifters.  It 
was  material  to  endeavour  to  afcer- 
tain  the  caufes  that  had  brought  us 
to  this  dilemma.  One  caufe  was 
manifeft :  the  inordinate  increafe 
of  expence,  of  places,  and  eflablifh- 
inents  in  every  corner  of  the  em¬ 
pire.  This  had  been  growing  to 
a  height  beyond  every  thing  that 
the  mind  could  conceive;  it  was 
incredible  and  fcandalous ;  the  in¬ 
creafe  of  fees,  of  (alaries,  of  places 
and  penfions,  of  new  boards  of 
eommiffion,  and  new  appointments 
of  all  kinds,  had  not  only  ferved  to 
open  all  the  gates  of  wafle  and 
probation,  but  to  beat  down  and 
deftroy  all  the  check  of  control,  and 
all  the  means  of  correction,  Waite 
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and  extravagance  had  been  fyftema- 
tized ;  one  fcene  of  abufe  counte¬ 
nanced  and  protefited  another,  and 
all  the  corners  of  the  earth  were 
witneffes  to  the  ruinous  vrafie  of 
the  treafures  of  England.  Another, 
and  a  fill  more  dangerous,  fou re e 
of  diforder,  which  had  fprung  up 
during  the  prefen t  adminiftration, 
was  the  want  of  unity  and  correfpon- 
cicnce  among  the  different  branches 
of  office.  This  was  the  common 
obfervation  ;  it  was  vifible  in  every 
department ;  every  office  teemed 
to  be  lord  of  its  own  will,  and 
every  office  feemed  to  have  un¬ 
limited  power  over  the  purfe  of  the 
nation  ;  inf  ead  of  their  being,  as 
the  fpirit  of  the  conf  iiution  directed, 
under  theconfant  check  of  the  trea- 
fury.  If  he  could  truft  to  well- 
founded  information,  every  branch 
of  office  projected  its  own  fchemes, 
had  its  own  expeditions,  and,  of 
courfe,  put  its  hand,  at  pleafure  into 
the  purfe  of  the  nation ;  nay,  this 
di fraction  was  not  oven  Confined 
to  office  at  hpme  ;  but,  every  man, 
in  every  one  of  our  foreign  fettle- 
merits,  had,  alfo,  his  own  projects, 
his  own  adventures,  his  own  fchemes 
of  fortification,  and  his  own  fources 
of  expence ;  lo  that  every  man, 
upon  every  foreign  ftation,  thought 
himfelf  at  liberty,  and  found  him- 
felf  to  exercife  unref  rained  au¬ 
thority  over  the  treafury  of  Eng¬ 
land.  That  this  want  of  concord¬ 
ance,  and  want  of  eorrefpondence, 
did  actually  fubf  f ,  not  one  of  their 
lordffiips,  who  were  in  the  habit  of 
converting  generally  in  the  world, 
would  difpute.  They  had  a  glaring 
proof  of  it  in  a  paper  upon  the  table. 
Let  any  noble  lord  look  at  the  paper 
of  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army, 
and  he  would  fee  the  full  confirma¬ 
tion  of  all  that  he  had  dated ;  and  ii 
[  N  4  j  was 
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was  fair  to  reafon,  that,  if  this  au¬ 
dacious  abufe  was  f  ffered  in  one 
department,  it  would  be  practifed 
in  all.  Another  caufe  of  our  pre¬ 
fen  t  jfliock  was,  undoubtedly,  the 
war :  it  was  contemptible  to  fay, 
that,  fendi  ng  money  out  o  f  the  king¬ 
dom  did  not  make  us  poorer;  it 
was  contemptible  to  tell  us,  that, 
becaufe  it  did  not  go  forth  in  fpecie, 
it  was  therefore  no  diminution  of 
our  wealth ;  it  was  a  great  and 
fatal  fource  of  decreafe,  it  diminifb- 
ed  the  reproductive  power  of  the 
country,  and  it  was  found  in  the 
annual  deficiencies  of  our  revenue  ; 
which  again  became  another  caufe 
of  the  prefent  dilemma  ;  for,  the 
rainifrer  had,  year  after  year,  to 
practice  new  expedients,  for  the 
concealment  or  the  fupply  of  this 
deficiency ;  and  thus  it'  was,  that, 
year  after  year,  they  had  been  kept 
in  a  date  of  delufion,  which,  more 
than  any  thing  elfe,  was  mortal  to 
the  delicate  frame  of  public  credit. 
It  had  been  laid,  that,  in  this  con¬ 
tinued  delufion,  the  minifter  had 
difplayed  want  of  integrity,  as  well 
as  want  of  ability;  that  the  delu- 
iions  were  too  grofs  for  mere  folly 
to  commit;  and,  that  no  rational 
explanation  could  be  given,  of  the 
condudt  in  which  he  had  per  fevered 
fq  long,  except  that  he  was  both 
incapable  and  difhoned.  He  eon- 
felTec!,  that,  he  did  not  incline  to 
either  of  thefe  fuppotitions  :  he 
could  fee  no  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  minfter  could  be  in  different  to 
the  fate  of  his  country,  nor  did  he 
imagine,  that  it  could  be  mere  want 
of  ability,  fuch  intire  ignorance  of 
arithmetic  as  could  make  him  cal¬ 
culate  ten  millions  ftiort  of  the  fum 
that  he  wanted  within  two  months. 
He  believed,  that  it  was  not  want  of 
ability,  but  want  of  power;  it  was 


that  want  of  authority,  over  the 
other  departments  of  expence, 
which  ought  to  redde  with  the  firft 
lord  of  the  treafury,  and  which,  by 
want  of  intimate  correfpondence 
and  connection  with  the  other  de¬ 
partments  of  office,  he  had  fatally 
differed  to  flip  through  his  hands. 
It  uted  to  be  the  didingui filing 
feature  of  the  Britifh  ad  mini  dera¬ 
tion,  that  the  treafury  was  its  heart: 
it  didributed  the  neceflfary  nourifh- 
ment  to  the  other  parts  ;  and  every 
thing  flowed  from  it,  as  the  com¬ 
manding  centre:  the  other  depart¬ 
ments  were  neceffarily  fubordmate. 
The  noble  duke,  in  his  eye,  could, 
perhaps,  be  able  to  fay,  how  in- 
dgnidcant  a  part  a  mere  fecretary. 
of  date  had  to  play,  when  the  firft 
lord  of  the  treafury  exerted  his 
powers,  and  thwarted  the  meafures 
in  which  he  did  not  coincide.  (We 
fuppofe  the  noble  marquis  alluded 
to  the  duke  of  Leeds).  But  this 
central  point  of  controul  had  been 
unhappily  conceded,  and  the  drd 
lord  of  the  treafury,  which  ufed  to 
confer  the  title  of  premier,  had 
now  funk  into  a  re  fe  mb  la  nee  of  the 
treafurer  of  France,  under  the 
ancienne  regime.  In  France,  the 
treafury  lay  at  the  mercy  of  each 
department :  the  minifter  of  marine, 
the  minifter  of  the  exterior,  the 
minifter  of  the  interior,  and  fo  forth, 
drew  upon  it  at  pleafnre;  and  they 
all  knew  the  confequences. :  inordi¬ 
nate  expence,  con fuli on,  diftruft, 
violation  of  faith,  bankruptcy,  and 
revolu  ion.  Such  was  the  date  of 
Franfce,  unhappily  for  England,  we 
had  made  three  dagos  in  this  fatal 
career.  Good  God  !  what  a  feene 
was  opened  to  the  eves  of  Englifh- 
men  ;  he  did  not  dare  to  approach 
the  meafure  of  Sunday  lad  ;  he  had 
not  yet  cealed  to  ih udder  at  it ;  he 
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’would  not  dare  to  fav  one  word  as 

j 

to  its  prudence ;  he  only  would 
ndmcnifh  their  lordfhips,  that,  upon 
file  conduct  of  the  legifiature,  in 
this  momentous  criiis,  depended 
the  fate  of  England.  They  were 
brought  •  to  a  tremendous  brink, 
where  one  tingle  error,  one  tingle 
dip  of  the  foot,  would  precipitate 
them  to  ruin.  He  had  the  utmoft 
and  moft  (acred  confidence  in  the 
bank  of  England  ;  their  probity  and 
their  ability  were  undoubted ;  it 
was  totally  indifferent  to  him  whe¬ 
ther  there  was  a  tec  ret  committee 
or  not ;  he  was  confident  that  they 
would  fafely  come  to  the  bar  of 
that  houfe,  and  prove,  in  the  face 
of  the  world,  that  they  were  equal 
to  all  their  own  engagements ; 
that  they  dreaded  nothing  but  the 
interference  of  the  Irate  ;  and  this 
interference  it  would  be  well  for 
their  lord  thins  to  guard  again  ft. 
This  was  the  rock  upon  -which 
alone  we  could  fplit.  To  the 
report  of  a  committee  of  nine  no¬ 
ble  lords,  who  fhould  confine  t hem¬ 
ic  Ires  to  the  (ingle  object  of  ex¬ 
amining  the  ability  of  this  company* 
he  had  no  objection  :  in  his  mind, 
too,  it  ought  to  be  a  fecret  com¬ 
mittee,  not  becaufe  there  ought  not 
to  be  the  utmoft  publicity  in  every 
thing  that  regarded  the  pecuniary 
fiate  and  circum fiances  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  but  becaufe  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  was  a  private  company,  and 
parliament  had  . no. right  to  inquire 
and  pry  into  their  affairs.  Taking 
it  for  granted,  however,  that  it  was 
at  their  own  invitation  and  exprefs 
defire,  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  nine 
lords,  of  high  and  known  honour, 
who  fliouid  ftridtiy  confine  them- 
ielves  to  the  examination  of  their 
/finds  and  their  engagements :  no 


farther.  He  would  not  venture 
one  ftep  beyond  this  examination, 
and,  therefore,  all  the  latter  part 
of  the  motion,  and  every  thing 
which  looked  like,  or  bore  the 
lea  ft  affinity  to,  force,  lie  mult  ob¬ 
ject  to.  The  only  way  in  which 
the  meafure  could  be  countenanced, 
was,  as  a  meafure  of  perluafion  ; 
he  was  furry  to  have  feen,  in  the' 
order  of  council,  fo  improper  a 
term  as  the  word  t(  require.;”  it 
was  a  word  unknown  to  the  law, 
and  which  ought  .not  to  have  been 
ufed;  it  was  an  importation  from 
France.  Rcquifition,  carried  with 
it  the  idea  of  terror,  which  could 
only  be  carried  on  by  farce.  Lie 
deprecated  this  dreadful  feeling-; 
it  ought  to  have  been  a  recom¬ 
mendation,  not  a  requifition,  to  the 
.  ‘ 

bank,  and  they  muff  never  kffe 
fight  of  the  neeeffary  caution  to 
be  obferved  in  this  ref  peel:.  The 
fir  ft  error  muff  be  repaired;  if  an 
attempt  ft) ail  be  made  to  life  force, 
we  are  gone  as  a  people.  ft  Mark 
my  prophecy,  my  lords,”  exclaimed 
the  noble  marquis,  <e  and  do  not  diff 
dain  the  couide!,  while  yet  in  time. 
If  you  attempt  to  make  bank-notes 
a  legal  tender,  their  credit  will  ,pe- 
rifti.  They  may  go  or,  fora  time; 
but  the  consequence  is  certain. 
No  art,  no  fkill,  no  power,  can 
prevent  their  falling  to  a  discount. 
We  do  not  (peak  upon  conjecture; 
the  thing  is  matter  of  experience, 
A  fever  is  as  much  a  fever  in  Lon¬ 
don  as  in  Paris,  or  Amfterdam ; 
and  the  consequences  of  a  ftoppago 
of  payment  muff  be  the  fame  m 
whatever  country  it  fhall  happen. 
The  fall  will  be  flow,  perhaps,  and 
gradual  for  a  time;  but  it  will  be 
certain.  A  few  months  may  bring 
to  the  recollection  of  your  lord  Off  ps> 
with  contrition,  the  prophecy  that  I 

,  r  have 
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bavenow  made  you/*  He  would 
conclude  with  faying,  that,  he  had 
not  had  time  to  converfe  with  fe¬ 
deral  gentlemen,  for  whofe  autho¬ 
rity  on  fuch  fubjedts  he  had  high 
regard ;  but,  in  meditating  on  the 
confequences  of  the  meafure,  that 
morning,  many  horrible  effedls  had 
prefented  themfelves  to  his  mind. 
The  danger  they  had  to  apprehend 
from  forgery  was  none  of  the  leaft 
«of  the  evils ;  we  fhoukl  have  the  re¬ 
ad!  ion  of  the  blow  we  had  ftruck  at 
Prance  ;  we  had  made  our  bafe  in- 
ftruments  adepts  in  the  fcience,  and 
it  was  not  to  be  expedited,  that  they 
would  fuftbr  the  opportunity  to  pafs 
unimproved.  Another  evil  was, 
that  of  jobbing  in  bills  and  money. 
Adventurers  of  all  defcriptions 
would  hart  up ;  the  precious  me¬ 
tals  would  difappear,  and  every 
article  would  bear  two  prices,  one 
for  money,  and  one  for  paper. 
Another,  and  a  monftrous,  evil 
would  be,  that  it  would  open  the 
door  to  unlimited  expenditure,  and 
we  fhould  have  not  merely  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  war,  but  all  the 
frantic  and  deluftve  expeditions, 
which  were  now  projedted,  would 
be  fatally  put  into  execution.  He 
warned  them  againft  the  folly  of 
attempting  the  Spanifh  South-Ame- 
rica  polfeffions.  In  three  or  four 
years,  they  would  fall  away  from 
Spain  themfelves ;  a  greater  good 
could  not  be  done  to  Spain,  than  to 
relieve  them  from  the  curfe  of  thefe 
fettlements,  and  make  them  an  in- 
duftrious  people  like  their  neigh¬ 
bours.  A  greater  evil  could  not 
happen  to  England  than  to  add 
them  to  our  already  overgrown  pof- 
feffions.  He  equally  objedled  to 
our  idle  chimera  of  an  expedition 
to  Port  Ferrajo,  and  to  our  difaf- 
trous  conquers  in  the  Well  Indies. 


It  was  a  clear  candid  propoiitiosi 
of  peace,  accompanied  with  a  ri¬ 
gorous  economy  of  expence,  that 
could  alone  recover  us  from  the 
ftiock  that  tli is  order  of  council  had 
given  to  public  credit. 

The  lord  chancellor  came  from 
the  woolfack  to  make  a  iingle  ol> 
fervation  upon  the  latter  part  of 
what  fell  from  the  noble  marquis. 
He  had  deprecated  the  idea  of 
forcing  bank  paper  into  circula¬ 
tion,  by  making  it  a  legal  tender. 
He  thought  it  juft  neceflary  to  fay, 
that  it  never  entered  into  the  com 
temptation  of  his  majeftyta  minifters 
to  ufe  any  forcible  means.  It  was 
Impoffible  to  fay,  in  this  ft  age  of 
the  bufinefs,  what  plan  the  wifdora 
of  the  legillature  might  devife,  up¬ 
on  the  report  of  the  committee ; 
but  he  could  take  upon  himfelr  to 
fay,  that  it  never  yet  had  been 
conceived,  that  it  would  be  wife 
or  prudent  to  make  bank-notes  a 
legal  tender. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  ex- 
prefted  confiderable  fatisfaction  at 
the  information  imparted  to  him 
by  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on 
the  woolfack,  and  faid,  he  was  ex¬ 
tremely  happy  to  find  fuch  were 
the  feelings  and  fentiments  of  mi¬ 
nifters.  Had  he  known  as  much 
before  he  began  his  fpeech,  it  would 
have  faved  him,  and  the  houfe,  feme 
time.  He  flattered  himfelf  that, 
by  lenient  meafures,  and  perfuafive 
means,  the  good  fenfe  of  the  coun¬ 
try  might  be  worked  upon  to  pro¬ 
duce  tlie  happieft  effects. 

The  duke  ofBedfordk  amendment 
being  rejected,  by  78  againft  12,  the 
original  motion  was  carried  without 
a  divifion. 

His  majeftyta  mefiage,  relative  to 
the  fituation  of  the  bank,  became, 
on  the  lame  day,  February  28,  a 

fubjed^ 


fubjedl  of  diffusion  in  the  houfe 
of  commons.  The  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  moved  an  add  refs  to 
his  majefiy,  returning  him  thanks 
for  his  moft  gracious  cpmmunica* 
Eon,  and  aflliripg  him,  that  the 
houfe  would  immediately  proceed 
to  take  into  confideration  the  ob- 
jedt  recommended  in  the  mefiage 
to  their  ferious  attention.  This 
addrefs,  in  the  ufual  form  of  exact 
correspondence  to  the  mefiage,  was 
carried,  n$m.  con.  Mr.  Pitt  then 
proceeded  to  introduce  another  mo¬ 
tion,  of  which  lie  had,  as  ufual, 
given  previous  notice,  with  feme 
observations  relative  to  the  Pate 
of  thb  bank,  and  certain  meafures 
that  it  feemed  to  require.  It  had 
already  been  afeertained,  he  fa  id, 
even  in  the  Short  fpace  that  had 
plapfed  fmop  the  minute  of  council 
had  been  iifued,  that  the  public 
confidence  in  the  bank  was  un¬ 
shaken  :  that  no  doubt  was  enter¬ 
tained,  with  refpedl  to  the  Solidity 
or  the  bank,  or  its  ability  to  anfwer 
all  the  demands  of  its  creditors. 
Yet  it  was  undoubtedly  incumbent 
upon  the  houfe,  he  faid,  at  fo  im¬ 
portant  a  period,  to  take  the  proper 
means  to  Satisfy  themfelves,  that 
the  meafures  that  had  been  taken, 
in  confequence  of  the  opinion  of 
the  privy  council,  had  become  in- 
difpenfably  necelTary  :  and  this  the 
rather,  that  parliament  was  now 
to  be  called  upon  to  confirm  that 
opinion,  aqd  Sanction  the  meafure 
adopted  by  an  ad  of  the  legislature. 
As  to  the  degree  of  fatisfadion  to 
be  required,  and  expeded,  with 
refped  fo  the  grounds  of  necefiity 
on  which  the  meafure  had  been 
adopted,  the  Rate  of  the  bank  wa3 
a  fubjed  of  inquiry  of  fo  critical 
and  delicate  a  nature,  that  it  could 
pot,  co mi  ft enily  w  ith  public  fafety. 


be  pulhed  to  too  great  particularity, 
or  minuteneSs  of  detail.  The  in¬ 
quiry  ought  to  be  conduded  in  the 
moft  diferpet  manner,  confident 
with  the  neceffary  Satisfaction  of 
the  houfe.  It  would  be  proper, 
then,  that  the  buiipefs  Should  be 
confided  to  a  Secret  committee, 
and  that  they  Should  be  cxpreftl y 
inSlruded,  by  the.  houfe,  not  to  pufh 
their  inquiries  too  minutely  into  the 
particulars  he  had  fnggefted,  but 
to  confine  their  investigation  to  fueli 
circum fiances  of  the  general  State 
of  the  bank,  as  might  be  Sufficient 
-for  the  purpoSe  in  view.  If  was 
not  for  him,  he  faid,  to  point  out 
in  what  manner  the  members  of 
the  Secret  committee  ought  to  exer- 
cife  the  important  truft  committed 
to  them  by  the  houfe :  but,  if  it 
Should  be  proved,  by  the  evidence 
ot  the  members  of  the  bank  dl- 
redion, 'that  the  extent  of  the  late 
demands  on  the  bank,  and  the 
rapidity  with  which  they  were 
brought  forward,  were  likely  to 
occafion  Such  a  preffure,  as  not  to 
leave  a  Sufficient  fund  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  Service;  and  that  their  opinion, 
on  this  point,  entirely  coincided 
with  that  of  his  majeftyks  minis¬ 
ters;  a  Strong  argument  would  then, 
finely,  be  afforded,  that  the  mea¬ 
fure  which  the  necefiity  of  the 
times  required,  on  the  part  of  the 
executive  administration,  it  was 
incumbent  On  the  legislature  to 
confirm  and  enforce.  On  theSe 
grounds  he  moved,  that  a  fecret 
committee  be  appointed  to  afeer- 
tain  the  total  amount  of  the  out¬ 
standing  demands  on  the  bank  of 
England,  and  likewiSe  of  the  funds 
for  discharging  the  Same ;  and  tha^_ 
they  do  all'o  report  their  opinion 
of  the  necefiity  of  providing  for 
the  confirmation,  and  continuance, 

of 
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of  the  meafures '-taken  in  purfuance 
of  the  painute  of  council  on  the 
twenty-fixth  infant ;  the  motion 
Being  read, 

Mr.  Fox  declared  his  expedi¬ 
tion  that  the  mini  liter,  who  had 
conducted  affairs  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  call  for  the  meafure  now  pro- 
pofed,  would  not  have  been  con¬ 
tented  to  pafs.  fo  nightly,  over  the 
nature  of  the  prefent  crifis,  but 
would  have  thought  it  incumbent 
on  him,  at  leaf,  to  give  feme 
general  ftatement  of  the  circum- 
iknees  which  had  led  to  that  ft tu¬ 
ition  of  unparalleled,  and  unpre¬ 
cedented  ernbarrafment,  in  which 
we  were  now  placed.  Every  man, 
who  read  the  proclamation  of  coun¬ 
cil,  mu  ft  have  been  ftruck  with  the 
reflection,  that  this  was  the  fir  ft 
time  that  a  meafure  had  been 
adopted,  by  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment  of  this  country,  to  prevent 
the  bank  from  anfwering  the  de¬ 
mands  of  its  lawful  creditors :  a 
meafure  which,  he  con  tended,  would 
deftroy  the  credit  of  the  bank.  If 
the  meafure  was  indifpenfably  re¬ 
quired,  from  the  p  re  fling  exigency 
of. the  country,  and  the  imperious 
eonflderation  of  public  lately,  an 
&61  of  parliament  was  furely  the 
only  proper  mode  of  effecting  the 
purpofe.  The  houie  of  commons 
was  that  particular  branch  of  the 
legifiature  which  it  was  of  moll 
eflential  importance  fhoukl  be  eon- 
fulted  on  fuch  an  occafion.  The 
liegledt  that  had  taken  place  in  this 
inftance  was  of  the  moft  mifehieve- 
ous  example.  The  king,  or  execu¬ 
tive  government,  by  the  prefent 
meafure,  had  claimed  a  power  to 
annihilate,  by  one  breath,  all  the 
property  of  the  creditors  of  the 
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bank.  It  might  be  faid,  that  fuch 
a  power  would  be  equally  danger¬ 
ous  in  any  branch  of  the  legifla- 
ture.  But,  it  had  been  found,  by 
experience,  that  whenever  a  power 
of  this  kind  had  been  confided  to 
a  fenafe,  or  to  a  large  body  of  men, 
it  had  been  better  preserved,  and 
had  preferred  fewer  in  fiances  of 
abufe,  than  in  thofe  fifuations  where 
the  cafe  was  otherwife.  The  lia¬ 
bility  of  credit  had  always  |3een 
better  maintained  in  republics,  than 
in  thofe  governments  where  it  de¬ 
pended  merely  on  an  individual, 
or  on  a  final!  body  of  men  only. 
With  regard  to  the  important  point 
intended  for  the  fupport  of  the 
bank,  namely,  that  the  public  were 
to  be  called  upon  to  guarantee  the 
fecurity  of  the  bank-notes,  Mr.  Fox 
alleged,  that  every  Ian  Ft  ion  given 
by  the  public  to  the  credit  of  in di- 
yiduals,  though  for  a.  time  it  might 
be  attended  with  fome  advantage, 
would  ultimately  be  found  to  be 
injurious  and  definitive.  As  to 
the  fecrecy  of  the  intended  com¬ 
mittee,  he  faid,  while  the  credit 
of  a  corporation  is  entire,  the  pub¬ 
lic  have  no  right  to  pry  into  their 
fecrets :  but,  when  once  a  failure 
has  taken  place,  or  a  flur  has  been- 
thrown  upon  its  character,  the  beft 
remedy,  if  the  ftate  of  its  affairs 
be,  indeed,  fuch  as  to  bear  a  fair 
ferutiny,  is,  to  bring  it  into  the 
utmoft  publicity.  The  houfe,  he 
obferved,  were  called  on  to  decide 
on  the  merits  of  the  whole  tranf- 
abtion  ;  and  that  it  was  neeeflary,  for 
enabling  them  to  form  I  heir  judge¬ 
ment  on  the  cafe,  that  all  theconcerns 
of  the  bank  fhould  be  inveftigated. 

Let  me  beg  of  you  not  to  imitate 
the  blind  confidence  of  the  lords  of 

the 
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flie  council,  and  to  bellow  your  ap¬ 
probation  on  the  merereprefentation 
of  the  neceffity  of  the  meafure,  but 
to  have  before  you  all  the  faffs  and 

J 

arguments  connected  with  the  Iran f- 

O 

adtion,  and  to  draw  your  conclufion 
from  the  refult  of  a  full  and  impar¬ 
tial  invedigation.  Without  thefe  it 
is  impoffible  that  you  can  fairly  ab- 
folve  him  from  the  imputation  of 
the  moll  grofs  misconduct.  And, 
under  the  prefent  circum fiances,  I 
fee!  it  to  be  my  duty  to  confider  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  as  hav¬ 
ing  violated  the  law  of  the  land, 
and  given  a  dangerous  blow  to  the 
national  credit.  The  neceffity  of 
the  cafe  mull,  indeed,  be  well  afcer- 
tained  before  his  eomiuft  can  he 
j udified.  1 1  mud  be  proved  how  far 
he  had  the  means  of  knowing  the 
danger  that  threatened  the  public 
fervice,  and  how  far  his  information 
was  of  that  ferious  and  alarming 
nature  to  demand  fo  extraordinary 
a  precaution.  I  come  now  to  ano¬ 
ther  point.  The  directors  of  the 
bank  often  told  the  minider  what  the 
effect  would  be  of  his  fending  fueh 
vad  (urns  of  money  abroad.  They 
remondrated  again  ft  fueh  conduct. 
I  will  not  enter  upon  the  detail  of 
the  advice  that  was  given  to  him  at 
thefe  times';  but  we  all  know,  and 
now  feel  the  effect  of  his  conduct ;  for 
he  fent  money  abroad,not  only  again d 
the  opinion,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
remonftrances  •  of  the  bank,  but 
againd  the  known  fpirit,  and  palpa¬ 
bly  againd  the  very  letter  of  the 
conditution.  Such  has  been  the 
condudt  of  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  ;  and  I  do  fay,  we  are  now 
called  upon,  by  the  duty  which  we 
owe  to  the  public,  to  give  no  farther 
credit  to  that  minider  for  his  date- 
ments  in  any  public  affair  of  finance, 
and  more  efpecialiy  upon  the  fub- 


je6t  which  is  now  before  us.  We 
have  for  a  long  time  had  a  confiding 
horde  of  commons  ;  I  want  now  an 
inquiring  horde  of  commons.  I 
fay,  that  with  a  diligent,  inquiring 
houfe  of  commons,  even  although  it 
fliouid  be  an  indifferent  one,  with 
regard  to  talents,  and  with  a  min  if 
ter  of  very  ordinary  capacity,  we 
dial!  be  able  to  do  more  for  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
than  a  houfe  of  commons  competed 
of  the  bed  talents  that  ever  adorned 
any  fen  ate,-  and  a  minider  of  the 
fir'd  abilities  would  Be  able  to,  if 
that  houfe  fhouid  implicitly  confide 
in  that  minider.  If,  therefore,  I 
have,  in  an  uniform  tone,  called  for 
inquiry,  and  trie  houfe  has  been  as 
perfevering,  as  certainly  it  hitherto 
has,  in  confiding,  it  is  not  wonderful 
that  we  are  in  our  prefent  condition. 
I  fay,  that  without  inquiry  into  the 
caufeof  our  calamities,  the  public 
neither  will,  nor  ought  to  be  falls- 
fied.  I  lay,  farther,  that  the  houfe, 
ought,  for  the  fake  of  its  credit 
with  the  public,  to  enter  into  a  full 
inquiry  upon  this  matter,  for  the  au¬ 
thority  of  an  inquiring  is  much, 
greater  than  that  of  a  confiding  houfe 
of  commons.  It  was  our  duty  to  re¬ 
trieve  our  affairs,  but,  if  the  houfe 
perfided  in  confiding  in  miniders, 
our  ruin  was  inevitable. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  was  afraid  that 
bank  paper  would  fall  into  as  low  a 
condition  as  a  dignats,  or  mandats. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  nothing 
lets  than  a  full  and  complete  in¬ 
quiry  would  anfwer  any  good  pur- 
pole. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  referred  to  the 
journals  in  the  year  1796;  from 
which  it  appeared  that  there  had 
been  an  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of 
the  bank,  but  that  not  a  partial  one. 
I  n  confequenee  of  the  good  ededls  of 

th'r 
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this  preee 
agreeing 

would  be  proper  to  purfue  the  fteps 
©f  the  committee  of  1796,  by  in- 
pairing  not  only  into  the  amount  of 
*;iie  out- (landing-  engagements  of  the 
bank.,  but  into  that  of  the  property 
alfo.  Sir  John  had  learnt,  from  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  that  it 
was  the  Intention  of  government 
that  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  thou  Id  be  received  from  indi¬ 
viduals  by  the  public:  from  which 
eifcumftahce,  if  the  notes  fnould 
fall  in  credit,  the  revenue  mud  be 
■diminifhed.  The  next  point  to  be 
confidered  was,  whether  bank  notes 
were  to  be  conddered  as  a  legal 
tender  from  the  public  to  the  indi¬ 
vidual?  Unlefsth  is  were  enaXed  in¬ 
to  a  law,  it  would  be  impoffible  to 
carry  on  public  affairs,  for  there  was 
not  fpecie  enough  in  this  country  to 
pay  all  the  public  creditors.  The 
next  point  to  be  fettled  was,  whe¬ 
ther  bank-notes  fnould  be  conti dered 
as  a  legal  tender  from  one  individual 
to  another.  Unlefs  they  were  fo,  he 
was  perfuaded  that  one  jhalfof  the  pu¬ 
blic  might  be  fen  t- to  jail  for  debt,  and 
that  the  other  half  would  afterwards 
become  bankrupts.  But,  the  mo  ft 
important  light  in  wh  ich  thefe  things 
fhould  be  coniidered  in  the  aggre¬ 
gate,  was  the  effect  which  the  whole 
would  have  on  foreigners.  It  would 
alter  the  price  of  every  article  pur- 
chafed  from  foreigners  abroad:  it 
would  affeX  the  value  of  every  ar¬ 
ticle  exported  to  foreigners  from 
home.  It  would  drake  the  credit  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  fartheil  parts 
of  Ruffia,  and  be  felt  in  the  re- 
mot#  corners  of  the  earth.  Ele  la¬ 
mented  that  earlier  measures  had  not 
been  taken  to  prevent  what  had 
happened,  efpecially  as  the  danger 
had  been  long  foremen,  He  held 
t-  .  T  8 


In  his  hand  a  copy  of  a  letter  which 
he  had  written  to  the  directors  of 
the  bank,  fo  long  ago  as  the  15th  of 
September,  17 95,  wherein  fuch  mea- 
fures  were  proposed  as  probably 
would  have  prevented  the  fad  ne- 
ceffity  to  which  they  were  now  re¬ 
duced.  This  letter  fuggefled  the 
propriety  of  ifluing  bank-notes  of 
21.  and  51.  value,  as  well  as  notes  of 
larger  dims,  that  fhould  not  be  im¬ 
mediately  converted  into  fpecie. 
Since,  however,  the  directors  had 
not  ehofen  to  adopt  any  preventive 
meafures  of  that  kind,  he  trufied 
that  if  *a  committee  fhould  be  ap¬ 
pointed,  it  would  confift  of  able 
and  independent  men,  and  not  of 
perfons,  who,  from  their  preju¬ 
dices,  habits,  or  connexions,  would 
wifh  either  to  fupport  or  oppofe  the 
prefent  adminiflration. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  could  not  conceive 
the  juftice  of  government  in  fir  ft 
making  the  bank  a  corporation  of 
bankers,  and  afterwards  exonerating 
them  from  paying  the  money  de¬ 
posited  in  their  hands.  The  part- 
nerfhip  between  the  government 
and  the  bank  was  com  pul  five  and 
unjuft,  as  being  “  apartnerfliip  of  an 
infolvent  government,  which  re¬ 
quired  a  folvent  company  to  bolfter 
up  its  ruined  finances/*  With  regard 
to  the  utility  of  a  fecret  committee, 
he  would  much  rather  take  the  word 
of  the  direXors  of  the  bank,  as  to 
the  folidity  and  refponfibility  of 
their  funds,  than  the  report  of  the 
fecret  committee,  who  had  only  the 
power  of  making  a  partial  inquiry. 

Lord  Wycombe  faid,  that  if  the 
fufpemion  of  payment,  required  by 
the  privy  council,  was  intended  to 
remove  a  public  p  refill  Eg  at  home, 
he  fnould  have  no  objeXion  to  ac¬ 
cede  to  if.  But  as  he  thought  all 
this  was  intended  merely  to  cover  a 

defism 
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dent,  he  could  not  help 
with  Mr.  Fox,  that  it 
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defign  of  fending  money  to  the  con¬ 
tinent,  to  carry  on  the  war,  he  was 
bound  in  duty  to  give  it  his  nega¬ 
tive.  The  ho  life  thould  reflect  on 
the  evils  which  fucli  a  meafure  as 
this  would  not  fail  to  produce.  It 
would  leffen  the  value  of  the  paper 
currency  of  the  kingdom.  He  had 
feen  the  mifery  which  that  had  pro¬ 
duced  in  other  parts  of  the  world, 
by  railing  molt  rapidly  the  price  of 
all  provisions,*  and  bringing  on  a 
train  of  evils  with  which  that  houfe 
was  unacquainted. 

Mr.  Wiiberforce  Bird,  who  repre¬ 
sented  a  manufacturing  town,  had 
inltrudtions  from  his  constituents,  to 
inquire  what  method  would  be  re¬ 
commended  to  enable  them  to  car¬ 
ry  on  their  bufinefs,  and  to  anfwer 
the  many  demands  to  which  it  ex- 
pofed  them.  A  rumour  had  gone 
abroad,  that  it  was  tjhe  intention  of 
the  bank,  to  ilTue  fmall  notes  of  one 
©r  two  guineas  each.  He  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  felicitous  to  know  if  the 
rumour  had  any  foundation,  as  Such 
an  expedient  would  quiet  the  alarm, 
and  relieve  the  manufacturers  from 
prefent  preffures. 

Mr.  Pitt  replied,  that  it  was  his 
intention,  before  the  houfe  fe pu¬ 
pated,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill,  which  might  be  carried 
through  both  houfes  very  quickly,  to 
enable  the  bank  to  blue  notes  be¬ 
low  5i,  value. 

Notes  of  this  kind  were  accord¬ 
ingly  iffued  in*  a  few  days.  They 
were  found  to  afford  very  great 
temporary  convenience;  but  leem 
to  have  laid  a  foundation  for  many 
evils,  particularly  to  the  labouring 
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and  other  dalles  of  the  people,  as 
well  as  to  (lipendiaries  of  all  kinds; 
the  very  leifurely  advancement  of 
whofe  wages  and  falaries  is  ufu- 
ally  very  difproportionate  to  the  ra¬ 
pid  depreciation  in  the  value  of  the 
national  currency. 

Sir  William  Pultney  obferveef, 
that  in  1793,  the  Newcaftle  bank¬ 
ers  had  declared,  as  now,  that  they 
mu  ft  flop  the  payment  of  their  note® 
in  cafli,  under  the  preffure  of  tempo¬ 
rary  fcarcity;  but  they  foon  ob¬ 
tained  the  necefiary  fupply,  and 
went  on  again  as  before.  It  was 
notorious  to  every  body,  that  the 
bank  had  not  always  betide  them 
cafli  for  all  their  notes;  for,  if  they 
had,  why  ifTue  notes  at  all?  How¬ 
ever,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
caufes,  which  had  contributed  ta> 
place  the  bank  in  its  prefent  Situa¬ 
tion  ought  to  be  known.  Though 
Such  a  meafure,  as  that  adopted  by 
adminiftration,  might  do  no  harm 
for  once,  yet  it  was  neceffary  to 
prevent  it  in  future.  It  was  certain 
that  the  country  could  not  hand  if 
the  credit  of  the  bank  was  Shaken : 
it  was  therefore  neceffary  to  protect 
its  Stability,  not  by  a  partial,  but 
full  and  particular  investigation  in¬ 
to  the  caufes  of  its  embarrafments. 

Mr.  H ufley  fa'id,  let  the  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer  pay  all  the? 
money  advanced  by  the  bank,  and 
their  prefent  embarrafment  would 
ceafe.  Let  him  pay  the  ten  milli¬ 
ons  due  to  the  bank,  and  every 
thing  would  refume  its  ufual  courfe, 

Mr.  Pi  tt,  perceiving  that  fome  fuf- 
picions  were  entertained  that  the 
meafure  adopted  for  Succouring  pub- 


*  At  the  moment  of  writing  this,  jun®  19,  tSoo,  the  quartern  wheatenioafis  is.  6 d. 
and  ai4  other  provisions  and  neccffaries  of  life  high  in  proportion.  His  iordfhip’s  pre¬ 
diction  has  thus  been  miferably  verified* 
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lie  credit,  was  defigned  to  be  perma¬ 
nent,  affured  the  houfe,  that  nothing 
ediald  be  farther  from  his  intention.. 
However,  while  it  continued,  it 
©light  to  have  the  fan&ion  of  fegifia- 
tive  authority.  ♦  With  regard  to 
what  was  fald  by  Mr.  Huffey, 
M  pay  the  bank,  and  all  ’will  be 
well,”  it  was  founded  on  a  mi  (lake  : 
for,  by  the  greater  part  of  the  lum 
due  to  the  bank,  was  floating  ad- 
varices,  not  now  made  for  the  fird 
time.  Nor  were  there  more  ad¬ 
vances  now  out  dan  ding  than  there 
bad  been  before  on  many  ocea- 
fiovs,  prior  to  his  coining  intooffice. 

Mr.  Cur  wen,  Mr.  Brandling,  and 
Mr.  Ballard;  declared  their  oppo¬ 
sition  to  a  fecret  and  partial  in- 

,  ^  j 

query  into  the  p  relent  and  alarming 
filiation  of  the- bank,  in  the  dronged 
terms. 

Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  conceive 
the  rneafure  that  had  been  adopted 
for  its  relief,  as  a  temporary  expe¬ 
dient.  He  forefaw  that  the  bank 
never  would  be  able,  afterwards,  to 
defray  its  out-danding  engagements 
in  oath.  For,  how  was  it  poffible 
they  could  ?  fince  they  were  about 
to  blue  a  greater  quantity  of  paper, 
shud  their  cafh  was  feized  on  for  the 
public  fervice?  He  did  not  approve 
of  appointing  a  committee  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  affairs  of  the  bank, 
as  he  had  the  firmed  confidence  in 
its  folidity:  but  he  deemed  it  highly 
expedient,  that  a  committee  fhould 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
grounds  on  which  the  order  of  the 
privy  council  had  been  given.  He 
was  unfriendly  to  a  committee  for 
inquiring -into  the  fituation  of  the 
bank,  but  infiead  of  oppofing  it 
would  move.an  amendment,  which 
confided  in  an  additional  clatife, 
hdlru  filing  the  committee,  to  “  in¬ 


quire  into  the  caufes  which  had  pro 
duced  the  order  in  council,  dated 
February  26,  “  providing  for  the 
confirmation  and  continuance  of  the 
meafure  contained  in  the  order. 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  that  the  amend¬ 
ment  propofed  negatived  the  origi¬ 
nal  motion.  While  Mr.  Sheridan 
profefied  himfelfaverfe  to  an  inquiry, 
he  propofed  to  enlarge  it,  by  adding 
a  quedion  refpefiling  the  caufes  of 
the  embargo;  which  were  alleged 
to  be  a  total  mifmanagement  in 
in  every  department  of  finance. 
Thus  an  inquiry  into  every  circum- 
dance  of  the  war,  from  its  com¬ 
mencement,  would  be  fet  on  foot; 
and  the  fird  and  great  object  of  fa- 
fisfying  the  public  with  refpefit  to 
the  folvency  of  the  bank,  would  be 
delayed  till  the  date  of  the  nation, 
in  every  particular,  could  be  afeer- 
tained. 

Mr.  Fox  confidered  the  two 
queftions  of  the  meafures  to  be 
adopted,  and  the  caufe  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  fituation  of  the  bank,  as  infepa- 
rable.  Until  the  houfe  were  ap¬ 
prized  of  what  had  produced  the 
order  of  council,  relative  to  the  did 
order,  they  could  not  poffibly  know 
how  to  apply  the  remedy. 

Mr.  Pitt  oblerved,  that  though 
the  motion  and  amendment  com¬ 
prized  three  didinfit  quedions,  yet 
Mr.  Sheridan,  by  the  tenor  of  his 
fpeech,  had  objected  to  that  part 
of  the  motion  which  prefifed  an  in¬ 
quiry  into  the  date  of  the  bank. 
This  inquiry,  however,  he  wifhed 
to  be  made,  with  a  view  to  fhew 
that  its  ultimate  refources  were 
folid.  And  this  he  confidered  to 
be  the  more  neceffary,  that  Mr. 
Fox,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  had 
exprefied  his  convifition  that  they 
were  ib,  had  yet  dated  their  late 

condufil 
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con du 61  as  an  a<5t  of  bankruptcy 
not  to  be  remedied.  When  gentle¬ 
men  cried  up  the  folidity  of  a  cor¬ 
porate  body  in  one  breath,  and  in 
the  next  imputed  bankruptcy  to  it, 
an  inquiry  became  neceffary,  in 
order  to  eftablifh  its  reputation,  for 
being  equal  to  the  dhcharge  of  all 
its  engagements.  Mr.  Fox  replied, 
that  he  had  not  applied  the  term 
of  bankruptcy  to  the  ftate  of  the 
bank,  but  to'government,  to  which 
it  had  been  long  applicable.  On 
a  di virion  of  the  houfe,  Mr..  Sheri¬ 
dan’s  amendment  was  rejected  by 
24  !•  a  gain  ft  86.  The  original  mo¬ 
tion  was  then  carried  without  a 
dirifion,  and  a  fecrel  committee 
chofien  by  ballot.* 

Mr.  Fox  then  moved,  That  it 
T  the  duty  of  this  houfe  to  inquire 
into  all  the  caufes  that  have  pro¬ 
duced  tli is  extraordinary  meafureT 
This  reiohition  being  agreed  to, 
Mr.  Fox  gave  notice  that  he  fhouki, 
cm  the  next  day,  move  for  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  committee  to  that 
effecl.  Accordingly,  on  the  next 
day,  March  I  ft,  Mr.  Fox  moved, 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  caufes  which  had 
produced  the  order  of  council. 
This  motion  was  feconded  by  gene¬ 
ral  Walpole,  and  fijppcrted  by  Mr. 
Sheridan,  Mr,  Grey,  Mr.  Curwer, 
and  Dr.  Lawrence,  but  oppbfed  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  ground  that  the 
committee,  already  appointed,  was 
competent  to  every  purpofe  of 
inquiry.  ,  The  motion,  on  a  di- 
vifion  of  the  houfe,  was  loll; 


the  votes  being,  for  it  53,  agamft 
it  144. 

A  fecrel  committee,  for  invert?- 
gating  the  affairs  of  the  bank  61 
England,  was  alio  a  p  coin  ted  on 
the  tecond  of  March;  by  the  houfe 
of  lords, f  On  tbe-fixth,  the  earl 
of  Chatham  brought  up  the  report 
of  that  committee,  which  hated, 
that, -on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  laft,  there  was  a  turpi  us  of 
effects,  belonging-  to  the  bank,  be¬ 
yond  the  total  of  their  debts, 
amounting* to  the  turn  of  3,8263890/. 
exdufive  of  a  perm. merit  debt  of 
1 1 ,6856,800/.  due  from  government; 
that  the  bank  of  England  had  lately 
experienced  an  univerlal  drain  of 
•cafli';  that  this  drain  was  owing  to 
demands  for  caih  from  the  coun¬ 
try,  ariffng  from  local  alarms  of 
invafiqn ;  demands  had  been,  of 
late,  pregreffively  increating,  but 
particularly  in  the  lafit  week ;  anti 
that  there  was  every  reafon  to 
apprehend  that  tilde  demands,  and 
the  confequent  progreffiv-e  reduc¬ 
tion  of  caih,  would  continue,  and 
even  increafe  ;  infomu-ch,  that  there 
was  reafon  to  apprehend  that,  if 
it  were  to  continue  in  the  fume 
proportion,  live  bank  of  England 
would  be  deprived  of  the  means  of 
fuppiying  the  cafh  which  might  be 
neceffary  for  prefiing  exigencies 
of  public  ferviee,  On  theie  grounds 
the  committee  fluted  it  as  their 
opinion,  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
continue  and  confirm  tire  mea- 
Fircs  already  taken,  for  Inch  time, 
and  under  finch  limitations,-  as  to 


*  I  he  members  ch'ofen  for  this  committee  were,  fi r  John  Scott,  Ifa-ac 'Hawkins 
Browne,  efq,  C.  Braggc,  efq.  John  Anderfon,  efq.  John  Fane,  efq  Thomas  Gren¬ 
ville,  efq.  William  V liberie ce,  efq.  William  Wilberfoice  Bird,  efq.  Charles  Grey,  efq. 
fir  John  Mitford, .William  Hufley,  efq  William  Plumcr,  efq.  Thomas  Fowls,  efq.  John 
Black  home,  efq.  Thomas  Berry  Eramltofie,  efq. 

Coh  fitting  of  the  lords  Chatham,  Winchelfea,  Graham,  (duke  of  Montrofc,)  Hard  - 
M'icke,  Liverpo  4,  Sydney,  GsrenVilie,  OfTory,  and  de  pAsffai.mlle. 
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the  wifdom  of  parliament  might 
feem  expedient.* 

The  duke  of  Bedford  contender} 
for  the  neceffity\  of  appointing  a 
fecret  committee,  in  order  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  caufes  of  the  prefent 
embarrafments.  He  had  an  object 
tion  to  a  fecret  committee,  being 
of  opinion,  that,  in  order  to  re  (tore 
the  confidence  of  the  nation,  the 
greateft  publicity  ought  to  be  given 
to  its  proceedings.  His  grace  there- 
fore  moved,  Cf  That  a  leledt  com¬ 
mittee,  of  fifteen  peers,  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  caufes 
for  idiiing  the  order  of  council  of 
26th  of  February  Iaft.” 

Lord  Grenville  differed  from  the 
noble  duke,  not  on  the  propriety 
of  an  inquiry,  but  on  the  di ft i no¬ 
tion  he  made  between  a  fecret 
and  a  feledt  committee.  Fie  was  of 
opinion,  that  a  fecret  committee  was 
preferable ;  he  therefore  moved,  as 
an  amendment,  that  for  Jeled,  the 
word  fecret  fhould  be  fubftituted. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  had  no 
objedtion  to  a  fecret  committee, 
if  it  was  openly  appointed :  but 
he  objected  to  the  mode  of  choo- 
fing  a  committee  by  ballot,  be- 
caufe  it  was  well  known  that 
fuch  committees  were  chofen  by 
the  minifters  friends.  In  the  la  ft 
committee,  there  were  no  fewer 
than  three  cabinet  minifters,  who 
were  the  very  perfons  who  figned 
the  order  of  council  in  queftion, 
and  two  of  whom  were  near  re¬ 
lations  of  the  minifter.  After  a 
fhorfc  conference,  that  enfued  be¬ 


tween  the  duke  of  Bedford  and 
lord  Grenville,  his  lordfhip’s  mo¬ 
tion  was  agreed  to:  on  which  he 
moved,  that  the  committee  be  chofen 
by  ballot. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  obferved, 
that  it  was  notorious,  that  the  laft 
committee  was  compofed  of  thofe 
very  perfons  whofe  conduct  was 
implicated  in  the  inquiry  ;  and 
fhameful,  that  men  fhould  be  ap¬ 
pointed  judges  of  their  own  acts. 
He  was,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that 
the  committee  fhould  be  openly 
nominated  by  their  lordfhips,  and 
made  a  motion  to  that  effect.  But, 
on  a  divifion  of  the  houfe,  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  committee,  by  bal¬ 
lot,  was  carried. f 

The  report  of  this  committee 
was  tpken  into  confideration,  in  the 
houfe  of  peers,  on  the  fifteenth  of 
May.  The  duke  of  Bedford  faid, 
when  he  firft  read  the  order  of 
council,  afcribing  the  drain  of  cafli 
from  the  bank  to  unfounded  alarms 
of  invafion,  he  doubted  the  truth 
of  the  allegation.  But  when  he 
found  that  a  committee,  appointed 
by  ballot  to  inquire  into  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  rendered  that 
order  neceffary,  was  compofed  not 
only  of  the  zealous  fupporters  of 
adminiftration  but  of  members  of 
that  very  cabinet  on  whofe  conduct 
they  were  appointed  to  decide,  his 
doubts  were  confirmed,  He  therefore 
thought  it  his  duty  to  move  for  an¬ 
other  committee, with  more  extended 
powers  than  the  former,  which  was 
agreed  to.  But  the  committee,  as 


*  The  whole  of  the  report,  from  which  thefe  particulars  are  extracted,  will  be  found 
in  the  Chronicle,  in  this  volume,  page  96. 

-f  Thefe  arc  the  names  of  the  committee  chofen.  The  lord  prefident,  [earl  of 
Chatham,]  the  duke  of  B.  dford,  the  earl  of  Derby,  the  earl  of  Weftmoreland,  the 
carl  of  Wincheifea,  lord  Graham,  [duke  of  Montrofe,]  the  carl  of  Guildford,  the  earl 
of  Hardwicke,  the  earl  Bathurft,  the  earl  of  Liverpool,  lord  Sydney,  lord  Romney, 
lord  Auckland,  lord  Gwyder,  and  lord  de  Dunftanrillc, 

before, 
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before,  was  compofed  almoft  intirely 
of  their  own  fupporters,  with  a  due 
proportion  of  the  members  of  the 
cabinet.  He  was  difpofed  to  doubt 
the  matter  contained  in  the  order 
of  council,  from  the  beginning; 
and  thefe  doubts  were  confirmed 
by  aii  inveftigation  of  the  report  of 
the  committee.  On  the  correfpon- 
Fence  which  had  taken  place  be¬ 
tween  the  bank-diredors  and  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  he 
meant  to  propofe  certain  refolu- 
tions :  of  which  he  proceeded  to 
Fate  the  fub fiance.  His  grace  went 
through  the  different  parts  of  the 
correspondence,  and  particularly  ad¬ 
verted  to  the  refolution  of  the  court 
of  diredors  of  the  eleventh  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1796,  and  Mr.  Pitt’s  anfwer 
to  it,  in  which  he  promifes  neither 
to  make  any  farther  loan,  nor  ad¬ 
vances  to  the  emperor,  without  pre- 
vioufly  con fy king  the  bank ;  while, 
at  the  very  moment,  he  was  fending 
money  to  his  Imperial  majefly. 
After  reprobating  the  con  dud  of 
adminiflration,  in  the  fevered  terms, 
and  defcribing  minifiers  as  the  de~ 
fpoilers  of  our  fortunes !  opprefibrs 
of  the  poor !  and  plunderers  of  the 
rich  !  he  moved  the  firft  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  refolutions : 

I.  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe, 
that,  fubfequent  to  the  month  of 
June,  1795,  and  duf  ng  the  year  Of 
1796,  a  great  diminution  was  ex¬ 
perienced  in  the  fpecie  of  the  bank 
of  England. 

II.  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe, 
that  the  governor,  and  deputy-go¬ 
vernor,  of  the  bank,  did,  at  various 
times,  reprefen t,  to  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,, the  danger  to  the 
bank  from  the  diminution  of  its 
fpecie,  particularly  at  the  following 
periods :  (amounting  to  twelve,  and 
tvhich  were  particularly  fpecified). 
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III.  That  it  appears,  that,  during 
thefe  periods*  the  diredors  of  the 
bank  frequently  remonff rated  with 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer* 
on  the  magnitude  of  their  advances 
to  government,  anxiouflf  requiring 
payment,  or  a  confiderable  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  fame;  but  that,  nover- 
thelefs,  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  not  only  negieded  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  objed  of  thefe  re- 
monkrances,  but,  ufually,  under 
pretence  of  the  neceffity  of  the 
public  fervice,  renewed  his  demands 
for  farther  aid  ;  and,  that,  under  the 
exigency  of  the  cafe,  as  Fated  to 
them  by  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  the  diredors  of  the  bank 
were,  from  time  to  time,  induced 
to  confent  to  farther  accommoda¬ 
tion. 

IV.  That  it  appears,  that  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  fre¬ 
quently  folicited  fuch  farther  ac¬ 
commodation,  in  the  mod  anxious 
and  prelfing  terms;  declaring,  that 
it  was  impoffible  to  avoid  the  moil 
ferious  embarrafment  to  the  public 
fervice,  unlefs  the  diredors  of  the 
bank  afforded  the  affiFance  he  re¬ 
quired.  ■ 

V.  That  it  appears,  that,  although 
by  thefe  means  the  diredors  of  the 
bank  were  induced  toNcomply  with 
his  demands,  they  generally  ex- 
preffed  their  reludance  in  Frong 
language ;  and,  that  they,  at  laF, 
that  is  to  fay,  on  the  twenty-eighth 
of  July,  1796,  thought  it  necefTary, 
for  their  own  juFification,  to  requeF 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to 
lay  before  his  maj  eft  vJs  cabinet  their 
moF  folemn  and  ferious  remon- 
France;  in  which  they  declare, 
that,  "  fenfible  of  the  alarming 
and  dangerous  Fate  of  public  cre¬ 
dit,  nothing  could  induce  them  to 
comply  with  the  demand  then  made 
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VI.  That  it  appears,  that,  during 
the  above  period,  a  confiderable 
portion  of  the  bank  advances  was 
occahoned  by  payments  of  bills  of 
exchange,  drawn  on  the  treafury 
from  abroad. 

VII.  That  it  appears,  that  it  had 
feldom  been  the  cuflom  of  the  bank 
<of  England  to  advance,  on  the  ac¬ 
count  of fuch  bills,  more  than  from 
20,000/.  to  30,000/.  and  that, 
even  during  the  American  War, 
fach  bills  never  exceeded,  at  any¬ 
one  time,  the  1pm  of  150,000/.  ;  the 
wifdom  of  our  anceftors  having  fore- 
feen,  and  provided  againli,  the  mii- 
chief  of  fimilar  advances,  bv  a 
claufe,  in  an  a6t  palled  in  the  fifth 
year  of  William  and  Mary,  by  which 
the  governor  and  company  of  the 
bank  of  England  were  reftraiped 
from  advancing  any  films  of  money, 
other  than  on  inch  funds  on  which 
a  credit  is  granted  by  parliament. 

VIII.  That  it  appears,  that,  from 
and  after  the  year  1793,  at  which 
time  an  ad  of  parliament  patted, 
containing  a  elan fe,  by  which  the 
directors  of  the  bank  are  indem re¬ 


times,  during  the  years  1795,  179-6, 
and  1797,  apply  to  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  for  repayment  of 
Inch  advances,  and  reprefented  to 
him  the  ruinous  confequenees,  to 
themfely.es  and  to  the  public,  of 
continuing  the  fyftein  of  making 
treafury-bills  payable  at  the  £ank  ; 
and  that  they  even  declared,  they 
conceived  it  to  be  an  uncon  Hit  u~ 
tional  mode  of  railing  money,  and 
what  they  were  not  warranted  by 
their  charter  to  confer, t  toV 

X.  That  it  appears  that  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  did,  at  vari¬ 
ous  times,  in  that  period,  undertake 
to  reduce  the  advances  on  that  head, 
within  the  lum  of  500,000/.  and  like- 
wile  fo  to  arrange  his  payments  as  to 
put  an  end  to  the  account,  but  that 
never  thelefs,  the  laid  proroiles  never 
Were  kept  by  him,  and  that  the  ad¬ 
vances  on  treafury-bills,  on  the  28th 
of  February,  1797,  amounted  to 

19,0-191. 

XI.  That  it  appears  to  this  home, 
that  foreign  remittances,  to  a  much 


jf  amount  than  ever  were 

v.  • 

known  ip  the  mold  expend ve  wars, 
in  which  this  country  has  been  in¬ 
volved,  have  taken  place  fmee  the 
year  1793. 


fed  for  the  advances  they  had  made 
out  of  the  bills  draw.n  from  abroad, 
and  exempted  in  future  from  the 
penalties  of  the  laid  ad  of  William 
and  j^Iary,  rcVpeciing  fuch  advances 
to  government  the  amount -of  trea- 
fury-bdls,  paid  at  the  bank,  con¬ 
tinued  progreffively  to  increafe ; 
and  that,  between  the  firff  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  1795,  and  the  twenty-fifth  of 
February,  1797,  furns,  to  the  amount 
of  upwards  of  i 5,000,000/.  were, 
at  different  periods,  advanced  to 
government,  upon  this  head. 

IX.  That  it  appears,  that  the  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  bank  did,  at  various 


XII.  That  the  extent  of  fuch  re¬ 
in  Fiances  occanoned,  at  fo  early  a 
period  as  the  end  of  the  year  1794, 
and  the  beginning  of  the  year  1795, 
great  alarms  in  the  minds  of  the  di- 
reders,  which  they  had  at  various 
periods  communicated  to  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  that 
on  the  third  of  December,  1795, 
Te  court  of  diredors,  under  theap- 
prehenfiop  that  it  was  intended  to 
grant  a  larthei  loan  to  the  emperor, 
came  to  a  reiblution,  by  whith  they 
declare  their  unanimous  opinion, 
that,  ihould  Inch  a  loan  take  place, 
it  would  be  mo  ft  fatal  in  its  con** 


fequences 
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fequences  to  the  bank  of  England.” 
That  they  communicated  fuch  re- 
lolution  to  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  who  allured  them  C(  I10 
Ihould  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of 
it,  unlefs  the  fituation  of  things, 
relative  to  the  bank,  (hould  fo  alter 
as  to  render  fuel]  a  loan  of  no  im¬ 
portance  or  inconvenience  to  them.” 

XIII.  That  on  the  5th  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  1796,  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  after  Hating,  in  eonverfa* 
lion  with  the  governor  and  deputa¬ 
tion  from  the  bank  of  England,  his 
opinion  of  the  neceffity  of  the  far¬ 
ther  affiflmg  the  emperor,  promifed 
to  take  no  Heps  in  that  b-ufinefg, 
without  previoufiy  communicating 
to  them  his  intention. 


XIV.  That  on  the  1 1th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1796,  the  directors  of  the 
bank  palled  unanimoufly  the  follow¬ 
ing  refolutions: 

Refolved, 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
court,  founded  on  the  experience  of 
the  effedks  of  the  late  Imperial  loan, 
that  if  any  other  loan  or  advance  of 
money  to  the  emperor,  or  to  any 
other  foreign  Hale,  Ihould,  in  the 


prelent  Hate  of  affairs  take  place,  it 
will,  in  all  probability,  prove  fatal  to 
the  bank  of  England. 

The  court  of  directors,  therefore. 


do  moH  earneftly  deprecate  the 
adoption  of  any  fuch  meafure,  and 
they  folemnly  proteH  again  ft  any  re- 
fponhbihty  for  the  calamitous  confe- 
quences  that  may  follow  thereupon,” 
do  which  refolution,  when  com¬ 


municated  to  him,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  returned  for  anfwer, 
“  That,  after  the  repeated  intima¬ 
tion  which  he  had  given  to  the  go¬ 
vernor,  &c.  of  the  bank,  that  no  far¬ 
ther  loan  to  the  emperor  would  be 
refolved  on,  without  previous  com- 
m univaUon  With  th«p  bunk,  he  did 


not  fee  any  reafon  for  thefe  rCfolu- 

•  J  ■ 

t ions  j  that  he  did  fuppofe  they 
were  adopted  in  a  moment  of  alarm, 
and  that  he  Ihould  confider  them  in 
that  light.” 

XV.  That,  both  from  the  genera! 
tenor  of  the  f aid  anfwer,  and  from 
its  particular  reference  to  the  fub- 
Hance  and  matter  of  the  refolutions 
then  communicated  to  him,  he  gave 
the  governors,  &c.  of  the  bank  to 
underhand,  that  he  was  bound  by 
prom  he  to  them  to  negociate  no 
loan  for  the  ferviee  of  his  Imperial 
rnajeffy,  nor  to  make  any  remittance, 
either  to  his  laid  Imperial  majefty, 
or  any  foreign  prince,  under  any 
pretence  whatfeever,  without  previ¬ 
oufly  communicating  fuch  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  the  bank  of  England  ;  that 
the  directors  fo  underhood  him,  and 
that,  knpreffed  with  that  belief, 
they  abffained  from  making  any  far¬ 
ther  remon fr ranees  on  this  fubjech 

XVI.  That,  never  thelefs,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  for  feme 
time  prior  to  February  11,  1796, 
clandeftinely  remitted,  and  did  for 
leveral  months  fuhfequent  clan- 
deflinely  remit,  his  laid  Imperial  ma- 
jeHy,  and  oilier  foreign  princes, 
large  furns  of  money,  in  defiance  of 
his  repeated  promiffs,  and  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  his  foleipn  engagement  with 
the  bank  of  England,  and  confe- 
quent  upon  their  own  refolution  of 
the  ]  1th  of  February.” 

XVII.  That  it  appears,  that  if 
the  faid  advances  of  the  bank  to 
government  had  been  paid  off  when 
req  aired,  or  confidently  reduced,  fh  e 
bank  would  have  been  enabled  to 
reduce,  if  expedient,  the  amount  of 
its  outftanding  notes;  and  that  fuch 
option  would  have  been  of  effeniiai 
ferviee  to  its  interefts. 

XVIII.  That  it  appears  from  the 
evidence  of  the  governor  an^l  de.* 
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puty-governor  of  the  bank,  that  if 
the  faid  advances  had  been  paid  off 
when  required,  or  confiderably  re¬ 
duced,  the  bank  would  have  been 
enabled  to  give  more  extended  aid 
to  the  mercantile  intereft  of  Great 
Britain,  in  the  way  of  difcount. 

XIX.  That  it  appears,  that  if  the 
advances  on  treafury-bills  had  been 
paid  off  when  required,  and  as  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had 
promifed,  and  the  foreign  remit¬ 
tances  abdained  from,  as  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  had  like- 
wife  promifed,  there  would  have 
ex i lied  no  neceffity  for  fufpending 
the  due  and  ordinary  courfe  of  the 
bank  payments  in  cafh. 

XX.  That  it  appears  to  this 
hotife,  upon  an  attentive  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  evidence  reported  by 
the  fecret  committee,  upon  a  mi¬ 
nute  perufal  of  the  correfpondence 
between  the  governor  and  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  bank  of  England,  and 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
during  the  years  1795,  1796,  and 
1797  ;  and  after  a  thorough  review  of 
the  whole  circumflances  of  the  cafe, 
that  the  negledt  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  in  difcharging  or  luf- 
dciently  diminifhing  the  amount  of 
the  films  advanced  to  government, 
by  the  bank  of  England,  his  perfe- 
verance  in  directing  treafnry-biils  of 
exchange,  to  an  amount  unex¬ 
ampled,  to  be  paid  at  the  bank,  his 
frequent  promifes,  and  conitant 
breach  of  thofe  promiles,  to  reduce 
their  amount  within  the  fum  of 
500,000/.  and  that  the  enormous 
amount  of  his  remittances  to  fo¬ 
reign  princes,  in  loans  and  lubfi- 
dies,  were  the  principal  and  leading 
cau'es  which  produced  the  neceffity 
for  the  order  of  council  on  the  26th 
of  February  lafi. 

The  confutation  of  the  com¬ 


mittee,  objected  to  by  the  duke  of 
Bedford,  was  judified  by  the  earl  of 
Liverpool,  from  the  propriety  and 
neceffity  of  their  having,  on  all 
hands,  and  in  every  view  the 
fulled  information,  and  praifed  their 
conduct  as  the  mod  impartial  and 
candid.  The  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  againd  whom  a  great  part 
of  the  noble  duke’s  charge  was  per- 
fonally  directed,  had  been  examined 
upon  oath,  before  the  committee : 
the  drd  in  dance  in  which  a  party 
accufed,  was  defired  to  give  evi¬ 
dence  againd  himfelf,  in  any  court, 
or  before  any  magiftrate.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  capital  point  of  dif- 
cuflion,  the  effect  of  the  advances  to 
the  emperor,  from  the  date  of  the 
exports  and  imports,  and  every  other 
criterion  of  profperity,  there  was 
no  reafon  to  believe,  that  a  remit¬ 
tance,  to  double  the  amount  that  had 
taken  place  during  the  prefent  war, 
could,  in  the  increafed  wealth  and 
commerce,  and  increaffng  balance 
of  trade  in  our  favour,  have  been 
followed  by  fuch  confequences  as 
had  been  afcribed  to  that  meafure: 
which,  in  itfelf  was  wife  and  expedi¬ 
ent.  To  employ  the  enemy’s  arms  a- 
broadforthe  fecurity  of  this  country, 
had  ever  been  confidered  as  our  true 
policy,  by  the  greated  miniders 
who  had  guided  the  affairs  of  this 
country :  Lord  Godolphin,  Mr. 
Pelham,  and  the  immortal  father  of 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  the 
late  lord  Chatham.  Were  it  necef- 
lary  to  illudrate  the  pofition,  that  it 
was  in  this  manner,  by  dretching 
out  the  arm  of  its  power,  and  keep¬ 
ing  the  battle  far  from  their  own 
gates,  that  the  Englifh  always  had, 
and  dill  might  wage  war  with  the 
greated  glory  and  fuccefs,  he  might 
appeal  to  the  writings  of  a  candid 
and  impartial,  as  well  as  folid  and 

penetrating 
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penetrating  obferver,  the  great 
Montefquieu.  A  great  part  of  the 
«aufe,  to  which  the  ftoppage  and 
confequent  diftrefs  were  to  be 
afcribed,  was  the  increafed  demand 
for  difcounts.  In  time  of  peace, 
when  money  could  be  obtained  for 
lefs  than  5  per  cent,  people  were 
willing  to  lay  out,  their  capital  in 
difcounts  :  but  when  12  per  cent, 
could  be  made  of  the  money  which, 
by  difcounts,  produced  only  5  per 
cent,  the  temptation  to  employ  it  in 
fome  other  manner  could  eafily  be 
conceived.  The  prefent  evil  was, 
alfo,  to  be  imputed  in  a  great  mea- 
i’ure  to  alarm.  Country  bank-notes 
were  the  chief  circulating  medium 
In  the  country,  and  thefe,  in  the 
courfe  of  alarms  of  invafto.ns,  pro¬ 
duced  a  run  upon  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land,  the  receiver  of  the  cath  of  the 
kingdom.  The  public  circulation 
of  the  kingdom  was  about  thirty- 
four  millions,  and  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  cafh  to  the  amount  of 
eleven  millions,  which  was  the 
amount  of  bank  notes,  was  con- 
ifantly  to  be  kept  in  the  bank.  To 
impute  the  ftoppage  to  the  gradual 
advances  made  to  the  emperor,  upon 
the  immenfe  circulation  of  this 
country,  was  altogether  abfurd. 
The  great  capital  lately  laid  out  in 
canals,*  inclofures,  and  other  im¬ 


provements,  proved  at  once  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  commerce  and  the  wealth 
of  the  country*  and  {hewed  how 
luch  operations  might,  in  times  of 
embarrafment,  prefs  upon  the  ge¬ 
neral  circulation  of  the  country. 
Upon  all  thefe  grounds  he  fliould 
move  the  previous  queftiom 

The  earl  of  Kinnou!  attributed 
much’of  the  evil,  that  had  of  late  be¬ 
fallen  us,  to  an  increafed  fpirit  of 
enterprise  and  (peculation:  any 
failures  in  which  were,  of  neceffity, 
accompanied  with  temporary  em- 
barrafments. 

The  earl  of  Guildford  thought 
that  the  bank  might  have  been  en¬ 
abled  to  go  on  :  or,  that  if  obliged, 
at  lad  to  flop,  that  it  would  have 
been  better  to  {hew  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  that  its  ftoppage  arofe  from 
its  own  want  of  cafh,  than  its  being 
proved  that  this  event  arofe  from 
the  wants  of  government*.  The 
bank  had  repeatedly  demanded  of 
government  repayment  of  their  ad¬ 
vances.  It  was  one  of  the  refources 
to  which  they  had  trufled  for  ex¬ 
traction  from  their  embarraftnents. 
They  would  have  been  enabled  to 
go  on  if  they  had  not  been  deceived 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
The  earl  of  Guildford  was  followed 
in  this  debate  by  lord  Auckland,  the 
duke  of  Leeds*  and  lord  Gren* 


*  It  Teems  to  be  the  duty  of  the  annalift  to  embrace  any  natural  opportunity  that 
may  occur,  of  recording  proofs  and  examples  of  induftry  and  enterprise,  directed  to  the 
beftends:  an  union  of  private  advantage  with  public  benefit.  Such  proofs  and  exam* 
pies  are  to  be  found,  to  a  greater  extent,  in  the  hiftory  of  canals,  in  this  country  than, 
perhaps,  in  any  other  fpecies  of  adventures.  Roads  and  canals  are  the  arteries  and 
veins  of  political  fociety,  which  diflfufe  life  and  vigour  throughout  the  whole  body; 
and  add  to  the  fatisfadbion  of  the  proprietor,  the  enlarged  complacency  of  the  patriot. 
The  advantages  of  canals  are  particularly  illuftrated,  by  the  profperity  diffufed  by  the 
canals,  for  which  we  are  chiefly  indebted  to  the  marquis  of  Strafford  and  to  fir  Ed¬ 
ward  Littleton,  of  Teddefley,  bart.  through  the  county  of  Stafford ;  and  of  which  the 
ihares  become  every  day  more  and  more  productive.  It  appears  that  a  veffel  of  £5  ton, 
can  be  drawn  on  a  canal  by  a  fingie  horfe,  of  inferior  quality,  and  whofe  labour  is 
equivalent  to  that  of  forty  of  the  be  ft  draught  horfes :  To  that  the  faving,  in  expenses 
and  provisions,  is  immenfe. 

[04]  ville. 
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vi  -v  ,  in  opposition  to  the  refolations 
moved  by  the  duke  of  Bedford: 
but  nothing  new,  of  any  importance, 
was -added  to. what  had  been  urged 

«  -  o 

fcv.  lord  Hawke-foury.  The  previ¬ 
ous  queftion  being  put,  on  each  of  the 
refolu  tions,  was  carried.  We  now  re¬ 
turn  to 'the  proceedings  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  on  the  tame  fubjedh 
On  the  3d  of  March,  Mr.  13 ram- 
fore  brought  up  the  firft  report  of 
the  committee,  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  fate  of  the  bank,  which 
was,  in  jubilance,  the  fame  with  that 
of  the  committee  of  Lords.*  On 
the  7  th  of  March,  Mr.  Bn?  mu  one, 
brought  up  the  fecond  report  of  the 
committee  fating  it  to  be  their  opi¬ 
nion,  alfo  agreeably  to  that  of  the 
committee  of  lords,  “  that  it  was 
necehary  to  provide  fop  the  con¬ 
tinuance  and  confirmation  for  a 
limited- time,  of  the  order  in  council, 
and  liibmitting;  to  the  wifclom  of 
parliament  to  determine  the  time 
for  which  fuch  order  fnould  be  con¬ 
tinued. The  two  reports  were 
taken  into  conli deration,  by-  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  on  the 
9th  of  March.  But,  previoufiy  to 
the  reading  of  the  order  of  the  day, 
Mr.  Sheridan  laid  that,  according  to 
the  report  of  the  committee,  go¬ 
vernment  was  indebted  to  the  bank, 
in  various  films,  independent  of 
eleven  millions,  which  the  com¬ 
mittee  reckoned  as  forming  fo  much 
of  the  capital  hock  of  the  bank: 
when,  in  fa<5t,  that  eleven  millions 
was  no  debt  at  all.  Inftead  of  be¬ 
ing  included  in  the  capital  flock  of 
the  bank,  as  a  debt,  it  fhould  have 
been  reckoned  as  an  annuity  of 


3 30, OOOf.  per  annum,  being  the 
fiipulated  interetl  for  the  other, 
during  a  certain  term  of  years. — The 
order  of  the  day  being  read. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
role  to  make  fome  obfervations  on 
the  two  reports.  With  regard  to  the 
firft,  which  related  to  the  finances  of 
the  bank,  he  observed  that,  from  the 
moment  of  its  being  made  public, 
there  appeared  an  almoft  general 
perfuafion  of  their  ultimate  iolidity 
and  i efficiency.  But  there  ivas  ano¬ 
ther  fource  from  which  he  drew  his 
conviction  of  the  profperous  fate  of 
the  bank.  The  merchants  and 
bankers  of  London  had  {hewn  the 
iolidity  of  the  bank,  by  agreeing  to 
fuppOL-t  its  credit,  in  the  acceptance, 
for  a  time,  of  their  paper,  inftead  of 
fpecie.  A s  to  what  had  been  al¬ 
leged  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  the  quei- 
tion  was  not  whether  the  bank  con¬ 
tained  actual  fpecie  for  all  the  de¬ 
mands  which  might  be  ipade  upon 
them,  but  whether  they  had  goods 
due  to  them,  or  property  of  any  de¬ 
fer!  ption  which  might  be  finally 
'available  to  them  in  the  liquidation 
of  the  debts  owing  to  the  public. 
It  appeared,  upon  the  report,  that 
the  bank  was  rich,  was  pc  lie  lied  of 
fubfan.ee,  far  exceeding  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  public,  and  that  the 
individuals  corn  poling  the  corpora¬ 
tion  would  have  a  far  greater  turn 
to  divide,  if  a  divifion  of  property 
was  to  take  place,  than  they  had  ori¬ 
ginally  embarked;  and  therefore 
their  fecurity  was  ultimately  good. 
With  refpect  to  the  iecond  report, 
it  was  his  intention  to  refer  to  the 
committee,  powers  to  enable  them 


*  The  amount  of  the  demand  on  the  bank  was 

Aflets,  not  exclufive  of  the  fum  of  ii;686j8@o /.  of  permanent  debt, 
due  by  government,  amounted  to 
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3,825,890 

to 


£0  that  there  was  a  furplus  of 
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to  enter  into  the  examination  and 
difcufiion  of  every  c  ire  urn  fiance 
which  might  be  fuppofed,  in  any  re- 
fpect,  deranged  the  ordinary  chan¬ 
nel  through  which  the  finances  and 
rejources  of  the  country  flowed,  and 
to  afeertain,  not  merely  what  related 
to  the  bank,  but  what  was  the  real 
and  undifeuifed  fituation  of  the 
country.  He  moved,  then,  for 
<c  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue 
and  confirm,  for  a  limited  time,  the 
refine!  ion  again!]:  the  ifiuing  of  mo¬ 
ney  in  fpecie  bv  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land.”  This  bill,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  brought  up  again,  on 
the  13th  of  March,  under  the  title 
oY  “  A  bill  for  enabling  the  bank  of 
-England  to  ifiue  notes  in  payment 
of  demands  upon  them,  infiead  of 
cafh,  purfuant  to  the  late  order  of 
council  to  that  effect :  the  bill  was 
read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.  It  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration  by  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houle  on  the  22d  of  March, 
and  in  a  farther  committee  on  the 
24th  of  March.  When  the  claufe 
which  provided  for  the  payment  of 
the  array  and  navy,  in  fpecie,  came 
under  difcufiion,  Mr.  Fox  granted 
that  their  claims  upon  the  public 
were  ereat,  but  contended  that  the 
claims  of  the  public  creditor  were  at 
leaf]  equally  fo. 

Mr.  Whitbread  faw  a  good  reafon 
why  the  navy  fliould  be  paid  in 
Ipecie:  but  why  the  loldier  fliould 
be  paid  in  cafh,  when  the  day- 
labourer  and  working  artificer  were 
to  be  paid  in  paper,  he  could  not 
comprehend,  unl*fs  minifters  pre¬ 
ferred  paving  men  with  arms  in  their 
bands,  in  order  to  call  on  them  to 
file  nee  the  murmurs  of  thofe  who 
were  difarmed.  But  the  claufe, 
after  a  few  words  from  the  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer,  was  agreed  fo. 


[201 

The  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  bank-bill  was  brought  up  on  the 
27th  of  March:  when  Mr.  Pitt 
proposed  a  claufe,  providing  that 
bank-notes  fliould  be  recieved  in 
payment,  by  the  collectors  in  every 
branch  of  the  revenue,  during  the 
refiridfion  on  the  bank,  from  i {filing- 

.  o 

payments  m  cafh,"  which  was 
agreed  to.  He  then  propofed  ano¬ 
ther  claifie  of  great  importance,  the 
fubfiance  of  which  was,  te  that  if 
any  man  offered  a  bank-note  in  pay¬ 
ment  of  any  demand,  that  offer 
fliould  do  away  the  effect  of  a -per¬ 
form!  arret]  in  the  firfl  infiance. 
The  claufe  did  not  go  the  length 
of  making  bank-notes  a  legal  ten¬ 
der,  nor  to  take  away  the  power 
of  the  creditor  to  purfue,  in  courfo 
of, legal  procefs,  means  to  obtain 
payment  of  his  demand  in  cafh  > 
but  it  hindered  him  li'om  proceeding 
to  an  arreft  in  the  firff  infiance;  it 
laved  the  inconveniency  of  giving 
bail  to  an  action.  The  condition  or 
the  creditor,  by  the  claufe  was  this, 
that  the  bank-note  flood  as  a  feeiu 
rity  for  his  demand,  until  he  fhoukfi 
in  a  due  courie  of  law,  obtain  his 
judgement.  This  article  being 
agreed  to,  Mr.  Fox  moved  “  That 
it  fhall  not  be  lawful  for  the  bank  to 
ifiue  any  cafh  to  government,  by 
way  of  loan  to  any  foreign  p^vver, 
pending  the  operation  of  the  re-< 
llriclion  laid  on  the  bank,  by  the 
late  minute  of  council.” 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
(aid,  that  he  had  no  objection  to 
the  principle  of  the  claufe,  but  that 
he  thought  there  fliould  be  feme  ex¬ 
ception  introduced  into  it,  con¬ 
ferring  power  of  Bluing  money  to  a 
limited  amount,  fitch  as  600,00 01. 
and  that  only  on  the  credit  of  ex¬ 
chequer-bills,  already  authorized  by 
a  vote  of  oarliamenfi”  The  claufe. 


202]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


with  this  exception,  was  agreed  to. 
The  houfe  again  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  committee  on  the  bank-bill,  on 
the  Sid:  of  March;  when  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  pro- 
pofed  to  add  a  claufe  to  the  bill, 
the  purport  of  which  was,  to  allow 
the  bank  to  repay,  at  different  pe¬ 
riods,  in  cafh,  thofe  who  might  at 
their  difcretion  hereafter  depofit 
cafh  with  the  directors  of  the  bank, 
fo  that  no  more  than  three-fourths 
of  fuch  fums  fhould  be  repaid  by 
the  bank  in  cafh,  during  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  prefent  bilk  This 
claufe  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Fox, 
and  ftrongly  fupported  by  Mr. 
Thornton;  after  which  it  was 
agreed  to  without  a  divifion. 

Mr.  Pitt  next  introduced  a  claufe 
to  enable  the  bank,  notwithdanding 
th  e  prefent  redridlion,  toiflue,  for  the 
accommodation  of  private  bankers 
and  traders  in  the  metropolis,  a 
Jura  in  cafh  not  exceeding  100,000/. 
which  was  adopted  without  a  di¬ 
vifion.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
be  received  on  the  Monday  follow¬ 
ing.  On  that  day,  however,  it  was 
farther  podponed,  but  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  on  the  4th  of  April. 
On  that  day,  Mr.  W.  Bird  prefent- 
ed  a  claufe,  by  way  of  a  rider,  that 
in  all  cafes  where  bank-notes  might 
be  tendered  in  payment  of  the  rent, 
it  fhould  not  be  lawful  for  the  per- 
fon  to  whom  the  rent  was  due,  if 
he  refufed  fuch  tender,  to  feek  a 
remedy  by  way  of  diftrefs.  The 
claufe  was  brought  up  and  read  a 
drd,  and  fecond  time;  but  after 
fome  obfervations  made  by  Mr. 
Pitt  and  Mr.  Manning,  it  was  ne¬ 
gatived  without  a  divifion. 

Sir  William  Pultney  next  pro- 
pofed  a  claufe,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  require  the  bank,  within  a 
certain  fhort  period  after  the  palling 


of  the  adt,  to  come  forward,  and  to 
declare  whether  they  wifhed  the 
redridtion  to  continue  ;  and  if  they 
did  not,  that  the  prohibition  fhould 
immediately  ceafe. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
oppofed  the  claufe,  and  Mr.  Fox 
fupported  it. 

The  houfe  divided  on  the  quedior., 
that  the  claufe  be  brought  up. 
Noes,  76;  Ayes,  43. 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  bill, 
April  7th,  fir  William  Pultney 
moved  an  amendment  to  the  claufe, 
which  limited  the  operation  of  the 
bill  to  the  24th  of  June,  by  leaving 
out  that  period,  and  fubftituting  the 
dxth  of  May.  This  objedtion,  to 
the  length  of  the  time  allowed  by  the 
bill,  as  it  then  flood,  was  not  grounded 
merely  on  the convidtion  that  the  time 
allowed,  or  indeed  a  much  longer 
time,  would  not  enable  the  bank  to 
pay  the  demands  on  it  in  cafh  as 
formerly,  but  becaufe  our  fituation 
had  become  of  fo  perilous  a  nature, 
that  we  ought  not,  on  any  account, 
to  delay,  a  moment  longer  than  is 
abfolutely  neceffary,  to  take  the 
mod  effectual  means  of  placing  f  his 
country  on  its  former  high  and  lofty 
footing  of  national  credit.  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam,  who,  on  a  former  occafion, 
had  dated,  that  our  national  and 
commercial  credit  might  be  re- 
edabi idled  in  a  month,  now  dated 
to  the  houfe  the  means  by  which 
thofe  ends  were  to  be  accompliihed. 
His  project  was,  to  pafs  an  adt  for 
opening  an  immediate  fubfcription 
for  another  bank,  whofe  operations 
fhould  commence  on  tire  day  after 
the  period  fixed  for  the  b  nk  to  pay 
its  notes  in  cadi ;  but  not  tv  com¬ 
mence  at  all,  in  cafe  the  bank  fhould, 
on  that  day,  re-commcnce  its  pay¬ 
ments  in  fpecie,  and  continue  to 
pay  cafli  freely.  If  our  limits 

permitted 
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permitted  we  would  give  a  fuller 
account  than  thefe  few  notes  of 
a  fpeech  of  confiderable  length  on 
an  occation  of  great  alarm,  and 
fraught,  with  great  genius  or  inven¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  folid  obfervation  and 
penetration,  into  the  nature  and  ef¬ 
fects,  common,  probable,  or  poffible, 
of  banking.  Though  we  have 
already  exceeded  our  ufual  limits, 
in  parliamentary  affairs,  on  the  pre- 
font  novel  and  important  fubjedt, 
we  cannot  help  bringing  what  fol¬ 
lows  under  the  notice  of  our  readers. 
g‘  I  have  faid  enough  to  fhew,  that 
government  has  been  rendered  de¬ 
pendent  on  the  bank,  and  more  par¬ 
ticularly  fo  in  the  time  of  war;  and 
though  the  bank  has  not  yet  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  ambitious  men, 
yet  it  is  evident  that  it  might,  in 
fuch  hands,  a  Hu  me  a  power  fufficient 
to  control  and  overawe,  not  only  the 
executive  government,  but  king, 
lords,  and  commons. 

As  the  bank  has  thus  become 
dangerous  to  government,  it  might, 
on  the  other  hand,  by  uniting  with 
an  ambitious  miniffier,  become  the 
means  of  a  fourth  eftate,  diffident 
to  involve  this  nation  in  irretrievable 
tlavery,  and  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
dreaded  as  much  as  a  certain  Eafr- 
India  bill  was  juftly  dreaded  at  a 
period  not  very  remote.  I  will  not 
fey,  that  the  prefen t  minider,  by 
endeavouring,  at  this  crids,  to  take 
the  bank  of  England  under  his  pro- 
ted  ion,  can  have  any  view  to  make 
life  hereafter  of  that  engine  to  per¬ 
petuate  his  own  power,  and  to  enable 
him  to  domineer  over  our  conditu- 
tion :  if  that  could  be  fuppofed,  it 
would  only  fhew,  that  men  can  en¬ 
tertain  a  very  different  train  of 
ideas,  when  endeavouring  to  overfet 
a  rival,  from  what  occurs  to  them 
when  intending  to  fupport  and  fix 
S 
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themfelves.  My  objedt  is  to  fecure 
the  country  againft  all  rifle,  either 
from  the  bank,  as  oppofed  to  go¬ 
vernment  and  the  conditution,  or  as 
the  engine  of  ambitious  men,  to 
maintain  themfelves  in  a  dangerous 
power.  I  could  with  to  know,  if 
any  man  thinks  that  his  majefty 
would  be  at  free  liberty  to  change 
a  minider,  who  had  once  obtained  a 
decided  afcendency  in  the  diredion 
of  the  bank  of  England,  retaining 
its  monopoly?” 

Sir  William,  having  blamed  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for  not 
preparing  the  houfe  and  the  public 
mind  for  the  adoption  of  fuch  a 
plan  as  he  had  to  propofe, 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  this  was  not  the 
time  for  entering  on  the  various 
topics  touched  upon  with  fo  much 
ability  and  ingenioufnefs  by  the. 
honourable  baronet,  whofe  fpeecli 
was  intended  only  to  prepare  the 
houfe  for  the  pradical  deyelopement 
of  his  plan  :  only  he  thought  it  dt  to 
fay,  now,  that  when  the  honourable 
baronet  had  affiimed,  that  his  ma- 
je  fly's  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
was  wrong  not  to  prepare  the  pub¬ 
lic  mind  for  the  reception  of  opin ir¬ 
ons,  which,  fo  far  from  entertaining 
before,  he  did  not  even  now  enter¬ 
tain,  he  had  aOlimed  more  than 
the  houfe  would  agree  to.  If,  like 
the  honourable  baronet,  he  had 
been  for  leveral  years  convinced  of 
thole  points,  he  would  have  been 
blameable  indeed  not  to  have  dif- 
clofed  them  :  but  till  he  had  formed 
thofe  opinions,  he  could  hardly  be 
faid  to  be  wrong  in  not  expreffing 
them.  K 

Sir  William  Pultney's  motion  being 
negatived,  the  bank-bill  was  palled, 
and  in  a  few  days  thereafter  carried 
through  the  houfe  of  lords  without 
any  alteration. 


Sir 
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Sir  William  Pultney  was  not 
deterred,  by  the  failure  of  his 
motion,  for  fbortening  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  bank-bill,  from  moving 
for  “  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
eftablifhment  of  another  bank,  fhould 
the  bank  of  England  not  open  for 
payment  in  fpecie,  on  the  24th  of 
June  next/’  If  they  fhould  not  be 
ah  e  to  open  for  payment  at  that  pe¬ 
riod,  there  could  be  no  ground  for 
continuing  their  monopoly  any 
longer:  but  if  they  fhould,  no  fe- 
cond  bank  would  be  eftablifbed, 
and  his  proposal,  at  all  events,  would 
do  no  harm.  He  thought,  however, 
that  if  another  bank  were  inftituted, 
it  would  aid  the  operations  of  the 
old  bank.  Scotland  had  two  banks, 
and  the  affairs  of  the  old  one  were 
much  more  profperous  (ince  the  efia- 
bliftiment  ot  the  new.  Though  all 
the  arguments  were  previoufty  op- 
pofed  to  it,  that  could  be  urged 
.again ft  a  new  bank  of  England,  on 
the  prefent  occasion,  he  contend¬ 
ed  that  the  monopoly  of  the  bank 
was  injurious;  that  an  open  compe¬ 
tition  would  be  of  public  fervice ; 
and  that,  in  feveral  inftapces  the  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  bank  had  been  im¬ 
provident.  Though  fir  William’s 
talents  were  admired,  and  many  of 
his  remarks  approved,  yet  his  mo¬ 
tion  was  oppofed  by  fir  Francis 
Earing,  Mr.  Samuel  Thornton,  the 
folicitor-general,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr, 
Manning.  It  was  fupported,  though 
not  in  a  very  decided  tone,  by  Mr. 
Sheridan  ;  who,  wifhed  that  feme 
bank  director  would  give  him  fbme 
farther  information  refpeCling  the 
old  bank.  On  the  fubjeCt  of  bank¬ 
ing  in  general,  Mr.  Sheridan  fa  id, 
that 'it  would  not  be  amifs,  if  mer¬ 
cantile  people,  and  others,  in  their 
Ichemes  for  multiplying  the  fign  of 
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wealth,  would  return,  as  much  as 
poffibie,  to  the  primitive  principles 
of  commerce  :  an  example  of  which 
had  of  late  been  given  on  a  grand 
fcale  by  a  fbciety  equally  refpect- 
able  for  character  and  capital.  He 
would  be  readily  underftood,  he 
(aid,  to  allude  to  the  Security 
Bank,  lately  eftablifbed  in  Cornhill, 
by  Mefti's.  Huchins  and  Hart- 
finck:  an  inftitution  that  had  already 
been  productive  of  great  convenb 
ency  to  thofe  who  had  occafion  to 
borrow  money  on  pledges,  and 
which  promifed  fairly  to  be  of  ad¬ 
vantage  alfo  to  thofe  who  lent  it. 
This  inftitution,  which  was  likely  to 
be  followed  by  many  others  on  the 
fame  plan,  in  different  parts  of  fthe 
kingdom,  might,  perhaps,  form  no 
inconfiderable  ae'ra  in  the  hiftory  of 
exchange  and  commerce. 

Mr.  Manning  fajd  that  there  was 
every  reafon  to  hope  that  the  directors 
of  the  bank  would  foon  be  enabled' 
to  re-open  it  for  payments  in  fpecie. 
Va ft  quantities  of  gold  had  flowed 
into  the  bank, '  as  well  from  the 
country  as  from  abroad,  and  the 
bankers  felt  no  inconvenience  from 
the  want  of  it.-— -On  a  divifion  of 
the  houfe,  there  appeared  for  the 
motion  15,  again#  it  50. 

Guided  by  the  unity  of  the  fub- 
jeCt,  we  have  followed  fir  William’s 
plan  to  tiie  period  of  its  difcuflion, 
and  rejection,  though  this  has  car¬ 
ried  us  fomewhat  beyond  that  of 
another  bufinels  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  originating  in  the  flop- 
page  of  the  bank,  and  which  it 
will  be  fuffxcient  to  touch  on  in 
a  very  luminary  manner,  as  we  have 
already  given  an  account  of  the 
fame  buiinefs,  as  it  was  introduced, 
treated,  and  difpofed  of,  in  the 
houfe  of  peers.  On  the  fixfeemh 


of  May,  Mr,  Grey,  who  had  been 
a  member  of  the  committee,,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  houfe  of  commons, 
to  examine  into  the  neceffity  and 
the  caufes  of  the  order  of  council, 
of  February  26',  and  who  diffented, 
on  certain  points,  from  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  majority  of  that  com¬ 
mittee,  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to 
explain  the  grounds  on  which  that 
difference  of  opinion  was  founded. 
He  felt  it  to  he  a  tarn,  which  his 
public  duty  like  wile  impofed,  to 
lubmit  to  the  houfe,  refoluticns  of 
a  criminatory  nature  again  ft  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  found¬ 
ed  on  the  proofs  collected  by  the 
joommittee,  and  contained  in  their 
report,  and  which  amounted  to  a 
charge  of  railcondiiCl  and  guilt, 
which  .the  houfe  could  not  differ 
to  pals  with  impunity.  Before  he 
proceeded  to  open  the  nature  of 
his  proportions,  he  dated  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  opinion  between  him* 
and,  he  believed,  the  whole  of  the 
committee.  The  object  of  its  invefii- 
gation  comprehended  two  points  : 
firff,  the  neceffity  of  the  order  of 
council ;  and  lecondiy,  the  caufes 
by  which  it  had  been  produced. 
It  was  upon  the  firft  point  that  the 
difference  alluded  to  exifted.  Fie 
had  thought  that  the  order  of  the 
council  was  not  proper,  and  was 
not  necefiary.  This  opinion  was 
founded  on  the  clofeft  obfervation 
of  the  date  of  the  bank,  and  a 
thorough  conviction  that  the  in¬ 
terference  of  power  was  not  the 
remedy  by  which  its  embarrafments 
could  be  obviated.-— So  much  in 
explanation  of  his  differing  from 
the  reft  of  the  committee.  With 
regard  to  the  fecond  point,  the 
caufes  by  which  it  had  been  pro¬ 
duced;  the  committee  had  dated, 
that,  whatever  might  be  the  effects 


of  other  caufes,  whether  progref- 
fi've,  or  like!)'  to  ceafe,  the  dread  of 
invafion  had  occasioned  the  drain, 
which  had  reduced  the  bank  to  the 
neceffity  of  lufpending  their  money- 
payments.  What  he,  however,  im¬ 
puted,  as  a  ferious  charge  again!!: 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
was,  that  prior  to  this  period,  the 
affairs  of  the  bank  were  lo  reduced, 
that  a  drain,  which  in  other*  eir- 
cumdances  would  not  hav£  pro¬ 
duced  that  effect,  had,  in  this  in¬ 
dance,  occafioned  the  immediate 
neceffity  of  flopping  payment.  In- 
dead  of  taking  mea lures  to  coun¬ 
teract  the  danger  of  this,  indead 
of  exerting  ,  himfelf  to  provide  a 
remedy  for  the  evil  which  he  had 
rendered  probable,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  had  aggravated 
and  accelerated  the  caufes  by  which 
the  event  was  ultimately  produced. 
To  lupport  this  heavy  charge,  he 
called  t fie  attention  of  the  houfe 
to  the  evidence  on  the  table,  on 
which  lie  proceeded  to  make  vari¬ 
ous  comments.— Mr.  Grey,  in  con- 
elution  of  a  long  fpeech,  obfervedf 
that  we  had  experienced:  the  bad 
e decks  of  purfuing  a  fydem  con¬ 
trary  to  good  faith.  Under  the 
conduct  of  miniders  it  had  brought 
us  to  the  brink  of  ruin.  The 
profligate  fyftem  of  adm ini  fixation 
would  be  complete,  if  it  fhould  be 
crowned  with  the  fanciion  of  par* 
liamqnt.  He  then  moved  a  lories 
of  refblutions,  the  fame  in  fubfiance 
with  thofe  that  had  been  propofed, 
on  the  day  before,  on  the  fame  tufa- 
jeer,  in  the  upper  houfe,  by  the 
duke  of  Bedford. 

Mr.  Pitt  ob fervid,  that,  however 
copioufiy  the  caufes  which  had  pro¬ 
duced  the  fcarcity  of  calli  had  been 
dated  by  Mr.  Grey,  they  might  be 
reduced  to  a  few  iimple  and  plain 
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points.  The  motion,  fubmitted  to 
the  houfe,  appeared  to  him  to 
reft  on  two  grounds :  firft,  the  in- 
creafed  advances  made  by  the  bank 
on  treafury-bills ;  fecondly,  the 
loans  and  remittances  made  to  the 
emperor.  He  argued,  at  confider- 
able  length,  that  there  were  many 
other  circumftances,  and  thofe  very 
powerful  in  their  operation,  that 
had  contributed  to  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  demand  for  cafh,  exclufivelv 
of  thofe  affigned  by  the  honourable 
gentleman.  —  As  to  the  alleged 
breach  of  promife  to  the  bank,  in 
fending  remittances  to  the  emperor, 
without  meaning  any  perfonal  ap¬ 
plication  to  himfelf,  he  required 
the  houfe  to  weigh,  with  peculiar 
caution,  an  evidence  arifing  out 
of  a  verbal  correfpondence,  and  in 
which  one  of  the  parties  was  ab- 
fent,  and  not  even  confulted,  when 
it  was  committed  to  writing,  after 
an  interval  of  two  or  three  days. 
The  advances  to  the  emperor,  which 
had  taken  place  fince  the  appli¬ 
cations  of  the  directors  to  him 
arofe  evidently  out  of  a  new  hate 
of  exifting  circumftances,  to  which 
any  difeuffion,  on  that  fubjeCt,  which 
had  previoufly  taken  place  between 
them,  could  not  be  applicable. — 
Mr.  Grey's  motion  was  fupported 
by  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  W.  Smith: 
but  the  previous  quefiion,  moved 


V*  *. 
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by  Mr.  Thornton,  was  carried  by 
2 06,  again  ft  66. 

When  a  national  bank  ftops  pay¬ 
ment,  under  a  defpotic  government, 
there  is  ground  for  alarm,  and  de- 
fpair;  becaufe  there  is  none  who 
can  fay  to  the  defpot.  What  doft 
thou?  No  third  party  to  whom 
to  appeal.  If  a  national  bank,  or 
one  under  the  influence  and  con¬ 
trol  of  government,  ftcp  payment, 
in  a  free  country,  an  inquiry,  if 
not  offered,  may  be  demanded; 
an  appeal  may  be  made,  by  the 
creditors,  to  a  third  party :  to  that 
juftice  and  good  faith,  and  that 
regard  to  the  maintenance  of  pub¬ 
lic  credit,  which,  in  the  prefent  age, 
conftitute  the  fpirit  and  ftrength  of 
free  governments.  Whatever  may 
be  thought  of  the  caufes  that  ren¬ 
dered  the  interference  of  the  privy 
council,  in  the  affairs  of  the  bank, 
neceftary,  there  are  few  who  will 
affirm,  that  this  interference  was  not 
prudent  and  indifpenfable.  They 
faid  no  more  than  this  Check 
a  precipitation,  which  may  convert 
an  imaginary,  into  a  real,  evil.  Have 
patience  for  a  limited  and  a  little 
time,  and  of  the  refponftbility  of  the 
bank  and  government  you  (hall  be 
fully  fatisfied.”— -The  fulfillment  of 
this  prediction  is  a  credit,  at  once, 
to  the  character  of  Englifhmen,  and 
of  the  British  confutation. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XII. 


Caufes  of  Difcontents  in  the  Briti/h  Navy  and  Army. — Notices  given  of 
thefe  Difcontents . — Mutinous  Combination  among  all  the  Ships  in  the 
Channel  Fleet.  —  Organization  of  this  Naval  Democracy. — Petitions  from 
the  Mutineers  to  the  Admiralty  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons.— -General 
Alarm.  —  The  Board  of  Admiralty  transferred  to  Portfmouth. — Con¬ 
ciliatory  Terms  of  a  Return  to  Subordination  and  Duty  propofed  to  the 
Seamen. — Demands  of  the  Seamen. — Complied  with . — In  confequence of 
a  Mifrujl  of  Government,  a  frefh  Mutiny .- — Zealous ,  prudent ,  and fuccefs- 
ful,  Exertions  of  the  Earl  Howe.  —  The  Affairs  of  the  Navy ,  with  the 
Ef  innate s  of  the  additional  Expences  now  become  neceffary,  brought  into 
the  Houfe  of  Commons. — Miniflry  accufed  of  Freer afination  and  fcandal- 
ous  NegleSl  of  Duty. — Motion  for  a  Vote  of  CenJ'ure. — Negatived. — - 
A  Mutiny ,  more  alarming  fill  than  that  in  the  Channel  Fleet,  breaks  out 
&t  the  Nore.’—A  Board  of  Admiralty  held  at  Sheernefs. — Audacious 
Behaviour  of  the  Mutineers.  —  The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  return  from 
Sheernefs  to  Town,  without  the  leaf  Succefs  in  their  Endeavours  for  the 
Ref  oration  of  Order.  «—  Tranfadtiohs  in  the  Fleet  at  the  Nore. — Condemned 
by  the  Divifons  of  the  Fleet  at  Plymouth  a? id Po rtjhio u th . — As  well  as  by  the 
Nation  at  large.—*  Intelligence  of  this  produces ,  in  the  Ships  Crews,  at  the 
Nore,  Divifons,  Terror,  and  Defpair.——The  principal  Conductor  of  the 
Mutiny  feized,  condemned  to  Death ,  a?id  executed. — Bill for  preventing  the 
Sedudtion  of  Soldiers  and  Sailors, 


THE  Teamen  and  foldiers  m  the 
Britifh  navy  and  army  had 
long  complained  of  the  fmallnefs  of 
their  pay,  and  that,  contrarily  to  the 
cleared  judice,  it  continued  the 
fame  as  when  the  price  of  necef- 
faries,  and  of  all  articles,  was  in¬ 
comparably  lower  than  at  the  pre- 
fent  period.  They  were  not  alone 
in  this  complaint ;  it  was  judified 
by  the  concurrence  of  all  men. 
Thofe  who  endeavoured  to  excul¬ 
pate  government,  alleged,  the  mul¬ 
tiplicity  of  buhnefs,  in  which  thofe 
at  the  helm  were  incetfantly  in¬ 
volved,  and  that,  with  the  bed  in¬ 


tentions,  it  was  not  in  their  power- 
to  remedy  the  abufes  that  had  crept 
into  the  various  departments  of  the 
date.  But  this  exculpation  Was 
trite  and  obfolete  in  the  opinion  ot 
the  equitable  part  of  the  public; 
and  the  patience  with  which  fo  re - 
folute  a  clafs  of  men  had  fo  long 
fubmitted  to  a  treatment  which  they 
did  not  certainly  deferve,  was  much 
more  an  object  of  furprife,  than  the 
determination  they  came  to  finally, 
to  infill  upon,  and  to  enforce  a  re- 
drefs  of  their  grievances. 

Other  caufes  have  been  afligned 
for  the  difcontents  that  prevailed  in 

the 
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the  navy.  The  principal  of  thefewas, 
u  rigorous  difcipline  too  feverely 
maintained,,  and  the  harfli  behaviour 
to  the  men  of  feveral  of  their  officer*, 
especially  of  thole  for  whom  they  en¬ 
tertained  little  refpect,  and  whom 
they  reprefented  as  moff  forward, 
at  all  times,  to  exercife  authority  in 
the  mod  odious  manner.  Another 
caufe,  not  fo  frequently  mentioned, 
but  not  the  lefs  real,  was  the  finking 
'difproportion  oblerved  in  the  diftri- 
bution  of  prize-money  i  this  they 
conlidered  not  only  as  inequitable, 
but  as  a  proof  of  the  contempt  in 
which  they  were  held  by  their 
officers ;  and  yet,  it  was  evident, 
that,  to  the  bravery  of  the  Teamen, 
Was  principally  due  the  fuccefs  in 
molt  engagements, 

Thefe  latent  caufes  of  difcontent, 
by  the  contagion  of  a  general  fpirit 
of  inquiry  into  rights,  natural  and 
conventional,  were  kindled,  in  the 
Davy,  into  an  open  flame. 

That  part  of  the  fleet  which  led 
the  way,  In  expreffing  difcontent, 
was  the  diviflon  commanded  by  lord 
JBridport,  and  yet  no  fymptoras  of 
ihis'nature  had  been  perceived  by 
tlie  officers.  Hence,  it  was  fur* 
inifed,  that  a  fpirit  of  di  fiat  isfact  ion 
bad  been  infufed  into  the  flips  com¬ 
panies,  by  t-hofe  who  had  lately  en¬ 
tered  among  them  :  feveral  of  whom 
were  known  to  be  of  qualifications 
luperior  to  the  fi  Illation  to  which 
they  were  driven  by  unprolperous 
circum fiances,  and,  in  fome  degree, 
allured  by  the  greatnefs  of  the  boun¬ 
ties  given.  Of  thefe,  feveral  were 
di  (covered  afterwards  to  have  been 
difqualified  attorneys,  and  cafhiered 
excifemen,  clerks  d  firm  fled  from 
employment,  and  other  individuals 
In  fimiiar  cafes.  It  was  alfo  fug- 
gefted,  that,  betides  thefe,  many 
perfons  had  entered  on-board  the 
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ffiips,  as  common  feamer  ''Ajjj* 
pletely  qualified  to  breed  diffurb* 
ances,  by  acting  in  that  fiation,  and 
(elected,  for  that  very  purpole,  by 
the  enemies  of  government. 

Certain  it  is,  that  the  plan  of 
operations,  concerted  among  the 
di  faffed! ed,  evinced  great  judgement 
and  fagacity.  They  were  conducted 
with  fpirit  and  ability,  and  plainly 
(hewed,  that  the  authors  were  per* 
Tons  of  no  contemptible  capacities  j 
as  no  meafures  could  have  been 
taken  more  effectually  conducive 
to  the  end  pro  poled. 

The  firft  notice  given,  of  a  difi 
fatisfied  fpirit  in  the  navy,  was  to 
lord  Howe.  In  the  courfe  of  Fe* 
bruary  and  March,  he  received  fe¬ 
veral  letters,  inciofing  petitions, 
from  different  fliips  companies,  in 
the  channel  fleet.  They  were  ano* 
nymous,  and  a  iked  for  no  more  than 
an  niereale  of  pay,  to  enable  them 
to  provide,  better  for  their  families, 
Thefe  petitions  appeared  obviqufiy 
to  proceed  from  one  perfon  :  the 
fiyle  and  hand-writing  being  the 
fame  in  each.  The  novelty  of  the 
circumfiance,  however,  induced 
lord  Howe  to  make  particular  in¬ 
quiry,  from  the  commanding-officer 
at  PortfmoUth,  whether  any  diflat  is* 
fadtion  prevailed  in  the  fleet.  He 
was  anfwered  in  the  negative,  and 
the  whole  reprefented  as  a  fcandal- 
ous  endeavour  to  give  government 
to  underhand,  that  the  navy  dilap- 
provedmf  their  condudf  in  that  de¬ 
partment. 

1  he  admiralty,  to  which  lord 
Howe  tranfmitted  thefe  petitions. 
Teemed  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion, 
and  they  were  laid  by  without  far¬ 
ther  notice ;  when,  fuddenlv  the, 
trarifaclions  that  took  place  at  Porif- 
mouth  fliewed  that  they  were  only 
the  prelude  to  proceedings  of  much 


more 
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feore  Tenons  importance.  On  the 
return  of  the  channel  fleet  into  port, 
a  leci'et  correlponaence  was  imme¬ 
diately  fettled  between  all  the  fhips 
that  com po fed  it,  which  ended  in 
an  unanimous  agreement,  that  no 
tfhip  flio.uld  lilt  an  anchor  till  a  redrefs 
of  grievances  was  obtained.  In 
this  hate  the  fleet  remained  till  the 
fifteenth  of  April,  when  lord  Brid- 
port  ordered  the  fignal  to  prepare 
for  fea  ;  but,  inflead  of  proceeding 
to  weigh  anchor,  three  cheers  were 
given,  born  the  Queen  Charlotte, 
as  the  fignal  for  mutiny,  and  every 
other  .(hip  followed  the  example. 

The  officers  of  every  (hip  exerted 
themfelves  with  all  the  fpirit  and 
activity  adequate  to  fo  extraordinary 
an  emergency,  to  bring  back  their 
people  to  obedience;  but  all  the 
motives  they  urged,  and  all  the  en¬ 
dear  xmrs  they  ufed,  were  vain. 
The  fleet  being  now  in  the  com¬ 
plete  polieffion  of  the  feamen,  every 
Ihip’s  company  appointed  two  de¬ 
legates,  and  lord  Howe’s  cab  bin  was 
fixed  upon  as  the  place  wdiere  to 
hold  their  con  ml  tat  ions.  On  the 
feventeenth,  an  oath  was  admi- 
nidered  to  every  man  in  the  fleet, 
to  fupport  the  caufe  in  which  they 
had  engaged :  ropes  were  then 
reaved  to  the  yard  arm,-  in  every 
ihip,  as  a  fignal  of  the  p  uni  foment 
that  would  be  inflicted  on  thole  that 
betrayed  it ;  and  feveral  officers 
were  lent  afnore  who  were  parti¬ 
cularly  obnoxious  to  their  refpedive 
crews. 

In  the  mean  time,  though  the 
admiral  was  redricled  from  putting 
to  fea,  he  retained  the  command  of 
the  fleet  in  every  other  refpedt ;  the 
Briefed  difeipline  was  maintained, 
and  the  fevered  orders  arid  regula¬ 
tions  enacted,  by  the  delegates,  for 
that  purpofe,  enjoining  the  mod  re- 
You  XXXIX, 


fpedlfui  attention  to  their  officers.^, 
and  threatening  the  faulty  with 
rigorous  chadifement. 

On  the  eighteenth,  two  petitions, 
one  to  the  admiral ty>  and  the  other 
to  the  houfe  of  commons,  were 
drawn  up,  and  figned  by  the  de¬ 
legates.  They  were  both  worded 
with  the  highed  propriety  of  ex- 
preffion  and  refpedt.  The  petition 
to  parliament  dated,  that,  the  price 
of  all  articles,  neceffary  for  fub~ 
d deuce,  being  advanced  at  lead 
thirty  per  cent,  fince  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  when  the  feamenV  pay 
was  fettled  as  at  prefent,  they  re¬ 
el  node  d  that  a  proportionate  relief 
might  be  granted  to  them.  It  re¬ 
presented,  at  the  fame  time,  that, 
while  their  loyalty  to  their  king  and 
country  was  equal  to  that  of  the 
army,  neverthelefs,  the  pendons  of 
Chelfea  had  been  augmented  to 

.  O 

thirteen  pounds  a  year,  but  thofe  of 
Greenwich  dill  remained  at  feven. 
The  petition  to  the  admiralty  con¬ 
tained  a -recital  of  the  fervices  done 
by  the  petitioners,  and  a  warm  de¬ 
claration  of  their  readinefs-  to  be 
true  to  their  character  as  Englifh- 
men  and  defenders  of  their  country. 
It  dated  the  low  rate  of  their  pay, 
and  the  infufficiency  of  their  allow¬ 
ance  of  providons,  demanding  an 
increafe  of  both,  together  with  the 
liberty  of  going  afhore  while  in 
harbour,  and  the  continuance  of 
pay  to  wounded  feamen  till  cured 
and  difeharged. 

Such,  in  the  mean  while,  was  the 
alarm  of  the  public,  and  particularly 
of  government,  that  it  was  judged 
neceffary  to  transfer  the  board  of 
admiralty  to  Portfmouth,  in  order 
to  be  nearer  at  hand,  to  infpebt  the 
tranfadtions  on  board  the  fleet,  and 
to  confult  on  the  readied  and  mod 
likely  means  of  quelling  fo  danger-. 
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ous  a  fpirit  of  discontent,  the  con° 
fequences  of  which,  if.  it  were  not 
timely  fuppreffed,  might  prove  ruin** 
ops  to  the  nation  in  its  molt  effen- 
tial  interefts,  by  throwing  open  the 
channel,  and  all  the  neighbouring 
feas,  to  the  uncontroled  dominion 
of  the  French  fleets  and  cruizers, 
Thefe  would  not  fail,  upon  the  fir  ft 
intelligence  of  the  variance  between 
the  Britifn  fleets  and  (he  govern¬ 
ment,  to  avail  themfelves,  with  all 
(peed,  of  fo  favourable  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  di  ft  re  fling  the  trade  and 
the  navigation  of  this  country. 

The  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty, 
earl  Spencer,  accompanied  by  lord 
Arden  and  admiral  Young,  repaired, 
accordingly,  to  Portfmoutb,  where 
they  directly  proceeded  to  take  into 
confideration  the  petition  that  had 
been  trail  (knitted  to  the  board. 
They  authorized  lord  Bridport  to 
inform  the  flops  companies,  that 
they  would  recommend  it  to  the 
king,  to  propofe  to  parliament  an 
augmentation  of  pay,  to  the  feamen 
in  the  navy,  at  the  rate  of  four 
fhillings  a  month  to  petty  officers 
and  able  feamen  ;  three  {hillings  to 
ordinary  feamen ;  and  two  findings 
to  landtfnen.  Seamen  wounded  in 
ad  ion  were  alfo  to  continue  in  the 
receipt  of  their  pay,  till  cured  or 
declared  unable  to  ferve,  when  they 
fhould  be  allowed  a  penfion,  or  ad¬ 
mitted  into  Greenwich-hofpital. 

To  this  notification  the  teamen 
replied,  by  requeuing  that  the  long- 
eftablifhed  diftinfihons  in  the  navy, 
tof  able  and  ordinary  feamen,  thou  Id 
be  retained  ;  the  pay  of  the  former 
to  be  raifed  to  one  {billing  a  day, 
and  that  of  petty  officers  and  ordi¬ 
nary  teamen  in  the  utuai  propor¬ 
tion  :  they  alfo  requeued  that  the 
pay  of  the  marines,  while  on-board, 
fhould  be  the  fame  as  of  ordinary 


feamen,  and  that  the  penfions  of 
Greenwich-hofpital  fhould  be  in- 
created  to  ten  pounds. 

On  the  twentieth  of  April,  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty  notified  to 
lord  Bridport  their  compliance  with 
the  demands  of  the  feamen,  direfil¬ 
ing  him  to  make  it  known  through 
the  fleet,  and  to  require,  in  eonfe- 
quence,  an  immediate  return  of  the 
people  to  their  duty,  on  pain  of  for¬ 
feiting  their  right  to  fm art-money, 
to  penfions  from  the  cheft  of  Chat¬ 
ham,  and  to  an  ad  million  into 
Greenwich-hofpital,  and  of  being 
made  refponfible  for  the  confe- 
quences  that  might  enfue  from  the 
continuance  of  their  uiiobediehce. 
They  were  informed,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  an  unqualified  pardon, 
for  all  that  had  pafled,  would  be 
granted  to  every  (hip’s  company 
that  fhould,  within  one  hour  of 
thefe  refolutioiTS  being  communi¬ 
cated  to  them,  fubmit  to  their  of¬ 
ficers,  and  ceafe  to  hold  farther  in- 
tercourfe  with  thofe  who  remained 
in  a  date  of  mutiny. 

On  the  twenty-fird,  admirals 
Gardner,  Colpoys,  and  Poole,  went 
on-board  the  Royal  Charlotte,  in 
order  to  confer  with  the  delegates, 
who  explicitly  informed  them,  that 
it  was  the  determination  of  the 
crews,  to  agree  to  nothing  that 
fhould  not  be  functioned  by  par¬ 
liament,  and  guarranteed  by  the 
king’s  proclamation.  Admiral  Gard¬ 
ner  was  fo  irritated  by  this  declara¬ 
tion,  that  he  feized  one  of  the 
delegates  by  the  collar,  and  (wore 
he  would  have  them  all  hanged, 
with  every  fifth  man  throughout 
the  fleet.  This  behaviour  of  the 
admiral  fo  exafperated  the  (hip’s 
company  of  the  Queen  Charlotte, 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  efcaped 
with  his  life. 


The 
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The  delegates  from  the  Royal 
George  returned  immediately  to 
their  flip,  and  informed  their  crew 
of  what  had  happened ;  after  feme 
confultation,  they  relolved  to  turn- 
mon  all  the  delegates  on-board  their 
thip.  This  was  forthwith  done  by 
holding  the  red,  ufually  called,  the 
,  bloody  flag  :  a  c  ire  urn  fiance  that 
flruck  terror  through  the  fleet,  as 
the  fignal  was  not  generally  under- 
flood  ;  the  officers,  in  particular, 
were  apprehenfive  that  fome  fatal 
defigns  were  in  agitation.  The 
fhips  now  proceeded  to  load  their 
guns,  to  order  the  watch  to  be 
kept  as  at  lea,  and  to  put  every 
thing  in  a  ftate  of  defence. 

On  the  following  day,  the  fhips 
crews  diredted  two  letters  to  be  writ¬ 
ten,  one  to  the  lords  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  to  acquaint  them  with  the 
motives  for  their  conduct  on  the 
preceding  day,  and  another  to  lord 
Bridport,  in  which  they  fly  led  him 
their  father  and  their  friend,  and 
allured  him  of  their  refpedl  and  at¬ 
tachment.  This  induced  him  to  re¬ 
turn  to  his  fhip  the  next  day,  twenty- 
third,  and  to  rehoifl  his  flag,  which 
he  had  flruck  during  the  confufions 
on  the  twenty-firfl.  After  a  fhort 
and  pathetic  addrefs  to  the  crew, 
he  informed  them,  that  he  had 
brought  with  him  a  redrefs  of  all 
their  grievances,  and  the  king’s  par¬ 
don  for  what  had  pa  fled .  After 
fome  deliberation,  thefe  offers  were 
accepted,  and  every  man  returned 
to  his  duty. 

From  the  twenty-third  of  April 
'to  the  feventh  of  May,  the  fleet  re¬ 
mained  in  due  fubordination ;  but, 
on  that  day,  a  frefh  mutiny  broke 
out.  The  feamen,  from  whatever 
caufe  it  arofe,  had  conceived  a  mif- 
truft  of  government,  and,  appre¬ 
hending  a  violation  of  the  prpmifes 
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made  to  them,  renewed  their  former 
menaces.  As  foon  as  this  alarming 
intelligence  arrived,  government 
difpatched,  with  all  fpeed,  a  perfon 
of  the  highefl  weight  and  authority, 
to  qifell  this  unexpected  tumult. 
This  was  lord  Howe,  an  officer 
long  held  in  the  firfl  degree  of  re- 
fpect  and  efteem  in  the  Britifli  navy, 
and  perfonally  beloved,  by  all  that 
had  ferved  under  him,  for  his  hu¬ 
mane  difpofition,  as  well  as  his 
many  great  qualities.  His  prefence 
and  exhortations  wrought  the  de¬ 
li  red  effedt,  and  happily  dlffipated 
the  fufpicions  that  were  beginning 
to  prevail.  The  circumftance  which 
principally  operated  was,  that  num¬ 
bers  of  thofe  to  whom  he  addrefled 
himfelf  had  been  the  companions 
and  inftruments  of  the  fervices  he 
had  rendered  to  his  country.  The 
many  years  during  which  he  had 
filled  important  Rations,  and  made 
a  confpicuous  figure  in  the  navy; 
the  many  gallant  adlions  he  had 
performed,  and,  efpecially,  the  great 
victory  on  the  firfl:  of  June,  1794, 
were  circumftances  that  carried  a 
powerful  impreffion  on  the  minds 
of  his  fellow-feamen,  and  induced 
them  to  lifien  with  confidence  to 
his  reprefentations.  G ood  order  was 
happily  reflored,  and  they  unani¬ 
mously  agreed,  in  confequence  of 
the  trull  they  repofed  in  his  word 
and  aflurance  that  government  would 
faithfully  keep  its  promifes,  to  re¬ 
turn  immediately  to  their  ufual  fub- 
ordination.  Their  fellow-feamen 
at  Plymouth  were  induced,  by  this 
example,  to  fubmifc  in  the  like 
manner. 

From  the  firfl  breaking  out  offhls 
mutiny,  the  public  mind  had  been 
taken  up  with  the  means  that  would 
probably  terminate  it  with  mofl 
fpeed  and  iuccels,  and  the  gene- 
[P  2  ]  rality 
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rality  concurred  in  the  propriety  of 
a  minifterial  application  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  for  a  Aim  of  money  fufficient 
to  defray  the  charge  of  augmenting 
the  pay  of  the  feamen  belonging  to 
the  navy,  which  was  univerfally 
confidered  as  a  meafure  of  firici 
equity. 

Conformably  to  the  expectation 
of  the  public,  the  houfe  ofcommons, 
on  the  eight  of  May,  took  into  con- 
iideration  the  eflimates,  laid  before 
it  by  miniflry,  for  the  purpofe  of 
that  augmentation.  Pfevioufly  to 
the  hating  of  them,  Mr.  Pitt  ex- 
pr effect  much  repugnance  to  detail, 
as  ufual,  the  motives  on  which  he 
founded  the  neceflity  of  applying 
to  the  houfe  for,  an  addition  to  the 
public  expenditure.  He  declared, 
that,  on  the  prefen t  oeeafion,  he  did 
not  find  himfelf  at  liberty  to  enter 
into  a  detail  of  the  tranfaClions  that 
led  him  to  apply.  They  were  fuch 
that  he  felt  himfelf  obliged  to  fay, 
that  he  would  trail  their  judgement 
would  induce  them  to  concur  in  his 
motion,  without  making  it  the  fub- 
jecl  of  a  long  difcufiion :  nor  was 
he  able  to  enter  into  a  ftaterrient  of 
the  events  that  had  more  recently- 
happened  ;  and,  if  he  were,  he 
fhould  feel  a  reluctance  in  doing  it, 
as  they  were  wholly,  or  in  a  great 
degree,  to  be  afcribed  to  mifrepre- 
fentations.'  To  Ale  nee  ihefe,  and 
to  appeafe  at  once  all  difeontent, 
nothing,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  fo 
effectual  as  the  unanimous  deciAon 
of  parliament  on  the  propofal  be¬ 
fore  them.  He  therefore  thought  it 
his  duty  to  entreat  the  houfe  to  pafs 
their  blent  judgement  on  the  prefent 
cafe,  while  they  coincided  with  the 
motion  it  occafioned  him  to  make. 
He  then  moved  for  a  total  of  four 
hundred  and  thirty-fix  thoufand 
“poi&id$>  to  anfwer  the  additional 


pay  and  allowance  to  the  feameM 
and  marines  in  the  navy. 

The  refolutions,  to  this  intent, 
being  read,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  he 
fhould  certainly  agree  to  them,  but 
that  his  duty  required  of  him  not 
to  give  a  Alent  vote.  Fie  differed 
from  the  mini  tier  in  his  notions  of 
confidence.  Every  quefiion  relating 
to  the  public  expenditure  ought,  in 
his  opinion,  to  be  fully  difeuffed. 
The  filence  of  minifiers  had  pro¬ 
duced  the  frefh  difturbances  in  the 
fleet  at  Portfmouth,  by  exciting  a 
fufpicion  of  their  fincerity.  What 
motive,  he  atked,  could  have  in¬ 
duced  them  to  fuffer  a  whole  fort¬ 
night  to  elapfe  before  their  applica¬ 
tion  for  the  interference  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  from  which  alone  they  could 
derive  effectual  afri  fiance,  in  this 
critical  conjuncture.  Such  a  neg¬ 
lect,  on  the  part  of  minifiers,  ar¬ 
gued  a  degree  of  guilt  as  well  as 
of  incapacity,  that  would  involve 
the  houfe  itfelf,  were  the  refplu- 
tions  to  pafs  without  a  due  cen- 
fure  on  miniflry.  The  houfe  was 
in  duty  bound  to  inquire  how  far 
the  admiralty  had  acceded  to  the 
petitions  of  the  feamen,  and  whe¬ 
ther  they  were  fatisfied ;  and  the 
remedy  propofed  would  effectually 
allay  their  difeontents.  The  houfe 
had  a  right  to  complete  information, 
and  their  privileges  ought  not,  by 
an  obfequious  and  unfeafonable  fi¬ 
lence,  to  be  given  up  to  men  who 
had  proved  themfelves  unworthy  of 
their  confidence. 

Mr.  Shdidan  acknowledged  him- 
felf  convinced,  by  the  circum fiances 
of  the  cafe,  of  the  neceffity  to  vote 
with  the  minifler,  without  infi fling 
upon  information  ;  but  contended, 
however,  that  the  recent  difiurb- 
anees  arofe  from  the  procrafiination 
of  miniflry. 
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On  the  following  day.  May  9, 
the  fubjedt  was  renewed  by  Mr. 
Whitbread,  who  declared,  that,  it 
appeared  to  him  of  fueh  confe- 
quenee,  that  he  contidered  it  his 
duty  formally  to  inquire,  why  mi- 
niftry  had  not,  at  an  earlier  period, 
applied  to  the  houfe,  and  thereby 
prevented  the  dangers  that  had  re- 
fulted  from  this  neglect. 

The  anfvver  of  Mr.  Pitt  was,  that 
every  proper  ttep  had  been  taken 
to  obviate  the  unhappy  event  that 
had  taken  place.  The  Teamen’s 
demands  had  been  fubmitted  to  the 
king  in  council,  with  all  requifite 
expedition ;  epimates  of  the  Pirns 
that  would  be  wanted  had  been 
duly  made  out,  for  the  infpe&ion 
and  approbation  of  parliament ;  and 
every  thing  put  into  an  official' train. 
It  was  only,  therefore,  the  cuPomary 
obfervance  of  forms  that  had  im¬ 
peded  the  fpeed  which  would  other- 
wife  have  been  employed,  could 
the  effects  of  fuch  a  delay  have  been 
forefeen.  The  fooner,  for  thefe 
reafons,  a  bill  fliould  be  paffied,  in 
order  to  accelerate  their  termina¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Fox  recapitulated  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  this  unfortunate  bufinefs, 
in  juPiPeation  of  the  cenfure  which 
he  truPed  the  houfe  would  pafs  on 
the  conduct  of  adminiPration.  He 
defcribed,  in  Prong  colours,  the 
perilous  filiation  of  fome  perfons, 
of  the  higheP  rank  and  merit,  in 
their  profeffional  character,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  prefent  commotions 
in  the  fleet,  affirming  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  houfe  to  exprefs  its 
condemnation  of  thofe  who  had, 
by  the  rafhnefs  of  their  conduit, 
brought  them  into  fuch  imminent 
danger. 

The  Prictures  of  Mr.  Fox  were 
feconded  by  a  vote  of  cenfire. 


moved  by  Mr.  Whitbread,  and,  by 
an  animated  fpeech  in  fupport  of 
this  motion,  by  Mr.  Sheridan.  He 
feverely  blamed  the  conduct  of  mi¬ 
ni  tiers,  in  poPponing  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  fearneifs  demnnds, 
urged  with  fo  many  circumPances  , 
that  rendered  them  highly  critical 
and  ferious,  to  fuch  objects  as  the 
Imperial  loan  and  the  marriage- 
portion  of  the  princefs  royal,  which 
were  of  fuch  inferior  importance 
to  the  nation,  and  ought,  therefore, 
without  hefitation,  to  have  been 
laid  aPde  till  a  bufinefs  of  fuch  mag¬ 
nitude  had  been  fettled.  lie  in- 
fin  uated,  that  the  diPatisfadtion  in 
the  navy  had  been  caufed  by  en¬ 
croachments  on  the  rights  of  the 
feamen,  or  by  attempts  to  abridge 
them  of  their  comforts.  He  pro- 
pofed  that  a  joint  committee  of  both 
houles  Piould  be  appointed,  on  this 
occafion,  with  power  to  fend  for 
perfons  and  papers,  and  to  adjourn 
from  time  to  time,  and  from  place 
to  place. 

This  propofal  Mr.  Pitt  combated, 
not  only  as  an  innovation  in  the  dif- 
cipline  of  the  navy,  but  as  uncon- 
Pitutionak  It  fuperfeded,  at  once, 
the  functions  of  the  executive  and  le- 
gi  11  alive  powers.-— Mr.  Whitbread’s 
motion  was  negatived,  by  237 
againP  63.  After  fome  farther 
altercation,  the  refutations 'he  had 
moved,  relating  to  the  increafe  of 
feamen ’s  pay  and  allowance,  were 
read,  and  a  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  for  patting  them 
into  an  add,  together  with  a  claufe, 
for  the  continuance  of  pay  to 
wounded  feamen  till  they  were 
cured.  The  bill,  as  toon  as  it 
was  framed,  went  through  all  the 
necefiary  formalities,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  received  the  royal  alien  t,  by 
commiffion. 

[  P  3  ]  Sub- 
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Subfequentendeavoiirs  were  made 
to  prove  the  miniftry  guilty  of  grofs 
negledl,  in  buffering  a  bufin.efs  of  this 
nature  to  proceed  with  a  di-la.torinefs 
that  might,  and  ought  therefore  to 
iiave  been  avoided  :  but  they  ex¬ 
culpated  themfelves,  by  bringing 
forward  evidence  that  their  in¬ 
tentions  were  clearly  to  have  a  died 
with  more  fpeed,  if  unavoidable 
impediments  had  not  prevented 
them. 

The fuppreflien  of  thedifiurbanees 
among:  the  feamen  at  Portfmouth, 
without  recurring  to  violent  mea- 
fures,  and  by  granting  their  pe¬ 
titions,  oecafioned  univerfal  fatis- 
faction,  and  it  Was  hoped  that  the 
caufes  of  their  difcontent  being  thus 
effectually  removed,  no  farther  com¬ 
plaints  would  arife  to  fpread  alarm 
throughout  the  nation.  But  thefe 
reafonable  expectations  were  in  a 
fhort  time  wholly  difappoinled  by  a 
frefli  mutiny  that  broke  out  in  the 
feet  at  the  Nore,  on  the  twenty- 
fecond  of  May. 

The  crews  on  that  day  took  pof- 
feflion  of  their  refpective  flips, 
eleCtecl  delegates  to  prefde  over 
them,  and  to  draw  up  a  f  atement  of 
their  demands,  and  tranfmit  them  to 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty.  Thefe  de¬ 
mands  went  much  farther  than  thofe 
of  the  feamen  at  Portfmouth  and  Ply¬ 
mouth, and  from  their  exorbitancy  did 
not  appear  entitled  to  the  fame  indul¬ 
gence.  On  the  tixth  of  June,  in  the 
morning,  the  fleet  at  the  Nore  was 
joined  by  the  Agamemnon,  Leopard, 
Ardent,  and  Ifi  s  men  of  war,  together 
with  the  Ranger  fioop,  which  flips 
had  deferted  from  the  fleet  under 
admiral  Duncan.  When  the  ad¬ 
miral  found  himfelf  deferted  by 
part  of  his  feet,  he  called  his  own 
flip’s  crew  together,  and  addreffdd 
them  in  the  following  fpeech ; 


te  My  lads, 

“  I  once  more  call  you  together 
with  a  forrowful  heart,  from  what  I 
have  lately  feen,  the  difaffection  of 
the  fleets  :  I  call  it  difaffedtion,  for 
the  crews  have  no  grievances.  To 
be  deferted  by  my  fleet,  in  the  face 
of  an  enemy,  is  a  difgrace  whi  h,  I 
believe,  never  before  happened  to  a 
Britifh  admiral;  . nor  could  I  have 
fuppofed  it  poflible.  My  greateft 
comfort  under  God  is,  that  I  have 
been  fupported  by  the  offcers,  fea¬ 
men,  and  marines  of  this  (hip  ;  for 

which,  with  a  heart  overflowing 
.  ^ 
with  gratitude,  I  requeft  you  to  ac¬ 
cept  my  flncere  thanks.  I  flatter 
myfelf  much  good  may  refult  from 
your  example,  by  bringing  thofe  de¬ 
luded  people  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty, 
which  they  owe,  not  only  to  their 
king  and  country,  but  to  them- 
felves. 

“  The  Britifli  navy  lias  ever  been 
thefupport  of  that  liberty  which  has 
been  handed  down  to  us  by  our 
ancefors,  and  which  I  truff  we  fliall 
maintain  to  the  latefl  pofferity  ;  and 
that  can  only  be  done  by  unanimity 
and  obedience.  This  flip's  com¬ 
pany,  and  others,  who  have  dif- 
tinguifbed  themfelves  by  their  loy¬ 
alty  and  good  order,  deferve  to  be, 
and  doubtlefs  will  be  the  favourites 
of  a  grateful  country.  They  will 
alfo  have,  from  their  inward  feelings, 
a  comfort  which  will  be  lafting,  and 
not  like  the  floating  and  faife  confi¬ 
dence  of  thofe  who  have  fwerved 
from  their  duty. 

“It  has  often  been  my  pride, 
with  you  to  look  into  the  Texel, 
and  fee  a  foe  which  dreaded  coming 
out  to  meet  us :  my  pride  is  now 
humbled  indeed  !  my  feelings  are 
not  eafily  to  be  expreffed  !  our  cup 
lies  overflowed  and  made  us  wanton. 
The  alb  wife  Providence  has  given 

us 
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us  this  check,  as  a  warning,  and  I 
hope  we  (hall  improve  by  it.  On 
him  then  let  us  truft,  where  our  only 
fecurity  can  be  found.  I  find  there 
are  many  good  men  among  us ;  for 
my  own  part,  I  have  had  full  confi¬ 
dence  of  all  in  this  fhip  ;  and  once 
more  beg  to  exprefs  my  approbation 
of  your  conduit. 

“  May  God,  who  has  thus  far 
conducted  you,  continue  to  do  fo ; 
and  may  the  Britiili  navy,  the  glory 
and  fup port  of  our  country,  be  re- 
ftored  to  its  wonted  fplendour,  and 
be  not  only  the  bulwark  of  Britain, 
but  the  terror  of  the  world. 

«  But  this  can  only  be  ejected  by 
a  ftrict  adherence  to  our  duty  and 
obedience  ;  and  let  us  pray  that  the 
almighty  God  may  keep  us  in  the 
right  way  of  thinking. 

God  blefs  you  all.” 

At  an  addrefs  fo  unaffuming, 
■modeft,  and  pious,  and  fo  well  cal¬ 
culated,  from  its  fimplicity  and 
truth,  to  touch  the  human  heart, 
the  whole  (hip’s  crew  were  di (hel¬ 
ved  in  tears.  They  declared,  by 
every  expreffion  they  could  devile, 
their  refolution  to  abide  by  the 
admiral  in  life  or  death.  Their 
example  was  followed  by  all  the 
other  (hips,  betides  thofe  already 
mentioned.  And  the  admiral,  not- 
withftanding  the  defection  of  fo  con- 
tiderable  a  part  of  his  fquadron,  re¬ 
paired  to  his  (Ration,  off  the  coaft  of 
Holland,  to  watch  the  motions  of 
the  Dutch  fleet;  and  refolved,  ftiil, 
not  to  decline,  fhould  it  offer  him 
battle. 

The  principal  perfon  at  the  head 
of  this  mutiny  was  one  Richard 
Parker,  a  man  of  good  natural  parts, 
and  feme  education,  and  of  a  re¬ 
markably  bold  and  refolute  cha¬ 
racter.  ‘  Admiral  Buckner,  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  at  the  Gore,  was  di- 
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refled,  by  the  lords  of  the  admiralty, 
to  inform  the  feamen,  that  their  de¬ 
mands  were  totally  inconfiftent  with 
the  good  order  and  regulations  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  obferved  in  the  navy, 
and  could  not  for  that  reafbn  be 
complied  with:  but  that  on  return¬ 
ing  to  their  duty,  they  woul  !  receive 
the  king’s  pardon  for  their  breach  of 
obedience.  To  this  offer  Parker 
replied  by  a  declaration,  that  the 
feamen  had  unanimoufly  determined 
to  keep  poffeffion  of  the  fleet,  until 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty  had  re¬ 
paired  to  the  More,  and  redrefled 
the  grievances  which  had  been  laid 
before  them. 

In  order  to  put  an  end,  with  all 
poffible  expedition,  to  a  mutiny  that 
appeared  fo  dangerous,  lord  Spencer, 
lord  Arden,  and  admiral  Young,  has¬ 
tened  immediately  to  Sheerneis,  and 
held  a  board,  at  which  Parker  and 
the  other  delegates  attended :  but 
their  behaviour  was  fo  audacious, 
that  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  re¬ 
turned  to  town  without  the  leaft 
fuccefs.  The  principal  article  of 
complaint,  on  the  part  of  the  mu¬ 
tineers,  was  the  unequal  diftribution 
of  prize-money,  for  the  o miff? on  of 
which  they  much  blamed  their  fel¬ 
low  feamen  at  Portfmouth.  On 
the  return  of  the  lords  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  from  Sheerneis,  a  procla¬ 
mation  was  i  filled,  offering  his  ma- 
jefty’s  pardon  (o  all  fuch  of  the 
mutineers  as  fhould  immediately  re¬ 
turn  to  their  duty  ;  intimating,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  admiral  Buck¬ 
ner  was  the  proper  perfon  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  on  fuch  an  occasion.  All 
the  buoys,  by  order  of  government, 
were  removed  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Thames,  and  the  neighbouring 
coaft ;  from,  which  precaution,  any 
(hips,  that  fhould  attempt  to  get 
away,  would  he  in  danger  of  run- 
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uing  a-ground.  Great  preparations, 
alio,  were  made,  at  Sheernefs,  a- 
gamft  an  attack  from  the  mutinous 
fnips,  which  had  inanifeiled  home 
iirong  indications  of  an  intention 
to  bombard  that  place:  and  fur¬ 
naces  and  hot  halls  were  kept 
ready. 

Emboldened  by  the  jflrength  of 
men  and  fmpping  in  their  hands,  and 
rcfolved  to  perfevere  in  their  de¬ 
mands  till  they  had  extorted  a  com¬ 
pliance,  the  mutineers  proceeded  to 
iecure  a  fufficiency  of  proviiions  for 
that  purpofe,  by  feizing  two  veffels 
laden  with  ftores,  and  fent  notice 
affiore  that  they  intended  to  block 
up  the  Thames;  and  cut  off  all 
communication  between  London 
and  the  fea,  in  order  to  force  govern¬ 
ment  to  a  jpeedy  acceffion  to  their 
terms.  They  began  the  execution 
of  this  menace  by  mooring  four  of 
their  vetfels  acrofs  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  and  flopping  feveral  flops 
that  were  coming  from  the  metro¬ 
polis. 

They  now  altered  the  fyttem  of 
their  delegation,  and  to  prevent  too 
much  power  from  being  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  any  man,  the  office  of  pre- 
fident  was  entr lifted  to  no  one  longer 
than  a  day.  This  they  did  to  fecure 
themfelves  from  the  attempts  to  be¬ 
tray  them,  which  might  refult  from 
the  offers  held  out  to  thole  in  whom 
they  were  obliged  to  place  confi¬ 
dence  and  authority,  were  thofe  to 
poflefs  Inch  a  trull  for  any  time. 
They  alio  compelled  thole  blips,  the 
crews  of  which  they  fufpehted  of 
wavering  in  the  caufe,  to  take  their 
flation  in  the  midfl  of  the  others. 
But,  notwithstanding  thefe  precau¬ 
tions,  two  vetfels  eluded  their  vigi¬ 
lance,  and  made  their  efcape. 

Thefe  tranfafiions,  while  they  ex¬ 
cited  the  greatefl  alarm  in  the  na- 
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tion,  were  violently  reprobated  by 
the  feamen  belonging,  to  the  two  di~. 
vitions  of  the  fleet  lying  at  Portf- 
mouth  and  at  Plymouth.  Each  of 
them  add  retied  an  admonition  to 
their  fellow-teamen  at  the  -Nore, 
warmly  condemning  their  proceed¬ 
ings,  as  a  fcandal  to  the  name  of  Bri¬ 
tish  feamen,  and  exhorting  them  to 
be  content  with  the  indulgence  al¬ 
ready  granted  by  government,  and 
to  return  to  their  duty  without  in¬ 
filling  on  more  conceffions  than  had 
been  demanded  by  the  reft  of  the 
navy. 

But  thefe  warnings  proved  in¬ 
effectual.  The  reinforcement  of 
the  four  fhips  lately  arrived,  and 
the  expectation  of  being  joined  by 
others,  induced  them  to  perfift  in 
their  demands.  The  committee 
of  delegates,  on  board  the  Sand¬ 
wich,  came  to  a  determination  to 
commiffion  lord  Northefk,  whom 
they  had  kept  in  confinement  in 
the  Montague,  of  which  he  was 
the  commander,  to  repair  to  the 
king  in  the  name  of  the  fleet,  and 
to  acquaint  him  with  the  condi¬ 
tions  on  which  they  were  willing 
to  deliver  up  the  fhips,  The  peti¬ 
tion,  which  he  was  charged  to  lay 
before  the  king,  was  highly  re(pe<51- 
ful  and  loyal  to  him,  but  very  levere 
on  his  minifiers,  and  they  required 
an  entire  compliance  with  every  one 
of  their  demands,  threatening,  on 
the  refufal  of  any,  to  put  imme¬ 
diately  to  fea.  Lord  Northefk  rea¬ 
dily  undertook  to  be  the  bearer 
of  their  petition,  but  told  them, 
that,  from  the  unreafonablenels  of 
their  demands,  he  could  not  flatter 
them  with  the  hope  of  fuccefs. 
Confiding  in  him,  they  faid,  as  the 
fea  me  if  s  friend,  they  had  c  'railed 
him  with  this  million,  on  pledging 
his  honour  to  return,  with  a  clear 
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$nd  pofitive  anfwer,  within  fifty- 
four  hours. 

Lord  Northefk  departed  accord¬ 
ing!)  fhr  London,  and  was  intro¬ 
duced,  by  lord  Spencer,  to  the  king. 
But  no  anfwer  being  returned  to 
the  meflage,  and  information  being 
brought  to  the  fleet,  that  the  na¬ 
tion  at  large  highly  di  fan  proved 
of  their  proceedings,  great  divifions 
took  place  among  the  delegates, 
and  feveral  of  the  (hips  defected 
the  others,  not,  however,  without 
much  eon  ted  and  bipod  (lied.  The 
mutineers,  defpairing,  now,  of  ac¬ 
compli  thing  their  deligns,  ft  ruck  the 
red  flag,  which  they  had  hoifted 
as  the  iignals  of  mutiny,  and  re- 
ftored  a  free  paffage  to  the  trade 
of  the  metropolis.  Every  (hip  was 
now  left  at  its  own  command,  and 
they  all  gradually  returned  to  obe¬ 
dience,  though,  on  board  of  fome, 
violent  druggies  happened  between 
the  mutineers  and  the  loyal  parties. 

The  principal  conductor  of  the 
mutiny,  Richard  Parker,  was  feized 
prid  impri  foned,  and,  after  a  folemn 
trial,  that  laded  three  days,  on  board 
of  the  Neptune,  he  wras  fentenced 
to  death.  Pie  differed  with  great 
cool  nets  and  intrepidity,  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  j udice  of  his  fentence, 
and  exp  re  ding  his  hope,  that  mercy 
'might  be  extended  to  his  affochftes. 
But  it  was  judged  neceffary  to  make 
public  examples  of  the  principal  and 
mod  guilty,  who  were  accordingly 
tried,  and,  after  full  proof  of  their 
criminality,  condemned  and  exe¬ 
cuted.  Others  were  ordered  to  be 
whipped;  but  a  confiderable  num¬ 
ber  remained  under  fentence  of 
death  till  after  the  great  victory  ob¬ 
tained,  over  the  Dutch  fleet,  by  ad¬ 
miral  Duncan :  when  his  majedy 
Tent  a  general  pardon  to  thofe  un¬ 
happy  men ;  who  were,  at  that  pe- 
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riod,  confined  on-board  a  prifon- 
fhip  in  the  river  Thames. 

In  the  mean  time,  this  dangerous 
mutiny  had  been  a  ferious  object  of 
attention  in  parliament.  On  the 
fird  of  June,  a  meffage  was  deli  ver¬ 
ed  from  the  king  to  both  houfes,  to 
give  them  formal  notice  of  the 
event,  and  to  requeft  they  would 
adopt  the  neceffary  mead] res  for 
the  public  fecurity,  and,  particularly, 
to  make  more  effectual  provifion 
for  the  prevention  and  pun  iff  merit 
of  attempts  to  excite  mutiny  and 
fedition  in  the  navy,  or  to  fe- 
duce  individuals  in  the  fea  or  land 
fervice  from  their  duty  and  alle¬ 
giance. 

A  bill  was  accordingly  propofed 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  the  purport  of  which 
was,  that  perfons  who  ffiould  en¬ 
deavour  to  ieduce  either  foldiers  or 
bailors  from  their  dutv,  or  in  dm  ate 
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them  to  mutinous  practices,  or  com¬ 
mit  any  add  of  mutiny,  or  form  any 
mutinous  affemblies,  ffiould,  on  con¬ 
viction,  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony, 
and  differ  death  :  the  duration  of 
the  add  was  limited  to  one  month 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next 
feffion.  The  propriety  of  fuels  a 
law,  in  the  prefen t  conjuncture,  ap¬ 
peared  fo  evident,  that  it  paffed  by 
an  unanimous  vote  on  the  third  of 
June. 

Anpther  motion  was  then  made, 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  to  prevent  all  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  ffrip.s  that  ffiould 
be  in  a  date  of  mutiny,  and  to 
enact,  that  if,  after  the  king’s  pro¬ 
clamation,  any  one  ffiould  volun¬ 
tarily  continue  in  fuch  flops,  they 
ffiouki  be  declared  mutinous  and 
rebellious,  their  pay  ffiould  eeafe, 
and  they  ffiould  forfeit  lhat  which 
was  due  to  them. 

The  feverity  of  that  part  of  the 
bill,  which  redrained  all  intercourfe 
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with  the  mutinous  Teamen,  was 
animadverted  on  by  fir  John  Sin¬ 
clair,  who  recommended  the  union 
of  conciliation  with  terror,  and  fug- 
gefied  the  appointment  of  commif- 
fioners,  to  grant  pardons  under  par¬ 
ticular  circumftances. 

The  penal  claufe  propofed  for 
wilful  and  advifed  communication 
was  death.  This  was  oppoled  by 
Mr.  Nichol,  on  the  ground,  that 
the  intercourfe  with  a  per  (on  guilty 
of  high  treafon’J  was  not,  by  law, 
even  a  mifdemeanour,  provided  it 
were  not  accompanied  by  open 
a&s  of  aiding  and  abetting;  the 
guilt  iucurred  by  fuch  communi¬ 
cation  ought  not,  therefore,  to  ex¬ 
tend,  at  mod,  beyond  a  mifdemea¬ 
nour,  and  the  penalty  not  farther 
than  in  cafes  of  this  kind,  and  never 
beyond  tranfportation  at  the  very 
fartheft. 

To  this  modification  of  the  Te¬ 
merity  propofed  by  the  miniffer, 
Mr.  Adair  replied,  that  the  pnnifn- 
ment  was  only  to  attach  to  thofe 
who  fiiould  hold  communication, 
and  intercourfe,  with  perfons  de¬ 
clared  in  a  ftate  of  mutiny,  after  the 
prohibition  to  communicate  with 
them  had  been  pubjifhed;  but  Mr. 
Nichol  obferved,  that  the  commu¬ 
nications,  liable  to  the  penalty  in¬ 
tended,  ought  to  be  more  expli¬ 
citly  fpeeiiied.  To  this  obferva- 
tion  the  minifter  made  anlwer,  that 
communications  by  letters,  or  other- 
wife,  which  previoufly  to  a  prohi¬ 
bition  might  have  been  innocent, 
came,  neverthelefs,  under  the  im¬ 
putation  of  guilt,  after  they  had 
been  prohibited.  His  opinion  was, 
that  men  guilty  of  fuch  atrocious 
aCts  of  rebellion  as  the  mutineers, 
ought  to  be  completely  feparated 
from  that  country  of  which  they 
had  abandoned  the  caufe.  If  they 
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valued  the  intercourfe  and  commu¬ 
nication  with  a  parent,  a  wife,  and 
other  relatives  and  friends,  they 
ought,  before  they  were  permitted 
to  enjoy  the  Tweets  of  thofe  en¬ 
dearing  connections,  to  reconcile 
themfeives  to  their  offended  coun¬ 
try,  by  returning  to  the  allegiance 
they  owe  it.  If  we  could,  Mr.  Pitt 
added,  obtain  new  avenues  to  the 
hearts  of  thofe  brave  but  deluded 
men  ;  if  we  could  rouze  their  gene¬ 
rous  feelings,  and,  by  awakening 
the  tender  affeCtions  of  nature,  re¬ 
call  them  to  a  feiife  of  their  duty, 
when  they  .reflected  on  the  happi- 
nefs  they  were  deprived  of  by  de¬ 
parting  from  it,  we  ihould  have 
made  ar  effectual  prog  refs  in  bring¬ 
ing  them  to  repentance  and  ff  - 
miffion.  Thefe  arguments  prevail¬ 
ed,  and  the  provifions  in  the  bill 
Were  admitted  as  tne  m miller  had 
originally  propofed ;  with  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  the  penalties  annexed  to 
piracy,  which  were  moved  by  the 
iolicitor-general.  Several  other 
claufes  were  added,  for  the  purpofes 
of  punifliment,  or  of  pardon,  as  cir- 
cumftances  might  require ;  and  the 
duration  of  this  act  was,  like  the 
preceding  one,  again  ft  the  -feduCtion 
of  people  in  the  army  or  navy  from 
their  duty,  limited  to  one  month  after 
the  commencement  of  the  next  par¬ 
liamentary  feflion. 

Two  members  oppofed  the  pall¬ 
ing  of  this  bill,  fir  Francis  Burdet 
and  Mr.  Sturt.  The  former  object¬ 
ed  to  it,  as  tending  to  irritate  the 
Teamen,  and  drive  them  to  aCts  of 
defperation  and  revenge,  that  might 
be  attended  with  the  moll  fatal  com 
feq uences,  and  preclude  all  recon¬ 
ciliation  :  the  lalfer  infilled,  that 
conciliatory  meafures  would  alone 
be  effectual,  in  producing  that  cordial 
and  fpeedy  fubmiffion  which  the 
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prefent  circumftances  demanded. 
He  confidered,  alfo,  the  exifting 
laws  as  fully  fufficient  for  the  cafe 
in  agitation,  without  encumbrmg 
the  penal  code  with  odious  addi¬ 
tions.  It  was  already,  he  obferved, 
amply  fevere.  Of  thirty-fix  articles 
of  war,  near  the  half,  feventeen, 
contained  penalties  and  punifhments 
of  various  kinds. 

Whatever  propriety  there  might 
be  in  the  obfervations  of  thefe  two 
gentlemen,  the  alarm  and  refent- 
ment  of  the  majority,  at  the  manner 
in  which  the  fearhen  ot  the  fleet 
at  the  Nore  had  enforced  their  de¬ 
mands,  led  them  to  adopt  the  co¬ 
ercive  meafures  rec  mmended  by 
min  lifers.  Fortunately  for  thefe, 
the  divifions  they  had  found  means 
to  create  among  the  mutineers 
operated  more  powerful  iy  towards 
their  reduction  than  any  other  caufe. 
Had  they  remained  firmly  united, 
government  mu  ft  have  finally  com¬ 
plied  with  mofloi  their  requmfions, 
efpecially  with  that  which  related 
to  a  more  equal  diftribution  ol  prize- 
money.  T  his  demand  appeared, 
to  the  generality  of  men,  founded 
upon  the  ftri&eft  equity.  Had  they 
confined  their  petition  to  tnis  par¬ 
ticular,  it  was  thought,  at  the  time, 
that  they  would  have  been  feconded 
by  the  learn en  of  the  whole  navy. 
By  demanding  too  much,  they  de¬ 
prived  therafelvef  of  that  unanimous 
concurrence  which  they  had  ex¬ 
pected.  They  not  only  incurred 
the  difapprobation  of  their  fellow- 
feamen,  but  forfeited  the  counte¬ 
nance  of  their  other  fellow- fubjefits, 
who,  though  convinced  that  they 
-  were  entitled  to  better  treatment 
•in  the  article  of  prizes  than  they  had 
hitherto  experienced,  were  not  in¬ 
clined  to  abet  them  in  this  particu¬ 
lar,  while  they  accompanied  it  with 
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requifltions,  the  propriety  and  fea- 
fonablenefs  of  which  were  quefi 
tioned  by  their  warmefl  advo¬ 
cates. 

The  fuppreffion  of  the  mutiny  at 
the  Nore  was  truly  a  critical  oc-^ 
curence.  The  number  of  {hips  of 
the  line,  and  of  r  -folute  and  expe¬ 
rienced  teamen  that  manned  them,, 
and  in  whole  pofieffion  they  were, 
preferred  the  moft  formidable  ob¬ 
ject  of  alarm.  The  combination  of 
the  (hips  companies  at  Porlfmouth 
and  Plymouth  ‘offered  nothing  dan¬ 
gerous  in  comparifon  of  that  which 
took  place  at  the  Nore:  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  former  were  fir  icily 
juftifiable,  and-  no  inconvenience 
could  arife  from  complying  with 
them  ;  but  thole  of  the  latter  aimed 
at  innovations  equally  dangerous 
and  mortifying  to  perfons  in  autho¬ 
rity,  and  would  have  occafioned 
efifentia!  alterations  in  the  difcipline 
and  management  of  the  navy. 

A  variety  of  opinions  went  forth 
of  the  real  caufes  of  both  thefe  mu¬ 
tinies ;  but,  the  fir  ft  may  be,  with¬ 
out  hefitation,  aferibed  to  the  po¬ 
pular  maxims,  prevailing  every¬ 
where,  of  the  right,  inherent  in  all 
men,  to  require  an  equitable  treat¬ 
ment,  and,  if  denied  them,  to  ob¬ 
tain  it  by  force,  if  other  means  ap¬ 
peared  infufficient.  The  inequi¬ 
table  treatment  of  the  common 
bailors  in  the  navy  was  undeniable : 
it  was  a  fubjcct  of  ordinary  dif- 
courfe,  and  the  wi flies  of  the  im¬ 
partial  public  were  daily  exprelfed 
for  a  redrefs  of  their  grievances. 
Nor  did  the  feamen,  in  the  petitions 
they  prefented,  and  by  their  conduct 
and  demeanour  towards  their  of¬ 
ficers,  in  the  courfe  of  the  whole 
t ran  fad  ions,  commit  any  act  of  in- 
folcnce  .and  difrefpedt.  The  utvnoh 
freedoni  they  took,  was,  to  dive  it  of 
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their  authority  thofe  whom  they  con- 
iideredas  inimical  to  the  interests  and 
claims  of  the  .common  men,  or  fuch 
as  had  exceeded  the  bounds  of  due 
moderation  in  the  exercife  of  their 
command,  and  rendered  themfelves 
obnoxious,  by  the  imnecefiary  fe ve¬ 
rity  and  the  harfhnefs  of  their  be¬ 
haviour.  The  readinefs  with  which 
the  whole  multitude  of  the  malcon¬ 
tents  returned  to  their  wonted  fub- 
million,  the  moment  they  became 
fatisfied  that  their  petitions  would 
be  granted,  evinced  the  fincerity 
of  their  profefiions  of  loyalty,  and 
that  they  harboured  no  other  views 
than  of  fecuring  better  ufage  than 
they  had  met  with  heretofore. 

But  the  infurreCtion  at  the  More 
was  attended  with  far  more  mena¬ 
cing  circumffances.  Thedemands  of 
the  mutineers  feemed,  in  forne  in- 
itances,  to  be  framed  with  an  ex¬ 
pectation  to  be  refilled,  and  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  their  agents  appeared 
calculated  to  excite  the  refentment 
of  their  fuperiors,  and  to  fet  them 
tat  defiance.  They  proceeded  to 
aCts  of  violence  totally  unnecefiary 
and  uhjuftifiable,and  which  amount¬ 
ed,  in  fact,  to  the  commiflion  of  hob 
till  ties  again  11  their  fellow- fubjefts. 

Taking  thefe  various  particulars 
into  con  fide  rat  i<>n,  fome  perfons 
ftrongly  fufpeCted,  that  there  were, 
among  the  mutineers,  individuals 
who  aCted  the  part  of  emrfiaries 
from  the  enemy,  and  drove  to  pufh 
them,  on  to  extremities.  Certain  it 
is,  that,  when  the  intelligence  of  the 
mutiny  at  Portfmouth  arrived  at 
Paris,  it  excited  great  fatisfadtjon  in 
the  republican  party.  Sanguine 
hopes  were  immediately  conceived, 
that  it  might  prove  the  prelude  of 
more  ferious  infurredtions :  at  all 
events,  the  defertion  of  the  Rritilh 
navy  was  an  incident  that  prognof- 


ticated,  in  the  imagination  of  the 
French,  all  kinds  of  di falters-  to  this 
country.  Deprived  of  this  indif- 
penfible  fupport,  at  a  period  when 
it  was  more  than  ever  needed,  Great 
Britain  would  lofe>  at  once,  its  in¬ 
fluence  in  the  affairs  of  Europe,  and 
link  into  a  date  of  abfolute  infigni- 
ficance.  That  awe,  in  which  it 
had  kept  furrounding  nations,  would 
vanifh  ;  none  of  them  would  any 
longer  either  dread  its  power  or 
court  its  alliance:  its  very  political 

exidence,  as  an  independent  coun- 
>  1 

try,  would  become  precarious,  and 
nothing,  in  fhort,  of  its  former 
drenglh  and  importance  would  re-, 
main. 

Such  were  the  fubjedts  of  exulta-p 
lion,  throughout  France,  on  this 
critical  occadon.  They  did  not  fub- 
fide  on  the  pacification  effected  by 
the  prudent  coneeifions  of  govern¬ 
ment.  It  was  dill  hoped,  in  France, 
that  caufes  of  a  limilar  nature  to 
thole  that  had  produced  the  firft 
mutiny,  might  give  birth  to  a  fecond. 
As,  unfortunately  for  this  country, 
they  were  not  disappointed  in  their 
expectations,  which  had  been  loud, 
and  exprefled  with  much  confi¬ 
dence,  numbers  were  led  to  believe, 
that  they  had  not  been  inactive  in 
creating  them. 

The  advantages  that  mud  obvi- 
oufly  have  refill  ted  to  the  French 
republic,  by  fomenting  difcords  of 
fo  fatal  a  tendency  to  this  country, 
were  undeniable.  This  induced 
people  to  think,  that,  conformably 
to  the  fydem  which  they  had  pur- 
fued  fo  fuccefsfully  in  other  coun¬ 
tries,  they  would  have  exerted  their 
noted  talents  for  intrigue  in  en¬ 
couraging  and  extending  the  va¬ 
riances  that  had  arifen  here.  But, 
however  inviting  the  opportunity 
that  feemed  to  offer,  it  has  not  Been 

did 
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di (covered,  on  the  Rented  examina¬ 
tion,  that  they  had  any  direct  hand 
in  the  lad  mutiny  any  more  than  in 
the  drd :  though,  doubtlefs,  they 
heartily  rejoiced  in  both,  and  would, 
had  they  been  able,  have  acted  in 
the  manner  imputed  to  them  by 
thofe  who  indulged  their  fufpicions. 

For  the  combinations  at  Forth-* 
mouth  and  Plymouth  there  certainly 
was  not  only  a  plaudble  pretext,  but, 
in  truth,  too  much  reafon :  butfortbat 
at  Sheernefs,  which  may  be  called 
the  third, and  mod  formidable,  muti¬ 
ny  among  the  Teamen,  it  was  not  im¬ 


pelled  by  necedity,  or  provoked  by 
unjud  aggredion  or  negledl.  It  was 
impatient  of  authority,  factious,  fe- 
ditious,  progredive  in  its  demands, 
intent  on  civil  dilcord  and  convul- 
don  :  it  was,  in  a  word,  combined 
with  the  fame  fpirit  on  fhore  which 
the  mutineers  at  Portfmouth  and 
Plymouth  had  raifed  to  an  unufual 
pitch  of  daring  infolence.  It  was 
not  the  genuine  fpirit  of  the  true 
Englidi  Jailors ;  but  that  of  mal¬ 
content  incendiaries :  *  finally,  it  was 
the  mod  emphatic  proof  that  had 
yet  been  given  to  our  nation  of  the 

influence 


*  At  this  time,  the  chara&er  of  a  Britifh  feaman  had  fallen  very  much  in  the  public 
eftimation.  It  was  cn  .this  account,  that  a  periodical  writer,  profeffedly  unconnected 
with  any  party  (and  whofe  profeffions  are,  in  truth,  realized,  by  the  thru iic  he 
very  often  at  all  parties)  publifiied  the  following  Character  of  an  Engdfh  Sailor^  which 
-was  copied  into  almoft  every  newfpaper  and  magazine  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
»  Having  thus  reprobated  the  mutiny  at  the  Nore,  we  may  be  allowed  to  exhibit  % 
true  portrait  of  what  an  Englifh  feaman  was,  and,  we  hope,  Bill  is,  or  with  good  treat¬ 
ment  ftill  likely  to  be.  Such  a  portrait,  if  contemplated  with  candour,  will  tend  tee 
awaken  in  all  Britons  a  love  of  faiiors,  and  in  failors  a  love  of  Britain. 

«<  A  Britifh  failor  is  thoughtlefs,  and  inattentive  to  what  concerns  his  own  happmeis  \ 
but  not  indifferent  either  to  the  intcreff  of  his  country,  the  glory  of  the  navy,  or  the 
renown  of  the  individual  fhip  to  which  he  belongs.  He  is  cheerfully  adfive,  and  prompt 
in  the  execution  of  his  duty ;  patient  of  fatigue,  as  well  as  of  the  viciffitudes  of  weather 
and  climate ;  fteady  and  collected  at  his  poft,  in  the  hour  of  danger ;  obedient,  re- 
fpe&ful,  and  attached,  to  the  officer  worthy  to  edmmand  him ;  faithful  and  true  to  hi« 
king  and  country.  He  has  an  open,  honeff,  and  faithful,  heart;  he  is  courageous  ii> 
adtion,  and  humane  in  victory  ;  he  is  the  life  and  foul  of  our  commerce,  the  guardian 
and  bulwark  of  the  nation:  yet,  thefe  men,  the  pride  and  the  fafety  of  their  country, 
are,  for  the  mod  part,  preffed  into  the  fervice,  and  too  much  expofed,  when  in  it,  to 
neAect,  to  mifery,  and  to  diftrefs.  They  are  expofed  to  an  imperious,  harfh,  and  ill- 
natured,  mode  of  difpenfing  orders  and  carrying  on  duty,  which  fometimes  drive* 
generous  fpirits  to  defpondency  and  defpair :  they  are — but  it  is  not  our  bufinefs  to  enu¬ 
merate  grievances;  we  would  only  obferve,  that  for  the  eccentricities  and  ebullitions  of 
feamen,  efpecially,  when,  through  the  improvidence  of  government,  they  are  con¬ 
taminated  by  a  mixture  of  the  outcafts  of  the  earth,  there  is  fome  degree  ©f  excufe  and 
indulgence.  An  univerfal  venality  and  corruption,  the  natural  offspr.ng  of  luxury,  has 
feizetf on  all  ranks  at  land;  the  greatell  eftates,  united  with  the  higheft  honours,  have 
not  exempted  the  greater  part,  by  far,  of  our  nobility,  and,  among  thefe,  even  fome  of 
good  private  characters,  from  the  imputation  of  fcffifhntfs,  and  a  total  difregard  of  the 
commonwealth  ;  intrigue  and  effrontery  are  prominent  in  the  conduct  of  our  politi¬ 
cians  at  land;  but  many,  nay  mold:  of  thefe  are  lawyers  and  cautious,  the  faiiors  feek 

redrefs  of  grievances  in  their  own  way  ;  full  of  danger — 

Quorfuir.  htec  tam  pntida  tendunt  t 

not  to  excufe  mutiny,  but  to  admoniffi  the  executive  and  judicial  powers  to  temper 
authority,  ftrengthened  by  the  fuppreffion  of  rebellion,  with  a  recollection  of  what  is 
due  to  the  failors,  and  alfo  of  what  is  prudent  and  fife  for  government. 

“  The  ffatefman  ought  to  attend,  not  only  to  what  is  morally  juft,  but  to  what  is  po¬ 
litically  expedient.  As  cafes  are  more  numerous  than  laws,  it  becomes  the  lcgiHator 

BB&-'  '  ■ .  •  f,  -u 
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influence  of  French  opinion  and 
example,  and  the  rapid  progrefs  of 
popular  claims  and  combinations. 

The  fup.preffion  of  this  rebellion 
llluftrated  the  prudence  and  vigour 
of  adminiflration  more  than  any 
other  of  their  transactions  at  home 
or  abroad  had  ever  done.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  lyftematic  order 
and  moderation  of  the  Tailors,  and 
the  cheerful  return  to  obedience, 
of  at  lead  the  great  body  of  Teamen, 
their  claims  being  granted,  illuftrate 
the  mighty  advantages  of  a  free 
government,  in  which  men  can  af¬ 
lame  the  manly  air  of  freedom,  with¬ 
out  abandoning  themlelves  to  the 
licentioufnefs  and  phrenzy  of  flaves 
broken  loofe  from  bondage.  From 
this  event,  it  was  laid,  by  many  can¬ 
did  perfons,  far  removed  from  enthu- 
fiafm  of  any  kind,  that  there  might 
not  improbably  be  much  lefs  danger 
in  complying  with  the  numerous 
petitions,  which  had  been  prefen  ted, 
in  the  courfe  of  1797,  for  a  par¬ 
liamentary  reform,  than  was  gene- 
•  rally  apprehended. 


It  is  not  often  that  governments 
anticipate  the  juft  complaints  of 
the  people,  or  any  clais  of  the 
people,  by  unconft rained  acts  of 
juftice.  It  is  not,  commonly,  until 
Tome  intolerable  grievance  be  on  the 
point  of  an  expJofton,  that  mail 
endanger  the  ftahi'iity  of  their  own 
power  that  they  do  much  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  human  mifery.  The  mutiny 
in  the  fleet  would  (cared  y,  perhaps, 
have  fufticed,  to  have  turned  the 
attention  of  our  miniftry  to  the 
miferable  pittance  to  which  the 
gradual  depreciation  in  the  value 
of  money  had  reduced  the  pay  of 
the  foldiers,  that  is,  from  privates 
to  ferjeants  incluftve,  if  a  difpofttion 
to  claim  a  redrefs  of  this  great  evil 
had  not  become  quite  apparent  in 
the  whole  army,  particularly  in  the 
corps  ftationed  in  the  near  vicinity 
of  London,  and  in  other  populous 
cities  and  towns ;  and  if  the  in- 
terefts  and  claims  of  the  army  had 
not  been  taken  care  of  by  the  com¬ 
mander-in-chief,  his  royal  highnefs 
the  duke  of  York.* 


to  mount  up  from  the  particular  clrcumftances  of  particular  fituations,  to  general  prin¬ 
ciples,  common  to  all.  What  is  the  effect  of  punifhment?  Is  it  the  fame  in  all  cafes? 
No:  but  different  in  different  cafes.  When  men  are  confcious  of  guilt,  even  a  few 
examples  of  punifhment  fluke  terror.  Where  no  fuch  confcioufnefs  exifts,  whether 
from  truth,  error,  or  infallibility  of  difpofition,  even  multiplied  examples  of  feverity 
ferve  only  to  heighten  the  refolution,  and  add  fuel  to  the  flame  of  martyrdom.— 

((  In  confcious  virtue  men  are  bold.”  * 

44  Grief  is  bold,  and  makes  its  owners  flout.”  -ft 

ct  Let  not  our  defign  be  mifunderftood— we  mean  not  to  extenuate  the  guilt  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  mutineers :  but  let  the  nature  and  the  evidence  of  their  crime  be  made  plain 
to  the  whole  world  ;  and  let  every  allowance  be  made  to  the  unfufpicious  credulity  of 
failors,  who  may,  poffibiy,  have  been  feduced  to  efpoufe  a  bad,  under  the  idea  of  its 
being  a  juft  and  honourable,  caufe.  If  delegates  were  to  be  puniftpd,  quoad  delegates, 
this  might  oceahon  difapprobation,  perhaps,  and  alarm  !  But  the  overt-ads  of  rebellion, 
and  particularly  the  efforts  to  carry  the  Britifh  Blips  of  war  into  the  ports  of  France, 
may  with  fafety,  and  ought,  in  juftice  and  found  policy,  to  be  puniflied.” 

The  induftry  of  journaiifts  is  feldom  more  happily  riireded  than  it  was,  at  fuch  a  time, 
in  the  publication  of  this  paper. 

*  A  ftatement  of  the  former,  and  the  advanced  pay  of  the  foldiers  will  be  found  among 

the  State-Papers  in  this  volume,  page  252. 


*  Addifon. 


f  Shakfprare* 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 


State  of  Ireland,  in  its  Relations ,  external  and  internal,  a  Subject  m  Delate 
in  both  Houjes  of  Parliament. — Motion,  by  Mr.  Whitbread,  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  relative  to  the  Invajion  of  Ireland. — Negatived  .-—Motion 
relative  to  the  internal  State  and.  Dif contents  of  Ireland,  in  the  Houfe  of 
-Peers,  by  the  Earl  of  Moira.  — Negatived. — Motion  on  the  fame  Subject 


in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  by  Mr. 


AT  Ibe  fame  time  that  the  oppo- 
fition  party  in  parliament  ar¬ 
raigned  the  condudt  of  government, 
refpecting  events,  ftill  pregnant 
with  danger,  they  condemned  it, 
not  lets  feverely,  refpeCting  an 
event,  the  danger  of  which  was 
happily  paft.  This  was  the  attempt 
to  invade  Ireland,  of  which  we  have 
given  feme  account  in  our  laft  vo¬ 
lume,  and  which  was  fruftrated,  it 
was  alleged,  through  phyfieal  ac¬ 
cidents,  and  the  folly  of  the  enemy, 
rather  than  any  prudence  and  pro¬ 
vidence  in  the  Britith  councils.  It 
is  proper  to  obferve,  in  this  place, 
that,  on  the  third  of  March,  the 
thanks  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
were  voted  to  admiral  fir  John 
Jervis,  for  his  gallant  and  merito¬ 
rious  exertions,  on  the  fourteenth  of 
February  lad  ;  and  alfo  to  the  vice- 
admiral,  captains,  and  officers  of 
the  fleet  under  his  command,  for 
their  gallant  conduct  and  bravery 
on  that  moft  glorious  occaflon.  The 
fervices  of  the  feamen,  marines,  and 
foidiers,  were  alfo  approved  and  ac¬ 
knowledged. 

On  the  fame  day,  after  thefe  votes 
were  palled,  Mr. Whitbread  rofe,and 
addrefling  himfelf  to  the  fpeakef,  laid. 


u— Negatived. 


“  No  man  in  this  houfe,  £ r,  or  in  this 
country,  can  have  a  higher  opinion 
than  I  have,  of  the  courage,  the 
gallantry,  the  tkill,  and  ability  of 
the  gallant  admiral,  and  the  officers 
and  teamen  acting  under  him,  who 
have  atchieved  of  action  lo  emi¬ 
nently  glorious.  No  man  can  be 
more  delirous  of  conferring  on  him 
and  them  every  praife,  and  every 
exalted  di function  which  fuch  bril¬ 
liant  conduct  deferves.  At  the  fame 
time,  fir,  that  i  fay  this,  I  muft  fcseg 
leave  to  obferve,  that  fuch  glorious 
annals  of  the  events  are  by  no  means 
unprecedented  in  the  Britifh  navy* 
However,  fir,  willing  and  defirous 
as  I  am  to  allow  to  this  gallant  action 
every  poffible  degree  of  merit,  and 
every  praife  which  the  moft  enihu- 
fiaftic  admirer  of  extraordinary  vic¬ 
tories  can  with  for  or  defire,  I  mult 
beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
houfe  to  the  circum fiances  which 
have  juft  been  related  to  us,  con¬ 
cerning  the  fituaiion  and  number  of 
(hips  with  which  this  gallant  admiral 
has  acquired  fo  great,  fo  brilliant, 
and  fo  decifive  a  fuperiority.  The 
inequality  of  (hips  on  our  part,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  fir  John  Jervis, 
is  very  great,  ahnofr,  fir,  in  a  pro¬ 
portion 
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portion  of  two  to  one.  While, 
therefore,  we  view  the  fplendour 
of  this  victory  with  every  degree  of 
admiration,  and  joyful  exultation  it 
fo  eminently  deferves,  it  becomes 
Sis  ferioufly  to  consider,  Whether 
the  circum  fiance  alone  does  not 
loudly  call  on  us  to  infiitute  an  in¬ 
quiry  into  the  condudl  of  the  firft 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  for  his  neglect 
of  reinforcing  the  lquadron  which 
was  in  a  fervice  fo  diiiant  as  that  of 
the  Mediterranean,  when  he  knew 
that  the  Spaniards  added  to  the  lift 
of  our  naval  adverfaries*  In  my 
opinion,  in  the  fame  degree  of  pro¬ 
portion  in  which  we  praife  and  ad¬ 
mire  the  glorious  victory  which  fir 
John  Jervis  has  obtained-~-a  victory, 
the  confequences  of  which  muft  be 
fo  valuable  and  important  to  the 
firfi  interefis  of  this  country;  in  an 
equal  degree  ought  we  to  affix 
blame  and  culpability  for  fo  grofs 
and  glaring  a  negledt  as  that  of 
leaving  him  with  fuch  a  prodigious 
inferiority  of  force.  We  are  told, 
fir,  by  the  right  honourable  feere- 
tary  of  flate,  in  the  detail  which  he 
has  juft  given  the  houfc  of  this  for¬ 
tunate  and  gallant  atchievement, 
that  with  fifteen  fhips  fir  John  Jervis 
b*s  defeated  a  fleet  of  the  Spaniards, 
which  confifted  of  twenty-feven 
line  of  battle  fhips,  of  which  he  has 
taken  four.  Fortunate  and  glorious 
as  this  action  has  proved,  to  the  re¬ 
putation  of  the  Britifn  navy,  and 
thofe  who  command  and  conduct  it, 
we  cannot  help  calling  to  mind  how 
dreadful  it  would  have  been  the 
reverfe  of  the  fate  of  that  memora¬ 
ble  day,  had  victory  declared  itfelf 
in  favour  of  the  enemy.  What,  fir, 
at  this  moment  muft  have  been  the 
fenfations  of  the  people  of  this 
country  ?  What  would  they  have 
laid.,  if,  in  fjpite  of  the  bmvery,  the 
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difcipline,  the  judgement,  and  glory 
of  fir  John  Jervis — for  glory,  I 
maintain,  fir,  does  not  always  con- 
fift  in  fuecefs — what  would  they 
have  faid,  if,  in  defiance  of  all  thole 
ftlperiot  abilities  for  which  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  Britifh  officers  and  foa- 
men  are  fo  eminently  cpnfpicuous, 
the  reverfe  of  the  pieafing  picture 
ot  this  brilliant  victory  had  this  night 
been  held  up  to  us,  and  we  had 
been  told  that  fir  John  Jervis  had 
been  defeated,  in  confequence  of 
the  immenfe  fuperiority  of  numbers 
in  the  fleet  which  the  enemy  brought 
into  adion  againft  us?  I  have  no 
doubt,  fir,  but  the  voice  of  the 
country  at  large  would  undoubtedly 
and  inevitably  have  called  loudly 
and  univerfally  for  an  impeachment 
of  the  find  lord  of  the  admiralty.  I 
think,  fir,  that  this  houfe  would, 
m  fuch  a  cafe,  have  been  pretty 
ready  to  join  the  voice  of  the  people, 
and  to  fecond  them  in  fo  neceflary 
a  meafure.  The  unparalleled  fuc¬ 
cefs  which  has  attended  the  fkill 
and  bravery  of  our  fleet,  by  no 
means  alter  the  ftate  of  the  queftion. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  firft  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  and  of  his  majefty’s 
minifters  m  general,  to  have  taken 
care  that  our  fleet  fhould  bear  fome 
degree  of  proportion  to  that  of  the 
enemy  ;  and,  therefore,  it  evidently 
appears,  that  the  inferiority  being 
fo  very  great,  it  is  high  time  an  in¬ 
quiry  into  the  conduct  of  minifters 
fhould  immediately  take  place,  I 
hope,  fir,  the  time  is  not  far  diftanft 
nay,  I  flatter  myfelf  it  is  very  near* 
indeed,  when  this  houfe  will  think 
it  neceflary  to  go  ferioufly  and  ac¬ 
tively  into  an  extenftve  and  deep 
inquiry  into  the  nation  at  large* 
Such  an  inquiry  has  long  been 
wanted.  The  very  momentous  in¬ 
formation  which  has  been  laid  be¬ 
fore 
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i  fore  the  houfe,  and  which  has  en- 
ij  gaged  their  mod:  ferious  and  deli- 
3  berate,  as  well  as  anxious  confider- 
I  ation,  fince  Monday  laff,  thews,  be- 
|  .yond  a  poffibility  of  doubt,  the  ine- 
ij  vitable  neceffity  of  inquiry,  upon 
i  the  broadeft  and  molt  efficacious 
bafis.”  Mr.  Whitbread  proceeded 
c  to  notice  the  melancholy  change 
i  that  had  taken  place  in  the  afpect 
i  of  public  affairs  in  the  (pace  of  one 
*•  week :  public  credit  fhaken  to  its 
r  foundation.  The  mifmahagement, 
3  he  laid,  of  his  majefty’s  in  ini  iters, 
s  had  become  notorious  to  every  be- 
3  holder,  and  the  cry  of  inquiry  into 
I  their  conduct  was  not  now  con- 
I  fined  to  the  members  of  oppofition 
t  in  that  houfe  alone,  but  was  echoed 
|  back  upon  them  from  every  corner 
I  of  the  kingdom.  Having  touched 
;j  on  (he  expences  of  the  war,  and 
|  the  numerous  captures  of  our 
i  merchant  fhips,  though  we  had  a 
D  fleet  of  more  than  five  hundred 
i  fhips  of  war,  of  various  denomina- 
>  lions,  he  came  to  fpeak  of  that  par- 
t  ticular  negledt  and  milcondudt, 

'  which  more  immediately  gave  rife 
|  to  the  prefen  t  motion.  The  fir  ft 
i  intimation,  on  authority,  he  faid, 
which  that  houfe  received  relative 
to  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  in- 
s  vade  this  country,  was  conveyed  by 
:  his  majefiyds  fpeech  on  the  opening 
of  the  prefent  feffion  of  parliament. 
Information  had  been  received, 

;  through  various  channels,  that  Ire- 
I  land  was  one  object  of  the  medi- 
!  tated  attack.  Yet  it  appeared  from 
a  letter  from  general  Dalrymple, 
that,  inhead  of  any  effectual  means 
.  having  been  previoufly  taken  for 
i  an  efficient  defence,  every  thing 
remained  to  be  done,  even  after 
*  the  appearance  of  the  enemy  in 
Bantry-Bay:  in  which  part  of  the 
'Country  there  was  not  any  thing 
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like  an  adequate  force  for  her  de¬ 
fence  :  not  more,  if  fo  many,  as 
three  thoufand  regular  troops,  to 
oppofe  to  the  whole  force  of  the 
French.  The  cdy  of  Cork  was, 
therefore,  in  danger  of  falling  into 
their  hands,  with  all  it’s  fores 
and  provifions :  to  the  amount  of 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  a  million  and 
a  half.  Mr.  Whitbread,  after 
thefe  and  other  obfervations,  went 
through  a  regular  ftafement  of  the 
numbers  of  the  French  fleet,  and 
thofe  of  our  own,  from  the  time  of 
the  enemy  quitting  the  harbour  of 
Brefr,  and  a  fliort  time  before.  On 
the  twenty-firfr,  the  enemy  ca ft 
anchor  in  Bantry-Bay  ;  fo  that  they 
were  at  Tea,  and  on  the  coa.fi:  of 
Ireland,  from  the  eighteenth  of 
December,  to  the  fixth  of  January. 
On  the  twentieth  of  December, 
news  arrived  in  England,  that  the 
French  fleet  had  quitted  BrefiL 
From  the  twenty-third  to  the  twen¬ 
ty-fifth,  the  wind  was  favourable 
for  the  fquadron,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  lord  Bridport,  to  have  fail¬ 
ed.  It  continued  fair  on  the  twen¬ 
ty-fix  th  and  twenty-feventh,  after 
which  it  came  a-head,  and  the  fleet 
could  not  fail  for  fume  days.  On 
the  thirty-firft,  intelligence  came 
to  tins  country,  that  the  French 
fleet  was  off  the  coafl  of  Ireland; 
and,  on  the  fame  day,  exactly,  ad¬ 
miral  Colpoys,  with  the  fleet  under 
his  command,  arrived  atPortfinouth. 
The  reafons  given  for  his  return, 
with  this  fquadron,  are  various  and 
contradictory.  One  was,  that  his 
force  was  not  fuficlent  to  encounter 
thofe  of  the  enemy.  If  that  was  a 
true  reafon,  it  furnifhes  an  additional 
caufe  of  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
mini  tiers, /and  of  the  firft  lord  of  the 
admiralty  in  particular.  What, 
when  they  had  received  information 
[  Q  J  of 
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of  the  active  and  extenfive  prepa¬ 
rations  going  forward  at  Bred,  fhall 
we  be  told,  after  the  large  fums 
confirmed  in  fecret  ferv ice-money, 
and  with  the  immenfe  navy  in  our 
pofleffion,  they  ought  not  to  have 
lent  out  frefh  fliips  to  reinforce  that 
fquadron  ?  It  is  abfurd  on  the  face 
of  it.  Admiral  Colpoys,  however, 
mud  have  received  intelligence  of 
the  failing  of  the  Bred:  fleet.  Did  he 
fail  in  purfuitof  them  ?  Did  he  fail 
towards  the  coad  of  Portugal  after, 
where  it  might,  perhaps,  have  oc¬ 
curred  to  him  they  were  gone  ?  No. 
Did  he  fail  after  them  towards  the 
coad:  of  Ireland  ?  No  :  he  failed 
directly  for  Portfmouth,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  very  day  that  infor¬ 
mation  was  brought  they  were  on 
the  Irith  coad.  Another  reafon 
which  has  been  given  for  the  re¬ 
turn  of  this  fquadron  into  port  was, 
that  it  was  fhort  of  providons.  In 
every  view  of  every  reafon  for  its 
return,  the  mod  glaring  mifcondud 
and  culpability  dare  us  in  the  face. 
Is  it  podible  to  conceive,  that  in  all 
the  time  admiral  Colpoys  lay  with 
his  fquadron  off  Bred,  either  frefli 
Thips,  properly  victualled,  could  not 
have  been  fent  to  relieve  him,  or 
iranfports,  with  providons,  have 
been  forwarded  to  re~viCtual  his 
fleet  ?  The  quedion  anfwers  for  it- 
felf.  Numerous,  as  well  as  various 
are  the  objections  which  have,  from 
time  to  time,  been  made  to  any  and 
every  fpecies  of  inquiry,  pending  a 
war.  Notwithdanding  all  this,  we 
have  an  indance,  faid  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread,  of  an  inquiry  having  been 
granted,  towards  the  elofe  of  the 
lad  war,  in  which  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  oppodte  to  him, 
(Mr.  Pitt)  aCted  a  very  condderable 
part,  in  moving  for  various  papers, 
in  flipport  of  the  motion.  Mr. 
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Whitbread  then  faid,  I  cannot  con¬ 
clude  in  more  apt  or  proper  terms, 
than  by  udng  the  words  of  a  cele¬ 
brated  predeceffor  of  yours,  dr,  in 
that  chair,  who,  after  the  failure  ef 
the  fleet,  in  1744,  when  he  pre- 
fented  the  bill  of  fupplies,  fold  the 
higheft  authority  in  this  country, 
"  that  in  circumdances  fo  difmai 
and  didrefling,  the  houfe  ought  fo 
exercife  the  bed,  and  the  deared  of 
their  privileges,  that  of  inquiring 
into  the  application  of  every  part  of 
the  fupplies.'”  I  therefore  move, 
dr,  (i  that  it  be  referred  to  a  com¬ 
mittee,  to  inquire  into  the  conduft 
of  miniders,  with  refpeCt  to  the  late 
attempt  of  the  French,  in  the  imva* 
don  of  Ireland.” — To  the  charges 
of  Mr.  Whitbread,  it  was  anfwered 

by 

Mr.  Dundas,  who  faid,  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  decide,  whether  the  ob- 
jeCt  of  the  French  fleet  was  Ireland 
or  Portugal.  It  was  the  wifed 
meafure  that  could  be  adopted,  to 
divide  our  fleets,  dationing  one  off 
Bred,  for  the  purpofe  of  watch¬ 
ing  the  enemy,  and  intercepting 
the  failing  of  the  expedition ;  and 
the  other  at  home,  to  relieve  it, 
if  necefiary.  A  fleet,  under  dr 
Edward  Pellew,  was  appointed 
to  cruize  off  Bred,  and  did  actu¬ 
ally  cruize  there.  But  notwith** 
danding  the  diligence  and  fkill  of 
the  admiral,  and  the  experience 
and  courage  of  dr  Edward,  their 
exertions  were  in  vain ;  for  the 
date  of  the  weather  was  fuch  that 
it  was  impoffible  for  the  admiral 
to  keep  his  own  fleet  under  his 
obfervation,  and  the  air  was  fo 
hazy,  that  the  fog-guns  were  con¬ 
tinually  fired.  Could  any  man 
doubt  fir  Edward's  inclination  to 
have  given,  if  poffible,  the  intelli¬ 
gence  to  the  admiral,  that  the 

enemy 
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€tiemv  had  pul  to  Tea ;  or  that  ad¬ 
miral  Colpoys  Was  not  defirOus  to 
lee  it?  Was  it  likely  we  thou  Id 
be  unwilling,  when  he  had  a  fleets 
under  his  command,  fo  fuperior  to 
that  of  the  enemy?  ft  was  the 
wifelt  refolution  he  could  take,  not 
to  folio w  them  to  Portugal,  or  Ire-* 
land,  till  he  knew  their  certain 
defti nation  ;  and  he  kept  his  Ration 
for  the  chance  of  intercepting  all* 
or  part,  of  the  fleet,  in  cate  of 
difperhon  by  a  fiorm  *  he  recol¬ 
lected  alio,  that  the  circumftance 
of  their  having  failed  would  be 
known  to  the  admiralty,  and,  by 
remaining  where  he  was,  he  thould 
receive  luch  authentic  intelligence 
as  he  could  not  otherwife  eXpedt 
to  obtain*  With  regard  to  the 
charge  of  the  want  of  provifions* 
Mr.  Dundas  could  not  but  admit 
the  fquadron  had  remained  longer 
on  its  flat  ion  than  was  at  firft  fup- 
pofed  neceffarv,  and  not  relieved 
as  loon  as  the  admiralty  had  in¬ 
tended  }  the  reafon  was,  fir  Roger 
Curtis  Ihould  have  been  in  port 
the  beginning  of  November,  and 
did  not  come  till  the  eighteenth. 
He  had  been  appointed  to  cruize 
off  Rochford,  where  he  remained 
a  fortnight  longer  than  was  ex¬ 
pected,  to  intercept  the  return  of 
Richeryfs  fquadron  from  Newfound¬ 
land. 

Sir  Roger’s  fquadron  confided  of 
feven  fad  of  the  line,  and  was  to 
have  been  fent  to  the  relief  of  the 
fleet  off  Rreft ;  but  the  wind  was 
fo  adverfe  as  to  render  it  impof- 
fible  for  them  to  come  to  Spithead 
before  the  eighteenth  of  Novem¬ 
ber.  As  to  the  interval  which 
took  place  between  the  arrival  of 
admiral  Colpoys  and  the  failing  of 
lord  Bridport,  the  inftrudtions  of 
fir  Edward  Pellew  reached  the  ad- 
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miralty  on  the  twentieth  of  De¬ 
cember  5  and  on  the  twenty-firlt 
he  received  information  of  the  fail¬ 
ing  of  the  French  fleet  from  Breft, 
and  immediately  returned  for  an- 
fwer,  that  all  the  fleet  Would  be 
ready  four  days  after,  namely,  the 
twenty-fifth.  [Here  Mr.  Dundas 
read  the  orders  of  the  admiralty* 
ilfued  on  the  twenty-firft,  and  an* 
other  order  ilfued  after*  counter* 
adting  fome  part  of  them*  and  de¬ 
firing  him  to  proceed  off  Cape 
Clear  immediately*]  He  withed 
it  to  be  obferved,  that,  although 
the  French  fleet  arrived  off  the 
Coafl  of  Ireland  on  the  twenty-firft 
of  December,  intelligence  of  them 
was  not  received,  in  this  country* 
till  the  thifty-firft.  The  admiralty 
had  taken  the  chance  of  finding 
admiral  Colpoys  on  the  Ration 
where  they  expeCted  him  to  have 
been,  off  the  Lizard,  in  cafe  of 
any  adverfe  winds  removing  him 
from  the  French  coaft*  Lord  Brid¬ 
port  had  always  been  not  only  a 
gallant  but  a  fucCefsful  admiral ; 
yet  it  fo  happened,  that,  although 
admiral  Colpoys  had  been  hover¬ 
ing*  with  his  fquadron,  off  Breft,  to 
intercept  the  enemy  upon  their 
leaving  that  harbour,  although  lord 
Bridport  afterwards  proceeded  off 
Cape  Clear  and  the  Irith  coaft  with 
the  fame  delign ;  and  although  the 
Duke  and  the  Majeftic,  with  two 
other  ftiips  of  war,  were  fent  in 
fearch  of  them,  they  were  fo  co¬ 
vered  by  the  fog,  and  protected  by 
fortune,  as  to  efcape  them  all.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread,  had  laid,  that  Ireland  was 
faved  by  the  elements ;  but  he 
thould  have  remembered*  that  the 
fame  wind  which  difperfed  the 
enemy,  prevented  our  fleets  from 
meeting  them. 

[Q2] 
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Mr.  D  undas  confidered  invafion 
as  nothing  but  a  bugbear;  yet  did 
not  with  us  to  relax  in  our  pre¬ 
cautions  on  the  one  hand,  or  to 
defpond  on  the  other.  Exclufivc 
of  bur  naval  forces  in  the  Eaft 
and  Weft  Indies.,  the  North  Seas, 
and  the  Mediterranean,  we  have 
had  fifty  fail  of  the  line  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of. Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
upwards  of  two  hundred  thoufand 
men  under  arms.  Hitherto  both 
the  government  and  force  of  this 
country  had  b^'en  •calumniated ;  he 
hoped  he  had  proved,  fatisfaeforily, 
that  no  blame  was  imputable  to 
the  admiralty,  or  to  the  officers, 
though  he  by  no  means  wiflied  to 
prevent  inquiry  ;  their  conduct, 
he  thought,  could  well  fuftain  the 
•left. 

Mr.  Grey  took  occafion,  from 
■Mr.  Dcmdas’s  bugbear,  to  animad¬ 
vert,  with  great  feveritv,  that  is, 
the  feverity,  not  of  expreftion,  but 
of  truth,  on  the  verlatility  of  minif* 
ters  in  conjuring  up,  and  magnify¬ 
ing,  dangers,  or  in  deriding  real 
dangers  as  phantoms,  juft  as  it 
i'u i ted  their  purpole ;  whether  to 
gain  confidence,  or  provide  for 
their  own  fafety.  He  then  ob- 
ierved,  that  in  the  place  where  an 
attack  of  the  enemy  was  apprehend¬ 
ed,  and  where  it  was  actually  made, 
there  was  neither  a  cavalry  nor  a 
iupplcmentary militia  bill;  inaplace 
where  there  was  no  apprehension 
of  an  attack,,  there  were  both. — 
With  regard  to  the  inftmdtions  lent 
to  lord  Bridport,  to  put  to  lea  im¬ 
mediately,  Why  did  he  not  do  fb, 
when  the  wind  was  fair,  on  the 
twenty- fecond,  twenty-third,  and 
twenty-fourth  of  December?  It  was 
no  excufe  to  fay,  that  his  fquadron 
was  not  ready,  or  that  admiral  Cur¬ 
tis  had  not  returned  from  hi#  cruize: 
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the  admiralty  ought  to  be  im¬ 
peached  for  not  having  a  fleet 
ready  to  fail  on  the  twenty-fecond. 

Mr.  Wyndham  affirmed  it  to  be 
impofiible  to  keep  a  fleet,  for  any 
length  of  time,  in  fuch  a  ftate  of 
preparation  as  to  be  ready  to  fail 
at  a  moment’s  warning,  and  that 
it  would  have  been  rafhnefs  to  have 
fent  lord  Bridport  out  with  an  in¬ 
ferior  fleet,  when  government  did 
not  know  but  that  the  French  were 
out  with  ftxteen  fail  of  the  line* 
He  denied  the  poftibility  of  Cork 
falling  into  their  hands,  even  had 
the  enemy  landed;  -complimented 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fourthern 
parts  of  Ireland  on  their  loyalty;  and 
obferved,  that  it  was  Angular  that 
thofe  very  men  who  were  fuppofed 
the  moft  opprefled,  in  that  kingdom, 
had  manifelted  the  moft  firm  attach¬ 
ment  to  government ;  while  thofe 
in  the  north,  who  were  not  faid  to 
have  any  caufe  of  complaint,  had 
(hewn  a  difpofition  to  infurrection. 
He  thought  this  went  a  good  way 
towards  proving,  that  it  was  poffible 
for  men  to  make  groundless  com¬ 
plaints  againft  thofe  by  whom  they 
were  governed.  He  did  not  ab- 
folutely  charge  the  oppofttion  with 
evil  intentions,  when  they  talked  ol 
thofe  parts  of  his  majefty’s  domi¬ 
nions  moft:  liable  to  attack,  but  he 
wifhed  them  to  recollebl,  that  ob« 
fervations  of  this  kind  partook  of  the 
nature  of  a  two-edged  fword  ;  they 
might  happen  to  convey  informa¬ 
tion  to  the  enemy  what  place  might 
be  moft  fuccefsfully  attacked,  as 
well  as  expofe  the  negligence  of 
minifters.  Mr.  Wyndham  infilled, 
on  the  whole,  with  the  greateft 
confidence,  on  the  impofiibility  ol 
pur  being  invaded,  when  we  were 
in  poftbffion  of  lb  great  a  fuperiority 
of  naval  force. 

Mr- 
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Mr.  Fox,  adverting  find  to  the 
lad  part  of  Mr.  Wyndham’s  fpeech, 
faid,  that,  if  members  of  that  houfe, 
when  they  charged  minifiry  with  neg¬ 
lecting  the  defence  of  the  country, 
were  to  be  confidered  as  holding 
out  an  invitation  to  the  enemy  to 
invade  the  country,  they  had  better, 
at  once,  put  an  end  to  the  forms,  as 
they  had  done  to  the  fubdance,  of 
the  conditution.  The  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  has  talked  of“  two- 
edged  tools."  In  a  ilate  of  war, 
every  complaint  againft  adminidra- 
tion  mud  be  of  the  nature  of  a  two- 
edged  tool.  A  complaint  of  weak- 
nefs  conveys  information  to  the  ene¬ 
my.  To  whom  then  am  I  to  make 
my  complaint  ?  and  to  date  my  opi¬ 
nion  ?  I  with  to  know  whether  mi¬ 
ll  iders  are  the  only  perfons  to  be 
permitted  to  give  advice  ?  If  what 
I  hear  be  true,  Ireland  is,  at  this 
moment,  more  difcontented  than  be¬ 
fore  the  attempt  of  an  invafion. 
I  fup pole  I  fiiali  now  be  told,  that 
I  am  holding:  out  an  invitation  to 
the  French.  No,  fir,  I  am  not  in¬ 
viting  the  French :  I  am  inviting 
his  majefiy’s  minifters  to  take  mea- 
fures  for  removing  that  difcontent 
which  the  enemy  may  regard  as  an 
invitation.  But  we  find  that  Ireland 
is  divided  into  two  parts :  the  con¬ 
tented  and  difcontented.  Upon  that 
fubjedt  we, fhall  hear  more  in  future  : 
but  let  not  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  who  fpoke  lad,  date  his 
opinion  as  ours.  I  have  laid,  that 
the  Catholics  were  in  a  date  of  un- 
jud  exclufion ;  but  I  never  have 
faid,  that  the  protedants  had  no 
reafon  for  complaint,  and  that  they 
were  not  excluded  from  the  eflence 
and  fubftance  of  the  Britifii  confu¬ 
tation.  But,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  fays,  "  may  not  men  have 
wnreafonable  grounds  of  complaint 


Yes  :  but  that  is  no  reafon  for  not  re¬ 
moving  their  juft  grounds  ot  com¬ 
plaint.  Mr.  Fox  ridiculed  the  le- 
cretary  of  war’s  quedion,  how  could 
we  pofiibly  be  invaded,  having  a  hi- 
perior  naval  force?  when  the  fub- 
ject  propofed  for  inquiry  was,  how 
we  came  actually  to  be  invaded  ? 
Without  exprefling  difiatisfaCtion 
at  the  conduct  of  admiral  Colpoys, 
he  faid,  we  ought  t.o  have  had  a 
fecond  fleet  at  home,  ready  to  tail 
from  Portfmouth,  as  foon  as  news 
of  the  French  fleet  ' reached  ’ Eng¬ 
land. 

Mr.  Sturt  faid,  that  the  repeated 
inful ts  offered  to  our  coafts  fully 
judified  the  inquiry  moved  for.  He 
afferted,  that  admiral  Col poys’s  fliip, 
notwithdanding  the  pofitiv.e  affer- 
tion  of  Mr.  Dundas  to  the  contrary, 
did,  in  fadt,  come  into  port,  for  lack 
of  provilions;  particularly  of  fuel, 
which  was  as  bad  as  any  want : 
for,  he  did  not  think  that  the  trea- 
furer  to  the  navy  would  like  raw- 
beef  any  more  than  the  failors.  But 
he  was  adon iflied  at  nothing  that 
this  gentleman  affirmed  :  To  great 
was  his  boldnefs,  confidence,  and 
aflurance.  His  whole  ftatement  of 
the  fecurity  of  Ireland  was  a  md- 
datement ;  in  proof  of  which  he 
fead  a  letter.  He  hoped  in  God 
he  would  not  much  longer  have  the 
direction  of  naval  or  other  affairs, 
“  He  might  wriggle  and  grin,  [Mr. 
Dundas  (hewing  fymptdms  of  un- 
eadnefs]  and  twift  and  tofs'his  head 
about  as  much  as  he  pleafed,  but 
he  hoped  it  would  foon  be  twiftecl 
lom e where  elfe.” 

Mr.  Pitt,  after  applauding  and 
confirming  all  that  had  been  ad¬ 
vanced  by  Mr.  Dundas,  than  which 
he  thought  there  was  nothing  more 
neceffary  to  be  urged  in  the  pre¬ 
terit  quedion,  obferved,  that  the  ge- 
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neral  queffion  was  this,  whether  or 
not  fufficient  preparations  were 
made  by  the  admiralty  to  be  ready 
againft  any  poffible  expedition, 
which  might  be  fitted  out  in  the 
ports  of  France?  It  was  admitted, 
be  laid,  that  either  Portugal  or 
Ireland  was  the  point  of  attack : 
the  one,  our  faithful  ally ;  the  other, 
as  dear  to  us  as  Great  Britain  itfelf. 
What  was  the  nature  of  our  pre¬ 
paration  }  Why,  we  had  our  fleet 
actually  watching  the  enemy  on 
their  coaffs,  and  ready  to  follow 
them  wherever  they  might  go,  in 
cafe  the  weather  had  permitted  that 
we  could  have  known  their  direc¬ 
tion  ;  and  we  had  another  fleet  in 
fuch  a  forward  flate  of  prepartion, 
as  fo  have  been  ready  to  have  fail¬ 
ed  in  five  days  after  we  knew  that 
the  Brefl  fleet  had  failed,  had  the 
wind  been  fair.  Had  either  one  fleet 
or  the  other  beeiv  fo  fortunate  as  to 
have  met  the  enemy,  what  prodigies 
of  valour  might  we  not  have  expell¬ 
ed?  In  refpeCt  to  the  navy  of 
Great  Britain,  it  ought  to  be  re¬ 
collected,  how  many  and  various 
objeCls,  and  what  rich  and  im¬ 
portant  pofleflions,  it  had  to  pro¬ 
tect.  This  circumflance  muft  lelfen 
our  fuperiori ty  in  fome  points,  ef- 
pecially,  when  the  enemy  had,  fo 
lately,  been  reinforced  by  the  fleets 
of  Spain,  What  more  could  be 
done  than  to  have  one  fleet  on  the 
French  eoafls,  and  another  ready 
for  fea  ?  Having  no  pofitive  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  deftination  of  the  enemy’s 
fleet,  occafioned  by  the  mere  cir- 
cumftaiice  of  fogs  and  tempeftuous 
weather,  was  it  extraordinary  that 
we  fiioujd  have  been  fo  long  in  the 
dark,  and  unable  to  find  out  their 
place  of  rendezvous,  when  the 
French  admiral  and  general  Hoche, 
who  were  in  pdflefflon  of  the  fecret. 


and  failed  in  the  fame  expedition, 
as  well  as  other  captains  of  the  fleet, 
had,  from  the  fame  caufes  of  weather, 
never  been  able  even  to  join  it. 
Admiral  Colpoys  fleet  was  in  a 
flate  and  condition  to  follow  the 
enemy,  and  the  papers  offered  to 
be  produced  wrould  prove  it.  Mr. 
Pitt  concluded  his  fpeech,  on  this 
occaflon,  by  complaining  of  Mr. 
Fox’s  manner  of  fpeaking,  concern¬ 
ing  Ireland,  which  he  conlidered  as 
violent  and  inflammatory.  On  a 
divifion  of  the  houfe,  on  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread’s  motion,  the  previous  ques¬ 
tion,  againfl  it,  was  carried  by  20 1 
againft  62. 

On  the  fame  fubjeCt,  a  motion 
was  made,  on  March  16,  in  the 
houfe  of  peers,  by  the  earl  of 
Albemarle.  Before  he  proceeded, 
however,  he  aflured  the  houfe,  that 
he  did  noc  mean  to  offer,  or  even 
hint,  the  fmailefl  difrefpeCt,  either 
to  any  of  the  gallant  officers  em¬ 
ployed  in  any  of  our  fleets,  or  to 
the  admiralty.  The  only  object  he 
had  in  view  was,  an  inquiry.  It 
was  the  univerfal  opinion  that  blame 
lay  fomevvhere.  It  was  only  ne- 
ceflary  for  him  to  remind  their  lord- 
fliips,  that  mini fters  muff  have  been- 
informed,  even  long  before  the 
meeting  of  the  prefent  parliament, 
that  an  invafion,  of  either  Ireland 
or  this  country,  or  both,  was  in¬ 
tended.  Why,  then,  was  no  fleet 
of  ours  flationed  on  the  coaft  of 
Ireland  for  its  protection  ?  This 
queftion  appeared  to  him  to  be  of 
flill  greater  importance,  from  what 
had  fallen  from  the  firft  lord  of  the 
admiralty,  who  had  declared,  his 
belief,  “  that  if  the  thing  was  to  be 
done  over  again.”  Lord  Albemarle 
then  entered  into  a  circumffantial 
review  of  the  whole  proceedings  of 
the  enemies  of  our  own  fleets.  The 

following 
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following  are  the  the  mod  (Inking 
of  his  obfervations  and  arguments. 
On  the  twentieth  of  December, 
news  arrived,  in  England,  of  the 
French  fleet  having  left  Brefl ;  on 
the  twenty-fecond,  orders  were  fent 
to  lord  Bridport  to  fail  immediately, 
with  the  fleet  under  his  command  : 
and,  by  a  letter  from  his  lordfliip 
to  the  admiralty,  then  on  the  table, 
it  appeared,  that  lord  Bridport 
could  not  fail  till  the  twenty-fifth, 
on  account  of  fome  of  the  (hips  of 
his  fquadron  not  being  ready.  He 
arrived,  however,  with  his  fquadron, 
feventeen  fail  of  the  line,  and  lome 
frigates.  The  French  fleet  confifb 
ed  of  eighteen  fail  of  the  line,  fe- 
veral  frigates,  and  numerous  tranf- 
ports,  all  full  of  troops.  Lord  Brid¬ 
port,  after  cruizing  in  queft  of  the 
enemy,  finally  returned  to  port, 
without  having  fallen  in  with,  or 
feen,  a  Angle  (hip  of  the  enemy. 
The  French  fleet  had  remained  at 
anchor,  in  Bantry-bay,  fome  of  them 
during  a  period  of  eleven  or  twelve 
days.  On  account  of  adverfe  winds, 
and  very  (lormy  weather,  the-great- 
ed  part  of  it  was  difperfed :  but 
had  a  force  of  only  five  or  fix 
thoufand  men  been  able  to  effedt 
a  landing,  it  was  very  probable, 
from  the  internal  (late  of  Ireland 
at  the  time,  that  Cork,  with  all  its 
Bores  and  provifions,  mud  have 
fallen  into  their  hands.  The  earl 
of  Albemarle  faid,  that  he  had  no 
doubt  of  the  great  anxiety  of  lord 
Bridport  to  fail  as  fpeedily  as  pof- 
fible.  He  had  been  told,  however, 
that  our  fleet  was  never  known  to 
have  carried  fo  little  fail :  from 
whence  he  could  not  but  fuppole, 
that  this  mode  of  failing  down  the 
channel  was  adopted  in  confequence 
of  orders  received  from  the  admi¬ 
ralty.  If  fufficient  fail  had  been 
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carried,  lord  Bridport  might  have 
been  off  Bantry-bay  two  days  fooner 
than  he  was.  Another  thing,  which 
appeared  very  extraordinary,  was, 
that  after  the  noble  admiral  had 
found  that  the  whole  of  the  enemy’* 
fleet  had  left  the  Irifli  coad,  he  dill 
continued  to  cruize  off  Bantry-bay, 
during  a  day  and  a  half,  before  he^ 
proceeded  any  where  in  qued  of 
them.  Lord  Albemarle  then  ad¬ 
verted  to  the  fituation  of  the  fleet 
under  admiral  Colpoys:  many  of 
whofe  (hips  were  in  great  want  of 
thofe  elfential  articles  on  (hip-board 
water  and  fuel.  When  the  fog 
cleared  away,  and  it  w'as  di (cove red 
that  the  French  armament  had  fet 
(ail,  admiral  Colpoys  had  immediate¬ 
ly  failed,  with  his  fquadron,  for  the 
Lizard,  as  the  mod  likely  place  for 
gaining  intelligence  of  the  enemy  : 
but,  when  he  came  thither,  he  found 
fevered  of  his  (hips  fo  much  in  want 
of  effential  neceffaries,  and  the 
weather  fuch  that  he  could  not  pro¬ 
vide  them  froms  other ;  and,  after 
fending  away  fird  one  and  then  an¬ 
other,  had  aftewards  found  it  mod 
advifable  to  return  with  the  whole. 
And,  he  abtually  arrived  in  port  on 
the  very  day  that  lord  Bridport 
failed,  It  appeared  very  drange, 
that  lord  Bridport  had  not,  much 
fooner  than  the  twenty-fecond  of 
December,  been  ordered  qut,  yvith 
a  fleet  diffident  to  have  re  placed  all 
thofe  (hips,  under  admiral  Colpoys, 
which  were  in  want  of  neceflaries, 
and  taken  the  red  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  to  have  continued  on  that 
dating,  while  other  (hips  were  fent 
out  to  him  as  they  could  have  got 
ready.  It  was  clear,  from  the 
whole  face  of  the  iranfa6tions  that 
had  palled,  that,  if  admiral  Colpoys 
had  found  his  fleet  in  a  (uitablq  con¬ 
dition  to  have  proceeded  directly 
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to  Ireland,  be  muft  have  fallen  in 
with  the  French  ;  and  what  account 
he  would  have  given  of  them,  in 
fuch  an  event,  no  body  would  be 
at  a  lots  to  guefs.  Had  lord  Brid- 
port  failed,  even  with  nine  fail  of 
the  line,  when  he  firft  received 
orders  fo  to  do,  nothing  could  have 
prevented  his  falling  in  with  a  very 
great  part  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  and, 
thereby,  totally  annihilating  all  their 
hopes  of  any  fuccefsful  attempt  at 
invafion,  The  earl  of  Albemarle 
concluded  with  exprefling  his  firm 
perfuaflon,  that  the  facts  to  which 
he  alluded,  and  the  particulars  he 
had  mentioned,  were  amply  fuffi- 
cient  to  induce  their  Iprdlhips  to 
enter  on  the  inquiry  he  was  about 
to  propofe.  He  fliould,  therefore, 
move,  {<  that  a  committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  meafures 
which  had  been  taken  bv  govern- 
ment  for  the  naval  defence  of  Ire¬ 
land  when  an  invafion  was  at¬ 
tempted.” 

The  earl  Spencer  faid,  it  was  im- 
poflible  for  any  government  to  ob¬ 
tain,  at  all  times,  correct  informa¬ 
tion  refpedting  the  plans  and  defigns 
of  an  enemy.  In  the  prefent  m- 
jflance,  the  admiralty  had  abted  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  belt  of  their  infor¬ 
mation.  With  refpebt  to  admiral 
Colpoys  fquadron  being  long  at  fea, 
he  confefled,  that  be  was  friendly  to 
thefyftem  of  making  fleets  frequently 
change  their  flation  ;  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  however,  the  fquadron,  under 
the  command  of  that  gallant  admiral, 
had  been  kept  out  of  port  longer 
than  ufual,  in  confequence  of  fir 
Roger  Curtis,  who  had  gone  in 
queft  of  admiral  Richery,  and  who 
was  to  fucceed  admiral  Colpoys  on 
the  Bred  flation,  being  a  fortnight 
later  of  arriving  in  port  than  was 
expelled.  He  affirmed,  however. 


that  that  fleet  was  not  forced  fa 
come  into  port  by  a  want  of  necef- 
faries,  but  that  it  was  driven  up  the 
channel  by  tempefluous  weather. 
After  the  French  fleet  had  eluded 
the  vigilance  of  admiral  Colpoys, 
to  whom  he  wifhed  to  give  every 
degree  of  credit,  for  his  active  and 
enterprizing  fer vices  on  his  flation, 
he  had  adopted  the  wife  ft  courfe  it 
was  poflible  for  him  to  take.  His 
lordfhip  next  proceeded  to  vindicate 
the  conduct  of  the  fleet  under  lord 
Bridport.  As  foon  as  the  admiralty 
received  intelligence  of  the  failing 
of  the  French  fleet,  orders  were 
fent  lord  Bridport  to  prepare  for  fea, 
with  all  poflible  expedition.  The 
flflps  under  his  command,  how¬ 
ever,  could  not  be  got  ready  till 
the  twenty-fifth  of  December,  five 
days  after  the  date  of  the  order. 
The  earl  Spencer  read  extracts 
from  feveral  letters  from  fir  Peter 
Parker,  the  port-admiral  at  S pithead, 
the  fubflance  of  which  was,  that  the 
flflps,  deftined  to  joined  lord  Brid¬ 
port,  at  St.  Helen’s,  could  not  fail 
on  account  of  the  adverfe  winds. 
From  all  thefe  circumftanc.es,  it  fo 
happened,  that  lord  Bridport  could 
not  put  to  fea  till  the  third  of  Janu¬ 
ary ;  and  it  fo  happened,  alfo, 
that  the  enemy  eluded  Ids  vigilance; 
he  could  by  no  means  allow,  how¬ 
ever,  that  Ireland  owed  its  fafety 
to  the  winds ;'on  the  contrary,  it 
was  the  winds,  and  the  winds  only, 
that  prevented  the  French  fleet 
from  being  deftroyed,  either  by 
admiral  Colpoys  or"  lord  Bridport. 
Having  entered  into  this  explana¬ 
tion,  lie  was  perfuaded  their  Iord- 
fhips  would  confider  the  paper  upon 
their  table  as  fuperceding  the  necef- 
fi ty  of  any  inqu iry.  He  fliould  there¬ 
fore  give  his  decided  negative  to  the 
motion  of  the  noble  lord. 


The 
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The  earl  of  Carlifle  did  not  think 
that  the  { elected  documents  on  the  ta¬ 
ble  could  communicate  the  Tatif- 
fadtion  which  was  required.  He  la¬ 
mented  that  minifters  had  not  come 
forward  with  them  fooner,  and  offer 
their  exnlanations  when  it  might- 

I  ^  o 

have  been  poffible  to  collect  infor¬ 
mation  from  other  fources,  and  efpe- 
cially  when  they  had  an  opportunity 
of  hearing  what  the  noble  lord  who 
commanded  the  fleet  knew  on  the 
fubjecl.  He  wiflied  to  have  it  fatif- 
faCtorily  explained,  wrhy  mini  Iters, 
when  they  had  information  of  the 
preparations  made  by  the  enemy  and 
the  failing  of  the  Breft  fleet,  had  not 
provided  a  force,  under  lord  Brid- 
port,  (efficiently  ftrong  to  have  been 
fuperior  to  the  confequences  of  two 
fliips  (the  Prince  and  the  Sanfpareil) 
running  foul  of  one  another,  and 
which  would  have  guarded  againft 
the  delay  which  fuch  accidents  had 
oeca  honed  ?  He  wifned  like  wife  to 
know  why  it  was  four  days  before 
the  fleet  was  readv  to  fail,  after  the 
news  of  the  French  fleet  being  at 
fea  had  arrived?  Why,  too,  minifters 
had  not  given  admiral  Colpoys  fpe- 
cific  orders  to  make  Ireland  the  chief 
object  of  his  regard?  It  was  the  duty 
of  minifters  to  watch  over  the  falety 
of  Ireland  with  the  fame  care  which 
was  demanded  for  the  fafety  of 
Great  Britain.  When  they  knew 
the  defigns  of  the  enemy  to  be 
pointed  againft  that  country,  why 
was  not  admiral  Colpoys  fent  diredt- 
Iy  for  its  defence?  Had  they  given 
fuch  a  pofttive  order  to  admiral  Col¬ 
poys,  there  would  have  been  no  oc¬ 
casion  for  any  delay  in  lord  Brid- 
port’s  failing;  becaufe,  in  proceed¬ 
ing  directly  to  Ireland  with  the  force 
he  could  multer,  he  mufthave  fallen 
in  with  fome  of  admiral  Colpoys’s 
fquadron,  which  would  have  en- 
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abled  him  to  face  the  French  with, 
complete  (uccefs.  Even  after  admira 
Colpoys's  return,  why  were  not  fuch 
fliips  as  wete  fit  for  fervice  again  fent 
out  to  re-enforce  lord  B  rid  port?  The 
marquis  of  Abercorn,  after  feverely 
arraigning  the  total  negligence  of 
minifters  to  take  any  meafures  for 
the  defence  of  Ireland,  (aid,  that,  in 
order  to  eflablitli  the  juftiftcation  of 
minifters,  the  papers  on  their  lord- 
fhip’s  table  ought  to  have  proved 
four  points:  that  this  country  had  a 
fufficient  fleet,  ready  for  fea;  that 
admiral  Colpoys’s  fleet  was  fuf- 
ficiently  ftrong  to  keep  the  fea;  that 
admiral  Colpoys  was  fufficieiitly 
provided  with  (tores  and  provifiohs; 
and  that  he  had  received  particular 
orders  to  turn  his  attention  to  Ire¬ 
land,  and  to  proceed  to  that  ifland, 
as  toon  as  he  (houid  have  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence  that  the  French 
fleet  had  (ailed.  None  of  thefe 
points,  however,  appeared  from  the 
papers.  On  the  contrary,  it  was 
proved,  that  admiral  Colpoys’s  fleet 
had  been  too  long  at  fea;  that  it 
was  not  efficiently  provided  with 
/lores  and  provifions ;  and,  above 
all,  that  no  particular  attention  had 
been  paid  to  Ireland,  nor  any  posi¬ 
tive  orders  given  to  admiral  Colpoys 
to  make  its  fafety  his  principal  ob¬ 
ject.  Under  fuch  circumftances, 
the  marquis  could  have  no  hefltatioii 
to  vote  for  the  inquiry. 

The  earl  Spencer,  with  refpecl  to 
admiral  Colpoys,  would  6nly  fay, 
that  if  his  fleet,  together  with  that  of 
lord  Bridport,  had  gone  to  Ireland, 
the  channel  would  have  been  left 
open  to  the  Dutch-fleet.  One  of  the 
caufesoflord  Bridport’s  fleet  not  hav¬ 
ing  been  ready  in  time  was,  the 
damage  which  leveral  fliips  fuftain- 
ed  in  a  hard  gale  of  wind  in  the 
channel. 


The 
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The  earl  of  Moira  confidered  the 
real  point  in  queftion  to  be,  why  ad¬ 
miral  Colpoys  had  not  received  or¬ 
ders  to  proceed  to  Ireland,  as  foon 
as  he  received  information  that  the 
French  fleet  had  failed.  A  noble 
earl  (Spencer)  had  contended  that, 
from  the  ma(s  of  intelligence  which 
mini  hers  received,  it  was  impoffible 
to  decide  on  the  real  objeCt  of  the 
enemy’s  expedition.  But  did  not 
the  noble  earl  know,  that  it  was  the 
province  of  talents  and  ability  to  de¬ 
duce  caufes  and  confequences  from 
the  materials  with  which  they  might 
be  furnifhed,  and  that  on  fuch  occa- 
fions  only  true  fagacity  was  to  be 
difcovered?  He  had  been  at  Dublin 
when  the  preparations  of  the 
enemy  were  going  on,  and  the  arms, 
ffores,  and  other  articles  with  which 
they  were  provided,  demonflrated 
the  real  point  of  their  deflination. 
That  their  defign  was  to  furnifh  the 
difcontented  in  Ireland  with  arms 
was  evident.  But  if  the  bell  means 
of  fecuring  Ireland  bad  not  been 
taken,  this  did  not  affect  the  admi¬ 
ralty  exclufively,  but  the  adminifira- 
tion  in  general.  He  fhould  vote  for 
the  inquiry  in  the  hope  that  thehoufe 
would  proceed  farther,  (hew  to 
whom  the  difaflers  of  the  war  were 
to  be  attributed,  and  why  miniflers 
did  not  feize  and  improve  the  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunities  which  were 
prefented. 

The  earl  of  Liverpool  maintained 
that  a  channel  fleet,  equal  to  that  of 
the  enemy,  had  always  been  deemed 
fufficient  for  our  defence.  Such 
was  the  underflanding  in  the  lad  and 
all  our  former  wars.  That  the  fleet 
binder  admiral  Colpoys  was  fitted  to 
face  the  enemy’s  was  a  point  that 
did  not  feem  to  be  much  difputed. 
As  to  the  place  to  which  he  was  to 
diredt  his  force,  he  begged  leave  to 


fay,  that  it  was  not  intended  for  the 
defence  of  Ireland  exclufively,  but 
for  every  part  of  his  majefty’s  Euro 
pean  dominions.  With  regard  to 
the  queftion,  where  the  fleet  could  be 
beft  dationed  for  general  defence,  he 
maintained  (hat  it  had  aCiually  been 
dationed  in  a  place  and  fituation 
where  it  could  operate  to  the  beft 
advantage  for  the  defence  of  this 
nation,  and  was  in  readinefs  to  come 
to  the  defence  of  Ireland,  as  foon  as 
that  of  any  other  part.  Admiral 
Colpoys  had  orders  to  intercept  the 
enemy’s  fleet  going  to  any  part  of 
the  world,  and  although  it  appear¬ 
ed  doubtful,  at  that  time,  whether 
they  were  intended  for  Ireland  or 
Portugal,  was  it  podible  to  imagine, 
that  if  admiral  Colpoys  thoughtthey 
were  going  to  Ireland,  he  had  fuch 
orders  as  did  not  leave  him  at  liberty 
to  follow  them  to  Ireland?  The  ad* 
miral,  viewing  all  circumftances, 
formed  the  refolution  of  remaining 
on  his  ffation.  From  all  the  infor¬ 
mation  he  had,  the  admiral  was 
right  in  fo  doing:  and  all  that  hap¬ 
pened  to  difappoint  his  hopes  and 
expectations  was  owing  to  the 
wind. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  confeffed 
that  he  was  but  little  (atisfied  with 
the  confolation  held  out  by  the  no¬ 
ble  earl,  who  fpoke  laft,  that  it  was 
always  held  fufficient  in  former  wars 
for  us  to  equal  the  enemy  with  a 
channel  fleet;  thereby  infinuating 
that  it  would  be  fufficient  for  us  to 
do  fo  in  this.  Such  doflrine  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  to  be  but  frigid  conlo- 
latiop,  after  the  repeated  affertions 
which  had  been  made,  that  we  had 
almofi:  annihilated  the  maritime 
power  of  France.  It  had  been  faid, 
that  at  the  time  the  armament  was 
preparing  at  Breft,  it  was  uncertain 
whether  it  was  intended  for  Ireland 

or 
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or  for  Portugal,  and  that  the  chance 
was  equal.  Now  he  would  afk, 
whether,  fuppofing  the  chance  to  be 
equal,  there  was  a  man  in  this  world 
who  thought  it  would  be  wife  in  us 
to  put  Portugal  in  the  fcale  again# 
Ireland?  Whether  there  was  a  man 
upon  earth  rath  enough  to  put  t'hefe 
two  chances  upon  an  equality. 
With  regard  to  the  intereft  of  this 
countryin  thwarting  the  expedition, 
admiral  Colpoys,  he  had  no  doubt, 
•acted  well,  according  to  the  infor¬ 
mation  and  infrrudtions  he  received; 
but  he  muft  contend,  that,  from  the 
information  which  minifters  recei¬ 
ved,  he  ought  to  have  had  pofitive 
orders  to  fail  to  Ireland  :  and  here  it 
was  notorious,  from  the  documents 
which  minifters  themfelves  had  laid 
upon  the  table,  that  this  fleet  ought 
to  have  been  in  Ireland  when  the 
French  were  there;  for  minifters 
bad  early  information  of  the  Brett 
fleet  being  to  fail,  and  probably,  at 
lead  that  they  were  deftined  for 
Ireland;  indeed  they  could  not  even 
deny  that  they  had  information,  or 
that  they  ought  to  have  had  it,  con- 
fidering  the  vaft  fums  of  money  that 
they  were  allowed  for  obtaining  in¬ 
telligence,  They  might  have  j  udg- 
ed,  they  ought,  indeed,  to  have 
known,  from  the  arms  that  were  on 
board,  and  from  the  nature  ofThe 
equipment,  that  it  was  deftinedffor 
Ireland. 

Lord  Flood  exprefied  his  con¬ 
viction,  that  the  motion,  if  adopted 
by  their  lordfhips,  could  be  of  no 
fervice,  but,  would  do  mifchief. 
Fie  was  convinced  that  every  poffi- 
ble  meafure  had  been  adopted,  du¬ 
ring  the  courfe  of  the  war,  by  the  na¬ 
val  department,  for  the  good  of  the 
nation.  Fie  faid,  that,  while  his 
mental  faculties,  fuch  as  they  were, 
Continued,  he  fliouldhave  been  glad 
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to  ferve  in  the  prefent  ju#  and  ne- 
ceflary  war,  if  he  had  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  do  fo. 

Lord  Auckland  could  fee  no  rea- 
fon  for  confidering  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  as  a 
mifcarriage  on  our  part.  The  ad¬ 
vantage  was  all  on  our  fide.  The 
enemy  had  failed  in  their  expe¬ 
dition,  and  loft  one-fourth  of  their 
fliips,  and  nearly  five  thoufand  of 
their  men. 

The  earl  of  Guildford  obferved, 
that  fome  fort  of  inquiry  had  been 
judged  to  be  neceffary  even  by  ad- 
miniftration :  for  no  fooner  had  the 
fubje<ft  been  mentioned  in  the  houfe, 
than  the  noble  lord,  at  the  head  of 
the  admiralty,  was  ready  to  produce 
the  papers  that  had  been  laid  on  the 
table.  That  tbefe  had  been  garbled, 
he  would  not  fay  ;  but  he  would  at 
lea#  contend  that,  for  the  purpofe  of 
conveying  information,  they  had 
been  very  badly  feledted.  He  could 
not  find,  in  thofe  papers,  any  good 
realon  for  admiral  Colpoys  being 
kept  fo  Jong  at  fea.  With  refpect 
to  the  real  de  ft  i  nation  of  the  Brell 
fleet,  the  minifters  were,  he  be¬ 
lieved,  the  only  perfons  who  enter¬ 
tained  any  doubt.  He  concluded 
with  obferving,  that,  unlefs  their 
lordfhips  felt  the  propriety  of  the  in¬ 
quiry  propofed,  themfelves,  from  the 
papers  themfelves,  and  the  fpeecb  of 
the  noble  earl  at  the  had  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  nothing  that  could  be  faid 
on  the  fubjeCl,  could  have  any  effect 
on  their  lordffip’s  minds. 

Lord  Grenville,  after  declaring 
the  harmony  and  concert  that  fo 
happily  reigned  among  the  miniftry, 
and  the  (hare  he  himlelf  had  taken 
in  the  tranfadtion  in  queftion,  and 
his  readinefs  to  take  alio  his  fliare  of 
refponfibility  attached  to  it,  com¬ 
plained,  that  whenever  any  ^xbe- 

ditioi} 
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dition  failed/  the  whole  blame  was 
thrown  upon  rniniffers,  without 
/lopping  to  afcertain,  whether  they 
were,  in  fact,  guilty.  It  was  fup¬ 
pofed,  that  they  could,  at  pleafnre, 
command  the  winds  and  waves,  and 
fend  a  fleet  up  or  down  the  chan¬ 
nel  at  a  moment’s  warning.  It  had 
been  reprefented,  though  without 
Jofs  on  our  part,  as  a  national  dif- 
grace:  yet  whatever  failure  there 
was,  it  was  on  the  tide  of  the  ene¬ 
my;  who  had  loft,  in  all,  he  be- 
lived,  eleven  armed  vetfels.  It 
might  have  been  fuppofed,  from  the 
manner  in  which  fome  noble  lords 
had  fpoken,  that  this  was  a  com¬ 
plete  triumph  of  the  French  fleet 
over  ours:  whereas,  in  fact,  their  only 
boaft  was,  that  they  had  t ucceede  1 
in  efeaping  from  our  fleet.  When, 
before  the  adminiftration  of  the  pre- 
fent  miniftry,  would  the  French 
have  condetcended  to  make  fuch  a 
. boaft?  When,  before  the  exiflence 
of  the  prefent  miniftry,  would  they 
not  have  eonfidered  it  as  a  difgrace? 
JVoble  lords  had  complimented 
miniftry  juftly,  though  uninten¬ 
tionally.  **  You  have  not,  faid  he, 
been  able  to  catch  this  miferable 
wreck  of  a  French  fleet.”  Who, 
exclaimed  lord  Grenville,  made  it  a 
wreck?  The  prefent  government. 
In  no  former  adminiftration,  he  ob- 
ferved,  had  this  country  ever  been 
able  to  keep  two  fleets  in  the  chan¬ 
nel  ;  each  of  them  equal  to  that  of 
the  French  :  the  one  ready  for  fail¬ 
ing,  the  other  blocking  up  Brett. 
But  if  noble  lords  fuppofed,  that  be- 
caufe  our  fleet  was  fuperior,  the 
enemy,  if  the  adminiftration  had 
directed  it  properly,  could  not  have 
got  to  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  he  would 
refer  them  to  two  inftances — one  in 
1689,  in  which  year  the  French 


landed  in  Ireland,  notwitkfianding 
that  lord  To  rrington  was  at  fea- 
witli  a  formidable  fleet:  and,  one  in 
the  fucceeding  year,  when  the  fame 
attempt  was  made  with  fuccefs,  al¬ 
though  admiral  Ruflel  did  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  prevent  it. 
As  to  Ireland,  lord  Grenville  was 
ready  to  allow,  that  its  defence,  as 
well  as  that  of  England,  depended 
on  the  fleet :  but  the  internal  ftate 
of  Ireland,  notwithflanding  all  that 
had  been  alleged,  he  had  the  fatif- 
faction  to  aflfure  their  lor  dihips,  was 
by  no  means  fuch  as  to  render  fuch 
an  invafion  at  all  alarming.  The 
French  affe&ed  to  have  fome  hopes 
of  being  joined  in  Ireland  ;  but  the 
event  fhewed  how  much  they  were 
miflaken.  This  was  a  convincing 
argument  in  anfvver  to  thofe  who 
declaimed  on  the  difeontents  in  Ire¬ 
land,  and  would,  he  hoped,  prevent 
or  be  recollected  in  all  future  dif- 
cuflions  on  that  fubjeCt.  He  begged 
leave,  in  juftice  to  his  maje fly’s 
miniflers,  to  bring  to  their  lord- 
111 ip’s  recollection,  the  different  in¬ 
ftances  in  which  the  naval  under¬ 
takings  of  the  French  had,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  been  de¬ 
feated.  The  fhameful  and  cow¬ 
ardly  conduct  of  Richery,  after  ho 
left  Toulon,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  avoided  the  Britifh  fqua- 
dron  till  he  was  flrengthened  by 
the  acceflion  of  a  Britifh  fleet;  the 
event  of  the  firft  of  June,  one  of  the 
molt  memorable  in  the  hiflory  of 
nautical  affairs ;  and  the  late  de- 
eifive  victory,  were  evidence  on 
which  the  defence  of  the  country 
particularly  depended.  Whatever 
we  might  feel  for  the  mifearriage  of 
the  undertakings  of  our  allies  on  the 
continent,  in  our  naval  under- 
s  there  was  nothing  but  tri¬ 
umph. 
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ttmph.  In  the  continental  mif- 
carriage  we  had,  indeed,  fuffered 
fome  pecuniary  lofs,  which  could  be 
eafily  repaired  :  and  he  was  fo  far 
from  regretting  what  had  been  thus 
expended,  that  were  it  poilible  to 
recall  what  was  palled,  he  would 
vote  for  the  abidance  that  had 
been  actually  given  over  again. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  faid, 
that  in  Ireland  it  had  been  a  preju¬ 
dice  to  reprefentthe  government  of 
this  country,  as  carelefs  of  the  filler 
kingdom.  At  prefent  a  new  dif- 
content  had  arifen,  and  gentlemen 
who  were  in  the  habit  of  correlpond- 
ing  with  Ireland,  knew  very  well, 
that  they  who  had  formerly  taken 
the  part  of  the  government,  were 
now  forced  to  acknowdedge  that 
Ireland  had  been  negle&ed.  Ap¬ 
plications  had  been  made  from 
thence  for  protection;  and  it  muft 
be  con  felled  that  country  had 
been  abandoned  by  England.— 
Minifters  had  pledged  to  keep  up 
a  great  land  force  in  Ireland, 
which  they  had  withdrawn.  In 
the  laft  war,  a  pledge  had  been 
made,  that  a  naval  force  Ihould,  in 
all  future  wars,  be  kept  off  the  Irilh 
coaft  ;  and  were  he  minifter  now, 
he  fnould  think  it  neceilary  to  ftation 
-  -a  fleet  in  the  Cove  of  Cork  imme¬ 
diately.  An  inquiry  could  not  but 
.be  fatisfadtory  in  every  point  of 
view ;  fatisfadlory  to  admiral  Col¬ 
poys,  to  lord  Bridport,  and  to  the 
profellion  at  large.  There  were> 
befides,  other  perfons  concerned 
in  the  inquiry ;  the  admiralty,  the 
com  miffioners  of  accounts,  and  other 
inferior  boards.  It  would  not  im¬ 
pede,  but  accelerate  operations 
Minifters,  indeed,  had  (hewn  fome 
confcioufnefs  of  the  neceffity  of  a 
mock  inquiry  at  leaft,  by  their  pro¬ 
ducing  papers;  and  the  firft  thing 
io  be  remarked  on  thefe  papers 
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was  the  notorious  want  of  intelli¬ 
gence.  The  noble  earl  had  faid, 
that  he  would  reftgn  when  he  could 
find  a  perfon  daring  enough  to  con* 
tend  againft  the  winds.  vVhat  the 
public  wanted  was,  not  a  man  who 
could  govern  againft  the  winds  and 
waves,  but  one  who  would  govern 
with  them  :  this  was  the  cafe  in  the 
prefent  inftance.  The  wind  had  been 
favourable;  and  all  that  had  been 
wanting,  was  an  admiralty  capable 
of  making  ufe  of  it.  On  the  16th  of 
December,  admiral  Colpoys  receiv¬ 
ed  intelligence  of  the  French  having 
failed,  the  wind  continued  fair,  and 
if  he  had  proper  orders,  he  would 
have  been  off  the  Irifli  coa ft.  Elad 
the  fliips  under  lord  Bridport  been 
ready,  the  wind  would  ftill  have 
been  fair.  The  noble  earl  had 
talked  of  long  nights;  was  it  fo 
great  a  reach  of  forefight  to  know 
that  there  were  long  nights  in  De¬ 
cember?  But  the  French  fleet,  it 
feemed,  might  have  gone  up  the 
channel.  In  the  firft  place,  the 
wind  was  againft  them  ;  but  if  they 
had,  what  would  have  been  the 
cafe?  They  would  have  been  under 
lock  and  key.  The  remainder  of 
the  fubjedl  lay  in  a  very  fmali  com* 
pafs ;  it  turned  upon  two  points. 
Why  were  not  orders  given  to  ad¬ 
miral  Colpoys  to  go  off  Cape  Clear? 
And  why  were  not  more  lhip.s kept 
ready  at  Portfmouth  ? 

The  earl  Fitzwilliam  faid,  that 
where  there  had  been  blame,  there 
ought  to  be  inquiry.  Some  expref- 
ftons  that  had  been  thrown  out  of 
“  greater  care  being  required  for 
England  than  Ireland,”  would  make 
a  deep  impreffion  on  the  minds  of 
the  people  of  that  country;  and  he 
was  lorry  to  have  heard  them. 

Lord  Grenville  affured  their  lord- 
fhips,  that  they  might  fet  their  minds 
at  reft  on  the  ffbjeei  of  Ireland; 

which. 
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which,  fb  far  from  having  been  ne¬ 
glected,  had  been  the  objedi  of  par¬ 
ticular  attention.  The  houfe  having 
divided  on  lord  Albemarle’s  motion, 
it  appeared  that  it  was  rejeded  by 
74  againii  1 4. 

The  noble  tecretary’s  repeated 
affurances,  refpeding  the  fecurity, 
external  and  internal,  of  Ireland, 
were  not  fatisfadory  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  in  oppofition  to  government, 
nor  to  fome  not  always  or  often  in 
oppofition,  in  both  h'oufes  of  par¬ 
liament.  Motions  for  inquiries  into 
the  internal  fate,  and  allaying  the 
dilcontents,  of  Ireland  were  made, 
and  gave  rife  to  animated  and  long 
debates  in  both  houfes.  Of  thefe 
debates,  however,  it  would  be  un- 
neceffary  and  even  nugatory  to  give 
other  than  a  very  fummary  account : 
as  the  explofion  which  foon  after 
took  place  throws  greater  light  on 
the  fituation  of  Ireland  than  was, 
at  this  time,  enjoyed,  proves  or 
difproves  the  fiatements  of  fads,  on 
which  much  of  thofe  debates  was 
founded  ;  and,  on  the  whole,  links 
much  of  the  interefi  in  thofe  tem¬ 
porary  and  temporizing  effufions, 
in  the  events  which  it  produced, 
and  the  new  fpirit  and  order  of 
affairs  by  which  thefe  have  been 
liicceeded.  And  here  we  flia.II  fake 
occafion,  once  for  all,  to  obferve, 
that,  in  relating  the  tranfadions  of 
parliament,  it  is  not  fo  much  our 
objed  to  difplay  the  eloquence  of 
the  different  fpeakers,  which  would 
fwell  our  narrative  to  the  fize  of 
foveral  volumes,*  as  to  purfue  the 
thread  of  the  main  reafoning  on 
which  the  main  decifions  turned. 


or  on  which,  at  leaf,  they  were 
refed. 

In  the  houfe  of  peers,  the  earf 
of  Moira  rofe  to  make  a  motion* 
of  Which,  as  ufual  in  all  fimilar 
cafes,  he  had  given  previous  notice, 
refpeding  Ireland,  oh  the  twenty- 
firfi  of  March  The  exordium  of 
his  lordfhip’s  fpeech  turned  on  the 
delicacy  that  was  to  be  obterved, 
in  agitating  queftions  in  which 
feparate  and  in  depend  ant  legi  na¬ 
tures,  —  in  agitating  queftions  in 
which  the  privileges  and  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  each  other,  were 
involved.  Yet,  when  urgent  cafes 
render  interference  neceffary,  the 
delicacy,  which  may  be  obferved, 
may  remove  every  jealoufy  which 
might  otherwife  be  excited ;  and 
it  would  be  meritorious  for  the 
different  parties  mutually  to  ma- 
nifef  their  attention,  and  their 
anxiety,  for  objects  in  which  their 
common  interefs  were  concern¬ 
ed.  On  thefe  grounds  he  had 
now  rifen,  for  the  purpofe  of 
moving  a  humble  addrefs  to  his 
majefiy,  that  he  would  be  gra- 
cioufly  pleated  to  interpofe  his  pa¬ 
ternal  and  beneficent  interference 
to  remedy  the  dilcontents  which 
prevailed  in  Ireland,  and  which 
create  the  mofi  terious  alarm  for 
the  dearef  interefs  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  and  of  the  Britifh  empire.— 
The  extent  and  rapid  increafe 
of  the  dilcontents,  which  prevailed 
in  Ireland,  were  fubjeds  of  fuf- 
ficient  notoriety  to  form  the  ground 
of  this  proceeding.  He  fhould  ab- 
fain,  therefore,  from  an  enumera¬ 
tion  of  the  particulars  which  had 


*  The  curiofity  of  knowing  what  was  faid,  on  fuch  and  fuch  an  occafion,  by  fuch 
and  fuch  a  fpeaker,  will  be  beft  gratified  by  the  newfpapers  and  magazines  of  the  day  $ 
and  the  annual  volumes  of  parliamentary  debates* 
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come  to  his  knowledge,  and  of 
which,  indeed,  he  had  recently 
been  witnefs.  In  addrefling  his 
majefly,  to  the  effect  propofed,  the 
houfe  would  not  only  exercife  one 
of  its  moft  important  privileges, 
but  fulfill  one  of  its  moft  important 
duties.  If  it  appeared  that  the 
counfellors,  more  immediately  about 
his  majeftyks  perfon,  his  majefly’s 
minifters,  had  not  given  that  ad¬ 
vice  which  was  calculated  to  en- 
fure  the  happinefs  and  profperity 
of  Ireland,  it  was  the  duty  of  their 
lordfhip’s  to  approach  the  throne 
with  advice  more  wife  and  falu- 
tary.  But  it  might  be  laid.  What, 
influence  could  fuch  an  addrefs 
carry  with  it,  to  change  the  coun- 
cils  by  which  Ireland  was  govern- 
ed  ?  To  prove  the  influence  of 
the  Britilh  cabinet  he  appealed  to 
&  recent  fa<5t :  he  meant  the  recall 
of  the  earl  Fitzwilliam,  at  a  time 
when  all  Ireland  concurred  in  the 
meafures  which  he  purfued,  when 
that  country  gave  the  faireft  pro- 
fpect  of  tranquillity,  and  the  furefi 
pledge  of  affiftance  and  fupport 
to  Britain,  in  the  arduous  circa  al¬ 
liances  in  which  flie  was  placed. — 
It  might  be  atked,  What  plan  he  wi  Hi¬ 
ed  to  purlue  ?  This,  lord  Moira  ob- 
ferved,  was  indicated  in  the  motion, 
he  was  about  to  make,  itfelf.  When 
they  addrefled  his  majefly  to  inter- 
pofe  his  paternal  care ‘and  benevo¬ 
lence,  the  known  goodnefs  of  his 
nature  left  no  room  for  doubt  as 
to  the  refult.  It  was  by  temper, 
equity  and  good  faith,  that  the 
diflraclions  of  Ireland  v^ere  to  be 
appeafed,  and  their  aftedtions  con¬ 
ciliated.  No  good  could  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  a  profecution  of  the 
prelent  lyftem.  He  was  confi¬ 
dent,  however,  that  the  adoption 
of  meafures,  calculated  to  imprefs 


the  people  with  confidence  in  go¬ 
vernment,  would  quickly  call  forth 
that  fond  affection  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Ireland  to  this  country, 
which  circumftances  might  cloud, 
but  could  not  extinguish ;  infpire 
that  zeal  fo  necefiary  in  the  pre- 
fent  moment ;  and  furnifli  tliofe  re- 
fources  which  were  requifite  for 
the  critical  fituation  in  which  we 
were  placed,  and  the  arduous  con- 
tefl  iii  which  we  were  engaged. 
On  thefe  grounds  he  relied  th@- 
motion  which  he  was  now  to  pro- 
pofe :  i(  That  a  humble  addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  majefly,  pray¬ 
ing  that  he  would  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  interpofe  his  paternal 
and  beneficent  interference  to  allay 
the  difcontents  which  at  prefenfc 
fubfift  in  his  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
and  which  threaten  the  deareft  in- 
terefls  of  the  Britilh  empire.’* 

Lord  Grenville  laid,  in  reply  to 
lord  Moira,  that  his  motion  could 
not  be  adopted  without  breaking  the 
folemn  contraCl  which  had  been  en¬ 
tered  into  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries;  without  tearing  afunder  every 
bond  of  union  and  connexion,  and 
fpreading  diftradHon  and  divifion 
between  the  members  of  the  Britilh 
empire.  He  Ihould,  therefore,  give 
his  decided  opposition  to  the  pre- 
fent  motion,  and  every  propofition 
of  a  fimilar  tendency.  The  motion 
he  confidered,  firft,  as  unnecciTary ; 
fecondly,  as  mifehievous.  Unfier 
the  firft  head  he  expatiated  on  the 
meafures  that  had  been  taken  by 
his  majefly,  in  the  courfe  of  a  reign 
of  thirty-lix  years,  from  year  to 
year,  to  remove  every  ground  of 
uneafinefs  or  difeontent  which  the 
fltuation  of  the  Irifh  prefented  ;  the 
improved  flate  of  their  commerce  ; 
their  full  enjoyment  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty;  the  Catholics  ad¬ 
mitted 
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mitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  their 
property;  a  participation  in  every 
civil  and  focia.1  bletTing,  and  even 
filar i no-  in  the  right  of  'voting  for 

o-  _ f  o  o 

members  ot  parliament.  Nor  were 
the  people  of  Ireland  infenfible  or 
ungrateful  for  the  benefits  they  had 
received  :  their  good  difpolitions, 
and  contentment  with  their  filia¬ 
tion,  he  inferred  from  fiindry  cir¬ 
cuit!  dances,  particularly,  their  rea- 
dinefs  to  refit  and  repel  tire  threat¬ 
ened  invaf  on. — -With  regard  to  the 
mhehlevous  tendency  of  the  motion-, 
lord  Grenville  remarked  a  did i no¬ 
tion  between  the  fubjedi  of  this, 
and  the  cafes  of  common  intered, 
dated  by  lord  Moira,  which  were 
fair  objects  of  negociation.  The 
motion  was  intended  to  be  applied 
to  the  internal  date  of  Ireland,  and 
even,  if  he  underdood  it  rightly, 
to  the  frame  of  its  independent 
legislature.  Though  the  Britilh  le- 
sg  ilia  lure  had  redrained  parliament 
from  entertaining  any  bill  which 
pretended,  in  any  degree,  (o  bind 
the  inhabitants  of  Ireland ;  their 
lordfhips  were  now  called  upon  to 
interfere  in  a  point  mod  excludvely 
delating  to  the  internal  date  of  that 
Country.  Such  an  interference  was 
obvioufly  improper :  it  was,  befides, 
impodible  for  them  to  proceed  with 
fufficient  information,  which  lay 
much  more  within  the  reach  of  their 
•own  legillature.  Farther  ft  ill,  the 
interference  of  the  Britifn  legifla- 
.ture,  indead  of  remedying  the  dif- 
contents,  which  were  alleged  to 
prevail,  would  inflame  them.  It 
would  induce  the  people  of  Ireland 
to  imagine  that  their  own  legisla¬ 
ture  was  indifferent  to  their  wel¬ 
fare,  and  thus  ffir  up  the  diviflons 
which  it  was  its  objedl  to  appeafe. 
As  the  Britilh  legiflature  had  given 
to  Ireland  the  blefljngs  of  a  free 


con  dilution,  the  bed  way  to  fix  their 
attachment  to  it,  was,  to  engage 
their  confidence  in  its  favour.  The 
earl  Fitz william  admitted  the  im¬ 
proved  date  of  Ireland,  But  what¬ 
ever  eircum dances  might  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  that  profper’dy,  dill  there 
might  remain  room  for  fomething 
farther  to  be  done.  —  The  noble 
fecretary  had  faid,  that  the  people 
of  Iretemd  were  not  di  drafted  and 
difcontented,  but  tranquil  and  hap¬ 
py.  Was  it  a  proof  of  this,  that 
acts  of  indemnity  had  been  pafied, 
in  the  Irijfh  parliament,  for  proceed¬ 
ings  beyond  the  law,  which  mud 
have  been  called  for  by  a  conduft 
not  very  confident  with  tranquil¬ 
lity.  If  no  circumdances  of  dif- 
order  appeared,  why  were  whole 
parifhes,  baronies,  and  even  coun¬ 
ties,  declared  to  be  out  of  the 
king’s  peace?  It  was  likewife 
dated,  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
government  in  Ireland,  that  they 
were,  in  certain  didrifts,  dilarming 
the  people,  from  which  it  was 
evident  they  had  been  in  arms. 

The  earl  of  Liverpool,  after  re¬ 
peating  and  approving  the  reafon- 
ing  of  lord  Grenville,  put  the  cafe 
ot  a  motion  being  made,  in  the 
Irifh  parliament,  for  the  purpofe 
of  inducing:  it  to  interfere  in  the 
dilcuffion  of  the  great  queftion  of 
parliamentary  reform,  or  Catholic 
toleration  in  this  country.  How, 
he  atked,  would  fuch  a  motion  be 
taken  by  the  Britifn  parliament  ? 
The  motion,  before  their  lord fhi p’s, 
feemed  to  him  to  be  as  mifehie- 
vous  in  its  tendency,  as  unconfti- 
tutional  in  its  principle,  wherefore 
he  would  give  it  his  mod  decided 
negative. 

The  earl  of  Moira  granted,  that 
the  legiflature  of  Ireland  was  inde¬ 
pendent,  but  dill  maintained,  that 

in 
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in  every  matter  where  the  common 
interefts  of  '  both  countries  was 
concerned,  the  Britifh  legiflature 
had  a  right  to  interfere.  He  ad¬ 
mitted,  alfo,  the  advantages  which 
Ireland  had  enjoyed,  under  the 
auipicious  reign  of  his  prefent  ma- 
jefty.  But  why  thould  it  be  for¬ 
gotten,  that,  notwithftanding  all  the 
generous  liberality  which  the  Irifh 
had  experienced  from  their  fove- 
reign,  there  was  Hill  a  part  of  the 
boon  unbeftowed  ?  Was  the  houfe 
to  be  informed  that  the  catholics  of 
Ireland  infilled  on  their  right  of 
being  elected  members  of  the  le¬ 
giflature,  on  the  ground,  that,  if 
they  had  fome  of  their  body  in 
parliament,  the  perfecutions  which 
have  exifted  would  not  have  taken 
place  ?  But  here,  perhaps,  it  would 
be  faid,  that  he  was  {peaking  of 
perfecutions  as  vaguely  as  he  had 
done  of  difcontents  ;  and  that  the 
one  had  as  little  foundation  as  the 
other.  He  knew,  however,  no 
fewer  than  ninety-one  hoiife-holders 
who  had  been  bankhed  from  one  of 
his  own  eftates,  after  being;  plunder- 
ed  of  their  property,  and  fome  of 
them  wounded  in  their  perlons. 
Of  the  exigence  of  difcontents  he 
enumerated  many  proofs  of  the  fame 
kind  with  thole  that  had  been  dated 
by  the  earl  Fitzwiliiam. 

The  earl  of  Guildford  could  not 
admit  that  mmifters  had  Ihewn  any 
attention  to  the  interefts  of  Ireland, 
lince  the  recal  of  the  earl  Fitz¬ 
wiliiam.  If  the  advice  propofed 
was  not  neceftary  to  the  king,  of 
whole  paternal  care  for  fis  people 
he  entertained  no  doubt,  it  was 
highly  requifite  to  his  minifters. 

The  earl  Spencer  was  of  o  pi  non, 
that,  if  lord  Moira  meant  to  do  any 
fubftantial  good  by  his  motion,  he 
ought  to  have  gone  much  farther, 
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and  pointed  out  not  only  the  nature 
of  the  difcontents  of  the  Irifh  na¬ 
tion,  but  the  kind  of  meafures 
which  ought  to  be  refolded  to  for 
renioving  them. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  faid, 
that,  if  the  prefent  was  a  fubject 
of  delicacy,  minifters  were  the 
caufe  of  it.  There  was  nobody 
lels  inclined  to  queftion,  or  to  in¬ 
fringe  upon,  the  independence  of 
the  Irifh  legiflature  than  he  was; 
but  there  was  a  great  difference 
between  infringing  upon  that  inde¬ 
pendence  and  acting  in  their  capa¬ 
city,  as  the  great  hereditary  council 
of  the  king  The  dohtrine,  which 
minilters  had  held  forth,  he  was  in¬ 
clined  to  think,  was  much  more 
calculated  to  foment  jealoulies  be¬ 
tween  the  two  legiflatures  than  the 
motion  of  the  noble  lord,  were  it 
carried  into  effect.  The  lord-lieu¬ 
tenant  of  Ireland,  as  a  min  liter,  was 
accountable  to  the  Britifh  as 'well 
as  to  the  Irifh  parliament;  and, 
therefore,  they  had  a  right  to  watch 
over  the  meafures  of  his  adminiftr’a-* 
tion,  and  to  cenfure  or  ad  vile  him 
as  they  might  deem  proper.  The 
'  noble  feeretary  had  entered  into  a 
pompous  and  elaborate  difplay  of 
the  advantages  which  Ireland  had 
enjoyed ‘under  the  reign  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  king.  But  he  would  afk  him, 
whether  the  immunities  which  had 
been  granted  to  Ireland  had  not 
been  fully  juftified  by  the  cp-n.fe- 
quences  ;  and  that,  too,  after  they 
had  been  refuted  by  their  own  legif¬ 
lature  ?  It  was  in  the  recoliedlion  of 
almofr  every  noble  lord,  that,  when 
a  petition  was  prefented  to  the  Irifli 
parliament,  by  a  numerous  and  re- 
{peccable  body  of  that  kingdom,  the 
prayer  of  it  was  rejected,  with  fom ;  - 
thing  little  fliort  of  indignation  ;  bat 
when  deputies  were  lent  over  to 
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this  country,  they  vfere  gracioufly 
received,  and  their  million  was  at¬ 
tended  with  its  detired  effect.  He 
confefled,  that,  upon  the  ftate  of 
Ireland,  he  did  not  poffefs  fuch  ac¬ 
curate  information  as  forne  of  their 
lordfhips,  but  lie  had  heard  that 
fome  of  the  catholics  had  formerly 
been  perfecuted,  by  the  proteftants, 
in  a  horrid  manner;  that  the  for¬ 
mer  had  been  driven,  by  a  fmalf 
number  of  the  latter,  from  their 
habitations  in  the  north,  but  were 
now  returning;  that  the  pro  tef- 
tants  were  now  rebuilding  thofe 
houfes  that  had  been  destroyed, 
and  that  an  union  was  now  form¬ 
ing  between  them,  which,  if  not  at¬ 
tended  to  in  time,  might  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  the  mod:  alarming  effects. 
There  were  two  descriptions  of 
men  in  Ireland :  the  fir  ft  descrip¬ 
tion  were  well  known  for  their 
daring  fpirit ;  there  were  not  want¬ 
ing  perfons  among  them  cele¬ 
brated  in  arms,  in  arts,  and  even 
in  literature  ;  they  were  men  over 
whom  courts  could  never  have  any 
influence,  and  who  were  to  be  led, 
tiot  driven — fuch  were  the  men  in 
the  north  of  Ireland.  The  whole 
foulh  was  characterized  by  unruly 
palfions,  which  were  always  the 
prominent  features  of  men  unem¬ 
ployed.  What  the  event  might  be, 
it  was  impoffible  to  fay  ;  lie  warn¬ 
ed  them,  however,  that  it  might  be 
fuch  as  to  Take  the  empire  to  its 
centre  !  and  was  a  fubjeCt  which 
involved  fuch  confequences  to  be 
fet  a  fide  by  a  few  words  about  the 
independence  of  the  Irifh  parlia¬ 
ment?  an  expreffion,  which,  till  of 
late  years,  ufed  never  to  be  heard  of 
from  minifiers!  The  motion  now 
before  their  lordfhips  was  couched 
in  terms  fo*  wife,  fo  prudent,  and 
£6  moderate,  that  he  could  Scarcely 


GISTER,  1797. 

have  fiippofed  that  it  could  have 
been  objected  to.  What  was  its 
purpofe  ?  It  Said,  to  his  majefty# 

fire,  you  have,  by  a  happy  com 
duCt,  attached  the  people  of  Ireland 
to  your  family  and  government,  by 
the  fame  liberal  and  generous  con¬ 
duct  by  which  your  grandfather 
gained  the  affections  of  the  High¬ 
lands  of  Scotland.  There  is  but 
one  fmall  caufe  of  difcontent  ftill 
remaining,  and  it  is  only  neceffary 
that  you  follow  up  thofe  wife  and 
falutary  meafures,  which  you  have 
hitherto  aCted  upon,  to  remove  It.” 
1  his  was  all  that  the  motion  pro- 
pofed.  If  it  was  done  in  time,  the 
meafures  might  be  fuceefsful;  but 
it  ought  to  be  recollected,  that  the 
longer  the  delay,  the  greater  the 
danger. 

1.  he  earl  of  Darnley  obferved, 
that  the  motion  before  their  lord¬ 
fhips,  though  couched  in  very  ge¬ 
neral  terms,  and  not  appearing  in 
itfelf  to  point  to  any  Specific  ob¬ 
ject*  yet,  by  the  explanation  given 
ot  it,  by  the  lords  who  fpoke  in  ih 
favour,  evidently  pointed  to  the 
emancipation  (as  it  was  called)  of  the 
catholics.  He  thought  there  might 
be  cafes  in  which  their  lordfhips 
interference  might  be  jufiifiable,- 
but  that  the  prefent  was  not  one  of 
them.  There  were  difcontents  in 
Ireland;  but  by  no  means  among 
the  general  mats  of  the  people. 
The  popular  cry  of  catholic  eman¬ 
cipation  was  made  life  of  for  cover* 
ing  defigns  for  Subverting  govern¬ 
ment. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  was  forry 
to  fay,  that  their  lordfhips  had  too 
often  lifiened  to  the  trifling  argu¬ 
ments  and  fhifts  of  minifiers,  when 
any  charge  was  exhibited  againft 
them,  in  that  houfe.  They  muff 
ceafe  to  lifien  to  thefe  fhifts,  if  it 

was 
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was  their  objeft  to  fave  the  ftate 
from  ruin.  But  it  might  be  afked, 
what  it  was  that  he  thought  likely 
to  reftore  happinefs  to  the  people 
of  Ireland  ?  “  Reftore  to  the,  peo¬ 
ple  of  Ireland  the  perfon  you  have 
recalled ;  give  back  to  them  the 
man  whom  they  have  tried,  and 
whom  they  admire;  act  on  the 
principles  on  which  he  aCled,  and 
then  difcontents  will  ceafe  :  if  you 
do  not,  God  only  knows  into  how 
much  more  dreadful  a  ftate  that 
unhappy  country  may  be  reduced.” 

Lord  Grenville  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  remedy,  propofed  by  the 
noble  duke,  would  have  a  tendency 
to  create  that  which  he  feemed  to 
dread:  a  difturbance  in  Ireland; 
for,  that  muft  neceffarily  be  the 
tendency  of  recalling  the  prefen t 
lord-lieutenant  of  that  kingdom. 
If  the  talents,  the  virtues,  and  the 
exertions,  of  that  noble  lord  were 
not  fufficient  to  preferve  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  Ireland,  he  believed  it 
would  be  out  of  the  power  of  any 
other  individual  whatever. 

The  earl  of  Moira  rofe  up  to 
make  a  few  obfervations  on  the 
main  point  in  queftion  :  the  con¬ 
tentment  or  difcontentment  of  the 
people  of  Ireland.  As  their  Iord- 
fhips  could  not  try  the  veracity  of 
one  noble  lord  againft  another,  the 
only  way  they  had  to  decide,  was, 
to  refer  to  facts.  FI  is  lord  th  ip 
again  appealed  to  the  various  facts 
already  mentioned  or  alluded  to, 
by  himfelf  and  the  earl  Fitzwiliiam  : 
parifnes  and  whole  counties  out  of 
the  king’s  peace,  and  difarmed : 
inlurredions  in  divers  places,  mur¬ 
murs  of  difcontent  in  all;  and  a 
general  aftembly,  within  fifty  yards 
of  the  caftle  of  Dublin,  headed  by 
perfons  whofe  talents  and  characters 
were  of  the  very  firft  clafs,  and 
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who,  after  the  moil  mature  delibe¬ 
ration  that  conic!  be  had  on  fuch  an 
occafton,  refolved  and  declared  it 
to  be  their  firm  perfuafion,  that 
there  was  no  chance  for  the  falva- 
tion  of  Ireland,  without  an  intire 
and  immediate  change  in  the  whole 
fyftem  of  executive  government. 
After  this,  the  ho  life  divided;  and 
the  noble  earl’s  motion  was  rejected 
by  72  againft  20. 

Two  days  after  this  deeifton,  in 
the  houfe  of  peers,  the  fame  fubjefit, 
that  is,  the  general  ftate  of  Ire¬ 
land  was  introduced,  into  the  houfe 
of  commons,  by  Mr.  Fox,  who  pre¬ 
faced  his  fpeech  by  calling  to  mind 
the  part  he  had  taken  in  a  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  complete  independence 
of  Ireland,  and  how  much  he  na¬ 
turally  confidered  himfelf  to  be 
bound,  m  a  particular  manner,  to 
follow  up  the  principle  on  which 
it  was  founded.  Though  a  variety 
of  circum fiances  had  concurred  to 
produce  the  prefent  difturbances 
in  Ireland,  he  i  confined  his  obfer¬ 
vations  to  two  or  three  leading 
points.  Thefts  were,  whether,  in 
confequence  of  the  conc'ellions  that 
had  been  made  to  Ireland,  the  had, 
in  fact  and  fubftance,  enjoyed  the 
advantages  of  an  independent  le- 
giflature?  Whether,  in  that  form  of 
a  free  conftitution  which  they  ob¬ 
tained,  the  people  poffeffed  that 
political  weight  to  which  they  were 
entitled  ?  And,  whether,  their  juft 
voice  and  influence'  had'  been  pro¬ 
moted,  by  the  alteration  which  had 
been  effected  ?  The  people  of  Ire¬ 
land  were  divided  into  two,  though 
thefe  unequal,  dalles,  the  catholics 
and  the  prote Hants :  neither  of 
which  enjoyed  their  juft  flrare  of 
political  power  and  influence. 
About  nine  years  ago,  a  regular 
lyftem  was  deviled  for  enfiaving 
[  R  2  ]  Ireland, 


244]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797 


Ireland.  A  perfon  of  high  con- 
iideration  was  known  to  lay,  that, 
500,000/.  had  been  expelled  to 
quell  an  oppofitiqn  in  Ireland,  and 
that  as  much  more  muft  be  expen¬ 
ded,  in  order  to  bring  the  legiflature 
of  that  country  to  a  proper  temper. 
This  fyftematic  plan  of  corruption 
was  followed  up  by  a  fui  table  fyff 
tem  of  meafures.  It  had  been  the 
fyftern  of  government,  by  the  fale 
of  peerages,  to  raife  a  purfe  for 
purchaiing  the  reprefen  tat  ion  of 
the  people  of  Ireland.  It  was  of¬ 
fered  to  be  proved,  by  Mr.  Grattan, 
in  the  Irifh  houfe  of  commons,  that 
one-half,  or  even  a  majority,  of  that 
houfe  were  creatures  of  tlie  crown. 
The  manner  in  which  the  political 
situation  of  Ireland,  at  that  time, 
was  viewed,  by  the  Irifh  nation, 
was  to  this  effefti :  “  you  have  grant¬ 
ed  us  an  independent  legillature; 
independent,  certainly,  of  your  par¬ 
liament,  but  dependent  on  your 
executive  government/’  Another 
proof  of  this  fubftantial  dependence 
on  government  was  exhibited  in 
the  manner  in  which  the  demands 
of  the  catholics  had,  at  different 
times,  been  treated.  Their  peti¬ 
tions,  for  a  redrefs  of  lb  me  of  the 
moil  oppreffive  grievances,  had 
been  rejected  with  haughtinefs  and 
infult.  It  was  nfual,  Mr.  Fox  laid, 
tor  men  of  confideration,  in  Ireland, 
to  talk  as  if  what  had  been  done 
for  the  catholics  was  an  act  of  ne- 
eeffity,  which,  on  a  fit  occafion, 
would  be  recalled.  Ho  file  fuff 
picions  were  insinuated,  not  only 
againft:  the  lower  order  of  catholics, 
but  a  gain  ft  men  of  the  firft  refpeCla- 
bility  for  character  and  fortune,  and 
whole  loyalty  could  not  be  question¬ 
ed.  Numbers  were  taken  up  for 
high  treafon  :  and,  when  acquitted, 
ft  appeared,  tliat  no  ground  of  fuff 
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picion  could  ever  have  been  enter¬ 
tained  againft  them.  What  could 
be  the  effeht  of  fueh  proceedings, 
but  to  convince  the  catholics,  that 
the  conceftions  in  their  favour  were 
extorted  ?  that  the  hoftile  mind 
ff ill  exifted,  and  that  they  were  ftili 
marked  out  as  the  victims  of  the 
moft  cruel  profcriptions  and  op¬ 
pressions?  Private  animofi ties,  too, 
arofe,  and  produced  thofe  different 
claffes  of  difturbers  of  the  public 
peace,  about  which  fo  much  had 
been  laid.  The  remedies  applied, 
tended  to  foment  the  clifeafe.  The 
authority  of  the  laws  was  fuper-' 
ledcd  Thofe  againft  whom  it  was 
thought  conviffftons  could  be  pro-' 
cured  were  taken  up ;  and  thofe 
whom  it  would  have  been  impoffible 
to  convict  were  tranfported,  in  great 
numbers,  without  the  ceremony  of 
a  trial,  oy  the  form  of  conviction. 
I  know,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  an  opinion 
has  gone  forth,  that  the  catholics 
have  no  fubifantial  grievances  to 
complain  of;  and,  that,  the  prefby- 
terians  have  ftili  lefs.  It  is  faid, 
that  the  catholics  can  vote  lor  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament,  and  that  they 
are  not  diftinguifhed  from  the  pro- 
teftants  other  wife  than  by  an  ex- 
elution  from  being  members  of  par¬ 
liament,  and  from  the  high  offices 
of  ftate.  If  this  were  all,  I  fhould 
ftili  fay,  they  have  a  right  to  all  the 
privileges  polleiled  by  the  proteff 
tants.  And  to  exclude  them  ftili 
from  thefe,  in  their  full  extent,  is  a 
proof  of  continued  hoftility.  But 
let  us  conlider  the  matter  in  another 
point  of  view.  It  is  invidioufly 
objected,  by  government,  to  the 
catholics,  that  it  is  not  civil  liberty, 
but  power  and  emolument  that  they, 
purfue.  To  this  I  could  anfwer,  for 
the  catholics,  yes  :  nor  is  it  any  diff 
credit  to  them  lo  be  acluated  by 
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fiich  a  defire.  Civil  liberty  can  have 
no  fecurity  without  political  power. 
I  know  that  difti nations  have  been 
made  between  civil  and  political 
liberty,  and  I  admit  that  it  is  poffible 
for  whole  clafies,  whole  carts,  of 
men  to  enjoy  the  one  without  pof- 
feffing  the  other.  Still,  however, 
J  afiert,  that  it  can  only  be  by  fuf- 
ferance.  The  catholics,  therefore, 
miay  juftly  fay,  that  it  is  not  this  or 
that  conceflion  which  will  fatisfy, 
but  that  which  alone  can  give  them 
fecurity  for  its  continuance.  But 
it  is  objected  to  the  catholics,  that 
thfey  are  not  only  ambitious  of  powd¬ 
er,  but  defirous  of  emolument. 

|  Why  fhould  not  they  who  contribute 
lo  largely  to  the  fupport  of  govern¬ 
ment  be  defirous  of  {haring  in  the 
.emolument  which  it  bellows  ?  Are 
the  catholics  to  be  told,  by  a  few 
monopolozing  politicians,  who  en- 
grofs  all  places,  all  reverfions,  all 
patronages,  oh  !  you  bale  ca¬ 
tholics,  ye  think  of  nothing  but  your 
private  emolument ;  you  perverfe 
generation,  who  have  already  been 
permitted  to  vote  for  members  of 
parliament,  are  you  fo  bafe  as  to 
urge  the  difgraceful  demand  of  a 
rtiare  in  perfona!  emoluments  ?  ” 
The  catholics  are  men,  and  to  be 
governed  by  the  common  motives 
that  adtqate  human  nature.  For 
a  Imall  and  intererted  minority  to 
imagine,  that  they  can  monopolize 
all  advantages  to  them  (elves,  is  a 
pretention  which  will  not  be  ad¬ 
mitted  :  mankind  are  not  to  be 
treated  in  this  manner,  and  it  is  not 
novv-a-days  that  fueh  claims  will 
pafs  current  in  the  world.  It  has 
been  (aid,  that  the  catholics  are  en¬ 
titled  to  vote  for  members  of  par- 
:  (lament.  But,  except  in  (he  coun- 
:  ties,  Mr.  F  ox  obferved,  the  repre- 
icntation  of  Ireland  was  in  what  is 


here  known  by  the  name  of  clofe 
corporations.  The  catholics  were 
carefully  excluded  from  the  corpora¬ 
tions;  fo  chat  their  privilege  of 
voting  for  members  of  parliament 
was  aim  oft  entirely  evaded. 

Mr.  Fox  came  next  to  confider 
the  grievances  of  the  prefbyterians, 
the  moll  numerous  clafs,  by  far,  in 
the  north  of  Ireland.  The  dif- 
contents  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
northern  parts  of  Ireland  a  rife  from 
two  caufes  :  one  of  them  was  the 
temporary  prefliire  of  a  war,  in 
which  they  were  involved  without 
intereft  in  the  eonteft,  and  the  dif- 
treftes  which  the  calamities,  with 
which  it  had  been  attended,  had 
entailed  upon  their  trade  and  com¬ 
merce  ;  the  other  had  been  the 
abides  which  they  conceived  to 
exirt  in  the  conftitution  by  which 
they  are  governed.  The  conftitu¬ 
tion  of  Ireland,  they  complain,  does 
not  referable  that  of  Great  Britain  ; 
they  have  not  a  I e'g filature  by  which 
the  people  are  even  virtually  re¬ 
prefen  ted;  and,  as  to  political  II- 
bertyy  they  enjoy  as  fmall  a  portion 
of  it  as  thofe  who  live  under  mo¬ 
narchies,  in  which  (lie  principles 
of  freedom  have  never  been  intro¬ 
duced.  Whoever  imagined  that  a 
practical  refeniblanc'e  exifts  between 
the  government  of  Ireland  and  the 
Englifh  conftitution,  would  find, 
that  the  Iritli  government  was  a 
mirror  in  which  the  abides  of  this 
conftitution  were  ftrongly  n  fleeted. 
Idle  jobbing  fyftem  of  influence 
and  patronage,  for  purpofes  of  per- 
fonal  advantage,  in  Ireland,  was  an 
abufe  which  totally  deftroyed  the 
(p,rd'  M  toe  form  of  government, 
and  was  an  abufe  not  to  be  en¬ 
dured.  To  fuppofe  that  a  large, 
indiiftrious,  active,  and  intelligent, 
b.°cly  of  men  can  be  governed 
f  ^  J  3  againff 
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again  ft  the  principles  they  had  im¬ 
bibed,  and  the  prejudices  by  which 
they  were  guided,  was  an  idea 
which  biftory  and  human  nature 
proved  to  be  abfurd.  What,  laid 
Mr.  Fox,  is  the  adlual  fituation  of 
affairs  with  refpedl  to  Ireland  ?  You 
have  raifed  enormous  burthens  both 
in  England  and  Ireland  ;  you  have 
produced  great  difcontents.  In 
fad,  we  are  now  precifely  at  the 
point  in  which  we  flood,  in  1774, 
with  America;  and,  the  queftion- 
is,  whether  we  are  to  attempt  to 
retain  Ireland  by  force,  inftead  of 
gaining  her  by  conceffions,  and  a 
full  communication  of  all  the  bleff- 
ings  of  a  free  confutation  r  Mr. 
Fox,  having  fpoken  highly  of  the 
admin iftration  and  popularity  of  the 
earl  Fitzwilliam,  in  Ireland,  faid, 
that  lie  could  fcareely  conceive  that 
any  objection  could  be  urged  again!! 
the  motion  he  was  about  to  make, 
in  point  of  form.  The  interefts  of 
this  country  and  of  Ireland  were 
the  fame.  Its  affairs  were  conduct¬ 
ed  by  minifters,  and  the  JBdtifh  ca¬ 
binet,  and  it  was  the  privilege  of 
that  houfe  to  advife  his  majefty.  If 
he  were  to  juftify  the  meafure  by 
precedent,  he  might  quote  the  cafe 
of  an  impeachment  of  the  earl  of 
Lauderdale,  by  the  Englifh  par¬ 
liament,  before  the  union,  for  the 
conclud  of  the  government  of  Scot¬ 
land.  But  why,  faid  Mr.  Fox, 
jfhould  I  (peak  of  forms,  when  the 
confequences  of  the  difcontents  in 
Ireland  may  be  a  conteft  to  be  fup- 
ported  by  Englifhmen,  and  Englifh 
money  ?  I  (hall  therefore  move 
“  That  a  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  majefty,  that  his 
inajefty  will  be  gracioufiy  pleafed 
to  take  into  his  royal  confideration 
the  difturbed  ftate  of  his  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  and  to  adopt  fueh  heal¬ 


ing  and  lenient  meafures  as  may 
appear  to  his  majefty’s  wifdom 
befi:  calculated  to  reftore  tranquil¬ 
lity,  and  to  conciliate  the  affections 
of  all  descriptions  of  his  majefty’s 
fubjedls,  in  that  kingdom,  to  his 
majsfty’s  perfon  and  government. ” 
This  motion  was  feconded,  in  a 
fhort,  but  very  elegant  as  well  as 
animated,  fpeech,  by 

Sir  Francis  Burdett,  who  faid, 
whoever  has  the  flight  eft  informa¬ 
tion,  concerning  the  fituation  of 
Ireland  muft*  admit  the  propriety 
of  this  motion;  but,  without  ha¬ 
ving  been  an  eye-wit nei's  to  the 
effedis  produced  by  the  meafures  of 
the  minifter  of  that  country,  it  is 
impoffible  to  have  an  adequate  idea 
of  the  magnitude  of  tire  evils  arifing 
from  them.  Whoever  has  feen  Ire¬ 
land,  has  feen  a  country  where  the 
fields  are  clefolated,  and  the  prifons 
overflowing  with  the  victims  .of  op- 
prefiion  ;  has  feen  the  blocking  con¬ 
trail  between  a  profligate  extrava¬ 
gant  government  and  an  enfiaved  and 

O  o 

impoverifhed  people.  One  perfon 
now  immured  within  the  walls  of  a 
dungeon  in  Dublin-Cafile,  I  have 
the  honour  to  be  connected  with  : 
for  honour  as  well  as  happinefs  I 
(hall  ever  efteem  it.  After  a  warm 
panegyric  on  the  public  and  private 
virtues  of  Mr.  O'Connor,  fir  Francis 
faid,  when  fueh  men  become  objedts 
of  hatred  and  fear  to  government, 
it  is  not  difficult  to  alcertain  the 
nature  of  that  government.  But 
perhaps,  fir,  I  may  be  charged  with 
(peaking  more  like  a  difcontented 
Irifhman  than  a  true  friend  to  the 
interefts  of  England.  Sir,  I  fpeak 
like  a  friend  to  humanity  and  li¬ 
berty,  and  like  an  enemy  to  cruelty 
and  oppreffion.  I  believe  the  in¬ 
terefts  of  Ireland  and  of  this  coun¬ 
try  to  be  the  fame.  I  believe  it 
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for  the  interefl  of  both  countries, 
that  both  thou  Id  be  free.  What 
was  faid,  by  a  great  man,  refpeftt- 
ing  America  is  ftill  more  applicable 
with  refpeftt  to  Ireland,  ec  1  rejoice, 
faid  lord  Chatham,  in  the  reti dance 
of  America,  becaufe  I  believe  three 
millions  of  men  enflaved  in  that 
country  would  become  the  proper- 
eft  inftruments  for  enflavine*  this.”' 

o 

There  is,  fir,  in  my  opinion,  one 
way,  and  only  one,  for  having  Ire¬ 
land  and  England  :  that  is,  to  diveft 
the  prefent  minifter  of  that  power 
which  he  has  fo  long  and  fo  fatally 
abufed,  and  to  call  him  to  a  drift! 
account  for  his  conduftl,  before  the 
tribunal  of  his  country.  If  we 
have  not  refolution,  if  we  have  not 
energy,  if  we  have  not  the  means 
to  accompli fti  this,  I  know  not  whe¬ 
ther  the  country  can  be  faved  ;  but 
this  I  know,  that  it  is  not  worth 
having.  Afier  the  able  fpeech 
that  we  have  juft  heard,  I  fbal! 
.content  myfelf  with  feconding  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Pitt  afked  Mr.  Fox  whether 
the  parliament,  by  which  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  Ireland  was  recognized, 
was  more  accommodating  to  the 
withes  of  the  dilfenters  of  the  north, 
or  to  the  catholics  of  the  fouth,  than 
thofe  of  a  fubfeouent  period  ?  Quite 
the  contrary.  Whatever  altera¬ 
tion  had  fince  taken  place  tended 
more  and  more  to  include  both  dil¬ 
fenters  and  catholics  within  the  pale 
of  both  civil  and  political  liberty, 
than  the  principle  recognized  in 
1782.  But  the  main  pillar  of  his 
defence  of  minifters,  in  their  con- 
duftt  towards  Ireland,  and  ground 
of  his  objection  to  the  prefent  mo¬ 
tion,  was  the  unconftitutionality,  the 
impropriety,  and  the  dangers,  to 
be  apprehended  from  the  inter¬ 
ference  of  the  Britifh  parliament 


in  the  affairs  of  Ireland  ;  topics  on 
which  he  expatiated  with  his  ufual 
ability  ;  but,  in  which,  it  is  unnecef- 
iary  to  follow  him,  as  we  have  feen 
them  already  difcufted  in  the  de¬ 
bates  in  -the  upper  boufe.  As  to 
the  main  conceffion  to  be  made,  by 
way  of  remedy  to  the  difeontents 
and  difturbances  in  Ireland,  that  of 
allowing  to  the  catholics  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  fitting  in  parliament,  this 
could  not  be  done,  without  reverting 
the  whole  of  its  prefent  form,  and 
new-modelling  the  conflitution  from 
beginning  to  end:  and,  to  make  this 
change  when  fuch  principles  were 
abroad  in  the  world,  and  were  even 
prevalent  in  the  country  in  which 
we  lived,  would  be  attended  with 
the  moft  dangerous  confequences. 

Colonel  Fullarton,  who  had  juft 
come  from  Scotland,  and  that  part 
of  it  which  alrnoft  touches  on  Ire¬ 
land,  was  aftonifbed  to  find,  in  the 
metropolis,  fuch  an  apparent  in¬ 
difference  to  the  moft  alarming  dan¬ 
gers  ;  and  wondered  that  fo  much 
time  fhould  be  f’pent  in  debate,  and 
fo  little  in  military  preparation. 
General  Hoche  would  find,  in  Ulf- 
ter  alone,  50,000  frith  men  united, 
with  pikes  in  their  hands,  and  arms 
concealed,  bufily  employed  in  fecret 
difcipline,  in  order  to  qualify  them- 
felves  for  re-inforcing  the  French 
army. 

Mr.  Courteney  believed,  that 
there  were,  in  Ulfter,  50,000  men 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  ready  to 
receive  the  French;  but  not  to  fup- 
port  them.  The  people  in  that 
province,  almoft  all  prefbyterians, 
had  a  ftrong  fpirit  of  liberty,  and 
were  attached  to  the  popular,  or, 
what  had  been  called,  the  republi¬ 
can,  branch  of  the  conftitution  ;  yet 
they  were  not  to  be  confounded 
with  jacobins  and  banditti. 

[R4] 
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Lord  Hawkefoury  repeated  and 
applauded  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
Pi  ft. 

Mr.  Curwen  thought  that  the 
preient  motion  was  fo  far  from  being 
mifchievous,  that  even  the  dif- 
cufiipn  it  had  occafioned,  would  do 
good,,  in  afmuch  as  it  would  fhew 
the  Irifh  nation,  that  there  was  a 
part,  at  leafl,  of  the  Britifh  par¬ 
liament,  who  \vere  mindful  of  their 
interefts. 

Lord  Wycombe  thought  that  the 
diflurbapcesj,  wliich  had  taken  place 
in  Ireland,  man i fe ft ly  proved  a  dif 
affection  to  the  Britifli  government. 
C  on  c  i  i  i  dtion ,  i  n  flead  of  rigour,  fh  o u  1  d 
have  been  tried:  for  it  was  time 
enough  to  employ  force  when  mild- 
nefs  failed.  He  could  have  wifhed 
that  the  Irifh  parliament  had  been 
left,  for  the  fettlement  of  affairs,  to 
themfelves.  But  that,  lie  well  knew 
that,  being  for  the  moil  part,  at  the 
beck  of  the  Englifh  cabinet,  they  had 
Sfoft  the  confidence  of  the  nation, 


He-  really  dreaded  that,  if  the? 
./ 

BritiSh  parliament  did  not  interfere, 
we  might  lofe  Ireland  altogether:  a 
lofs  that  would  be  more  fevere  to 
us  than  the  lofs  of  America. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Hobhoufe,  made 
the  following  fhrewd  remark;  that 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
feemed  to  have  prefumed  in  the 
whole  train  of  his  rea  foiling,  that  it 
was  the  objedt  of  the  prefent  mo¬ 
tion  to  requeil  the  king’s  inter-, 
ference,  exclufively  of  his  Irifh  par¬ 
liament.  No,  fir.  It  only  prays  his 
majefly,  in  connexion  with  the  Irifh 
legillature,  to  adopt  meafures  of  a 
lenient  nature,  with  a  view  to  ap- 
peafe  the  unhappy  fpirit  of  difeon- 
tent  which  prevailed  throughout  the 
country. 

Mr.  Fox  made  feme  observations 
in  reply  to  the  principal  arguments 
that  had  been  advanced  againfl  his 
motion:  on  which  the  houfe  dm 
vided.  Ayes,  84;  Noes,  220, 
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Petitions  for  the  Difmijfion  of  Mini  [levs.- — Motion  to  that  Effect  in  the 
lion fe  of  Lords. — And  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. — Motion  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  for  a  Reform  of  Parliament. — Motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers 
for  corf  dering  the  State  of  the  Nation .  —^Prorogation  of  Parliament. . 


IN  the  midft  of  fo  many  difficul¬ 
ties  and  dangers  as  affailed  Great 
Britain  at  the  fame  time  in  the 
ftormy  year,  1797,  it  was  not  pofti- 
ble  that  government,  to  whom,  in 
every  country,  the  people  are  apt  to 
impute  more  than  a  juft  {hare  of 
either  the  good  or  the  evil  that  be- 
falsthem,  could  efcape  public  and  fe- 
vere  animadvert! on.  Petitions  were 
|  prefented  For  the  removal  of  his 
majeftyhs miriifters,  from  almoft  every 
county,  city,  and  town  of  note  in 
England  and  Ireland.*  The  ge¬ 
neral  diffatisfadion  at  the  conduct 
i  of  miniftefs,  which,  from  the  num- 
;  her  and  tend!  of  thofe  petitions,  ap- 
!  peared  to  prevail  throughout  the 
!  nation,  encouraged  the  opposition- 
party,  in  parliament,  to  bring  for- 
.  ward  motions  for  a  change  in  the 
adminiftration.  On  the  27  th  of 
March,  the  earl  of  Suffolk  declared, 
in  the  houfe  of  peers,  that  he  eon- 
iidered  it  as  his  duty  to  liimfelf,  his 
family,  his  king,  and  his  country,  to 
move,  “  That  a  humble  addrefs 
might  be  addreffed  to  his  majefty, 
humbly  requefting  him  to  dilmifs 
from  his  councils,  his  minifter,  the 
;  ifirft  lord  of  the  treafury,  whole  per¬ 


nicious  meafures  had  deprived  him. 
of  the  confidence  of  the  country,” 

Lord  Grenville  oppofed  this  mo¬ 
tion,  and  warmly  defended  his  rela¬ 
tion  and  friend,  who,  he  contended, 
had  neither  loft  the  confidence  of 
the  mod  refpedable  part  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  nor  deferved  to  do  fo.  That  the 
all  ies  had  not  been  fo  fuccefsful  as 
they  expeded,  he  was  ready  to  ad¬ 
mit;  and  alfo  that  fuch  accidents 
had  happened  as  were  incidental 
tb  all  wars:  but  he  hoped  all  parties 
would  acknowledge  that  the  exer¬ 
tions  of  this  country  had  been  un¬ 
paralleled  in  the  page  of  hiftory, 
and  had  been  attended  with  un¬ 
paralleled  iuceefs.  Our  naval  vic¬ 
tories  had  been  more  brilliant  than 
ever  before  diftinguifhed  any  age; 
and  it  appeared  peculiarly  hard,  that 
all  the  honour,  praife,  and  glory, 
fhould  be  reaped  by  individuals, 
whilft  the  cenfure,  and  all  the  re- 
.  fponfibility  were  thrown  on  minif- 
ters. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk,  in  anfwer 
to  lord  Grenville,  who  had  insinu¬ 
ated  that  the  charges  brought  againft 
Mr.  Pitt,  were  not  lubftantiated  on 
fads,  faid  that  proofs  of  his  mifma- 


for  fpeqinieus  of  which,  fee  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle,  page  84. 
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nagement  and  mifcoindiidl  were 
every  where.  They  prefen  ted  them- 
felves  to  every  eye,  and  made  an 
impreffion  on  every  heart.  They 
competed  a  living  epitaph  on  the 
infatuation  of  minitlers,  and,  in  the 
language  applied  to  the  memory  of 
fir  Chriflopher  Wren,  pointing  to 
the  cathedral  of  St.  Paul’s,  he  might 
exclaim 

Si  monument'}  nn  queer  is  circumfpice . 

The  motion  was  farther  fupported 
by-  the  earl  of  Derby,  the  earl  of 
Moira,  the  earl  of  Carlitle,  and  the 
duke  of  Bedford:  but  oppofed 
briefly,  and  on  the  ufual  grounds  of 
defence,  by  lord  Romney,  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Townfhend,  theearlof  War¬ 
wick,  and  again  by  lord  Grenville. 
The  moil  remarkable  circumflance 
that  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  this 
fhort  difeuffion  on  the  conduct  of 
miniflers,  and  the  date  of  the  nation, 
was,  a  very  generous  plan  for  car¬ 
rying  on  the  war,  fuggefied  by  lord 
Romney.  This  was  to  fet  on  foot 
a  fubfeription  for  a  voluntary  gift, 
as  far  as  the  generofity  and  circtim- 
flances  of  individuals  would  allow. 
He  would  himfelf  fubferibe  five 
thoufand  pounds,  and  thought  that 
there  would  be  eafily  found  a  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  who  would  fubferibe, 
each  their  one  hundred,  betides 
ethers  who  would  fubferibe  fmall 
funis.  Such  a  meafure,  if  carried 
into  execution,  would  counteract  any 
impreffion  which  might  be  made  on 
the  French  government  to  our  dis¬ 
advantage  by  the  del  ponding  ideas 
of  fume  as  to  our  Rate,  or  by  the 
language  of  others  as  to  the  conduct 
of  our -min ifters. 

Lord  Moira  applauded  the  plan 
of  lord  Romney,  and  did  not  doubt 
but  it  might  produce  a  confiderable 
fum  of  money:  but  it  was  a  quefiion 
how  far  the  houfe  of  commons  might 


approve  of  money  being  raifed 
to  carry  on  the  war,  through  any 
other  channel  than  their  own. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  faid, 
on  this  fubject,  that  any  one  who 
perufed  the  army  extraordinaries 
would  find  millions  fquandered  in 
the  molt  improvident  manner,  and 
alked,  what  the  noble  lord’s  fub¬ 
feription  of  5000b  would  do  to  flop 
fuch  flood-gates?  As  to  the  motion 
for  difmiffing  the  minifter,  he  did  not 
much  approve  of  it.  The  change 
he  defired  was  not  a  change  of 
men,  but  in  the  fyflem  of  govern¬ 
ment,  which  ought  to  be  conducted 
on  the  old  conflitutional  principles 
of  the  country. 

On  a  divifion  of  the  houfe,  there 
appeared  for  lord  Suffolk’s  motion, 

3  6  ;  againfi:  it,  86'. 

A  motion,  for  the  difnaiffal,  not 
particularly  of  the  firft  lord  of  the 
treafury,  but  of  his  majefly’s  min  if* 
ters  in  general,  was  made  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  on  the  19th  of 
May,  by  alderman  Combe,  who 
Bated  it  to  be  the  general  opinion  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  as  well 
as  that  of  his  constituents,  that-  the 
calamities  which  prefled  fb  hard 
upon  the  people  were,  in  a  great 
meafure,  if  not  wholly,  owing  to  the 
miniflers  having  plunged  11s  into 
the  prefent  war.  This,  he  would 
not  deny,  at  the  commencement, 
appeared  to  be  popular :  but  it  had 
long  ceafed  to  be  fo  ;  to  which  no¬ 
thing  had  contributed  fo  much  as 
the  incapacity  of  thofe  who  carried 
it  on.  The  public,  however,  had- 
nevet  been  informed  of  the  real  or 
even  oftenfible  ground  on  which  it 
had  been  undertaken  :  nor  had  they 
been  able  to  obtain  anv  fixed  or 

j 

fettled  principle  by  which  their  go¬ 
vernors  had  been  guided.  Some¬ 
times  we  were  faid  to  fight  for  one 

purpofe. 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [251 


purpofe,  fometimes  for  another;  and 
flilZ  we  were  in  the  dark,  though 
left  alone  in  the  conteft.  Fie  was 
perfectly  of  opinion  with  his  con- 
jftituents,  that  it  required  men  of 
greater  minds,  and  more  upright  in¬ 
tentions,  to  bring  about  peace,  in 
our  prefent  c ire um fiances  to  etfen- 
tially  neceifarv.  He  therefore  mov¬ 
ed,  "  That  an  addrefs  be  prefen  ted 
to  his.majefty,  befeeching  him  to 
difmifs  from  his  councils  his  prefent 
minifters,  as  the  mod  likely  means 
of  obtaining  a  permanent  and 
fpeedy  peace.  ** 

This  motion  was  feconded  by  hr 
William  Milner,  and  fupported  by 
Mr.  Curwen,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr. 
Hobhoufe  and  Mr.  Sturt.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  was  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Hawkins  Browne,  the  aldermen 
Anderfon,  Curtis,  and  Lutbington, 
Mr.  Bootle,  Mr.  Brandling,  fir  Gil¬ 
bert  Heathcote,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr. 
Jeftereys,  Mr.  Pierrepoint,  and  Mr. 
JBurdon.  On  a  fubjedt  fo  often  dit- 
cufled,  as  the  merit  or  demerit  of  the 
minifier,  and  particularly  the  policy 
or  impolicy  of  the  war,  in  its  origin 
and  conduct,  there  could  not  well 
be  very  much  length  of  debate,  at 
this  period,  at  once  new  and  .  im¬ 
portant.  It  was  not  improper  for 
the  different  fpeakersto  call  to  mind, 
in  the  difcuftion  of  a  great  queftion, 
arguments  that  had  been  urged  again 


and  again,  even  to  tritenefs.  But  if 
might  appear  tedious,  and  would  be 
improper  to  give  fo  many  editions 
of  the  fame  topics  and  arguments 
in  a  written  volume.  In  all  quel- 
tions  of  importance,  whether  rela- 
ing  to  the  fiate  of  the  bank,  the  fiate 
of  Ireland,  the  origin  and  conduct 
of  the  war,  or  negociations  for  peace, 
the  general  plan  or  fyftem  of  min  if* 
ferial  management,  was  conftantly 
introduced.  We  (hall  therefore  con¬ 
tent  ourfelves,  as  in  fome  former  in¬ 
fiances,  with  a  very  general  outline 
of  what  patfed  in  the  ho ufe  of  com¬ 
mons  on  the  prefent  occafion.  Mr. 
Hawkins  Browne  took  a  full,  as 
well  as  methodical  and  clear  view  of 
the  conduct  of  adminiftration  for 
the  laft  twelve  years,  and,  on  a  re¬ 
view-  of  the  whole,  declared  his  ap¬ 
probation  of  their  meafures.  To  the 
prefent  adminiftration  he  aferibed 
our  enjoyment  of  the  three  greatefl 
bieffings  that  could  be  poflefled  :  li¬ 
berty,  internal  tranquillity,  and  ge¬ 
neral  prolperty.  juries  had  been 
invefted  with  the  right,  which  had 
been  difputed,  of  judging  of  all  the 
circumftances  of  the  cafe,  in  point 
of  law,  as  well  as  fa 61.  It  was  un¬ 
der  the  aufpices  of  the  prefent  ad¬ 
miniftration,  and  again  ft  every  high 
and  powerful  authority,  that  the 
continuance  of  an  impeachment* 
had  been  carried.  It  was  under 

the 


*  In  allufion  to  the  protra&ed  trial  of  Mr.  Mailings.  For  an  account  of  the  proba¬ 
ble  motives  that  formed,  or  in  the  modern  phrafeology,  organized  the  coalition  between 
the  minifters  and  the  profecutors  of  Mr.  Mailings,  which  Mr.  Browne  aferibes,  on  the 
part  of  the  minifter,  to  a  veneration  for  liberty,  lee  Memoirs  of  the  late  War  in  Afia, 
Vol.  I.  p.  361.  The  high  authority  to  which  Mr.  Browne  here  alludes,  is  lord  Thur- 
low.  Of  the  part  coalition  mentioned,  as  well  as  of  the  trial  and  acquittal  of  Mr. 
Mailings,  a  periodical  writer,  in  a  monthly  journal,  writes  as  follows.  “  A  profecution 
that  fprung  out  of  party-intrigues,  that  was  protrafted,  by  a  thoufand  artifices,  to  a 
term  difgraceful  to  the  jurifprudence  of  Great  Britain,  terminating  in  an  honourable  ac¬ 
quittal,  and  yet  in  its  lingering  operation,  and  final  refult,  inflicting  on  a  patriot  (if  that 

name 
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the  fame  ad  mini  fixation,  that  f  ho  bill, 
fo  obnoxious  to  the  people  of  Cana¬ 
da,  had  been  repealed,  and  a  i  idem 
of  freedom  e flabl i (bed  ;n  its  dead. 
Even  the  abides  of  liber  '  bad  been 
touched  with  a  lenient  hand;  and 
the  bdi  for  preventing  and  punifhing 
fed i lion  had  been  limited  to  the 
term  of  two  years;  nor  had  the) 
prevented  meetings  for  any  purpofe 
within  the  number  of  fifty.  Mr. 
.Browne  then  proceeded  to  notice 
(he  fecond  point:  tranquillity.  This-, 
he  faid,  had  a! wavs  been  to  clear, 
from  the  excellent  meafures  adopted 
by  miniders,  that  any  illuflration  of 
it  would  be  unneceffary.  M  r.Brow  ne, 
on  the  third  point*,  the  genera!  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  country,  divided  this 
bead  into  two  periods:  the  fir  ft 
from  1784  to  1792;  the  fecond, 
from  1792,  to  the  prefect  moment. 
In  the  fir  ft  period,  by  means  of  his 
pyeat  financial  abilities,  he  raifed 
ibe  funds  from  64  to  98.  In  the 
lame  proportion  with  the  funds,  the 
trade,  commerce,  manufactures, 
agriculture,  induftry,  and  ingenuity 
of  the  country,  kept  equal  pace  in 
their  increafe  of  general  profperity, 
and  the  country  had  arrived  at  the 
molt  unexampled  height  of  happi- 


nefs.  The  other  period,  to  which 
he  had  now  to  allude,  he  was  forry 
to  fay,  was  a  very  painful  reverie. 
Thofe  polit  cal  evils,  however,  by 
which  it  had  been  occafoned,  were 
entirely  owing  to  the  French  revo¬ 
lution.  The  country  owed  every 
thing  to  the  min; fry  for  entering 
into  the  pr  fent  war:  for,  by  that, 
he  believed,  and  by  that  alone,  they 
ha  •  kept  the  tcene  of  action  entirely 
from  this  country. 

Mr.  alderman  Curtis  fh  re  welly  re¬ 
marked,  that  the  infruClions  given 
to  his  worthy  friend,  and  colleague,, 
by  his  conftituents,  were  to  move 
for  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty  to  dif- 
mifs,  from  his  councils,  his  pre¬ 
lent  weak  and  wicked  minifters  for 
ever.  Now,  faid  the  alderman,  his 
worthy  friend  had  left  the  words 
weak  and  wicked  out  of  his  motion, 
(even  though  he  profeffed  himfelf 
bound  to  aft  according  to  the  in- 
f ructions  of  his  conftituents)  which 
plainly  fhe\Ved  that  he  did  not  think 
they  were  fo. 

Mr.  alderman  Anderfon  believed, 

there  were  a  great  many  men, 
without  doors,  who  were  very  bad 
indeed,  and  who  wanted  to  intro¬ 
duce  anarchy  and  confuf  orM  For 


name  can  yet  be  ufed  without  unfortunate  affociations  of  ideas)  of  the  mod  fplendid  talents 
and  amiable  virtues,  a  confinement  of  ten  years,  and  a  fine  in  fadf,  in  his  law  expences, 
nearly  equal  to  the  whole  of  his  fortune.  While  all  parties  of  men,  concurring  in  the 
worfhip  of  the  riling  fun,  though  rather  under  a  cloud,  agree  to  the  repeated  payment  of 
debts,  incurred,  not  by  the  exercife  of  either  public  or  private  virtue— can  it  be  endured, 
that  a  bafe  union  of  envy,  jealoufy,  difappointment,  and  refentment,  fhall  purfue  Mr. 
Hafiings  with  hofhle  vengeance,  after  the  importance  of  his  public  fervices  is  univerfally 
admitted,  and  his  innocence  difpiaved  in  the  light  of  noon  day.  Who,  then,  will  hence¬ 
forth  aiTume  any  degree  of  refponfibiiity,  even  in  order  to  fave  his  country  from  ruin?1 
Who  will  not  be  daggered  in  the  difeharge  of  his  duty  ?  If  this  may  expofe  him  to  that 
dreadful  inftrument  of  vengeance,  the  law’s  delay,  wielded  by  his  enemies,  not  only 
with  impunity  to  themfelves,  and  emolument,*  but  even  with  a  temporary  glitter  of 
falfe  glory  and  foolifft  acclamation.’*  Political  Appendix  to  the  Er.glljk  Review  for 
RRy,  1795. 

Mr.  Jaur’Kxh  ton  was  retained,  at  a  great  expence,  3s  fblicitor  fo.  the  prcLcutiou. 

this 
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thisreafon,  he  fhould  give  his  pofitive 
and  hearty  negative  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  CurvVen  confeffed  that  he 
had  never  heard  any  arguments 
which  could  convince  him  that  the 
profper-ity  of  the  country  was  at  all 
owing  to  the  prelent  adminidra- 
tion.  It  was  a  common  and  often 
a  baneful  error  to  confound  caufes 
with  collateral  effects.  Nothing 
could  be  more  abfurd,  nor  a  greater 
proof  of  fuperdittous  veneration  and 
weaknefs,  than  toafcnbe  all  the  bled 
tings  we  enjoyed  to  the  minider,  and 
ail  the  evils  to  caufes  which  he  could 
neither  forelee  nor  prevent. 

Mr.  Hobhoafe  dated  fome  drill¬ 
ing  prefumptions,  not  to.  fay  com¬ 
plete  proofs,  that  in  the  prefer) t 
war  we  were  the  aggreflors,  and 
that  miniders  had  miffed  many  op¬ 
portunities  of  making  an  honour¬ 
able  peace. 

Mr.  Sturt  execrated  the  eondudl 
of  miniders,  in  cheating  the  nation 
of  them  money  by  pretended  over¬ 
tures  for  peace ;  in  employing  pri- 
foners,  notorioufly  attached  to  re- 
publican  ifm,  for  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  monarchy  in  France ; 
whence  the  difader  at  Queberon  : 
in  facr dicing  millions  of  money, 
and  tjie  flower  of  our  army  at 
St.  Domingo,  &c.  He  declared  his 
conviction  that  the  fuccefs,  nay  the 
very  exidence  of  the  country  de¬ 
pended  on  the  fupport  of  the  pre- 
fen  t  motion. 

Mr.  Burclon  thought,  that  the 
difmiflal  of  miniders  was  a  irieafure 
which  would  retard  rather  than 
accelerate  peace,  and,  indeed  of 
allaying  the  prefent  ferment  in  the 
public  mind,  kindle  and  foment 
didurbances.  The  queftion  being 
impatiently  called  for,  there  were 
found,  ayes  59,  noes  242. 
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The  attack  on  the  principles  and 
meafures  of  the  prefent  miniders 
was  renewed,  or  rather  continued, 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  under 
another  form. 

On  the  tvventy-flxth  of  May,  Mr. 
Grey  role,  in  purfuan'ce  of  "previ¬ 
ous  notice,  to  move  for  a  reform 
in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people. 
After  an  exordium,  con  trading  our 
former  profperity  with  our  prefent 
diftrefs,  and  alfo  afferting  the  purity 
and  patriotism  of  his  prefent  inten¬ 
tions,  he  exprefied  his  wifh  that  our 
edablifliment  fhould  remain  as  it 
was  ;  compofed  of  lords  and  com¬ 
mons.  He  propofed,  that  the  county 
reprefentation  fhould  remain  nearly 
on  the  fame  footing  :  only,  that 
indead  of  ninety-two  county  mem¬ 
bers,  there  fhould  be  one  hundred 
and  thirteen.  For  in  dance,  in¬ 
deed  of  two  for  the  county  of 
York,  there  fhould  be  two  for  each 
riding;  and  fo  in  other  counties, 
where  the  prefent  reprefentation 
was  not  proportionate  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  population.  In  order  to 
put  an  end  to  eompromifes,  each 
county,  or  riding,  fhould  be  divided 
into  grand  diviflons,  each  of  which 
fhould  return  one  reprefentative. 
With  regard  to  the  qualifications 
of  electors,  indead  of  confining  the 
right  of  election  to  free-holders,  it 
fhould  be  extended  to  copy-holders 
and  leafe-holders,  who  were  bound 
to  pay  a  certain  annual  rent,  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  years.  But  the  re¬ 
form  which  he  had  to  propofe,  in 
the  other  branch  of  reprefentation, 
was  of  a  much  more  extenfive  na¬ 
ture.  It  was,  that  the  remaining 
four  hundred  members  fhould  be 
returned  by  one  defcription  of  per- 
tons,  which  were  houle-holders.  If 
it  were  poflible,  one  perfcn  fhould 

flot 
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not  be  permitted  to  vote  for  more 
than  one  member  of  parliament. 
In  order  to  prevent  expence,  the 
poll  ought  to  be  taken  through  the 
whole  kingdom  at  one  time:  this 
was  the  outline  of  his  plan  ;  to  ft  ate 
that  it  could  be  obtained  at  firft 
with  exactnefs,  or  was  not  liable  to 
difficulties,  would  be  prefumptuous 
and  abfurd.  But  he  flattered  him- 
fel'f  there  would  be  found  no  in- 
fuperable  or  fundamental  objections 
to  it.  The  land-owner  would  find 
his  property  fuitably  reprefented ; 
the  merchant  fupport  in  the  houfe- 
holders  ;  and  men  of  refpect ability 
and  talents  in  the  different  pro- 
feffions  would  find  a  fair  door  open 
for  admifiion  into  parliament.  The 
only  pertons  whom  he  wiffied  to  ex¬ 
clude  from  that  houfe,  were  men 
who  were  neither  poffefled  of  land¬ 
ed  property,  nor  engaged  in  com¬ 
mercial  enterprise,  nor  profefiors  of 
any  particular  fcience,  and  who, 
without  property,  without  induftry, 
and  without  talents,  obtained  feats 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  by  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  great  men,  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  not  of  confuhing  the  good  of 
the  people,  but  of  promoting  their 
own  interefis. 

Mr.  Grey’s  motion  was  feconded 
by  Mr.  Erfkine,  who,  alter  an  ex¬ 
ordium  relating  to  his  own  fituation, 
principles,  and  feelings,  topics  to 
which  he  alfo  returned,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  manner,  in  different 
parts  of  his  fpeecb,  obferved,  that 
out  of  the  motion  which  had  been 
made,  there  arofe,  for  the  conftdera- 
tion  of  the  houfe,  three  quefiions; 
firfi,  whether  the  houfe  of  commons, 
in  its  prefent  frame  and  conlritution, 
fulfills  the  ends  of  its  office,  in  the 
Britifh  government,  fo  as  to  render 
any  change  in  it  expedient?  By  the 
houfe  of  commons,,  (aid  Mr.  Erfkine, 


I  defire  not  to  be  fuppofed  to  fpeak  ot 
this,  or  of  the  lafi,  or  of  thofe  long  pafi, 
or  that  may  yet  be  elected,  but  of  any 
pofiible  houfe  of  commons,  in  its  pre¬ 
fent  frame  and  conftitution.  Second¬ 
ly,  whether,  fuppofing  a  reform  in 
parliament  to  be  neceffary,  the  fpeci- 
fic  propotition  fubmitted  to  the  houfe 
appears  to  be  faluiary,  practicable, 
and  adapted  to  cure  the  evils  com¬ 
plained  off,  fo  as  to  entitle  it  to  the 
ulterior  confideration  of  the  houfe 
in  the  form  of  a  bill,  to  be  brought 
before  us?  Thirdly,  whether,  fup¬ 
pofing  a  reform  in  parliament  to  be 
expedient,  and  the  propofition  made 
by  the  motion  to  be  worthy  of  con¬ 
sideration,  the  prefent  moment  is 
feafonable  for  entertaining  it  ?  This 
lafi  point  is,  indeed,  a  matter  of  the 
highefi  importance.  The  prefent  is 
no  common  period,  and  pregnant 
with  no  common  events. 

Mr.  Erfkine  proceeded  to  fliew, 
that  from  the  gradual  and  fiill  grow¬ 
ing  influence  of  the  crown,  the  houfe 
of  commons  had  been  perverted,  in 
fact,  from  its  original  office  :  which 
was,  to  balance  the  other  branches  of 
government ;  to  watch  with  jealoufy 
over  the  executive  government,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  to  protect  the  po¬ 
pular.  privileges  againft  the  en¬ 
croachments  of  ariftocratic  influence 
on  the  other.  With  regard  to  the 
fecond  point,  the  conclufion  that  he 
drew  from  a  variety  of  juft  and  in¬ 
genious  obfervations,  was,  that  ho¬ 
ned  but  vifionary  men,  confounding 
the  unalienable  rights  of  every  man 
to  interfere  in  the  adminiftration  ot 
actual  government,  with  the  right  to 
be  well  governed,  impoted  an  afitual 
tyranny  upon  the  world  in  their 
zeal  for  univerfal  freedom  :  but 
that  the  fyftem  of  his  excellent  and 
enlightened  friend,  avoided  that  dan¬ 
gerous  Bumbling'  block,  and  created 

a  prac- 
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a  practical  government,  on  princi¬ 
ples  which  had  no  tendency  to  dis¬ 
organize  Society,  or  (hake  the  efta- 
blilhment  of  the  nation.  As  to  the 
iaft  and  mod:  momentous  point,  that 
of  time,  Mr.  Edkine’s  opinion  was, 
that  the  prefent  moment  for  reforma¬ 
tion  was  Angularly  and  critically 
feafonable;  and  that  thofe  who 
feized  on  the  times,  as  a  foundation 
for  objection,  would  lay  the  lame 
hold  on  profperity,  if  it  were  pro- 
pofed,  on  the  return  of  peace. 
This  opinion,  by  a  variety  of  con¬ 
siderations,  it  mutt  be  owned,  he 
i  rendered  extremely  probable. — But 
I  it  was  Said,  in  objection  to  the 
:  times,  that  there  was,  at  the  pre- 
|  Sent  moment,  a  dangerous  dif- 
:  affection  prevalent  in  the  minds  of 
;  men,  to  the  government  of  this 
i  country  ;  and  that  peftilent  and  de- 
:  ftrudtive  thories  hacl  poifoned  public 
|  opinion,  againft  all  monarchical  con- 
;  dilutions.  Admitting,  laid  Mr. 

!■  Erfkine,  for  the  fake  of  argument, 

:  that  the  imputation  of  wide-fpred 
i  difaffedtion  is  juft,  how  is  the  evil  to 
i  be  remedied  ?  If  defpair  of  ob- 
:  taining  any  moderate  reform  has 
:  driven  any  conftderable  numbers  to 
j  republicanism,  to  whom  is  the  fault 
i  to  be  imputed  ?  Will  any  man  de- 
i  ny,  that  the  foundation  of  this  Spirit 
i  (whatever  may  be  its  extent)  was 
:  laid  in  the  declarations  of  the  right 
:  honourable  gentleman  him  Self,  who 
i  affirmed,  that  it  was  impoffible  an 
wpright  or  ufeful  adminiftration 
i  could  exift,  whilft  the  houfe  was 
\  conftituted  as  it  is,  and  who  has  un- 
janfwerably  illuftrated  the  truth  of 
i  his  pofttion,  by  the  evidence  of  his 
■own  ?  Did  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  imagine,  that  he 
(could  prefcribe  bounds  beyond 
which  this  Spirit  fhould  not  pat’s  ? 
Did  he  imagine  that  he  could  plant 
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the  root,  and  prevent  the  Shoots 
from  Springing,  up  ?  Does  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  think  that  he 
can  extinguifh,  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  that  diftruft  of  the  prefent 
fyftem  of  government  which  he 
himfelf  has  taught  them  to  enter¬ 
tain  ?  Or  does  he  think  by  coercion 
to  make  them  tamely  Submit  to 
thofe  abufes  which  he  himfelf  was 
the  foremoft  to  expofe?  Does  he 
think  to  guard  the  constitution  from 
violence,  by  perfecting  thofe  who 
would  peaceably  reform  it  ?  Does  he 
think  to  Silence  the  voice  of  com¬ 
plaint,  by  a  Sullen  refufal  to  remedy 
the  grievance  ?  This  road  may  doe 
pur fued  for  a  feafon;  but  the  end 
thereof  is  death.  Inflead  of  inflam¬ 
ing  by  perfection,  let t  me  advife 
you  to  conciliate  by  feafonable  con- 
ceffion.  The  fyftem  of  terror  can 
neither  remove  nor  Silence  a  deep- 
rooted  and  well-founded  difeontent. 
Let  me  conclude  with  repeating 
again,  that  the  condition  of  this 
country  renders  a  reform  moil  criti¬ 
cally  feafonable.  The  nation  Lands 
in  the  moft  perilous  predicament ; 
government  is  forced  to  call  upon 
the  people  for  greater  exertions  than 
at  former  times.  Burdens  which 
appeared  impracticable,  even  in 
Speculation,  are  now  to  be  carried 
into  practical  efted.  This  mil  ft  be 
clone,  either  by  affection,  or  by  co¬ 
ercion  ;  and  this  is  the  moment  for 
the  choice.  Give  the  people  the 
bleffings  of  the  conftitution,  and 
they  will  join  with  ardour  in  its  de¬ 
fence:  raife  within  thefe  walls  a 
Standard,  which  was  never  before 
railed,  around  which  the  friends  of 
the  conftitution  may  rally,  and  to 
which  the  people  will  be  attracted 
by  the  feelings  of  confidence  and  of 
attachment ;  it  will  give  general 
Satisfaction  •  it  will  unite  all  who 

are 
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are  divided,  and  create  a  general 
fpirit  to  beat  up  again  ft  the  calami¬ 
ties  by  which  we  are  furrounded. 

v  Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  the  ques¬ 
tion  was  not,  whether  forne  altera¬ 
tion  might  be  attended  with  advan¬ 
tage,  but  whether  the  degree  of 
benefit  might  be  worth  the  chance 
of  the  mi  (chief  it  probably,  or  pof- 
tibly,  might  induce.  It  would  not 
be  prudent  to  give  an  opening  to 
principles  that  aimed  at  nothing 
lefs  than  the  annihilation  of  the 
con  dilution. —But  what  he  appear¬ 
ed  to  have  mod  at  heart,  as  was 
very  natural,  and  what  it  was  the 
principal  tendency  or  his  fpeech 
to  refute,  was,  the  alleged  incon- 
ddency  of  thofe  who  had  formerly 
fupported  parliamentary  reform,  in 
oppodng  it  now.-r-There  was  no 
inconddency,  he  laid,  in  foregoing 
a  prefent  advantage  for  a  future 
benefit,  or  for  the  fake  of  avoiding 
Impending  evils.  Could  we  believe 
that  men,  who  remained  unmoved 
by  the  didnal  example  which  their 
principles  had  produced,  whole 
pretendor.s  role  or  fell  with  the 
fuccefs  or  the  decline  of  jacobinifm, 
in  every  part  of  Europe,  were  ever 
aduated  by  a  fimilarity  of  motives 
and  of  objeds  with  thole  who  pro- 
fecuted  the  baufe  of  reform  as  a 
pradical  advantage,  apd  maintained 
it  on  condi  national  vie  vs.  “  From 
the  period,  faid  Mr.  Pitt,  when  the 
new  and  alarming  mra  of  the  French 
revolution  broke  in  upon  the  world, 
I  found  that  the  grounds  on  which 
the  quedion  of  reform  reded  were 
fundamentally  altered.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  temper  of  moderate 
reformers  will  lead  them  to  make 


common  caufe  with  the  irrecorP' 
cileable  enemies  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.” — As  to  the  fpecific  plan  of 
reform,  propofed  by  Mr.  Grey,  lie 
thought  it  was  at  once  highly  ex¬ 
ceptionable  in  theory,  and  unfup- 
ported  by  experience. 

Mr.  Sheridan  denied  that  die 
horrors  of  France  were  produced 
by  the  rights  of  man.  Bloody  cala¬ 
mities  there  had  been,  but  they  did 
not  originate  in  thofe  principles. 
There  was  not  one  individual  who 
had  been  concerned  in  writing  or 
publifhing  them  that  was  concerned 
in  any  of  the  maflacres.  Exeefs 
was  the  natural  coniequence  of  all 
revolutions';  when  men  fliook  off 
their  flavery,  under  the  neeedity 
of  recovering  their  liberty  by  fore  , 
they  were  naturally  intemperat  , 
If  the  quedion  were  put  to  hie  ,, 
who  were  the  real  authors  •and 
abettors  of  the  French  matiaqres, 
he  would-  not  hedtate  to  place 
certain  defpots  in  the  front  of  Iris 
acenfation.  The  minider  had  oe- 
dred  the  public  to  look  upon  refor¬ 
mation  as  a  latent  mode  of  overturn¬ 
ing  the  condi tutfon.  Fie  knew  not 
why  univerfal  fufffage  had  been 
brought  into  fuch  contempt.  He: 
remembered  Mr.  Pitt’s  'x  having1 
dgned  Ida  name,  with  the  duke  of 
Richmond,  at  tome  meetings,  in  fa-' 
vour  of  reform  and  annual  parlia¬ 
ments.  Mr.  Sheridan  mentioned! 
feveral  circumdances  of  comfort  and 
hope,  in  his  own  particular  fitua- 
tion,  which  rendered  it  incredible: 
that  he  dipuld  entertain  any  defigm 
or  wilh.  to  throw  things  into  anar-ij 
chy  and  eonfution.  —  For  this,  inn 
pur  opinion,  Mr.  Sheridan  is  en-j 


*  We  do  not  confider  it  to  be  neceflary,  as  .1/  v/e  were  members  of  parliament, . 
fpeaking  in  parliament,  to'  adhere  to  all  the  circumlocutions  of  “right  honourable, 
gentlemen  oppohte  to  each  other,  &c.  &0.’5 

*  '  d  •  titled  i  I 
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titled  fo  full  credit:  and  having 
laid  this,  it  will  not  be  imputed  as 
any  perfonal  attack  on  that  gentle¬ 
man,  if,  contrarily  to  our  ufual 
cuftom,  we  make  a  remark  on  a 
fpeech,  the  fubftance  and  tendency 
of  which,  only,  it  is  our  bull  nets, 
in  the  character  of  annalifis,  to  re¬ 
port.  This  ob  for  vat  ion,  that  the 
maflacres  of  France  did  not  origi¬ 
nate  in  the  principles  of  the  rights 
of  man,  though  commonly  retorted 
to  by  the  defenders  of  innovation, 
is  not  worthy  of  the  philofophi- 
cal  accuracy  and  precifion  of  Mr. 
Sheridan,  who  knows  the  difiinc- 
lion  between  efficient  caufes,  or 
rather  the  one  efficient  caufe, 
and  natural  caufes  or  occajions.  Maf- 
i acres  cannot  arife  out  of  mere  ' 
abfiractions,  whether  entertained 
1  in’  die  brain,  or  reprefen  ted  by 
iymbols  or  writing;  but  notions 
!  concerning  rights,  mingled  with, 
and  brought  into  play,  every  evil 
;  paffion.  An  explofion  is  effected 
‘  not  by  nitre  alone,  but  by  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  fire  on  nitre  mixed  with 
iulphur. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett,  among  a 
variety  of  pointed  obfervations, 
laid,  that  without  a  reform  of  par¬ 
liament,  corruption  would  become 
the  euthanafia  of  the  confutation. 
Corruption  had  reduced  ns,  with 
all  the  advantages  of  our  foil  and 
climate,  to  a  fiate,  that  no  more 
refembled,  in  point  of  liberty,  that 
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of  our  anceftors,  than  if  we  were 
the  inhabitants  of  a  foreign  land. 
“  Indeed,  faid  fir  Francis,  with  all 
our  boaft  of  wealth,  the  mean  and 
hard  lot  of  poverty  falls  to  the  fhare 
of  the  mafs  of  the  people  :  and  that 
comfort,  which  ought  to  be  the  re¬ 
ward  of  honed:  labour,  is  feized  by 
the  griping  hand  of  a  rapacious 
government.  But  all  thefe  things 
are  drawing  towards  a  concha fion. 
That  which  was  once  a  matter  of 
choice,  is  now  a  matter  of  necef- 
fi ty ;  and  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  though  an  enemy  to 
liberty,  has,  by  his  conduct,  con¬ 
tributed  to  revolution.”  Sir  Fran¬ 
cis  concluded  a  conclfe  but  ener¬ 
getic  fpeech,  glowing  with  the  fire 

of  freedom  and  the  feniiments  of 

► 

humanity,  with  declaring,  that  the 
prefect  motion  fnould  have  his 
hearty  fupport. 

From  the  generous  concern  of 
fir  Francis  Burdett  for  the  oppreflecl 
mafs  of  the  people,  whole  patient 
and  filent  1  offerings  (Seldom  find  a 
fincere  advocate  in  inch  a  place, 
we  can  neither  with-hold  nor  fup- 
prefs  our  fincere  approbation  and 
applaufe.  Of  what  ufe  is  a  flour  idl¬ 
ing  revenue,  if  it  cannot  be  applied, 
by  political  management,  to  the 
relief  and  comfort  of  the  great  body 
of  the  people  ?  * 

Sir  Richard  Mill  did  not  omit,  oil 
the  prefen t  occafleo,  to  harp  on  the 
common  firing  of  the  minifiers  in- 

con  flfiency. 


*  We  have  formerly  had  occasion  to  obferve  that  mod  of  our  laws,  multiplied  ajmofit 
beyond  the  power  of  enumeration,  relate  to  the  augmentation  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
prefervation,  not  to  fay  the  extenhon,  of  the  powers  of  the  executive  government.  Few 
are  the  laws  of  a  truly  paternal  and  patriotic  kind.  Nay,  when  meafures  have  been 
propofed  for  reducing  the  enormous  price  of  provifions,  we  have  feen  a  minifler  of  date 
fetting  his  face  againft  them.  On  the  twenty.fecond  of  June,  this  year,  Mr.  Mainwaring 
moved  the  order  of  the  day,  on  a  bill  for  the  better  preventing  of  foreflalling  and  regrating 
of  live  cattle.  Mr.  Dundas  oppofed  this  bill,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  hurt  the 
landed  intereft  of  this  country,  by  diminithing,  through  a  reduced  price  of  provifions, 
The  value  of  farms.  Though  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  ki  1796,  had  de- 
Vo  m  XXXIX,  £  S]  cidedly 
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confiftency,  In  felting  his  face  again  ft 
the  prefen t  motion,  though  he  had 
formerly  made  a  motion  in  favour  of 
reform.  He  thought  the  conftitution 
was  not  well ;  and  if  he  faw  a  pa¬ 
tient  almoft  expiring,  he  would  na¬ 
turally  afk  the  doctor,  “  have  you 
any  experiments  to  try  ?  ”  Phyfi- 
cians  we  had,  who  had  followed 
the  plan  of  Dr.  Saiigrado,  in  bleed¬ 
ing  too  much.  Some  other  plan 
ought  to  be  followed.  Though  he 
believed  there  were  hut  few  on 
either  fide  of  the  houfe  who  had 
any  religion,  he  believed  there  was 
much  virtue  in  both,  and  he  fhould 
like  to  fee  them  united  to  lave  the 
country,  which  was,  as  it  were,  be¬ 
tween  two  mill-ftones,  almoft  ground 
to  powder.  He  wiftied  well  to  re¬ 
form,  and  he  thought  the  beft  way 
to  fet  this  on  foot,  was,  for  every 
man  to  reform  himfelf.  He  wiftied 
we  had  paid  more  devotion  to  the 
will  of  him  without  whofe  power 
we  could  do  nothing.  Yet,  after 
all  thefe  obfervations,  on  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  felf-reformation,  and  our 
inability  to  do  any  thing  of  our- 
ielves,  he  trufted  that  he  fhould 
not  be  thought  inconftftent  in  voting 
for  Mr.  Grey’s  motion. 

Sir  William  Geary  could  not  af- 
fent  to  Mr.  Grey’s  propofition,  as 
it  was  fo  nearly  allied  to  univerfal 
fuffrage. 

Mr.  Milbank  wiftied  for  a  par¬ 
liamentary  reform,  as  the  beft  means 
of  deftroying  that  confidence  in 
minifters  which  had  produced  lo 
many  evils  in  this  country. 

Sir  William  Young,  after  arguing 


agamit  die  motion,  from  the  com¬ 
mon  topic  of  conceffions  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  en  .puraging  and  imbibing 
demands  without  end,  made  an  ob- 
fervation  on  Mr.  Grey’s  plan,  which 
was  new,  ingenious,  foiid,  and 
worthy  of  tenons  conft deration. 
Though  it  was  intended,  bv  that 
plan,  to  enlarge  the  reprefen tation 
of  the  final!  boroughs,  yet,  he  under- 
flood,  that  the  great  cities  and 
populous  towns  were  to  be  divided 
according  to  their  population ;  in 
which  cafe,  it  was  obvious,  that  the 
metropolis  would  have  a  prepon¬ 
derance  over  all  the  reft  of  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  and  become  the  republic  of 
England,  as  Paris  was  of  France. 

Mr.  Barham,  though  he  had  been, 
through  life,  an  advocate  for  par¬ 
liamentary  reform,  objected  to  Mr. 
Grey’s  motion,  becaufe,  it  was  not, 
in  bis  opinion,  called  for  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  people;  and,  becaufe, 
this  was  not  the  proper  time  for 
agitating  the  important  queftion. 
The  motion  was  alfo  oppofed  by  fir 
Gregory  Page  Turner,  who  always 
felt  for  the  conftitution,  and  nothing 
elfe,  when  he  got  up  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  when  he  lay  down  at 
night.”  But  it  was  fupported  by 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Pollen,  fir  William 
Dolben,  and  Mr.  Fox. 

It  would  carry  us  far  beyond  our 
bounds  to  give  even  a  brief  analyfis 
of  Mr.  Fox’s  fpeech  on  this  occafion. 
And  it  is  the  lefs  neceffary  to  do  fo, 
that  his  fentiments,  on  the  fubject 
of  a  parliamentary  reform,  have 
again  and  again  been  let  forth  ill 
this  work,  on  f undry  occafions. 


ctdedly  pronounced  that  the  high  price  of  provisions  was  owing  to  foreftalling  and 
regratir.g ;  to  collufion  between  the  falefman  and  the  carcafe-butcher,  rise  bill  was 
thrown  out  of  the  houfe,  on  a  motion  for  its  being  read  a  fecond  time  on  June  2,9. 
Other  reafons  for  its  rejsdion  were  alleged  ;  but  the  reafon  that  hrft  occurred  to  Mr. 
Dursdas,  we  may  prefume,  was  none  of  the  weake/t. 
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The  following  appear  to  us  to  be 
among  the  moft  ftriking  and  weighty 
of  his  obfervations  and  arguments 
in  the  prefen t  debate.— He  faw 
nothing,  in  what  is  called  the  la¬ 
mentable  example  of  France,  to 
prove  to  him,  that  timely  acquief- 
cence  with  the  defires  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  was  more  dangerous  than  ob¬ 
late  refinance  to  their  demands. 
Tne  fituations  of  Great  Britain  and 
France  were  fo  effentially  different, 
theie  was  fo  little  in  common  be¬ 
tween  the  character  of  England  at 
this^  day,  and  the  character  of  France 
at  the  commencement  of  the  revolu¬ 
tion,  that/ it  was  impofiible  to  reafon 
upon  them  from  parity  of  circum- 
ftances  .  or  of  character.  It  had 
been  laid,  that  the  houfe  poffeffed 
the  confidence  of  the  country  as 
much  as  ever.  “  This,  in  truth, 
laid  Mr.  fox,  is  as  much  as  to  fay, 
that  his  majefiyfs  minifiers  poflefs 
the  confidence  of  the  country  in  the 
fame  degree  as  ever,  fince  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  houfe  fupport  and  ap¬ 
plaud  the  meafures  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  give  their  countenance 
to  all  the  evils  which  we  are  doom¬ 
ed  to  endure.  Is  confidence  to  be 
always  againft  the  people,  and  never 
tor  them  ?  It  is  a  notable  argument, 
that,  becaufe  we  do  not  find,  at 
!  general  eledlion,  very  material 
changes  in  the  reprefentation,  the 
fentiments  of  the  people  continued 
the  fame,  in  favour  of  the  war,  and 
in  favour  of  his  majefty’s  minifiers. 
The  very  ground  of  the  prefent  dif- 
cuffion  gives  the  anfwer  to  this  ar¬ 
gument.  Why  do  we  agitate  the 
quefhon  of  parliamentary  reform  ? 
Why  but  becaufe  this  houfe  is  not 
a  lufficient  reprefentation  of  the 
people  ?  We  muff  argue  from  ex¬ 
perience,  Let  us  look  back  to  the 
period  of  the  American  war:  it  be¬ 
ll  ■ 


came  unpopular,  and  the  king^s 
minifiers  loft  the  confidence  of  the' 
nation ;  yet,  on  the  general  elec¬ 
tion  which  followed  the  diflolution 
of  parliament,  in  1780,  not  more 
than  three  or  four  perfons  were  add¬ 
ed  to  the  number  of  thofe  who  had, 
from  the  beginning,  oppofed  the 
difafirous  career  of  the  minifiers  in 
that  war.” 

The  grand  topic  of  declamation 
againft  the  minifter,  and  that  on 
which,  notwithftanding  his  defence 
of  changing  times  and  circum- 
ftanees,  he  was  conftantly  teized 
and  badgered,  was,  his  alleged  apof- 
tacy,  from  his  profeffed  principles 
of  parliamentary  reformation.  And 
that  not  only  by  the  fpeakers  ufually 
in  oppofition,  but  even,  in  feme  in- 
fiances,  by  others,  on  the  whole,  by 
no  means  adverfe  to  adminiftrafion. 
This  inftrument  of  attack,  though 
fo  common,  was  not  difdained  by 
Fir.  Fox  ;  but  he  wielded  it  with 
his  life g l  fuperiori ty  of  addrefs. 
•I  remember,  fa  id  Mr.  Fox,  that  lord 
North,  after  the  general  eledion 
jufi  mentioned,  made  ufe  of  the  fame 
argument  precifely  as  is  now  made 
ufe  of,  and  the  prefent  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  made  aj  uft  and  /hiking 
ufe  of  it  to  demonftrate  the  necef- 
fity  of  a  parliamentary  reform.  Re¬ 
ferring  to  the  general  election,  Rill 
decidedly  in  favour  of  the  minifter 
of  the  day,  as  to  a  demonfiration  of 
the  neceffiiy  of  a  parliamentary  re¬ 
form,  he  laid,  "  you  fee,  that  fb 
de.edive,  ;o  inadequate,  is  the  pre- 
feu  t  practice,  at  leaft  of  the  ele&ive 
franchife,  that  no  impreffion  of  na¬ 
tional  calamity,  no  convfetion  of 
minifterial  error,  no  abhorrence  of 
difafirous  war,  is  fufficient  to  ftand 
againft  that  corrupt  influence  which 
has  mixed  itfelf  with  election,  and 
which  d row  113  the  popular  voice.” 

[  S  -  ]  Upon 


\ 


i 
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Upon  ‘his  fragment,  and  upon  this 
mn&nfwerable  argument,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  acted  In  the 
pear  17  82.  When  he  pro  pol  ed  a 
parliarn  ntary  reform,'  he  did  it  ex- 
pi'efily  on  the  ground  of  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  1780,  and  he  made  an 
explicit  declaration,  that  we  had  no 
other  fecurity  by  which  to  guard 
our  (elves  a  gain  ft  the  return  of  the 
fame  evils.  He  repeated  this  warn¬ 
ing  in  1783  and  in  1785.  It  was 
the  leading  principle  of  his  conduct. 

Without  a  reform,  laid  he,  the 
nation  cam  not  be  fafe ;  this  war 
may  be  put  an  end  to,  but  what 
will  protect  you  againft  another  ? 
As  certainly  as  the  fpirit,  which  en¬ 
gendered  the  pre.fen t  war,  actuates 
the  fecret  councils  of  the  crown, 
will  you,  under  the  influence  of  a 
defective  reprefentation,  be  involved 
again  in  new  wars,  and  in  fimilar 
Calamities.” 

Tin's  was  his  argument  in  1 7  82, 
this  was  his  prophecy ;  and  the 
fight  honourable  gentleman  was  a. 
true  prophet.  Precifely  as  he  pro¬ 
nounced  it,  the  event  happened; 
smother  war  took  place,  and  I  am 
lure  it  will  not  be  confidered  as  an 
aggravation  of  its  character,  that  it 
is  at  leal 7  equal  in  difafter  to  the 
war  of  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  complained.  “  The  de- 
fed!  of  reprefentation,  he  fa  id,  is 
the  national  difeafe;  and,  unlefsyou 
apply  diredtly  a  remedy  to  that  dif- 
caie,  you  mull  inevitably  take  the 
confequences  with  which  it  is  preg¬ 
nant.”  With  inch  an  authority, 
can  any  man  deny  that  I  reafon 
fight  ?  Did  not  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  demonftrate  his  cafe? 
Good  God !  what  a  fate  is  that  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and 
m  what  a  hate  of  whimfical  con- 
%&di£lion  does  he  Hand  I  During 


the  whole  courfe  of  his  admimflns* 
tien,  and  particularly  during  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  every 
prediction  that  he  has  made,  every 
hope  that  he  has  held  out,  every 
prophecy  that  he  has  hazarded,  ha« 
failed;  he  has  difappointed  the  ex¬ 
pectations  that  he  has  raifed  ;  and 
every  promife  that  he  has  given  has 
proved  to  be  a  fallacy  and  a  phan¬ 
tom.  Yet,  for  thefe  very  declara¬ 
tions,  and  notwithstanding  th ef« 
failures,  we  have  called  him  a  wife 
minuter.  We  have  given  him  cur 
confidence  on  account  of  his  pre¬ 
dictions,  and  have  continued  it  upon 
their  failure.  Though  no  one  event 
which  lie  foretold  has  been  verified# 
we  have  continued  to  behold  him 
as  the  oracle  of  wifdom  1  But,  in  the 
only  infiance  in  which  what  he  really 
predicted,  as  if  by  divine  infpi ra¬ 
ti  on,  has  come  to  pafs,  in  that  we 
have  treated  him  with  ftubbora. 
incredulity  I  In  1783,  he  pronoun¬ 
ced  the  awful  prophecy,  **  without 
a  parliamentary  reform  the  nation 
will  be  plunged  into  new  wars; 
Without  a  parliamentary  reform  yoa 
cannot  be  fafe  againft  bad  minifters ; 
nor  can  even  good  minifters  be  of 
ufe  to  you/7  Such  was  his  pre¬ 
diction  i  and  it  has  come  upon  us. 
It  would  feem  as  if  the  whole  lift* 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
from  that  period,  had  been  deftinef 
by  Providence  for  the  illuftratiomof 
his  warning.  '  If  I  were  dilpofed  to 
conftder  him  as  a  real  ehthufiaft, 
and  a  bigot  in  divination,  we  might : 
be  apt  to  think  that  he  had  himielfl 
taken  meafures  for  the  verific-alimn 
of  his  prophecy.  Pie  might  nowi 
exclaim  to  us,  with  the  proud  fer¬ 
vour  of  fuccefs,  t(  you  fee  the  con-" 
fequence  of  not  liftening  to  tire*' 
oracle  !  I  told  you  what  woiftd  hap-  , 
pen;  it  is  true  that  your  ddtructiom  ; 
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is  complete ;  I  have  plunged  you 
into  a  new  war;  I  have  exha lifted 


you  as  a  people;  I  have  brought 
you  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  but  I  told 
you  beforehand  what  would  hap¬ 
pen  ;  i  told  you,  that,  without  a 
•reform  in  the  representation  of  the 
people,  no  minifter,  however  wife, 
4  could  fare  you;  you  denied  me 


which  they  were  born ;  and,  finally* 
to  difmifs  from  his  prefence  “for  ever, 
thole  remitters  whole  meafures  had 
impaired  the  liberties,  and  whole 
extravagance  had  injured  the  pro¬ 
perty,  of  his  fiibj-ehts;  to  reflore 
the  spirit  of  the  Brilifb  conffitufion, 
and  to  adopt  Rich  a  fy-ftem  of  re¬ 
trenchment  as  was  alone  confident 


my  means,  and  you  take  the  con¬ 
sequence  l”  I  fey,  fir,  that  if  I 
were  to  confider  him  as  a  bigot  to 
in's  dodlrine,  or  that  his  mind  was 
tinctured  with  fihperftition,  as  we 
jravekseard  of  enthufiafis  whole  lives 
.have  been  devoted  to  the  fulfilment 
.  of  their  own  predictions,  f  thou  Id 
luppofe  that  the  right  honourably 
gentleman’s  admin  iffiati  on  lias  been 
ihaped,  and  his  measures  framed,  for 
bringing  into  a  terrible  demonfira- 
tion  the  political  dotdnnewkh  which 
lie  commenced  his  career. 

Mr.  Grey’s  motion  was  rejected, 
by  258  votes  again  11  93. 

The  fame  attack  on  the  meafures 
and  apparent  views  of  government 
was  continued  in  the  house  of 
peers.  On  the  thirtieth  of  May, 
the  duke  of  Bedford,  after  review- 
j  ing  the  weak  and  onprofperous  con- 
..du-d  of  admin iftration,  the  burthens 
that  had  been  impofed,  and  the  dan¬ 
gers  which,  from  their  mi  (conduct, 
frill  threatened  the  nation,  moved 
!  that  a  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
ij  fented  to  his  majefty,  earneftly  fo¬ 
il-  ticking  him,  by  di (miffing  his  prefect 
Servants,  to  give  to  the  people  of 
Ireland  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  his 
difapprobation  of  that  fyftem  of 
;|  .treachery,  by  which  their  difeon- 
sj  tents  had  been  foftered  ;  and  of  his 
majeftyls  intention  of  fecuring  the 
tj  connection  between  the  kingdoms, 

I  by  extending  to  men  of  all  defer  ip- 
tions,  in  that  opprelfed  country,  the 

blcffings  the  conilitutiom  under 
.9 


with  the  profperity  of  his  exhauftedl 
-p e o  p ! e  f  ’  1  ’ h  i  s  ro oti  on  w  a s  o ppo fed 
by  the  duke  of  Athol,  as  tending 
not  only  to  unhinge  admimltfatioa 
.  even  the  country.  But 


The  duke  of  Grafton  Was  of  opG 
ns  on,  that,  if  this  motion  was  to  be 
viewed  with  the  lame  cold  indiffer¬ 
ence  which  had  been  (hewn  in  com¬ 
mon  times,  arid  if  the  fame  con¬ 
fidence  was  continued  to  the  mini  fi¬ 


lers,  he  fhould  not  think  if 


neceilarv 


to  trouble  their  ford  (hips  with  his 
remarks  again-;  but,  before  he  re¬ 
tired,  to  fortify  his  own  mind  a-gainft 
the  approaching  calamities,  and 
prepare  his  family  for  what  they 
would  probably, have  to  undergo.  It 
was  a  duty  incumbent  upon  1dm, 
to  lay  before  his  lover cign  the  rea- 
fons  for  this  con  a  act,  flattening  feim- 
fielf  that  he  fimuld  be  allowed  that 
gracious  hearing  which  his  majefty 
had  fo  often  given  to  one,  from 
whole  lips  he  never  heard  but  the 
dictates  of  the  heart,  as  li  nee  rely  a$ 
they  were  now  delivered  to  their 
lorclfifips.  His  grace,  in  viewing 
the  diftrefsful  and  dangerous  flat® 
of  the  na-tiorptook  notice  .of  the  de¬ 
reliction  of  our  allies;  the  ftoppage 
of  payment  in  fpecie  at  the  bank  ;  i  he 
blood  and  treafiire  facrifieed  at  St. 


Domingo;  and  the  improvidence 
of  minifters  in  not  anticipating 
the  peremptory  demands  of  the 
feamen,  when,  in  confi deration  of 


the  high  price  of  provifions,  con- 
fiderable  indulgeiieies  had  been 

{ £  $ }  "  • 
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granted  to  the  foldiers :  but,  that 
which  appeared  to  his  grace  to  be 
the  .greateft  iubjedt  of  alarm,  was, 
the  critical  ft  ate  of  Ireland ;  in 
which  kingdom,  if  a  temperate  re- 
fo  rm  in  parliament  did  not  take 
place,  and  a  full  emancipation  of 
the  catholics,  with  a  total  change 
of  the  men  who  now  conducted 
affairs  in  that  country,  we  bhould 
foon  fee  it  added  to  the  lilt  of  re¬ 
publics,  which  our  fatal  meafures 
had  fo  largely  contributed  to  ereht 
all  over  Europe  :  with  this  confe- 
quence,  that,  if  a  revolution  took 
place  in  Ireland,  it  would  evidently- 
produce  a  revolution  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. 

Lord  Romney  differed  from  the 
noble  duke  in  every  fentiment,  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  fincerity  which  he  pro- 
felled.  One  paflage,  in  the  pro- 
pofed  motion,  he  thought,  might 
produce  the  rnoft  pernicious  con- 
fequences ;  namely,  that  in  which 
it  was  fly  led  an  opprefled  country. 
What  would  the  Irilh  fay,  if  this 
addrels  fhouid  be  voted,  and  the 
fentiments  of  that  houfe,  that  it  was 
fo,  declared  to  all  the  world  ? 

The  earl  of  Guildford  befcechcd 
their  lordfhips  to  weigh  well  the 
fide  on  which  they  gave  their  ap¬ 
probation  this  evening.  It  was  an 
Important  ends,  big  with  the  fate 
of  empires.  The  earl  of  Suffolk, 
t oo,  fupported  the  motion,  as  a 
hep  towards  the  falvation  of  the 
country. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  faid, 
that  he  had  come  to  the  houfe,  on 
that  day,  prepolleffed  with  an  idea, 
that  fo  me  notice  would  be  given  by 
minifters,  that  a  negociation  had 
commenced  between  this  country 
and  France  ;  though,  he  confeffed, 
he  had  no  ground  for  I  he  fuppofition 
but  public  report.  He  was  utterly 
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at  a  lofs  to  devife  what  could  retard 
fuch  overtures.  We  had  no  longer 
the  opening  of  the  Scheldt  to  refill ; 
the  fate  of  the  low  countries  was 
decided  :  deferted  by  our  allies,  we 
had  only  to  confider  our  own  inte- 
reft.  The  caufe  of  the  filence  of  the 
minifters  was,  therefore,  to  him,  in¬ 
explicable.  He  tr lifted  they  had 
not  the  madnefs  to  make  Auftria 
renew  the  conteft.  He  expected 
to  have  heard,  that  the  bank  of 
Vienna,  on  the  return  of  peace, 
would  have  refumed  its  payments; 
and,  tha  not  only  the  intereft  of 
the  money  we  had  lent  to  the'em- 
peror  would  have  been  punctually 
paid,  but  that  the  capital  would 
have  been  gradually  liquidated. 
Not  one  word  had  the  noble  fecre- 
tary  uttered  upon  this  point.  He 
even  fmiled  at  the  idea  of  having 
cheated  the  country  out  of  fix  mil¬ 
lions  of  money.  And  it  deferved 
to  be  fo  cheated,  whilft  it  fubmitted 
to  be  taxed  in  light  and  air,  with¬ 
out  one  remonftrance.  ;  He  recom¬ 
mended  it  to  minifters,  to  declare 
their  readinefs  to  negociate  ;  which, 
if  it  ferved  no  other  purpofe,  would 
at  leaft  folve  a  problem,  never  yet 
folved :  what  had  been  the  real 
objedl  of  the  war?  He  declared, 
on  the  belt  authority,  that  Ireland 
was  in  a  if  ate  of  imminent  danger. 

Lord  Grenville  was  fatisfied,  that 
the  melaneholly  tone  of  diftrefs.im- 
puted  to  the  country  began  and 
ended  with  the  lords  who  fupported 
the  motion.  It  feemed  to  be  a 
thing  affumed  by  thofe  who  fup¬ 
ported  the  motion,  that  the  removal 
of  minifters  would  be  grateful  to 
the  public  mind.  But,  would  it  be 
equally  grateful  to  the  public  mind, 
if  they  themfelves  were  to  occupy 
their  places  ?  Was  it  not  apparent, 
that  the  meafures  of  his  majefty^ 

minifters 
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minifters  were  not  only  acquiefced 
in,  but  generally  popular?  Had 
not  the  war  been  approved  of  by 
a  vaft  majority  of  the  country,  and 
profecuted,  through  all  its  various 
ilages,  with  the  concurring  and  mod: 
decifive  approbation  of  parliament  ? 
Was  it  not  to  his  majeft/s  minifters 
that  the  country  was  indebted  for 
the  prevention  of  that  anarchy  to 
which  the  language  of  thole  who 
oppofed  them  fo  ftrongly  tended  ? 

hen  he  confidered  the  prelent 
Situation  of  public  affairs,  and  turned 
his  thoughts  to  all  the  confequences 
*  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  *i  1 1  from  a  bafe  and  fer- 
vii'le  compliance  with  the  leading 
doctrines  of  the  day,  he  fhould 
boldly  fay,  that  his  majefty’s  mi- 
lifters  would  not  tamely  defert  that 
honourable  poft,  which  they  had 
hitherto  fo  happily  filled,  by  direct¬ 
ing  all  their  efforts  to  the  eafe, 
contentment,  and  happinefs,  of  the 
people.  He  confeffed,  that,  were 
ihe  motion  to  be  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  it  would  impart  to  him 
i  the.  moft  ferious  concern  and  re- 
S  gret ;  not  on  his  own  perfonal  ac¬ 
count,  but,  that  he  would,  thereby, 

!  be  cut  off  from  the  beft  opportuni- 
i  ties  of  contributing  his  talents,  fuch 
as  they  were,  to  the  feeurity,  in- 
i  tereft,  and  happinefs,  of  his  gracious 
l  matter  and  his  country.  It  would 
jiot,  indeed,  become  him,  he  faid, 
j  to  make  any  comparifon  between 
his  own  capacity  and  that  of  any  of 
the  noble  lords  who  uniformly  op- 
pofed  his  majefty’s  minifters :  but, 
on  the  ground  of  an  aCtive  zeal  for 
the  real  interefts  of  the  hate,  and 
:  of  a  decided  and  unalterable  refo- 
lution  to  oppofe,  by  the  moft  un- 
1  wearied  exertions  and  the  moft 
vigorous  efforfs,  thole  principles 
r  which  ftruck  at  the  very  exiftence 
!  pf  the  c.onftitution,  he  would  bp 
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bold  to  maintain,  that  he  was  fe- 
cond  to  none.  As  to  a  reform  of 
parliament,  the  chief  meafure  pro- 
pofed  by  noble  lords  in  oppofition, 
he  had  ever  oppofed  that  innovation, 
and  even  a  temperate  reform. 
concluded  by  intreating  their  lord- 
(hips  to  reflea,  that,  if  they  once 
opened  the  flood-gates  of  innova¬ 
tion,  the  torrent  of  anarchy  would 
fpread  fo  forcibly  and  wide,  that  it 
would  not  be  in  the  power  of  their 
Jordfhips,  by  oppofing  their  feeble 
hands  as  a  barrier  to  deftrudtion,  to 
prevent  the  conftitution  from  being 
overwhelmed  in  general  ruin. 

The  duke  of  Leeds,  with  a  dig¬ 
nified  modefty  and  candour,  ex- 
prefled,  in  delicate  terms,  a  degree 
of  diffatisfadfion  at  the  lofty  tone 
of  the  fpeech  the  houfe  had  juft 
heard;  at  the  fame  time,  that  he 
did  not  with,  at  the  prefent  crifls, 
to  urge  all  that  might  be  advanced 
againft  the  condua  of  adminiftra- 
tion.  The  abilities  of  the  prefent 
minifters,  he  was  ready  to  allow, 
nor  would  he  fay  that  they  had 
been  intentionally  wicked.  He 
could  not  help  conceiving,  how¬ 
ever,  that  they  had  been  pecu¬ 
liarly  unfortunate,  and  therefore, 
he  begged  leave  to  fubmit  to  the 
re-confideration  of  the  right  ho^ 
nourable  fecretary,  whether  it  would 
not  be  more  delicate  and  decorous 
to  leave  the  talk  of  praifing  either 
their  own  talents  or  virtues,  to 
others,  than  taking  it,  and  that, 
he  comd  not  but  fay,  on  fo  many 
occaftons,  particularly  in  tha<  houfe, 
upon  themfelves.  He  could  not 
help  conceiving  that  the  noble  fe¬ 
cretary  had,  as  it  were,  made  the 
conftitution  depend  for  preferva- 
tion,  not  fo  much  upon  its  own 
intrinftc  merit,  as  upon  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  prefent  minifter? 

in 
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In  office:  with  which,  the  confti- 
tution  itfelf,  according  to  their  re- 
prefen  tat  ions,  feemeci  to  be,  in  fome 
degree,  identified.  For  his  part, 
fie  was  convinced,  it  did  not  de¬ 
pend  on  any  fet  ft£  men  whatever. 
His  grace  entreated  both  tides  of 
the  horde,  in  the  moft  earned  man¬ 
ner,  to  proceed  calmly  in  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  a  que ft  ion  which  in¬ 
volved  confequenees  of  the  nt- 
pioft  importance.  His  grace  dib 
approved  of  parliamentary  reform 
at  the  prefent  moment,  and  ex- 
prefied  a  wi fn  that  the  previous 
queftion  were  moved,  but  declined 
moving  it. 

Lord  Grenville  admitted,  that 
others,  perhaps,  might  be  found  of 
equal  ability  with  the  prefent  in  ini  f- 
tefs,  of  whom,  however,  he  did  not 
conceive  that  he  could  beoonfidered 
as  the  panegyrist,  when  he  did 
them  no  more  than  bare  juflice. 
The  ground  of  his  oppofition  to 
the  prefent  motion,  as  he  had 
Fated  before,  was  a  ferious  con¬ 
viction  that  it  was  the  objedt  of 
feme  noble  lords,  by  overturn¬ 
ing  the  prefent  adminifiration,  to 
bring  about  a  revolution  in  the 
country. 

The  earl  of  Moira,  for  one,  was 
not  d i (poled  to  aferibe  to  minifters 
that  profpenty  which  arofe  from 
the  progrefs  of  affairs,  particularly 
of  mechanical  invention,  and  the 
energy  of  Britifh  merchants,  whole 
genius  and  enterprizing  fpirit  would 
confirm  dy  carry  the  country  for¬ 
ward  fnm  one  degree  of  prof  per  ity 
to  another,  if  ad  in  niff  ration  did 
not  put  bars  in  their  way.  T  he 
noble  ferret  ary  of  hate  had  op¬ 
posed  the  motion  left  the  conte¬ 
station  fhould  be  overturned.  But, 
faid  lord  Moira,  “  I  ftiall  ever  ob¬ 
ject.  to  tiiis  mode  ot  argument,  as 


it  identifies  the  prefent  item  fiery, 
with  the  conftitution,  and  tends 
to  fink  the  confidence  of  the  coun¬ 
try  in  its  own  refources,  and  m 
the  frame  and  form  of  its  govern¬ 
ment.  With  regard  to  Ireland,  ha 
hoped  it  was  .not  yet  too  late  to 
conciliate:  but  this  could  not  be 
done  by  any  half  meafures. 

The  earl  Spencer  objected  to 
the  motion  on  the  fame  ground 
with  lord  Grenville;  namely,  that 
it  connected  its  object  with  a  change 
of  meafures,  which,  he  firmly  be¬ 
lieved,  would  prove  ruinous  to  the 
country. 

The  earl  of  Burnley  faid,  the 
country  dreaded  the  adoption  of 
fuch  a  motion.,  not  knowing  in 
rwhom  to  repofe  confidence.  An 
uniformity  of  oppofition  to  every 
meafure  ot  adminifiration,  what¬ 
ever  it  might  be,  with  other 
circumitances  of  a  private  as  well 
as  public  nature,  had  induced  a 
general  fufpicion  throughout  the 
country,  that  the  maft  aCtive 
oppofitionifts  had  other  views 
than  the  prefervation  of  the  con- 
ftitution  and  interefts  of  the  coun¬ 
try. 

The  duke  of  Bedford,  to  the  main 
arguments  agamft  his  motion,  mad# 
a  flicrt  reply. 

The  lord  chancellor  faid,  the  only 
fair  conftruction  the  motion  could 
bear,  was,  that  it  aimed  at  an  in¬ 
troduction  of  a  new  lvftem  of  go¬ 
vernment.  Having  read  that  part 
of  the  motion  which  related  to 
the  fituation  of  Ireland,  he  afked, 
whether  it  was  to  be  imputed  as 
a  matter  of  crimination  to  mi¬ 
ni  fiers,  that  they  d>d  not  at  tnpt 
to  interfere  w  th  the  Ir  fh  k  gifia- 
ture,  and  to  violate  a  loiemn  com¬ 
pact  made  with  the  people  of  that 
country.  From  the  general  tenour 
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#f  the  motion,  he  inferred  that  its 
objebt  >vvas  to  promote  a  complete 
change  of  fydem,  tinder  the  pre¬ 
text  of  forwarding  a  parliamentary 
reform ;  that  it  led  to  a  fyitem 
wilder  than  even  that  of  univerfal 
fuitrage :  to  disfranchife  all  corpo¬ 
rations— to  empower  the  houfe  of 
commons  to  unereate  their  crea¬ 
tors— and  to  dedroy  the  rights  of 
the  very  men  .who  made  them  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament :  eccledadical 
corporations  would  go  of  courfe. 
Whatever  partook  of  the  nature 
®f  franchife  property,  or  privilege, 
would  be  cut  up  by  the  root,  and 
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the  principle  of  an  Agrarian  law 
introduced  in  its  dead. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  obfervec! 
that  there  was  a  fallacy  in  com¬ 
paring  an  eletiive  franchife,  a  right 
pofTetfed  by  individuals  for  the  good 
of  the  whole,  to  private  property. 
After  this  the  houfe  divided  on  his 
graced  motion.  Contents  14,  not 
contents  9 1 . 

The  duke  of  Bedford  then  en« 
tered  his  pro  ted,  which  was  ad¬ 
hered  to  by  the  lord  Ched worth. 

The  feffion  of  parliament  was 
concluded,  by  a  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  on  the  twentieth  of  July, 

i  ^ 
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JANUARY. 

3d.  A  Confiderable  change  has 
XX  taken  place  in  the  por¬ 
tion  of  the  {tones  which  form  an 
extraordinary  relic  of  the  ancient 
hiperftitions  of  our  countrymen. 
ThE  is  attributed  to  the  rapid  thaw 
i  fucceeded  a  very  hard  froft. 
j  ,  people  employed  at  the 
>ugh,  near  Stonehenge ,  remarked 
at  three  of  the  large  {tones  had 
fallen,  and  were  apprized  of  the 
i  n  e  of  their  fall  by  a  very  fenfible 
3  concuflion,  or  jarring,  of  the 
§  ground.  Thefe  {tones  prove  to  be 
1  the  weltern  of  thofe  pairs,  with 
j  their  impofts,  which  have  had  the 
jj  appellation  of  Trilithon ;  and  had 
j  long  deviated  from  its  true  perpen¬ 
dicular.  There  were,  originally, 
i  five  of  thefe  trilithon s,  two  of 
|  which  are  even  now  {till  remaining 
i  in  their  ancient  ftate.  It  is  remark- 
i  able,  that  no  account  has  ever  been 
a  recorded  of  the  falling  of  the  others; 

I  ard,  perhaps,  no  alteration  has  been 
|j  made  in  the  appearance  of  Stone- 
*  henge  for  three  centuries  prior  to 
:  the  prefent  tremendous  downfall. 

The  import,  which  is  the  fmalleit 
\  of  the  three  {tones,  is  fuppofed  to 
'  weigh  20  tons.  They  all  now  lie 
j  proflrate  on*  the  ground,  and  have 
:  received  no  injury  from  their  aerial 
I  feparation.  They  fell  flat  weft- 
;  ward,  and  levelled  with  the  ground 
a  {tone  alfo  of  the  fecond  circle 
Vol.  xxxix. 


that  flood  in  the  line  of  their  pre® 
cipitation.  From  the  lower  ends 
of  the  fupporters  being  now  ex- 
pofed  to  view,  their  prior  depth 
in  the  ground  is  fatisfa<5torily  as¬ 
certained  :  it  appears  to  have  been 
about  fix  feet.  The  ends,  however, 
having  been  cut  oblique,  neither  of 
them  was,  on  one  fide,  more  than  a 
foot  and  a  half  deep.  Two  only  of 
the  five  trilithons,  of  which  the  a- 
dy turn  confifted,  are  now,  therefore, 
in  their  original  pofition.  The  de¬ 
finition  of  any  part  of  this  grand 
oval  we  mu  ft  particularly  lament, 
as  it  was  compofed  of  the  molt  flu- 
pendous  materials  of  the  whole 
ftructure.— A  fimilar  change  of 
weather  occafioned  the  difclofure 
of  a  fubterraneous  paflage  at  Old 
Sarum  in  1795. 

The  new  Emperor  of  Ruffia  has 
ifiiied  an  order  enjoining  all  fo¬ 
reigners  in  Peteriburgh  to  wear 
cocked  hats,  their  hair  in  bags, 
and  not  to  drive  through  the  city 
with  more  than  two  horfes.  With, 
refpedt  to  the  mourning  for  the 
Emprefs,  the  four  firft  clafles  of 
people  mull  furniih  their  fervants 
with  fables,  every  coach  mlift  have 
the  fame  covering,  and  horfes,  with¬ 
out  dirtinction  of  colour,  be  provid¬ 
ed  with  black  tails.  The  Emperor 
has  alfo  given  orders  that  the  pen- 
fion  of  Staniflaus,  late  king  or  Po¬ 
land,  {hall  be  paid  with  the  utmoff 
punctuality.  This  unfortunate 
A  _  Prince 
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Prince  is  ftill  at  Grodno.— The  of  any  perfonal  injury  having  beea 
wearing  of  any  gold  or  filver  upon  fuftained  by  any  one. 
the  uniforms  of  the  military  is  pro-  The  gentlemen  who  ferved  at 
hibited.— The  Order  of  St.  Ann  is  the  laft  affizes,  on  fpecial  juries  for 
divided  into  three  clafles :  it  is  alfo  Northumberland,  gave  their  fees, 
fettled  that  every  foldier  who  fhall  amounting  to  twenty-nine  guineas, 
have  ferved  twenty -five  years  fhall  to  be  applied  to  the  releafe  of  pei- 
be  exempted  from  military  punifh-  forts  confined  in  Morpeth  gaol  for 
ment,  and  rewarded  with  a  medal  final!  debts,  three  oi  whom  have,  in 
of  the  Order  of  St.  Ann.— All  the  confequence,  been  releafed  for 
troops  that  were  at  Gatfchina  with  291.  8s.  and  the  remaining  guinea 
the  Emperor,  before  his  accefhon  was  given  in  butcher’s  meat  to  the 
to  the  throne,  have  been  ineorpo-  debtors  in  the  fame  gaol  on  Wed¬ 
rated  into  the  Life-Guards.  nefday  laft. 

The  following  fact  gives  a  me-  Hague ,  Jan.  2.  A  dreadful  mun- 

lancholy  inftance  of  the  mortality  dation  has  taken  place  at  Bpis  le 
which  still  rages  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Due,  where  the  water  is  fo  high  in 
Domingo  :—Twenty  officers  of  dif-  the  town,  that  a  norfe  could  fcarce 
ferent  corps  agreed  to  meet  at  a  ta-  get  through  it  without  danger  of 
vern  to  dine  that  day  week;  when  being  drowned.  Poveify  and  dif* 
the  time  came,  only  eight  aflembled,  trefs  havearifento  the  higheff  pitch, 
the  other  twelve  being  carried  off,  A  can  of  milk  is  fold  at  ten  Fivers, 
in  that  fhort  interval,  by  the  peffi-  and  nobody  can  leave  the  tow  n 
lential  diforder  of  the  climate !  without  expofirtg  their  lives  to  the 

7  th.  This  being  the  day  ap-  moft  imminent  danger.  From  e- 
pointed  for  enrolling  the  Supple-  very  part  of  the  country  fignals  of 
xnentary  Militia  at  Carlille,  a  nu-  diffrefs  are  heard  from  the  villages 
merous  mob  aflembled  to  prevent  by  the  difeharge  of  guns;  and  no- 
its  being  put  into  execution.  They  body  can  approach  thofe  diffricls 
went  to  the  Town  Clerk,  and  got  which  are  probably  under  watei. 
from  him  the  balloting  books  and  We  fpeedily  expert  further  news 
lifts,  which  they  carried  off  in  tri-  reipe&ing  thofe  dreadful  difafters. 
umph,  and  burnt  at  the  Crofs,  a-  The  Clerks  of  tne  Bank  had  to 
midft  the  loudeft  acclamations,  make  out  80,000  receipts,  prepa- 
They  then  went  to  the  Clerk  of  ratorv  to  the  preient  payment  of 
the  Peace,  being  informed  that  he  the  confols  dividends, 
had  in  cuftody  fome  books  of  a  ft-  8th.  The  fteeple  of  Horningtoft 
milar  defeription,  but  which  was  church,  near  Norwich,  fell  down 
not  the  cafe.  He  found  it  prudent  while  the  bell  was  ringing  tor  di- 
to  go  out  to  the  ftreet,  to  prevent  vine  fervice.  Fortunately  no  far- 
their  forcing  the  office.  They  then  ther  mifehief  was  none,  and  no 
carried  him  to  the  High  Confta-  lives  loft. 

bje’s,  from  thence  to  the  Town-  10th.  The  following  curious  ar- 
Cl'erk’s,  and  then  to  Captain  Fof-  tide  is  extracted  from  one  of  the 
ter’s,  a  magiftrate.  The  mob,  Paris  papers:— Citizen  Finot,  Pre- 
whicli  confiffed  of  1000  at  leaft,  fident  of  the  Provifional  Adminif- 
then  allowed  Him  to  make  his  ef-  tration  of  the  department  of  die 

ca»pe  unhurt.  We  have  not  heard  Youne,  formerly  a  huffiar  at  Av- 

rolles, 


chro: 

rolles,  and  afterwards  a  member  of 
the  National  Convention,  has 
found  the  means  of  multiplying, 
by  a  tingle  .alliance  (not  indeed  a 
very  common  one)  his  kindred 
and  family  connexions.— He  mar¬ 
ried,  as  his  firft  wife,  the  female 
Citizen  Bandot,  widow  of  Rofe,  by 
whom  the  had  a  daughter,  now 
living,  named  Mary  Ann  Rofe. 
The  Prefident  Finot  had,  by  this 
widow,  another  daughter,  who  is 
alfo  now  living.  His  wife  died, 
and,  on  the  14th  of  January  laft, 
he  married  his  daughter-in-law, 
Mary  Ann  Rofe.  The  confequence 
of  this  marriage  is,  that  the  prefi¬ 
dent  becomes  the  fon-in-law  of 
his  firft  wife,  the  father-in-law  of 
his  fecond  wife,  and  brother-in-law 
of  his  own  daughter.  Madame 
Finot  becomes  the  mother-in-law 
of  her  filter.  If  Madame  Finot 
contributes  any  little  Finots  to  the 
Republic,  Monf.  Finot  will  be 
both  their  father  and  grandfather, 
and  the  firlt  Mifs  Finot  will  be 
their  aunt  and  filter. 

The  following  ftatement  of  the 
American  Finances  has  lately  been 
officially  made  to  the  Houfe  of  Re¬ 
presentatives  : 

• 

Dollars. 

Amount  of  the  debt  —  76,096,468 

The  mtereft  of  which  is  3,143,753 

The  annual  amount  of  the  taxes  6,552,300 
The  annual  expenditure  5,681,843 

Surplus  of  the  revenue,  after  de¬ 
ducing  all  expences  -  -  870,457 

_  -» 

Fhe  Emperor  of  China  many 

years  ago  fignified  to  his  fubjeHs, 
that  if  he  Ihould  live  to  reign 
fifty  years,  he  would  refign  his 
crown.  Having  extended  his 
reign  to  that  period,  he  has  actually 
relinquilhed  his  fovereignty  in  fa- 
f  vour  of  his  fifteenth  fon. 
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11.  About  noon,  a  melancholy 
accident  happened  in  Liverpool 
harbour.  As  Mr.  Slack,  deputy 
conftable,  was  conveying  a  party 
of  volunteers,  raifed  in  Manchefter 
and  the  adjacent  parilhes,  for  the 
navy,  the  boat  in  which  they  were 
proceeding  to  the  tender  overfet, 
by  which  fatal  accident  twenty-five 
perfons  loft  their  lives. 

BRITISH  NAVAL  FORCE 

AT  PRESENT  IN  COMMISSION. 


Ships  of  the  Line,  < —  124 

- of  fifty  Guns  —  ig 

Frigates  —  180 

Sloops  —  i84, 


Total  506 

At  prefent  building — Twenty- 
two  ftiips  of  the  line,  three  fifties, 
and  nine  frigates. 

The  Receiving  Ships,  —  thofe 
ferviceable  and  repairing  for  fer~ 
vice,  with  thofe  in  ordinary,  a- 
mount  to  26  ftiips  of  the  line,  3  fif¬ 
ties,  30  frigates,  and  56  Hoops. 

This  ftatement  is  excluftve  of 
the  hired  armed  veffels. 

Some  of  the  Angle  Plays  of 
Shakefpeare  were  fold  at  the  fol¬ 
lowing  prices: 

The  Second  part  of  Henry  IV. 
printed  by  Andrew  Wife  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Afpley,  1606,  31.  8s.— The 
Midfummer  Night’s  Dream,  ll.  18s. 

King  John,  printed  by  Valentine 
Sims,  for  Helme,  1611,  ll.  16s.— 
Richard  II.  printed  by  Purfoot  and 
Law,  1621,  ll.  13s.— Richard  III. 
printed  by  Matthew  Law,  1615,  ll. 
—Abraham  Frances’s  Counteffie  6f 
Pembroke’s  Yuychurch,  1591,  41  7 s. 

Some  of  the  moft  curious  were  pur« 
chafed  by  Mr.  Nicol,  for  the  King; 
among  the  reft,  a  comedy,  entitled* 
“  _  Gammar  Gurton’s  Frolicks,” 
printed  in  1485,  fourteen  years  af¬ 
ter  printing  was  introduced  into 
A  2  England, 
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England,  in  147 1,  by  Caxton,  when 
the  firft  printing-houfe  was  erected 
in  Weftminlier.  Alfo  an  Opera- 
tical  Interlude,  printed  in  1658, 
and  performed  in  honour  of  Admi¬ 
ral  Blake,  during  the  Protectorate, 
entitled,  u  The  Courfe  of  Sir  Fran¬ 
cis  Drake,  ilhiftrated  with  Mufical 
Sonnets  and  Scenical  Decorations, 
as  it  is  afted  at  the  Cock-pit,  Drury- 
lane.” 

12.  Edinburgh.  At  feven  in 
the  morning,  the  River  Clyde, 
above  the  celebrated  Fall  of  Corra, 
deferted  its  ufual  courfe,  leaving 
its  bed  below,  for  four  hours,  al- 
movt  entirely  dry.  The  cotton 
mills  of  New  Lanerk  were  confe- 
quently  flopped ;  and  at  eleven 
o’clock,  when  the  waters  refumed 
their  courfe,  there  was  lefs  at 
Mauldflie  Ford,  fome  miles  below, 
than  what  the  fmail  rivers,  the 
Moufs  and  Nethan,  commonly  af¬ 
ford.  Although  this  is  the  fourth 
inflance  of  the  fame  kind  in  re¬ 
membrance,  and  the  fecond  fince 
the  eflablilhment  of  the  mills,  the 
eaufe  has  not  been  afcertained.  It 
is,  however,  fuppofed  that  the  wa¬ 
ters  have  found  a  fubterraneous 
pafiage,  between  the  Bonnyton  and 
the  Corra  Linn. 

21.  This  night,  at  II  o’clock,  a 
cottage  at  Newton  Ferrers,  about 
eleven  miles  from  Plymouth,  in 
which  dept  an  induftrious  widow 
(cottager)  and  her  two  children, 
was  overwhelmed  by  the  burning 
of  a  very  large  field  and  orchard 
on  a  hill  above  the  cottagd,  in 
Memblard-lane.  It  totally  deftroy- 
ed  the  cottage  and  a  barn,  and  fuf- 
foeated  the  widow  and  her  two 
children,  who  were  found  dead 
under  a  very  great  heap  of  earth, 
elm-trees,  and  cyder-trees.  A  large 
chafrn  in  the  field  above  the  co t- 
lage  was  found,  out  of  which  iiTued 
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a  rivulet  of  water-  The  farmers 
imagine  it  was  owing  to  the  burft- 
ing  of  a  fpring  that  this  accident 
happened.  The  bodies  were  dug 
out  on  Monday,  and  Mr.  Whit- 
ford,  coroner  for  the  fouthern  dif- 
tririk  of  Devon,  took  an  in^uifition, 
and  the  jury  returned  a  verdiCt, 

Accidental  death.” 

The  Emperor  of  Rufiia  has  con¬ 
ferred  on  Prince  Repnin  the  rank 
of  General  Field-Marfhal.  Baron 
Ungern,  Prince  Gallitzin  and  M. 
Gudowitz  and  Imailow,  formerly 
Adjutants  to  the  late  Peter  III. 
have  been  appointed  Generals. 
Count  Buxhoyden  has  been 
made  Lieutenant  -  General  and 
Colonel  of  a  regiment.  Prince 
Kurakin,  Vice  Chancellor,  has 
received  the  order  of  St.  An¬ 
drew,  and  his  Majefty  has  prefent- 
ed  him  with  the  palace  of  St.  Mar- 
cofF,  which  cofi:  100,000  rubles.—* 
Prince  Nicholas  Gallitzin,  and  M. 
Terfky  Raftaphine,  Potemkin,  and 
Plefchtschejef,  have  been  made 
Knights  of  the  Order  of  St.  Ann. 

25.  At  the  Quarter  Seflions  held  at 
Bourn,  for  the  diftridt  of  Kefteven, 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  Jofeph 
Tye,  a  blackfmith,  was  found  guilty 
of  ufing  feveral  feditious  expref- 
fions,  fuch  as  “  D- — — n  to  the 
K — g  : — the  K — g  is  a  rafcal ,  and  ail 
that  belong  to  him  :  his  G — -  — t  is  a 
rafcally  defjiotic  G  — -  - — t :  K  — gs 
are  of  no  uje ,  &c.  &c. 

His  fentence  was,  that  he  fhould 
be  kept  in  folitary  confinement,  without 
feeing  or  fpeaking  to  any  pefi'wi,  excefit 
the  fierfon  who  takes  him  his  victuals,  for 
the  fpace  of  twelve  months  !  !  !  and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  to  enter 
into  certain  recognizances. 

On  a  fentence,  involving  fo 
much  the  liberties  of  Englilhmen, 
we  fhall  forbear  any  comment. 

We  learn  from  papers  publifhed 

by 
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fey  Mr.  Palmer,  Comptroller  Ge-  which  confiffs  of  two  ffate  garments 
neral  of  the  Poll  Office,  relative  to  and  an  helmet,  or  crown.  Of  the 
the  agreement  made  by  Govern-  former,  one  is  wholly  made  of  otter 
raent  with  him  for  the  reform  and  fkin,  in  a  very  ingenious  manner, 
improvement  of  the  pofts,  the  fol-  The  other  is  of  the  cloth  of  the 
lowing  efiential  fervices  have  been  country,  covered  with  feathers  of 
rendered  by  him  to  that  revenue  birds,  fo  continu'd ed  as  by  a  fxngie 
effablithment.  move  of  the  hand  alternately  to 

1.  That  his  plan  has  increafed  difplay  red  or  yellow.  The  helmet 

in  a  few  years  the  revenue  of  the  is  of  otter-thin,  covered  with  fea- 
Poft  Office,  from  150,0001.  to  up-  thers  in  a  very  mafterly  man- 
wards  of  400,0001.  per  arm.  ner. 

2.  That  in  confequence  of  the  12th.  A  plot  for  the  liberty  of  the 

expedition,  regularity,  and  fafety  prifoners  atPorchefter-Caffle, Forth 
given  to  the  polls  by  his  plan,  a  mouth,  has  been  difcovered.  The 
riirther  additional  tax  has  been  le-  following  are  fome  particulars  re¬ 
vied  on  letters  of  250,0001.  a  year,  lating  to  that  affair.  A  large  hole 
and  60,000  a.  year  for  the  fame  had  been  dug  under  one  of  the 
advantages  derived  from  his  plan  to  prifons,  and  a  paffage  nearly  corn- 
travellers.  pleted  to  the  outfide  of  the  walls  of 

3.  And  that  he  has  reduced  the  the  cattle  when  an  information  was 

expenditure  of  the  eftabiiflvnent  given.  At  a  given  time  in  the 
in  the  proportion  of  the  following  evening,  after  the  prifoners  were 
comparative  fcale,  of  grofs  and  all  locked  up  in  their  different 
net  produce  for  the  years  1724  apartments,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
and  1793.  officers  on  guard,  and  a  fufficient 

Grofs  produce.  Net  produce.  number  of  foldiers,  fliould  ruth  in 

1724.  178,071!.  1 6s.  94.  96,339!.  7s.  5c!.  among  them  and  difcover  the  pri- 

1793.  627,5921.  19s.  391,5081. 15s.  nd.  foners  at  work.  This  was  done, 

The  law  of  the  Ty the  of  Hops  and  fome  men  were  taken  out  of 
was  clearly  laid  down  in  the  court  the  fubterraneous  pa/fage.  Shortly 
of  Exchequer,  in  the  long  depend-  after,  an  alarm  was  given  in  another 
ing  caufe  between  the  Lay  Impro-  quarter,  and  a  prifoner  was  detect- 
priator  and  Hop  Planters  of  the  ed  making  his  efcape  through  a  bro- 
Farnham  diftridt,  viz.  That  tythes  ken  part  of  the  walls  of  the  caffle. 
©f  hops  are  legally  to  be  taken  from  The  prifoners,  from  this  difappolnt- 
the  tenth  bufhel,  after  they  are  rnent,  grew  riotous  and  very  refrac- 
picked,  and  not  from  the  tenth  hill  tory,  and  continued  fo  the  whole  of 
fet  out:  and  the  court unanimouffy  the  night,  keeping  in  lighted  can- 
ordered  the  verdidf  of  a  jury,  found-  tiles,  tinging  republican  tongs,  and 
ed  on  a  contrary  idea,  to  be  fet  behaving  in  a  diforderly  and  alarm- 
afide,  and  a  new  trial  granted.  ing  manner,  fo  much  fo  that  it  was 

Some  prefents  from  the  king  of  found  neceffary  to  fire  fome  ball- 
the  iffand  of  Owhyhee  in  the  South  cartridges  amongff;  them.  This 
Seas,  where  Capt.  Cook  met  his  was  attended  with  no  other  effect 
death,  brought  overby  C apt.  Van-  than  procuring  order  and  fflence 
couver,  have  been  prefented  to  the  for  a  thort  time.  On  the  next 
King  at  Buckingham-houfe  by  the  morning  difordelr and  tumult  again 
Duke  of  Portland  the  principal  of  prevailed,  the  centinels  were  mfult- 

A  3  ed 
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ed  on  their  duty,  and  it  became  ne- 
cedary  to  make  feme  example.— 
One  man,  in  attempting  to  get  out 
from  one  of  the  ventilators  at  the 
top  of  the  building,  was  fhot  thro’ 
the  back ;  the  ball  was  obftructed 
by  the  fhoulder-blade,  and  went 
out  at  the  neck  ;  the  wound,  how¬ 
ever,  is  not  mortal.  Very  foon  af¬ 
ter,  more  provocation  wras  given, 
and  another  Frenchman  was  fhot 
through  the  heart;— he  died  of 
courfe  inftantaneoufly.  If  the  plan 
had  been  attended  with  fuccefs,  the 
intention  was  to  have  murdered 
fuch  of  the  centinels  as  came  in 
their  way. 

A  coroner’s  inqueft  who  fat  upon 
the  body  of  the  prifoner  who  was 
ihot,  brought  in  a  verdict  of  juftifi- 
able  homicide.  The  unfortunate 
man  was  a  failor,  taken  in  the  re¬ 
publican  frigate  Le  Jacobin,  in  the 
Weft  Indies;  his  name  Auguftine 
Bonnetle. 

19th.  The  difientions  which  for  a 
great  number  of  years  pafthave  agi¬ 
tated  the  borough  of  Eaft  Retford, 
have  at  length  terminated  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  late  decision  of  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench,  thaf  all 
bye  laws  fliall  be  ijifo  fatto  invalid 
which  take  upon  them  to  enact 
shatters  which  contradict  or  oppofe 
the  charter. 

31ft,  About  fix  this  evening,  as 
the  Earl  of  Strathmore  was  proceed¬ 
ing  in  a  poft-chaife  near  Finch¬ 
ley-common,  the  chaife  in  which 
•were  his  Lordfhip  and  a  French 
nobleman,  was  flopped  by  two 
highwaymen,  one  of  whom  came 
up  to  the  window,  and.  prefented 
a  piftol  to  his  Lordfhip,  which  he 
attempted  to  fire,  but  it  flaftied  in 
the  pan;  at  the  fame  inftant  his 
Lordfhip  difcharged  a  piece  at  the 
robber,  which  fhot  him  in  the  neck, 
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and  he  direCtly  fell  from  his  horfe 
and  expired.  His  companion  made 
off  with  the  greateft  precipitation, 
leading  off  with  him  the  horfe  on 
which  his  comrade  bad  rode.  On 
infpeCtion  of  the  body  it  turns  out 
to  be  that  of  William  Lancafler,  a 
very  old  offender,  and  who  was  li¬ 
berated  only  on  Monday  laft,  hav¬ 
ing  been  confined  on  a  charge  of 
robbing  Lord  Borringdon  near  Put¬ 
ney.  When  he  met  with  his  death 
he  was  difguifed  as  a  butcher. 

Mr.  O’Connor  has  juft:  publifhed 
an  addrefs  to  the  electors  of  the 
county  of  Antrim,  in  Ireland,  of 
very  great  length,  in  anfwer  to 
fome  infinuations  recently  , thrown 
out  againft  his  character  by  the  fup- 
pofed  agents  of  government.  That 
this  production  contains  a  greater 
portion  of  democratic  intemperance 
than  true  patriotic  fpirit,  muft  ap¬ 
pear  to  every  difpaftionate  man 
who  reads  the  following  imprudent 
and  dangerous  paftage  : — 

44  On  the  fcale  of  Britifli  frater¬ 
nity,  let  her  hirelings  boaft  of  Bri- 
tifh  connection.  On  this  fcale  of 
Britiih  fraternity,  may  my  country 
no  more  be  curfed  with  the  friend - 
fliip  of  Britain  !  Too  long  a  ty¬ 
rant,  fhe  forgets  her  dominion  has 
ceafed.  Too  long  her  flaves,  we 
muft  fhew  her  we  are  refolved 
to  be  free  i  Had  fire  ceafed  to 
maintain  power  by  the  accurfed 
means  of  fomenting  religious  dif- 
fention;  had  fhe  ceafed  to  fupport 
factions,  ufurpers,  and  traitors; 
had  fhe  abandoned  the  falfe,  illibe¬ 
ral  notion  that  fhe  gained  more  by 
our  depreftion  than  by  our  exalta¬ 
tion;  had  file  treated  us  like  bro¬ 
thers  and  friends,  I  may  with  con¬ 
fidence  affirm,  a  more  affectionate, 
.generous  ally  never  'exifted,  than 
fhe  would  have  found  Ireland  to 

her. 
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tier.  But  if  the  exifting  fraternity, 
my  fellow  citizens,  be  the  bonds 
by  which  you  with  a  connexion 
with  Britain,  I  am  not  a  delegate 
lit  for  your  choice;  for  though  I 
flood  alone  in  the  Commons  of 
Ireland,  I  would  move  the  repeal 
of  every  law  which  binds  us  to  Eng¬ 
land  on  thofe  or  on  any  fuch  terms. 
I  will  neither  be  conquered  by 
England  or  France ;  nor  are  we  any 
more  bound  to  a  disadvantageous 
alliance  to  one  than  we  are  to  the 
Other  ;  and  before  England,  the  fac¬ 
tions  of  Ireland,  and  the  admini- 
itration,  I  fpeak  it,  if  it  is  more  the 
true  intereft  of  Ireland  to  form  an 
alliance  with  France  ,  than  with 
England,  die  is  free  to  adopt  it.” 

He  has  been  fince  arrefted  on  a 
charge  of  having  publifhed  a  fediti- 
ous  libel  again!!  the  government. 

Died  lately  at  Copenhagen,  of  a 
fcarlet  fever,  Henry  Callifen  M.D. 
profeiTor  of  furgery  in  the  univer- 
fity  of  Copenhagen,  and  furgeon 
in  chief  of  the  Danifh  fleet,  &c. 
author  of  feveral  papers  inferted  by 
the  Medical  Society  of  Copenha¬ 
gen  in  their  Tranfaftions ;  and  of 
an  elementary  work  intituled, 
44  Principia  Syflematis  Chirurgiae 
hodiernae,”  publifhed  at  Copenha¬ 
gen  in  1788,  8vo. 

7th.  Aged  about  70,  Mr.  Rich¬ 
ard  Adams,  gardener  at  Eaft  Sheen, 
in  Surry,  who  cultivated  40  acres 
of  afparagus  for  the  London  mar¬ 
ket,  and  has  been  known  to  receive 
3001.  in  one  day  for  this  article  in 
Covent-garden. 

13th.  At  Berlin  the  queen  dow¬ 
ager  of  Pruflia. 

FEBRUARY. 

2d.  A  motion  was  carried  in  the 
Common  Council  for  an  addrefs  to 


his  Majefty  on  the  abrupt  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  late  negociation,  and 
pledging  the  refources  of  the  cor¬ 
poration  of  London  in  the  vigorous, 
profecution  of  the  war. 

10th,  The  fix  original  pictures 
of  Hogarth’s  Marriage  a-la-Mode, 
once  belonging  to  Col.  Cawthorne, 
were  fold  by  auction  for  1000  gui-, 
neas  to  Mr.  Angerftein. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  officially  announc¬ 
ed  that  Mr.  Adams  was  elefted 
prefident  of  the  United  States,  by 
a  majority  of  three  votes.  The 
numbers  were,  for  Mr.  Adams,  71; 
for  Mr.  Jefferfon,  68.  The  latter 
has  accepted  the  office  of  vice-pre- 
fident. 

1 1th.  The  court  of  King’s  Bench 
palled  fentence  of  two  years  im- 
prifonment  and  hard  labour  upon 
Mr.  John  Smith,  a  bookfeller  in 
Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  who  had  been 
found  guilty  of  felling  an  obfcure 
political  pamphlet,  entitled  44  The 
Rights  of  Citizenfliip.” 

14th.  Sir  John  Jervis,  with  fif¬ 
teen  fail  of  the  line,  attacked  the 
Spanifli  fleet,  confiding  of  twenty- 
feven  fail  of  the  line,  off  Cape  St. 
Vincent,  and  captured  four  of 
them ;  in  which  adlion  there  were 
300  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
the  Rritifh  fleet,  and  603  on  board 
the  four  Spanifh  ihips  which  were 
taken.  ■ 

20th.  On  account  of  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  run  upon  the  northern 
country  banks  for  fpecie,  they 
have  been  moil  of  them  conftrain- 
ed  to  flop  the  payment  of  it  for  thq 
prefent.  The  following  hand-bill 
has  been  circulated  on  the  occa- 
fion  at-Newcaftle: — 

44  Newcaftle,  Feb.  20,  1797, 

44  As  the  very  great  demand  for 
gold,  which  has  continued  for  fome 
A  4  timel 
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time,  to  be  prefted  upon  all  the 
Banks  in  this  town,  makes  it  necef- 
fary  that  an  extraordinary  quantity 
of  fpecie  ftiould  be  brought  into 
the  country,  MefFrs.  Ridley,  Wad- 
dington,  and  Co.  Surtees,  Burdon, 
and  Co.  Loraine,  Baker,  and  Co. 
and  Ralph  J.  Lambton,  J.  Buiman, 
and  Co,  refpedt fully  inform  the 
public,  that  they  intend  to  take 
immediate  meafures  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  and  they  earneftly  hope  that 
any  further  call  upon  them  for 
gold  will  be  fufpended  in  the  mean 
time,  till  they  can  obtain  a  fupply 
adequate  to  the  occafion. 

44  A  meeting  of  the  wholefale 
Tradefmen  of  Newcaftle  and  Gate- 
fliead,  is  requeued  to  be  held  at 
Turner’s  this  evening,  at  feven 
o’clock. 

44  Newcaftle,  Feb.  20,  1797, 
44  In  confequence  of  public  no¬ 
tice,  a  numerous  meeting  of  the 
principal  tradefmen  in  this  town 
was  held  this  day  at  Turner’s  Inn, 
to  confider  of  the  moft  proper 
means  of  removing  the  inconveni¬ 
ence  that  may  be  experienced  in 
trade  during  the  temporary  fuf- 
penftcn  of  payment  In  fpecie  at  the 
different  Banks, — It  was  refolved, 

44  That  we,  whofe  names  are 
hereunto  fubfcribed,  will  receive 
the  notes  of  all  the  Banks  here  in 
payment  as  ufual. 

44  That  the  chairman  be  em¬ 
powered  to  call  another  meeting, 
if  he  (hall  deem  it  neceffary. 

44  ^4ndj  That  thefe  resolutions 
be  pirinted  and  diftributed,  and  a 
copy  be  left  at  the  Exchange  for 
additional  fignatures.” 

(Signed,  &c.) 

21ft.  Trinidad,  taken  by  the 
(quadron  and  troops  under  Admi¬ 
ral  Harvey  and  Sir  R.  Abercromby, 
who  alfo  captured  the  San  Damafo, 


GISTER,  1797. 

of  74  guns,  and  the  Santa  Cecilia, 
of  36;  the  Spaniards,  at  the  lame 
time,  burnt  one  (hip.  of  84  and  two 
of  74  in  the  harbour. 

25th.  The  following  letter  was 
this  day  fent  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
London  :  — 

44  My  lord,  I  have  the  honour  to 
acquaint  your  lordlhip  that  intelli¬ 
gence  has  been  received  that  two 
French  frigates,  a  corvette  and  a 
lugger,  appeared  off  the  Eaft  of 
Pembrokefhire,  on  the  22d  inftant, 
and  on  the  evening  of  that  day  dis¬ 
embarked  fome  troops  (reported 
bydeferters  to  be  about  1200  men, 
but  without  field-pieces.)  Every 
exertion  had  been  made  bv  the 

J 

Lord  Lieutenant  and  gentlemen  of 
that  county  and  its  neighbour¬ 
hood  for  taking  the  proper  fteps  on 
this  occafion ;  and  the  greateft  zeal 
and  loyalty  has  been  fhewn  by  all 
ranks  of  people.  Immediately  on 
an  account  having  been  received 
at  Plymouth  of  this  force  having 
appeared  in  the  Briftol  Channel, 
frigates  were  difpatched  from  Ply¬ 
mouth  in  queft  of  them.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Portland.” 

Advice  has  been  ftnce  receiv¬ 
ed  that  the  French  troops,  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  preceding  letter,  fur- 
rendered  at  difcretion  to  Lord 
Cawdor. 

27  th.  The  following  notice  was 
this  day  given  from  the  Bank  of 
England,  Feb.  27,  1797. 

44  In  confequence  of  an  order  of 
his  Majefty’s  Privy  Council  notified 
to  the  Bank  laft  night,  a  copy  of 
which  is  hereunto  annexed. 

44  The  governor,  deputy  gover¬ 
nor,  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  think  it  their  duty  to  in¬ 
form  the  .  proprietors  of  the  Bank 
Stock,  as  well  as  the  Public  at  large, 

that 
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that  the  general  concerns  of  the 
Bank  are  in  the  moil  affluent  and 
profperous  fituation,  and  inch  as  to 
preclude  every  doubt  as  to  the  fe- 
curity  of  its  notes.  The  directors 
mean  to  continue  their  ufual,  dis¬ 
counts  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  commercial  interelt,  paying  the 
amount  in  bank-notes;  and  the  di¬ 
vidend-warrants  will  be  paid  jn  the 
fame  manner. 

44  Francis  Martin,  Sec.” 
44  At  the  council  chamber,  White¬ 
hall,  Feb.  26,  1797.  By  the 
Lords  of  his  Majefty’s  mod:  ho¬ 
nourable  Privy  Council. 

Prefent,  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
Lord  Prelident,  Duke  of  Portland, 
Marquis  Cornwallis,  Earl  Spencer, 
Earl  of  Liverpool,  Lord  Grenville, 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

“  Upon  the  reprefentation  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  dat¬ 
ing,  that  from  the  refult  of  the  in¬ 
formation  which  he  has  received, 
and  of  the  enquiries  which  it  has 
been  his  duty  to  make  refpeCting 
the  effect  of  the  unufual  demands 
for  fpecie  that  have  been  made 
Upon  the  metropolis,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  ill-founded  or  ex¬ 
aggerated  alarms  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  it  appears  that, 
unlefs  fome  meafure  is  immediately 
taken,  there  may  be  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend  a  want  of  a  fufficient  fup- 
ply  of  calh  to  anfwer  the  exigencies 
of  the  public  fervice.  It  is  the  un¬ 
animous  opinion  of  the  Board,  that 
it  is  indifpenfably  neceffary  for  the 
public  fervice,  that  the  directors  of 
the  Bank  of  England  Ihould  forbear 
Bluing  any  calh  in  payment,  until 
the  fenfe  of  parliament  can  be 
taken  on  that  fubjeCt,  and  the  pro¬ 
per  meafures  adopted  thereon  for 
maintaining  the  means  of  circula¬ 
tion,  and  fupporting  the  public  and 


commercial  credit  of  the  kingdom 
at  this  important  conjuncture  s  And 
it  is  ordered  that  a  copy  of  this 
minute  be  tranfmitted  to  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Bank  of  England ;  and 
they  are  hereby  required,  on  the 
grounds  of  the  exigency  of  the  cafe, 
to  conform  thereto  until  the  fenfe 
of  parliament  can  be  taken  as  afore- 
laid.  (Signed)  W.  Fawkener.” 

This  day,  at  12  o’clock,  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  molt  opulent  merchants 
in  London,  and  of  all  the  bankers, 
was  held  at  the  Manlion-House, 
when  the  following  refolution  palE 
ed  unanimoully : — 44  At  a  meeting 
of  merchants,  bankers,  &c.  held 
here  this  day,  to  conlider  of  the 
fteps  which  it  may  be  proper  to 
take,  to  prevent  embarraffinents  to 
public  credit,  from  the  effeCt  of  any 
ill-founded  or  exaggerated  alarms, 
and  to  fupport  it  with  the  utmoll: 
exertions  at  the  prefent  important 
conjuncture,  refolved  unanimoully. 
We,  the  underlined,  being  highly 
fenlible  how  neceflary  the  prefer- 
vation  of  public  credit  is  at  this 
time,  do  molt  readily  hereby  de¬ 
clare,  that  we  will  not  refufe  to 
receive  Bank-notes  in  payment  of 
any  fum  of  money  to  be  paid  to  us, 
and  will  ufe  our  utmoll  endeavours 
to  make  all  our  payments  in  the 
fame  manner.”  It  was  alfo  the 
opinion  of  the  meeting,  that  the 
bankers  fhould  all  agree  only  to 
pay  the  fractional  parts  of  drafts  in 
fpecie,  fo  that  every  perfon  might 
remain  on  an  equality. 

In  copfequence  of  fome  words 
which  fell  in  a  recent  debate  in  the 
Irilh  Houfe  of  Lords,  from  Lord 
Blaney,  concerning  the  emigrant 
officers  who  command  the  Irilh 
brigades,  the  Duke  De  Fitz-James,  a 
ci-devant  French  nobleman  of  very 
high  honour,  conceiving  himfelf 

infulted 
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infulted  by  what  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  Lord,  fent  him  a  chal¬ 
lenge  a  few  days  ftnce ;  on  which 
a  meeting  took  place  in  the  Phoe¬ 
nix  Park,  where  each  difcharged  a 
cafe  of  piftols.  The  Duke  was 
grazed  by  a  ball  in  the  tide,  and 
Lord  Blaney  had  part  of  his  hat 
fhot  away  by  the  fire  of  his  antago- 
nift.  The  feconds  then  interfered, 
and  an  amicable  explanation  took 
place. — The  Duke  De.Fitz- James 
became  indifpofed  _  ftiortly  after, 
and  was  politely  vifited  by  Lord 
Blaney.  The"  latter  nobleman 
ferved  on  the' continent,  under  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  received  a  flight 
wound  in  one  of  the  engagements 
in  Flanders. 

At  Mr.  Trumbull’s  fale  of  pic¬ 
tures,  Mr.  Weft  made  feveraJ.  pur- 
chafes  for  the  King.  Among  thefe 
were  Deijenara  and  the  Centaur, 
5  fek  A  Landfcape,  with  figures 
and  cattle,  by  Berghem,  9451.  and 
the  Virgin,  Chrift,  and  St.  John, 
by  Raphael,  8921.  The  whole  col¬ 
lection,  containing  91  pictures,  fold 
for  8,2171.  17s. 

On  Friday  evening,  about  feven 
o'clock,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out 
in  a  warehoufe  near  the  Old  Dock, 
Liverpool,  belonging  to  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ton,  which,  with  the  whole  of  its 
contents,  confiding  of  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  manufactured  cotton  goods, 
was  totally  destroyed  in  about  two 
hours  ;  but,  by  the  very  great  exer¬ 
tions  of  a  number  of  gentlemen, 
and  others,  aided  by  the  aftiftance 
of  the  firemen,  the  adjoining  drug- 
warehoufe  of  Me  firs.  Welth  and 
Sinclair,  the  roof  of  which  had  at 
one  time  caught  fire,  was  preferved, 
with  little  damage. 

Mr.  Colquhoun,  in  his  Treatife 
on  the  Police  of  the  Metropolis, 
dales,  that  there  is  a  clafs  of  female 
{harpers,  who  drafts  elegantly,  per- 
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fonate  women  of  fafhion,  and  even 
go  to  St.  James’s.— a  The  wife  of 
“  a  well-known  fharper,  now  upon 
“  the  town  (fays  he)  is  faid  to  have 
“  appeared  at  court,  drefied  in  a 
u  ftyle  of  peculiar  elegance,  while 
“  the  fliarper  himfelf  is  fuppofed  to 
44  have  gone  in  the  drefs  of  a  cler- 
44  gyman.  According  to  the  infor- 
44  mation  of  a  noted  receiver,  they 
44  pilfered  to  the  value  of  17001.  on 
44  the  King’s  birth-day,  in  1795, 
44  without  difcovery  or  fufpicion.” 

Sir  Godfrey  Webfter  obtained  a 
fentence  of  reparation  againft  his 
wife,  in  Doctors  Commons,  on 
Tlmrfday,  for  adultery  with  Lord 
Holland.  The  charges  upon  which 
the  divorce  was  founded,  and  to 
which  L.  Webfter  made  no  defence, 
were  in  fubftance  as  follows  - 

4 4  That  Sir  Godfrey  and  Lady 
Webfter,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1795,  were,  at  Florence,  to¬ 
gether  with  their  three  children, 
and  that  Lord  Holland  vifited  them, 
in  common  with  others,  until  the 
month  of  February,  at  which  tims 
Sir  Godfrey  had  occafton  to  return 
to  England*,  in  confequence  of  the 
death  of  Richard  Vaflall,  Efq.  his 
Tather-in-law,  leaving  Lady  Web¬ 
fter  behind  him,  who,  from  being 
with  child,  could  not  travel That 
Lord  Holland  continued  his  vifits 
to  Lady  Webfter  during  the  ab~ 
fence  of  Sir  Godfrey,  who  did  not 
return  again  to  Florence,  but  re¬ 
mained  in  England  :  That  Lady 
Webfter  made  feveral  excurfions  in 
the  abfence  of  Sir  Godfrey,  to  Pa¬ 
dua,  Vienna,  &c.  &c.  in  which  file 
was  accompanied  by  Lord  Plolland ; 
and  in  June  1796  they  arrived  at 
Cruxhaven,  on  their  way  to  Eng¬ 
land  :  That  they  lived  together  at 
the  fame  inn  at  Cruxhaven  for  ftx 
days,  carrying  on  adulterous  inter- 
courfe,  and  took  their  pafiage  home 
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bv"  the  fame  veflel :  That  they  ar¬ 
rived  at  Yarmouth  in  the  fame 
month,  and  immediately  proceeded 
to  London.  On  their  arrival  there 
Lady  Webfter  ordered  her  coach¬ 
man  to  drive  to  the  houfe  of  a 
lady  in  Albemarle-ftreet,  where 
fhe  faw  Sir  Godfrey,  and  where 
fhe  remained  fome  time,  but  re- 
fufed  to  deep  with  him  :  her  maid- 
fervant  conftantly  dept  in  her  room, 
who  depofed  that  during  her  lady’s 
itay  in  Albemarle-ftreet,  neither  Sir 
Godfrey  nor  any  other  perfon  dept 
with  her:  That  on  her  quitting 
Albemarle-flreet,  fhe  went  to  re- 
fide  in  ready-furnifhed  apartments 
in  Brompton-row,  and  flept  in  a 
two-pair  of  flairs  room  in  which 
there  was  only  one  bed ;  That  Lord 
Holland  vidted  Lady  Webfter  at 
thefe  apartments,  dept  in  the  fame 
bed  with  her,  and  they  lived  toge¬ 
ther  in  this  place  in  ail  refpedts  as 
man  and  wife  until  the  month  of 
Augufl  lafl,  at  which  time  they  re¬ 
moved  to  Brompton-Park,  where 
they  have  ever  dnce  redded :  That 
on  "the  6th  day  of  November  lafl, 
Lady  Webfter  was  delivered  by 
Hr.  Crofts  of  a  full-grown  infant, 
at  Brompton-Park :  That  Lady 
Webfler  had  frequently  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  child  to  be  Lord  Hol¬ 
land’s,  and  that  Lord  Holland  had 
paid  the  ufual  fees  to  Dr.  Crofts, 
and  had  ever  dnce  maintained  the 
child  as  .his  own. 

Sir  Godfrey  has  dnce  obtained 
60001.  damages  againfl  Lord  Hol¬ 
land  ;  who,  immediately  after  tKe 
divorce  had  taken  place,  married 
Lady  Webfler. 

Lafl  week  a  mofl  fhocking  mur¬ 
der  was  committed  on  the  body  of 
Mr.  Wood  of  Brownhills,  near 
Newcaflle,  in  Stafrordfnire,  by  a 
Mr.  Oliver,  an  apothecary  in  Bur¬ 
ikin,  near  the  fame  place.  It  ap¬ 


pears  that  the  latter  paid  his  ad- 
dreffes  to  one  of  Mr.  Wood’s 
daughters;  but  having  been  did- 
milled  the  houfe  by  the  old  gentle¬ 
man,  formed  the  defperate  refolu- 
tion  of  fhooting  him.  On  Friday 
laft  he  went  to.  Mr.  Wood  with  a 
brace  of  loaded  piflols,  faying,  “  I 
am  come  to  die  with  you,”  and  im¬ 
mediately  fliot  him  in  the'  body : 
he  then  attempted  to  fhoot  himfelf, 
but  was  prevented.  Mr.  Wood 
died  in  great  agonies  on  Monday  i 
and  Oliver  is  committed  to  Staf¬ 
ford  gaol  to  take  his  trial  at  the  next 
affizes. 

Died.  III.  Shot  himfelf  in  the 
weft  porch  of  Weftminfter- Abbey, 
Col.  Frederick.  The  coroner’s 
jury  on  the  3d  returned  a  verdkft 
of  Lunacy.  On  the  6th,  at  noon, 
his  remains  were  brought  in  a 
hearfe  to  St.  Ann’s,  Soho,  attended 
by  two  mourning  coaches.  Several 
gentlemen  attended  in  the  churchy 
and  followed  the  bier  to  the  grave. 
The  body  was  depofited  at  the  weft 
end  of  the  church,  clofe  by  his  fa¬ 
ther,  King  Theodore.  About  aft. 
hour  before  the  folemnity,  a  ref- 
pedlable  perfon  defired  that  the 
following  character,  in  a  fair  hand¬ 
writing,  might  be  placed  upon  the 
church  wall : — 

“  Here  lie 

the  fliattered  remains  of  Col.  Fre¬ 
derick,  fon  of  Theodore  King 
of  Corlica. 

In  his  deportment  he  was  a  finiftied 
gentleman ; 

In  honour,  honefty,  and  truth, 
he  was  princely ; 

he  was  poor  in  circumftances,  but 
rich  in  the  pofTeftion  of  a  moft  libe¬ 
ral  heart. 

The  greateft  diftrefs  he  laboured 
under,  was  the  want  of  ability  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  diftrefles  of  others. 

God  be  with  him.” 

3d.  Shot 
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3d.  Shot  himfelf,  at  his  houfe  at 
Debbenhail,  Efiex,  Richard  Muil- 
rnan  Trench  Chifwell,  Efq.  member 
of  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Aldborough,  in  the  county  of 
York.  This  melancholy  filicide 
was  occafioned  by  a  chain  of  un- 
fuccefsful  {peculations  on  Weft 
India  eftates,  &c.  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  war.  Previous  to  his 
unfortunate  entrance  into  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  the  connections  thence 
arifing,  Mr.  Chifwell  was  confefied- 
ly  worth  near  a  million  fterling. 
About  a  year  and  a  half  fince,  there 
were  unfavourable  rumours  upon 
’Change  refpefting  his  paper  credit ; 
fince  which  time  his  fpirits  were 
evidently  deprefied.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  cataftrophe,  he  deftroved 
Pome  particular  papers,  and  then 
fattening  his  drefting-room  door, 
difcharged  a  brace  of  balls  from  a 
piftol  through  his  head.  His  valet 
hearing  the  report,  immediately 
forced  open  the  door,  and  found  him 
expiring.  Mr.  Chifwell  has  left  a 
wife  and  an  only  daughter,  now  the 
widow  of  the  late  Sir  Francis  Vin¬ 
cent,  Bart,  a  few  years  fince  am- 
baftador  at  Venice,  by  whom  the  had 
one  fon,  now  Sir  Richard  Vincent 
Bart,  an  accompHfhed  youth,  about 
feventeen  years  of  age,  who  was  in 
zn  adjoining  room  when  the  fatal 
accident  happened.  Mr.  Chifwell 
pofiefied  a  landed  eftate  in  Efiex  of 
near  20001.  per  ann.  He  has  left  a 
will,  in  which  he  makes  Mrs.  Chif¬ 
well  foie  executrix.  A  coroner’s  in- 
queft,  compofed  of  the  principal 
gentlemen  in  that  quarter  of  the 
•county  of  Efiex,  fat  on  the  body  a 
few  days  fince,  and,  after  confider- 
ahle  deliberation,  brought  in  their 
verdidf  Lunacy. 

19th.  At  Bilton,  near  Rugby,  in 
the  county  of  Warwick,  Mifs  Addi- 
fon,  only  furviving  daughter  of  the 


celebrated  jofeph  Addifon,  Efq. 
bom  juft  before  his  death,  in  17 1 8, 
by  Sarah  Countefs-dowagerofWar- 
wick,  daughter  of  Thomas  Dafh- 
wood  Efq.  alderman  of  London, 
Mifs  Addifon  was  buried  at  Bilton, 
on  the  10th  of  March.  Many  years 
fince  file  made  her  laft  will  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  third  fon  of  Lord  Brad¬ 
ford,  who  now  comes  in  for  her  ef¬ 
tate.  There  are  left  at  her  late  houfe 
at  Bilton  feveral  portraits  of  Mr. 
Addifon  and  his  friends,  with  his  li¬ 
brary,  which,  it  is  prefumed,  con¬ 
tains  many  valuable  books  and  MSS. 
She  inherited  her  father’s  memory, 
but  none  of  the  diferiminating 
powers  of  his  underftanding  :  with 
the  retentive  faculties  of  Jedediah 
Buxton,  file  was  a  perfect  imbecile. 
She  could  go  on  in  any  part  of  her 
father’s  works,  or  repeat  the  whole, 
but  was  incapable  of  fpeaking  or 
writing  an  intelligible  fentence. 

At  his  houfe  in  Pall-mall,  in  his 
74th  year,  James  Dodfley,  Efq.  ma¬ 
ny  years  a  very  eminent  and  refpec- 
table  bookfeller.  Pie  was  brother, 
partner,  and  fuccefior  in  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  late  ingenious  Mr. 
Robert  Dodfley.  Robert  very  ear¬ 
ly  invited  his  brother  James  "(who 
was  22  years  younger  than  himfelf) 
to  affift  him  in  bufinefs.  Their  fa¬ 
ther  kept  the  free  fchool  at  Manf- 
field,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham ; 
and,  being  very  much  refpedted, 
had  alfo  many  other  fcholars  of 
neighbouring  farmers  and  gentle¬ 
men.  He  was  a  little  deformed 
man,  and  married  a  young  woman 
of  17  at  the  age  of  75,  and  had  a 
child  by  this  union  at  78.  Befides 
Robert  and  James,  he  had  many 
other  children.  Mr.  James  Dod¬ 
fley  became  an  afitive  and  ufeful 
partner  to  his  brother;  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  whom  he  publifhed  many 
works  of  the  firft  celebritv ;  “Col- 
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le&ion  of  Poems,”  u  The  Precep¬ 
tor,”  &c.  &c.  and  commenced,  in 
1758,  u  The  Annual  Regifter.” 
Robert,  who  quitted  bufmeis  early 
in  1759,  died  Sept.  28,  1764,  at  the 
age  of  61  j  James  perfevered  in 
acquiring  wealth  by  the  mofi  ho¬ 
nourable  literary  connexions.  In 
1782  he  communicated  to  the  Rock¬ 
ingham  adminiftration  the  plan  of 
the  tax  on  receipts,  which,  though 
troublefome  to  the  trader,  has  been 
productive  of  confiderable  revenue 
to  the  Rate.  A  few  years  after, 
(1786)  he  was  nominated  as  a  pro¬ 
per  perfon  to  be  fheriff  of  London 
and  Middlefex;  in  excufe  for  which 
he  cheerfully  paid  the  cuftomary 
fine.  It  is  worthy  noticing,  as  a 
literary  anecdote,  that  he  fold  no 
lefs  than  18,000  copies  of  Mr. 
Burke’s  famous  u  Reflections  on 
the  French  Revolution;”  with  con¬ 
siderable  advantage  both  to  himfelf 
and  to  the  author;  to  whom  he 
made  a  very  handfome  compliment 
for  the  profits.  His  property 
(which  is  eftimated  to  be  about 
70,0001.)  he  has  given  principally 
to  nephews  and  nieces,  and  their 
defcendants :  to  fome  of  them 
SOOOl.  3  per  cents  each ;  and  to 
others  4  or  50001.  each,  in  fpecific 
furns,  or  in  higher  funds:  to  each 
of  his  executors  10001.  Thefe  are 
Mr.  Tho.  Tawney.;  of  Brooks-place, 
Lambeth,  who  married  a  daughter 
of  his  brother  Ifaac ;  Mr.  J.  Walter, 
of  Charing-Crofs  (with  whom  he 
had  been  in  habits  of  friendfhip, 
Mr.  Walter  having  ferved  his  ap- 
prenticefhip  with  his  brother  Ro¬ 
bert);  and  Mr.  G.  Nicol,  his  Ma- 
je fly’s  bookfeller,  in  Pall-mall.  To 
his  attorney,  Mr.  Webfler  10001. ; 
to  Mr.  John  Freeborn,  who  had 
been  for  feveral  years  his  afliflant 
in  bufinefs,  40001.;  to  hismaid-fer- 
V*n 4  5001  i  to  his  coachman  5001. 


and  alfo  his  carriage  and  horfes; 
to  the  poor  of  St.  James’s,  Wefl> 
minller,  2001. 3  per  cents ;  and  to  the 
company  of  Ifationers  nearly  4001. 
By  a  habit  of  fecluding  himfelf  from 
the  world,  Mr.  James  Dodfley  (who 
certainly  pofiefled  a  liberal  heart 
and  a  firong  underfianding)  had 
acquired  many  peculiarities.  He 
at  one  time  advertifed  an  intention 
of  quitting  trade ;  but  in  lefs  than 
a  fortnight,  repenting  the  resolu¬ 
tion,  again  advertifed  that  he  fhould 
continue  in  bufinefs,  and  refolicit- 
ed  the  favour  of  his  friends.  For 
fome  years  pall,  however,  he  kept 
no  public  fhop,  but  continued  to 
be  a  large  wholefale  dealer  in  books 
of  his  own  copy-right.  Of  thefe  a 
part,  to  the  amount  of  fome  thou- 
fand  pounds,  was  burnt  by  an  ac¬ 
cidental  fire  in  a  warehoufe  which 
he  had  not  prevailed  on  himfelf  to 
infure;  but  the  lofs  of  which  he 
was  philofopher  enough  to  bear 
without  the  leaf!  apparent  emotion ; 
and  fold  to  a  gentleman  the  chance 
of  the  fragments  of  wafle  paper  that 
might  be  faved,  for  a  fingle  hundred 
pounds.  This  agreement  was  not 
fulfilled,  but  the  whole  remainder 
was  afterwards  fold  for  80  guineas. 
He  kept  a  carriage  many  years,  but 
fiudioufly  wifhed  that  his  friends 
Riould  not  know  it ;  nor  did  he  ever 
ufe  it  on  the  eaRern  fide  ofTemple- 
bar.  Hepurchafed  fome  years  fince 
an  efiate  with  a  fmall  houfe  on  it, 
between  ChiflehurR  and  Bromley, 
On  the  houfe  he  expended  an  in¬ 
credible  fom,  more  than  would 
have  rebuilt  one  of  twice  the  fize, 
which  afterwards  he  rarely  vifited, 
and  at  length  let,  with  the  efiate, 
on  a  long  leafe,  at  a  very  low  rent. 
Though  he  has  often  exprefied  his 
apprehenftdn  that  the  law  (if  he 
fhould  die  intefiate)  would  not  dif- 
pofe  of  his  property  as  he  could 
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with,  he  never  could  perfuade  him- 
felf  to  make  a  will  till  he  was  turn¬ 
ed  of  70;  lince  which  he  has  made 
four:  the  laft  of  them  on  January 
*4, 1797,  not  long  before  his  deceafe. 
He  left  every  legacy  clear  of  the  tax, 
and  appointed  fix  refiduary  legatees. 


MARC  H. 

1ft.  A  very  fevere  affray  took 
place  this  evening  in  Market-lane, 
Pall-mall.  An  order  had  impru¬ 
dently  been  given  to  the  foldiers 
guarding  the  entrance  of  the  Ope- 
ra-houfe  in  that  lane,  to  turn  out 
the  fervants  of  the  nobility  who 
Rood  in  the  lobby  ;  which  the  fer¬ 
vants  refilled,  and  the  chairmen 
taking  their  part,  attacked  the  fol¬ 
diers  fo  violently  with  their  poles, 
that  it  was  found  necefiary  to  call 
in  the  afliftance  of  the  guard  at  the 
front  of  the  houfe  to  quell  the  riot. 
Several  of  the  fervants  were  much 
wounded  in  the  affray. 

3d.  Public  rejoicings  took  place 
in  London,  on  account  of  the  vic¬ 
tory  of  Admiral  Jervis  over  the 
Spanith  fleet;  and  a  fubfcription 
was  entered  into  at  Lloyd’s  for  the 
relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  the  brave  men  who  fell  on  that 
occafion. 

4th.  Twenty  fhilling  notes  were 
Iffued  by  the  Bank  of  England. 

8th.  This  day  was  obferved  as  a 
general  faft  throughout  the  king¬ 
dom. 

10th.  Spanifh  dollars  were  this 
day  iffued  from  the  Bank,  at  four 
ftiillings  and  ninepence  each. 

11th.  At  the  police-office  Marl- 
bro’-ftreet,  Lady  Buckinghamfhire, 
Lady  E.  Lutterell,  and  Mrs.  Sturt, 
were  convicted  before  N.  Conant 
and  T.  Robinfon,  Efqrs.  in  the  pe¬ 
nalty  of  50l.  each,  for  play  in  gat 


the  game  of  faro  ;  and  Henry  Mar-* 
tindale  was  convidted  in  the  fum  of 
2001.  for  keeping  the  faro-table  at 
Lady  Buckinghamfhire’s  houfe. 
The  witneffes  were  two  ci-devant 
fervants  of  Lady  Buckinghamfhire. 
There  were  informations  againft 
Mr.  Concannen  and  Mr.  O’Burne 
for  fimilar  offences.  Both  the  de¬ 
fendants  were  found  guilty,  and 
paid  the  penalty. 

Thomas  Muir,  tranfported  by  the 
Britifh  government  to  Botany-Bav, 
reached  Cadiz  about  the  beginning 
of  this  year.  The  veffel  in  which 
he  failed  carried  him  only  to  Noot- 
ka  Sound,  from  whence  he  travel¬ 
led  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the 
weft  coaft  of  America,  and  reached 
Panama,  the  governor  of  which 
ftiewed  him  every  civility.  He 
crolTed  the  isthmus  of  Darien,  and 
went  in  a  Spanifti  frigate  to  Cuba; 
but  the  governor  not  thinking  it 
proper  to  fuffer  a  man  of  his  prin¬ 
ciples  to  be  at  large,  confined  him 
on  the  north  fide  of  Cuba  till  a  pro¬ 
per  opportunity  occurred  to  fend 
him  to  Spain. 

A  boat,  in  which  were  two  mid- 
fliipmen  and  fix  failors,  belonging 
to  the  Europa  Ruffian  fhip,  at  Cha¬ 
tham,  coming  from  Sheernefs,  was 
overfet  by  a  fquall  of  wind ;  by 
which  unfortunate  accident  one 
midftiipman  and  four  men  were 
drowned ;  the  others  were  taken  up 
by  a  failing  barge,  and  put  on  ftiore 
in  the  marfti,  near  the  Folly-houfe; 
but  not  knowing  the  diredt  road, 
and  the  tide  approaching  very  faft, 
overwhelmed  the  remaining  unfor¬ 
tunates,  who  alfo  fell  vidtims,  ex¬ 
cept  the  midftiipman,  the  only  fur- 
vivor  left  to  relate  the  ftiocking  cir- 
cumftance :  and  he  now  lies  dan- 
geroufly  ill  on  board  the  Archipe¬ 
lago  Ruffian  frigate. 


15  th. 
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15thk  A  fire  broke  out  in  a  malt- 
kiln  at  Burwell,  near  Newmarket, 
occupied  by  Mefirs.  Barlow  and 
Wedge,  which  entirely  confumed 
the  fame,  with  the  malting,  in 
which  were  351  coombs  of  malt 
and  barley,  molt  of  it  damaged ; 
alfo  a  houfe  and  workfhop,  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Brown,  fell-mon¬ 
ger,  widow;  a  houfe  of  Mrs.  Marv 
Ifaacfon,  another  of  Richard  Bunt¬ 
ing,  a  coal-fhed  of  Mr.  Robert  Ed¬ 
wards,  and  part  of  the  premifes  be¬ 
longing  to  Mr.  William  Shaw. 
Fortunately  the  wind  blew  from 
the  fouth-eaft,  which  drove  the 
flames  towards  the  Fen.  Bunting 
is  a  great  fufferer.  Being  a  water¬ 
man,  he  had  feveral  fums  of  money 
belonging  to  Lynn,  all  of  which 
were  loft  in  the  flames,  not  having 
time  to  get  any  thing  out  of  his 
houfe. 

3d.  The  inhabitants  of  Weftmin- 
fter  aftembled  in  Palace-yard,  and 
refolved  to  petition  the  king  to  dif- 
mifs  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  colleagues 
from  their  offices. 

16  th.  At  a  court  of  common  coun¬ 
cil  the  Lord  Mayor  called  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  court  to  a  requifition 
figned  by  forty-three  liverymen, 
defining  him  to  call  a  common  hall, 
“To  confider  of  an  humble  addrefs 
and  petition  to  his  Majefty  upon  the 
prefent  alarming  ftate  of  public  af¬ 
fairs,  and  praying  him  to  difmifs  his 
prefent  minifters  from  his  councils 
for  ever,  as  the  firft  ftep  towards 
obtaining  a  fpeedy,  honourable, 
and  permanent  peace.”  That  he 
had  anfwered  he  would  confult  the 
court,  and  had  received  a  proteft 
againft  fuch  a  meafure.  Flis  Lord- 
ihip  fubmitted  the  feveral  papers  to 
the  court,  who  were  unanimoufly 
of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  highly 
improper  for  them  to  give  any  opi¬ 


nion  refpeffing  the  propriety  or 
expedience  of  convening  a  com¬ 
mon  hall. 

19th.  This  morning  about  four 
o’clock  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out  at 
Mr.  Brigg’s  timber-yard,  adjoining 
Haydon-fquare,  in  the  Minories* 
which  burnt  with  unoppofed  fury 
for  near  two  hours  before  water 
could  be  procured,  and  fpread  fo 
wide  that,  notwithftanding  the  ut- 
moft  exertions  of  the  engines,  near¬ 
ly  thirty  houfes  were  deftroyed,  in¬ 
cluding  fix  or  feven  in  front  in  the 
Minories.  A  great  quantity  of 
property  belonging  to  the  unhappy 
fufferers  was  fecured  in  the  church 
of  the  Trinity,  in  the  Little  Mino¬ 
ries,  under  the  protection  of  parties 
of  the  Guards  and  Weft  London 
militia. 

23d.  At  a  numerous  common 
hall,  a  petition  to  the  purpofe  be¬ 
fore  exprefled,  was  almoft  unani¬ 
moufly  voted ;  and  the  fheriffs,  with 
the  city’s  reprefentatives  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  were  requefted  to  prefent  it 
to  his  Majefty  on  the  throne. 

24th.  The  fheriffs  of  London, 
attended  at  St.  James’s,  to  know 
when  his  Majefty  would  be  pleafed 
to  receive  the  petition  of  the  Live¬ 
ry  upon  the  throne  ;  and  were  in¬ 
formed  that  his  Majefty  would  re¬ 
ceive  no  petition  from  the  city  of 
London,  except  in  its  corporate 
capacity:  but  that  he  was  willing 
to  receive  it  at  the  Levee,  in  the 
ordinary  manner  of  accepting  ad- 
dreftes. 

A  riot  of  a  ferious  nature  took 
place  at  Derby,  on  Monday  night 
laft.  A  number  of  perfons  having 
afiembled  In  the  Baptift  chapel  to 
hear  Thelwall  ledture  on  political 
fubjedts,  a  mob  collected  in  the 
ftreet  with  drums,  horns,  &c.  and* 
after  contenting  themfelves  fame 
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time  with  drowning  the  voice  of 
the  orator  in  tumult,  they  at  length 
broke  the  windows,  wounded  feve- 
ral  perfons  with  brick  and  ftones, 
and  threatened  to  deftroy  the  cha¬ 
pel.  Thelwall,  with  a  piftol  in  his 
hand,  declared  he  would  {hoot  any 
perfon  who  molefted  him;  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  which  he  was  fuffered 
to  depart  without  receiving  any  in¬ 
jury.  It  was  a  long  time  before 
the  mob  feparated. 

At  the  afiizes  for  Hampfliire 
(Lent  afiizes)  there  were  fixty-four 
prifoners  on  the  calendar  for  trial, 
of  whom  fifteen  received  fentence 
of  death. 

At  the  afiizes  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk  fix  prifoners  were  capitally 
conviCted,  and  received  fentence  of 
death;  four  of  whom  wrere  after¬ 
wards  reprieved. 

At  the  Sufiex  afiizes  at  Eaft-Grin* 
Head,  eighteen  prifoners  were  tried, 
two  of  whom  were  capitally  con¬ 
victed,  and  received  fentence  of 
death,  viz.  John  Green  and  George 
Mafon,  for  robbing  Edward  Whit¬ 
ten  of  half  a  guinea  and  nineteen 
{hillings  on  the  highway,  at  Caf- 
tie-lane  Corner,  in  the  parifli  of 
Weft  Grinftead,  in  Auguft  laft. 
They  were,  however,  both  repriev¬ 
ed. 

At  York  afiizes  five  received  fen¬ 
tence  of  death ;  one  of  whom  wras 
left  for  execution,  and  the  other 
four  were  refpited. 

At  Stafford  afiizes  three  only  were 
fentenced  to  tranfportation  for  fe- 
ven  years.  The  trial  of  Mr.  T. 
Oliver,  charged  with  {hooting  Mr. 
J.  Wood,  was  poftponed. 

At  Warwick  afiizes  ten  prifoners 
received  fentence  of  death ;  of  whom 
three  wrere  left  for  execution. 

At  W orcefter  afiizes  eight  prifo- 
xiers  received  fentence  of  death. 


They  w^ere  all,  excepting  one,  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Oxford  afiizes  ten  prifoners 
were  capitally  convicted ;  four  of 
whom  w^ere  left  for  execution. 

At  Thetford  afiizes  five  received 
fentence  of  death;  one  of  whom 
alone  w^as  left  for  execution. 

At  Kingfton  afiizes  thirteen  pri- 
foners  were  capitally  convicted; 
of  whom  three  were  left  for  execu¬ 
tion. 

At  Winchefter  afiizes,  out  of  fix- 
teen  prifoners  capitally  eonviCted, 
three  only  w^ere  left  for  execution. 

At  the  Chelmsford  afiizes,  ten 
prifoners  were  capitally  convicted  ; 
of  whom  four  were  left  for  execu¬ 
tion,  and  the  other  fix  were  ref¬ 
pited. 

At  Reading  afiizes  two  w^ere  fen¬ 
tenced  to  be  hung,  one  to  be  tranf- 
ported  for  fourteen  years,  four  for 
feven  years,  and  one  to  four  years, 
imprifonment. 

At  Salilbury  afiizes  four  'were 
capitally  convicted ;  who  were  left 
for  execution. 

At  Lancafter  five  criminals  w^ere 
capitally  conviCled. 

17  th.  Elizabeth  Brokefby  wras 
executed  at  Lincoln,  purfuant  to 
her  fentence,  for  the  murder  of  her 
hulband  by  poifon.  After  fentence 
file  was  taken  from  the  bar  in  a 
ftate  of  infenfibility,  and  continued 
in  fo  entire  a  ftate  of  ftupefa&ion 
as  to  make  it  neceflary  to  fupport 
her  on  the  fledge  which  drew  her 
to  the  gallows,  and  lift  her  on  the 
platform.  Her  body  was  delivered 
to  the  furgeon  to  be  differed  and 
anatomized. 

21ft.  Purfuant  to  his  fentence, 
William  Suffolk,  aged  46,  wras  exe¬ 
cuted  on  the  Caftle-hill,  Norwich, 
for  the  wdlful  murder  of  Mary  Beck, 
of  North  Walfham.  An  intimacy 
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fubfifted  between  the  prifoner  and 
the  deceafed,  which  the  brother 
difapproving,  defired  Suffolk  to  dif- 
continue  his  vifits.  Upon  this,  a 
violent  difpute  arofe,  in  which  Suf¬ 
folk  declared  to  the  brother,  that 
he  fhould  fee  a  great  alteration  be¬ 
fore  night.  Accordingly,  meeting 
with  the  deceafed  unfortunately  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day  (Feb.  3.)  on 
the  common  near  North  Waltham, 
Suffolk  with  a  large  flick  at¬ 
tacked  her,  and  repeated  his  blows 
till  he  left  her  for  dead.  In  this 
ftate  die  was  difcoyered,  and  had 
only  ftrerigth  to  declare  that  Suf¬ 
folk  was  her  murderer;  who,  on 
being  taken  into  cullody,  and  foon 
after  being  informed  by  the  confla- 
ble  that  the  was  not  then  dead,  de¬ 
clared  that  if  he  thought  die  could 
have  flirred  hand  or  foot,  he  would 
have  beaten  her  till  this  time.  His 
body  is  hung  in  chains  near  the 
fpot  where  the  murder  was  com¬ 
mitted. 

A  mofl  {hocking  murder  was 
lately  committed  in  Ireland  on  the 
body  of  Dr.  Hamilton  of  Trinity- 
College,  Dublin;  the  particulars  of 
which  are  as  follow :  Dr.  Hamilton 
had  a  living  in  the  north,  near  the 
banks  of  Loch  S willy;  and  having 
dined  a  few  days  fmce  at  the  houfe 
of  a  Mr.  Waller,  in  his  neighbour¬ 
hood,  the  houfe  was  furrounded  by 
a  banditti  of  armed  ruffians,  about 
ten  o’clock  at  night,  who  broke 
into  the  houfe  while  the  family  was 
at  fupper,  calling  loudly  for  Dr. 
Hamilton,  and  threatening  death 
to  the  whole  family.  Mrs.  Waller 
implored  mercy  for  her  hufband,  a 
feeble  poor  gentleman,  who  having 
loft  the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  was  una¬ 
ble  to  fly  from  their  fury.  She 
threw  herfelf  over  him  to  proipfl 
him  from  affaflination3  when  the 
Vol.  XXXIX. 
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mifereants  fired  three  fhots  thro* 
her  body,  and  killed  her  inflantly* 
They  then  threatened  to  raze  the 
houfe  and  put  all  its  inhabitants 
to  death,  if  Dr.  Hamilton  was  not 
produced;  and  the  fervanfs,  to  fave 
their  own  lives,  dragged  him  from 
the  wine-cellar  to  the  door.  Me 
endeavoured  to  cling  by  the  ffiaple 
of  the  hall  door  lock,  but  the  vil¬ 
lains  burnt  his  hand  to  force  him 
to  quit  his  hold,  and  then  dragged 
him  a  fliort  diftance  from  the  houfe? 
where  they,  in  a  moil  barbarous 
manner  murdered  him.  He  has 
left  a  wife  and  nine  children 
wholly  unprovided  for.  His  being 
an  a<5live  magiftrate  againft  the  de¬ 
fenders,  determined  them  upon  the 
horrid  aft.  Mr.  Browne  men¬ 
tioned  the  matter  in  the  Irifh  houfe 
of  commons,  in  order  to  inftitute 
feme  public  provifion  for  this  help- 
lefs  family. 

A  very  melancholy  affair  has 
lately  taken  place  at  Smyrna.  The 
circumftances  are  briefly  thefe  — A 
party  of  ffirolling  German  rope- 
dancers  had  arrived,  and  were  exr 
hibiting  their  feats  on  the  tight 
rope  to  a  numerous  audience. 
As  is  the  cuflom  of  that  place,  four 
janiffaries  were  placed  as  centineis 
at  the  door  of  the  theatre,  to  pre- 
ferve  the  peace.  After  the  per¬ 
formance  had  commenced,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Sclavonians  entered  the 
doors,  one  of  whom  infulted  the 
janiffaries,  who  refented  his  cpn- 
dufl.  A  feuffie  enfued,  which  ter¬ 
minated  in  the  death  of  one  of  the 
janiffaries,  who  was  fhot  by  a  Scla- 
vonian.  An  enquiry  was  inflantly 
fet  on  foot,  and  a  demand  fent  tc 
the  theatre  to  give  up  the  affaffm  : 
he,  however,  from  the  fidelity  of 
his  comrades,  could  not  be  difeo- 
vered.  Time  was  allowed  for  the 
$  '  dlfcov^ry. 


IS  ANNUAL  ‘REGISTER,  1797. 


difeovery,  but  to  no  effect ;  and  it 
was  at  length  determined  to  deftroy 
the  theatre,  unlefs  he  was  given  up. 
They  ftili  pernfted  in  their  fllence, 
which  induced  the  janiffaries  to 
let  fire  to  the  theatre  ;  ana  it  was 
completely  deftroved.  The  Turk's 
proceeded  to  fet  fire  to  all  the  Eng- 
lifli  and  other  Chriftian  factories, 
deftroved  property  to  the  amount 
of  nearly  100,0001.  killed  between 
1 2  and  1 300  people,  and  threaten¬ 
ed  to  deftroy  all  the  Chriftians 

d 

in  the  place. 

31ft.  A  bout  four  o’clock,  a  moft 
dreadful  fire  broke  out  at  the  old 
family  manfion  of  the  Duke  of  St. 
Albans,  at  Elan  worth  Park,  near 
Hampton,  which,  in  the  courfe  of 
three  hours,  deftroy ed  every  part 
of  the  building,  and  all  the  beau¬ 
tiful  gallery  of  paintings,  which 
were  in  heirloom  with  the  houfe. 
Very  little  of  the  furniture  was  lav- 
orb  The  fire  broke  out  at  the  back 
cf  the  houfe,  near  the  library,  and 
was  occafioned -by' a  girl  belonging 
to  a  farm-yard  lighting  her  fire  too 
near  the  windows.  Owing  to  the 
high,  wind,  the  flames  caught  the 
firm  t  i  ers,  and  the  conflagration 
fpread  through  the  ma-nfion  before 
anv  affiftance’  could  be  obtained. 

A  boat  belonging  to  a  brig, 
Ivinu  in  Winchelfiea  Nook,  in  its 
'paflage  from  the  fhore  to  the  veffel, 
with  the  captain  and  two  men  on 
board,  was,  by  a  fud-den  {quail  of 
wind,  overfet.  The  captain  laved 
his  life  by  fwitnming  to  fhore  ;  but 
the  two  men,  being  unable  to  fwim, 
were  drowned.  It  is  faid  the  un¬ 
fortunate  men  belonged  to  New- 
haven ;  but  of  this  we  have  received 
noaffurance. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  month, 
moft  of  the  counties,  cities,  and 
towns  of  the  kingdom,  petitioned 


his  Majefty  for  the  removal  of  mi- 
hifters,  and  the  confequent  reitera¬ 
tion  of  peace. 

Died  at  her  houfe  in  Halfmoon- 
ftreet,  Piccadilly,  after  having  been 
for  fome  weeks  confined  to  her  bed 
by  a  very  fevere  illnefs,  Mrs.  Pope, 
the  celebrated  actrefs.  She  was 
one  of  the  laft  of  the  legitimate 
School  of  Garrick ;  and  had  for 
years  maintained,  both  as  a  tragic 
and  comic  performer  in  the  Lon¬ 
don  theatres,  the  moft  refpeCtable 
fltuation.  Her  merits  and  talents, 
after  nearly  30  years  experience, 
are  too  well  known  to  need  any 

d  . 

comment ;  they  were  univerfally 
acknowledged  and  admired :  and, 
while  the  is  lamented  as  a  great 

o 

public  Iofs,  thofe  who  knew  her 
domeftic  worth,  will  feel  alfo,  in 
the  death  of  fo  e him  able  a  woman, 
a  fource  of  much  private  affliction: 
In  a  wide  range  of  characters,  in 
tragedy  and  comedy,  and  in  the 
humorous  as  well  as  the  fafliion- 
ablc  walk  of  the  latter,  fine  has  been 
uniformly  diftinguifhed  with  ap- 
plaufe.  Mrs.  Pope  was  defeended 
from  a  good  family,  of  the  name 
of  Younge,  who  left  her  little  be¬ 
tide  her  education :  file  had  her 
fltuation  in  life  to  make  at  a  period 
when  moft  girls,  are  occupied  by 
no  other  ideas  than  their  pleafure. 
In  the  courfe  of  her  education,  file 
had  acquainted  herfelf  with  the 
belt  Englifh  dramatic  writers.  It 
was  a  ftvle  of  reading  the  always 
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relifhed  fo  much,  that  file  now  be¬ 
gan,  ferioufly,  to  think  of  putting 
it  into  praCtice ;  and,  procuring  a 
letter  of  recommendation  to  Mr. 
Garrick,  he  was  fo  well  pleafed 
with  her  firft  efiay,  that  he  took  the 
pains  of  attending  her  at  feveral 
•private  rehear  Ails,  when  every  trial 
gave  frefh  proofs  of  her  abilities. 
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At  the  end  of  three  months  (in  the 
winter  of  1768)  fhe  came  out  in 
Imogen,  in  Cymbeline :  a  part, 
however,  hazardous,  from  the  va¬ 
riety  of  its  difficulties ;  yet,  fo 
ftrongly  was  fne  poffetied  of  the 
fpirit  of  the  author,  and  fo  power¬ 
fully  affifted  by  her  addrefs,  and 
other  Page  .  accomplifhments,  that 
the  obtained  univerfal  applaufe. 
At  Drury -lane  theatre  this  admira¬ 
ble  aCtrefs  continued  till  the  year 
1779.  She  then  engaged  with 
Mr.  Harris,  patentee  of  Covent- 
garden  theatre,  from  which  die  has 
fihcebeen  abfentbut  one  feafon.  In 
1784,  during  a  profeffional  excur- 
lion  in  Ireland,  die  faw  Mr.  Pope 
perform  at  Cork,  and  approved  fo 
much  of  his  powers,  that  die  re¬ 
commended  him  to  Mr.  Harris ; 
and  at  Covent-garden  theatre  his 
fuccefs  judified  her  opinion  of  his 
talents.  A  mutual  affeCtion  arofe 
from  this  circumftance,  and  in  a 
feafon  or  two  afterwards,  they  were 
married.— Her  remains  were,  on 
the  22 d,  conveyed  from  her  houfe 
to  Wedminder-abbev,  in  a  hearfe 
and  dx,  followed  by  feven  mourn¬ 
ing  coaches  and  her  own  carriage. 
In  the  drd  were  fome  particular 
friends  of  the  deceafed ;  thefe 
were  followed  by  the  School  of 
Garrick  (of  which  refpedtable  fo- 
ciety  die  was  an  honorary  member) 
and  by  the  principal  performers 
of  Covent-garden  theatre.  The 
body  was  interred  in  the  cloifters  on 
the  fouth  dde,  near  the  remains  of 
Sir  Richard  Jebb,  and  on  the  right 
of  Dr.  Dupuis.  The  funeral  ier- 
vice  was  read  bv  the  Rev.  Vvr eldon 
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Champnefs.  Mrs.  Pope  was  bom 
in  the  year  of  the  rebellion,  1745. 
The  done  that  is  placed  over  her 
remains  is  infcribed  44  In  memory 
of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Pope,  of  the 


Theatre  Royal,  Covent  -  garden, 
who  died  on  the  15th  of  March, 
1797,  aged  52  years.” 

In  Bloomlbury  fquare,  in  a  fit  of. 
apoplexy,  John  Eoniot  de  Main- 
aduc,  Efq.  M.  D.  and  Member  of 
the  Corporation  of  Surgeons  of 
London.  He  died  after  his  return 
from  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Eyre,  of 
Cecil-dreet.  Thefe  two  gentle¬ 
men  were  married  to  two  lifters. 
His  44  Lectures”  are  announced  to 
be  44  publifhed  as  faon  as  his  papers 
can  be  arranged  ;  which,  from  his 
hidden  and  unexpected  death,  may 
require  fome  time.” 

5.  At  Tiverton,  Devon,  aged  52, 
Capt.  J.  G.  Stedman.  He  entered 
in  the  navy,  but  relinquiihed  it  on 
the  lad  peace,  and  accepted  an  en- 
fign’s  commiffion  in  one  of  the  Scots 
Brigade  regiments  paid  by  the 
Dutch.  He  had  attained  the  rank 
of  Lieutenant  when  fhe  meafure  of 
fending  a  military  force  againd  the 
rebel  negroes  on  the  river  Cottica, 
in  Surinam,  the  mod  important, 
and  now  the  only  remaining,  Dutch 
poffedion  on  the  coad  of  Africa, 
was  projected.  Impelled  by  a  de- 
lire  of  exploring  a  part  of  the  world 
not  generally  known,  and  the  hope 
of  preferment  in  fuch  a  dangerous 
fervice,  he  obtained  admiffion  into 
the  corps  of  5 00  volunteers,  formed, 
into  feven  companies,  embodied  as 
a  regiment  of  marines,  and  intend¬ 
ed  for  Surinam,  and  was  advanced 
by  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  the 
rank  of  captain,  by  brevet,  under 
Colonel  Tourgeoud,  a  Swifs,  com¬ 
mander  in  chief.  He  quitted  the 
Tdxel  on  Chrifrmas  day,  1772,  and 
a®ql|oied  in  Surinam  river*  Feb.  2, 
1773.  He  foon  formed  an  at¬ 
tachment  with  a  beautiful  negro- 
girl  of  15,  one  of  the  natural  chil¬ 
dren  of  a  Dutch  planter,  whole 
B  2  good- 
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goodnefs  of  heart,  and  faithful  at¬ 
tachment  to  him,  were  Hill  more 
endearing  than  all  her  perfonal  at¬ 
tractions  ;  but,  by  the  laws  of  the 
fettlement,  the  could  not  be  re¬ 
deemed  from  flavery,  or  brought 
home  to  Europe,  but  died  of  poi- 
fon,  a  victim  to  jealoufy,  before, 
the  captain  quitted  her.  After 
undergoing  a  variety  of  fatigues, 
and  withefling  the  moft  horrid  cru¬ 
elties,  as  well  as  moft  extravagant 
diflipation,  in  the  colony  of  Suri¬ 
nam,  he  returned  to  his  native 
country ;  and,  a  little  before  his 
death,  publifhed  an  interefting  nar¬ 
rative  of  the  expedition  againft  the 
revolted  negroes  of  Surinam,  in 
two  volumes,  4to,  illulfrated  with 
eighty  elegant  engravings  from 
drawings  made  by  himfelf.  He  has 
left  a  widow  and  five  children. 


APRI  L. 

J.  At  a  common  hall,  the  Lord 
Mayor  laid  before  the  livery  of 
London  the  following  letter,  which 
he  had  received  from  the  fheriffs  : 

“  My  Lord,  In  compliance  with 
the  refolution  of  the  common 
hall,  we  waited  on  his  Majefty  at 
the  levee  yefterdav,  to  know  when 
he  would  be  pleated  to  receive  the 
Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aider- 
men,  and  Livery.  We  were  in¬ 
formed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
that  his  Majefty  would  receive  it 
on  Wednesday  next  at  the  levee, 
or  any  other  levee-day  ;  but  would 
not  receive  the  petition  on  the 
throne,  as  it  does  not  come  from 
the  city  of  London  in  its  corporate 
capacity. 

u  S.  Langston,  W.  Staines.” 

The  Livery  then  refolved,  “  That 
the  fheriffs  of  London  had  an  ac 


knowledged  right  to  an  audience 
of  the  King,  and  are  in  duty  bound 
to  demand  the  fame  and  di¬ 
rected  the  fheriffs,  attended  by  the 
remembrancer,  to  demand  a  per¬ 
fonal  audience  of  his  Majefty,  to 
know  his  royal  will  and  pleafure, 
when  he  will  be  pleafed  to  receive 
upon  the  throne  the  faid  dutiful 
and  loyal  addrefs  and  petition. 

3.  This  evening  a  moft  alarming 
fire  was  difeovered  in  the  fuperb 
manfion-houfe  of  Yefter,  belonging 
to  the  Marquis  of  Tvveedale,  which, 
by  the  wonderful  activity  of  the 
fervants  and  workmen  belonging  to 
the  place,  aided  by  a  numerous 
body  of  the  inhabitants  from  the 
village  of  Gifford,  together  with 
the  Haddington  engine,  brought 
thence  by  about  one  hundred  of 
the  Durham  rangers  now  ftatioi\ed 
there,  who  attended,  accompanied 
by  their  officers,  on  the  firlt  alarm, 
happily  fayed  the  principal  part  of 
the  houfe ;  only  One  of  the  wings 
was  burnt,  and  a  great  part  of  the 
furniture  deftroyed.  The  fire  was 
occafioned  by  a  wooden  joill  being 
placed  too  near  one  of  the  vents, 
which  had  been  burning  feme  time 
before  binding  forth. 

The  late  accounts  from  New 
South  Wales  are  particularly  fa¬ 
vourable.  The  fettlement  of 
Broken  Bay  was  in  a  flour  i  thing 
condition,  as,  indeed,  were  the 
other  diftriCts.  The  harveft  of 
1795-6  (our  winter)  had  proved 
abundantly  productive. 

According  to  the  return  of 
aliens  within  the  cities  of  Lon¬ 
don,  Weftminfter,  and  the  Borough 
of  Southwark,  lately  presented  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
whole  number  of  thofe  perfons 
amounts  only  to  70  H 

10.  About  900  French  prifciters 

from 
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from  Porchefter  Caftle  were  landed 
at  MefTrs.  Squire’s  wharf,  Peterbo¬ 
rough,  whence  they  were  efcorted 
to  Yaxley  barracks  under  a  ftrong 
guard  of  light-horfe.  The  procef- 
fion  was  truly  awful.  The  barracks 

J 

are  entirely  new,  and  fet  on  a  moft 
healthful  fpot  at  Norman  Crofs, 
near  Stilton  in  Hunting;donfhire. 

That  excellent  adtrefs  Mifs  Far- 
ren  performed  this  night  for  the  laft 
time,  previous  to  her  marriage  with 
the  Earl  of  Derby.  The  play  flic 
chofe  was  the  School  for  Scandal. 

The  different  avenues  leading  to 
the  theatre  were  crowded  with  all 
ranks  and  defcriptions  at  a  very 
early  hour,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
after  the  opening  of  the  doors  eve¬ 
ry  bench  in  the  houfe,  and  every 
paflage  in  the  theatre,  even  to  the 
feveral  doors,  was  completely  occu¬ 
pied.  Never  was  fuch  an  audience 
fe.cn  at  this  or  any  other  theatre. 

On  her  ftrft  entrance  the  was 
greeted  in  the  moft  flattering  man¬ 
ner  ;  and  the  audience  appeared  to 
be  animated  with  a  principle  of 
emulation,  in  beftowing  their  libe¬ 
ral  plaudits  throughout  the  whole 
of  her  performance. 

At  the  conclufton  of  the  play, 
Mr.  Wroughton  immediately  came 
forward,  and  addrefled  the  audience 
as  follows : 

Put  ah  !  this  night,  adieu  the  mirthful  mien, 
When  Mirth’s  lov’d  fav’rite  quits  the  mi¬ 
mic  fcen'e  ! 

Startled  Thalia  would  a  (Tent  refufe. 

But  Truth  and  Virtue  fued,  and  won  the 
Mufe. 

Aw’d  by  fenfations  it  could  ill  exprefs, 
Though  mute  the  tongue,  the  bofom  feels 
not  lefs ; 

Her  fpeech  your  kind  indulgence  oft  has 
known. 

Be  to  her  tilence  now  that  kindnefs  fhewn  : 
Ne’er  from  her  mind  th’ endear’d  record 
will  part, 

But  live  the  proudefl  feeling  of  a  grateful 
heart. 


This  aadrefs  was  repeatedly  in¬ 
terrupted  by  general  and  reiterated 
plaudits  from  all  parts  of  the  houfe. 
Mifs  barren  appeared  much  affect¬ 
ed  at  the  generous  condudt  of  the 
audience.  After  the  torrent  of  ap- 
plaufe  had  fubfided,  Mifs  Farreir 
came  to  the  front,  of  the  ftage,  with 
graceful  and  diffident  fteps,  to  take 
her  final  farewell  of  her  patrons. 
In  a  manner  the  moft  elegant  and 
impreflive  the  made  her  courtefy, 
firft  to  the  right,  next  to  the  left, 
and  laftly  to  the  front  of  the  houfe, 
amidft  the  univerfal,  reiterated,  and 
rapturous  plaudits  of  the  audience, 
many  of  whom  accompanied  their 
tokens  of  refpedt  with  tears  of  fen- 
flbility. 

5th.  The  fheriffs  of  London, 
(MefTrs.  Langfton  and  Staines)  ac¬ 
companied  by  ,the  city  remenj- 
brancer,  attended  at  St.  James’s 
vefterday,  pupfuant  to  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  the  laft  common  hall,  to 
have  a  perfonal  interview  with  the 
King,  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  peti¬ 
tion  lately  agreed  to  by  the  Livery¬ 
men.  On  being  introduced  to  his 
Majefty,  the  fheriffs  explained  to 
him  the  privilege  which  they  con¬ 
ceived  the  citizens  of  London  pof- 
feffed  of  prefenting  their  addrefles 
to  his  Majefty  upon  the  throne; 
and  informed  him  that,  in  the  pre¬ 
lent  inftance,  they  could  not  deli¬ 
ver  their  petition  in  any  other  man¬ 
ner.  His  Majefty  replied,  that  he 
fhould  always  be  ready  to  receive 
their  addrefles  or  petitions  at  the 
levee,  but  that  he  could  not  receive 
any  petition  upon  the  throne  from  the 
city  of  London,  except  in  its  corpo¬ 
rate  capacity.  With  this  anfwer  the 
fheriffs  and  remembrancer  retired. 

9th.  The  trial  of  Jones,  the  dele¬ 
gate  of  the  London  Correfponding 
Society,  came  on  at  Warwick  on 
B  3 
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Tim r fd ay,  before  Judge  Grofe  and 
a  fpecial  jury.  The  profecutioh 
was  led  by  Mr.  Percival,  in  a  fair 
and  candid  manner;  and  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  as  ably  fupported  by 
Me flis.  Romilly  and  Vaughan.— 
The  Judge  gave  a  charge,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  the  jury  found  a  ver¬ 
dict  of  Guilty  on  the  third  count, 
which  was, — “  Will  the  people  of 
Birmingham  fubmit  to  the  treafon 
and  fedition  laws?”  Binns’s  trial 
is  poftponed  till  next  affizes ;  four 
only  of  the  fpecial  jury  being  pre- 
fent,  and  'only  fix  others  appeared 
in  court  who  were  admitted  by 
the  crown  and  defendant.  The 
conviction  of  Jones  is  the  firft  that 
has  taken  place  under  the  late  act. 
His  fentence  is  not  yet  known. 

12th.  At  another  common  hall 
the  report  from  the  fheriffs  was 
read ;  Rating,  that  having  taken  the 
eurlieft  opportunity  of  waiting  on 
his  Majefty  at  the  levee,  they  had 
obtained  an  audience,  and  deliver¬ 
ed  the  mefiage  directed  by  die  li¬ 
very  ;  to  which  his  Majefty  anfwer- 
ed,  u  That  the  address  not  being 
the  addrefs  of  the  city  of  London 
in  its  corporate  capacity,  he  could 
not  receive  it  on  the  throne  ;  that 
the  anfwer  given  by  the  Duke  of 
Portland  was  by  his  Majeity’s  de¬ 
fire;  and  that  his  Majefty  repeated 
his  readinefs  to  receive  the  petition 
of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen*  and 
Liverv,  at  the  next  oranv  other  le- 
vee,  provided  the  perions  prefent- 
ing  it  did  not  exceed  the  ufy.al 
number  of  ten.” 

Two  refolutions  were  then  paf- 
fed,  declaratory  of  the  rights  of 
the  livery;  and  another  was  of- 
ered,  which  the  Lord  Mayor  faid 
H  he  could  not,  confidently-  with 
his  duty  to  preferve  inviolate 
the  rights  of  the  livery,  admit  to 
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be  put :  the  bufinefs  of  the  day 
upon  which  the  livery  were  met 
being  fpecified  in  the  lummons  if- 
fued  to  call  them  together,  it  was 
his  duty  to  take  care  that  no  other 
bufinefs  fhould  be  difeufied.”  Af¬ 
ter  much  altercation  had  taken 
place  between  feveral  fpeakers,  the 
Lord  Mayor  ordered  the  infignia  of 
office  to  be  taken  up,  and  the  hall 
was  of  courfe  diffolved ;  but  not  be¬ 
fore  an  unanimous  vote  of  cenfure 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Waithman 
was  paffed  on  the  conduCt  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  for  this  unprecedent¬ 
ed  attack  on  the  deliberative  rights 
of  the  ftvery  of  London  in  com- 
mon  hall  affiembled. 

15th.  The  Prince  of  Wirtemberg 
arrived  in  town,  waited  upon  the 
Royal  Family  at  Buckingham-houfe, 
and  paid  hisrefpedts  to  the  Princefs 
Royal,  his  intended  bride. 

A  general  and  alarming  mutiny 
broke  out  on  board  the  Channel- 
fleet,  at  Spithead.  The  crews  im- 
animoufly  refufed  to  proceed  to  fea 
unlefs  their  wages  were  advanced 
to  thirty  findings  per  month,  and 
their  allowance  of  provifions  in- 
creafed. 

Mr.  Colquhoun,  in  his  treatife 
on  the  police  of  the  metropolis, 
Rates  the  following  curious  fadt : 

u  There  is  a  clafs  oft  cheats,  or 
female  bankers,  who  accommodate 
barrow-women  and  others  who  fell 
fifli,  fruit,  vegetables,  &c.  in  the 
frreets,  with  five  fhillings  a  day 
(the  ufual  diurnal  Rock  in  fuch 
cafes) ;  for  the  life  of  which,  for 
twelve  hours,  they  return  a  pre¬ 
mium  of  fixpence,  when  the  money 
is  returned  in  the  evening,  thereby 
receiving,  at  this  rate,  about  feven 
pounds  ten  fhillings  a  year  for  every 
five  fhillings  they  lend  out.  In  con¬ 
templating  this  curious  fyftem  of 
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banking  (trifling  as  it  feems  to  be) 
it  is  impomble  not  to  be  forcibly 
(truck  with  the  immenfe  profits  that 
arife  from  it ;  for  it  is  only  necef- 
Cary  for  one  of  thefe  female  Piar- 
pers  to  pouefs  a  capital  of  feventy 
lliillings,  or  three  pounds  ten  {hil¬ 
lings,  with  fourteen  Peady  and  re- 
gular  cuPomers,.  in  order  to  realize 
an  annual  income  of  one  hundred 
guineas !” 

17  th.  The  Prince  of  Wirtem- 
berg  fet  out  this  morning  on  his 
tour  to  Bath,  Briftol,  Birmingham, 
Oxford,  Portfmouih,  and  other 
places,  previous  to  his  marriage. 
His  Serene  Highnefs  was  attended 
by  Count  Zippelin,  Baron  Goerbitz, 
and  Sir  John  Hippefly.  The  tour 
is  expected  to  take  up  near  three' 
weeks. 

20th.  In  confequence  of  fome 
Prong  remonPrances  from  the  fea- 
men  on  board  the  fleet  at  Spithead, 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty  have  re¬ 
ceived  to  recommend  to  his  Majef- 
tv  that  an  addition  of  five  lliillings 
and  fixpen.ee  a  month  be  made  to 
the  wages  of  petty  officers  and  Tea¬ 
men  of  the  royal  navy  ;  which  will 
make  the  wages  of  able  feamen  one 
.Chilling  a  day,  clear  of  all  deduc¬ 
tions;  an  addition  of  four  (hillings 
and  fixpence  a  month  to  the  wages 
of  every  ordinary  feamen ;  and  of 
three  lb  filings  and  fixpence  to  the 
wages  of  landmen :  and  that  none 
of  the  allowance  made  to  the  ma¬ 
rines  when  on  Chore  fliall  be  Pop¬ 
ped  on  their  being  embarked  on 
board  any  of  his  MajePy’s  Chips. 
Alfo,  that  all  feamen,  marines,  and 
others,  ferving  in  his  MajePy’s  Chips, 
Chall  have  the  full  allowance  of  pro- 
viflons,  without  any  deductions  for 
leakage  or  waPe;  and  that,  until 
proper  Peps  can  be  taken  for  carry¬ 
ing  this  into  e  if  eft,  inert  allowance 


money  Chall  be  paid  to  the  men  in 
lieu  of  the  deduction  heretofore 
made;  and  that  all  men  wounded 
in  aftion  fliall  receive  their  full  pay 
until  their  wounds  Chall  be  healed ; 
or  until,  being  declared  incurable, 
they  Chall  receive  a  pentioii  from' 
the  cheP  at  Chatham,  or  fliall  be 
admitted  into  the  Royal  Hofpital  at 
Greenwich. 

2 Ip.  This  morning  early  afire, 
broke  out  at  Mr.  Bartlet’s,  tallow- 
chandler,  Brewer-Preet,  Golden- 
fquare, ‘which  in  a  fhort  time  con- 
fumed  the  whole  of  the  premifes, 
the  inhabitants  efcaping  only  with 
their  lives.  A  quick  fupply  of  en¬ 
gines  and  water  prevented  its  com¬ 
munication,  by  the  great  exertions 
of  the  firemen. 

22d.  A  royal  proclamation  was 
iffued  for  pardoning  fuch  feamen 
and  marines  of  the  fauadron  of  his 
MajePy’s  fleet  Rationed  at  Spithead 
as  have  been  guilty  of  any  act  of 
mutiny  or  difobedience  of  orders, 
or  any  breach  or  negleft  of  duty, 
and  who  Chall,  upon  notification  of 
fuch  proclamation  on  board  their 
refpedHve  flips,  return  to  the  regu¬ 
lar  and  ordinary  dife barge  of  their 
duly. 

26th.  The  following  anfvver  was 
yePerday  returned  by  the  Lord  May¬ 
or  to  the  requifition  ct  the  Every  .to 
call  a  common  hall  for  the  purpofe 
of  taking  into  confideration  the  re- 
port  of  the  fheriffs. 

4 4  Manjion-houfe ,  April 25 ,  1 7  9  7 . 

44  Gentleman, 

44  Having  fully  confldered  the 
requifition  figned  by  a  number  of 
the  liverymen  of  London,  and  de¬ 
livered  to  me  by  you  on  the  2 2d 
infrant,  wherein  they  requeP  of  me 
to  convene  a  common  hall  within 
eight  days,  for  the  purpofe  of  tak¬ 
ing  into  confideration  4  the  report 
B  4  '  of 
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of  the  fheriffs  communicated  to  the 
livery  in  common  hall  affembled, 
on  WednefHay  the  12th  inftant; 
and  to  invefrigate  the  real  caufes  of 
the  awful  and  alarming  flat e  of  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  •  and  to  adopt  fuch  mea- 
fares  as  may  be  expedient  in  the 
prefent  conjuncture,’  I  requeft  of 
you,  gentlemen,  to  inform  them 
that  I  will  mod:  readily  convene  a 
common  hall  anv  aav  in  the  com- 
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mg  week  which  may  be  mod  con¬ 
venient  to  them  (after  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  feffions  at  the  Old  Bai¬ 
ley)  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  into 
consideration  u  the  report  of  the 
fheriffs  communicated  to  the  livery 
in  common  hall  aftembled,  on 
Wednefdav  the  1 2th  inftant;”  but 
that  I  deem  it  incompatible  with 
my  duty  to  alienable  the  livery  for 
the  purpofe  of  investigating  the 
real  caufes  of  the  awful  and  alarm¬ 
ing  ftate  of  public  affairs :  a  propor¬ 
tion  too  extenfive  and  unqualified 
to  admit  of  difculfion  in  an  affembly 
confeffedly  not  deliberative.  I  am, 
gentlemen,  your  humble  fervant, 

44  Brook  Watson.  Mayor.” 
44  To  Mefjrs.  Thomas  Reeve , 

John  Elfee,  a?id  S'.  Miller .” 

The  feamen  on  board  the  fhips 
at  Plymouth,  who  had  fome  time 
before  declared  thernfelves  in  a 
ftate  of  mutiny,  exprefted  them- 
felves  perfectly  fatisfied  with  the 
concefiions  made  by  the  admiralty 
to  their  brethren  at  Spithead. 

From  Liibon,  under  the  date 
April  1 4,  the  following  remarkable 
circumftance  is  thus  dated ;  ii  On 
Monday  evening  laft,  a  dreadful 
affray  took  place  at  Belem,  between 
theffoldiers  of  the  twelfth  regiment 
of  light  dragoons  and  our  people. 
It  began  in  a  public-houfe,  where 
two  of  the  foldiers  went  to  get 
fome  wine.  The  landlord  would 
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not  permit  them  to  go  into  a  room 
to  fit  down  to  drink  it :  this  gave 
rife  to  a  deal  of  abufe  on  both  tides. 
At  iaft  the  landlord  drev/  a  knife, 
and  dabbed  one  of  the  foldiers,  but 
fortunately  not  dangeroufly ;  the 
foldier  knocked  him  down,  and 
dragged  him  into  the  ftreet,  where 
he  beat  him  heartily.  Our  people 
feeing  their  countryman  fo  roughly 
handled,  took  his  part,  and  pelted 
the  Englifh  writh  ftones :  this  alarm¬ 
ed  their  comrades  in  the  barracks, 
who  Tallied  out,  and  drove  the  Por- 
tuguefe  into  the  queen’s  ftables, 
where  they  fuppofed  the  foldiers 
would  not  dare  to  follow  them, 
and  from  the  windows  of  which 
place  they  continued  the  pelting, 
and  wounded  an  officer  and  a  pri¬ 
vate.  This  enraged  the  dragoons  fo 
much,  that  they  drew  their  fwords, 
ftormed  the  ftables,  broke  down 
the  doors,  and  laid  about  them  with¬ 
out  mercy.  Our  people,  to  fave 
thernfelves,  jumped  out  of  the  win¬ 
dows,  and  feveral  of  them  are  much 
cut  and  bruized.  The  Englifh  took 
eight  prifoners  to  the  guard -houfe, 
from  whence  they  have  been  re¬ 
moved  to  another  prifen.  They 
will  be  feverely  puniflied  ;  and  if 
they  efcape  hanging,  may  think 
thernfelves  lucky,  as  a  riot  is  confi- 
dered  here  as  a  greater  crime  than 
murder.  In  the  heat  of  the  battle, 
the  Pri-ncefs  Dowager  of  Brazil  hap¬ 
pened  to  pafs  by  in  her  carriage, 
the  windows  of  which  were  broke 
by  the  ftones  thrown  from  the  fta¬ 
bles  :  her  efeudiero  (efquire)  a  man 
of  great  confequence,  a  fidalge  (a 
noble)  a  character  confidered  in  this 
country  as  iacred,  being  above  the 
reach  of  the  laws,  began  to  divert 
himfclf  by  horfewhipping  the  fbl- 
diers :  they  immediately  pulled  him 
from  his  horfe,  treated  him  with  half 

a  dozen. 
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dozen  found  Englifli  kicks,  and 
carried  him  prifoner  to  the  guard- 
houfe.  The  dragoons  are  obliged 
to  be  cautions  ;  and  do  not  go  out 
iingly  or  without  arms,  as  they  run 
a  riik  of  being  affallinatcd.  Inquiry 
is  making  by  our  court  to  difcover 
the  ringleaders;  and  every  body  ac¬ 
quits  the  Englifli  from  the  fmalieft 
degree  of  blame.” 

Died  at  Botany  Bay,  March  16, 
1796,  where  he  had  in  fome  degree 
rendered  his  fituation  comfortable, 
and  habituated  himfelf  to  the  exile 
into  which  he  had  been  fo  cruelly 
fent  by  his  inhuman  perfecutors, 
Jofeph  Gerald.  He  lived  in  a  fmall 
houfe,  with  a  garden  attached  to  it, 
at  a  diftance  from  the  town  of  Syd¬ 
ney,  to  which  he  retired  with  a  fix¬ 
ed  and  deep  decline,  which  brought 
him  to  his  grave  in  lefs  than  two 
months.  He  received  the  moft  li¬ 
beral  attention  from  governor  Hun¬ 
ter  ;  and  his  body,  at  his  own  de¬ 
fire,  expreffed  two  days  before  his 
death,  was  buried  in  his  own  gar¬ 
den.  Three  days  after  Mr.  Ge¬ 
rald  (viz.  on  the  19*tn  of  March, 
1796)  Mr.  Skirving  died  of  a  dy- 
fentery.  He  had  bought  a  fmall 
farm  already  cleared,  and  fet  him¬ 
felf  to  the  improvement  of  it  with 
indefatigable  induflry.  In  getting 
in  his  harveft  he  caught  this  com¬ 
plaint,  which  is  very  common,  and 
fell  a  victim  to  it. 

5  th.  At  Afton,  in  Yorkfhire,  of  a 
mortification,  occafioned  by  breaks 
ing  his  fhin  in  ftepping  out  of  his 
carriage  two  days  before,  the  Rev. 
William  Mafon,  precentor  and  one 
of  the  refidentiaries  of  York  cathe¬ 
dral,  prebendary  at  Drimeld,  and 
reCtor  of  Afron  ;  author  of  “  Elfri- 
da,”  “  CaraCtacus,”  “  The  Englifli 
Garden,”  u  Tranflation  of  Fref- 
*ioy’s  Art  of  Painting,”  and  fcveral 


other  celebrated  poems,  “  The  Life 
of  Gray,”  & c.  He  was  the  foil  of 
a  clergyman  who  had  the  living  of 
Hull;  but  it  is  not  eafy  to  fix  the 
precife  time  of  his  birth.  He  was 
admitted  of  St.  John’s  College, 
Cambridge,  where  he  proceeded 
B.  A.  1745 ;  and  whence  he  remov¬ 
ed  to  Pembroke-hall,  of  which  fo- 
cietv  he  was  eleCted  a  fellow  1747, 
and  took  the  degree  of  M.  A.  1749. 
In  1754  he  entered  into  holy  or¬ 
ders,  and  was  patronized  by  the 
then  Earl  of  Holdernefle,  wdio  ob¬ 
tained  for  him  the  appointment  of 
chaplain  to  his  Majesty,  and  gave 
him  the  valuable  reCtory  of  Afton. 
Mr.  Mafon  was  an  acknowledged 
fcholar,  and  poffefTed  high  claims 
to  a  confiderable  degree  of  poetical 
reputation.  All  that  could  be  ga¬ 
thered  from  the  Greek  and  Roman 
ftores,  certainly  contributed  to  em- 
bellifli  his  mind;  but  it  may  be 
reafonably  queftioned  whether  it 
was  enriched  by  any  great  ftiare  of 
original  genius ;  though  it  mult  be 
admitted  that  his  “  CaraCtacus” 
and  “  Elfrida”  abound  in  paftages 
marked  by  energy  and  fpirit.  The 
memorable  u  Heroic  Epiftle  to  Sir 
William  Chambers”  has  been  often 
attributed  to  this  gentleman ;  and 
if  he  wTere  the  author  of  it,  he  cer  ' 
tainly  poffeffed  no  fmall  portion  of 
fatirical  humour,  as  well  as  poeti¬ 
cal  ftrength :  but  the  work  is  fo 
different  from  the  general  charac¬ 
ter  of  his  productions,  that  it  is 
hardly  to  be  confidered  as  the  off- 
fpring  of  his  mind.  It  is  certain 
that  he  never  acknowledged  it. 
In  private  life  his  character,  though 
with  fomething  in  his  manners  be¬ 
yond  the  mere  dignity  of  confcious 
talents  and  literature,  was  diftin- 
guifheH  by  philanthropy  and  fervid 
friendfhip.  For  the  latter  quality 

we 
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we  have  only  to  obferve  his  con- 
hoot  in  relation  to  Gray,  whole 
genius  he  eftimated  with  a  zeal  of 
enthufiafin  (to  borrow  an  exprefiion 
of  old  Theobald)  u  amounting  to 
idolatry.5’  Upon  the  whole,  he  is 
to  be  viewed  as  a  man  who  may  be 
ranked  with  the  fnpporters  of  Bri- 
ii-fh.  literature  and  morals.  ■—  The 
appointment  of  the  four  canons- 
refidentiaries  of  York  cathedral  is 
in  the  gift  of  the  Dean,  who  is 
obliged,  by  fratute,  to  give  the  va¬ 
ran!  canonry  to  the  ftrft  man  he 
fees  after  the  vacancy,  capable  of 
taking  it.  Mr.  Markham  was  his 
fir  ft  fight  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Ma- 
fom  He  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  William  Shermon,  of  Kingston 
upon  Hull,  Efq.  who  died,  March 
24th,  1767,  in  her  28th  year,  at 
Briftol ;  in  the  north  aile  of  which 
cathedral  he  erected  to  her  memo¬ 
ry  a  neat  monument  of  white  mar¬ 
ble,  with  the  well-known  lines. 

At  Laufanne,  in  Switzerland, 
S.  A.  D.  TifTot,  M.  D.  who,  for 
near  half  a  century,  enjoyed  a  very 
extenfive  reputation  as  a  phyfician 
and  medical  writer.  He  was  one 
of  the  earlieft,  ableft,  and  mo  ft  zea¬ 
lous  vindicators  of  the  practice  of 
inoculation  on  the  continent  of 
Europe.  His  trcatife  on  this  fub- 
jecct,  u  U Inoculation  jujiifite was 
publifhed  in  1754;  but  the  works 
which  rendered  him  the  moil  po¬ 
pular  were,  his  u  .Avis  au  Fcujile 
and  his  treatifes  on  the  health  of 
literary  men,  and  of  people  of 
fafhion. 


M  A  Y. 

•42.  The  Recorder  paffed  fentence 
of  death  on  Elizabeth  O’Connor,  for 
privately  dealing  in  a  drop ;  James 


Andrews,  for  returning  from  tranT 
poriation ;  William  Noah,  James 
Barrow,  Henry  Butler,  John  Tull, 
William  W ard,  and  William  Smith, 
for  houfe-breaking ;  Samuel  Chef- 
ter  and  Thomas  Perry,  for  a  high¬ 
way  robbery ;  Jarvis,  for  privately 
Healing  a  quantity  of  wine ;  and 
Thomas  Bennet,  for  forgery. — The 
feffions  was  then  adjourned  to  the 
3 1  ft  of  May. 

5th.  A  melancholy  accident  hap¬ 
pened  this  evening  at  Plymouth. 
Two  young  ladies,  daughters  of 
Mr.  Shephard,  furgeon,  of  the  dock¬ 
yard,  and  another  lady  of  the  name 
of  Gregg,  were  playing  on  one  of 
the  iliip’s  yards,  which  was  at  the 
maft-houfe  to  be  repaired;  when 
it  gave  way  on  a  hidden,  and  the 
ladies  not  being  able  to  extricate 
themfelves,  rolled  over  them,  which 
occafioned  the  immediate  death  of 
the  two  first,  who  were.moft  fhock- 
inglv  mangled  ;  and  the  other  had 
her  leg  broken.  The  eldeft  of  the 
two  lifters  was  about  the  age  of  fif¬ 
teen;  and  the  other  only  in  her 
twelfth  year. 

7  th.  The  mutiny  was  renewed  at 
Spithead.  The  Channel  fleet  re- 
fufed  to  put  to  fea,  under  the  pre¬ 
text  that  government  did  not  mean 
to  fulfil  the  promifes  held  out  by 
them  to  the  failors ;  the  delegates 
re-afiembled,  and  fent  a  deputation 
to  the  London,  Admiral  Colpoys’ 
fhip,  at  Portfmoulh,  whom  the  Ad¬ 
miral  refufed  to  admit  on  board, 
and  enforced  his  authority  by  or¬ 
dering  the  marines  to  fire  into  the 
boat.  This  conduit  was  relented 
by  the  crew  of  the  London,  who 
immediately  depofed  the  Admiral, 
ftruck  his  flag,  and  hoifted  the  eii- 
fign  of  defiance. 

This  evening,  between  eight  and 
nine  o’clock,  Mr.  Fryer,  of  South¬ 
ampton 
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ampton-buildings,  Holborn,  clerk 
to  an  attorney,  accompanied  by  a 
young  lady,  his  coufin,  and  of  his 
own  name,  to  whom  he  was  foon 
to  be  married,  was  attacked  in  the 
fields,  near  White-Conduit  Houfe, 
by  three  footpads,  who  fhot  him 
through  the  head,  and  robbed  him 
of  his  watch  and  money.  The 
Bow-flreet  patrol,  who  were  with¬ 
in  a  fliort  difiance  at  the  time,  on 
hearing  the  report  of  the  pifiol, 
made  to  the  foot,  where  they  found 
Mr.  Fryer  weltering  in  his  blood,  and 
who  in  a  few  moments  after  expired. 
A  hick  with  a  fword  in  it,  and  with 
which  it  is  thought  he  made  fome 
reliftance,  was  lying  by  him. 

The  following  is  the  anfwer  re¬ 
turned  by  the  Lord  Mayor  to  the 
requifition  made  to  him  to  call  a 
common  hall  :  — 

“  Gentlemen, 

44  Having  duly  confidered  the  re¬ 
quifition  figned  by  a  number  of  the 
livery'  of  London,  dated  on  the 
29  th  ult.  and  delivered  to  me  by 
you  on  the  3d  inftant,  wherein 
they  request  of  me  44  to  call  a  com¬ 
mon  hall  on  an  early  day,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  report  of  the 
Sheriffs,  communicated  to  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery,  in 
common  hall  aflembled,  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  the  1 2th  of  April  —  the 
grievances  brought  on  you  by  a 
corrupt  fyftem  of  undue  influence, 
and  the  incapacity  of  his  Majefly's 
miniflers  —  to  fubrnit  feveral  refo- 
lutions  expreflive  of  the  fentiments 
contained  in  the  petition  of  the 
livery  (refolved  almofl  unanimouf- 
ly)  to  be  prefented  to  the  King  on 
the  throne  ;  and  of  a  motion  that 
your  representatives  in  parliament 
be  inftrudted  to  move  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  or  Support  Such  mo¬ 
tion,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be 


prefented  to  his  Majefty,  praying 
him  to  difmifs  from  his  prefence 
and  councils  his  prefent  weak  and 
wicked  miniflers,  as  the  mofl  likely 
means  of  obtaining  a  fpeedy  and 
permanent  peace;”  I  requefl  of 
you,  Gentlemen,  to  inform  thofe 
who  figned  the  requifition,  that  I 
will  immediately  diredt  the  ufual 
precepts  to  be  ifliied  for  convening 
a  common  hall  of  the  liverymen 
of  this  city,  on  Thurfday  next,  the 
11th  inflant,  for  the  following  pur- 
pofes  to  take  into  confideration 

i 

the  report  of  the  fheriffs,  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aider- 
men,  and  Livery,  in  common  hall 
aflembled,  on  W ednefday,  the  12th 
of  April  — >  To  confider  of  feveral 
refolutions,  expreflive  of  the  fenti¬ 
ments  contained  in  the  petition  of 
the  livery  (refolved  almofl  unani- 
moufly)  to  be  prefented  to  the 
King  on  the  throne ;  and  to  con¬ 
fider  a  motion,  4  That  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  this  city  in  parliament 
be  inflructed  to  move  or  Support 
fuch  motion,  that  an  humble  addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  pray¬ 
ing  him  to  difmifs  from  his  prefence 
and  councils  his  prefent  weak  and 
wicked  miniflers,  as  the  moil  like¬ 
ly  means  of  obtaining  a  fpeedy  and 
permanent  peace.’ 

44  Brook  Watson,  Mayor. 

44  To  Me//'.  71  Reeve ,  John 

Elfee ,  S.  Miller .” 

1 1  th.  Another  common  hall  was 
held  at  Guildhall  on  the  fubject 
previously  noticed,  when  feveral 
Strong  refolutions  were  entered  in- 
to,  declaratory  of  the  rights  of  the 
livery  ;  after  ting,  44  that  his  Majef¬ 
ty  's  miniflers  have  wantonly  plung¬ 
ed  this  nation  into  an  unjuft  and 
imneceflary  war,  which  has  pro¬ 
duced  a  feries  of  calamities  un¬ 
exampled  in  hiflory ;  an  enormous 

increafe 
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increafe  of  public  debt ;  an  alarm¬ 
ing  diminution  of  our  trade  and 
manufactures ;  an  abridgment  of 
our  rights  and  privileges  ;  a  fname- 
ful  profufion  of  our  national  wealth, 
bv  fubfidizing  allies  abroad,  and 
iupporting  a  fyftem  of  corruption 
at  home,  to  the  deftmction  of  pub¬ 
lic  credit — thus  evincing  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  facrifice  the  blood,  treafure, 
and  liberties  of  the  kingdom,  in 
fupport  of  meafures  repugnant  to 
the  principles  of  the  conftitution, 
derogatory  to  the  dignity  and  fafety 
of  the  King,  and  inconfiltent  with 
the  happinefs  of  the  people  di¬ 
recting  their  reprefentatives  in  par¬ 
liament  to  move  for  an  addrels  to 
the  King,  u  to  aifmiis  his  prefent 
minifters,  as  the  molt  likely  means 
of  obtaining  a  fpeedy  and  perma¬ 
nent  peace  and  concluding  with 
a  cenfure  on  the  Lord  Mayor,  who, 
by  diffolving  the  laid  common 
hall  on  a  frivolous  and  unfounded 
pretence  of  the  irrelevance  of  the 
refolution  which  was  moved  to  the 
occafion  on  which  the  hall  was  af- 
fembled,  by  refuting  to  convene 
another  common  hall,  for  all  the 
purpofes  fpecified  on  a  like  frivo¬ 
lous  and  unfounded  pretence  of 
the  livery  of  London,  not  being  a 
deliberative  body;  and,  by  con¬ 
vening  the  prefent  common  hall 
for  purpofes  fhort  of  thofe  which 
are  fpecified  in  the  rcquifition,  has 
violated  the  rights  of  the  livery, 
has  fuffered  his  politicalattachments 
to  warp  his  official  conduct,  and 
proved  himfelf  to  be  utterly  unde- 
ferving  of  the  confidence  of  his 
conftituents.” 

Thefe  refolutions,  having  been 
carried  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
perfons  prefent,  were  ordered  to 
be  publifhed  once  in  all  the  news¬ 
papers  in  Great  Britain. 


13th.  Tuefday  laft,  his  Moft  Se¬ 
rene  Highnefsthe  Hereditary  Prince 
of  Wirtemberg  came  to  the  apart¬ 
ments  prepared  for  the  reception 
of  his  Moft  Serene  Highnefs  at  St. 
James’s. 

14th.  A  dreadful  fire  broke  out 
yefterdav  morning,  at  three  o’clock, 
at  a  tobacconift’s  fhop  in  the  High- 
ffreet,  in  the  Borough,  oppofite  the 
Marfhalfea  prifon,  which  raged  with 
great  fury  for  fome  hours,  and  was 
at  length,  by  the  exertions  of  the 
firemen,  got  under  with  the  lofs  of 
the  Black  Bull  public -houfe,  a  pork- 
fliop,  a  paftry-cook’s  fhop,  and  a 
mercer’s ;  befides  doing  confider- 
able  mifehief  to  two  rows  of  houfes, 
one  in  Maypole -alley,  the  other  in 
Redcrofs-alley,  both  immediately 
adjacent.  Verily  happily  no  lives 
were  loft. 

A  fquadron  under  the  command 
of  Rear  Admiral  Curtis,  arrived  at 
Sp  Helen’s,  from  Torbay,  and  the 
crews  of  feveral  of  the  fliips  imme¬ 
diately  declared  themfelves  in  a 
ftate  of  mutiny,  and  fent  feveral  of 
their  officers  on  fliore ;  but  on  being- 
informed  by  the  delegates  of  the 
Channel  fleet  that  Government 
had  complied  with  their  demands, 
they  returned  to  their  duty  tho¬ 
roughly  fatisfied. 

By  the  report  of  the  Secret  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Infix'  Houfe  of  Lords, 
it  appears  that  the  firft  proferibed 
lift  made  out  by  the  confpirators, 
contained  the  names  of  30,000  per¬ 
fons,  molt  of  whom  were  to  be  put 
to  death  ;  and  that  a  traitorous  cor- 
refpondence  has  been  carried  on 
between  the  leaders  of  the  United 
Irifhmen  and  the  French  govern¬ 
ment. 

The  following  article  appears 
among  the  papers  lately  feized  at 
Belfaft :  — 


Retorts 
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Reports  from  the  Baronial 
Committee. 

Men?  Money. 

Antrim,  22,922  L.  78  6  8 

Down,  -  16,000  40  11 

Derry,  -  10,000  8  5  9 

Tyrone,  -  6,860  - 

Armagh,  4,000  -  7  8  5 

Monaghan,  3,020  - - • 

Donegal,  5,000  9  9  7 

Cavan,  -  1,000  — - — 

Meath,  -  1,776  - . — - — — 

Fermanagh,  2,000  - — - - 

Louth,  -  2,060  - — 

Total  Men,  74,638  L.  144  2  1| 

Paid  to  Antrim 

Prisoners,  -  L.  78  6  8 

Down  ditto,  -  -  117  6 

Fermanagh  ditto,  -  7  19  3 

A  Delegate  of  Tyrone,  2  5  6 


L.  99  18  11 


Balance,  L.  44  3  2| 

18th.  Yefterday  afternoon  the 
ceremony  of  the  nuptials  of  Frede¬ 
ric  William,  Hereditary  Prince  of 
Wirtemberg  Stutgardt,  with  Char- 
lotra  Augufta  Matilda,  Princefs 
Royal  of  Great  Britain,  Lady  of 
the  Imperial  Order  of  St.  Cathe¬ 
rine,  was  performed  in  the  Chapel 
Royal,  St.  James’s. 

About  one  o’clock  the  proceffion 
commenced.  It  was  led  by  drums, 
trumpets,  kettle-drums,  the  ferjeant 
trumpeter,  and  mailer  of  the  cere¬ 
monies. 

At  haif-paffi  one,  his  Serene  High¬ 
nefs  the  bridegroom  (dreffied  in  a 
peach-coloured  fuit,  richly  embroi¬ 
dered)  entered  the  chapel,  conduct¬ 
ed  by  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and 
Vice -Chamberlain,  Supported  by 
the  Duke  of  Beaufort  and  Duke  of 
Leeds,  and  attended  by  Count  Zep¬ 


pelin,  Baron  Rieger,  Lord  Malmef- 

burv,  and  Colonel  Fane— the  or- 

¥  ' 

gan  plaving  Handel’s  Overture  in 
Either. 

On  his  Serene  Highnefs  taking 
his  feat,  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  &c. 
returned  for  the  Bride’s  proceffion. 

Her  Royal  Highnefs  (Superbly 
dreffied  in  white  and  Silver,  Scarlet 
mantle,  crimfon  velvet  coronet, 
with  a  broad  band,  and  a  large 
plume  of  diamonds,  decorated  with 
the  order  of  Saint  Catherine)  was 
Supported  by  the  Duke  of  Clarence, 
in  a  dark  brown  Suit,  richly  em¬ 
broidered,  and  Prince  Erneft,  in 
the  Hanoverian  uniform  ;  her  train 
borne  Lv  the  bride -maids,  Lady 
Frances  Somerfet,  daughter  of  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort  ;  Lady  Mary 
Bentinck,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of 
Portland ;  Lady  Caroline  Darner, 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Dorehefter; 
and  Lady  Mary  Howe,  daughter  of 
Earl  El  owe,  dreffied  in  white.  Ladies 
Cathcart,  C.  Waldegrave,  C.  Finch, 
and  F.  Bruce,  were  the  attendants. 
During  the  entrance  of  her  Royal 
Highnefs’s  proceffion,  Handel’s 
Overture  was  played  in  like  manner 
as  when  that  of  the  Prince  entered 
the  chapel. 

The  next  proceffion  was  that  of 
the  King. —  His  Majefly,  dreffied  in 
a  dark  brown  fuit,  richly  embroi¬ 
dered,  was  attended  by  the  Lords 
and  other  officers  of  his  houfehold, 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Prefident  of 
the  Council,  Lord  Chancellor,  Duke 
of  Portland,  Archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  Archbifhop  of  York,  and  the 
Duke  of  N  orfolk,  Earl  Marfhal  of 
England. 

The  Queen  then  entered,  attend¬ 
ed  by  the  officers  of  her  houfehold. 
Her  Majefly  was  drefied  in  white, 
with  a  profufion  of  diamonds. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  was  next 
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in  the  procefiion,  attended  by  the 
officers  of  his  eftabinhment.  The 
drefs  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  a 
iky -blue,  richly  embroidered  down 
the  feams,  and  decorated  with  a 
diamond  fiar  and  epaulette. 

The  Princefs  of  Wales,  in  a  fil- 
ver  tiffue  train,  with  purple,  lilac, 

-  and  green  trimmings,  followed  her 
royal  hufband,  conduced  by  the 
Earl  of  Cholmondeley. 

The  Duke  of  York,  in  a  full  drefs 
fuit  of  regimentals,  and  his  royal 
Duchefs  in  an  elegant  drefs,  the 
body  and  train  of  lilac  fiver  tiffue, 
and"  the  petticoat  magnificently 
embroidered,  next  appeared,  and 
were  followed  by  the  Princefies, 
in  white,  according  to  their  tem¬ 
erity. 

The  Duke  of  Gloucefier,  and 
Prince  William,  were  in  full  uni¬ 
forms,  and  the  Princefs  Sophia 
difplayed  a  neat  and  elegant  drefs. 

The  maids  of  honour,  the  Peer- 
efies  of  the  royal  houfeholds,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  four  Yeomen  of  the 
Guard,  clofed  the  procefiion. 

Upon  entering  the  chapel,  all  the 
perfons  that  were  in  the  pro¬ 
cefiion  retired  to  the  feveral  places 
appointed  for  them.  The  King 
and  Queen  were  feated  in  chairs 
of  fate  on  the  right  and  left  of 
the  altar.  The  Prince  of  Wales 
fat  next  to  his  Majefiy  ;  the  Prin¬ 
cefs  of  Wales  was  on  the  left  of 
the  Queen  ;  and  the  Princefies  oc¬ 
cupied  feats  arranged  on  each  fide 
for  their  accommodation. 

The  royal  family  having  taken 
their  feats,  the  marriage-ceremony 
commenced.  It  was  performed 
by  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
afiified  by  the  Archbifhop  of  York; 
at  the  conclufion  of  which  the  bride 
and  bridegroom  retired  to  their 
feats,  when  the  anthem  was  per- 
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formed.  The  procefiion  the  U 
turned  to  the  drawing-room  a 
the  fame  order  in  which  it  entered 
the  chapel,  the  band  playing  the 
march  in  Scipio. 

The  Prince  received  the  hand 
of  his  amiable  Princefs  from  1  i 
Majefiy.  Her  Royal  Highnefs  was 
perfectly  colleUed  and  unembar- 
rafied  during  the  performance  of 
the  ceremony,  while  the  Princefies, 
her  fitters,  fhed  tears  of  fenfibility 
and  affeftion  on  the  occafion. 
Their  Majefiies  alfo  difeovered  an 
excefs  of  parental  feelings.  The 
whole  of  the  ceremony  exhibited 
a  feene  highly  awful  and  impref- 
five. 

The  heat,  owing  to  the  immenfe 
crowd,  was  fo  intenfe,  that  fevers* 
ladies  were  overcome  by  it ;  and  * 
was  with  much  difficulty  th?  *  -■  I 
of '  the  bride-maids  was  pre, 
from  fainting- away. 

The  Stadtholder,  the  Princefs  c„ 
Orange,  and  their  attendants,  \y  sr 
accommodated  in  the  centre  os  Ik 
King’s  gallery,  facing  the  altar  ;■ r' 
other  parts  of  which  were  occupied 
by  the  Duchefs  of  Leeds,  Duchefs; 
of  Rutland,  and  her  two  daughters, 
Lady  Buckingham,  Lady  Stopford,, 
and  feveral  other  females  of  dif- 
tintfion. 

The  orcheftra  was  much  better1 
contrived  on  this  occafion  than  on 
that  of  the  marriage  with  the  Prince: 
of  Wales,  the  organ  being  placed 
direddy  over  the  altar. 

After  the  folemnization  of  the:- 
marriage,  the  queen  held  a  drawing¬ 
room,  which  was  attended  by  th'er 
whole  of  the  royal  family,  the  fo¬ 
reign  minifters,  great  officers  ofl 
ftate,  and  a  numerous  and  brilliant! 
aflemblage  of  the  nobility  of  both: 
fexes,  who  paid  their  refpedts  to: 
their  Serene  Highnefies  the  Prince: 
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h  '  -  Princefs  of  Wirt  ember  g,  on 
r*m€’  ©ccafion  of  their  union.  The 

I  court  clofed  at  half  pail  five,  when 
their  Majefties  and  the  Princeffes 
Augufta  and  Elizabeth  in  one  car- 

Iriave,  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of 
Wirtcmberg  in  a  travelling  poft- 
mhaife,  and  the  other  princeffes  in 
a  third,  all  left  town,  with  their  at¬ 
tendants,  for  Windfor  Lodge  to 
dinner. 

The  coronation  of  the  emperor 
Taul  I.  was  performed  at  Mofcow 
oil  the  16th  ultimo.  His  imperial 
thajefty  was  to  leave  that  city  on 
the  14th  inftant  to  make  a  journey 
to  Aftracan.  The  emprefs  will  re¬ 
turn  to  Peterfburg,  where  the  em¬ 
peror  willjaPfo  return  on  the  day  of 
St.  Peter  and  Paul.  After  the  cc- 

It  v-e mo n v  was  completed,  his  Majefty 
-4  his  own  hand  threw  money 
-otsg  the  people.  45,000  pieces 
of  Elver  money,  each  of  the  value 
Sf  twenty-five  copecs,  were  coined 
“■  this  occafion. 

j  The  following  are  the  rentals  of 
~  ifheffates  belonging  to  noblemen 
who  generally  refide  in  England, 
viz. 

per  am. 

Marquis  Donegal  -  L.  48,000 
Marquis  Downfhire  24,000 
Marquis  Elertford  -  15,000 

Marquis  Lanfdowne  13,500 
Duke  of  Devonihire  11,000 
Earl  Fitzwilliam  -  9,000 

Earl  of  Barrymore  -  7,500 

Vifcount  Montmorres  5,000 
Vifcount  Downe  -  7,000 

Dublin ,  23.  The  following  no¬ 
il  tice,  in  large  hills,  is  pofted  up  in 
j  the  ffreels  of  Dublin  :  — 

u  Adjutant  -  General’s  Office, 
I  20th  May,  1797. 

44  General  Orders.  — -In  obedi- 
44  ence  to  an  order  from  the  Lord 
44  Lieutenant  and  council,  it  is 


44  the  Commander  in  Chief’s  com- 
44  mand,  that  the  military  do  adf, 
44  without  waiting  for  directions 
44  from  the  civil  magiftrate,  in  dif- 
44  periing  any  tumultuous  affem- 
44  biles,  or  perfons  threatening  the 
44  peace  of  the  realm,  and  the  fafe- 
44  ty  of  the  lives  and  properties  of 
44  his  Majefty’s  loyal  fubjeCts  what- 
44  foever.” 

With  fuch  method  is  the  mutiny 
carried  on  at  Sheernefs,  that  there 
is  in  every  thip  a  committee,  con¬ 
fining  of  twelve  men,  who  deter- 
mine  not  only  all  affairs  relative  to 
the  internal  management  of  the  vef- 
fel,  but  decide  on  the  merits  of  their 
refpeCtive  delegates;  againff  whom, 
if  any  charge  can  be  llibffantiated, 
they  iniliCt  a  fevere  punifhmerit. 
Thefe-  delegates  go  regularly  every 
clay  to  Sheernefs,  where  they  hold 
-their  conferences.  They  then  pa¬ 
rade  the  ffreets  and  ramparts  of  the 
garrifon,  with  a  degree  of  triumph¬ 
ant  infolence,  and  hold  up  the 
bloody  flag  of  defiance  as  a  mark 
of  fcom  to  the  military.  At  the 
head  of  thefe  men  marches  that  per- 
fon  who  is  confidered  the  admi¬ 
ral  of  their  fleet.  No -officer  has 
any  command  or  authority  what¬ 
ever. 

A  Board  of  Admiralty  went  to  Spit- 
head,  to  inveftigate  the  nature  of 
the  demands  of  the  mutinous  feamen 
belonging  to  the  Channel-fleet. 

27.  The  mutineers  of  Sheernefs 
proceeding  to  very  alarming  aCts  of 
violence,  blocked  up  the  entrance 
of  the  Thames,  hoi  fled  enfigns  of 
defiance,  and  compelled  all  the 
fliips  of  war,  in  the  Medway,  and  at 
the  Nore,  to  join  the  flag  of  re¬ 
volt. 

29.  Lord  Spencdr  offered  a  ge¬ 
neral  pardon  to  the  mutineers- at 
Sheernefs,  provided  they  returned 

immedl- 
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Immediately  to  their  duty  ;  which 
offer  was  rejefted. 

SI.  Several  fhips  belonging  to 
Admiral  Duncan’s  fleet,  joined  the 
mutineers  at  the  Nore. 

The  Duke  of  Wirtemberg  has  a 
library  at  Stutgard,  of  100,000  vo¬ 
lumes.  His  Serene  Highnefs  is  a 
great  collector  of  ancient  books, 
or,  as  a  French  writer  terms  it, 
tx  la  grand  fur eur  des  livres  anciens. 
He  has  often  travelled  in  purfuit 
of  them,  and  gives  liberal  prices. 
His  collection  of  Bibles  is  unique ; 
they  amount  to  nine  thoufand,  all 
different  editions,  and  of  all  lan¬ 
guages  ;  and  it  is  fuppofed  that 
ftill  three  thoufand  more  are 
yet  wanting  to  render  it  complete. 
This  library  contains  more  than 
two  thoufand  volumes  printed  be¬ 
fore  the  year  1500,  and  a  complete 
collection  of  the  memoirs  of  all  fo- 
vereign  families  and  towns. 


30.  The  gallant  General  Kof- 
ciufko  arrived  at  the  river  Thames 
on  board  a  Swedifh  vefiel,  attend¬ 
ed  bv  manv  Polifh  officers,  who 
are  going  with  him  to  America. 
He  is  incurably  wounded  in  the 
head,  has  three  bayonet-wounds  in 
his  back,  and  part  of  his  thigh  car¬ 
ried  away  by  a  cannon-fhot ;  and, 
with  the  excruciating  torments 
thofe  wounds  occafion,  as  he  can¬ 
not  move  himfelf,  he  amules  his 
hours  with  drawing  landfcapes. 
Fie  fpeaks  with  the  molt  lively  gra¬ 
titude  of  the  prefent  Emperor  of 
Ruffia;  but  he  makes  great  com¬ 
plaint  that  his  wounds  were  long 
negleCted  after  he  was  made  pri- 
foner. 

21.  Died  at  his  houfe  in  Ser- 
ieant’s  Inn,  in  his  eighty-fifth  year, 
Thomas  Coventry,  Efq.  of  North 
Cray-place,  near  Bexley,  in  Kent 


(which  eftate,  of  the  annual  value 
of  1 4001.  he  had  on  the  death  of 
the  Rev.  William  Hetherington) 
one  of  the  benchers  of  the  inner 
Temple,  and  formerly,  for  many 
years,  fub-governor  of  the  South 
Sea  Company.  His  eitates,  which 
are  confiderable,  defcend  to  his 
kinfman,  the  Earl  of  Coventry. 
He  was  fon  of  Thomas  Coventry, 
Efq.  a  Ruffia  merchant,  and  young¬ 
er  brother  to  William  fifth  Earl  of 
Coventry,  father  of  the  prefent 
Lord  ;  who,  consequently,  was  his 
firft  coufin,  and  to  whom  and  his 
family  he  has  bequeathed  a  confi¬ 
derable  proportion  of  his  property. 
The  following  is  the  fubffance  of 
his  will  :  To  his  g$?at  nephew 
50,0001.  three  percent,  itock,  when 
he  is  twenty-four  years  old,  and, 
if  he  dies  under  age,  to  be  divided 
between  the  blind  objeCts  of  Mr. 
Hetherington’s  charity  and  Chrift’s 
Hofpital ;  to  Lord  Deerhuril  and 
his  feven  children  10,0001.  each  ; 
to  Lord  Coventry  10,0001;  to  his 
eldeft  fon  by  his  prefent  lady 
10,0001.  and  his  youngeft  fon  by 
her,  refiduary-  legatee ;  to  Mrs. 
Evans,  of  Queen-fquare,  5001 ;  to 
her  brother,  Dr.  Evans,  prebendary 
of  Worcefter,  5001;  to  three  la¬ 
dies  in  Worcellerfhire,  5001.  each,  - 

Mr.  Coventry’s  remains  were  in- 
* 

terred  in  the  bencher’s  vault  at  the 
Temple  church.  He  was  a  very 
amiable  and  beneficent  character. 
When  his  friend,  Mr.  Hethering¬ 
ton,  above  mentioned,  at  his  death 
left  hifn  his  fortune,  he  faid, 
u  Why  has  he  done  this  ?  I  did  not 
want  it;”  and  he  infiantly  gave  the 
legacies  and  benefactions  to  the 
purpofes  of  the  tefiator,  all  hough 
he  might  have  retained  them  for 
his  life. 


2.  This 
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2.  This  morning;  their  Serene 
Hip'hneffes  let  out  from  St,  Tames’s 

O  ^  #  J 

for  Harwich,  on  their  way  to  Ger¬ 
many,  efcorted  by  a  party  of  light 
dragoons.  The  Prince  and  Prim 
cefs  were  in  the  King’s  travelling; 
poft-chaiie  ;  General  Garth  and  the 
Countefs  of  Aylefbury,  in  one  of 
the  Queen’s  coaches,  and  the  atten¬ 
dants  in  one  of  the  private  car¬ 
riages.  Their  Serene  Highneiles 
breakfafted  at  St.  James’s,  and  fet 
off  from  the  Garden-gate.  The 
Princefs  was  drefled  in  a  blue  rid¬ 
ing  habit,  with 'the  fear  of  the  Ruf- 
flan  Order  of  St.  Catherine  at  her 
breaft,  and  wore  a  ftraw  bonnet. 
She  endeavoured  to  appear  cheer¬ 
ful  ;  but  the  faultering  accents  with 
which  fhe  bade  her  attendants  and 
the  furrounding'  multitude  farewell, 
befpoke  the  agitation  of  her  Se¬ 
rene  Highnefs’s  mind.  None  of 
the  Royal  Family  were  prefent,  as 
they  had  taken  leave  the  preced¬ 
ing  night  at  twelve  o’clock.  The 
Princefs  Royal’s  bill  for  a  grant 
of  annuity  of  50001.  per  annum, 
patTed  the  Irifh  parliament. 

The  mutineer  Chef  d’Efcadre, 
R.  Parker,  who  was  a  little  fhop- 
keeper  in  Scotland,  came  into  the 
navy  about  two  years  ago,  in  the 
following  manner  :  Being  confined 

O  O 

for  debt  in  Perth  gaol,  he  took 
the  parochial  bounty  of  30l.  to 
enter  as  a  volunteer,  and  with  this 
fum  he  procured  his  deliverance. 
Being  a  bu  filing  fellow,  he  very 
foon  after  became  a  petty  officer ; 
from  which,  however,  he  was  de¬ 
graded  about  three  months  fince, 
for  mal-praCtices,  and  turned  be¬ 
fore  the  maft.  He  is  a  man  of 
afharp,  faturnine  vifage;  of  a  mid¬ 
dle  fize,  neat  figure,  and  about  35 
■  Vol.  XXXIX. 


years  of  age ;  and  has  profited  by  ' 
education  far  enough  to  become 
the  dangerous  member  of  the  cofti- 
munity  we  now  behold  him  ! 

5.  The  Recorder  paffed  fenteheb 
upon  thofe  who  had  been  convict¬ 
ed  this  feffions : — 

That  of  death  on'  John  Ham- 
fon  and  William  Mackenzie,  for 
forgery;  John  Baker,  for  return¬ 
ing  from  transportation ;  Henry., 
Ellffbn,  A.  Withers,  and  George 
Withers,  for  highway  robberies; 
W.  Bergin  and  Jofeph  Chafe,  for 
burglaries-;  H.  B.  Palmer  antf 
Maiirici  Stamford,  for  counter¬ 
feiting  Ramped  dollars  y  and  J. 
Lynfcn,  for  a  burglary  ;  E.  Jar- 
myn,  T.  Prickett,  W.  Burke,  H. 
Smith,  T.  White,  R.  Calcott,  Mary 
Bergin,  Samuel  Laws,  John  Boul¬ 
ton,  R.  Williams,  T.  C.iiirley,  and 
Elizabeth  Stirling,  to  be  tranfport- 
ed  for  feven  years.  Three  were 
fentenced  to  be  confined  one  year 
in  Newgate,  and  fix  for  fix  months, 
— Jofeph  Wheeler  and  William 
Wheeler,  his  fon,  were  tried  upon 
a  charge  of  ftealing,  or  receiving, 
knowing  it  to  be  fiolen,  a  large 
piece  of  timber. 

One-and-twenty  of  the  moft  re- 
fpectable  perfons  in  the  parifli, 
where  the  old  man  is  now  church¬ 
warden,  appeared  to  their  charac¬ 
ters,  and  fpoke  of  them  in  the 
higheft  terms.-  The  Jury  were 
out  three  hours  and  a  quarter.,  and, 
on  their  return  acquitted  the  fon, 
and  pronounced  the  father  guilty, 
who  was  immediately  fentenced  to 
fix  months  impnf  rment,  and  to 
be  fined  one  hundred  pounds. 

Yefterday  morning,  about  eight 
o’clock,  Martin  Clinch  and  James 
Maclay  were  executed  in  the  Old 
Bailey,  purfuant  to  their  fentence, 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  Sydney 
C  Fryeij 


4 


34  ANNUAL  RE 

fryer,  Efq.  in  the  parifh  of  St. 
Mary,  Iflington.  The  platform 
accidentally  dropped  before  the 
caps  were  pulled  over  the  faces 
of  the  criminals ;  in  confequence 
of  which  a  moft  blocking  fpedlacle 
prefented  itfelf  to  the  multitude 
for  feveral  minutes. 

Four  naval  officers  went  up  the 
Medway  on  Wednefday  night  in 
a  boat  to  Rocheber.  They  had 
ail  been  ducked,  which  is  a  curious 
ceremony,  on  board  the  Sandwich. 
—7  They  tie  the  unfortunate  vic¬ 
tims  feet  together,  and  their  hands 
together,  and  put  their  bed  at  their 
back,  making  it  fad  round  them, 
at  the  fame  time  adding  an  eighteen 
pounder  bar-fhot  to  bring  them 
down.  They  afterwards  make  them 
fad  to  a  tackle  fufpended  from  the 
yard-arm ;  and  holding  them  nearly 
up  to  the  block,  all  at  once  let  go, 
and  drop  them  foufe  into  the  fqa, 
where  they  remain  a  minute,  and 
then  are  again  hoided  and  let 
dowrn  alternately,  till  there  are 
fcarce  any  dgns  of  life  remaining. 
After  this  they  hoift  them  up  by 
the  heels,  for  the  purpofe  of  get¬ 
ting  the  water  out  of  their  do- 
machs,  and  ufually  put  them  into 
their  hammocks.  In  this  indance, 
however,  they  put  them  on  board 
the  boat,  and  ordered  the  mafter 
to  convey  them  fafe  on  fliore,  or 
his  life  fhould  anfwer  for  it. 

An  Extraordinary  Gazette  was 
publifhed  this  evening,  containing 
his  Majeby’s  proclamation,  for¬ 
bidding  all  intercourfe  with  the 
crews  of  the  fhips  declared  to  be 
in  a  date  of  rebellion,  either  per- 
fonally,  by  letter,  or  otherwife,  on 
pain  of  death.  —  Fortunately,  this 
drong  meafure  has  rebored  tran¬ 
quillity. 

The  Duke  of  Wirtemberg’s  por- 
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tion  of  80,0001.  which  he  received 
with  our  Princefs  Royal,  was  in- 
vebed  lad  week  in  the  3  per  cents, 
where  it  now  bands  as  dock,  value 
16i),000l.  The  trubees,  in  whofe 
hands  the  dowry  of  the  Princefs  of 
Wirtemberg  is  vebed,  are  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  Mr.  Pitt,  Sir  JohnCoxe 
Hippedey,  and  Mr.  Coutts. 

12th.  This  evening  Capt.Hearne, 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales  packet,  arriv¬ 
ed  at  the  Admiralty,  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fafe  arrival  at  Cuxha- 
ven,  on  Monday  night,  at  nine 
o’clock,  of  their  Serene  Highneffies 
the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Wirtem* 
berg,  in  good  health  and  fpirits. 

A  monument  in  Webminber- 
Abbey,  executed  at  the  cod  of  Al¬ 
bany  Wallis,  Efq.  was  this  day 
opened  to  public  view.  Garrick 
is  reprefented  at  full  length,  in  an 
animated  podtion,  throwing  abde 
a  curtain,  which  difcovers  the  me¬ 
dallion  of  the  great  Poet  whom  he 
has  illudrated  ;  while  Tragedy  and 
Comedy,  adorned  with  their  refpec- 
tive  emblems,  and  half  leated  on 
a  pededal,  feem  to  approve  the 
tribute.  The  infcription,  by  Mr. 
Pratt,  is  as  follow's  : 

To  the  Memory  of  David  Garrick , 
•who  died  in  the  Year  1779, 
at  the  Age  of  63. 

To  paint  fair  nature,  by  divine  command, 
Her  magic  pencil  in  his  glowing  hand, 

A  Shakcfpeare  role— Then,  to  expand  his 
fame 

Wide  o’er  this  breathing  world,  a  Garrick 
came. 

Though  funk  in  death  the  forms  the  Poet 
drew, 

The  aftor’s  genius  bade  them  breathe  anew. 
Though,  like  the  Bard  himfelf,  in  night 
they  lay, 

Immortal  Garrick  call'd  them  back  to  day, 
And  till  Eternity,  with  pow‘r  fublime, 
Shall  mark  the  mortal  hour  of  hoary  Time, 

Shake- 


CHRONICLE.  35 


Skakefpeare  and  Garrick  like  twin* liars 
ihall  thine, 

And  eaith  irradiate  with  a  beam  divine. 

This  monument ,  the  tribute  of  a  friend r 
was  ereffed  1797* 

14.  The  mutiny  at  the  Nore  ter¬ 
minated,  and  Parker,  the  principal 
of  the  mutineers,  and  his  co-dele¬ 
gates,  were  taken  into  cuftody, 

24th.  The  meeting  of  the  livery 
this  day  at  Guildhall  was  the  molt 
numerous  and  refpectable  ever 
affembled  on  any  occafion.  The 
election  of  fheriffs  called  up 
the  exertions  of  both  parties. 
The  popular  party  was  fortified 
by  the  appearance  of  the  Earl 
of  Lauderdale,  who  a  few  days  fince 
purchafed  his  freedom,  and  became 
a  member  of  the  needle-maker’s 
company,  in  order  to  qualify  him 
to  be  a  candidate.  Mr.  $.  F.  Wad- 
dington  joined  the  Earl;  and  their 
pretentions  were  fupported  by  a 
ffrong  party  of  friends.  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Herne  and  Mr.  Alderman 
Williams  were  fucceffively  nomin¬ 
ated.  The  lliow  of  hands  for  each 
of  them  was  fo  great,  as  to  leave 
no  poffible  room  for  doubt  upon 
the  final  little.  The  feveral  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  had  been  drank  to  for 
fneriffs  by  the  prefent  and  former 
lord  mayors,  and  who  have  not 
1  been  difcharged  by  fine  or  fervice, 

*  were  put  up  in  fucceflion,  and  paf- 
i  fed  over  with  little  notice.  James 
!  Maitland,  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  citi- 
i  zen  and  needle -maker,  was  then 
propofed,  and  a  confiderable,  but 
very  infufficient  number  of  hands 
was  held  up  in  his  favour.  The 
■  noble  Lord  then  endeavoured  to 
|  addrefs  the  meeting  ;  but  the  cry 
!  of  off !  off !  with  a  loud  chorus  of 
;  hides  and  groans,  prevented  him. 
i  His  Lordfliip’s  name  was  then  put 
|  upa  fecond  time,  but  with  no  bet- 
!  ter  fuccefs.  Mr.  Waddington  was 


then  propofed,  and  had  a  fimiiar 
fhow'  of  hands  with  Lord  Lauder¬ 
dale.  The  fheriffs  them  declared 
the  election  had  fallen  on  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Herne,  Knight,  and  Robert 
Williams,  jun.  Efq.  The  fheriffs 
eieft  exprefied  their  thanks  in  a 
fhort  fpeech.  The  Lord  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  having  returned  to 
the  huttings,  Mr.  Stoneftreet  came 
forward  to  propofe  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chief  magiftrate,  but  was  not 
able  to  obtain  a  hearing.  Mr. 
Edward  Kemble  then  prefent- 
ed  himfelf;  but  he  was  equally 
unfuccefsful.  The  Lord  Mayor 
then  addreffed  the  meeting;  affur- 
ing  them  he  was  fufficiently  gra¬ 
tified  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  a 
Ready  endeavour  to  difcharge  his 
duties ;  and  recommended  that  the 
queftion  fhould  not  be  put.  It  was 
moved  and  carried. 

The  King  has  iffued  his  warrant  to 
empower  Mr.  Boulton,  of  Soho,  to 
execute  a  confiderable  copper  coin¬ 
age  of  penny  and  twopenny 
pieces. 

The  wife  of  Richard  Parker  yef- 
terday  prefented  a  petition  to  the 
Earl  of  Morton,  to  be  delivered  to 
the  Queen,  in  favour  of  her  un¬ 
fortunate  hufband :  fhe  expreffed 
an  earneft  defire  to  the  attendants 
in  the  guard  ^  chamber  that  fhe 
might  have  an  anfvver  from  her 
Ma  jelly,  faying,  if  his  life  could 
be  fpared,  fhe  would  freely  give  a 
thoufand  guineas.  Ller  deport¬ 
ment  was  becoming  her  unhappy 
fituation.  She  was  dreffed  in  a 
black  filk  gown  and  white  petti¬ 
coat,  a  fcarf  mode-clok®,  purple 
fhawl,  a  black  chip  bonnet,  and  a 
deep  gauze  veil.  She  appeared  to 
be  about  forty  years  of  age.  An 
acquaintance,  who  came  with  her 
took  her  away  in  a  hackney  coach. 

SO.  Parker  the  mutineer,  was 
C  2  this 
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this  day  executed  on  board  the 
Sandwich,  at  Blackftakes. 

23.  diei>.  At  his  houfe  in  Dover- 
ftreet,  Piccadilly,  aged  65,  Richard 
Warren,  M.  D.  phytieian  to  his 
Majefty  and  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
He  died  of  fpafms  in  his  ftomach, 
very  unexpectedly,  at  a  moment 
when  Sir  George  Baker  and  Dr. 
Pitcairn  were  moil  fan  gum  e  in  their 
hopes  of  his  recovery,  and  when 
the  anfwers  to  enquiring  friends 
were  moil  favourable.  His  com¬ 
plaint  had  been  a  violent  eryfipelas, 
or  St.  Anthony’s  fire  in  his  head. 
The  public  in  general,  as  well  as  a 
numerous  family,  will  fuflain  an 
irreparable  lofs  in  the  death  of  this 
able  and  acute  phyfician,  who  had 
been  many  years  at  the  head  of 
the  belt  practice  in  the  metropo¬ 
lis.  <*-  He- was  the  fon  of  a  digni¬ 
fied  clergyman  at  Cambridge, 
and  brought  up  to  the  church  ; 
and  was  engaged  as  tutor  to  the 
only  fon  of  the  late  Dr.  Peter 
Shaw,  an  eminent  phyfician.  The 
young  Shaw  fhewing  no  turn  for 
inftrudtion,  or  regard  for  learning, 
his  father  taught  the  profeffion  to 
his  fon’s  preceptor,  and  gave  him 
alfo  his!  only  daughter  and  his  for¬ 
tune;  and  he  immediately  fucceeded 
to  his  bufinefs'.  He  is  laid  to  have 
received  in  the  courfe  of  one  day, 
fees  to  tfie  amount  of  ninety-nine 
guineas ;  and  to  have  died  worth 
upwards  of  150,0001;  and  that  he 
made  80001.  a-year  ever  fince  the 
Regency.  The  following,  we  un¬ 
derhand,  are  the  principal  among 
the  bequefts  of  his  will :  To  his 
widow,  during  her  life,  his  houfes 
in  Dover-ftreet  and  Hertfordfliire, 
with  all  their  fixtures  and  furniture, 
and  his  landed  eftate  of  30001.  a- 
year  ;  to  his  two  daughters  10,0001. 
each ;  to  his  eldeft  fon  10,0001. 
payable  immediately,  with  the  re- 
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verfion  of  the  houfes  and  eftate 
after  his  mother’s  death ;  and  to 
each  of  his  other  feven  fons  6000b 
affigning  as  a  reafon  for  leaving 
them  no  more,  that  he  had  given 
each  of  them  a  profefiion,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  them,  in  his  life-time,  as 
.far,  in  their  refpeftive  profeffions, 
as  he  could.  His  widow  is  his 
refiduary  legatee.  As  phyfician 
in  ordinary  to  the  King  and  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  he  is  fucceeded 
byf  Dr.  Turton,  who,  as  phyfician 
extraordinary  to  the  King,  is  fuc¬ 
ceeded  by  Dr.  Reynolds. 

20.  In  Charlotte-ftreet,  Rloomf- 
bury,GeorgeKeate,Efq. F  R.S.A.S. 
he  was  articled  as  a  clerk  to  the  late 
Mr.  Palmer,  Reward  to  the  Duke  of 
Bedford ;  whence  he  removed  to 
the  Inner  Temple,  but  never  prac- 
tifed  the  law.  He  publifhed  44  An 
Account  of  the  Government,  Hif- 
tory,  and  Laws,  of  Geneva,  1761,” 
8vo  ;  44  The  Temple  Student,  an 
Epiftle  to  a  Friend,  1765,”  4to ; 
44  Ferney,  an  Epiftle  to  M.  de  Vol¬ 
taire,”  1768,  4to;  44  The  Monu¬ 
ment  in  Arcadia,  a  dramatic  Poem, 
in  twoAdts,  1773,”4to;  44  Sketches 
from  Nature,  taken  and  coloured 
in  a  Journey  to  Margate.  Publiflied 
from  the  original  defign,  in  two 
volumes,  1773,”  in  12mo.  In  1781 
he  publifhed  his  poetical  works,  in 
two  vols.  !2mo,  with  a  dedication 
to  Dr.  Heberden,  and  an  excellent 
likenefs  of  himfelf  by  Pott  and 
Sherwin.  Perhaps  the-  44  Account 
of  the  Pelew  Iflands,”  which  he 
drew  up  and  publifhed,  1788,  in 
4to,  is  a  more  lafting  monument 
to  his  fame  than  all  the  preceding 
ones.  44  Obfervations  on  the  Ro¬ 
man  Earthen-ware  found  in  the  Sea 
on  the  Kentifh  Coaft,”  in  Archae- 
ologia,  VI.  125. 

21  ft.  At  hisfeat  at  Plaftow,  Kent, 
Peter  Ifaac  Thellufibn,  Efq.  of 

Brodfworth, 
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Brodfwqrth,  in  the  county  of  York. 
The  extraordinary  will  of  this  gen¬ 
tleman,  is  given  in  another  part  of 
the  volume. 


JULY. 

4th.  The  body  of  Parker  the  mu¬ 
tineer,  which  was  taken  out  of  the 
new  naval  burying-ground  at  Sheer- 
nefs,  was  brought  to  the  Hoop  and 
Horfe-ilioe  public  houfe,  Queen- 
dreet,  Little  Tower-hill,  on  Satur¬ 
day  evening.  So  large  a  concourfe 
of  perfons  aflembled  before  the 
houfe  next  day,  that  a  party  of  con- 
dables  were  Rationed  there,  in  or¬ 
der  to  keep  the  mob  from  breaking 
Into  the  houfe ;  and  the  corpfe  in 
the  afternoon  was  removed  to  the 
workhoufe  in  Nightingale-lane,  by 
order  of  the  parifh-officers.  Mrs. 
Parker  was  taken  before  the  fitting 
magidrates  in  Lambert-dreet,  and 
examined  touching  the  object  of 
her  taking  up  the  body.  Her  an- 
fwer  was,  64  For  the  purpofe  of,  a 
more  decent  interment.’7  It  was 
buried  this  morning  early,  in  the 
vault  of  Whitechapel  church. 

6th.  Lee,  Coffy,  and  Rranning, 
three  marines,  were  fliot  at  Ply¬ 
mouth  for  having  endeavoured  to 
excite  a  mutiny  in  their  corps. 
M‘Ginnis,  another  marine,  fen- 
tenced  to  1000  ladies  for  being  con¬ 
cerned  with  them,  received  500  in 
part. 

9th.  About  feven  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  Robert  Thornton  Efq. 
chief  clerk  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  put  an- end  to  his  exigence 
with  a  piflol,  at  his  apartments  in 
North  Earl-ftreet.  No  motive  can 
be  conjectured  for  this  radi  and  me¬ 
lancholy  cataftrophe !  The  coro¬ 
per’s  jury  fat  on  his  remains,  and 


brought  in  their  verdidl  Lunacy. — 
Mr.  Thornton  was  a  near  relative  to 
the  late  Duke  of  Rutland. 

The  following  is  a  comparative 
datement  of  the  porter  brewed  by 
the  twelve  firft  London  brewers, 
for  the  years  1796  and  1797, 
ending  on  the  ,5th  of  July  each 
year 

1796. 


Whitbread 

- 

202,000 

Thrale  -  - 

- 

137,810 

Shum 

-  ~ 

1 10,700 

Hanbury 

- 

109,170 

Felix  Calvert 

97,5.50 

Goodwyn  - 

- 

97,580 

Meux  -  - 

- 

103,790 

John  Calvert 

<»  -® 

68,000 

Clowes 

rao  as> 

55,770 

Elliot 

«> 

58,250 

Cox  and  Co. 

as  <a. 

42,110 

Stevenfon  «  -  * 

1797. 

45,800 

Whitbread  - 

- 

192,740 

Thrale  -  - 

-  “ 

141,590 

Shum  -  ~ 

- 

119,820 

Hanbury 

ex. 

117,180 

Felix  Calvert 

- 

101,760 

Goodwyn  - 

•to  **> 

94,750 

Meux  -  - 

- 

93,400 

John  Calvert 

70,090 

Clowes  -  - 

as> 

58,68(5. 

Elliot 

OS  SB 

35,800 

Cox  and  Co. 

0 

46,100. 

Stevenfon  - 

0 

45,810 

1 3th.  The  principal  trials  being 
over,  the  recorder  proceeded  to  pafs 
fentence  on  thofe  who  had  been 
convidted  *  namely,  that  of  death 
on  fourteen ;  one  was  ordered  to  be 
tranfported  fourteen  years,  and  fe- 
venteen  to  be  tranfported  feven 
years ten  to  be  confined  for  one 
year  in  Newgate,  nine  for  fix 
months,  and  one  for  three  months. 
The  feflions  were  then  adjourned. 

16th.  A  mod  melancholy  acci¬ 
dent  happened  this  night,  about 
C  3  eleven 
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eleven  o’clock.  As  the  three  Mr. 
Taylors,  two  of  whom  are  clerks  in 
the  office  for  foreign  affairs,  the 
other  aid-de-camp  to  the  Duke  of 
York,  were  coming  to  town  from 
Richmond  in  a  fmall  wherry  with  a 
fail,  which  they  had  built  for  their 
amufement,  the  boat  overfet  near 
Kew,  by  linking  agaiiift  a  barge, 
and  all  three  tumbled  overboard. 
Mr.  B.  Taylor  got  on  fhore  unhurt ; 
Mr.  Herbert  Taylor  was  brought 
on  fhore  with  little  figns  of  life,  but 
has  tince  recovered  bv  the  means 
recommended  by  the  Humane  So¬ 
ciety  ;  and  Mr.  William  Taylor 
was  drowned,  and  his  body  is  not 
vet  found.  The  latter  had  lately 
returned  with  Mr.  Hammond  from 
Vienna,  to  whom  he  aCted  as  fecre- 
tary,  and  was  much  effeemed  by  all 
who  had  the  pleafure  of  knowing 
him.  The  night  was  extremely 
dark  and  tempeftuous. 

1 8th.  This  nighta  terrific fform  of 
thunder  and  lightning,  attended  by 
a  very  heavy  rain,  was  felt  in  the 
metropolis.  It  began  in  the  fouth- 
wefi  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  has 
done  considerable  damage. 

19th.  Early  this  morning,  during 
the  prevalence  of  the  thunder-ftorm, 
a  fire  broke  out  in  thehoufe  of  Lord 
St.  Helen,  in  Great  Rnffel-ftreet, 
Bloomffiury,  which  entirely  con- 
fumed  it,  and  confiderably  damaged 
that  of  Sir  George  Young,  adjoin¬ 
ing.  It  broke  out,  not  in  the  bed¬ 
chamber,  but  in  a  room  adjoining, 
where  his  Lordfhip  was  writing, 
with  his  back  partly  turned  towards 
a  window,  the  curtains  of  which 
fuddenly  burff  out  into  a  flame, 
which  fpread  itfelf  in  a  few  minutes 
into  every  part  of  the  room.  From 
the  pofition  of  the  candles  on  the 
wriling-table,  and  the  ruftling  noife 
and  fmell  of  fulphur  which  accom¬ 


panied  the  breaking  out  of  the 
flames,  it  feems  highly  probable 
that  the  accident  was  occahoned  by 
the  lightning. 

Several  of  the  failors  engaged  in 
the  late  difgraceful  mutiny,  were 
executed  in  the  courfe  of  this  month. 

The  number  of  arms  taken  from 
the  people  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
not  including  thofe  feized  in  confe- 
quence  of  General  Lake’s  proclama¬ 
tion,  are  as  follow :  mufkets  1 0,600, 
bayonets  1984,  piftols  726,  fwords 
608,  pikes  1419. 

Worcefter .  20th.  In  beginning  the 
repairs  of  our  cathedral,  the  tomb 
which  flood  in  the  nave,  near  the 
chancel,  to  commemorate  the  in¬ 
terment  of  king  John,  was  propof- 
ed  to  be  removed  to  a  more  con¬ 
venient  place;  but,  to  the  affcnifh- 
ment  of  the  workmen,  a  ftone  cof¬ 
fin  was  difcovered  at  the  bottom, 
level  with  the  floor,  which,  on  care¬ 
fully  examining  it,  was  found  to 
contain  the  remains  of  the  king. 
From  the  great  length  of  time  the 
body  had  been  deposited  (fo  long 
fince  as  the  year  1216)  nothing  but 
conjectural  ideas  could  be  formed 
as  to  the  veflments,  &c.  Part  of 
the  robe  was  firm  in  its  texture,  but 
of  what  colour  could  hot  be  ascer¬ 
tained.  What  was  difcovered  of 
the  body  appeared  to  be  nearly  in 
the  fame  pofition  as  the  figure  on 
the  top  of  the  tomb-ffone,  and, 
from  the  length  of  the  coffin,  mea- 
fured  five  feet  fix  inches  and  a  half. 
Part  of  a  fword  wras  lying  by  his  left 
fide,  which  time  had  much  moul¬ 
dered  ;  and  the  leather  Iheath  was 
nearly  in  the  fame  flate  :  the  moft 
perfect  part  was  towards  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  legs  and  feet,  on  which 
appeared  a  kind  of  half  boot.  A 
quantity  of  a  fort  of  white  pafle  lay 
in  two  or  three  lumps  on  and  be- 
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!qw  the  belly,  which  it  may  be  fup- 
poled  had  been  poured  into  the 
body  on  the  heart  and  bowels  being 
taken  out.  On  breaking  a  piece  of 
this  pafte,  it  was  mixed  with  the 
fkeletons  of  maggots  and  flies,  of 
which  vaft  quantities  lay  on  and 
about  the  body ;  and  on  the  right 
cheek  of  the  fkull  there  was  a  fliarp 
point  about  half  an  inch  long,  and 
fome  grey  hairs  appeared  under 
part  of  the  cap,  which  had  fitted 
the  head  very  tight,  and  teemed  to 
have  been  buckled  under  the  chin, 
part  of  the  draps  remaining.  The 
robe  had  the  appearance,  in  fome 
parts,  of  having  been  embroidered, 
particularly  on  the  right  knee.  No 
bones  of  the  fingers  were  to  be 
found.  One  point  afcertained  is, 
that  the  body  certainly  was  depo- 
fited  here,  and  not  in  the  more  eaf- 
tern  part  of  the  church,  as  was  fup<* 
pofed;  and  the  extraordinary  cir- 
cumdance  of  there  being  no  me¬ 
morandum  or  record  of  the  place  of 
interment  in  the  archives  of  the  ca¬ 
thedral  is  now  obviated.  The  dean 
and  chapter  gave  orders  that  the 
curiofity  of  the  people  fhould  be 
gratified  as  far  as  could  be  done  con¬ 
fidently  with  fafety ;  but  the  con- 
courfe  from  all  parts  becoming  fo 
great,  it  was  deemed  proper  to 
clofe  the  tomb  again  on  Tuefday 
afternoon.  It  was  obferved  by  the 
mafons  that  the  coffin  was  cut  out 
of  Higley  done ;  but  there  was  no 
other  top  to  it  than  two  elm-boards, 
which  were  perfectly  found. 

The  quantity  of  ftrong  beer 
brewed  in  this  country  has,  within 
thefe  few  years,  very  considerably 
increafed,  notwithftanding  the  war, 
as  will  be  feen  by  the  following 
datement: 

In  1797,  -  -  -  -  i?7T  L543  barrels. 

In  1791,  a  year  of  peace,  1,364,240  ditto. 


28th*  The  London  Correfpond* 
ing  Society  affembled  in  a  field  near 
St.  Pancras,  to  vote  a  petition  to  the 
King,  and  to  enter  into  refolu lions 
relative  to  the  prefent  date  of  the 
country  ;  but  their  proceedings 
were  interrupted  by  the  m!igiftrates? 
who  arreded  the  principal  fpeakers, 
and  kept  them  in  cudody  until  they 
procured  bail. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
petition,  as  far  as  they  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  read  it :  — 

TO  THE  KING. 

THE  PETITION  AND  REMON¬ 
STRANCE  OF  THE  LONDON  COR¬ 
RESPONDING  SOCIETY. 

Sir, 

From  the  difregard  which  our 
former  petitions  and  remondrances 
to  your  Majedy  have  experienced, 
wherein  we  have  reprefented  the 
extreme  didrefs  and  mifery  under 
which  the  great  body  of  the  people 
languifhes  by  the  arbitrary  and  op- 
preflive  meafures  of  your  miniders,, 
we  are  dill,  as  heretofore,  induced 
to  fuppofe  that  thofe  petitions  and 
remondrances  have  either  been  en¬ 
tirely  kept  from  your  knowledge, 
or  deprived  of  their  due  weight 
with  your  Majedy  by  the  machina¬ 
tions  of  thofe  miniders, 

We  forbear,  however,  on  this 
occafion  to  renew  our  petition  for 
their  difmiflal ;  conceiving  it  would 
be  in  Lome  degree  arrogant,  and  affi 
furedly  nugatory,  for  this  Society 
fo  to  petition,  having  feen  that  not 
even  the  united  voice  of  the  whole 
country  (lately  and  unequivocally 
exprefied)  has  been  able  to  effedfc 
the  falutary  convidion  on  your 
mind,  that  their  meafures  have 
completely  dedroyed  the  order, 
happiuefs,  and  prosperity  of  thele 
kingdoms,  and  have*  confequently 
a  hodile  tendency  to  your  perfoit 
C  4  and 


347>3°3 


4o  ANN  U  A  L  R  E 

and  government  ;  that  they  ate. at 
length  become  objects  of  furious; 
execration  to  all  ranks  and  defcrip- 
tipns  of  perfons,  the  baneful  etfieHs 
of  their  defeftable  oppreffion  hav¬ 
ing  gradually  extended  from  the 
peafanband  cottager  to  the  mecha¬ 
nic,  from  the  mechanic  to  the 
tradefman,  and  fo  upwards  through 
every  clafs  in  the  community  (fave 
only  that  which  fattens  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  fpoil,  and  whofe  fplendor  and 
luxury  increafe  in  the  fame  propor¬ 
tion  with  the  miferies  of  every  o- 
ther)  threatening  in  their  direful 
career  foon  to  involve  the  whole 
empire  in  one  common  ruin. 

We  tru fl  we  have  fufficiently  ef- 
tablifhed,  on  a  former  occaficn,  our 
rights  not  only  to  petition  and  re- 
monftrate,  but  to  demand  attention 
to  our  petitions  and  remonftraiices, 
by  then  referring  to  that  memora¬ 
ble  event,  the  'R evolution  of  1688, 
which  fecured  the  enjoyment  of 
that  right ;  and  to  the  acceffion  of 
the  boufe  of  Hanover,  when  that, 
amongft  other  rights,  was  fo  fo- 
lemniy  recognized  by  your  prede- 
ceiTor,  and  the  maintaining  of  which 
was  fripulated  as  the  exprefs  and 
only  condition  on  which  the  throne 
of  thefe  kingdoms  could  be  held, 
or  the  allegiance  of  the  people 
warranted. 

Notwithftanding,  therefore,  the 
difregard  our  addreffes  to  vonr  Ma¬ 
jefty  have  hitherto  experienced,  we 
yet  feel  it  a  facred  duty  to  ourf jives 
and  to  our  fellow  citizens,  again; to, 
renew  our  petitions  and  remom 
finances  (the  more  urgently  wheir 
the  public  calamities  have  fo  great¬ 
ly  in  created  as  they  have  done,  even 
within  thefe  two  years  fince  we  lab 
addrplTed  your  Majefty)  and  to 
erfevere  therein  until  they  fhall 
ave  excited  that  due  regard  to  the 
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long  and  patient  bufferings  of  ar 
much  injured  people,  which  may 
timely  interpofe  to  prevent  more 
civil  convulftons,  which  the  con¬ 
temptuous  ne  gleet  of -juft  com¬ 
plaints,  and  the  confequent  defpair 
of  redrefs  to  real  grievances,  are 
calculated  to  produce. 

We  fliall  not  dwell  long  on  the 
accumulated  miferies  engendered 
by  the  prefent  cruel  and  difaftrous 
war,  feeing  that  your  Majefty  has 
once  more  afforded  the  pleating 
profpedt  of  a  termination  to  its 
horrors,  by  the  negotiation  now 
pending.  W.e..  cannot,  however, 
refrain  from  declaring  our  detefbu 
lion  of  its  principle  and  conduct, 
bff  calling  to  your  mind,  that  as  its 
objeH  has  never  been  pofitively  de¬ 
fined,  and  a  new  pretext  for  perfe- 
vering  in  it  has  been  continually 
adopted,  as  the  foregoing  has  be¬ 
come  invalid,  it  is  at  length  fuffi¬ 
ciently  obvious  that  its  real  objects; 
were  no  other  than  to  crufh  in  the 
bud  the  infant  liberties  of  twenty- 
fix  millions  of  people,  juft  emerging 
from  the  Iona  night  of  wretched- 
r.t-is,  ignorance,  and  ilavery,  to  the 
b lifeful  dawn  and  cheering  bright- 
nefs  of  freedom  and  humanity,  and 
to,  confign  them  and  their  territory, 
a  devoted  people  and  a  plundered 
foil,  to  the  furrounding  de’fpots  of 
Europe. 

Here  the  reader  was  interrupted 
bv  a  cry  that  the  proclamation  for 
diffhlving  the  atfemblv  as  illegal  had 
been  read. 

.  Died  of  a  natural  death,  at. his 
feat  at  Beaconsfield,  •  in  his  fixty-? 
eighth  year,  the  Right  Honourable 
Edmund  Burke. 

The.  origin  of  this  extraordinary 
man  proves  that  abilities  and  gem- 
us  will  make  thejr  way,  penetrate 
through  difficulties,  and  raife  the 
-  -  -•  poffeffors 

m  i. 
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poiTefibrs  to  th e  fir  ft  con fid.erati on 
in  thi:  country.  Mr.  Burke,  though 
of  popifn  parentage,  was  educated 
a  proleftant,  in  a  Quakers  fciioql  at 
Bally  tore,  about  twenty  miles  from, 
the  capital,  and  afterwards  in  the. 
imiverfity  of  Dublin,  where  he  was, 
in  1746,  a  fcholar  of  the  houfe  at 
the  age  of  eighteen .  an  infti,  ration- 
ftmilar  to  that  of  a  ftudent  of  Clirift 
Church,  Oxford.  According  to 
Dr.  Leland,  his  academical  contem¬ 
porary,  he  gave  no  extraordinary 
indications  of  genius  in  that  fe rai¬ 
nary,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1749.  The  report  of  his  reftdence 
at  St.  Omer’s,  and  of  his  popifh 
education,  is  fabulous,  originating 
from  envy,  or  grounded  folely  up¬ 
on  the  plaufibiiity  of  his  being  a 
warm  and  liberal  friend  to  tolera¬ 
tion.  The  Hiftory  of  the  Europe¬ 
an  Colonies  in  America,  in  two 
fmall  volumes,  was  the  firft  joint 
production  of  Burke  and  his  com 
tin,  in  a  rural  excurfion  and  fummer 
retreat  from  the  Middle  Temple, 
in  1750,  where  he  fpent  fome  time, 
and,  though  rapidly  traced  from 
Hackluyt’s  Voyages,  it  was  juftly 
eftimated  as  the  promifing  effort  of 
a  juvenile  and  riling  genius. 

The  publication  of  Lord  Boling- 
broke’s  works,  and  the  death  of 
that  great  writer  and  Englifh  clafr 
tic,  had  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  republic 'of  letters,  when  Mr. 
Burke  pubiifhed  his  Vindication  of 
Natural  Society,  preferred  in  Dod- 
fley’s  Fugitive  Pieces,  as  a  pofthu- 
mous  work  of  Lord  Bolingbroke. 
The  late  Earl  of  Chefterfield  ufed 
to  relate  that  he  was  under  a  de¬ 
ception  for  fome  time,  and  thought 
it  the  genuine  production  of  his  old 
acquaintance,  till  the  difcovery  of 
the  true  author  gained  Burke  the 
favour  of  his  Lordfhip  and  of  Dr. 
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, Markham,  as  well  as  a  juft  reputa¬ 
tion  for  ftyle  and  imitative  powers. 
In  1757*  he  engaged  with  Dcdfley 
to  compile  the  Hiftory  of  Europe  in 
the  Annual  Regifter.  This  work 
he  did  not  always  acknowledge ; 
but  Dr.  Leland,  accidentally  or  by 
hefign,  by  criticiiing  the  offspring, 
difcovered  thy  genuine  fo.ndnefs  of 
the  parent. 

.  Having  formed  a  connexion 
with  Mr.  Hamilton,  he  accompani¬ 
ed  that  gentleman  to  Ireland  m 
1761,  where  his  eloquence  produc¬ 
ed  fuch  effects  in  the  Irifh  fenate. 
Mr.  Burke  was  fuppofed  to  have 
revifed  Mr.  Hamilton’s  compofed 
orations,  though  without  realon ; 
for  nothing  could  be  more  dillimi- 
lar  than  their  ftyle.  But  a  mutual 
mifunderftanding  induced  him  foon 
to  return  to  England,  with  a  pem 
fton  of  3001.  per  annum,  which  was 
foon  after  fold,  upon  the  Irifh  efta- 
blifliment.  After  his  return  to 
England  he  employed  his  leifure  on 
his  Eflay  upon  the  Sublime  and 
Beautiful,  which  excited  much  at¬ 
tention,  and  which  certainly  affords 
a  delightful  excurfion  into  the  re¬ 
gions  of  metaphyiical  imagination. 

To  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  father  of 
Lord  St.  Helen,  he  owed  his  intro¬ 
duction  to  the  Marquis  of  Rocking¬ 
ham,  who,  with  his  ufual  and  bene¬ 
volent  propenflty  to  difco-ver  and 
promote  merit  wherever  it  was  to 
be  found,  recommended  him  to  bo 
his  private  fecretary  in  17 §6  ;  and, 
through  the  favour  of  Lord  Ver- 
ney,  he  was  foon  after  returned  a 
reprefentative  for  the  borough  of 
Wendover.  Too  well  known  fince 
that  period,  as  an  orator  and  as  a 
writer,  to  want  any  eulogium,  an 
attentive  perufal  of  Mr.  Burke’s 
publications  will  alone  give  a  juft 
eftimate,  and  form  a  true  criterion 
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of  bis  taffe,  ftyle,  eloquence,  me¬ 
rit,  and  extenfive  celebrity. 

His  exit  from  the  ftage  of  life 
was  marked  with  that  natural  grace 
and  dignity  which  characterized  his 
every  movement  in  the  circles  of 
fbclety,  of  which  he  was  fo  diftin- 
guifhed  an  ornament.  A  fhort 
time  previous  to  his  yielding  his 
laft  breath,  after  having  heard  read 
to  him  fome  e flays  of  Addifon,  he 
recommended  himfelf  in  many  af¬ 
fectionate  meffages  to  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  his  abfent  friends,  con- 
verfed  fome  time  with  his  accuftom- 
ed  force  of  thought  and  expreflion 
on  the  awful  fituation  of  his  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  gave,  with  heady  compo- 
fure,  fome  private  directions  in 
contemplation  of  his  approaching 
death.  As  his  attendants  were 
conveying  him  to  his  bed,  he  funk 
down,  and,  after  a  fhort  flruggle, 
palled  quietly,  and  without  a  groan, 
to  eternal  reft.  Any  attempt  to 
defcribe  the  talents  and  acquire¬ 
ments  of  this  great  man  muft  be 
impotent  and  vain.  He  has  not 
left  that  man  behind  who  is  capa¬ 
ble  of  performing  the  arduous  talk. 
H  is  fair  fame,  indeed,  requires 
not  the  feeble  efforts  of  a  defcrip- 
tive  pen  to  perpetuate  its  luftre. 
When  time  fhall  pafs  away,  and  the 
prefent  admiring  generation  fhall 
be  no  more,  the  name  of  Edmund 
Burke  will  live  in  glory,  and  be  im¬ 
mortal. 

The  pall-bearers  who  attended 
the  funeral  of  Mr.  Burke  were  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  the  Duke  of  De- 
vonfhire,  Earl  Fitz william,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  Speaker  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  Mr.  "Windham. 
The  proceffion  confiffed  of  a  hearfe 
and  fix,  two  mourning  coaches,  the 
family  coach,  and  a  numerous  train 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Beaconsfield. 


11th.  In  his  ninety-eighth  year, 
the  veteran  father  of  the  ftage, 
Charles  Macklin.  He  had  long 
been  in  a  ftate  of  natural  decav : 

j  * 

but,  although  incapable  of  quitting 
his  bed  for  feveral  weeks  previous 
to  his  diftblution,  his  fpirits  did  not 
forfake  him  till  within  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  of  his  final  exit  from  the  ftage 
of  life.  He  was  born  in  the  north 
of  Ireland.  The  real  name  of  the 
family  was  McLaughlin,  which,  to 
render  more  pleating  to  an  Englifh 
ear,  was  familiarized  to  Macklin. 
So  late  as  the  10th  of  January, 
1790,  he  appeared  in  the  character 
of  Shylock,  fome  parts  of  which  he 
executed  with  fuperior  force ;  but 
his  memory  failing  him  in  others, 
he  then  finally  quitted  the  ftage, 
and  retired  to  enjoy  an  annuity 
purchafed  for  him  by  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  fome  of  his  dramatic  writ¬ 
ings  ;  which,  together  with  another 
annuity  of  20l.  from  Lord  Lough¬ 
borough,  whom  he  inftruCted  in  the 
pronunciation  of  the  Englifh  lan¬ 
guage,  when  that  great  law  charac¬ 
ter  firft  became  a  candidate  for  dif- 
tirnftion  at  the  Englifh  bar,  afforded 
him,  if  not  an  affluent,  at  leaft  a 
comfortable  fubfiftence  in  the  latter 
years  of  his  very  long  life. 


AUGUST. 

SUMMER  ASSIZES. 

At  York  three  prifoners  were 
capitally  convi<5ted  ;  who  were  left 
for  execution. 

At  Worceffer  two  prifoners  were 
left  for  execution. 

At  Oxford  feven  prifoners  were 
capitally  convicted,  of  whom  two 
were  reprieved,  and  the  other  five 
were  left  for  execution. 

At  Hertford  one  only  was  capi¬ 
tally  convicted. 

At 
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At  Bury  four  were  capitally  con- 
yi&ed ;  one  of  whom  only  was  left 
for  execution,  and  the  other  three 
reprieved. 

At  Reading  two  capitally  con¬ 
victed;  both  of  whom  were  repriev¬ 
ed. 

At  Northumberland,  Newcaftle, 
and  Morpeth,  four  prifoners  were 
capitally  conviCted  ;  of  whom  two 
were  refpited. 

At  Carlifle  one  only  was  capital¬ 
ly  conviCted,  and  was  refpited. 

At  Lancafter  it  was  remarked  by 
the  judge  that  more  cafes  of  man- 
llaughter  had  occurred  in  this  coun¬ 
ty  for  feme  years  pad,  than  in  all 
the  reft  of  the  kingdom  together. 

At  Nottingham  one  was  capital¬ 
ly  convicted ;  who  was  left  for  exe¬ 
cution. 

At  Maidftone  feven  were  capi¬ 
tally  conviCted,  five  of  whom  were 
reprieved,  and  the  other  two  left 
for  execution. 

At  the  Surry  aflizes  five  perfons 
were  capitally  conviCted,  four  of 
whom  were  left  for  execution  on 
Wednefday  fe’nnight,  viz.  Rebecca 
Dunn,  for  high  treafon,  in  colour¬ 
ing  bafe  money;  George  Benjamin 
Burtenwood,for a  footpad  robbery; 
William  Batho,  for  a  rape  ;  and 
William  Marling,  for  fheep  dealing. 

At  Devonihire  aftizes  three  were 
capitally  conviCted,  and  left  for 
execution. 

Warwick.  15th.  This  morning 
a  fpecial  jury  was  affembled,  and 
the  caufe  of  the  King  verfm  Binns, 
which  had  excited  confiderable  at¬ 
tention,  was  tried  before  Mr.  Juf- 
tice  Afhhurft.  Mr.Percival,  affifted 
by  five  other  counfel,  conducted 
the  profecution  ;  —  Mr.  Rornilly, 
affifted  by  Meffirs.  Reader  and 
Fletcher,  undertook  the  defence. 
—  It  appeared  that  the  feptences 
eompofing  the  charge  had  been  ab~ 


ftraCted  from  different  parts  of  the 
1'peech  which  Binns  delivered,  and 
fo  put  together  in  the  indi£tmen£ 
as  to  convey  a  meaning  highly  fe« 
ditious ;  for  it  dated  that  he  had 
faid  that  44  force  was  juftifiable  to 
obtain  a  reform  in  parliament.’* 
But  it  was  fworn  by  five  witneffes 
that  his  words  were,  44  If  attempts 
were  made  to  deprive  the  people 
of  the  trial  by  jury  and  the  liberty 
of  the  prefs,  that  then  it  would  be 
laudable  to  oppofe  it  by  forced’ — 
“  Thus,”  faid  Mr.  Rornilly,  44  the 
words  were  applied  to  a  mere  hy~ 
pothefis,  and  not  refpeCting  a  re* 
form  in  parliament.  When  the 
words  are  thus  applied,  they  are 
far  from  importing  any  thing  crimi¬ 
nal  ;  nay  (continued  the  counfel) 
to  fupport  by  force  the  trial  by 
jury  and  the  liberty  of  the  prefs 
againft  the  attacks  of  government 
is  juftifiable,  according  to  Black- 
done.”  Here  the  learned  counfel 
read  a  quotation  from  Blackftone’s 
Commentaries.  —  Mr.  Percival  rev 
plied.  The  trial  lafted  nearly  eleven 
hours  and  a  half,  when  the  jury 
retired  ;  and  after  deliberating 
about  two  hours  and  three  quar¬ 
ters,  followed  the  judge  to  his 
lodgings,  and  delivered  a  verdiT  pf 
Not  Guilty. 

Venice ,  July  3 I .  The  commer¬ 
cial  houfes  here  are  to  pay  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fums,  in  diver  ducats  (du~ 
cati  cVargento)  towards  the  contri¬ 
butions  impofed  by  the  French  : — 
Serpos  30,000  Camilnati  20,000 
Zinetti  28,000  Camello  10,000 
Treves  45,000  Bianchini  25,000 
Tamofi  45,000  Burati  26,000 
Rizotti  15,000  Borelli  17,000 
Luifello  10,000  Angeli  16,000 
Curie!  20,000  Guizetti  18,000 

And  thirteen  other  houfes  from 
8,000  to  2,500  ducats. 

Jedburgh.  16th.  A  multitude  of  flout 
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young  men,  to  the  number  of  near 
2000,  aiTembled,  each  armed  with 
a  bludgeon,  from  different  parts  of 
the  country,' —After  having  heard, 
read,  and  agreed  to  certain  refolu- 
lions,  peremptorily  to  opppfe  being 
drawn  as  militia -.men,  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  houfe  of  the  perfon 
in  whofe  po  demon  were  the  lifts 
of  Ihofe  to  be  balioited,  and  carried 
them  off  in  triumph.  They  after¬ 
wards  paraded  the  ftreets,  preceded 
by  a  drum,  but  offered  no  violence. 
Other  meetings  of  a  firm  far  kind 
have  taken  place,  and  we  und.er- 
ftand,  to  a  (till  greater  extent  in 
home  neighbouring  towns.  The 
Duke  of  Roxburgh,  in  his  way 
home  from  Jedburgh,  was  fur- 
rounded  in  his  carriage,  but  no 
perfonsl  violence  was  offered  to 
him,  by  the  fame  party.  He  was 
taken  ill,  it  is  laid,  in  confequence 
of  the  terror  it  oceafioned  him. 

20th.  This  morning,  about  five 
o’clock,  twenty  police-officers  came 
to  Norwood  in  three  hackney- 
coaches,  threw  down  all  the  gipfy 
tents,  and  expofed  about  thirty 
men,  women,  and  children,  in  the 
primitive  ftate  of  man.  They  car¬ 
ried  them  to  prifon,  to  be  dealt 
with  according  to  the  Vagrant 
AT. 

23d.  The  following  melancholy 
accident  happened  at  Barking 
Creek’s  Mouth,  near  Woolwich: 
Thirteen  perfons,  returning  from 
on  board  a  veffel,  flopped  to  take 
a  child  from  on  board ;  the  tide 
running  ftrong,  carried  the  boat  a 
little  way  from  the  fhip,  when 
fome  of  the  party  endeavouring  to 
reach  the  child,  unfortunately  drop¬ 
ped  it  in  the  water.  Every  one  m- 
ilantly  attempting  to  fave  it,  ran 
to  the  fide  of  the  boat,  when  it  in- 
itaritly  upfet,  and  fix  of  the  unfor¬ 


tunate  perfons  perifhed,  among 
whom  was  the  infant. 

24th.  About  noon  this  day,  a 
dreadful  fire  broke  out  at  Honiton, 
in  Devoiifhire,  which  raged  with 
great  fury  for  four  hours,  and  was 
with  difficulty  extinguifhed  in  the 
evening,  after  deftroying  near  forty 
houfes,  among  which  was  the  Bank ; 
but  we  are  not  at  prefent  informed 
of  any  other  particulars.  This  is 
the  third  calamitous  vifitation  of 
this  nature  with  which  the  above 
unfortunate  town  has  been  afflict¬ 
ed  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years. 
As  the  flames  fpread  with  great  ra¬ 
pidity,  owing  to  the  houfes  being 
generally  covered  with  thatch,  the 
mofl  valuable  of  the  furniture,  and 
various  articles  of  trade,  were  con- 
fumed.  Several  of  the  dwellings 
were  however  mere  cottages  ;  the 
lofs  altogether  is  eflimated  at  be¬ 
tween  fifteen  and  20,0001. ;  and  fe- 
veral  families  are  reduced  to  extreme 
diftrefs.  Had  the  fire  broken  out  in 
the  night,  or  the  wind  been  un¬ 
favourable,  nearly  the  whole  town 
muff  have  been  deftroyed. 

Lekejler.  23th.  George  Daven¬ 
port,  convicted  at  our  laft  affizes 
of  a  highway  robbery,  was  this  day 
executed.  He  was  thirty -nine 
years  of  age ;  eighteen  of  which  he 
had,  according  to  his  own  confef- 
fion,  been  a  highway  robber.  He 
has  deferted  from  different  resi- 

o 

ments  forty  times,  and  had  fre¬ 
quently  efcaped  from  gaol.  He 
has  made  florae  important  difeover- 
ies.  He  went  from  the  prifon  to 
the  place  of  execution  in  a  poft- 
chaife,  accompanied  by  his  brother, 
and  dreffed  in  his  fliroud,  &c.  and 
was  afterwards  buried  with  his  fa¬ 
mily  at  Great  Wigffon. 

A  dreadful  florm,  attended  with 
a  whirlwind,  happened  near  Peter- 

kancr, 
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leaner,  in  South  Prufiia.  Whole 
woods  were  torn  tip,  and  trees  car¬ 
ried  into  the  air  like  theaves  of 
corn.  Several  villages  were  en¬ 
tirely  deftroyed,  with  a,  number  of 
cattle.  Many  people  were  alfo 
much  hurt. 

About  the  latter  end  of  Augiift, 
Scutari,  the  fine#  and  largeft  ftib- 
urb  of  Conftantinople,  was  aim olt 
entirely  deftroyed  by  a  violent  con¬ 
flagration,  which  confirmed  upwards 
of  3000  buildings. 

Died.  6th.  James  Petit  An¬ 
drews,  Efq.  F.  A.  S.  one  of  the 
magiftrates  of  the.  police-office  in 
Queen’s  Square,  Weftminfter,  and 
brother  to  Sir  Jofeph  Andrews, 
Bart.  — *  Mr.  Andrews  was  author 
of  feveral  publications ;  amongfr 
others,  1.  “Anecdotes,  ancient  and 
modern,  with  obfervations,  178.9,” 
Svo,  and  a  fupplement  to  it,  1790, 
Bvo ;  2.  “  A  Hiftory  of  Great-  Bri¬ 
tain,  connected  with  the  Chrono¬ 
logy  of  Europe,  1795,”  2vols.  4to, 
containing  anecdotes  of  the  times, 
lives  of  the  learned,  with  fpecimens 
of  their  works,  on  the  plan  of  Prefl- 
dent  Henault ;  3.  Continuation  of 
Henry’s  “  Hiftory  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,”  in  one  vol,  4to,.and  2  vols. 
8vo,  1796;  4.  “Account  of  Saxon 
Coins  found  in  Kintbury  church¬ 
yard,  Berks”  (Archseol.  VII.  430); 
5.  u  The  Account  of  Shaw,”  in  Mr. 
More’s  Berkfhire  Collections,  page 
75.  He  was  alfo  the  tranflator 
ef  “  The  Savages  of  Europe,”  a 
popular  French  novel. 

At  his  apartments  in  York-ftreet, 
St  .James’s  Square,  in  his  fifty-fifth 
year,  the  Right  Honourable  Plarvev 
Redmond  Morres,  Lord  Vifcoimt 
Mountmorres.  He  put  an  end  to 
his  exiftence  by  ftiooting  himfeif 
through  the  head.  By  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  bullet,  if  appeared  that 


he  had  put  the  piftol  into  his  mouth; 
he  had  another  in  his  pocket,  load¬ 
ed  ;  and,  by  every  account,  it  is 
obvious  that  he  had  made  prepara¬ 
tions  for  this  violent  aft ;  had  paid 
the  few.  bills  that  he  owed,  and  had 
converfed  in  a  way  that  gave  his 
acquaintance  reafoii  to  believe  that 
he  had  for  feveral  days  deliberated 
upon  the  filicide  he  aecomplilhed. 
The  coroner’s  Inqueft,  on  the  clear¬ 
ed  proofs,  brought  in  their  verdict 
lunacy.  His  Lordfhip’s  remains 
were  conveyed,  on  the  22d,  to 
St.  James’s  chapel  in  Tottenham- 
court-road,  and  there  interred. 

At  his  houfe  in  Derby,  aged  ftxty- 
three,  Jofeph  Wright,  Efq.  long 
held  in  high  eftimation  throughout 
Europe  as  a  chafte  and  elegant 
painter.  He  was  a  pupil  of  Hud- 
fon.  Mr.  W right’s  early  hiftorical 
pi ft:u res  may  be  confidered  as  the 
firft  valuable  productions  of  the 
Englifh  fchool.  His  attention  was 
afterwards  dire  ft  ed,  for  fome  years, 
to  portrait-painting  ;  but  his  ge¬ 
nius  was  not  to  be  eircumfcribed 
within  fuch  narrow  limits  ;  and 
therefore,  at  a  mature  age,  he  vifit- 
ed  Italy,  to  ftudy  the  precious  re¬ 
mains  of  art  which  that  country 
poflefled.  His  fine  drawings,  after 
Michael  Angelo,  and  the  enthufiafin 
with  which,  he  always  fpoke  of  the 
fublime  original,  evinced  the  efti¬ 
mation  in  which  he  held  them ; 
and,  from  their  extreme  accurac% 
they  may  be  confidered  as  faithful 
delineations  of  the  treafiires  of  the 
Capella  Seftina,  and  fuch  as  have 
never  yet  been  exhibited  to  the 
public.  During  his  abode  in  Italy 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  .a 
very  memorable  eruption  of  Vefu- 
vius,  which  rekindled  his  inclina¬ 
tion  for  painting  extraordinary  ef¬ 
fects' 'ol  light':  and  his  different 

piftures 
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pictures  of  this  fublime  event  Hand 
decidedly  chef  d* oeuvres  in  that  line 
of  painting. 


SEPTEMBER. 

5th.  This  morning,  about  ten 
o’clock,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the 
workfhops  of  Mr.  Tanner,  carpen¬ 
ter,  in  the  village  of  Tiverton,  So- 
merfetlhire :  which entirelv  deftrov- 
ed  the  fame,  together  with  a  large 
quantity  of  feafoned  deal  and  oak 
planks,  to  the  almoft  total  ruin  of 
an  induftrious  man  and  his  family, 
the  lofs  being  eflimated  at  5001.  the 
whole  of  which  was  uninfured. 
The  fire  was  occafioned  by  a  live 
coal  falling  from  the  adjoining 
blackfmith’s  forge,  through  an  acci¬ 
dental  hole  in  the  wall,  on  fome 
iliavings  in  the  workfhops. 

A  writ  of  enquiry  was  this  day 
executed  before  the  fheriff  ofMid- 
dlefex,  in  a  caufe  Boddington  verjus 
Boddington,  for  criminal  cjonverfa- 
tion  with  the  plaintiff’s  wife. 

The  defendant  having  fuffered 
judgment  to  go  by  default  in  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench,  a  fpecial 
jury  was  impannelled  at  the  Sef- 
fions-houfe,  Clerkenwell,  to  affefs 
the  damages.  The  damages  were 
laid  at  50,0001.  Mr.  Erfkine,  coun- 
fel  for  the  plaintiff,  Mr.  Samuel 
Boddington,  opened  the  cafe;  and, 
after  expatiating  with  his  ufual  elo¬ 
quence  on  the  enormity  of  the 
crime  of  adultery  and  fedudtion, 
proceeded  to  Bate  the  particular 
circumflances  attending  it,  which, 
he  contended,  united  in  themfelves 
the  molt  fhocking  infiance  of  de¬ 
pravity  that  ever  entered  the  hu- 
rrvan  mind,  the  defendant  not  only 
being  partner  with  the  plaintiff  in  a 
very  exten&ve  mercantile  concern, 
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but  his  firfl  coufin.  The  defen 
ant,  under  the  facred  mafk  of  friend- 
fhip,  abufed  the  confidence  repofe*4 
in  him,  and  by  various  acts  conf 
minaiea  the  mind  of  Mrs.  Bodding¬ 
ton  ;  a  lady  who,  previous  to  this 
unhappy  and  fatal  error,  bore  the 
mofl  unblemifhed  character;  and 
who,  befides  poffefling  a  mofl  beau¬ 
tiful  perfon  and  elegant  accom- 
plifhments,  was  remarked  for  the 
exemplary  manner  in  which  the 
difeharged  the  duties  of  a  wife  and 
mother.  Two  children  were  the 
fruits  of  this  marriage  ;  and  they 
continued  to  enjoy  the  mofl  unin¬ 
terrupted  felicity  till  a  fhort  time 
previous  to  Mrs.  Boddington’s 
elopement  with  the  defendant, 
which  took  place  the  beginning  of 
June  lafl.  The  means  to  effe£t  this 
fcheme  were  the  mofl  abominable 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant.  Mr. 
Samuel  Boddington  having obferved 
fomething  in  his  wife’s  conduct  that 
gave  him  reafon  to  fufpecl  his  ho¬ 
nour  was  in  danger,  refolved  to 
remove  her  for  a  time  from  the 
feene  he  dreaded,  but  did  it  in  fuch 
a  delicate  manner  as  not  to  create 
the  leafl  fufpicion  of  the  caufe,  ei¬ 
ther  to  his  wife  or  friends.  Pro- 
poling  a  journey  to  Bath,  and  then 
to  Wales,  he  parted  with  the  de¬ 
fendant  in  the  mofl  cordial  manner, 
little  thinking  that  matters  had  pro¬ 
ceeded  fo  far  as  the  refult  has 
proved.  It  was  fettled  with  the 
defendant  that  he  was  to  return  to 
town  immediately,  if  bufinefs  re¬ 
quired  his  prefence.  A  few  days 
after  he  got  to  Bath,  he  received  a 
letter  from  the  defendant  to  the  ef¬ 
fect  as  under 

“  Dear  Sir,  The  packet  arrived 
this  morning;  and,  as  you  faid  you 
were  Willing  to  come  up  if  necef- 
fary,  I  requeft  you  will,  and  be  ia 

town 
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?jvti  on  Monday  morning,  to  at¬ 
tend  a  meeting  on  the  exchequer 
warrants.  News  is  generally  good 
4.  ""‘e.  funds  rather  better,”  &c. 

This  letter  unfortunately  had  the 
deiired  effect,  Mr.  Boddington  im¬ 
mediately  fetting  off  for  town  in 
the  mail,  leaving  his  wife  at  Bath. 
He  muff  have  been  palled  on  the 
road  by  the  defendant,  who  went 
thither,  and  carried  Mrs.  Bodding¬ 
ton  away.  On  Mr.  Boddington’s 
arriving  in  town,  he  found  the  fol¬ 
lowing  letter  left  for  him  by  the 
defendant:' — 

“  When  we  parted  on  Wednefday 
laft,  it  was  for  the  lail  time.  This 
night  I  go  from  London,  never  to 
return  again.  I  have  deceived  you 
in  fending  for  you  to  town,  and 
wilh  I  had  not.  in  other  things.  If 
you  fee  my  father,  for  God’s  fake 
break  the  matter  to  him  by  degrees. 
I  have  taken  feven  hundred  pounds. 

“  Benj.  Boddington.” 

Mr.  Law,  as  advocate  for  the  de¬ 
fendant,  made  a  very  able  fpeech 
in  mitigation  of  damages,  and  after 
fome  obfervations  on  his  client’s 
conduct,  he  concluded  by  entreat¬ 
ing  the  jury  to  tindture  their  juftice 
with  mercy,  and  only  award  a  fair 
retribution.  The  under-lheriffthen 
fumnred  up  the  evidence  •  and  the 
jury,  after  retiring  out  of  court  for 
about  twenty  minutes,  returned 
with  a  verdict  of  10,0001.  damages. 

9th.  A  very  melancholy  and 
diftreffing  calamity  occurred  at  Mr. 
Meux’s  brewhoufe,  in  Liquor pond- 
ffreet.  A  porter  vat  having  been 
emptied  on  Thurfday,  and  kept 
open  above  the  ufual  time  of  flx- 
and-thirty  hours  before  it  was 
cleanfed,  one  of  the  men  was  let 
down  acrofs  a  flick  fattened  to 
ropes,  to  perform  that  fervice  ;  he 
unfortunately,  letting  go  his  hold, 


fell  to  the  bottom,  and  the  vapour 
not  being  evaporated,  cauled  mftanfc 
fuffocation  ;  his  companion,  feeing 
his  iituation,  and  having  procured  a 
joint  ladder,  went  down  into  the 
vefTel,  where,  on  reaching  the  bot¬ 
tom,  he  fell  lifelefs.  Mr.  Squires, 
adting  clerk,  imagining  he  could 
bring  the  unfortunate  perfons  up, 
perlifted  alfo  in  going  down,  though 
mtreated  to  delilt,  and  accordingly 
being  fupplied  with  ropes,  he  put 
one  round  the  neck  and  waift  of 
one  of  the  men  ;  but  being  dehred 
by  the  perfons  above  to  lliift  it  un¬ 
der  his  arms,  while  performing  this 
humane  office  the  effluvia  overpow¬ 
ered  him,  and  he  dropped  down 
dead.  The  bodies  of  all  three,  af¬ 
ter  fome  time,  were  drawn  up  by 
hooks.  His  Royal  Highnels  the 
Duke  of  York,  who  happened  to  be 
at  Mr.  Leader’s,  coach-maker,  at 
the  time  of  the  accident,  went  im¬ 
mediately  to  the  brewhoufe,  and 
ordered  every  medical  affiflance  to 
be  procured.  Several  gentlemen 
of  the  faculty  attended,  and  ufed 
the  means  of  refufeitation  for  near 
three  hours,  but  without  effedh 
The  coroner’s  jury  fat  at  eight 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  and  brought 
in  their  verdidt  Accidental  Death. 
Mr.  Squires  was  only  twenty-live 
years  of  age.  They  were  all  of 
them  married,  and  one  has  left  four 
children. 

A  few  days  lince  the  firft  bride 
of  the  new  bridge  erefted  over  the 
river  Avon,  by  public  fubfeription, 
in  the  centre  of  the  village  of  Few  - 
fey,  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  was 
laid,  through  the  indefatigable  ex¬ 
ertions  of  the  Rev.  Jofeph  Town- 
fend,  redtor  of  that  parilh  :  the  wa«^ 
ter  whereof  having  for  many  years 
proved  fo  fatal  to  cattle  in  the  win¬ 
ter  feafonj  as  well  as  aimoft  a  total 

obstruction 
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obffnidlion  to  travellers,  occafioned 
fo  important  an  undertaking. 

From  the  Jamaica  ‘Gazette  we 
have  the  following  particulars  of 
the  dreadful  earthquake  which  hap¬ 
pened  laft  February  at  Quito,  in 
South  America.  This  dreadful  ca¬ 
lamity  began  at  Quito  at  half  paff 
fev'en,  A.  M.  and  1  ailed,  from  the 
be  If  calculation,  upwards  of  three 
minutes.  The  elegant  college  of 
Saint  Fernando  is  in  ruins.  The 
large  edifice  of  Santa  Domingo  is 
confiderablv  damaged;  the  Grand 
Tower  was  broken  into  many  piec¬ 
es,  and  a  number  of  the  cells  en¬ 
tirely  deftroyed ;  the  Hudent’s 
ichool  is  in  ruins.  The  high 
church  of  Del  Carmen,  one  of  the 
moth  elegant  fabrics  in  the  place,  is 
totally  demoiifhed.  The  Tower 
of  la  Merced  is  nearly  in  the  fame 
Fate  :  it  has  been  ordered  to  be 
pulled  down.  the  Church  de  la 
Conception  has  buffered  ccnfidera- 
ble  damage.  Indeed  alb  the  bell 
buildings  cf  the  place  are  quite  def¬ 
troyed.  None  of  the  low  buildings 
have  received  any  damage.  At 
Facunga  the  earthquake  began 
fome  time  paff  feven  o’clock,  A.  M. 
and  the  agitation  of  the  earth  con¬ 
tinued  till  two  o’clock,  P.  M.  leav¬ 
ing  the  villages  entirely  in  ruins, 
not  a  building  being  left  Handing, 
except  an  arch  in  the  great  fquare, 
and  a  part  of  a  neighbouring  houfe. 
The  people  who  have  perifhed  are 
innumerable.  The  churches  of 
St.  Auguftin,  St.  Domingo,  and  la 
Merced,  were  crowded  with  people 
hearing  mafs;  not  one  of  whom 
were  faved..  The  whole  place  o- 
pened  into  gullies,  out  of  which 
large  quantities  of  water  iffiied. 
Don  .Francifco  Camacho  was  fwal- 
tovved  up;  and  no  account  has 
been  received  of  Don  Antonio 


Texado,  who  was  with  him.  The 
village  of  St.  Philip,  which  is  near 
to  Fecunga,  is  fwallov/ed  up  :  in 
this  place  there  was  a  fchcol  in 
which  were  upwards  of  forty  chil¬ 
dren,  who  have  buffered  the  fame 
fate.  There  are  different  reports 
refpeffing  the  village  of  Ambato  : 
it  is  faid  likewife  to  be  in  ruins. 
The  famous  effate  of  the  Marquis 
de  Miraflores,  on  which  was  a  cloth 
manufactory,  all  his  horfes,  and  an 
elegant  church,  are  entirely  def¬ 
troyed,  and  many  lives  loft.  Cale- 
ra,  an  effate  adjoining  the  Marouis’s, 
is  i  wall  owed  up,  and  fcarcely  the 
vefihge  of  a  houfe  to  be  feen.  Ala- 
ques,  Saguiali,  Pugili,  Fachuchi, 
and  ether  confiderable  villages  and 
eftates,  are  entirely  ruined.  Ma- 
chache,  Aloaci,  Amaguana,  Alvay, 
and  other  villages  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Facunga,  have  buffered 
great  damage.  Not  a  church  is 
left  Handing  in  either  of  thefe 
places.  The  mountains  of  Calo- 
paci  opened  in  feveral  parts,  and 
iffued  great  quantities  of  water ;  a 
fmall  hill  near  to  the  city  threw  up 
vaH  heaps  of  Hones.  This  earth¬ 
quake  is  faid  to  be  much  feverer 
than  that  which  happened  in  17.55. 

26th.  Several  of  the  mail-coaches 
did  not  arrive  at  the  PoH-office  in 
time  this  morning  for  the  delivery 
of  letters,  owing  to  the  heavy  rains 
which  had  deluged  different  parts 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  Brookes  and  Mr.  Magiffra, 
King’s  meffengers,  were  drowned 
as  they  were  landing  from  the 
Diana  packet,  at  Calais,  in  their 
way  to  Life,  with  difpatches. 

30th.  Early  this  morning,  an 
old  houfe  in  Greengate  -  ffreet, 
behind  Whitechapel  church,  fell 
dowit.  There  were  fifteen  per- 
fo»s4i i  the  building  ;  but  a  weaver, 

wh® 
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who  was  at  work  in  an  upper-room, 
hearing  a  loud  crafh,  gave  notice 
of  the  danger  to  the  other  inmates  ; 
and  they  were  all  fortunate  enough 
to  efcape  about  two  minutes  be¬ 
fore  the  whole  fabric  fuddenly  fell. 

Died.  At  his  palace  at  Chichef- 
ter,  the  Right  Rev.  Sir  William 
Afhburnham,  Bart.  D.  D.  the  vene¬ 
rable  bifhop  of  that  fee,  and  redtor 
of  G  eft  liny,  in  Suffex.  He  was  the 
father  of  the  Englifh  bench,  and 
the  only  bifhop  not  appointed  by 
his  prefent  Majefty. 

At  Cambridge,  after  a  longilhiefs, 
in  his  Sixty -third  year,  the  Rev. 
Richard  Farmer,  D.  D.  F.  R.  and 
A.  SS.  mailer  of  Emanuel-college, 
principal  librarian  of  the  public  li¬ 
brary  in  that  univerfity ;  one  of 
the  canons-refidentiary  of  St.  Paul, 
London  ;  chancellor  of  the  diocefe 
of  Litchfield  and  Coventry,  and 
prebendary  of  Worcefler.  He 
was  born  at  Leicester  in  1735. 
He  ferved  the  office  of  vice-chan¬ 
cellor  in  the  year  1775  and  1787  ; 
and  was  much  refpected  for  his  li¬ 
berality  to  the  poor,  and  the  various 
plans  fuggeifed  by  him  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  town  of  Cam¬ 
bridge.  He  Was  well  known  in 
the  literary  world  for  his  44  Ef- 
fay  on  the  Learning  of  Shake- 
fpeare,  addreffed  to  Jofeph  Cra- 
dock,  Efq.  1766,”  which  has  been 
four  times  printed,  viz.  1766,  1767, 
1789,  and  1793. 

10th.  In  childbed,  Mrs.  Godwin, 
wife  of  Mr.  William  Godwin,  of 
Somer’s  Town;  a  woman  of  un¬ 
common  talents  and  considerable 
knowledge  :  well  known  through¬ 
out  Europe  by  her  literary  works, 
under  her  original  name  of  Woll- 
ftonecraft,  and  particularly  by  her 
44  Vindication  of  the  Rights  of 
Women,  1792,”  8vo.  Her  firSt 
Vol.  XXXIX. 
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publication  was  44  Thoughts  on  the 
Education  of  Daughters,  with  Re¬ 
flections  on  Female  Conduct  in  the 
more  important  Duties  of  Life, 
1787,”  12mo.  2.  44  The  Rights  of 
Man,  1791,”  8vo,  againlt  Mr* 
Burke  on  the  French  Revolution  ; 
of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  which 
(he  gave  an  44  Historical  and  Moral 
View”  in  1794,  only  one  volume 
being  published.  3.  44  Elements 
of  Morality  for  the  Ufe  of  Chil¬ 
dren  ;  translated  from  the  German 
of  Sultzman,  1791,”  3  vols.  12mo. 
4.  44  A  Vindication  of  the  Rights 

of  Woman,  with  Strictures  on  Mo¬ 
ral  and  Political  Subjedts,  1792.” 
8vo.  5.  44  Letters  written  during  a 
Short  residence  in  Sweden,  Norway, 
and  Denmark,  1796,”  8vo.  Her 
manners  were  gentle,  eafy,  and 
elegant;  her  converfation  intelli¬ 
gent  and  amufing,  without  the 
leaSt  trait  of  _  literary  pride,  or  the 
apparent  confcioufnefs  of  powers 
above  the  level  of  her  Sex  ;  and  for 
foundnefs  of  understanding,  and 
fenSibility  of  heart,  She  was,  per¬ 
haps,  rarely  equalled.  Her  practi¬ 
cal  Skill  in  education  was  even  fu- 
perior  to  her  fpeculations  upon 
that  fubjedt;  nor  is  it  poilible  to 
exprefs  the  misfortune  fu Stained, 
in  that  refpedt,  by  her  children. 


OCTOBER. 

1ft.  As  fome  mafons  were  dig¬ 
ging  in  tl?e  CaStle  of  Stirling,  in  a 
garden  adjacent  to  the  magazine, 
they  Struck  upon  a  human  Skeleton, 
about  eight  yards  distance  from  the 
window  where  the  Earl  of  Douglas 
was  thrown  over  after  he  was  Stab¬ 
bed  by  Ring  James  II.  It  is  thought, 
and  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  it 
is  his  remains,  as  it  is  certain  he 
D  was 


50  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


was  buried  in  the  garden,  and  but 
a  little  diftanc©  from  the  clofet- 
window.  The  bones  were  entire, 
and,  from  the  place  where  the  fkull 
was  lying  to  the  down  eiad  of  the 
thank  -  bone,  meafured  about  fix 
feet.  They  were  carefully  gathered 
up,  put  into  a  box,  and  depofited 
nearly  where  they  were  found. 

3d.  The  Bank  of  England  called 
in  the  ftamped  dollars. 

China .  An  infurreifion  of  a  fe- 
rious  nature  has  lately  been  foment¬ 
ed  in  feveral  of  the  provinces,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  that  of  Hou-quang, 
which  has  confiderably  advanced 
the  price  of  cotton,  the  princi¬ 
pal  commodity  of  that  province. 
The  caufe  of  thefe  difturbances 
is  aferibed  to  the  Emperor  Kien 
Long  having  abdicated  his  throne, 
at  the  age  of  eighty -feven,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Ka  Hing,  his  fifteenth  fon. 
Inftead,  however,  of  retiring,  like 
Charles  V.  into  folitude,  and  re¬ 
nouncing  altogether  the  care  of 
government,  the  aged  Emperor 
ftill  manifefted  an  inclination  to 
dabble  in  ftate  affairs.  In  this  he 
was  feconded  by  Co  Law,  an  an¬ 
cient  mandarin.  Jealouftes  had  then 
arifen  between  the  old  and  new 
minifters,  which  have  fpread  like 
wildfire  through  the  provinces,  the 
Mandarins  tiding,  as  intereft  or  at¬ 
tachment  predominated.,  with  the 
leading  parties  at  court. 

6th.  Mr.  Emitter,  of  Dean-flreet, 
Soho,  fhot  himfelf  through  the  head 
with  a  piftol.  Previoufly  to  com¬ 
mitting  this  rath  aft,  he  called  for 
a  glafs  of  wine  and  water,  and  had 
a  fecond  piftol  grafped  in  his  hand 
to  complete  his  death.  He  furviv- 
ed  the  fatal  fhot  a  few  minutes. 
Mr.  Foot,  and  other  gentlemen  of 
the  faculty  were  called  in,  but  their 
afftftance  was  u folds.  No  caufe 


has  yet  been  afligned  for  this  fhocfc.- 
ing  tranfadtion.  Mr.  Bruifter  was 
a  bachelor,  and  led  a  very  folitary 
life.  He  was  a  man  of  excellent 
character,  and  much  efteemed  a- 
mong  his  friends,  but  of  a  gloomy 
difpofition.  He  was  very  infirm, 
and  had  juft  recovered  from  a  fe- 
vere  illnefs.  The  property  he  has. 
left  is  immenfe. 

9th.  A  general  mutiny  broke  out 
on  board  the  Britifh  fleet  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  which  terminated 
on  the  12th,  in  confequence  of  a 
communication  that  the  demands 
of  the  feamen  at  Spithead  had  been 
complied  with. 

The  American  newfpapers  down 
to  the  11th,  bring  intelligence  of 
the  horrid  ravages  lately  made  by 
the  yellow  fever  in  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  New  Providence,  &c. 
&c.  The  returns  daily  made  of 
the  burials,  amounted,  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  in  the  month  ending  with 
September,  to  590  adults,  and  up¬ 
wards  of  SOO  children.  In  Balti¬ 
more  the  numbers  were  much  fm  ab¬ 
ler ;  but  many  had  fallen  victims  to 
the  diforder  both  there  and  in 
Rhode  Illand.  Mr.  Bedford,  the 
governor  of  the  Delaware,  is  dead 
with  the  fever.  We  are  happy, 
however,  to  ftate,  that  the  approach 
of  cold  weather  had  confiderably 
abated  the  ravages  of  the  diforder ; 
the  returns  of  the  burials  decreafmg 
daily. 

Italy.  12th.  General  Buonaparte- 
has  written  a  flattering  letter  to  the 
Archbifhop  of  Genoa,  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  the  paftoral  letter  ad- 
drefled  by  that  prelate  to  his  clergy. 
It  is  to  this  purport :  — 

“  Citizen,  When  I  received  and 
perufed  your  paftoral  letter,  I 
thought  I  was  reading  an  epiftle 
from  one  of  the  twelve  apoftles. 

S  uch 
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Such  certainly  was  the  language  of 
St.  Paul.  Plow  refpeftable  does  re¬ 
ligion  appear  when  ferved  by  mi- 
niders  like  you  !  Whence  is  it 
that  prieds  are  in  general  actuated 
by  another  fpirit?  Jefus  Chrift 
fought  to  convince  by  evidence, 
and  laid  down  his  life  rather  than 
enforce  the  reception  of  his  doc¬ 
trine.  Wicked,  prieds  preach  re¬ 
volution  and  bloodihed,  and  fell 
the  poor  flocks  like  Judas.  I  hope 
foon  to  come  to  Genoa,  when  it 
will  be  a  great  pleafure  to  me  to 
converfe  with  you.  A  bifliop  like 
Fenelon,  or  the  Archbifliop  of  Mi¬ 
lan,  Ravenna,  and  Genoa,  gives 
new  vigour  to  religion  *  fince  he 
not  only  preaches,  but  pradtifes 
virtue.  A  good  bifhop  is  the  moft 
precious  gift  which  Heaven  can 
bellow  on  a  city  or  a  country.” 

Carrickfergus .  14.  The  inhabitants 
of  this  town,  men,  women,  and 
children,  quitted  the  place  this  day, 
rather  than  be  prefent  at  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  their  haplefs  countryman, 
Mr.  Orr.  Some  removed  to  the 
diftance  of  many  miles ; — fcarce  a 
fentence  was  intercharged  during 
the  day,  and  every  face  prefented 
a  pidture  of  the  deepeft  melancho¬ 
ly,  horror,  and  indignation.  The 
military  who  attended  the  execu¬ 
tion  confifted  of  feveral  thoufand 
men,  horfe  and  foot,  with  cannon, 
and  a  company  of  artillery-*- the 
whole  forming  a  hollow  fquare. 
To  thefe  Mr.  Orr  read  his  dying 
declaration,  in  a  clear,  ftrong,  man¬ 
ly  tone  of  voice.  He  was  a  diflen- 
ter.  His  lad  accents  articulated 
the  hope  that  Ireland  would  foon 
be  emancipated.  The  following 
is  the  dying  declaration  of  Mr.  Orr, 
of  Ferranchane,  in  the  county  of 
Antrim,  farmer,  above  alluded  to : 

“  Mv  friends  and  countrymen, 

H  In  the  thirty- Arfc  year  of  mv 


life  I  have  been  fentenced  to  die 
upon  the  gallotVs,  and  this  fentence 
has  been  in  purfuance  of  a  verdiff 
of  twelve  men,  who  fhould  have 
been  indifferently  and  impartially 
chofen.  Plow  far  they  have  been 
to*  I  leave  to  that  country  from 
\vhich  they  have  been  chofen  to 
determine  ;  and  how  far  they  have 
difeharged  their  duty,  I  leave  to 
their  God  and  to  themfelves.  They 
have,  in  pronouncing  their  verdift, 
thought  proper  to  recommend  me 
as  an  objedl  of  humane  mercy.  In 
return,  I  pray  to  God,  if  they  have- 
erred,  to  have  mercy  upon  them. 
The  judge  who  condemned  me,  hu¬ 
manely  filed  tears  in  uttering  my 
fentence ;  but  whether  he  did  wife¬ 
ly  in ,  fo  highly  commending  the 
wretched  informer  who  fwore  away 
my  life,  I  leave  to  his  own  cool  re-' 
fleHion  ;  folemnly  alluring  him  and 
all  the  world,  with  my  dying  breath* 
that  the  informer  was  forfworn. 
The  law  under  which  I  fuffer  is 
Purely  a  fevere  one  !  May  the  ma¬ 
kers  and  promoters  of  it  be  j  unifi¬ 
ed  in  the  integrity  of  their  motives 
and  the  purity  of  their  own.  lives  ! 
By  that  law  I  am  damped  a  felon* 
but  my  heart  difdains  the  imputa¬ 
tion.  My  comfortable  lot  and  in- 
dudrious  courfe  of  life  bell  refute 
the  charge  of  being  an  adventurer 
for  plunder ;  but  if  to  have  loved 
my  country",  to  have  known  its 
wrongs,  to  have  felt  the  injuries  of 
the  perfecuted  catholics,  and  to 
have  united  with  them  and  all 
other  religious  perfuaflons  in  the 
moil  orderly  and  lead  fanguihary 
means  of  procuring  redrefs ;  if 
thofe  be  felonies  I  am  a  felon,  but 
not  otherwife.  Had  my  counlei 
(for  whofe  honourable  exertions  I 
am  indebted)  prevailed  in  their 
motion  to  have  me  tried  for  high 
treafon,  rather  than  under  the  in 
D  2  furred!  ion* 
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furreftion-law,  I  fhould  have  been 
entitled  then  tq  full  defence,  and 
my  actions  have  been  better  vindi¬ 
cated  ;  but  that  was  refufed,  and 
I  muff  now  fubmit  to  what  has 
pafled.  To  the  generous  protection 
of  my  country  I  leave  a  beloved 
wife,  who  has  been  conffant  and 
true  to  me,  and  whofe  grief  for  my 
fate  has  already  nearly  occaiioned 
her  death,  I  leave  five  loving  chil¬ 
dren,  who  have  been  my  delight ; 
may  they  love  their  country  as  I 
have  done,  and  die  for  it,  if  need¬ 
ful.  Laflly,  a  falfe  and  ungenerous 
publication  having  appeared  in  a 
newfpaper,  flating  certain  alleged 
confeffions  of  guilt  on  my  part, 
and  thus  firiking  at  my  reputation, 
which  is  dearer  to  me  than  life,  I 
take  this  folemn  method  of  contra¬ 
dicting  the  calumny.  I  was  applied 
to  by  -the-  high  fherilf  and  the  Rev. 
William  Briftow,  fovereign  of  Bel- 
fafl*  to  make  a  confeflion  of  guilt ; 
who  ufed  intreaties  to  that  effedt. 
This  I  peremptorily  refufed:  if  I 
thought  myfelf  guilty  I  fhould  be 
free  to  confefs  it ;  but,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  I  glory  in  my  innocence.  I 
trull  that  all  my  virtuous  country¬ 
men  will  bear  me  in  their  kind  re¬ 
membrance,  and  continue  true  and 
faithful  to  each  other,  as  I  have  been 
to  all  of  them.  With  this  lafl  wifli 
of  my  heart,  nothing  doubting  of 
the  fuccefs  of  that  caufe  for  which 
I  fuffer,  and  hoping  for  God’s  mer¬ 
ciful  forgivenefs  of  fuch  offences  as 
my  frail  nature  may  have  at  any 
time  betrayed  me  into,  I  die  in 
peace  and  charity  with  all  mankind. 

44  William  Orr.” 
Carrickfergns  Gaol ,  Oft.  5,  1797. 

Scotland.  Several  diflurbances  of 
a  mofl  alarming  nature  took  place 
in  this  part  of  the  united  kingdom 
in  Augufl  and  September  lafl,  on 
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the  ballot  for  a  Supplementary  mili¬ 
tia.  The  Highlanders,  totally  mis¬ 
conceiving  the  intention  of  the  le- 
giflature,  imagined  they  were  to  be 
trepanned  to  expatriation,  and  in 
one  or  two  inflances  (at  Tranent 
particularly)  refilled  even  unto 
death.  But  no  fooner  was  the  law 
explained  to  them,  than,  highly 
their  credit,  the  mofl  complete  Sub¬ 
ordination  and  Satisfaction  took 
place. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk’s  im¬ 
provements  at  Arundel  Caflle  (on 
which  he  has  expended  200,0001.) 
are  in  the  Saxon  flyle.  This  mag¬ 
nificent  pile  of  buildings  is  200 
feet  each  way;  and  the  front,  or 
ground-floor,  is  entirely  of  Stone, 
the  fecond  of  mahogany,  the  third 
of  oak,  and  the  fourth  of  deal. 
The  repairs  and  improvements  of 
this  ancient  Gothic  flrudlure  are 
magnificent  and  expenfive ;  but  the. 
public  do  not  know  the  clrcum- 
flances  that  have  made  them  fo. 
The  ground-rents  of  that  part  of 
the  Norfolk  eftate  on  which  ftand 
Norfolk  and  Arundel-flreets,  in 
the  Strand,  were  anciently  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  repairing  and  im¬ 
proving  of  Arundel-Caffle,  and  to 
be  ufed  for  no  other  purpofe.  The 
Norfolk  family  have  long  wifhed 
to  fet  afide  this  abfurd  difpofition 
and  thofe  rents  had  not  been  drawn 
for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  when 
the  prefent  Duke  called  for  them. 
They  had  then  accumulated  to  a 
very  large  amount;  but  the  parties 
refufed  to  pay  them,  unlefs  it  were 
to  defray  the  expence  of  repairing 
and  improving  Arundel- Caflle. 
The  Duke,  finding  it  impofiible 
to  obtain  them  ior  any  other  pur¬ 
pofe,  gave  orders  for  fuch  altera¬ 
tions  in  the  building  as  would  a- 
mount  to  the  turn  due  y  and  it  is 

no'vf 
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.now  fitting  up  in  the  molt  coftly 
and  magnificent  ftyle.  The  floors 
are  all  to  be  of  mahogany;  and 
gilding,  and  all  forts  of  expenfive 
decorations,  are  to  be  added. 

13  th.  Sir  B.  Hammet  was  fined 
the  fnm  of  one  thoufand  pounds, 
for  declining  to  ferve  the  office  of 
Lord  Mayor,  to  which  he  had  been 
elected. 

30th.  His  Majefty  fet  out  from 
town  with  an  intention  of  review¬ 
ing  the  North-Sea  fleet,  and  the 
Dutch  prizes  at  the  Nore  ;  but  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  tempefluoufnefs  of  the 
weather,  was,  after  having  gone 
fome  way,  obliged  to  return,  with¬ 
out  having  effected  his  purpofe. 

. . -  ■■■  -  - - — — - - - 

NOVEMBER. 

3d.  Lafi:  night,  about  eight 
o’clock,  a  fire  broke  out  at  Mr. 
Bennifon’s  umbrella  manufactory, 
adjoining  Windmill  -  ftreet,  Finf- 
bury-fquare,  which  it  entirely  con- 
fumed  ;  it  communicated  to  a  final! 
houfe  in  an  adjoining  court,  in 
which  were  only  four  houfes  ;  but, 
by  the  exertions  of  the  fire-men, 
was  prevented  from  fpreading,  tho5 
not  without  the  deft ruCtion  of  a 
great  part  of  the  furniture  of  the 
poor  inhabitants. 

Louvain.  Our  univerfity,  which 
had  exifled  nearly  400  years,  and 
which  formerly  enjoyed  much  re¬ 
putation  in  the  literary  world,  has 
been  deftroyed  by  an  order  of  the 
department  of  the  Dyle.  It  mull 
be  admitted  that  it  deferved  its 
fate.  It  was  the  principal  afylum 
in  the  Netherlands  of  fanaticifm, 
and  of  thofe  principles  which  were 
moll  oppofite  to  the  new  regimen. 
Ignorance  is  in  fome  places  the  na¬ 
tural  production  of  the  country; 


but  at  Louvain  it  appears  that  it 
was  cultivated  with  care.  None  of 
the  valuable  appendages  to  the 
univerfity,  ,as  the  library,  phyiie- 
garden,  &c.  have,  however,  been 
deftroyed. 

The  prefent  Emprefs  of  Ruffin 
has  purchafed  the  palace  of  Prince 
Dolgorucki,  at  St.  Peterfburg,  and 
converted  it  into  a  college  for 
teaching  the  art  of  midwifery. 
Twenty  poor  women  of  good  cha¬ 
racter  are  to  be  inftruCted  and  con¬ 
tinually  fupported  by  her  Majes¬ 
ty's  private  purfe,  and  occafionally 
diflributed  over  the  provinces. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Ruffia  accompanied  the 
infignia  of  the  order  of  St.  Alex¬ 
ander  Nefsky,  with  which  Lord 
Duncan  has  lately  been  invefted  ; 

“  Peterhoff,  July  19th,  1797. 
u  Admiral  Duncan, 

<4  In  confideration  of  the  talents 
which  you  have  difplayed  during 
your  military  career,  the  honour¬ 
able  and  diftinguifhed  manner  in 
which  you  acquitted  yourfelf  in  the 
command  which  you  had  over  my 
fquadron,  deftined  to  combat,  con¬ 
jointly  with  yours,  the  enemies  of 
your  country,  and  the  zeal  which 
you  have  manifefted  for  the  well¬ 
being  of  my  fubje&s,  as  well  offi¬ 
cers  as  feamen,  I  have  created  you 
Chevalier  of  my  Imperial  Order  of  St. 
Alexander  Nefsky,  the  infignia  of 
which  accompany  this  for  your  in- 
veftiture. — I  flatter  myfelf  that  the 
juftice  which  I  now  render  you  will 
be  received  by  you  as  a  ftriking 
proof  of  my  high  confideration  and 
good  wifhes.—  I  pray  God  to  have 
you  in  his  holy  and  particular  keep¬ 
ing,  (Signed) 

“  Paui,..5’ 

8th.  This  morning  Richard  Bar¬ 
ber  for  forgery,  and  John  Bryant  for 

a  rape, 
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a  rape,  were  executed  before  New¬ 


gate.  Soon  after  they  were  cut 
down,  an  extraordinary  occurrence 
took  place.  Between  nine  and  ten 
o’clock  a  hackney-coach  drew  up 
to  the  prifon  door,  in  order  to  con¬ 
vey  away  the  body  of  Bryant ; 
which  being  brought  out,  a  violent 
altercation  took  place  between  two 
parties  among  the  crowd,  each 
•headed  by  a  woman,  as  to  which 
was  belt  entitled  to  the  poffieffion 
of  the  corpfe.  Upon  the  body 
being  brought'  into  the  ftreet,  the 
two  contending  parties  feized  hold 
of  it,  fome  dragging  it  by  the  legs, 
and  others  by  the  head  and  arms  ; 
but  all  contributed  to  prevent  its 
fall  to  the  ground.  After  an  ob- 
ftinate  conteft  for  near  half  an  hour, 
the  body  was  carried  into  Giltfpur- 
ftreet,  where,  being  put  into.a  coach, 
it  was  driven  off.  The  populace 
then  difperfed. 

]2th.  A  melancholy  accident 
happened  in  the  French  prifon  at 
Stapleton,  near  Briftol.  The  pri- 
foners  being  very  riotous  and  dis¬ 
orderly,  one  of  the  centinels,  ap¬ 
prehending  that  fome  of  them  were 
attempting  to  break  out,  fired  his 
piece,  and  unfortunately  fnot  one 
of  his  companions  through  the 
body ;  in  confequence  of  which  he 
died  in  a  very  few  minutes. 

An  Atheiftical  Society  has  late¬ 
ly  been  formed  in  Paris,  as  their 
own  papers  ftate,  called  Les  Hommes 
Jam  Bleu ,  u  The  Men  without  a 
God.”  Their  foie  homage  is  paid 
to  Virtue.  They  renounce  all 
obedience  to  prieffs  and  magxf- 
trates  :  they  are  to  be  men  of 
blamelefs  lives,  and  not  lefs  than 
fifty  years  of  age.  If  a  civil  war 
fhould  break  out,  they  are  to  ad- 
monifh  the  combatants,  armed  only 
with  the  Book  of  Virtue,  If  per- 


fecuted,  they  are  to  retire  to  their 
church-yards,  and  there,  wrapped 
in  their  clokes,  to  meet  their  fate  ! 
—Where  will  this  combination  of 
rnadnefs  and  folly  terminate  its 
career  \ 

Died.  2d.  At  Norwich,  in  his 
hfty-feventh  year,  the  Rev.  William 
Enfield,  LL.  D.  paftor  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  of  Proteftant  Diffenters 
meeting  in  the  chapel  there,  ori¬ 
ginally  ere  died  for  Dr.  Taylor,  and 
formerly  lecturer  in  the  belles  lettres 
at  the  academy  at  Warrington, 
'To  the  public  he  was  well  known 
by  his  many  ingenious  and  ufeful 
writings,  which  entitled  him  to  a 
refpedtable  rank  in  the  literary 
world. 

10th.  About  nine  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  of  a  dropfy,  at  his  new 
palace  of  Sans  Souci ,  near  Potfdam  ; 
his  P ruffian  Majefty,  Frederic  Wil¬ 
liam  the  Second.  Since  his  return 
from  Pyrmont,  the  principal  phy- 
ficians  defpaired  of  his  recovery ; 
yet  the  king  enjoyed  fo  ftrong  a. 
conftitution,  that  his  firft  illnefs 
was  that  of  which  he  died.  His 
-Majefty  was  born  September  25th, 
1744;  had  reigned  eleven  years; 
and  is  fucceeded  by  his  fon,  Fre¬ 
deric  William,  born  Auguft  3d, 
1770.  In  whatever  light  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  this  monarch  is  to  be 
viewed,  it  will  appear  not  altoge¬ 
ther  problematical.  The  ambition 
of  the  houfe  of  Brandenburgh  ac¬ 
tuated  him,  as  it  had  done  his  pre- 
decelTors  ;  and  the  meafures  he 
took  to  gratify  it,  whether  by  the 
partition  of  Poland,  the  treaty  of 
Pilnitz,  or  the  feparate  peace  with 
the  French  republic,  will,  in  the 
eftimation  of  impartial  judges,  be 
deemed  alike  unworthy.  His  fa¬ 
vourite  miftrefs  was,  on  the  accef- 
fton  of  his  fucceffor,  immediately 
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apprehended,  and  committed  to 
clofe  cuftody  for  life. 


DECEMBER. 

lft.  Mr.  Fox  prefented  to  the 
King,  at  the  levee,  a  petition,  from 
near  five  thoufand  freeholders  of 
the  county  of  Down,  in  Ireland, 
complaining  of  the  hardfhips  which 
that  county  at  prefent  labours  un¬ 
der,  and  praying  for  a  redrefs  of 
grievances. 

2nd.  Gold  feven  fhilling  pieces 
were  ordered  to  be  received  as  the 
current  coin  of  the  kingdom. 

5 th.  T he  Dubli  n  papers  brought 
intelligence  that  Hugh  Wheatley, 
one  ihe  perfons  brought  for¬ 
ward  b  v  the  crown  againft  Mr.  Orr, 
lately  executed  in  Ireland,  had  con- 
fefied  that  he  had  been  guilty  of 
perjury  and  murder. 

The  late  thick  fogs  have  not  only 
been  prevalent  among  us,  but  in 
-various  other  places.  We  have  a 
private  account  of  a  moft  furprifing 
one  felt  in  Paris.  The  whole  city 
appeared,  as  it  were,  enveloped  in 
a  cloud  of  foetid  emanations,  and 
acid  fu  Iphureous  matters,  which  af¬ 
fected  both  the  frnell  and  the  fight, 
and  scarcely  left  in  the  atmofphere 
vital  air  enough  for  a  painful  re- 
fpiration ;  infomuch  that  chymifts 
are  now  employed  in  analyfing  thefe 
phenomena.  At  four  o’clock,  the 
mill  was  fo  powerful  as  to  intercept 
all  the  rays  of  light  beyond  a  few 
paces ;  and  foon  afterwards  became 
fo  thick  as  aim  oft  to  extinguifh  the 
torches  which  people  were  obliged 
to  carry  in  the  ftreets.  It  was  ele¬ 
ven  o’clock  at  night  before  the 
cold  had  power  enough  to  condenfe 
the  vapid  air,  or  precipitate  the 
toggy  particles  with  which  it  was 


impregnated.  Many  accidenf?$ 
happened  by  the  overturning  of 
carriages,  &c.  Some  paftengers  fell 
into  the  water.  The  thieves  were 
particularly  acftive  a-midft  the  gene¬ 
ral  coiifufion.  b 

Staff or  djhire,  The  fnow  was 
nearly  general  in  this  county, 
from  the  eaft  ■:  it  is  deep  on  moft 
of  the  roads  from  Norfolk  and  Lei- 
cefterfiiire,  quite  acrofs  the  king¬ 
dom  to  Chefter  and  Lancafter.  la 
fome  places  upwards  of  two  feet 
deep :  a  -rare  cir-cumftance  fo  early 
in  the  feafon. 

12th.  That  part  of  the  water¬ 
works  at  Shadwell,  in  which  Me  firs. 
Bolton’s  fte  am -engine  was  erected 
in  1774',  over  the  well,  was  in  one 
hour  and  a  half  burnt  to  the  ground. 
This  engine’s  power  of  railing  wa-  # 
ter  was  at  the  rate  of  903  gallons 
in  a  minute,  which  is  54,180  gal¬ 
lons  in  .an  hour,  and  758,520  gal¬ 
lons,  or  2853  tons  152  gallons  in  a 
day  of  fourteen  hours,  the  ufual 
time  of  working  it.  It  fnpplies 
a  diftrift  of  near  8000  houfes,  be- 
fides  public  buildings,  extending 
from  the  Tower  to  Limehoufe- 
bridge,  and  from  Whitechapel  to 
the  Thames.. 

Dublin .  12th.  Yefterday  intelli¬ 
gence  was  received  in  town  of  the 
death  of  Colonel  Fitzgerald,  who 
was  lately  guilty  of  a  moft  fhame- 
ful  and  difhonmirable  aft  in  the 
family  of  the  prefent  Earl  of  King- 
fton,  by  feducing  a  daughter  of  that 
much  refpefted  nobleman,  to  whom 
he  was  allied,  and  in  whofe  family 
he  had  been  a  conftant  vifitor.  He 
met  with  his  death  in  the  following 
manner:  After  the  difcovery  of  this 
unfortunate  criminal  intercourse, 
which  occurred  in  England,  and 
in  confequence  of  which  a  duel 
had  taken  place  between  the  bro¬ 
il)  4  ther 
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ther  of  the  young  lady  (who  is  now 
Lord  Kmgfborough)  and  the  de¬ 
ceafed  Colonel  Fitzgerald,  die  was 

removed  to  the  countrvrefidence  of 

* 

her  noble  father,  now  the  Earl  of 
Kingfton,  at  Mitchelftown,  near 
Kilworth,  in  this  kingdom.  The 
deceafed,  feeling  no  remorfe  for 
what  he  had  done,  in  difhonouring, 
by  the  moft  artful  ftratagems,  an 
illuftrious  family,  had  the  audacity 
and  perfeverance  to  followtheyoung 
lady  to  Ireland  (it  is  fuppofed,  with 
a  view  to  wreft  lier  by  violence 
from  her  parents)  and  took  a  lodging 
at  an  inn  in  Kilworth.  The  Co¬ 
lonel  had  been  there  fome  days,  be¬ 
fore  his  arrival  at  Kilworth  was 
known,  or  the  objedt  of  his  expe- 
di  ion  was  difeovered.  He  was 
obferved  to  walk  out  in  the 
night,  and  conceal  himfelf  in  the 
day  ;  and  the  fervanis  at  length  no¬ 
ticed  him  lurking  about  Mitchelf- 
town-houfe  at  unfeafonable  hours. 
The  intelligence  having  reached 
Lord  Kingiborough,  who  had  had 
the  duel  with  the  Colonel,  and  re- 
folved  to  defeat  his  antagonift’s  pro¬ 
ject,  he  left  his  father’s  houfe,  and 
went  to  Kilworth,  where,  having 
enquired  if  that  gentleman  was  in 
the  houfe,  and  being  informed  he 
was,  he  went  to  the  apartment 
as  directed,  in  which  the  Colo¬ 
nel  lodged.  Lord  Kingiborough 
rapped  at  the  door,  requiring  ad¬ 
mittance;  the  other,  knowing  his 
voice,  replied  that  he  was  locked 
in,  and  could  not  open  the  door  ; 
but  if  he  had  any  thing  to  fay  to 
bib-,  he  would  receive  it  in  writ¬ 
ing  under  the  door.  This  enraged 
the  young  nobleman,  and  he  forced 
open  the  door,  and  running  to  a 
cafe  of  piftols  in  the  room,  took 
pne,  and  defined  the  Colonel  to  take 
the  other  and  defend  himfelf,  as 

V 


he  was  refolved  to  have  fatisfadtion 
for  the  fcheme  the  deceafed  had 
formed  a  gain  ft  his  filler,  and  which 
he  came  to  this  place  to  put  in  ex¬ 
ecution.  On  both  feizing  the  pif- 
tols,  they  grappled  with  each  other, 
and  were  ftruggling,  when  the  Earl 
of  Kingfton,  who  had  been  apprifed 
of  his  fon’s  departure  in  purfuit  of 
the  Colonel,  and  quickly  followed 
the  young  lord,  entered  the  room, 
and  finding  them  in  the  conteft, 
and  that  his  fon  mull  lofe  his  life 
from  the  fituaticn  the  deceafed  had 
him  in,  the  Earl  fired  upon  the 
Colonel,  not  we  believe  with  an 
intent  to  kill  him,  though  his  ag¬ 
gravation  was  great ;  but  the  fhot 
however  took  effeff,  and  the  Co¬ 
lonel  loft  his  life,  not  lamented 
by  any  one  who  has  heard  of  his 
very  difhonourable  conduct  in  t hn 

J 

affair.  When  Mifs  King  was  taken 
by  her  father  from  England,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  her  difgrace,  it  was  rich- 
covered,  on  her  arrival  in  Dublin, 
that  the  fervant-maid  who  accom¬ 
panied  her,  favoured  the  views  of 
the  feducer.  On  her  consequent 
difmiftal  from  the  fervice,  fhe  rc  * 
turned  to  England,  and  was  the 
bearer  of  a  private  letter  to  Co¬ 
lonel  Fitzgerald,  the  contents  of 
which  were,  it  is  faid,  fufficient  to 
induce  the  Colonel,  even  at  the 
riik  of  his  life,  to  make  an  effort 
to  regain  the  young  lady  ;  but  his 
finances  not  enabling  him  to  un¬ 
dertake  the  journey,  he  borrowed 
a  fum  of  money  of  an  amiable  wo¬ 
man,  who  ought  ever  to  have  been 
moft  dear  to  him,  under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  making  a  vifit  to  Dorfet- 
fhire,  Thus  accommodated,  he  fet 
out  for  the  filler  kingdom,  and  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  village  of  Kilworth, 
near  Mit.chelftone,  the  refidence  of 
the  noble  family,  the  place  where 
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fhe  young  lady  was  then  kept,  and 
whofe  conduct  was  then  watched 
with  particular  vigilance. 

Amount  of  armed  ildps  belong¬ 
ing  to  France,  Spain,  and  Holland, 
taken,  burnt,  or  deftroved  by  the 
Englith  fince  the  commencement 
of  the  war : 

VefTels.  Guns. 

Of  74  guns  and  upwards  39  3058 

Two  deckers  under  74  10  630 

Frigates  of- 3 2  guns  and  upwards  46  1798 

Frigates  under  32  guns  18  388 

Sloops,  Corvettes,  &c.  587  2808 

fieft.erdav  morning  Maria  The- 
refa  Phipoe,  for  the  murder  of 
Mary  Cox,  was  executed  be¬ 
fore  the  debtors  door,  Newgate, 
purfuant  to  her  fentence.  She 
behaved  with  proper  decorum;  and 
was  attended  by  a  Roman  Catholic 
prieft.  She  left  a  guinea  for  the 
molt  deferving  debtor  in  the  gaol, 
and  gave  the  fame  fum  to  the  exe¬ 
cutioner.  After  hanging  an  hour 
in  the  view  of  a  great  number  of 
fpectators,  one-third  of  whom  were 
females,  the  body  was  cut  down, 
and  delivered  to  the  furgeons  for 
difteHion.  An  account  of  the  crime 
for  which  fhe  fathered,  will  be  given 
in  the  Appendix. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
return  of  the  numbers  of  fugitive 
perfons  in  England,  which  has  juft 
been  delivered  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland : 

French  clergy  fupported  by 
Government  5000 

Lay-people  ditto,  including 
women  and  children  2950 

Cl  erg  y,  not  fupported  by  Go¬ 
vernment,  as  havingmeans 
in  thernfelves,  or  living  by 
their  induftry,  about  500 

Emigrants,  not  fupported  by 
Government,  as  having 
laved  fome  wrecks  of  their 


fortune,  including  old  peo¬ 
ple, women,  children,  inaid- 
fervants,  &c.  about 
To  which  may  be  added,  in 


3  G0Q 
700 


The  coinage  of  gold  and  fiver 
ft  rice  the  Reiteration  has  been  as 
under : 

Coined  by  Charles  II.  7,524,105 

James  II.  2,691,626 

William  III.  10^511,963 
Anne,  2,691,626 

George  I.  8,725,921 

George  II.  11,966,576 


Total  coinage  from  ] 
1 660  to  17  60,  j 
Coined  in  the  pre-  1 
fent  reign,  J 


44,111,817 

51,073,3 62 


Total  95,185,179 
From  which  fum,  deducting  the 
recoinage,  and  ftappofing,  though 
highly  improbable,  that  full  half 
has  been  illegally  exported  or  ma¬ 
nufactured,  there  ought  ftill  to  re¬ 
main  above  forty  millions  in  cir~ 
culation. 

Sir  Henry  St.  John  MiMmay, 
Baronet,  a  few  days  f  nee,  met  with 
the  following  extraordinary  acci¬ 
dent,  at  his  feat  in  Hampftiire  :  — - 
Returning  from  a  hard  chace  with 
his  vicious  horfe,  Telegraph  (which 
he  bought  of  Lord  Villers  for  600 
guineas)  he  difmounted,  and  told 
his  groom,  he  thought  he  might 
now  venture  to  pat  him ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  put  his  right  hand  to¬ 
wards  his  neck,  when  the  horfe 
inftantly  feized  it  in  his  mouth, 
and  held  it  there  for  more  than  a 
minute,  in  defpite  of  all  the  endea¬ 
vours  of  two  grooms  to  difengage 
it ;  the  confequence  was,  that  Sir 
Henry  was  compelled  to  fuffer  an 
amputation  of  ail  his  fingers,  from 
that  hand,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 

During 
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During  the  lafr  feafon  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fliips  palled  the  Sound, 
viz.  2405  Englilh,  2017  Danes, 
2389  Swedes,  2103  Pruffians,  172 
Papenburghers,  47  Hamburghers, 

1 07  Oldenburghers,  1 39  Bremeners, 
191  RoRockers,  37  Lubeckers, 
2  Courlanders,  81  Americans,  and 
SI  Portuguefe. 

12th.  Died,  at  his  houfe  in 
TVorfolk-Rreet,  Strand,  Richard 
Brockleibv,  Efq.  M.  D.  Fellow  of 
the  College  of  Phyficians  and  of  the 
Royal  Society,  and  one  of  theoldeR 
phyficians  on  the  Staff  of  the  army. 
14e  was  highly  e deemed  and  re- 
fpedted  as  a  learned  and  able  phy- 
iician,  and  as  a  truly  benevolent 
and  honeft  man.  Dr.  Brockielby 
itudied  and  took  the  degree  of 
jVf.  D.  at  Leyden,  where  he  proba¬ 
bly  formed  that  friendfhip  with  the 
late  Mr.  Wilkes  which  continued 
to  their  lives  end  ;  and  he  attended 
him  in  confequeilce  of  his  duel 
with  Mr.  Martin,  1763.  Prepara¬ 
tory  to  his  degree,  he  read,  and  af¬ 
terwards  printed,  at  Leyden,  1745, 
4tO,  u  Differ  taiio  inaugur  aiis ,  de  Sa¬ 
liva  fa?id  et  m  orb  of  a.”  His  next  pub¬ 
lication  was,  “  An  Effay  concern¬ 
ing  the  Mortality  of  Horned  Cattle, 
London,  1746. 55  He  was  alfo  the 
■author  of  feveral  papers  in  the 
Philofophical  Tranfadtions.  The 
Doctor  had  one  fon,  who  was  a 
private  pupil  to  Mr.  Wakefield, 
after  he  quitted  the  academy  at 
Hackney. 

26th.  In  Grofvenor  fquare,  in 
his  feventy-firff  year,  John  Wilkes, 
Efq.  F.R.S.  alderman  of  the  ward 
of  Farringdon  Without,  and  cham¬ 
berlain  of  London.  He  was,  in 
early  life,  colonel  of  the  Bucking- 
hamfhire  militia ;  M.  P.  for  Aylef- 
bury,  and  afterwards  for  the  county 
©f  Middlefex ;  eledted  alderman 
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1769;  fheriff  1771;  lord  mayor 
1774 ;  and  chamberlain  1779.  His 
exertions  and  intrepidity  added  le¬ 
gal  fecurity  to  the  liberties  of  Eng¬ 
lishmen.  A  further  account  'of 
this  diftinguifhed  charadter  will 
be  given  in  a  fubfequent  part  of 
the  volume. 


BIRTHS  for  the  Year  1797. 

Jan.  I.  Vifcountefs  Deerhurft,  a 
fon. 

Countefs  of  Aylesford, 
twins,  a  fon  and  a 
daughter. 

16.  Vifcountefs  Galway,  a  fon* 
Vifcountefs  Clifden,  a  fon. 

25.  Lady  Donne,  a  fon. 

Feb.  I.  Lady  Horatio  Seymour, 
a  fon. 

6.  Countefs  of  Guildford,  a 
daughter. 

Lady  Rodney,  a  fon. 

8.  Countefs  of  Beifaft,  a  fon. 

11.  Countefs  Temple,  a  fon. 

26.  The  wife  of  William  Cur¬ 

rie,  Efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 
March  5.  The  wife  of  Alderman 
Coombe,  M.  P.  a  fon. 

12.  Lady  Burges,  Baronefs,  a 

daughter. 

The  wife  of  Alexander 
Allai  dice,  Efq.  M.  P.  for 
Aberdeen,  a  Rill -born 
male  child. 

20.  The  wife  of  Colonel  Gra¬ 
ham,  a  fon. 

23.  Countefs  of  Mount  Edge- 
cumbe,  a  fon. 

April  3.  The  lady  of  the  Bifhop  of 
St.  David,  a  daughter. 

11.  Lady  Amelia  Gamon,  a 
daughter. 

16.  Lady  Carrington,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Lady  Watfon,  a  daughter. 

May  18. 
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May  13.  Countefs  of  Northelk,  a 

daughter. 

15.  Lady  Mulgrave,  a  fon  and 
heir. 


The  wife  of  Edward  Wil- 
braham  Bootle,  Efq.  a 
frill-born  fon. 

17.  The  wife  of  the  Prince 
Maximilian  of  Saxony, 
brother  to  the  Elector, 
a  fon  and  heir. 


1 9.  At  Lifbon,  the  Princefs  of 

Brazil,  a  princefs. 

June  20.  Lady  Napier,  a  fon. 

26.  Coimtefs  of  Caftilts,  a 
daughter. 

July  8.  Lady  Bruce,  a  daughter. 

16.  Lady  Margaret  Maclean,  a 

fon. 

21.  Coimtefs  Hardwick,  a  fon. 
30.  Countefs  of  Plymouth,  a 

daughter. 

Aug.  1.  Lady  Suttle,  a  fon. 

15.  The  wife  of  Edmund  Wig- 
ley,  Efq.  M.  P.  for  Wor- 
eefter,  a  daughter. 

20.  Lady  Sinclair,  a  fon. 

22.  Lady  Elizabeth  Talbot,  a 

daughter. 

Sept.  6.  Lady  Charlotte  Lenox,  a 
fon. 

Vifcountefs  Belgrave,  a 
fon,  who  died  prefently 
after. 

17.  Lady  Elizabeth  Spencer,  a 

daughter. 

o 

18.  Duchefs  of  Manchefter,  a 

daughter. 

Off.  The  Coimtefs  of  Aboyne, 
a  daughter. 

17.  Lady  Mary  Fludyer,  a  fon, 

2 1 .  Lady  Mary  Stopford,  a  fon. 
24.  Countefs  of  Caithnefs,  a 

fon. 

Nov.  1.  The  wife  of  Major  Vefey, 
of  the  83d  regiment,  a 
daughter. 

2.  The  wife  of  Colonel  Glut- 


5.  Lady  Lucy  Bridgeman,  a 
fon. 

Dec.  21.  The  wife  of  Arnold 
Langley,  Efq.  a  daughter. 

24.  The  wife  of  f.  Mansfield, 
Efq.  a  daughter. 

30.  The  wife  of  George  Dal¬ 
las,  Efq.  a  fon. 


MARRIAGES,  1797. 

Jan.  G.  David  Walker,  Efq.  ne¬ 
phew  to  the  late  Gene¬ 
ral  Leflie,  to  Mifs  Ryan, 
lifter  to  Lady  Hales. 

16.  Honourable  Mr.  Dundas, 
fon  of  Lord  Dundas,  to 
Lady  Caroline  Beauclerk, 
daughter  of  the  Duke  of 
St.  Albans. 

$0.  William  Wilberforce,  Efq. 
M,  P.  for  the  county  of 
York,  to  Mifs  Spoonor, 
eldeft  daughter  of  Ifaac 
Spooner,  Efq.  of  Elmdon 
Houfe,  in  the  county  of 
Warwick. 

Feb.  2«  The  Earl  of  Weftmeath, 
to  Lady  Elizabeth  Moore, 
eldeft  daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Drogheda. 

6.  Lord  Vifcount  Montague, 
to  Mifs  Frances  Manby, 
fecond  daughter  of  the 
late  Thomas  Manby,  Efq. 
of  Beads-hall,  Eftex. 

13.  The  Hereditary  Prince  of 
Hefte-Caftel,  to  the  Prin¬ 
cefs  Augufta,  of  Pruftia, 
daughter  of  the  King  of 
Pruftia. 

Colonel  Grofvenor,  M.  P. 
for  Chefter,  and  nephew 
to  Earl  Grofvenor,  to 
Mifs  Heathcote,  ftfter  to 
Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote, 
Baronet. 


ten,  a  foil. 


v 
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14.  Capel  Hanbury,  Efq.  of 
Pontpool-houfe,  in  the 
county  of  Monmouth,  to 
Lady  Mackworth,  of 
Gnoll-caftle,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Glamorgan. 

16.  The  Rev.  Edward  Nares, 
Fellow  of  Merton-collep-e, 
and  voungeft  fon  of  the 
late  Honourable  Juftice 
Sir  George  N ares,  to  Lady 
G  eorgina  Charlotte  Spen¬ 
cer,  third  daughter  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough. 

March  14.  Colonel  Clinton,  eideft 
fon  of  the  late  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  K.  B.  to  the 
Honourable  Louifa  Hol- 
rovd,  youngeft  daughter 
of  Lord  Sheffield. 

19.  Abraham  Spooner,  Efq. 

eideft  fon  of  Ifaac  Spoon¬ 
er,  Efq.  of  Elmdon-houfe, 
in  the  county  of  War¬ 
wick,  to  Mifs  Lillington, 
only  daughter  and  heirefs 
of  Luke  Lillington,  Efq. 
of  Ferriby  Grange,  in  the 
conntv  of  York  ;  whofe 
name  and  arms  he  has 
affumed  by  his  Majefty’s 
royal  licence. 

20.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Efq. 

a m ballade r  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  of  America  to 
the  Court  of  Berlin,  and 
fon  to  John  Adams,  Efq. 
Preftdent  of  the  faid  U- 
niied  States,  to  Mils 
Louifa  johnfon,  fecond 
daughter  of  Joftiua  John¬ 
fon,  Efq.  of  Great  Tower- 
hill. 

April.  Robert  Bernard  Sparrow, 
Efq.  high  fheriff  of  the 
county  of  Armagh,  to  the 
Blonourable  Mils  Ache- 
fom  eideft  daughter  of 
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Lord  Vifcount  Achefon. 
Robert  Carey  Elwes,  Efq. 
of  Roxby-upon-Humber, 
to  the  Honourable  Ca¬ 
roline  Pelham,  fecond 
daughter  of  Lord  Yar^ 
borough. 

May.  1.  The  Earl  of  Derby,  to 
Mifs  Farren,  of  Green- 
ftreet,  Grofvenor-fquare. 

4.  Sir  John  Monroe,  Baronet, 
to  Lady  Charlotte  Mur¬ 
ray,  daughter  of  the  Duke 
of  Athol. 

18.  At  the  chapel  royal,  St. 
james’s,  his  Serene  High- 
nefs,  Frederick  Charles 
William  hereditary  Prince 
of  Wirtemberg,  to  her 
Royal  Highnefs  Charlotte 
Augufta  Matilda,  Princefs 
Royal  of  England. 

23.  The  Rev.  William  Clay, 
fecond  fon  of  the  late 
Richard  Auguftus  Clay, 
Efq.  of  Southwell,  in  the 
county  of  Nottingham, 
to  Lady  Burrell,  relidt  of 
the  late  Sir  William  Bur* 
rell,  Baronet. 

June8.  Captain  Durban,  to  Mifs 
Wilcocks,  of  Norwich. 

8.  Richard  Baker,  Efq.  of 
Orfet-hall,  Effex,  to  Mifs 
Trafford,  of  Denton-hall, 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln. 

Rev.  George  Sandby,  to 
Mifs  Willet,  eideft  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  Willet,  Efq. 

Lord  Trimlellown,  to  Mifs 
Alicia  Euftace,  fecond 
daughter  of  Major  Gene« 
ral  Euftace. 

Sir  Charles  Edwards,  to 
Mifs  Howard,  with  a  for¬ 
tune  of  100,0001.  At  the 
death  of  her  mother  Hie 
’  '  will 
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will  alfo  have  20091.  a 
year,  and  the  beautiful 
feat  at  Rivermead. 

July.  The  Honourable  Colonel 
Robert  Fulke  Greville, 
younger  brother  of  the 
Earl  of  Warwick,  M.  P. 
for  New  Windfor,  and 
equerry  to  his  Majefty, 
to  Louifa,  Countefs  of 
Mansfield,  relidt  of  the 
late  David,  fecond  Earl  of 
Mansfield. 

18.  Rev.  William  Graham, 
M.  A.  of  Mifterton,  in 
the  county  of  Leiceflcr, 
to  Mifs  Cave,  of  Walton. 
This  gentleman’s  firfl 
wife  was  the  celebrated 
Hiftorian,  Mrs.  Macau¬ 
lay,  to  whom  he  was 
married  November  14, 
1778,  and  who  died  June 
23,  1791. 

10.  Thomas  Wedgwood  (ne¬ 
phew  of  the  late  Jotiah 
Wedgwood)  of  Burflem, 
to  Mifs  B.  Smith,  of  Little 
Chell,  in  the  county  of 
Stafford. 

Aug.  3.  Inigo  Freeman  Thomas, 
Efq.  M.  P.  of  Batten- 
Lodge,  Sutfex,  to  Mifs 
Peirfe,  daughter  of  Hen¬ 
ry  Peirfe,  Efq,  of  Be- 
dale,  in  the  county  of 
York. 

Lord  Vifcount  Middleton, 
to  Mifs  Maria  Benyon, 
fecond  daughter  of  the 
late  Richard  Benyon,  Efq. 
of  Engleheld. 

Captain  Baldwin,  to  Mifs 
Preicot,  daughter  of  the 
Governor  in  Chief  of 
Britifh  America. 

Sept.  Thomas  Andrew  Strange, 
Efq.  Recorder  of  Fort  St. 
George,  in  the  Eail  In¬ 


dies,  to  Mifs  Jane  An- 
flruther,  eldefc  daughter 
of  Sir  Robert  Anflruther, 
Bart,  of  Balcaflde. 

Henry  Hamilton,  Efq. 
grandfon  of  Guffavus 
Lord  Vifcount  Boyne, 
and  nephew  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Sackville  Hamil¬ 
ton,  to  Mifs  Campbell, 
daughter  of  Rob.  Camp¬ 
bell,  Efq.  of  Lochgaire- 
houfe,  in  the  county  of 
.  Argyle. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  banker,  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  to  Mifs  Har¬ 
man,  of  Newington. 

21.  Mr.  Jacob  Jones,  of  Finf- 
bury-fquare,  furgeon,  to 
Mifs  Keyfall,  daughter  of 
John  Keyfall  fen.  Efq. 
of  Upper  Gower-ftreet, 
one  of  the  partners  in 
Child’s  banking-houfe. 

23.  Hanover-fquare,  Lord  Grey, 
fon  of  the  Earl  of  Stam¬ 
ford,  to  the  Honourable 
Mifs  Charteris,  daughter 
of  Lord  Elcho. 

Dec.  2.  John  Henry  Campbell, 
Efq.  of  Falmer,  Bucks, 
to  Mifs  Ouvry,  of  Eafl 
A<5ton. 

5.  Honourable  Thomas  Mor¬ 

ton,  eldeft  fon  of  Lord 
Ducie,  to  Lady  Frances 
Herbert,  only  daughter 
of  the -Earl  of  Caernar¬ 
von. 

6.  Charles  Collins,  Efq.  of 

Lincoln’s  Inn,  to  Mifs 
Jane  Forman,  youngeih 
daughter  of  the  late  Rich¬ 
ard  Forman,  Efq.  of  the 
Tower. 

7.  Captain  Charles  Rowley,  of 
the  royal  navy,  brother  to 
Sir  William  Rowley, 
Bart  to  Mifs  Eliza  King, 

y  ciing  eft 
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youngell  daughter  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Sir  Richard  King, 
commander  in  chief  at 
Plymouth. 


PROMOTIONS,  1797. 

Jan.  18.  Countefs-dowagei-  of 
Elgin,  appointed  governefs  to  the 
Princefs  Charlotte. 

James  Talbot,  Efq.  appointed  fe- 
cretarv  of  legation  to  the  Swifs 
Cantons. 

30.  John  Macnamara  Hayes, 
M.  D.  created  a  Baronet. 

Feb.  14.  Right  Reverend  Henry 
Reginald  Courtenay,  bithop  of  Brif- 
toCtranflated  to  the  fee  of  Exeter. 

John  Forbes,  Efq.  appointed  cap¬ 
tain-general  and  governor  in  chief 
of  the  Bahama  I  (lands. 

15.  Right  Honourable  Lloyd 
Lord  Kenyon,  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
of  the  court  of  King’s  Bench,  fworn 
.  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of 
Flint. 

20.  Alexander  Graeme,  Efq. 
George  Keppel,  Efq.  and  Samuel 
Reeve,  Efq.  Rear  Admirals  of  the 
White,  to  be  Rear  Admirals  of  the 
Red.  —  Andrew  Mitchell,  Efq. 
Charles  Chamberlayne,  Efq.  Peter 
Rainier,  Efq.  Sir  Hugh  Cloberry 
Chriftian,  K.  B.  William  Trufcott, 
Efq.  and  Lord  Hugh  Seymour, 
Rear  Admirals  of  the  Blue,  to  be 
Rear  Admirals  of  the  White.  ~— 
Captains  William  Swiney,  Charles 
Edmund  Nugent,  William  Fooks, 
Charles  Powell  Hamilton,  Edmund 
Dodd,  Horatio  Nelfon,  Thomas 
Lenox  Frederick,  Sir  Geo.  Home, 
Bart,  and  Sir  Charles  Cotton,  Bart, 
to  be  Rear  Admirals  of  the  Blue. 

Sir.  Andrew  Snape  Douglas, 
Kni,  appointed  Colonel  in  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  marine  forces. 

24.  Paul  Pec.hell,  Efq.  of  Paggle- 
fham,  Eflex,  created  a  Baronet. 


GISTEK,  1797. 

March  1.  Thomas  Langford" 
Brooke,  of  Mere,  Efq.  appointed 
Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Chefter. 

John  Raymond  Barker,  of  Fair- 
ford,  Efq.  appointed  Sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Gloucester. 

3.  Robert  Calder,  Efq.  Captain 
in  the  royal  navy,  knighted. 

7 .  Sir  George  Keith  Elphinflone, 
K.  B.  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Blue, 
created  a  Baron  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  by  the  name,  ftyle,  and 
title  of  Baron  Keith,  of  Stonehaven 
Marifchal,  with  remainder  to  the 
heirs  male  of  his  body;  and,  in  de¬ 
fault  of  fuch  iffue  male,  to  Marga¬ 
ret  Mercer  Elphingftone,  only 
daughter  of  the  faid  Sir  George 
Keith  Elphingftone,  and  to  the 
heirs  male  of  her  body. 

27.  Sir  John  Jervis,  K.  B.  Ad¬ 
miral  of  the  Blue,  created  Baron 
Jervis,  of  Medford,  in  the  county 
of  Stafford,  and  Earl  of  St.  Vincent. 

Charles  Thompfoa,  Efq.  Vice 
Admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  William 
Parker,  Efq.  Rear  Admiral  of  the 
Red,  created  Baronets. 

June  2.  Right  Honourable  Rich¬ 
ard  Earl  Howe,  invefted  with  the 
Order  of  the  Garter. 

Charles  Lord  Vifcount  Dillon,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  appointed 
con  liable. 

July  25.  Lord  Vifcount  Caftle- 
reagh,  appointed  Keeper  of  his 
Majefty’s  Signet,  cr  Privy  Seal,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

29.  Frederic  Chriftian  Lentz, 
Efq.  appointed  his  Majefty’s  Con- 
fui  at  Magdebourg  and  Stettin. 

Aug.  2.  Henry  Lawes,  Earl  of 
Carhampt.cn,  appointed  Mailer 
General  of  his  Majefty’s  ordnance 
in  Ireland. 

12.  General  Sir  Charles  Grey, 
K.  B.  appointed  Governor  of  the 
Bland  of  Guernfey,  the  Caftle  of 

Cornet, 
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Cornet,  and  all  other  iflands,  forts, 
and  appurtenances  thereunto  be¬ 
longing. 

Richard  Spiller,  Efq.  appointed 
one  ot  his  Majefty’s  Commiflioners 
of  Excife. 

Rev.  Alexander  Gordon,  ap¬ 
pointed  Chaplain  to  the  garrifon  of 
fort  St.  George,  in  North  Britain. 

.  27.  John  Trevor,  Efq.  fworn  of 
his  Majefty’s  moft  Honourable  Pri¬ 
vy  Council. 

Rear  Admiral  Sir  Horatio  Nel- 
fon,  created  a  Knight  of  the  Bath. 

SO.  Captain  Colin  Macdonald, 
of  the  2d  battalion  of  Royals,  ap¬ 
pointed  Major  of  Brigade  to  the 
forces  ferving  in  Portugal. 

Captain  Lieutenant  Spicer,  of 
the  Royal  Artillery,  appointed  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Governor  of  Fort  Royal, 
in  the  ifland  of  St.  Domingo. 

OH.  4.  General  Sir  Charles 
Grey,  K.  B.  fworn  of  his  Majef¬ 
ty’s  moft  Honourable  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil  ;  and  alfo  took  the  oaths  ap¬ 
pointed  to  be  taken  as  governor  of 
the  itland  of  Guernfey. 

John  Anftruther,  Efq.  knighted. 

7.  W.  Henry  Souper,  Efq.  ap¬ 
pointed  Deputy  Commidary  of 
Mufters  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Sontag, 
appointed  Military  Superintend- 
ant  of  Hofpitals  in  South  Britain. 

9.  Rev.  John  Buckner,  LL."  D. 
recommended,  by  a  conge  d’elire ,  to 
be  eleHed  Biftiop  of  Chichefter. 

10.  James  Earl  of  Lonfdale,  a 
Baron  and  Vifcount  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  by  the  titles  of  Baron  and  Vif- 
eount  Lowther. 

^  Richard  Earl  of  Mornington,  in 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  an  Englilh 
Peer,  by  the  title  of  B0aron  Wellef- 
le}' ;  and  Robert  Baron  Carrington, 
oi  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  the 
Rtle  of  Baron  Carrington. 

ILght  Hon.  Charles  Townfhend, 


H 

created  a  Peer,  by  the  title  of  Ba- 
ron  Bavning ;  Right  Honourable 
James  Grenville,  by  the  title  of 
Baron  Glaftonbury  Right  Hon¬ 
ourable  Ehomas  Orde  Powlett,  by  « 
the  title  of  Baron  Bolton  ;  Right 
Honourable  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot, 
of  Minto,  Baronet,  by  the  title  of 
Baron  of  Minto;— -Sir  John  Wode- 
houfe,  Bart,  by  the  title  of  Baron 
Wodehoufe; —  Sir  John  Rufhout, 
Bart,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Norths 
wick;  Thomas  Powis,  Efq.  by  the 
title  of  Baron  of  Lilford;— Thomas 
Lifter,  Efq.  by  the  title  of  Baron 
Ribbelfdale  ; — James  Drummond, 
Efq.  by  the  title  of  Lord  Perth, 
Baron  Drummond  ; —and  Francis 
Humberftone  Mackenzie,  Efq.  hr 
the  title  of  Lord  Seaforth,  Baron 
Mackenzie. 

14.  Richard  Earl  of  Shannon, 
K.  B.  Right  Honourable  Sir  John 
Parnell,  Bart.  Chancellor  of  his 
Majefty’s  Exchequer  in  Ireland,  the 
Right  Honourable  Thomas  Pel¬ 
ham,  chief  fecretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  or  the  chief 
fecretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
for  the  time  being,  the  Right  Ho¬ 
nourable  John  Monck  Mafon,  the 
Right  Honourable  Lodge  Morres, 
and  Lord  Vifcount  CaftlereagL, 
appointed  Commiflioners  for  exe¬ 
cuting  the  office  of  treafurer  of  his 
Majefty’s  Exchequer  in  Ireland. 

17.  Adam  Duncan,  Efq.  Admi¬ 
ral  of  the  Blue,  created  a  Baron  and 
V  ’{count  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
titles  of  Baron  Duncan,  and  Vif- 
couiyt  Duncan  of  Camper  Down. 

^Richard  Onflow,  Efq.  Vice  Ad¬ 
miral  of  the  Red,  created  a  Baronet. 

Nov.  4.  Francis  Baron  de  Dun- 
ftanville,  created  Baron  Ballet,  of 
Stratton. 

1 4.  Armor  Lowry,  Vifcount  Bel- 
more,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
created  Earl  Belraore,  of  the  coun¬ 
ty 
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ty  of  Fermanagh ; — Henry  Vifcount 
Conyngham,  Vifcount  Mount  Char- 
let,  and  Earl  Conyngham -Francis 
Vifcount  Landaff,  Earl  Landaff,  of 
Tbomaftowri Richard  Holy, Lord 
Donoughmore,  Vifcount  Donough- 
more ;  —  Hugh  Baron  Carleton, 
chief  juftice  of  his  Majefly’s  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  Vifcount  Carle- 
ton  ;  — ■  Margaret  Baronefs  Oriei, 
wife  of  the  Right  Honourable  John 
Fofter,  Vifcountefs  Ferrard,  of  O- 
riel,  and  the  dignity  of  Vifcount 
Ferrard,  of  Oriel  aforefaid;-- James 
Lord  Caledon,  Vifcount  Caledon, 
of  Caledon;  —  Thomas  Vifcount 
C' re  more,  Baron  Cremore;- — Rich¬ 
ard  Lora  Sunderlin,  Baron  Sunder- 
lin,  of  Baronfton;  —  Right  Honour¬ 
able  James  Cuff,  Baron  Tyrawley; 
Charles  Stanley  Monck,  Efq.  Ba¬ 
ron  Monck; —  Mrs.  Grace  Toler, 
wife  of  John  Toler,  Efq.  his  Ma 
jelly’s  folicitor  general  of  Ireland, 
Baronefs  Norwood ;  —  William 
Power  Keating  Trench,  Efq.  Lord 
Kilconnel,  Baron  Kilconnel ;  — > 
Charles  William  Bury,  Efq.  Baron 
Tullymore; — Sir  George  Allanfon 
Winn,  Bart.  Lord  Headlv,  Baron 
Allanfon  and  Winn  ; —  Sir  John 
Shore,  Bart.  Governor  General  of 
India,  Baron  Teignmouth and 
Leonard  Troughear  Holmes,  clerk, 
Baron  Holmes. 

20th.  William  Dowdefwell,  Efq. 
appointed  Captain  General,  and 
Governor  in  Chief  of  the  Bahama 
Iflands,  in  America. 

25.  Thomas  Burke,  John  Jervis 
White  Jervis,  Thomas  Mullins, 
John  Edmond  Browne,  and  Antho¬ 
ny  Brabazon,  Efqrs.  created  Baro¬ 
nets  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

.DEATHS,  1797. 

11.  Jemima  Marchionefs  Grey, 
Baronefs  Lucas.  Pier  ladyfhip  was 
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the  grand-daughter  of  Henry,  laft 
Duke  of  Kent;  daughter  of  John, 
third  Earl  of  Breadalbane,  by  the 
faid  Duke’s  eldeft  daughter  Amabel 
Jemima;  and  widow  of  Philip,  le- 
cond  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  to  whom 
fhe  was  married,  1 7  40,  and  by  whom 
Pie  has  left  two  daughters,  Amabel, 
widow  of  Lord  Pohvarth ;  and  Je¬ 
mima,  widow  of  Lord  Grantham  ; 
to  the  eideR  of  whom  defeend  the 
efcates  belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
Kent,  and  the  title  of  Baronefs 
Lucas.  She  was  born  Oflober 
19th,  1722. 

15th.  In  his  eighty-firft  year,  Sir 
Robert  Burdett,  Baronet,  of  Fore¬ 
mark,  in  the  county  of  Derby  ;  for 
which  county  he  ferved  the  office 
of  IherifF fo  long  ago  as  1738. 

17  th.  Aged  thirty-eight,  Hen¬ 
ry  Pelham,  Efq.  brother  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Thomas  Pelham, 
fecretary  to  the  prefent  Lord-lieu¬ 
tenant -of  Ireland. 

18th.  In  her  thirty-firft  year, 
Elizabeth- Anne  Lady  Rancliffe. 

JofephBuflman,  Efq.  comptroller 
of  the  Chamber  of  the  city  of 
London,  and  Clerk-comptroller  of 
the  Bridge-houfe  eftates. 

In  her  thirty-fecond  year,  Lucy 
Lady  Sheffield,  third  daughter  of 
Thomas  Lord  Pelham,  and  fecond 
wife  of  Lord  Sheffield,  to  whom 
the  was  married  December  26th, 
1794.  His  firft  lady  died  April  3d, 
1793. 

The  Right  Honourable  Hugh 
Mackay,  fixth  Lord  R.eay,  a  peer  of 
Scotland. 

Aged  forty-five,  the  Honourable 
and  Reverend  William  Bromley 
Cadogan. 

10th.  In  his  eighty-fourth  year, 
the  Reverend  Francis  Randolph, 
D.  D.  principal  of  Alban-hall,  in 
that  univerfity. 

Elizabeth,  Countefs  of  Derby, 

only 
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T>tuy  daughter  of  James,  the  eighth 
Duke  of  Hamilton  and  Brandon, 
toy  Elizabeth  his  wife,  afterwards 
Duchefs  of  Argyle  ;  lifter  to  Doug¬ 
las,  the  tenth  and  prefent  Duke  of 
Hamilton,  &c.  and  wife  of  Edward, 
twelfth  Earl  of  Derby.  Her  Lady¬ 
ship  had  completed  her  44th  year 
on  the  26th  of  January  la  ft. 

March  7 th .  Suddenly,  at  Bucking- 
Lam-houfe,  far  advanced  in  years, 
Madame  Sch Welle nb e rgen ,  keeper 
-of  the  robes  to  the  Queen  ;  which 
place  file  had  .enjoyed  ever  lince 
her  Majefty’s  arrival  in  England. 

10th.  In  her  twenty-lixth  year, 
at  the  Hot- wells,  Brifeol,  where  fhe 
went  for  the  recovery'  of  her  health, 
the  Right  Honourable  Lady  Mary 
Milfingtown,  wife  of  Lord  Vifcounl 
Miltingfown. 

William  Cadogan,  M.  D.  phy fe¬ 
ci  an  to  the  army,  and  author  of  an 

EBay  on  the  Nurfing  and  Ma¬ 
nagement  of-Children,  1750,”  8vo^ 

Difeertations  on  the  Gout,  and  all 
'Chronic  Difeafes,”  l8vo  ;  “ O ratio 
annive.rfaria  in  1  licatro  ■Colltgii  Regcdis 
Mediccrun  JjondinevJium ,  ex  II arvari 
znjlitutio  habita  die  VSmo  O  Floo  r  is  ^ 
1764,”  4to ;  another,  1793,  4to. 
He  was  of  Oriel- college,  Ox¬ 
ford  ;  M,  A.  1755,  B.  and  D.  M. 
fame  year. 

27  th.  Sir  David  Lindfay,  Baron¬ 
et,  a  General  in  his  Majefty’s  fer- 
vice,  and  Colonel  of  the  fifty-ninth 
regiment. 

In  his  fifty- fifth  year,  at  his  feat 
at  Hurflbourne-Park,  Hants,  John 
Wallop,  Earl  of  Portsmouth  Vif- 
count  Lymington,  Baron  Wallop, 
of  Over  Wallop,  in  that  county, 
H  i  s  Lord  ill  i p  fu cceeded  hi  s  gran d- 
father,  as  Earl  of  Portfmouth.,  No¬ 
vember  23d,  1 7  62.;  married  Ura¬ 
nia  Fellowes,  youngeff  daugher  of 
the  late  Coulfon  Fellowes,  Efq.  by 
whom  he  had  ifeue  four  -Sons  and 
Vo XXXIX. 
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four  daughters,  of  whom  are  now 
living  John  Charles,  Vifcount  Ly¬ 
mington,  now  Earl  of  Portfmouth  ; 
the  Honourable  Newton  Fellowes* 
of  Eggesford,  in  the  county  of  De¬ 
von,  who  changed  his  name  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  large  property  left 
him  by  his  maternal  uncle,  the 
Honourable  Coulfon  Wallop,  M.  P, 
for  Andover;  and  three  daughters. 

April  29th.  Elizabeth  Ryves,  a 
lady  of  merit  in  the  literary  world. 
She  was  very  well  acquainted  with 
Italian  and  French  literature,  and 
had  made  no  fmall  progrefs  in  the 
daffies.  Her  poetical  competitions 
are  difemguiffied  by  vigour,  tafte, 
and  even  an  air  of  originality.  She 
trandated  from  the  French,  Roufe 
feau’s  Treatife  on  the  Social  Corn- 
pad,  and  many  other  works  of  ac¬ 
knowledged  merit.  Mifs  Ryves 
had  turned  her  attention  to  the  dra¬ 
ma,  and  had  written  a  tragedy  and 
a  comedy:;  the  latter  of  which  was 
fubmitted  to  the  managers  of  Drury - 
lane  theatre  :  and  it  ffiould  be  men¬ 
tioned  to  their  honour,  that,  having 
kept  it  fometime  in  their  poflef- 
fion,  and  excited  expectations  in 
the  writer  which  had  tended  to 
draw  her  into  pecuniary  embarraffi- 
ments,  they  prefented  to  her  an 
hundred  pounds,  tho’  they  thought 
proper  to  decline  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  piece  itfelE 

At  his  houfe,  the  Rev.  J.  Park- 
hurfl.  He  was  born  i-n  London,  ad¬ 
mitted  a  Pen  Saner  of  Clare -hall* 
Cambridge,  in  1745  ;  admitted  a 
Scholar  on  Mr.  Digging’s  foundation, 
in  1746 ^  and  when  B.  A.  admitted 
fellow  on  Lord  Exeter’s  foundation, 
July  10,  1751.  Many  years  .ago,  he 
publifhed  a  Greek  Lexion,  which 
had  a  conliderable  fale  at  the  time; 
and  having  been  lince  improved. 
Hill  maintains  a  great  reputation 
with  the  learned. 

*  £ 


Charles 


Charles  Fitzrov,  Lord  South¬ 
ampton,  fon  of  Charles,  fecond 
Duke  of  Grafton,  and  fecond 
brother  to  the  prefent  Duke.  He 
was  born  in  1737  ;  and,  in  1758, 
married  Anne,  daughter  and  co- 
heirefs  of  Sir  Peter  Warren,  K.  B. 
and  vice-admiral  of  the  Red ;  by 
whom  he  had  ifTue  now  living,  nine 
fons  and  five  daughters.  His  eldeft 
daughter  died  in  1795,  and  three  fons 
and  a  daughter  died  infants.  His 
Lordfhip  was  a  Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral,  Colonel  of  the  third,  or  King’s 
own  regiment  of  dragoons,  and 
Groom  of  the  Stole  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales  ;  and  was  created  Lord 
Southampton,  Baron  Southampton 
of  Southampton,  in  the  county  of 
Hants,  Oa.  17,  1780. 

30th.  Eliz.  Countefs  of  March- 
roont.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  Crompton,  an  eminent  filk- 
mercer  of  London,  and  fecond  wife 
of  Hume  Campbell,  Earl  of  March- 
rnont,  by  whom  (1747)  flic  had  one 
fon,  Lord  Polwarth,  who  married 
Amabel,  eldeil  of  the  two  daughters 
of  the  late  Marchionefs  Grey,  and 
was  created  Baron  Hume  in  Eng¬ 
land,  but  died  without  iffue,  1781. 
Shefurvived  her  hufband,  who  made 
fo  difHnguifhed  a  figure  in  the  op- 
pofition  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
little  more  than  three  years,  he  dy¬ 
ing  jail.  10,  1794. 

June.  Tile  Hon.  Charles  Paget, 
youngeft  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Ux¬ 
bridge,  born  October  7,  1776. 

Lately,  at  Norwich  in  Connecti¬ 
cut,  North  America,  the  Rev.  Sam. 
Seahury,  D.  D.  Bifhop  of  that  ftate, 
one  of  the  molt  learned  and  inge¬ 
nious  prelates  of  the  Proteftant 
Epifcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States.  He  was  not  a  member  of 
any  of  our  univerfities,  but  formerly 
a  perfecuted  American  milfionary,  a 
prefbyter  of  the  eftablifhed  church 


of  Scotland ;  and  having  applied  in 
vain  to  the  Englifh  Bench  of  Bifh- 
ops,  with  the  mofl  honourable  cre¬ 
dentials,  after  being  eleCted  by 
30,000  Epifcopaiians  in  Connecti¬ 
cut,  was  confecrated,  November  14, 
1784,  BJhoji  of  Connecticut^  in  Jiartibus 
infidelium ,  by  the  Epifcopal  College 
of  Aberdeen,  or,  in  other  words, 
by  three  Nonjuring  Scotch  prelates, 
Kilgour  Primus,  Petrie,  and  Skin¬ 
ner,  who  have  regularly  kept  up 
and  continued  their  fucceffion  in 
that  kingdom  ever  fince  Epifcopacy 
was  abolifhed. 

July.  At  Dublin,  Ch.  Wilkinfon 
Jones,  Lord  Vifcount  Ranelagh  in 
Ireland,  conftable  of  Atnione,  and 
chairman  of  the  lords  committees 
in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Peers.  He 
was  born  OCtober  29,  1761,  and 
fucceeaed  his  father  about  1794 or 5. 

Augufl  3.  At  his  feat  at  Montreal, 
near  Seven  Oaks,  Kent,  in  his  81ft 
year,  the  Right  Hon.  Jeffery  Lord 
Amherft,  of  Holmefdale,  K.  B.  Pri¬ 
vy  Counfellor  to  his  Majefty,  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Guernfey,  Field-Marfhal 
in  the  army,  and  Colonel  of  the 
2d  regiment  of  life-guards,  and  of 
the  60th  (or  Royal  American)  re¬ 
giment  of  foot.  He  is  fucceeded 
in  titles  and  eftates  by  his  nephew, 
William  Pitt  Amherft. 

In  his  fortieth  year,  the  Honour¬ 
able  Simon  Butler,  third  fon  of 
Edmund,  the  tenth  Lord  Vifcount 
Mountgarret  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  brother  of  the  late,  and 
uncle  of  the  prefent  Earl  of  Kil¬ 
kenny.  In  1794  he  married  Eliza, 
fecond  daughter  of  Edward  Lynch, 
of  Hampftead,  near  Dublin,  Efq. 
by  whom  he  has  left  one  only 
child,  named  Edward  Lynch  Butler, 
an  infant,  about  nine  months  old. 
His  remains  were  depofited  in  the 
vault  belonging  to  Saint  James’s 
church, 
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.  20th.  The  Honourable  James 
Hay,  third  fon  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Errol. 

Aged  feventy-eight,  the  Reve¬ 
rend  Charles  Bulkley,  a  diflenting- 
minifter  of  confidd*able  learning 
and  abilities,  and  author  of  feveral 
theological  works. 

At  his  feat  at  Audlev-end,  in  his 
feventy-ninth  year,  John  Griffin 
Griffin,  Lord  Howard  de  Walden, 
and  Lord  Bravbrooke,  field-marfhal 
of  his  MajefxyV  forces,  lieutenant, 
cuftos  rotulortiM)  and  vice-admiral  of 
the  county  of  Effex,  colonel  of  the 
Queen’s  own  dragoons,  recorder  of 
SaffronAValden,  and  K.  B.  He 
was  eldeft  fon  of  Edward  Griffin, 
Lord  Griffin  of  Braybrooke,  fon  of 
James  Lord  Griffin,  by  Lady  Eflex 
Howard,  eldefl  daughter  and  co~ 
heirefs  of  James,  third  Earl  of  Suf¬ 
folk,  and  Baron  Howard  of  Walden. 
In  1784  he  claimed  and  obtained 
the  barony  of  Howard  of  Walden ; 
and  in  1796  the  barony  of  Bray - 
brooke  devolved  on  him.  He 
married,  in  1748-9,  Anne -Mary, 
daughter  of  John  Baron  Schutz, 
who  died  Auguft  the  18ih,  1764, 
and  was  buried  at  Walden;  and, 
on  June  the  11th,  1765,  he  was 
married  to  his  prefent  Lady,  Ca¬ 
therine,  daughter  of  William  Clay¬ 
ton,  of  Harleyford,  in  the  county 
of  Bucks,  Efq. ;  but  having  no  fur- 
viving  iffiie,  the  title  of  Baron 
Howard  of  Walden  will  be  extin&j 
but  that  of  Braybrooke  was  reviv¬ 
ed,  17  88,  with  remainder  to  Richard 
Aldworth  Neville,  Efq.  of  Billing- 
bere,  Berks,  and  his  heirs-male. 
His  Lordfhip’s  income,  including 
his  regiment,  was  about  70001.  per 
annum.  His  landed  property  de¬ 
volves  to  his  only  furviving  fitter, 
Mary,  wife  ©f  the  Reverend  Dr. 


Parker,  one  of  his  Majefty’s  chap¬ 
lains  in  ordinary,  and  redtor  of  St; 
James,  Weft  min  tier,  who  has  no 
iflue. 

In  an  advanced  age,  the  Right 
Honourable  Dorothy  Countefs- 
dowager  of  Sandwich,  one  of  the 
four  daughters  of  Charles,  firftLord 
Vifcount  Fane,  and  one  of  the  two 
furviving  fitters  and  coheirefles  of 
Charles,  the  fecond  and  laft  Lord 
Vifcount  Fane.  In  March,  1740, 
fhe  was  married  to  John,  late  Earl 
of  Sandwich,  by  whom  file  has  left 
the  prefent.  Earl  of  Sandwich,  her 
only  furviving  iflue. 

At  the  Warm  Springs  in  Virgi¬ 
nia,  whither  he  had  gone  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health,  Thomas 
Palmer,  Efq ;  who,  among  other 
bequefts,  has  left  the  reverfion  of 
the  fum  of  1501.  fterling  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  by  his  executors  in  rewarding 
“  the  writer  or  writers  of  an  eflay 
or  eflays  againft  the  prefent  cruel, 
deteftable,  and  abfurd  practice  of 
carrying-on  war,  and  to  recommend 
the  prefervation  of  harmony  among 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth.” 

In  the  courfe  of  his  ufual  walk 
betwixt  his  feats  of  Stevenftone  and 
Hudfcott,  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
in  a  fit  of  the  angina  JteSloris  (a  dif- 
order  he  had  long  been  fubjecl  to) 
aged  feventy-two,  Denys  Rolle,  Efq. 
late  of  Eaft-Titherley,  in  Hamp~ 
fhire,  father  of  Lord  Rolle,  and 
defcended  from  an  ancient  and  very- 
honourable  family  in  that  county. 

At  his  houfe  in  York-flreet, 
Dublin,  the  Earl  of  Roden.  He 
is  fucceeded  by  his  eldeft  fon,  Vif¬ 
count  Jocelyn,  now  Earl  of  Ro¬ 
den. 

In  his  forty-firft  year,  at  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  houfe  at  Penn,  in  Bucking¬ 
hamshire,  the  Honourable  Pena 
E  2  Afnetom 
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Afheton  Curzon,  fon  of  Lord 
C.  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Lei- 
cefterfhire  yeomanry-cavalry,  and 
one  of  the  reprefentatives  for  that 
county,  born  1757. 

20th.  At  Wetzlaer,  in  his  30th 
year,  General  Hoche,  commander 
in  chief  of  the  French  armies  of 
the  Sambre  and  Meufe,  and  of  the 
Rhine  and  Mofelle.  His  body 
having  been  opened,  his  death  was 
found  to  have  been  occanoned  by 
a  fpecies  of  convulsive  afthma,  and 
a  polypus  formed  on  one  of  the 
greater  arteries,  which  had  earned 
an  inflammation  that  had  reached 
the  lungs. 

25  th.  In  his  thirty-fifth  year,  the 
Honourable  Robert-George-Wil- 
Ham  Trefufis,  Lord  Clinton.  He 
is  fucceeded  in  titles  and  efiates  by 
his  eldefr  fon  j  has  left  fix  children, 
and  his  lady  pregnant  with  the 
feventh.  His  remains  were*  in¬ 
terred  in  the  family  -  vault  at  Tre¬ 
fufis,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall. 

In  the  feventy  -  fixth  year  of 
his  age,  and  fortieth  of  his  epifeo- 
pacy,  the  Right  Reverend  Charles 
Walmefley,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Rama, 
vicar  apoftolic  of  the  weftern  dif- 
tricl,  and  fenior  bifhop  and  vicar 
apoftolic,  doctor  of  theology  in 
Sorbonne,  F.  R.  S.  and  the  laft 
farvivor  of  the  eminent  mathe¬ 
maticians  who  were  confulted  for 
calculating  the  alteration  from  the 
old  to  the  new  ftyle ;  author  of 
feveral  literary  works,  particularly 
an  Explanation  of  the  Apocalypfe, 
Ezekiel’s  Vifion,  &c.  By  the  fire 
at  Bath,  feme  years  fince,  at  the 
time  of  the  riots,  wTe  believe,  the 
other  valuable  MSS.  he  had  been 
compiling  during  a  well-fpent  life 
of  labour  and  travelling  through 
many  countries  before  his  return 
to  England,  w7ere  all  irretrievably 
loft. 


Robert  Shafto,  Efq.  brother  ter 
the  Countefs  ofLifburne. 

Ifaac  Minors,  Efq.  burgeon,  of 
Chancery-lane,  Holborn. 

27th.  At  his  feat  at  Sevenoaks- 
Vine,  in  Kent,  aged  eighty-four, 
John  Pratt,  Efq.  eldeft  fon  of  John 
Pratt,  Efq.  the  eldeft  furviving  fon 
of  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Pratt,  by  his 
firft  lady,  and  uncle  to  Earl  Cam¬ 
den,  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  on 
whom  the  bulk  of  his  fortune  de¬ 
volves. 

At  Exeter,  whither  he  went  for 
the  recovery  of  his  health,  the 
Honourable  Thomas  Bruce,  fon  of 
William,  Earl  of  Kincardine,  and 
brother  to  the  late  Earl  of  Elgin 
and  Kincardine,  a  lieutenant-gene¬ 
ral  in  the  army,  colonel  of  the 
Sixteenth  regiment  of  foot,  and 
M.  P.  for  Great  Bedwin,  Wilts. 
His  remains  were  deposited,  on  the 
20th,  in  Exeter  cathedral,  with 
military  honours. 

8th.  The  Moft  Noble  Henry  de 
Burgh,  Marquis  and  Earl  of  Clan - 
rickard,  and  Lord  Dunkeilin,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  a 
Knight  of  the  Order  of  St.  Patrick. 
He  was  the  fenior  marouis  of  that 
kingdom,  and  born  in  1742.  Hav¬ 
ing  left  no  male-iffue,  the  marquif- 
ate  becomes  extindl,  but  the  earl¬ 
dom,  with  his  eftates,  defeend  to 
his  brother,  General  de  Burgh. 

At  Paris,  in  confequence  of  a 
difeafe  under  which  he  had  long 
laboured,  M.  Lou  vet,  the  ex -de¬ 
puty,  author  of  44  Le  Rccit  de  ?nes 
Perils ,”  a  work  which  exhibits  a 
pibhire  of  the  reign  of  terror  in 
France,  and  editor  of  a  Paris  jour¬ 
nal  (“  La  Sentinelled ’)  He  was  alfo 
the  author  of  44  Lodoifka ,”  the  opera 
tranftated  by  Mr.  Kemble.  Louvet 
was  a  man  of  good  talents,  mixed 
with  a  preat  deal  of  vanity,  and  a 
great  deal  of  vice. 

27  th. 
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127th.  Lord  Vifcount  Montague; 
who,  though  his  connexion  with 
the  Sufiex  family  does  not  appear 
in  the  peerages,  had  an  undoubted 
right  to  the  title  which  he  affumed. 

1 3th.  In  his  feventy-fecondyear, 
Edward,  Earl  of  Kingfton.  He 
was  born  in  1726  ;  reprefented  the 
county  of  Rofommon  in  1749  and 
1761  ;  advanced,  by  writ  of  privy- 
leal  to  the  peerage,  1764;  and,  in 
1766,  created  Vifcount  Kingfton  ; 
and,  in  1768,  Earl  of  Kingfton.  He 
married,  in  1762,  Jane,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Caulfield,  Efq.  of  Dona- 
mon,  in  the  county  of  Rofcommon; 
and  by  her  (who  died  1784)  had 
three  fons  and  four  daughters.  He 
is  fucceeded  in  his  title  by  his  eld- 
eft  fon,  Lord  Kingfborough,  father 
to  the  unhappy  Mifs  King. 


SHERIFFS,  appointed  hy  Jus  ~MajeJly 
in  Council,  for  the  Year  1797. 

Berks.  Bartholomew  Tipping, 
of  Wooley,  Efq. 

Bedfordshire.  John  Higgins  the 
elder,  of  Turvey,  Efq. 

Bucks.  John  Sullivan,  ofRich- 
ings  Park,  Efq. 

Cumberland.  Hugh  Parkin,  of 
Skirfgiil,  Efq. 

Chefhire.  JohnLeche,  ofStret- 
ton,  Efq. 

Cambridge  and  Huntingdon. 
William  Waller,  of  Chefterton, 
Efq. 

Devonfhire.  John  Seal,  of 
Mount  Boon,  Efq, 

Dorfetftiire.  William  Richards 
the  younger,  of  Smedmore,  Efq. 

Derbyfhire.  Charles  Hurt,  of 
Wirkfworth,  Efq. 

Eftex.  William  Manby,  of  Strat¬ 
ford,  Efq. 


Gloucefterftiire.  William  Tiii* 
dall,  of  North  Cernev,  Efq. 

Flertfordftiire.  Sir  John  Saun¬ 
ders  Sebright,  of  Beechwood,  Ba¬ 
ronet. 

Herefordfhire.  John  Bameby, 
of  Brockhampton,  Efq. 

Kent.  George  Grote,  of  Bec¬ 
kenham,  Efq. 

Leicefterfiiire.  Samuel  Brace- 
bridge  Abney,  of  Lindley,  Efq. 

Lincolnfhire.  John  Cracroft, 
of  Hackthorne,  Efq. 

Monmouthfliire.  Thomas  Hough¬ 
ton,  of  Pontypool*  Efq. 

N orthumberland.  Matthew  Bell, 
of  Woffington,  Efq. 

Northamptonfliire.  Sir  William 
Langham,  of  Colfbrook,  Baronet. 

Norfolk.  Jofeph  Wyndnom, 
of  Heriham,  Efq. 

Nottinghamthire.  John  Galley 
Knight,  of  Warfop,  Efq. 

Oxfordthire.  James  Jones,  of 
Atwell,  Efq. 

Rutlandthire.  Thomas  Hunt,  of 
Wing,  Elq. 

Shropshire.  William  Tayleur, 
of  Bantingfdale,  Efq. 

Somerfetfhire.  Samuel  Day,  of 
Chartolhoufe,  Efq. 

StatFordfhire.  Sir  R.  Lawley,  of 
Canwell,  Baronet. 

Suffolk.  Chaloner  Archdeckne, 
of  Glemham,  Efq. 

Southampton.  John  Compton* 
of  Minftead,  Efq. 

Surrey.  Robert  Taylor,  of  Em¬ 
ber  Court,  Efq. 

Suftex.  Charles  Scrafe  Dickins. 
of  Brighthelmfton,  Efq. 

Warwickshire.  Robert  Knight, 
of  Barrells,  Efq. 

Worcefterlhire.  Mofes  Flarper, 
of  Aftley,  Efq. 

Wilts.  Sir  J ohn  Methuen  Poore, 
of  Rufhall,  Baronet. 
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Yorkfhire. 
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Yorkihire.  Sir  John  Ramfden, 
of  Bryam,  Baronet. 

SOUTH  WALES. 

Caermarthen.  David  Sanders? 
of  Glamerhydw,  Efq. 

Pembroke.  Abraham  Leach,  of 
Cordon,  Efq. 

Cardigan.  James  Nathaniel Tay- 
lor,  of  Stradmore,  Efq, 

Glamorgan.  Robert  Nous,  of 
Court-yr-Ala,  Efq. 

Brecon.  John  Macnamara,  of 
XJangoed  Cattle,  Efq. 

Radnor.  Percival  Lewis,  of 
Down  ton,  Efq. 

NORTH  WALES. 

Caernarvon.  Sir  Edward  Price 
Lloyd,  of  Panlyglafs,  Baronet. 


Anglefea.  Richard  Jones,  of 
Trofly  Marian,  Efq. 

Merioneth.  Bell  Lloyd,  of  Cre 
gen,  Efq. 

Montgomery*  Robert  Knight, 
of  Gwernygoe,  Efq. 

Denbighshire.  Robert  Hefketh, 
of  Gwrych,  Efq. 

Flint.  John  Edward  Maddocks, 
of  Vrno  Jw,  Efq. 

SHERIFF  appointed-  hyhis  Royal  High* 
nejs  the  Prince  of  IV ales ,  in  Council , 
for  the  Year  1797. 

County  of  Cornwall.  William 
Slade  Gully,  of  Trevenen,  Efq. 
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"London  Gazette. 

Whitehall ,  January  Ylth. 

Ex  trail  of  a  letter  from  the  Lord  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  Ireland  to  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land ,  dated  Dublin  Cafde ,  J anuary  1 0. 

I  HAVE  the  fatisfaffion  to  ac¬ 
quaint  your  Grace,  that,  fince 
the  information  tranfmitted  to  Mr. 
Grenville,  that  the  French  had  en¬ 
tirely  left  Bantry  Bay,  there  has 
been  no  re-appearance  of  them 
upon  the  coafts;  fo  that  I  trufl, 
from  the  violence  of  the  temped:, 
and  from  their  dlips  being  ill  found 
and  ill  victualled,  their  expedition 
is  for  the  prefent  frudrated.  Upon 
reviewing  what  has  palled  during 
this  expedition  of  the  enemy,  I  have 
the  fatisfaClion  to  reflect,  that  the 
bed:  fpirit  was  manifeded  by  his 
Majefty’s  regular  and  militia  forces ; 
and  I  have  every  reafhn  to  believe, 
that,  if  a  landing  had  taken  place, 
they  would  have  difplayed  the  ut¬ 
mod  fidelity.  When  the  flank 
companies  of  the  Antrim  regiment 
were  formed,  the  whole  regiment 
turned  out,  to  a  man,  with  expref- 
fions  of  the  greateft  eagernefs  to 
march;  and  the  Downtime  regi¬ 
ment,  to  a  man,  declared  they  would 
ftand  or  fall  by  their  officers.  At 
the  tim«  the  army  was  ordered  to 
inarch,  the  weather  was  extremely 


fevere ;  I  therefore  ordered  them 
a  proportion  of  fpirits  upon  their 
route,  and  directed  an  allowance  of 
fourpence  a  day  to  their  wives  un¬ 
til  their  return.  During  their 
march,  the  utmod  attention  was 
paid  them  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  and  villages  through  which 
they  palfed  ;  fo  that,  in  many  places, 
the  meat  provided  by  the  Commif- 
fariat  was  not  confirmed.  The 

roads,  which  in  parts  had  been  ren¬ 
dered  impadable  by  the  fnow,  were 
cleared  by  the  peafantry.  The 

poor  people  often  diared  their  po¬ 
tatoes  with  them,  and  drefled  their 
meat  without  demanding  payment; 
of  which  there  was  a  very  particu¬ 
lar  indance  in  the  town  of  Banag- 
her,  where  no  gentleman  or  prin¬ 
cipal  farmer  refides  to  fet  them  the 
example.  At  Carlow,  a  confider- 
able  fubfeription  was  made  for  the 
troops  as  they  palled  :  and  at  Lime¬ 
rick  and  Cork,  every  exertion  was 
ufed  to  facilitate  the  carriage  of 
artillery  and  baggage  by  premiums 
to  the  carmen;  and  in  the  town 
of  Galway,  which  for  a  diort  time 
was  left  with  a  very  inadequate 
garrifon,  the  zeal  and  ardour  of  the 
inhabitants  and  yeomanry  was  pe¬ 
culiarly  manifeded,  and  in  a  man¬ 
ner  to  give  me  the  utmod  fatisfac- 
tion.  In  fftort,  the  general  good 
difpodtion  of  the  people  through 
E  4  the 


APPENDIX  TO 


7 1 

the  fouth.  and  weft  was  fo  prevalent, 
that,  had  the  enemy  landed,  their 
hope  of  affiftance  from  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  would  have  been  totally  dif- 
appointed.  From  the  armed  yeo¬ 
manry,  government  derived  the 
moft  honourable  affiftance.  No¬ 
blemen  and  gentlemen  of  the  firft 
property  vied  in  exerting  them- 
feives  at  the  head  of  their  corps. 
Much  of  the  exprefs  and  efcort  du¬ 
ty  was  performed  by  them.  In 
Cork,  Limerick,  and  Galway,  they 
took  the  duty  of  the  garrifon. 
Lord  Shannon  informs  me,  that 
men  of  three  and  four  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  were  employed  in 
efcorting  baggage  and  carrying  ex- 
preffies.  Mr.  John  Latouche,  who 
was  a  private  in  his  fon’s  corps, 
rode  twenty-five  miles  in  one  of 
the  fevereft  nights,  with  an  exprefs, 
it  being  his  turn  for  duty.  The 
merchants  of  Dublin,  many  of  them 
of  the  firft  eminence,  marched  fix- 
teen  Infix  miles  with  a  convoy  of 
arms  to  the  north,  whither  it  was 
conducted  by  reliefs  of  yeomanry. 
The  appearance  in  this  metropolis 
has  been  highly  meritorious.  The 
corps  have  been  formed  of  the  moft 
refpedtable  barrifters,  attorneys, 
merchants,  gentlemen,  and  citi¬ 
zens-;  and  their  number  is  fo  con¬ 
siderable,  and  their  zeal  in  mount¬ 
ing  guard  fo  ufeful,  that  I  was  ena¬ 
bled  greatly  to  reduce  the  garrifon 
with  perfect  fafety  to  the  town. 
The  numbers  of  yeomanry  fully 
appointed  and  difciplined,  in  Dub¬ 
lin,  exceed  2000,  above  400  of 
whom  are  ho’rfe.  The  whole  num¬ 
ber  of  corps  approved  by  govern¬ 
ment  amount  to  440,  exclufive  of 
the  Dublin  corps.  The  grofs  num¬ 
ber  is  nearly  25,000.  There  are 
alfo  ninety -one  offers  of  fervice 
under  confideration,  and  125  prov 


pofals  have  been  declined ;  and,  in 
reply  to  a  circular  letter  written  to 
the  commandants  of  the  refpedtive 
corps,  their  anfwers  aimoft  univer- 
fally  contained  a  general  offer  of 
fervice  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom. 
Many  prominent  examples  of  indi¬ 
vidual  loyalty  and  fpirit  have  ap¬ 
peared.  An  ufeful  impreffion  was 
made  upon  the  minds  of  the  lower 
catholics  by  a  judicious  addrefs 
from  Dr.  Moylan,  the  titular  Bifhop 
of  Cork.  I  cannot  but  notice  the 
exertions  of  Lord  Kenmare,  who 
fpared  no  expence  in  giving  affift¬ 
ance  to  the  commanding  officer  in 
his  neighbourhood,  and  who  took 
to  his  own  demefne  a  great  quanti¬ 
ty  of  cattle  which  had  been  driven 
from  the  coaft.  Nor  could  any 
thing  exceed  the  ardour  of  the 
Earl  of  Ormonde,  who,  when  his 
regiment  of  militia  were  returned 
as  part  of  the  garrifon  of  Dublin, 
folicited  with  fo  much  zeal  a  com¬ 
mand  in  the  flank  companies,  that 
I  thought  it  a  meafure  due  to  his 
Majefty’s  fervice,  to  encourage  his 
Lordfhip’s  requeft. 
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Monday ,  Feb.  27. 

Whitehall ,  Feb.  27. 

A  letter,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy,  has  been  this  day  receiv¬ 
ed  from  the  Right  Elonourable 
Lord  Cawdor  by  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  his  Majefty’s 
principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
home  department. 

Fijhguard ,  Friday ,  Feb.  24. 

My  Lord,  In  confequence  of  hav¬ 
ing  received  information,  on  Wed- 
nefday  night  at  eleven  o’clock,  that 
three  large  fhips  of  war  and  a  lug¬ 
ger  had  anchored  in  a  fraall  roadfted 

upon 
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upon  the  coalt,  In  the  neighbour- 
hood  of  this  town,  I  proceeded  Im¬ 
mediately,  with  a  detachment  of 
the  Cardigan  militia  and  all  the  pro¬ 
vincial  force  I  could  collect,  to  the 
place.  I  foon  gained  politico  intel¬ 
ligence  they  had  difembarked  about 
1200  men,  but  no  cannon.  Upon 
the  night’s  fetting  in,  a  French  of¬ 
ficer,  whom  1  found  the  fecond  in 
command,  came  in  with  a  letter,  a 
copy  of  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  inclofe  to  your  G  race,  together 
with  my  anfwer:  in  confequence 
of  which  they  determined  to  far- 
render  themfelves  prifoners  of  war, 
and  accordingly  laid  down  their 
.arms  this  day  at  two  o’clock.  I  can¬ 
not  at  this  moment  inform  your 
Grace  of  the  exaft  number  of  pri¬ 
foners,  but  I  believe  it  to  be  their 
whole  force.  It  is  my  intention  to 
march  them  this  night  to  Haver- 
fordweft,  where  I  fliall  make  the 
bell  diftribution  in  my  power.  The 
frigates,  corvette,  and  lugger  got 
under  wmigh  yelterday  evening, 
and  were  this  morning  entirely  out 
of  light.  The  fatigue  we  have  ex¬ 
perienced  will,  I  trull,  excufe  me 
to  your  Grace  for  not  giving  a 
more  particular  detail :  but  my 
anxiety  to  do  juftice  to  the  officers 
and  men  I  had  the  honour  to  com¬ 
mand,  will  induce  me  to  attend 
your  Grace,  with  as  little  delay  as 
pofFible,  to  Hate  their  merits,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  give  you  every 
Information  in  my  power  upon  this 
fubjeft.  The  fpirit  of  loyalty 
which  has  pervaded  all  ranks 
throughout  this  country,  is  infv 
pitely  beyond  what  I  can  exprefs, 

I  am,  See.  Cawdor. 

Cardigan-Bay ,  5  th  of  Vent  of e , 
bib  year  of  the.  Republic. 

Sir, The  circumflances  under  which 
the  body  of  the  French  troops  un¬ 


der  my  command  were  landed  at 
this  place,  renders  it  unnecefiary  to 
attempt  any  military  operations,  as 
they  would  tend  only  to  bloodfhed 
and  pillage.  The  officers  of  the 
whole  corps  have  therefore  inti¬ 
mated  their  delire  of  entering  into 
a  negotiation,  upon  principles  of 
humanity,  for  a  furrender.  If  you 
are  influenced  by  fimilar  conlidera- 
tions,  you  may  fignify  the  fame  by* 
the  bearer,  and  in  the  mean  time 
hoffilities  fhall  ceafe.  Health  and 
refpedt. 

Tate,  Chef  de  Brigade. 

To  the  Officer  commanding  his 

Britannic  Majefly's  troops. 

Ffhguard Feb .  23. 

Sir,  The  fuperiority  of  the  force 
under  my  command,  which  Is 
hourly  increafmg,  mull  prevent  my 
treating  upon  any  terms  fhort  of 
your  furrendering  your  whole  force 
prifoners  of  war.  I  enter  fully  in¬ 
to  your  with  of  preventing  an  unne- 
ceflary  effufion  of  blood,  which 
your  fpeedy  furrender  can  alone 
prevent,  and  which  will  entitle  you 
to  that  confederation  it  is  ever  the 
with  of  Britifh  troops  to  Ihew  an 
enemy  whofe  numbers  are  inferior. 
My  major  will  deliver  you  this  let¬ 
ter,  and  I  Hiall  expeft  your  deter¬ 
mination  by  ten  o’clock,  by  your 
officer,  whom  I  have  furnifhed  with 
an  efcort  that  will  conduct  him  to 
me  without  moleltalion. 

I  am,  &c.  Cawdor. 

To  the  Officer  commanding 
the  French  troops. 
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Admiralty- Office,  March  3. 

Robert  Calder,  Efq.  ffirlt  captain 
to  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  K.  B. 
arrived  this  morning  with  difpat  ches 

from 
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from  him  to  Mr.  Nepean,  of  which 
the  following  are  copies : 

Sir,  Viftmy,  in  Lagos  Bay,  Feb.  1 6. 

The  hopes  of  falling  in  with  the 
Spanifh  fleet,  exprefled  in  my  letter 
to  you  of  the  13  th  inftant,  were 
confirmed  that  night,  by  our  dif- 
tindUy  hearing  the  report  of  their 
Signal  guns,  and  by  intelligence  re¬ 
ceived  from  Captain  Foote,  of  his 
Majefty’s  fliip  Niger,  who  had,  with 
equal  judgment  and  perfeverance, 
kept  company  with  them  for  feveral 
days,  onvmy  prefcribed  rendezvous 
(which,  from  the  ftrong  fouth-eaft 
winds,  I  had  never  been  able  to 
reach),  and  that  they  were  not 
more  than  three  or  four  leagues 
from  us.  I  anxioufiy  awaited  the 
dawn  of  day,  when,  being  on  the 
Starboard  tack,  Cape  St.  Vincent 
bearing  eaft  by  north  eight  leagues, 
1  had  the  Satisfaction  of  teeing  a 
number  of  thips  extending  from 
South -weft  to  South,  the  wind  then 
at  weft  by  South.  At  forty  minutes 
pail  ten,  the  weather  being  ex¬ 
tremely  hazy,  La  Bonne  Citoyenne 
made  the  fignal  that  the  thips  were 
of  the  line,  twenty-five  in  number. 
His  Majefty’s  Squadron  under  my 
command,  confifting  of  the  fifteen 
thips  of  the  line  named  in  the  mar¬ 
gin  *,  happily  formed  in  the  moft 
compact  order  of  failing,  in  two 
lines.  By  carrying  a  prefs  of  fail, 
I  was  fortunate  in  getting  in  with 
the  enemy’s  fleet  at  half  paft  eleven 
o’clock,  before  it  had  time  to  con¬ 
nect  and  form  a  regular  order  of 
battle.  Such  a  moment  was  not  to 
be  loft  ;  and,  confident  in  the  Skill, 
valour,  and  discipline  of  the  officers 
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and  men  I  had  the  happinefs  to 
command,  and  judging  that  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  his  Majefty’s  arms,  and  the 
circumftances  of  the  war  in  thefe 
fe as,  required  a  confiderable  degree 
of  enterprize,  I  felt  myfelf  juftified 
in  departing  from  the  regular  fyf- 
tem,  and  pafiing  through  their  fleet,, 
in  a  line  formed  with  the  utmofi 
celerity ;  tacked,  and  thereby  Sepa¬ 
rated  one  third  from  the  main  body, 
after  a  partial  cannonade,  which 
prevented  their  rejun&ion  in  the 
evening:  and,  by  the  very  great 
exertions  of  the  fliips  which  had 
the  good  fortune  to  arrive  up  witl| 
the  enemy  on  the  larboard  tack,  the 
Ships  named  in  the  margin  f  were 
captured,  and  the  action  ceafed  a- 
bout  five  o’clock  in  the  evening.  I 
inclofe  the  moft  corredt  lift  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain  of  the  Spanifh 
fleet  oppofed  to  me,  amounting  to 
twenty-feven  fail  of  the  line,  and 
an  account  of  the  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  in  his  Majefty’s  Snips,  as  well  as 
in  thoSe  taken  from  the  enemy. 
The  moment  the  latter  (almoft  to¬ 
tally  difmafted)  and  his  Majefty’s 
fliips  the  Captain  and  Culloden,  arc 
in  a  ftate  to  put  to  Sea,  I  Shall  avail 
myfelf  of  the  firft  favourable  winds 
to" proceed  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  in 
my  way  to  Lifbon.  Captain  C al¬ 
der,  whofe  able  aftiftance  has  great¬ 
ly  contributed  to  the  public  Ser¬ 
vice  during  my  command,  is  the 
bearer  of  this,  and  will  more  parti¬ 
cularly  defcribe  to  the  Lords  Com- 
miflioners  of  the  Admiralty  the 
movements  of  the  Squadron  on  the 
14th,  and  the  prefent  ftate  of  it. 

I  am,  &c. 

J.  Jervis. 


*  VidSory,  Britannia,  Barfleur,  Prince  George,  Blenheim,  Namur,  Captain,  Go- 
Iiah,  Excellent,  Orion,  Colotfus,  Egmont,  Culloden,  Irrefiftible,  Diadem. 

f  Salvador  del  Mundo  1 12  guns,  San  Jofef  112,  San  Nicolas  80  [84],  San  Ifi- 
dio  74  guns. 
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Lift  of  the,  Sjiani/h  feet  off  ofed  to  the  Bri- 

tfjh ,  the  14 th  of  February ,  1797. 

Santifiima  Trinidada,  ISO  guns; 
Mexicana,  112;  Principe  d’Aftu- 
rias,  112;  Concepcion,  12;  Conde 
de  Regia,  112;  Salvador  de*  Mundo, 
(taken)  112;  San  Jofef,  (taken) 
112;  San  Nicholas,  (taken)  84; 
Oriente,  74;  Gloriofo,  74;  At- 
laate,  74;  Co  non  el  tad  or,  74;  So- 
berano,  74;  Firme,  74;  Relay o, 
74;  SanGeiiaro,  74;  San  Idelphon- 
fo,  74;  San  Titan  Nepornuceno,  74; 
San  Francifco  de  Paula,  74;  San 
Ilidro,  (taken)  74;  San  Antonio, 
7  4 ;  San  Pablo,  7 4 ;  San  Firmi o,  74 ; 
Neptuna,  74;  Bahama,  74;  Name 
unknown,  74;  Name  unknown, 
74.  [Then  follows  a  return  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  in  the  fqua- 
dron  under  the  command  of  Sir 
John  Jervis,  in  the  action  with  the 
Spanifh  fleet,  on  Feb.  14,  1797  — 
Total  killed  73,  wounded  227.— » 
Total  300.] 

1  —  --  ■  |-|  |  -i  .  -  _ ,  - - - 

JLondon  Gazette  Extraordinary, 
fflonday ,  October  1 6. 

Admiralty-Office,  Off,  16. 

Captain  Fairfax,  of  the  Venera¬ 
ble,  arrived  early  this  morning 
with  difpatches  from  Adam  Dun¬ 
can,  Efq.  Admiral  of  the  Blue, 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fhips,  &c.  employed  in  the 
North  Sea,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq. 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  of 
which  the  following  are  copies  : 

V merable,  at fea ,  1 3  th  Obi.  1797, 
off  the  coafi  of  Holland. 

Sir,  Be  pleafed  to  acquaint  the 
Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty,  that,  judging  it  of  confe- 
quence  their  Lordfhips  fhould  have 
as  early  information  as  poflible  of 
the  defeat  of  the  Dutch  fleet  under 


the  command  of  Admiral  de  Win¬ 
ter,  1  difpatched  the  Rofe  cutter 
at  thr  eP.  M.  on  the  12th  (11th) 
inftant,  with  a  fhort  letter  to  you 
immediately  after  the  adtion  was 
ended.  I  have  now  farther  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  for  their  Lordfhips  in¬ 
formation,  that  in  the  night  of  the 
10th  inftant,  after  I  had  fent  away 
my  letter  to  you,  of  that  date,  I 
placed  my  fquadron  in  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
returning  to  the  Texel  without  my 
falling  in  with  them.  At  nine 
o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  1  lths 
I  got  fight  of  Captain  Trollope’s 
fquadron,  with  fignals  flying  for  an 
enemy  to  leeward ;  I  immediately 
bore  up,  and  made  the  fignal  for  a 
general  chace,  and  foon  got  fight  of 
them,  forming  in  a  line  on  the  lar¬ 
board  tack  to  receive  us,  the  wind 
at  north-weft.  As  we  approached 
near,  I  made  the  fignal  for  the  fqua¬ 
dron  to  ftiorten  fail,  in  order  to 
connedf  them ;  foon  after  I  faw  the 
land  between  Camperdown  and 
Egmont,  about  nine  miles  to  lee¬ 
ward  of  the  enemy,  and  finding 
there  was  no  time  to  be  loft  in 
making  the  attack,  I  made  the  fig¬ 
nal  to  bear  up,  break  the  enemy’s 
line,  and  engage  them  to  leeward, 
each  fhip  her  opponent,  by  which 
I  got  between  them  and  the  land, 
whither  they  were  faft  approaching. 
My  fignals  were  obeyed  with  great 
promptitude,  and  Vice-Admiral 
Onflow,  in  the  Monarch,  bore 
down  on  the  enemy’s  rear  in  the 
moft  gallant  manner,  his  divifion 
following  his  example  ;  and  the  ac¬ 
tion  commenced  about  forty  mi¬ 
nutes  paft  twelve  o’clock.  '  The 
Venerable  foon  got  through  the 
enemy’s  line,  and  I  began  a  clofe 
adtion,  with  my  divifion  on  their 
van?  which  lafted  near  two  hours 
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and  a  half,  when  I  obferved  all  the 
mails  of  the  Dutch  Admiral’s  fhip 
to  go  by  the  board.  She  was,  how¬ 
ever,  defended  for  fome  time  in  a 
molt  gallant  manner:  but  beina- 
overprefled  by  numbers,  her  co¬ 
lours  were  ftruek,  and  Admiral  de 
Winter  was  foon  brought  on  board 
the  Venerable.  On  looking  around 
me,  I  obferved  the  fhip  bearing  the 
Vice-Admiral’s  dag  was  alfo  dif- 
mafled,  and  had  furrendered  to 
Vice-Admiral  Onflow;  and  that 
many  others  had  likewife  druck. 
Finding  we  were  in  nine  fathoms 
water,  and  not  farther  than  five 
miles  from  the  land,  my  attention 
was  fo  milch  taken  up  in  getting 
the  heads  of  the  difabled  fhips  off 
fhore,  that  I  was  not  able  to  diflin- 
guifli  the  number  of  fhips  captured  ; 
and  the  wind  having;  been  eonflant- 
lv  on  the  land  fince,  we  have  un¬ 
avoidably  been  much  difperfed,  fo 
that  I  have  not  been  able  to  gain  an 
exadt  account  of  them,  but  we  have 
taken  poffeffion  of  eight  or  nine  : 
more  of  them  had  flruck,  but  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  the  night,  and  be¬ 
ino;  fo  near  their  own  coafl,  thev 

O  #  '  J 

rucceeded  in  getting  off;  and  fome 
of  them  were  feen  going  into  the 
Texel  the  next  morning.  It  is 
with  the  greatefl  pleafure  and  fatif- 
fadtion  I  make  known  to  their 
Lordfliips  the  very  gallant  behavi¬ 
our  of  Vice-Admiral  Onflow,  the 
captains,  officers,  feamen,  and  ma¬ 
rines  of  the  fquadron,  who  all  ap¬ 
peared  adtuated  by  the  truly  Britifli 
fpirit,  at  leaf!  thofe  that  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  feeing.  One  of  the 
enemy’s  fnips  caught  fire  in  the  ac¬ 
tion,  and  drove  very  near  the  Ve¬ 
nerable;  but  I  have  the  pleafure  to 
fay  it  was  extinguifhed,  and  flie  is 
one  of  the  fhips  in  our  poffeffion. 
The  fquadron  has  fuffered  much  in 


their  mails,  yards,  and  rigging,  arid 
many  of  them  have  loll  a  number 
of  men ;  however,  in  no  proportion 
to  that  of  the  enemy.  The  carnage 
on  board  the  two  fhips  that  bore 
the  Admirals  flags  has  been  beyond 
all  defcription;  they  have  had  no 
lefs  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
men  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
of  each  fhip.  And  here  I  have  to 
lament  the  death  of  Captain  Bur- 
gefs,  of  his  Majefly’s  fhip  Ardent, 
who  brought  that  fhip  into  adtion 
in  the  rnofl  gallant  and  maflerlv 
manner,  but  was  unfortunately 
killed  foon  after.  However,  the 
fhip  continued  the  adtion  clofe,  un¬ 
til  quite  difabled.  The  public  have 
loft  a  good  and  gallant  officer  in 
Captain  Burgefs ;  and  I,  with  o- 
thers,  a  fincere  friend.  Captain 
Trollope’s  exertions  and  adlivegood 
condudl  in  keeping  fight  of  the  e- 
nemy’s  fleet  until  I  came  up,  have 
been  truly  meritorious,  and,  I  trufl, 
will  meet  a  juft  reward.  I  fend 
this  by  Captain  Fairfax,  by  whofe 
able  advice  I  profited  much  during 
the  adtion,  and  who  will  give  their 
Lordfliips  any  further  particulars 
they  may  wifh  to  know.  As  mod: 
of  the  fhips  of  the  fquadron  are 
much  difabled,  and  feveral  of  the 
prizes  difmafted,  I  fliall  make  the 
bed:  of  my  way  with  them  to  the 
Nore.  I  herewith  tranfmit  you  a 
lid  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
fuch  of  the  fquadron  as  I  have  been 
able  to  colled!,  a  lid  of  the  enemy’s 
fleet  oppofed  to  my  fquadron,  and 
my  line  of  battle  on  the  day  of  ac¬ 
tion.  I  am,  Sir, 

your  mod  obedient 

«? 

humble  Servant, 
Adam  Duncan. 

[Then  follows  a  lilt  of  killed  and 
wounded  on  board  the  fhips  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Duncan’s  fquadron.] 
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id  ft  and  dflfofltion  of  the  Dutch  fleet  on 
the  11  th  of  0  ft  oh er,  1797. 

Van. 

Vice-Admiral  Reyntjes, 
Commander. 

Cerberus,  Captain  Jacobfon,  68 
guns,  450  men. 

Delet,  Captain  Verdoorn,  56  guns, 
375  men.*— Taken. 

Juniter,  Vice-Admiral  Reyntjes  and 
kear- Admiral  Meiifes,  74  guns, 
550  men.— -Taken. 

Alkmaar,  Captain  Kraft,  56  guns, 
350  men. —Taken. 

Haerlem,  Captain  Wiggarts,  68 
guns,  450  men.— Taken. 

Munnikendam,  Captain  Lane  after, 
44  guns,  27 0  men. — Taken. 

Held  in,  Captain  Dumifhilde  L'Eef- 
trille,  32  guns,  230  men. 

Daphne  brig,  Lieutenant  Frede¬ 
ricks,  18.  guns,  98  men. 

Center. 

Admiral  de  Winter, 

C  o in m ander  in  C  h i e f. 

W affenaer,  Captain  Holland,  64 
guns,  450  men.- — Taken. 

Batavier,  Captain  Souters,  56  guns, 
350  men. 

Vryheid,  (the  Liberty)  Admiral  de 
Winter  and  Van  RolTem,  74 
guns,  a 50  men. — -Taken. 

States  General,  Rear-Admiral  Sto¬ 
ry,  74  guns,  550  men. 

Leyden,  Captain  Mufquetier,  68 
guns,  450  men. 

Mars,  Captain  Kolff,  44  guns,  400 
men. 

Waakfaamheid,  Captain  Lieutenant 

Vj  *  A 

Nicrbp,  24  guns,  150  men. 

Minerva,  Captain  Eilbracht,  24 
guns,  150  men. 

Galatea  brig.  Lieutenant  Rivery, 
18  guns,  98  men. 

Atalanta  brig,  Lieutenant  Piets,  18 
guns,  98  men. 

Rear. 

Rear-Admiral  Bloys,  Commander. 
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Admiral  Devries,  Captain  Zegers, 
68  guns,  450  men. — Taken. 

Hercules,  Captain  Van  Ryfoort,  64 
guns,  450  men. — Taken. 

Brutus,  Rear-Admiral  Bloys,  74 
guns,  550  men. 

Befchermer,  Captain  Hfcixt,  56 
guns,  350  men. 

Gelykleid,  (the  Equality)  Captain 
Ruyfen,  68  guns,  450  men. — Ta¬ 
ken. 

Ambufcade,  Captain  Lieutenant 
Huys,32  guns, 27  0  men. — Taken. 

Ajax  brig,  Lieutenant  Arkenbout, 
18  guns^  98  men. 

Haasje,  ( A vifo)  Lieutenant  Liar- 
tenfeid,  6  guns,  31  men. 

Adam  Duncan. 

Difljifltkn  of  the  Britijh  fquadron  in  the 
order  of  battle ,  11  th  of  October ,  1797. 

Lar  board,  or  Lee  Divisions. 

Richard  Onflow,  Efq.  Vice-Admi¬ 
ral  of  the  Red,  Commander. 

1 .  Ruffel,  Henry  Trollope  Captain, 

7 4  guns,  590  men. 

2.  DireHor,  William  Bligh,  Cap¬ 
tain,  64  guns,  491  men. 

3.  Montague,  John  Knight  Cap¬ 
tain,  74  guns,  590  men. 

4.  Veteran,  George  Gregory  Cap¬ 
tain,  64  guns,  401  men. 

5.  Monarch,  Vice-Admiral  Onflow, 
Edward  O’Bryen  Captain,  74 
guns,  590  men. 

6.  Powerful, William  O’Bryen  Dru¬ 
ry  Captain,  74  guns,  590  men. 

7 .  Monmouth,  James  W alker  Cap¬ 
tain,  64  guns,  400  men. 

8.  Agincourt,  John  Williamfon 
Captain,  64  guns,  400  men. 

Repeaters. 

Beaulieu  frigate.— Cutters  :  Rofe, 
King  George,  Adtive,  Dili¬ 
gent. — Speculator  lugger. 

Starboard,  or  Weather  Di¬ 
vision. 

Adam  Duncan,  Efq.  Admiral  of  the 
Blue,  Commander  in  Chief,  &c. 

9.  Triumph, 

*  7 
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9.  Triumph,  William  Henry  Ef- 
iington  Captain,  74  gup?,  640 
men. 

10.  Venerable,  Admiral  Duncan, 
William  George  Fairfax  Cap¬ 
tain,  7 4  guns,  503  men. 

11.  Ardent,  Richard  R.  Burgers 
Captain,  64  guns,  491  men. 

12.  Bedford,  Sir  Thomas  Byard 
Captain,  74  guns,  590  men. 

!  3 .  Lancafter,  John  W ells  Captain, 
64  guns,  491  men. 

14.  Belliqueux,  John  Inglis  Cap¬ 
tain,  64  guns,  491  men. 

15.  Adamant,  William  Hotham 
Captain,  -50  guns,  men. 

16.  His,  William  Mitchell  Captain, 
50  guns,  343  men. 

Repeaters. 

Circe  frigate, — Martin  (loop. 

Adam  Duncan. 

Venerable ,  off  Qrfardnefs ,  Of?.  15, 1737 ^ 

Sir,  In  addition  to  my  letter  of 
the  13th  inftant,  containing  the 
particulars  of  the  adtion  of  the  1 1  th, 
and  which  I  have  not  been  able  to 
fend  away  until  this  day,  I  have  to 
acquaint  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  that,  from  the  wind 
continuing  to  blow  on  the  Dutch 
coaft,  the  Flips  have  had  great  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  keeping  off  the  Fiore,  and 
that  w^e  have  unavoidably  been  fe- 
parated.  On  Friday  laic  the  wind 
blew  ftrong  from  the  weft-fouth- 
weft  to  weF- north-weft,  and  con¬ 
tinued  fo  to  do  until  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing;  it  then  drifted  to  the  north, 
when  I  made  the  Fgnal  to  "wear, 
Food  to  the  weftward,  and  fortu¬ 
nately  anchored  here  laft  evening; 
the  Venerable  being  fo  leaky,  that, 
with  all  her  pumps  going,  we  could 
but  juft  keep  her  free.  This  morn- 

*  Monarch,  Powerful, 


mg  I  obferved  the  Flips  named  in 
the  margin*  at  anchor  near  us, 
three  near  the  KentiFi  Knock,  and 
three  in  HoFev  Bay.  The  wind  is 
at  north-weft,  and  much  againft  the 
difabied  Flips:  I  have  therefore 
lent  the  Lancafter  and  Beaulieu  out 
to  render  them  affiftance.  Sir 
Thomas  Williams,  in  the  Endymion, 
who  joined  me  the  day  after  the 
adtion,  I  alfo  fent  in  Fiore,  to  keep 
by  and  aFift  the  difabied  Flips; 
and  I  am  informed  that,  in  the 
eourfe  of  the  night,  he  fell  in  -with 
a  Dutch  fhip  of  the  line  off  the 
Texel,  and  had  engaged  her  ;  but! 
have  not  heard  the  particulars, 
lam,  Sir, 

your  moft  obedient 

humble  Servant, 
Adam  Duncan, 
EvanKepean^  Efq. 


Articles  <f  Capitulation  for  the  fur  ren¬ 
der  of  the  ifland  of  Trinidad ,  between, 
his  Excellency  Sir  Ralph  Alercromhy , 
Knight  of  the  Bath ,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Britannic  MajtJly’s  land - 
forces;  his  Excellency  Henry  Harvey , 
Efq.  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red ,  and 
Commander  in  Chiff  of  his  Britannic 
Majeftfs  Jiffs  and  vcffels  of  war ; 
and  his  Excellency  Don  J of ef  Maria 
Chacon ,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  Cala - 
trava ,  Brigadier  of  the  Royal  Kavy, 
Governor  a7id  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  ifland  of  Trinidad  and  its  defend - 
encies ,  InfpeSlor  -general  of  the  troops 
of  its  garrifon ,  efr. 

Article  I.  The  officers  and  troops 
of  his  Catholic  Majefty  and  his  al¬ 
lies  in  the  iFand  of  Trinidad,  are  to 
furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of 
war,  and  are  to  deliver  up  the  ter¬ 
ritory,  forts,  buildings,  arms,  am- 

Lancafter,  Beaulieu. 

munition, 
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munition,  money,  effefts,  plans, 
and  (lores,  with  exadt  inventories 
thereof,  belonging  to  his  Catholic 
Majefty ;  and  they  are  hereby 
transferred  to  his  Britannic  Majel- 
ty,  in  the  fame  manner  and  poffef- 
fion  as  has  been  held  heretofore  by 
his  faid  Catholic  Majefty. 

II.  The  troops  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty  are  to  march  out  with  the 
honours  of  war,  and  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  at  the  diftance  of  three 
hundred  paces  from  the  forts  they 
occupy,  at  five  o’clock  this  even¬ 
ing,  the  18  th  of  February. 

HI.  All  the  officers  and  troops 
aforefaid  of  his  Catholic  Majefiy, 
are  allowed  to  keep  their  private 
effects,  and  the  officers  are  allowed 
to  wear  their  fwords. 

IV.  Admiral  Don  Sebaflian  Ruiz 
de  Apodaca,  being  on  fliore  in  the 
if  and,  after  having  burnt  and  aban¬ 
doned  his  drips,  he,  with  the  officers 
and  men  belonging  to  the  fquadron 
under  his  command,  are  included 
in  this  capitulation,  under  the  fame 
terms  as  are  granted  to  his  Catholic 
Majefly’s  troops. 

V.  As  foon  as  flips  can  be  con¬ 
veniently  provided  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  the  prifcners  are  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  Old  Spain  ;  they  remain¬ 
ing  prifoners  of  war  until  exchang¬ 
ed  by  a  cartel  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions,  or  until  the  peace ;  it  being 
clearly  underfood  that  they  fhaft 
not  ferve  againfl  Great  Britain  or 
her  allies  until  exchanged. 

VI.  There  being  fome  officers  a- 
monghis  Catholic  Majefty ’s  troops 
whole  private  affairs  require  their 
prefence -at  different  places  on  the 
continent  of  America,  fuch  officers 
are  permitted  to  go  upon  their  pa¬ 
role  to  the  faid  places  for  fix  months, 
more  or  lefs;  after  which  period 
they  are  to  return  to  Europe ;  but 
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as  the  number  receiving  this  indul¬ 
gence  muff  be  limited,  his  Excel¬ 
lency  Don  Chacon  will  previoufy 
deliver  to  the  Britifh  commanders  a 
lift  of  their  names,  rank,  and  places 
which  they  are  going  to. 

VII.  The  officers  of  the  royal 
adminiftration,  upon  the  delivery 
of  the  (tores  with  which  they  are 
charged,  to  fuch  officers  as  may  be 
appointed  by  the  Britifh  command¬ 
ers,  will  receive  receipts,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  cuftom  in  like  cafes, 
from  the  officers  fo  appointed  to 
receive  the  ftores. 

VIII.  All  the  private  property 
of  the  inhabitants,  as  well  Spaniards 
as  fuch  as  may  have  been  naturaliz¬ 
ed,  is  preferved  to  them. 

XX.  All  public  records  are  to  b<£ 
preferved  in  fuch  courts  or  offices 
as  they  are  now  in  ;  and  all  con-* 
trarics  or  purchafes  between  indivi¬ 
duals,  which  have  been  done  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laws  of  Spain,  are 
to  be  held  binding  and  valid  by  the 
Britifh  government. 

X.  The  Spaniflr  officers  of  ad¬ 
miniftration,  who  are  pofefled  of 
landed  property  in  Trinidad,  are 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  ifland5 
they  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
to  his  Britannic  Majefty ;  and  they 
are  farther  allowed,  fliould  they 
pleafe,  to  fell  or  difpofe  of  their 
property,  and  to  retire  elfewhere. 

XI.  The  free  exercife  of  their 
religion  is  allowed  to  the  inhabit¬ 
ants. 

XII.  The  free  coloured  people, 
who  have  been  acknowledged  as 
fuch  by  the  laws  of  Spain,  (hall  be 
protected  in  their  liberty,  perfo.ns, 
and  property,  like  other  inhabit¬ 
ants;  they  taking  the  oath  of  al¬ 
legiance,  and  demeaning  themfel  ves 
as  becomes  good  and  peaceable  fub- 
jedts  of  his  Britannic  Majefty. 

XIII.  The 
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XIII.  The  failors  and  foldiers  of 
his  Catholic  Majefty  are,  from  the 
time  of  their  laying  down  their 
arms,  to  be  fed  by  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment,  leaving  the  expence  to 
be  regulated  by  the  cartel  between 
the  two  nations. 

XIV.  The  Tick  of  the  Spanifti 
troops  will  be  taken  care  of,  but  to 
be  attended,  and  to  be  under  the 
infpeftion  of  their  own  furyeons, 

I  Cj 

XV.  All  the  inhabitants  of  Tri¬ 
nidad  fhall,  within  thirty  days  from 
the  date  hereof,  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  His  Britannic  Majefty, 
to  demean  thernfelves  quietly  and 
faithfully  to  his  government,  upon 
pain,  in  cafe  of  non-compliance,  of 
being  fent  away  from  the  ifland. 

Done  at  Port  d'E/fiagne,  in  the 
ifland  of  Trinidad,  the  18th 
day  of  February,  1797. 

Ralph  Abercromey, 
Henry  Harvey, 

Joseph  Maria  Chacon. 


Royal  RroceJJlon  to  St.  Raul's 

The  19th  of  December  being 
the  day  appointed  for  a  General 
Thankfgiving,  for  the  three  great 
naval  victories  obtained  by  his 
Majefty ’s fleets, under  the  command 
of  Cords  Howe,  St.  Vincent,  and 
Duncan,  a  grand  proceftion  to  St. 
Paul’s,  by  the  Royal  Family  and 
the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  took 
place.  The  Foot  Guards  were  all 
on  duty  in  the  Strand  foon  after  fix, 
the  Horfe- Guards  lining  the  Park, 
Pall-mall,  and  Chari ng-crofs,  affift- 
ed  by  a  detachment  of  the  Queen’s 
regiment  of  light  horfe,  and  the 
fixth  regiment  of  Dragoon-Guards. 
At  feven,  the  fearnen  and  marines, 


with  their  officers,  aftembled  in 
Palace-yard,  and  at  eight  the  caval¬ 
cade  commenced  in  the  following 
order - 

A  divifion  of  marines  from  Chat¬ 
ham  barracks,  with  a  band  of 
mufic. 

Seamen,  fix  in  front,  with  their 
lieutenants  and  petty  officers* 
with  drawn  fwbrds. 


in 

qj  C2 

C  <U 

•a  e 

«  rtf 

ten  v 
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«\  w 

An  Artillery  Waggon,  with  g  S 
the  French  flags.  I  B 

J  h  S 

r-«  — 

The  following  officers  in  their 
carriages :  — 

Vice-Admiral  Caldwell,  1ft  of  June* 

1794  * — Vice-Admiral  Goodall* 
14th  of  March,  1795— Rear-Ad¬ 
miral  Hamilton,  23d  of  June* 

1795  —  Reprefentatives  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Earl  Howe,  Admiral  Lord. 
Bridport,  and  Admiral  Lord 
Hotham. 

A  divifion  of  fearnen,  with  their 
lieutenants.,  See. 


o  d 
d 


r 

„  _  J  Artillery  Wagg 

the  ipanilh  flags. 

a.'t  mk' i  .i 


M 


at-  pci  1-9 

on,  with  |  rf  2 
m  >  a  w 


in  carriages 


Vice-Admiral  Sir  C.  Thompfon* 
1 4th  of  F  ebruary,  1 797 — Captain 
T.  Harvey,  Tiinidad,  17  th  of 
February,  1797  —  Reprefenta¬ 
tives  of  Admiral  Earl  St.  Vin¬ 
cent,  and  Rear-Admiral  Har- 
vey. 

A  divifion  of  fe.imen,  with  their 
lieutenants,  Sec. 


f  Artilfery  Waggon,  with  the 
Dutch  Flags,  taken  from 
Admirals  De  Winter, 
Reintjes,  and  Lucas. 


lO  5* 

O  Ss 

PJ 

3  -f 
n 

P  rs 


*  The  dates  fignify  the  days  on  which  the  fevcral  memorable  adlions  were  fought. 
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In  carriages * 

Admiral  Lord  Duncan,  1 1  th  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  1797  —  Rear-Admiral 
Douglas,  17  th  of  Auguft,  1797 
• — The  laft  officer  being  the  re- 
prefentative  of  Vice  -  Admiral 
Lord  Keith,  to  whom  Admiral 
Lucas,  with  his  fquadron,  capi¬ 
tulated  in  Saldanha  Ray. 

A  detachment  of  Marines  from 
Chatham. 

The  foreign  minifters  in  their 
carriages. 

The  Earl  of  Aylesford,  with  Fran¬ 
cis  Barker,  E^g. 

The  Members  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ;  in  the  rear  of  whom 
game  the  Speaker,  in  his  ftate- 
carriage. 

Three  Knights  Marfhalmen, 
Clerk  of  the  Crown, 

Matters  in  Chancery,  and 
The  Twelve  judges. 

The  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tempo¬ 
ral,  in  their  robes,  but  not  rang¬ 
ed  (from  accident  perhaps)  in 
the  order  of  their  rank  or  fenio- 
rity. 

Lord  High  Chancellor  in  his  robes 
of  ftate. 

THE  ROYAL  CAVALCADE* 

lft  coach,  Houfehold  Officers  of  the 
Duke  of  Gloucefter. 

*2.  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Gloucefter,  and  Princefs 
Sophia  of  Gloucefter. 

3.  Houfehold  Officers  of  the  Duke 

of  Clarence. 

4.  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 

of  Clarence. 

A  Party  of  the  Life-Guards. 

5.  Houfehold  Officers  of  the  Duke 


7.  Ladies  of.  the  Bedchamber  to 

the  Queen. 

8.  Maids  of  Honour  to  the  Queen  i 
9.  Equerries  to  her  Majefty. 

10.  Ladies  of  the  Bedchamber  to 

the  Queen. 

11.  Matter  of  the  Horfe  to  the 

Queen. 

12.  Gentlemen  U fliers  of  the  Privy 

Chamber. 

13.  Deputy  Lord  Steward. 

14.  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber. 

15.  Attendants. 

16.  Mafter  of  the  Horfe  to  the 
King. 

17.  THEIR  MAJESTIES. 
Marfhalmen,  State  Trumpeters,  and 
a  numerous  body  of  Life-Guards. 

18.  Miftrefs  of  ihe  Robes  to  the 
Queen,  and  the  Lady  in  Waiting. 

19.  The  Piinceftes  Augulta  and 

Elizabeth. 

20.  The  Princeftes  Sophia  and 

Mary. 

A  ftrong  Detachment  of  Life- 
Guards. 

In  this  manner  the  proceffion 
paraded  to  Temple -Bar,  where 
their  Majefties  were  received  by 
The  Lord  Mayor, 
dreffed  in  a  crimfon  velvet  rown. 
mounted  on  a  fine  grey  horfe,  ele¬ 
gantly  caparifoned,  and  bearing  the 
fword  of  the  city,  which  he  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  King,  with  his  head 
uncovered.  His  Majefty  accepted 
the  civic  compliment  with  the  ilt- 
moft  politenefs,  and  immediately 
returned  the  fword  to  his  Lord- 
ftiip. 

The  two  Sheriffs,  and  four  of 
the  Common  Council,  attended  to 
the  Cathedral,  where  the  corpora- 


of  York. 

«.  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Yorki 
Vol.  XXXIX, 


tion  received  the  King.  —  The 
fheriffs  in  their  gowns  of  office,  and 
the  fword  carried  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  immediately  before  his  Ma- 
F  jetty’s 


8  a 


A  P  P  E  N 

jelly’s  coach. — The  four  Common 
Council,  in  their  gowns,  before 
the  Aldermen.  - —  At  the  well  door, 
the  Peers  in  their  robes,  attended 
by  the  King  at  Arms,  and  other 
officers,  met  their  Majefties,  the 
gentlemen  penfioners  being  all  in 
waiting. 

Exactly  at  a  quarter  pah  eleven, 
the  great  weft  doors  of  St.  Paul’s 
were  thrown  open,  and  the  Royal 
Proceftion,  being  met  by  the  Bilhop 
of  .London  and  the  Dean  and  Chap¬ 
ter,  in  their  robes,  entered  the  ca¬ 
thedral,  and  detachments  from  the 
I  ft  and  Coldftream  regiment  of 
guards  formed  a  double  line  from 
the  weft  door  to  the  dome  ground- 
floor,  which  was  flanked  by  two  di- 
viftons  of  marines  in  the  rear;  and 
circularly  within,  eight  command¬ 
ers  flags,  taken  from  our  three 
naval  enemies,  the  French,  the 
Spaniards,  and  the  Dutch,  by  Ad¬ 
mirals  Earl  Howe,  Earl  St.  Vincent, 
and  Vifcount  Duncan,,  were  dis¬ 
played  on  the  right  and  left ;  the 
ftaffs  borne  by  the  flag-officers  of 
Great  Britain.  Their  Majefties 
were  preceded  by  the  Dukes  of 
York,  Clarence,  and  Gloucefter, 
and  Prince  Erneft,  and  followed  by 
the  live  Princefles,  and  fainted  by 
the  troops  with  refted  arms,  the 
drums,  cymbals,  and  other  inftru- 
ments,  playing  the  Grenadier’s 
march.  As  foon  as  the  King  arriv¬ 
ed  at  the  naval  circle,  he  flopped, 
and  fpoke  for  fonie  time  to  Lord 
Duncan,  who  fupported  the  captive 
colours  of  the  Dutch  Admiral  De 
Winter.  Fie  alfo  paufed  a  moment 
to  fpeak  to  Sir  Alan  Gardener, 
who  bore  the  principal  French 
ftandard,  taken  from  that  enemy 
on  the  1ft  of  June.  At  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  choir  the  Court  of 


D  I  X  TO 

Aldermen  wrere  drawn  up  on  th£ 
right  to  receive  them,  to  whom  the" 
Royal  Militants  paid  a  marked  re- 
fpedt. — On  entering  the  choir,  their 
Majefties  were  feated  under  a  crim- 
fon  canopy  of  ftate  :  the  King  took 
his  feat  on  the  right,  and  her  Ma- 
jefty  on  the  left :  the  Princefles 
were  in  a  compartment  on  the  left. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  was  in  a  dif- 
tinguifhed  feat  -alfo  on  the  left,  as 
was  the  Lord  Mayor  near  the  pulpit ; 
the  Bilhop  of  London  and  Speaker 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  ho¬ 
norary  ftations  on  the  right. — The 
fervice  coriftnenced  about  twelve. 
The  vocal  choir,  on  this  occafion, 
was  removed  into  the  organ  loft. 
— At  the  clofe  of  the  firft  leflon, 
a  naval- proceftion  commenced  t-o 
choral  mufic,  from  the  body  of  the 
church  to  the  choir,  when  the  Bri- 
tifh  Admirals  advanced  with  the 
colours  abovementioned,  which 
were  fupported  by  junior  Flag- 
Officers,  and  the  Captains  of  thofe 
ftiips  to  which  they  were  ftruck. 
They  palled  through  the  choir, 
where  they  were  received  by  the 
hands  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter, 
and  by  them  borne  and  ranged  on 
both  tides  the  altar  in  confecrated 
order.  —  The  remainder  of  the 'fer¬ 
vice  being  gone  through,  Dr.  Pret- 
tvman,  Bilhop  of  Lincoln,  as  Dean 
of  St.  Paul’s,  preached  a  fermon, 
appropriate  to  the  occafion,  from 
the  fecond  book  of  Samuel,  chap¬ 
ter  22d,  verfes  1ft,  2d,  and  3d.— 
The  fervice  of  the  day  being  con¬ 
cluded,  the  proceftion  returned 
through  the  choir  in  fuller  ftate 
than  they  had  entered,  being  join¬ 
ed  by  all  the  Peers,  Commons,  &c. 
who  were  prefent  in  the  choir. 
Their  Majefties  were  preceded  by 
the  male  branch  of  the  family,  in 

their- 
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their  order  and  collars  of  Late,  viz. 
the  Dukes  of  York,  Clarence,  and 
GlouceLer,  and  Prince  ErneL,  the 
Foreign  Ambafladors,  &c.  The 
Bifhop  of  London  was  on  his  Ma- 
jeLy’s  right  hand,  and  the  Bifhop 
of  Lincoln  on  his  left.  The  fword 
of  Late  was  borne  by  Earl  Spen¬ 
cer,  in  his  robes,  on  the  right,  and 
that  of  the  city  by  the  Lord  Mayor, 
on  the  left  of  the  King.  —  The 
King  appeared  in  blue  and  gold  • 
the  Queen  in  mazarine  blue,  with 
a  diamond  head-drefs ;  the  Prin- 
ceffes  in  the  fame  coloured  veLs, 
with  chained  head-drefTes  of  gold 
and  white  feathers.— Their  Majes¬ 
ties  were  received  with  applaufe  as 
they  paffed  the  body  of  the  church 
to  and  fro.  The  gallant  Lord  Dun- 
!  can  was  greeted  with  rapturous  and 
:  repeated  plaudits.  —  Mr.  Pitt  and 
•  Mr.  Dundas  attended  the  Royal 
'  Procehion  in  the  Windfor  drefs 
!  uniform,  and  were  received  much 
1  more  favourably  within  the  church 
than  they  had  been  in  their  paiTage 
1  to  it !  The  ceremony,  continued 
till  half-pail  one,  when  their  Ma- 
iefties  returned  to  their  coach  of 
irate,  and  returned  to  Bucking- 
ham-houfe,  under  a  fimilar  efcort. 
No  material  accident  occurred  to 
mar  the  fplendor  of  the  day, 
which  clofed  with  great  credit  to 
all  who  had  the  conduct  of  its  ca¬ 
nonical,  civil,  and  military  arrange¬ 
ments. 

The  Service  was  concluded  about 
half-pah:  two,  when  the  proceffion 
returned  in  the  reverfe  order  to 
that  in  which  it  went ;  and  the 
’  Royal  Cavalcade  arrived  at  St. 
James’s  a  few  minutes  after  four 
o’clock. 

The  failors  and  marines  were 
univerfally  cheered  by  the  popu¬ 
lace.  The  former  were  headed  by 


a  number  of  lieutenants,  and  mid- 
ihipmen. 

The  Lreets,  from  the  Palace  to 
Temple-Bar,  were  clofely  lined  on 
each  tide  by  the  Horfe  Guards  and 
the  fixth  regiment  of  dragoons,  and 
from  thence  to  St.  Paul’s,  by  the 
London. Militia,. the  EaL  India  Vo¬ 
lunteers,  the  Light  Plorfe  AfTocia- 
tion,  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Artillery  Company.  The  regi¬ 
ment  of  dragoons  and  Several 
other  corps  continued  to  parade 
the  Lreets"  of  WeLminfter  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  -night,  and  ail 
the  other  troops  were  under  orders 
to  attend  at  a  minute’s  notice ;  but 
happily  the  peaceable  demeanour 
of  the  people  rendered  their  Ser¬ 
vices  wholly  unneceflary. 

Patroles  of  horfe  guards  and  other 
cavalry  paraded  the  principal  Lreets 
all  night. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  very  grofsly  infulL 
ed  by  the  populace  on  his  way  to 
the  cathedral ;  in  confequence  of 
which  he  did  not  return  in  his  own 
carriage,  but  Lopped  to  dine  with 
the  Speaker  and  Some  other  gentle<- 
men  in  Doctors  Commons.  He 
was  efcorted  home  in  the  evening 
by  a  party  of  the  London  light 
horfe. 

The  whole  buLnefs  was  conduct¬ 
ed  with  the'  utmoft  order  and  pro¬ 
priety,  and  the  beauty  and  cleamefs 
of  the  day  greatly  incrbafed  the 
fplendor  and  brilliancy  of  the 
fpedtacle. 

[ Petitions  having  been  prefented  from 
almoft  every  county ,  oA,  and  town  in 
England ,  to  his  Majefiy  for  peace  and 
the  dfmlffal  of  his  minijlers ,  z  cef/iali  only 
give  the  following  fpecimcns  containing 
mop  of  the  arguments  that  could  be  brought 
for  that  purpofe ,  and  of  which  mojl  of  the 
others  are  but  echos,  J 
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APPENDIX  TO 


To  the  King’s  Moji  Excellent  Majejly. 

The  humble  Addrefs  and  Petition  of  the 
Lord  Mayor ,  Aldermen ,  and  Livery 
of  London ,  in  common  hall  affemhled , 
on  Thurfday  the  23  d  of  March , 
1797. 

May  it  pleafe  you  Majefty, 

lOI/’’ E,  3;Qur  Majefty’s  moft  faith* 
*  *  ful  and  loyal  fubjeCts,  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery 
of  the  city  of  London,  in  common 
hall  aflembled,  approach  the  throne 
with  deep  affliction,  and  with  the 
mod:  awful  apprehenfions  from 
your  Majefty’s  minifters  invaria¬ 
bly  perfifting  in  meafures  which 
an  accumulation  of  unprecedented 
calamities  has  manifeftly  proved 
unwife  and  deftruCtive,  immediate¬ 
ly  tending  to  pervert  and  even  to 
deftroy  the  acknowledged  prin¬ 
ciples  of  our  juftly  boafted  confti- 
tution. 

W e  lament  that  by  the  evil  in- 
ftigations  of  your  Majefty’s  advifers, 
thefe  nations  have  been  plunged 
into  a  war,  unparalleled  in  mifery 
and  deftruCtion,  which  has  nearly 
ruined  our  commerce,  impoverifh- 
ed  our  manufacturers,  depopulated 
our  country,  Tapped  the  public 
credit,  and  widely  extended  the 
molt  flagitious  corruption. 

,  We  moll  deeply  deplore  that 
your  Majefty’s  minifters,  abandon¬ 
ing  the  principles  they  once  pro-, 
felfed,  have  endeavoured  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  remonftrances  of  your 
people,  attacking  the  very  vitals  of 
our  conffitution,  and  depriving 
your  fubjeCts  of  liberties  which 
their  anceftors  with  fo  much  ener¬ 
gy  “  claimed,  demanded,  and  in¬ 
dited  on  as  their  undoubted  right 
and  inheritance,”  and  which  it  is 
our  duty  to  tranfmit  to  our  pof- 
terity  pure  and  inviolate  ;  and  for 


the  defence  and  prefervation  of 
which  your  Majefty’s  royal  houfe 
was  chofen  and  placed  upon  the 
throne  of  thefe  realms. 

We  therefore  moft  humbly  be- 
feech  your  Majefty  to  difmifs  for 
ever  from  your  Majefty’s  prefence 
and  councils  thofe  advifers,  both 
public  and  fecret,  of  the  meafures 
we  lament,  not  doubting  that  by  a 
change  of  councils  fuch  meafures 
may  be  adopted  as  will  fpeedily 
procure  the  ineftimable  bleffmgs  of 
peace,  and  produce  fuch  a  fyftem 
of  (Economy  as  fhall  reftore  the 
public  credit  and  the  happinefs  of 
your  people.  But,  fhould  your 
Majefty  any  longer  confide  in  fuch 
advifers,  we  are  firmly  convinced 
that  they  will  completely  undermine 
that  balls  of  national  profperity  and 
happinefs,  the  reciprocal  confidence 
of  a  Sovereign  and  a  free  people, 
and  inevitably  deftrov  the  boafted 
privileges,  the  internal  peace,  and 
the  numerous  bleffmgs  that  Britons 
have  heretofore  enjoyed. 


Watfon  Mayor.— /«  a  meeting  or  af- 
fembly  of  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen ,  and 
Liverymen  of  the  fever  al  comjia?iies  of 
the  city  of  London^  in  common  hall  af’ 
fembled ,  at  the  Guildhall  of  the  faid 
city ,  on  Thurfday  the  Wth  day  of 
May ,  1797,-— 

RESOLVED,  That  his  Majef¬ 
ty’s  minifters  have  wantonly 
plunged  this  nation  into  an  unjuft 
and  unnecelfary  war,  which  has 
produced  a  feries  of  calamities  un¬ 
exampled  in  hiftory,  an  enormous 
increafe  of  public  "debt,  an  alarm¬ 
ing  diminution  of  our  trade  and 
manufactures,  an  abridgement  of 
our  rights  and  privileges,  a  fhame- 
ful  profufion  of  our  national  wealth, 

by 
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fey  fubfidizing  allies  abroad,  and 
fupporting  a  fyftem  of  corruption 
at  home,  to  the  deftrudtion  of  pub¬ 
lic  credit :  thus  evincing  a  difpo- 
fttion  to  facrifice  the  blood,  trea- 
fure,  and  liberties  of  the  kingdom, 
in  fupport  of  meafures  repugnant 
to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution, 
derogatory  to  the  dignity  and  fafety 
of  the  King,  and  ineonfiftent  with 
the  happinefs  of  the  people. 

Refolved,  That  it  appeals  the 
more  neceilarv  that  we  fhould  at 
this  time  have  the  full  exercife  of 
the  right  of  petitioning,  becaufe 
the  unprecedented  calamities  of  the 
country  demand  that  his  Majefty’s 
faithful  fubje&s  fhould  reprefent  to 
him  the  true  hate  of  affairs,  and 
pray  the  difmiftal  of  thofe  weak 
and  wicked  minifters,  whofe  mif- 
condudt  and  incapacity  have  brought 
this  once  great  and  flourifhing  na¬ 
tion  into  its  prefent  ftate  of  unpa¬ 
ralleled  diftrefs,  and  who  have 
proved  themfelves  utterly  incompe¬ 
tent  to  conduct  the  war,  or  nego¬ 
tiate  a  peace. 

Refolved,  That  whoever  advifed 
his  Majefty  to  refufe  receiving  the 
Petition  of  the  Livery  of  London 
f  with  the  accuftomed  marks  of  at- 
1  tention  and  refpedf,  thereby  placing 

I  a  barrier  between  the  Monarch  and 
his  fubjedts,  is  an  enemy  to  the 
King,  and  to  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  people. 

Refolved,  That  any  complaint 
i  made  againft  the  tyrannical  or  op- 
preftive  meafures  of  his  Majefty’s 
minifters,  muft  neceffarily  be  una- 

I  vailing,  if  the  immediate  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  King  be  fufpended, 
and  the  reprefentation  of  the  Peti¬ 
tion  is  to  depend  on  the  ©bfequious 
minions  of  authority,  or  criminal 
confpirators  againft  public  liberty. 
Refolved,  That  the  representa¬ 


tives  for  this  city  in  parliament  be 
inftrudted  to  make  a  motion,  or 
fupport  a  motion,  “  That  an  hum¬ 
ble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  praying  him  to  difmiis 
from  his  prefence  and  councils  his 
prefent  weak  and  wicked  minifters, 
as  the  moft  likely  means  of  obtain¬ 
ing  a  fpeedy  and  permanent  peace.,,’ 
And  they  are  hereby  inftmcted  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

Refolved,  That  the  proceedings 
of  the  common  halls  on  the  1 2th 
of  April  and  on  this  day,  be  ftgned 
by  the  town- clerk,  and  publifhed 
once  in  every  newfpaper  in  Great 
Britain.  And  that  the  ele&ors 
throughout  the  kingdom  be  earneft- 
ly  invited  to  afternbie  and  inftrudt 
their  reprefentatives  in  parliament 
to  addrefs  the  King  to  remove  his 
prefent  minifters,  as  the  only  ftep 
by  which  the  deftrudtion  of  the 
conftitution  and  the  ruin  of  the 
country  can  be  averted. 

Refolved,  That  any  petition  to 
counteradt  the  deciftons  of  this  and 
former  numerous,  refpedtable,  and 
uninfluenced  common  halls,  will  be 
departing  from  the  great  and  gene¬ 
rally  adopted  political  principle  of 
majority  and  minority,  legally  col- 
ledted. 

Refolved,  That  the  Lord  Mayor, 
by  diffolving  the  laft  common  hall 
on  a  frivolous  and  unfounded  pre¬ 
tence  of  the  irrelevance  of  the  refo- 
lution  which  was  moved  to  the  oc¬ 
casion  on  which  the  hall  was  affem- 
bled,  by  refuftng  to  convene  ano¬ 
ther  common  hall  for  all  the  pur- 
pofes  fpecified,  on  a  like  frivolous 
and  unfounded  pretence  of  the  Li¬ 
very  of  London  not  being  a  delibe  - 
rative  body;  and  by  convening  the 
prefent  common  hall,  for  pftr- 
pofes  fliort  of  thofe  which  were 
fpecified  in  the  requifttion,  has  vio- 
P  3  lated 
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lated  the  rights  of  the  livery,  has 
buffered  his  political  attachments  to 
warp  his  official  conduct,  and  prov¬ 
ed  himfelf  to  be  utterly  undeferving 
of  the  confidence  of  his  conftitu- 
cnts.  RIX. 


To  the  King’s  Moji  Excellent  Majejly. 

The  humhle  Petition  of  the  Nobility , 
Gentry ,  Clergy ,  Yeomanry ,  Freeholders 
of  the  comity  of  MidJlefex. 

WE  beg  leave  to  approach 

*  V  your  Majefty  with  the  moil 
dutiful  afTuran  ces  of  the  fame  una¬ 
bated  attachment  to  your  Majefty’s 
royal  perfon,  for  which  this  county 
has  been  at  all  times  diftinguifhed. 
We  humbly  reprefen  t  to  your  Ma¬ 
jefty  that  we  are  driven,  by  the 
pernicious  council's  and  palpable 
incapacity  of  your  Majefty’s  pre- 
fent  minifters,  to  appeal  direCtly  to 
your  Majefty’s  perfonal  benevo¬ 
lence  and  wifdom,  to  fave  us,  if  it 
be  poffible,  from  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  of  their  mal-adminiftra- 
tion ;  that  the  burdens  and  diftrefles 
of  every  fortAvith  which  we  are  op- 
preffed,  are  principally  owing  to 
the  prefent  war,  and  that  it  cannot 
be  continued  without  ruin  to  your 
people  :  That,  in  order  to  plunge 
the  country  into  this  deftruCtive 
war,  all  manner  of  falfe  pretences 
have  been  fucceflively  fet  up  and 
abandoned  by  your  Majefty’s  mi¬ 
nifters  :  That  the  objeCts  of  it  were 
never  expreifty  ftated  by  them  ;  and 
that,  in  the  conduct  of  it,  no  dif- 
iinCt  policy  or  fyftem  of  aCtion  has 
been  adhered  to.  At  firft  they  faid  it 
was  a  caufe  of  general  concern,  in 
which  your  Majefty  had  reafon  to 
hope  for  the  cordial  co-operation 
of  the  other  powers  of  Europe. 
The  greater  part  of  thofe  powers 


neverthelefs  either  did  not  join,  or 
very  foon  deferted  the  common 
caufe ;  fome  of  them  have  turned 
againft  us,  and  all  of.  them  have 
left  it,  in  effeCt,  to  yW  Majefty 
and  your  people,  to  bear  the  bur- 
den  of  the  conteft.  That  your  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  minifters  have  perpetually 
deluded  parliament  and  the  nation 
with  fanguine  expectations  of  fuc- 
cefs,  derived  from  the  ruined  ftate 
of  the  finances  ofF ranee,  concern¬ 
ing  the  refult  of  which,  their  loofe 
fpeculations  and  daily  predictions 
have  invariably  proved  falfe;  but 
that  their  own  perfeverance,  fup- 
ported  by  fuchdelufions,  have  really- 
plunged  this  kingdom  into  difficul¬ 
ties  which  threaten  us  with  univer- 
fal  bankruptcy,  beggary,  and  ruin  ; 
That  the  expences  of  the  war  have 
been,  and  continue  to  be,  enor¬ 
mous  and  infupportable,  and  are 
not  to  be  compenfated  even  by 
viCtory  and  fticcefs :  That,  by  ill- 
concerted  fchemes  of  conqueft  in 
peftilential  climates,  the  flower  of 
your  Majefty ’s  armies  has  periflied 
without  aCtion  or  glory:  That, 
while  parliament  has  provided,  and 
the  nation  has  paid,  for  the  fupport 
of  a  naval  force  more  than  adequate 
to  the  protection  of  every  part  of 
the  Britifh  empire,  your  Majefty’s 
kingdom  of  Ireland  has  been  left 
defencelefs ;  and  that  even  the 
brilliant  aClions  which  do  honour 
to  the  perfonal  (kill  and  bravery  of 
vour  Majefty’s  naval  officers  and 
feamen,  are  a  reproach  to  the  mi* * 
nifters,  who  have  expofed  your  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  fleets  to  contefts  againft;  fu- 
perior  numbers,  in  which  they  had 
no  right  to  expeCt  fuccefs :  That, 
by  an  illegal  and  arbitrary  aCt  of 
your  Majefty’s  Privy  Council,  a- 
dopted  on  the  reprefen tati on  of  the 
prefent  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
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quer,  a  fhock  has  been  given  to  the 
credit  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
which  can  never  be  fully  retrieved 
That  the  pretended  neceffity  of  re¬ 
ferring  for  the  public  fervice  the 
fpeeie  depokted  by  individuals  in 
the  Bank,  is  a  condemnation  of 
your  Majefty’s  minifters,  by  whofe 
meafures  alone  fuch  neceffity  could 
have  been  created,  and  which  may 
be  pleaded  at  any  time,  and  applied, 
with  equal  reafon,  to  any  private 
property  whatfoever,  which  an  ar¬ 
bitrary  government  may  be  able  to 
feize  and  appropriate  to  their  own 
purpofes,  under  colour  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice  :  That  the  memory  of 
this  deteftable  tranfariion  will  live 
in  the  minds  of  men,  and  create 
fuch  a  perpetual  diftruft  of  the  good 
faith  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
of  all  bankers,  as  cannot  be  remov¬ 
ed,  even  by  the  Bank’s  being  per¬ 
mitted  by  your  Majefly’s  miniftry 
to  revert  to  its  principles,  and'  to 
make  its  payments  with  honefty 
hereafter ;  knee  no  man  can  be  al¬ 
lured  that,  when  a  precedent  of 
this  atrocious  nature  has  once  been 
eftablifhed  with  impunity,  it  will 
not  be  followed  by  the  fame  or 
other  minift ers ;  or  that  even  the 
apparent  good  faith  with  which  the 
Bank  may  again  begin  to  pay  its 
creditors  in  fpeeie,  may  not  be  in¬ 
tended  for  a  fnare  to  draw  gold  and 
filver  into  the  Bank,  where  it  may 
again  be  detained  by  an  order  of 
the  Privy  Council,  on  another  re- 
prefentation  from  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  We  moft  hum¬ 
bly  reprefent  to  your  Majefty,  that 
all  thefe  evils  are  owing  to  the  groks 
mifeonduri  and  utter  incapacity  of 
your  Majefty ’s  minifters,  who  have 
ftiewn  themfelves  unable  to  make 
war  with  energy,  or  to  negotiate 
for  peace  with  dignity  or  candour. 
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That  they  have  defignedly  thrown 
away  every  favourable  opportunity 
of  treating  with  advantage,  and 
have  made  no  ufe  of  fuccefs  but  to 
inflame  and  delude  the  nation,  at 
any  expence  and  hazard,  into  a 
fenfelefs  and  defperate  profeention 
of  the  war  :  fo  that,  in  their  hands, 
even  fortunate  events  are  convert¬ 
ed  into  fources  of  additional  dif- 
trefs  and  protracted  calamity  to 
your  Majefty’s  faithful  fubje&s. 
We  therefore  mo  ft  humbly  folicit 
your  Majefty  to  difmifs  your  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  prefent  criminal  and  incapa* 
ble  minifters  from  your  Majefty’s 
councils,  by  which  alone  it  is  poffi- 
ble  that  public  credit  may  be  gra¬ 
dually  reftored,  and  that  peace  may 
be  obtained  on  fafe  and  honourable 
terms. 

And  your  Majefty’s  petitioners 
fhall  ever  pray,  &c. 


To  the  King's  Moft  Excellent  Majefty . 

The  humble  Petition  oft  the  Inhabitants 
(houfeholders)  ft  the  city  and  liberty  of 
Weftminfter. 

WE,  your  Majefty’s  moft  du¬ 
tiful  fubjeris,  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  (houfeholders)  of  the  city  and 
liberty  of  Weftminfter,  humbly  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  Majefty  in  a 
crifis  of  the  greateft  danger  to  our 
country  that  it  has  experienced 
knee  the  Revolution.  Your  Majef¬ 
ty’s  minifters  have  involved  us  in  a 
war,  in  the  profecution  of  which 
they  have  already  fquandered  up¬ 
wards  of  130  millions  of  money. 
They  have  already  laid  taxes  upon 
the  people  to  the  amount  of  kx 
millions  and  a  half  annually:  and 
the  lives  which  they  have  facrikc- 
ed,  and  the  fum  which  they  have 
added  to  human  mifery,  exceeds  all 
F  4*  calculation 
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calculation  or  belief.  We  humbly 
reprefent  to  your  Majefty,  that  in 
the  hands  of  thofe  ministers,  no¬ 
thing  has  profpered.  Inftead  of 
refforing  monarchy  in  France,  they 
have  been  compelled  to  recognife 
the  republic  there  eltablilhed,  and 
to  offer  propofals  of  peace  to  it. 
Inflead  of  difmembering  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  that  republic,  they  have 
fuffered  it  to  add  to  them  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  Holland,  and  great  part 
of  Italy  and  Germany;  and  even  a 
part  of  thefe  kingdoms,  which  the 
fleets  of  that  republic  have  intuit¬ 
ed,  have  only  been  preferred  from 
the  calamities  of  an  invafion  by  the 
accidents  of  the  feafons.  In  their 
negotiations  for  peace  they  have 
been  equally  unfuccefsful.  It  was 
to  be  expected.  When  they  afked 
peace  they  were  abjeCt,  but  not  fin- 
cere  ;  they  acknowledged  their  im¬ 
potence,  but  not  their  errors ;  they 
difcovered  the  moil;  hoftile  difpofi- 
tions  towards  F ranee  at  the  very  time 
they  proved  their  utter  inability  to 
contend  with  her.  When  they 
wanted  to  obtain  our  confent  to 
the  war,  they  allured  us  that  it  was 
necellary  for  the  fafety  of  our  own 
commerce.  At  this  moment  moil 
of  the  ports  of  Europe  are  fhut  a- 
gainft  ns,  goods  to  an  immenfe  a- 
mount  are  lying  upon  the  hands  of 
our  merchants;  and  the  manufac¬ 
turing  poor  are  ftarving  by  thou- 
fands.  They  allured  us  the  war  was 
necellary  for  the  prefervation  of 
property  and  public  credit.  They 
have  rendered  every  man’s  proper¬ 
ty  fubjeCt  to  an  order  of  the  Privy 
Council ;  and  the  Bank  of  England 
has  flopped  payment.  '  They  allur¬ 
ed  us  that  the  war  was  necellary  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  conffitu- 
jtion : They  have  deftroyed  its 
beft  part,  which  is  its  liberty,  by 
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oppreffive  reftri&ions  upon  the 
right  of  petitioning,  and  upon  the 
freedom  of  the  prefs  ;  by  profecuG 
ing  innocent  men  under  falfe  pre¬ 
tences;  by  fending  money  to  fo* 
reign  princes  without  the  confent 
of  parliament;  while,  by  erecting 
barracks  throughout  the  kingdom, 
they  give  us  reafon  to  fufpect  their 
intention  of  finally  fubjeCHng  the 
people  to  military  defpotifm.  They 
allured  us  the  war  was  necellary  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  unity  of  our 
empire.  But  they  have  fo  conduct- 
ed,  and  are  Hill  fo  conducting 
themfelves  in  Ireland,  as  to  alien¬ 
ate  the  affections  of  that  brave, 
loyal,  opprefied,  and  perfecuted  na-  1 
tion,  and  to  expofe  the  molt  fiou- 
rilhing  of  its  provinces  to  all  the 
horrors  of  lawlefs  military  violence. 
Thefe  are  not  common  errors : 
they  are  great  crimes;  and  of  thefe 
crimes,  before  God  and  our  coun¬ 
try,  we  accufe  your  minilters.  Our 
affeCtions  to  your  Maj  city’s  perfon, 
our  loyalty  to  your  government, 
are  unabated  your  Majeftv’s  vir 
tues  are  a  pledge  for  the  one  ;  the 
c.onftitution  which  makes  you 
King  for  the  other.  But  duty  to 
our  fellow  countrymen  and  to  our 
pofterity,  which  is  but  another 
name  for  that  affeCtion  and  loyalty, 
impels  us  to  reprefent  to  your  Ma¬ 
jefty,  that  your  minilters  are  de¬ 
frauding  us  of  the  benefit  of  thofe 
virtues,  by  deftroying  the  channels 
through  which  they  flow.  They 
have  tarnifhed  the  national  honour 
and  glory  ;  they  have  opprefied  the 
poor  with  almolt  intolerable  bur¬ 
thens;  they  have  poifoned  the  in- 
tercourfe  of  private  life  ;  they  have 
given  a  fatal  blow  to  public  credit ; 
they  have  divided  the  empire ;  and 
they  have  fub verted  the  conflitu- 
tion.  We  humbly  pray  your  Ma- 
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jbfty,  therefore,  to  difmifs  them 
from  your  prefence  and  councils 
for  ever. 


To  the  King’s  Moji  Excellent  Majefiy. 

"The  humble  Petition  of  the  underjigned 
Freeholders  of  the  county  of  Down, 

May  itpleafe  your  Majefty, 

E,  your  Majefty ’s  moft  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  take 
this  opportunity  of  expreffing  our 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  your  Ma- 
jefty’s  perfon  and  family,  and  thofe 
principles  which  placed  them  on 
the  throne  of  thefe  realms ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  of  declaring,  that,  in 
fuch  a  period  as  the  prefent,  we 
fhould  think  it  little  fhort  of  trea- 
fon  to  be  filent  on  the  ftate  of  this 
your  Maieftv’s  kingdom  of  Ireland. 
It  is  not  merely  of  a  long,  difaft- 
rous,  unjuft,  and  unnecelTary  war, 
which  has  deftroyed  public  credit, 
.commerce,  and  manufactures,  we 
complain:  your  Majefty,  in  your 
wifdom,  muft  have  perceived  the 
evil  confequences  of  that  war 
through  every  part  of  your  domi¬ 
nions  : — It  is  not  the  melancholy 
wafte  of  blood  and  treafure  of 
which  we  complain;  becaufe  thofe 
calamities  cannot  now  be  remedied; 
—but  we  beg  leave  to  approach 
your  throne  with  a  plain  unexagge¬ 
rated  ftate  of  our  prefent  diftreff- 
Ing  grievances.  Ever  fince  the  ad- 
miniftrafkm  of  the  great  Lord  Cha¬ 
tham,  almoft  all  good  and  wife  men 
have  concurred  in  the  abfolute  ne- 
ceftity  of  a  parliamentary  reform, 
as  well  for  the  fecurity  of  the  throne 
as  the  people.  Your  Majefty ’s 
prefent  minifter  has  given  leftons 
-  to  the  empire  on  that  head  which 
.can  never  be  forgotten^  and  the 
ruin  which  has  accompanied  his  de¬ 


viation  from  that  principle  has  de~ 
monftrated  the  neceffity  of  that 
meafure.  The  dutiful  and  loyal 
petitions  of  your  people  have  not 
been  attended  to  :  the  moft  confti- 
tutional  and  loyal  means  of  feeking 
redrefs  have  been  oppofed  by  the 
moft  imconftitutional  and  illegal 
coercions  :  every  right  for  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  which  our  forefathers 
fired  their  blood,  and  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  which  your  Majefty’s  an- 
ceftors  were  ca-lled  to  the  throne, 
has  been  fucceftively  taken  away  by 
the  undue  influence  of  your  Majef¬ 
ty’s  prefent  minifters  ;  the  right  of 
petitioning  greatly  invaded  by  the 
Convention-bill;  the  trial  by  jury, 
by  fummary  convictions,  under  the 
moft  imconftitutional  laws  ;  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  prefs,  and  the  freedom 
of  fpeech,  by  the  fhameful  encou¬ 
ragement  of  fpies  and  informers ; 
the  right  of  habeas  corpus  has  been 
fufpended;  and  the  great  right, 
which  is  the  fecurity  of  all  other 
rights,  the  right  of  bearing  arms, 
has  been  groflly  violated,  not 
only  by  a  feries  of  laws  repugnant 
to  the  written  and  acknowledged 
compaft  between  the  crown  and 
the  people,  exprefted  unequivocally 
in  the  Bill  of  Rights,  but,  in  a  late 
inftance,  by  an  aft  of  ftate  avowed¬ 
ly  illegal.  We,  therefore,  humbly 
entreat  your  Majefty  to  difmifs 
from  your  councils  and  prefence 
your  prefent  minifters,  as  the  firft 
ftep  towards  reftoring  peace,  prof- 
perity,  and  happinefs  to  this  dif- 
trafted  country,  and  thereby  firm¬ 
ly  fecuring  the  interefts  of  the 
crown  and  people,  which  are  both 
at  prefent  in  the  moft  alarming 
danger.  And  we  further  entreat 
your  Majefty  immediately  to  call 
fuch  men  to  your  councils  as  may 
afiift  your  people  in  obtaining  a 
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reform  of  parliament,  embracing 
every  religions  perfuafion,  as  the 
fore  and  only  means  of  rendering 
this  kingdom  profperous  and  hap¬ 
py. 

A r .  Johnston,  C hairman, 
Ed.  Potttnger,  Secretary. 

By  and  on  the  behalf,  and  at  the 
defire  of  four  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  three  freeholders 
of  the  county  of  Down,  who 
fubfcribed  their  names  to  the 
above  petition. 

J let  urn  to  the  Order  of  the  Honourable 
Houfe  of  Commons ,  of  the  (2\th  of 
March ,  1797  ,for  an  account  of  the 
Advances  made ,  or  ordered,  to  be  made , 
for  the  fervice  of  his  Imperial  Majefiy , 
f  nee  the  \%tJi  of  December,  1796: — 
And  alfo  of  the  fecurities  for  the  repay¬ 
ment  of  the  fame  ;  together  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  dates  of  the  advances  re¬ 
flectively. 

ADVANCES  MADE. 

29th  December,  1796  -  L. 50, 000 

28th  January,  1797  -  110,000 

1 8  th  February  -  -  90,000 

24tli  February  -  -  30,000 

4th  March  -  100,000 

II  th  March  -  -  -  -  120,000 

L.5 00,000 

No  farther  advances  have  been 
ordered. 

The  fecurity  for  the  repayments 
of  thefe  fu-rns  is  the  receipt  of  the 
agents  of  the  Emperor,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  an  engagement  of  the 
Imperial  Minifler  at  this  court,  that 
the  fame  fliall  be  repaid  out  of  any 
loan  which  may  be  made  in  Eng¬ 
land  for  the  fervice  of  the  Empe¬ 
ror,  whenever  circumhances  per¬ 
mit  fuch  loan  to  be  made. 

Charles  Long* 
IHhl  diall  Treafury  Chambers ? 

March  8ih)  1797. 


FINANCIAL  STATE  OF  THE  NA¬ 
TION. 

Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  Financial  State  of 
the  Nation. 

I. — The  public  Funded  Debt. 

total  amount  of  the  public 
debts,  as  they  flood  upon  the 
5th  of  January,  1793,  appears  to 
have  been,  in  funded  capital, 

L.  238,231,243  5  2j  • 

And  the  total  of  the  annual  intereft 
and  charge  of  the  public  funded 
debt  at  that  period  amounted  to 
L.  9,325,8 66  4  3f- 

The  public  debts  which  arofe  be¬ 
tween  the  5th  day  of  January, 
1793,  and  the  5th  of  January, 
1797,  appear  to  have  been  creat¬ 
ed  by  the  railing  of  59,000,0001. 
fieri! ng  upon  loans,  and  by  the 
funding  of  navy,  victualling,  and 
tranfport  bills,  to  the  amount  of 
7,624,8961.  6s.  Id.  fterling;  a- 
mounting  in  the  whole  to  the 
fum  of  L.  66,624,896  6  1 

And  it  appears  that,  in  confequence 
thereof,  the  total  amount  of  the 
public  debts  created  between  the 
5th  of  January,  1793,  and  the 
5  th  of  January,  1797,  was  in  fund¬ 
ed  capital  X.  88,840,122  14  0 

And  the  total  of  the  annual  intereft 
and  charges  unon  the  above  in- 
creafe  of  debt,  was 

L.  3,181,623  13  8 

The  total  funded  capital  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  debt  was  therefore,  upon  the 
5  th  of  January,  1797, 

"  L.  327,071,370  19  <2\  * 

And  the  total  annual  intereft  and 
charge  of  the  public  funded  debt, 
was  -  L.  12,507,489  0  11^ 

Your  Committee  think  it  necef- 
iary  further  to  ftate,  that  in  order 
to  ftiew  correftiy  the  complete  a- 
mount  of  the  annual  charge,  the 

fum 
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fum  of  1,000,0001.  iffued  to  the 
commiffioners  for  reducing  the  na¬ 
tional  debt,  fliould  be  added  to  the 
interefl  and  charges  of  the  debt  ex¬ 
iting  on  the  5tn  of  January,  1793  : 
and  that  a  further  annual  fum,  in 
refpeT  of  the  ll.  per  centum  per 
annum,  on  capital  funded  iince  the 
5  th  of  January,  1793,  payable  to 
the  faid  commiffioners,  amounting 
to  923,1541.  19s.  4d.  fhould  be  add¬ 
ed  alfo  to  the  interefl  and  charges 
of  the  debt  created  iince  that  pe¬ 
riod. 

Toefe  being  taken  together,  viz. 
1,923,1541.  19s.  4d  and  added  to 
the  form er  fu  m s,  viz .  1 2, 5 07 , ■ 4 8 9 1. 
17s.  1  1  Jd.  the  total  annual  charge 
of  the  public  funded  debt,  in¬ 
cluding  the  fums  applicable  to 
the  reduction  thereof,  as  it  flood 
upon  the  5th  of  January,  1797, 
was  L.  14,430,644  "  17  3J 

Your  Committee  alfo  beg  leave 
to  obferve,  that  neither  the  amount 
of  the  flock  created  by  funding  cer¬ 
tain  Navy,  Victualling,  Transport, 
and  Exchequer  bills,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  prefent  feffion,  nor  by  the 
loan  of  eighteen  millions  for  the 
fervice  of  the  vear  1797,  are  no- 
ticed  in  the  flatement ;  as  they  nei¬ 
ther  are  nor,  by  the  courfe  of  the 
Exchequer,  could  be  included  in 
the  account  made  up  to  the  period 
marked  out  by  the  infiructions  to 
your  Committee. 

Jt  appears,  however,  that  the  capi¬ 
tal  flock,  created  by  funding  the 
bills  amounting  to  13,029,3991. 
Ss.  was  L,  21,575,774  0  0 

'  The  loan  -  20,250,000  0  0 

Total  41,825,774  0  0 

The  total  of  the  annual  interetl  and 
charges,  and  ll.  per  cent,  upon 
the  above  additional  debt,  a- 
mounts  to  Z.  2,151,250  J  0 


Your  Committee,  in  concluding 
this  part  of  their  enquiries,  think  it 
right  to  obferve,  upon  the  total  of 
the  capital  flock  fo  created  and  fo> 
conflituting  the  public  funded  debt9 
Iff,  That  its  amount  is  not  to  be 
coniidered  as  if  it  could  only  be 
extinguifhed  by  a  redemption  at 
par;  inafmuch  as  the  progreffive 
reduction  of  the  national  debt  by 
the  prefent  finking  fund  conflantly 
operates,  by  buying  up  the  debt  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  current  price  of  the 
flocks;  the  effeCl  of  which  they 
have  entered  into  more  fully  in  a 
fubfequent  part  of  this  report. 

2diy,  That  the  funded  capital  of 
the  public  debt  includes  in  it  the  a- 
mount  of  the  capital  purchafed  by 
the  commiffioners  for  reducing  the 
national  debt. 

And,  3dly,  That  the  annual 
charge  upon  the  public,  by  way  of 
interefl  and  annuities  for  terms,  in¬ 
cludes  in  it  the  interefl  of  the  flock 
purchafed  by  the  commiffioners, 
and  alfo  of  the  annuities  which  have 
expired. 

Your  Committee  think  it  alfo 
proper  to  flate  here,  that  by  flatute 
35  George  III,  chapter  93,  provi- 
fion  was  made  for  guaranteeing  the 
payment  of  the  dividends  on  a  loan 
of  4,600,0001,  on  account  of  the 
Emperor;  under  the  authority  of 
which  flatute  there  has  been  created 
In  capital  flock,  3l.  per  cents. 

L.  3,833,333  6  8 

And  in  annuities  for  twenty-five 

years,  from  the  1  ft  of  May,  1794, 
L.  230,000  0  0 

Taxes. 

The  Committee  proceed  firfl  to 
flate  the  produce  of  each  of  the 
four  years,  preceding  the  5th  of 
January,  1797,  of  the  permanent 
taxes  which  exifted  previous  to  the 
5  th  of  January,  1793. 


v 


» 


Upon 


APPENDIX 


T  O 


Upon  the  refuit  of  their  examina¬ 
tion,  the  Committee  find  the  ac¬ 
tual  average  produce  of  the  per¬ 
manent  taxes,  for  thefe  four 
years,  to  be  about  Z .  13,780,000 
without  adding  the  deficiency 
©ccafioned  by  the  ftoppage  of 
diftilleries. 

The  Select  Committee  of  1791  eftff 
mated  the  probable  produce  of 
the  permanent  taxes  to  be 

Z.  13,472,000 
From,  this  fum  rnuft  be  deducted 
the  average  produce  of  the  taxes 
repealed  in  1792,  amounting,  as 
appears  by  papers  laid  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  10th 
and  15th  of  February,  1792,  to 
about  223,0001.  leaving  a  turn  of 

Z.  13,249,000 
Your  Committee  have  alfo  thought 
it  proper  to  afcertain  the  aver¬ 
age  produce  of  the  permanent 
taxes  during  the  four  years  which 
immediately  preceded  the  pre- 
fent  war ;  and  they  find  the  tame 
to  have  been,  after  allowing  for 
the  deduction  of  the  fhop-tax, 
and  the  duties  repealed  in  1792, 
about  -  Z.  13,83  3,000 

Your  Committee  have  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  obferving,  that  the  aCtual 
produce  cf  the  fame  taxes,  on  the 
average  of  the  four  years  of  war 
(without  making  any  allowance 
for  the  ftoppage  of  the  diftiller¬ 
ies)  exceeds  the  eftimate  formed 
in  1791,  bv  above  530,000  ;  and 
is  below  their  average  produce 
in  the  four  preceding  years  of 
^  peace  only,  by  -  Z.  50,000 
Your  Committee  have  next  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  examine  the  produce 
of  the  feveral  taxes  provided  for 
defraying  the  increased  charge  of 
the  public  debt,  from  the  5  th  of 
January,  1793,  to  the  5th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1797  ;  diftinguifhing  the 
produce  of  each  year. 


Upon  this  examination  they  find 
that  the  duties  continued  in  1793, 
produced 

In  1793  -  Z.  247,638  0  0 

1794  -  248,858  10  6 

1795  -  202,585  0  0 

1796  -  966,813  0  0 

That  the  duties  continued  and 

impofed  in  1794,  produced 
In  1794  -  Z.  618,040  13  4| 

1795  -  822,122  9  0| 

1796  -  818,868  4  7f 

That  the  duties  impofed  in  1795, 

produced 


In  1795  -  Z.  1,373,000  9  7 

1796'  -  1,332,794  19  4} 

And  they  find  that  the  duties 
impofed  in  1796,  had  produced,  on 
the  5th  of  January,  1797, 


Z.  604,644  9  2f 
In  ftating  the  produce  of  thefe 
feveral  taxes,  your  Committee  think 
it  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  the 
produce  of  new  duties  within  the 
firft  year  of  their  being  impofed, 
can  feldom  afford  correct  means  of 
eftimating  their  real  produCtivenefs. 
In  feme  inftances  the  firft  year  has 
been  more  productive  than  fubfe- 


quent  years ;  but,  in  general,  the 
firft  year  has  been  lefs  productive, 
the  collection  of  moft  duties  not 
taking  place  before  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  current  year  has  elapfed, 
and  a  confiderable  part  of  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  fraction  of  the  current 
year  not  being  paid  into  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  till  after  the  termination 
of  that  year,  and  the  modes  of  col¬ 
lection  not  being  brought  at  their 
beginning  to  their  greateft  degree 
of  efficacy,  an  accurate  eftimate  of 
it  cannot  be  made  from  the  amount 
of  its  produce  which  appears  upon 
the  Exchequer  account. 

Your  Committee  were,  however, 
defirous  of  examining  how  far  the 
produce  of  the  taxes,  impofed  in 
the  three  firft  years  offfhe  war  (of 

which 
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Which  alone,  at  prefent,  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  been  enabled  to  form 
any  adequate  judgment)  appears 
fufficient  to  defray  the  charges  of 
fuch  part  of  the  public  debt  as  has 
been  funded  during  the  fame  pe¬ 
riod.  For  this  purpofe  they  have 
looked  to  the  year  moll  diftant 
from  their  commencement,  as  af¬ 
fording,  for  the  reafons  above  given, 
the  belt  means  to  judge  of  their 
productive  nefs. 

In  1793,  they  find  that  the  annual 
charge  upon  the  public,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  intereft,  manage¬ 
ment,  and  1 1.  per  cent,  upon 
the  debt  funded  in  1793,  was 

Z.  252,812 

The  produce  of  the  duties  anfwer- 
able  for  this  charge  was,  in  the 
year  1796,  only  -  Z,  166,813 
But  your  Committee  think  it  their 
duty  to  obferve,  that  this  produce 
muff  have  been  materially  affedted 
by  the  Hoppage  of  the  diftilleries, 
which  prevailed  from  June  1795  to 
November  1796. 

In  1794,  the  annual  charge  upon 
the  public,  on  account  of  the 
intereff,  management,  and  ll. 
per  cent,  on  the  debt  funded  in 
1794,  appears  to  be  Z.  773,824 
The  produce  of  the  duties  con¬ 
tinued  and  impofed  in  that  year 
appears  to  have  been,  in  the  year 
1796  -  Z.  818^868 

In  1795,  the  annual  charge  upon 
the  public,  on  account  of  the 
intereft,  management,  and  ll. 
per  cent,  upon  the  debt  funded ' 
in  1795,  was  -  Z.  1,227,415 

The  produce  of  the  duties  anfwer- 
able  for  this  charge  was,  in  the 
year  1796  -  Z.  1,332,794 

In  17  96,  the  charge  upon  the  pub¬ 
lic,  for  the  intereft,  management, 
and  ll.  per  cent,  upon  the  debt 
created,  was  -  Z.  1,851,226 


The  adfual  receipt  at  the  Exche¬ 
quer  of  the  duties  impofed  in 
that  year  was,  on  the  5th  of 
January,  1797  -  Z.  604,644 

lour  Committee,  for  many  of 
the  reafons  above  affigned,  do  not 
think  it  poiiible  for  them  at  prefent 
to  form,  upon  fimilar  grounds,  an 
eftimate  of  a  whole  year’s  produce 
of  the  duties  impofed  in  17 96; 
neither  do  they  think  it  advifeable 
to  delay  this  their  firfl  report,  by 
entering  into  any  detailed  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  particulars ;  they  feel 
it,  however,  their  duty  to  obferve, 
that  no  adequate  judgment  can  be 
formed  of  the  future  produce  of 
thefe  taxes  from  the  aftual  receipt 
at  the  Exchequer  at  the  abovemen- 
tioned  period. 

HI.  —  Unfunded  Debt  and  Demands 
mtjianding. 

Your  Committee  have  next  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  examine  and  date  the 
amount  of  the  unfunded  debt  and 
demands  outftanding  on  the  5  th  of 
January,  1797,  under  the  heads  of 
Exchequer,  Tr'eafury,  Army,  Bar¬ 
racks,  Ordnance,  and  Navy,  as 
Hated  by  the  respective  offices  in 
the  feveral  accounts  annexed,  re- 
ferving  to  themfelves  the  liberty  of 
Hating  in  any  future  report  any 
further  information  or  observations 
thereupon,  which  a  more  detailed 
inveftigation  may  enable  them  to 
lay  before  the  Houfe.  They  have 
diftinguifhed  under  each  head— -1  Hr, 
What  part  of  the  unfunded  debt 
has  been  provided  for ;  2d,  What 
part,  although  provided  for  by  the 
grants  of  former  years,  had  not  been 
paid  on  the  5th  of  January,  1797, 
by  reafon  of  the  confolidated  fund 
not  having  produced  the  furplus  at 
which  it  was  eflimated ;  and,  3dhx 

‘  W lit 
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What  part  appears  at  prefent  to  be 
unprovided  for. 

Totals  of  the  Unfunded  Debt. 

1.  Charged  on  funds  which  were 
infufficient  on  the  5th  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  1797  L.  3,284,012  6  if 

2.  Unprovided  for  12,736,900  0 

L.  16,020,912  6  5| 

3.  Provided  for,  being  the  antici¬ 
pation,  in  the  ufual  form,  upon 
the  land  and  malt  taxes, 

L.  5,682,000  0-0 

Your  Committee  think  proper 
to  obferve  in  this  place,  that  (be¬ 
tides  what  may  be  due  to  the  pub- 
lie  upon  monies  impreiled,  and 

IV.  —  Efimates. 

Your  Committee  have  next  proceeded  to  examine  and  Pate  the  ex¬ 
pected  total  amount  of  the'  public  expences  for  the  year  ending  the  5th 
of  January,  1798,  as  far  as  the  fame  can  now  be  afeertained  or  eftimat- 
ed.  by  the  feveral  offices ;  and  they  find  the  eftimates  are  as  follow,  viz. 

1.  Navy 

In  this  eftimate  no  future  charge  is  included  for 
neutral  cargoes,  as  the  value  has  not  yet  "been  afeer¬ 
tained  by  the  affe tiers  appointed  by  the  Admiralty 
Court. 

2.  Army. 

Ordinary  expences  -  L.  6,897,958  5 


balances  from  public  accountants) 
the  following  fums  have  been  ad¬ 
vanced  by  w7ay  of  loan,  and  now 
remain  due  to  the  public : 
Advanced  by  way  of  loan  to  the 
Emperor  -  L.  1,420,000 
Ditto  for  relief  of  the  iflands  of  Gre¬ 
nada  and  St.  Vincent  L.  910,000 
Ditto  paid  on  bills  drawn  by  the 
treasurers  of  the  faid  iflands,  for 
the  purchafe  of  provifions,  &c. 

v  L.  140,000 

Remittedinfpecietolreland  52,500 
And  a  further  fum  of  600,0001.  is 
propofed  to  be  advanced  to  the 
planters  of  Grenada  and  St.  Vin¬ 
cent,  included  in  the  flatement 
of  the  fupply  for  the  prefent 


year 


L.  600,000 


L.  12,935,496 


0  0 


Extraordinaries  for  1797 


4,137,0*00  0 


} 


11,034,953  5  0 


The  extraordinaries  of  the  army  for  the  current 
year  appear  now  to  be  brought  forward,  for  the  firfl: 
time,  by  way  of  eftimate,  having  always  conftituted 
a  part  of  the  charge  of  the  fucceeding  year. 

3.  Barracks  -  449,076  0  0 

4.  Ordnance  -  1,321,024  9  2 

5.  Mifcellaneous  Services  -  -  1,149,843  17  6 

In  this  fum  are  included  600,0001.  propofed  to  be - — — 

lent  to  perfons  connected  with  and  trading  to  the  26,890,398  11  8 

iflands  of  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent,  and  alfo  a  fur¬ 
ther  fum  of  464,9201.  17s.  6d.  for  articles  which  it 
has  been  ufual  to  pay,  in  the  firfl:  inftance,  out  of 
the  civil  lift,  and  to  propofe  afterwards  to  parlia¬ 
ment  to  vote  a  fum  fufficient  to  repay  what  has 
feeen  fo  advanced. 


Brought 
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Brought  forward  L.  26,890,398  11  S 
6*  A  lum,  upon  account,  for  making  temporary  ad¬ 
vances  by  way  of  loan,  tor  the  fervice  of  the  Em¬ 
peror  - 

The  following  articles  were  hated  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  as  part  of  the  fupply  for  the  year 
1797,  viz. 

7.  Deficiency  of  land  and  malt  - 

8.  Commillioners  for  national  debt 
Add  to  thefea  vote  of  credit,  which  your  Committee 

are  informed  is  intended  to  be  pronofed  to  parlia¬ 
ment  -  V  '  . 


500,000  0  0 


550,000  0  0 
200,000  0  0 


2,500,000  0  0 


The  repayments  to  the  Bank  of 
1,023,000k hated  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  as  part  of  the 
fupply  for  1797,  are  omitted  here,’ 
as  having  been  included  in  the  ham 
of  1,154,0001.  hated  to  be  a  part  of 
the  unfunded  debt  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  not  fufficiently  provided  for 
©n  the  5th  of  January,  1797. 

"V  .• — IV ays  and  Means . 

Your  Committee  find  that  the 
ways  and  means  already  propofed 
for  the  year  1797,  conhh  of 
Articles  voted  ;  viz. 

Land  and  malt  -  2,750,000 

Loan  -  -  18,000,000 

Surplus  of  grants  -  420*000 


21,170,000 

And  of  articles  ehi-  • 
mated;  viz. 

Growing  produce  of  1  .  _ 

the  confolidated  fund  J  >^75,000 

Exchequer  bills  -  5,50 0,000 

Lottery 


Total 


200,000 


27,945,000 


VI. — Reduction  of  Rublic  Debt. 

Your  Committee  have  further 
proceeded  to  hate  an  account  of 
the  progrefs  that  has  been  made 
m  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt 
fmce  the  5  th  of  July,  1789,  of  the 


L.  30,440,398  11  8 

fums  now  annually  applicable  there¬ 
to,  and  of  the  further  progrefs  which 
may  be  expedled  to  be  made,  as  far 
as  the  fame  can  be  at  prefent  ascer¬ 
tained,  in  the  reduction  of  the  debt 
now  exihing.  Your  Committee 
have  great  fatisfadlion  upon  this 
fubject,  in  contemplating  the  large 
means  which  are  now  annually  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  redudlion  of  the 
public  debt,  and  the  confiderable 
pro  grefs  which  has  been  already 
made  towards  that  important  end. 
The  annual  fum  now  applicable  to 
that  purpofe,  appears  to  amount 
to  -  L.  3,359,799  6  2 

The  capital  Lock  purchafed  by  the 
application  of  the  federal  fums, 
appears  to  have  been,  on  the  1 6th 

of  March,  17 97 £.2 3, 3 3 4, 200  0  O 

The  further  progrefs  to  be  made 
in  the  reduction  of  the  debt  has 
been  calculated,  by  order  of  the 
commillioners,  according  to  the 
operation  of  the  annual  million, 
the  intereft  of  the  Lock  redeemed 
by  it,  the  amount  of  expired  and 
unclaimed  annuities,  and  an  annual 
fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  in  aid  of  this  fund,  granted 
by  parliament,  as  applied  to  the 
reduction  of  the  debt  which  exifted 
before  the  war,  and  confidered  as 
then  amounting  to  the  fum  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  millions. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  calculations,  of  courfe, 
depend  upon  the  different  prices  at 
which  the  feveral  flocks  in  which 
the  public  debt  confifts  may  happen 
to  be  purchafed. 

The  earlieft  date,  according  to 
thefe  calculations,  at  which  the 
whole  of  the  debt  that  exifted  prior 
to  1793,  and  taken  at  two  hundred 
and  forty  millions,  would  be  can¬ 
celled,  is  thirty -three  years,  from 
the  1ft  of  February,  1797  ;  and 
even  the  moft  remote  date  at  which 
it  would  be  cancelled,  does  not  ex¬ 
ceed  fifty-four  years. 

Your  Committee  obferve,  that 
the  faid  calculations  relate  only  to 
the  progrefs  which  will  be  made, 
upon  different  data, in  the  reduction 
of  the  debt  exifting  before  the  w'ar, 
by  the  application  of  the  funds 
provided  for  that  purpofe. 

The  reduction  of  the  debt  which 
has  been  incurred  during  the 
war,  depends  upon  different  con- 
fiderations.  The  amount  of  the 
linking  fund  applicable  thereto, 
including  the  ll.  per  cent,  on 
account  of  the  loan  and  bills 
funded  in  the  pxefent  feffions, 
amount  to  -  L.  1,341,41 1 
The  dividend  on  the  ftock,  pur- 
chafed  thereby,  is  L.  77,068 
The  total  amount  of  the  new  fink¬ 
ing  fund  was  -  L.  1,418,479 
The  capital  of  the  new  debt,  to  the 
reduction  of  which  this  fum  is 
applicable,  is  L.  130,665,896 
In  order  to  give  the  Houfe  fuller 
information  upon  this  part  of  the 
fubjeft,  your  Committee  have  call¬ 
ed  for  further  calculations ;  but  in 
the  mean  time  they  think  it  necef- 
fary  to  obferve,  that  the  new  link¬ 
ing  fund  appears  to  bear  a  much 
larger  proportion  to  the  new  debt 
than  the  old  finking  fund,  with  its 
accumulations,  the  annual  grant  of 


200,0001.  and  the  annuities  expired, 
does  at  the  prefent  moment  to  the 
old  debt :  and  that  the  old  finking 
fund,  after  reaching  the  fum  of  four 
millions,  is  no  longer  made  applic¬ 
able  by  law  to  the  difeharge  at  com¬ 
pound  intereft  of  what  may  then 
remain  of  the  old  debt :  but  the 
operation  of  the  new  finking  fund 
is  to  continue  at  compound  intereft 
till  the  new  debt  fhall  be  totally 
extinguiflied. 


Rejiort  from  the  Committee  cf  Secrecy 
appointed  hy  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to 
examine  and fate  the  total  amov.nt  of 
Outfanding  Demands  on  the  Bank  of 
England ,  and  likewife  of  the  Funds  for 
dif charging  the  fame,  and  to  report  the 
refult  thereof  to  the  Houfe ,  together 
with  their  Opinion  on  the  Necefity  of 
providing  for  the  Confirmation  and 
Continuance  of  Meajures  taken  in  pur- 
finance  of  the  Minute  of  Council  of  the 
2  6th  cf  February ,  1797. 

THE  Committee  having  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  take  into  their  con- 
fideration  the  matters  referred  to 
them,  report  thereon  as  follows : 

With  refpect'  to  the  firft  part  cf 
the  order  of  the  Houfe,  by  which 
they  are  directed  to  examine  and  re¬ 
port  the  total  amount  of  outftand- 
ing  demands  on  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  likewife  of  the  funds  for 
difeharging  the  fame,  they  called 
upon  the  Governor  of  the  Bank, 
and  upon  Mr.  Bofanquet,  one  of 
the  Directors  of  the  Bank  (who  at¬ 
tended- them  in  the  abfence  of  the 
Deputy  Governor)  for  an  account 
to  that  effedl;  which  account,  hav¬ 
ing  by  them  been  produced  to  the 
Committee,  was  verified  by  the 
Deputy  Accountant  of  the  Bank; 
and  the  fame  having  been  examined 
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by  the  Committee,  it  was  agreed 
to  report  the  refult  thereof  to  the 
Home,  as  follows : 

That  the  total  amount  of  out- 
fending  demands  on  the  Bank,  on 
the  25th  day  of' February  laft,  was 
13,770,3901.  and  that  the  total  a- 
snount  of  the  funds  for  difcharging 
thofe  demands,  over  and  above  the 
permanent  debt  due  from  go¬ 
vernment  of  -11,686,8001.  was,  on 
the  fame  day  of  February  laft, 
17,597,2801.  and  that  the  refult  is, 
that  there  was,  on  the  25  th  day  of 
February  laft,  a  furplus  of  effects 
belonging  to  the  Bank  beyond  the 
total  of  their  debts,  amounting  to 
the  fum  of  3, 826’, 8901.  over  and 
above  the  before-meiitioned  perma¬ 
nent  debt  of  11,636,8001.  due  from 
government. ' 

The  Committee  think  it  right  to 
obferve,  that  this  account  is  made 
up  to  the  25th  of  February  inclu- 
ftve;  and  that  fince  that  day,  fede¬ 
ral  confiderable  iffues  have  been 
made  by  the  Bank  in  bank  notes, 
bath  upon  government  fecurities, 
and  in  difcounting  bills,  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  which  could  not  immedi¬ 
ately  be  made  up;  but  that  as  thofe 
iffues  were  made  upon  -correfpond- 
ing  fecurities,  taken  with  the  ufual 
care  and  attention,  the  adtual  ba¬ 
lance  in  favour  of  the  Bank  has  not 
been  materially  varied,  but,  if  at 
all,  has  been  rather  increafed. 

In  proceeding  to  the  coniidera- 
tion  of  the  fecond  part  of  the  order 
of  reference,  in  which  the  Com¬ 
mittee  are  diredted  to  report  to  the 
Houfe  their  opinion  on  the  necef- 
ftty  of  providing  for  the  confirma¬ 
tion  and  continuance  of  the  mea- 
fures  taken  in  purfuance  of  the  mi¬ 
nute  of  council  of  the  26th  of  Feb- 
:  ruary,  the  Committee  have  thought 
i  it  right  to  confine  their  enquiries  to 
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thofe  points  only  on  which  that  ne- 
ceftity  appeared  to  them  principally 
to  depend;  and  having  examined 
to  thefe  points  the  Governor  of  the 
Bank,  and  the  faid  Mr.  Bofanquet 
(one  of  the  Directors  thereof)  the 
Committee  find, 

That  the  Bank  of  England  has 
lately  experienced  an  unufual  drain 
of  cafh. 

That  this  drain  was  owing,  in 
great  part,  to  demands  for  cafli  from 
the  country;  fuch  demands  being 
made  upon  the  Bank  indiredtly 
from  the  country,  but  diredtly  from 
the  bankers  of  London,  who  are  to 
fupply  the  country.  - 

That  by  the  effedts  of  this  drain, 
the  cafh  of  the  Bank  has  been  of 
late  very  confiderably  reduced ;  that 
it  has,  however,  been  known,  by 
thofe  converfant  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Bank,  to  be  a  great  deal  lower;  but 
that  on  this  occafion  the  rapidity  of 
the  demands  has  been  unparalleled. 

That  thofe  demands  have  been 
of  late  progreftively  increafing,  but 
particularly  in  the  laft  week;  and 
that  in  the  two  laft  days  of  that 
week,  the  demands  exceeded  thofe 
of  the  four  preceding  days. 

That  there  was  every  reafon  to 
apprehend  that  thefe  demands,  and 
the  confequentprogreffive  reduction 
of  cafh,  would  continue,  and  even 
increafe. 

That  by  the  effect  of  fuel}  reduc¬ 
tion,  if  it  were  to  continue  in  the 
fame,  or  in  a  frill  farther  increafed 
proportion,  the  Bank  of  England 
would  be  deprived  of  the  means  of 
fuppiying  the  cafh  which  might  be 
neceffary  for  prefftng  exigencies  of 
public  fervice;  and  this  led  the 
Bank  to  make  the  communication 
they  did  to  his  Majefty’s  minifters. 

And  Iaftly,That  fince  the  date  of 
the  minute  of  council  above  men- 
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tioned,  no  fuch  alteration  has  oc¬ 
curred  as  materially  to  vary  the  fi- 
tuation  of  the  Bank  in  this  refpect. 

On  this  view  of  the  prefent  hate 
of  the  important  queftion  referred 
to  them,  the  Committee  have  a- 
greed  to  report  it  to  the  Houfe  as 
their  opinion,  that  it  is  neceflary  to 
continue  and  confirm  the  meafures 
already  taken,  for  fuch  time,  and 
under  fuch  limitations  and  reflric- 
tions,  and  with  fuch  power  of  dis¬ 
continuing  the  fame,  as  to  the  wif- 
dom  of  Parliament  may  feem  expe¬ 
dient. 

The  Committee  think  proper  to 
conclude  their  report,  with  a  fum- 
mary  of  the  chief  points  which  have 
occurred  in  their  enquiry  refpedting 
the  caufes  that  produced  the  order 
of  council  of  the  26th  of  February 
lafl,  as  refulting  from  the  evidence 
taken  bv  them,  and  from  the  ac- 
counts  laid  before  them. 

In  order  to  render  the  fubfequent 
details  relative  to  this  important 
fubjedl  more  intelligible,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  think  it  right  to  begin  with 
taking  a  general  view  of  the  {fate 
of  the  circulation  of  the  kingdom. 

It  appears  by  the  evidence,  that 
the  circulation  of  this  kingdom,  by 
which  its  immenfe  commerce  is 
carried  on,  confifts  principally  in 
the  metropolis  and  its  neighbour¬ 
hood,  either  of  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  or  of  coin  chiefly 

made  of  gold. - In  the  country, 

(where  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
England  did  not  circulate  to  any 
great  amount)  it  confifts  of  the  bills 
of  country  bankers,  or  of  the  bank¬ 
ing  companies  in  Scotland,  payable 
to  bearer  on  demand  5  and  of  "  coin 
of  the  defcription  before  men¬ 
tioned. 

Inland  bills  of  exchange  are 
thought  by  many  to  be  a  part  of 


the  circulation  of  the  kingdom. 
They  are  not  ftri&ly  fo,  in  the  fame 
fenfe  as  the  two  forts  of  paper  men¬ 
tioned:  they  are  rather  transfers 
of  debts  from  the  drawers  to  the 
perfons  on  whom  -  the  bills  are 
drawn.  They  are  generally  made 
payable  at  diftant  periods;  and  as 
they  are  not  payable  at  all  times  on 
demand,  they  cannot,  like  the  for¬ 
mer,  anfvver  all  the  purpofes  of 
calh. 

In  the  metropolis,  the  quantity  of 
paper  much  exceeds  the  quantity 
of  coin  in  circulation.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  have  no  fufficient  means  be¬ 
fore  them  to  judge  of  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  calh  and  paper  in  the  me¬ 
tropolis,  except  as  far  as  any  infe¬ 
rence  can  be  drawn  from  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  calh  paid  at  the  Bank,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  amount  of  the  notes 
lflued  by  that  corporate  body,  as 
Hated  in  the  evidence  of  Mr.  New- 
land,  principal  cafhier  of  the  Bank; 
and  particularly  from  the  proportion 
of  cafh  paid  quarterly  at  the  Bank 
in  difcharge  of  the  dividends  of  the 
public  flocks,  a  part  of  which  only 
is  received  by  bankers,  the  re¬ 
mainder  by  perfons  of  every  de¬ 
fcription. 

But  in  the  country,  and  particu¬ 
larly  in  thofe  parts  of  it  where  no 
confiderable  manufactures  are  efla- 
bliflied,  and  no  great  commercial 
enterprize  is  earned  on,  there  is 
reafon  to  conclude,  that  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  paper  exceeds  in  a  lefs  pro¬ 
portion  the  coin  in  circulation 
than  in  the  metropolis.  It  muff 
vary  according  to  circumflances  of 
time  or  place;  and  the  Committee 
have  no  information  which  enables 
them  to  form  a  judgement  on  this 
fubjedl.  It  can  hardly,  however, 
be  doubted  that  there  is  too  little 
of  Britiih  coin,  particularly  of  fib 
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ver,  current  in  the  kingdom,  from 
a  caufe  which  will  be  hereafter 
Hated. 

The  Bank  of  England  is  at  the 
head  of  all  circulation.  It  is  the 
great  repolitory  of  the  fpare  cafh  of 
the  nation,  and  alone  carries  bul¬ 
lion  to  the  mint  to  be  coined.  It 
is  fubjeft,  on  that  account,  to  be 
called  on  for  cafh,  directly  or  indi¬ 
rectly,  by  thofe  who  are  in  want  of 
it,  and  is  neceffarily  fenfible  of  every 
material  failure  or  diflrefs  which  a- 
rifes  from  any  deficiency  or  want  of 
coin,  in  every  part  of  this  king¬ 
dom  or  Ireland. 

It  appears  that  the  circulation  of 
paper  was  carried  to  its  greatefl 
height  a  fhort  time  previous  to  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1793. 

But  early  in  that  year  a  great  di¬ 
minution  took  place  in  the  circula¬ 
tion  of  country  bank  bills,  from  the 
hidden  failure  of  many  of  the 
country  banks.  Mr.  Eilifon  hates, 
that  previous  to  this  period  there 
were  about  two  hundred  and  eighty 
country  banks  in  England  and 
W ales,  and  that  he  does  not  believe 
they  exceed  at  prefent  two  hund¬ 
red  and  thirty;  the  bufinefs  of 
which  has  by  no  means  increafed  in 
proportion  to  the  reduction  of  the 

number - and  that  the  iffue  of 

country  bank  bills  has  confide'rably 
diminifhed — that  the  quantity  of 
fpecie  actually  kept  by  the  prefent 
Country  bankers,  is  at  this  time 
larger  than  it  was  before  the  year 
1793,  and  that  they  have  leffened 
their  balances  with  the  London 
bankers^ 

Mr.  Thornton’s  evidence  con¬ 
firms  the  account  given  by  Mr.  Ei¬ 
lifon  of  the  failure  of  the  country 
banks  in  1793,  and  of  the  confe- 
quent  diminution  of  the  circulation 
of  country  bank  bills  at  that  time. 
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Subfequent  to  this  event  thefe 
country  bank  bills  increafed  again 
in  fome  degree,  but  never  to  their 
former  extent.  Both  Mr.  Thorn¬ 
ton  and  Mr.  Eliifon  are  of  opinion 
that  confiderable  quantities  of  cafh 
muft  have  been  drawn  from  the 
metropolis  into  the  country,  in  or¬ 
der  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  thefe 
country  bank  bills. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1793,  when,  from  the  caufes  before 
mentioned,  the  circulation  of  this 
kingdom  began  to  be  fo  much  di¬ 
minifhed,  the  prefent  war  com¬ 
menced.  A  (late  of  war  always  re¬ 
quires  a  more  ample  circulation, 
even  within  the  kingdom :  — *  the 
public  loans,  which  in  all  wars  are 
neceffary,  and  in  the  prefent  war 
have  been  particularly  great,  em¬ 
ploy  a  confiderable  proportion  of 
the  circulating  capital.  The  pre¬ 
fent  increafed  value  of  money, 
which  is  fufficiently  proved  by  the 
high  rate  of  intereft,  clearly  fhews 
what  mufl  be  the  demand  for  it, 
and  conlequently  the  fcarcity  of  it. 
But  during  the  prefent  war,  it  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  expenfive 
enterprifes  of  a  private  nature  have 
not  diminifhed,  as  in  all  former 
wars,  but  even  augmented.  It  ap¬ 
pears  by  an  account  inferted  in  this 
report,  that  the  number  of  bills  of 
inclofure  which  paffed  in  the  four 
years  preceding  the  prefent  war, 
was  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 
and  that  the  number  which  have 
paffed  during  the  four  years  of  the 
war  was  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
three.  That  the  number  of  bills 
for  navigations  and  canals,  which 
paffed  in  the  four  years  preceding 
the  prefent  war,  was  thirty,  and 
that  the  number  which  have  palled 
during  the  four  years  of  the  war  was 
fixty-nine.  And  farther,  that  the 
G  2  fura 
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fum  authorifed  to  be  borrowed  for 
the  making  thofe  canals  and  navi¬ 
gations,  was  in  the  firft  four  years 
2,377,200b  and  in  the  laft  period  of 
four  years  7,415,100b 

But  the  demand  of  money  for 
public  expences  abroad,  more  par¬ 
ticularly  applies  to  the  prefen t  fub* 
j-edt :  The  loan  made  to  the  Empe¬ 
ror  in  the  year  1795  of  4, 600,000b 
— the  fubfidies  paid  to  foreign 
princes — the  money  remitted  for 
the  pay  of  Britifh  troops,  or  foreign 
troops  in  Britith  pay,  while  this 
kingdom  had  an  army  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent;  and  the  advances  made  to 
the  court  of  Vienna ;  together  with 
the  money  fent  to  the  W ell  Indies 
and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  for 
the  pay  of  Britith  troops  there  ;  if 
they  did  not  all  together  draw  Bri¬ 
tifh  coin  out  of  the  country,  in  any 
great  amount,  muff  at  leaft  have 
prevented  that  influx  of  coin  or 
bullion  which,  in  confequence  of  a 
favourable  balance  of  commerce, 
would  have  otherwife  fupplied  the 
circulation  of  the  kingdom.  Mr. 
Boyd,  however,  in  his  evidence 
Bates,  that  in  remitting  the  impe¬ 
rial  loan,  as  well  as  the  late  advances 
to  the  Emperor,  he  never  fent  any 
Britifh  coin  out  of  the  kingdom 
(which  could  not  indeed  legally  be 
done);  and  that  in  remitting  the  faid 
loan,  he  fent  in  foreign  coin  or  bul¬ 
lion  to  the  amount  only  of  about 
1. 200,000b  That  the  remainder 
of  the  loan,  and  the  whole  of  the 
advances  were  remitted  in  bills  of 
exchange.  It  is  obvious,  however, 
that  the  drains  occafioned  by  ex¬ 
penditure  abroad  for  the  purpofes 
before  mentioned  (large  as  the  a- 
mount  of  them  may  have  been)  are 
nothing  more  than  what  has  hap¬ 
pened  in  all  former  wars,  in  which 
the  government  of  Great  Britain 


has  found  it  effential  for  its  interests 
to  maintain  armies  on  the  European 
Continent,  or  at  any  great  diftance 
from  the  kingdom. 

It  appears  by  an  account  inferted 
in  this  report,  that  -all  the  remit¬ 
tances  made  for  the  fer  vices  of  the 
war  in  the  Weil  Indies,  on  the 
Continent  of  Europe,  in  th-e  bland  oi 
Corfica,  and  other  diftant  parts  of  the 
world,  amounted,  during  the  four 
Iafl  years,  to  33,510,779b  Os.  7fd. 

It  appears  by  another  account 
inferted  in  this  report,  which  has 
diffinguifhed  the  fums  expended  on 
the  European  Continent, from  what 
were  expended  in  other  diflant  parts 
of  the  world,  that  the  total  of  the 
money  expended  on  the  Continent 
of  Europe  during  the  faid  four 
years,  including  the  Imperial  loan 
and  the  advances  made  to  the  Empe¬ 
ror, amounted  to  14,988,422b  9s.8|d 

It  appears,  lailly,  by  a  third  ac¬ 
count  inferted  in  this  report,  that 
the  fums  paid  for  all  ions,  of  mili¬ 
tary  fervices  on  the  Continent  dur¬ 
ing  the  war  ending  in  1763,  a- 
mounted  to  20,4726,9971.  Os.  7*d.^ 

To  the  fums  fent,  during  the 
prefent  war,  to  the  European  Con¬ 
tinent,  and  to  the  Weft.  Indies,  and 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  for  mili¬ 
tary  purpofes,  ftiould  be  added  the 
fums  drawn  for  by  the  command¬ 
ers  of  our  fleets  on  foreign  fervice, 
in  every  part  of  the  world. 

It-  appears,  on  the  other  hand, 
by  the  accounts  of  the  value  of  the 
imports  and  exports  for  the  laft 
twenty  years,  produced  by  Mr.  Ir¬ 
ving,  infpeclor-general  of  imports 
and  exports,  that  the  demand  for 
cafh  to  be  fent  abroad,  for  the  pur¬ 
pofes  before  mentioned,  was  great¬ 
ly  compenfated  by  a  very  large  ba¬ 
lance  of  commerce  in  favour  of 
this  kingdom,  greater  than  was 
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ever  known  in  any  preceding  pe¬ 
riod.  The  value  of  the  exports  of 
the  laft  year,  amounted,  according 
to  the  valuation  on  which  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  inlpector-geiieral  are 
founded,  to  30,424,1841.  which  is 
more  than  double  what  it  was  in 
any  year  of  the  American  war,  and 
one  third  more  than  it  was  on  an 
average  during  the  laft:  peace,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  year  1792 ;  and  though 
the  value  of  the  imports  to  this 
countiy  has,  during  the  fame  pe¬ 
riod,  greatly  increafed,  the  excefs 
of  the  value  of  the  exports  above 
that  of  the  imports,  which  confti- 
tutes  the  balance  of  trade,  has  aug¬ 
mented  even  in  a  greater  propor¬ 
tion. 

It  is  particularly  obfervable,  that 
the  exports  to  Germany  alone,  for 
the  two  laft  years,  have  amounted 
to  more  than  8,000,0001.  annual¬ 
ly  ;  when  in  time  of  peace  they  did 
not  ufually  amount  to  more  than 
1,900,0001.  And  thofe  exports  to 
Germany  exceed  an  amount,  by  at 
leaft  2,600,0001.  the  whole  that  was 
annually  exported  in  time  of  peace 
to  France,  Flanders,  Holland,  and 
Germany. 

The  Houfe  will  fee  in  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  Mr.  Irving  much  infor¬ 
mation,  for  the  purpofe  of  the  wing 
that  all  our  principal  articles  of  ex¬ 
port,  particularly  thofe  which  con- 
lift  of  Brltifh  manufactures,  are 
greatly  under-rated  in  their  value, 
as  well  as  many  capital  articles  of 
import.  Coffee  is  the  only  mate¬ 
rial  article,  which  appears  to  be 
over-rated  in  the  books  of  the  in- 
fpedtor-general ;  it  is  more  over¬ 
rated  on  exportation,  than  on  im¬ 
portation.  The  valuation  upon 
which  the  accounts  of  the  infpec- 
tor-general  are  founded,  was  fettled 
in  the  year  1696  or  1697,  when  the 


prices  of  all  thefe  articles  were 
greatly  inferior  to  what  they  are  at 
prefect,  and  before  our  manufac¬ 
tures  had  received  the  improve¬ 
ments  which  have  been  made  in 
them  of  late  years ;  fo  that  the  real 
value  both  of  our  imports  and  ex¬ 
ports,  particularly  of  the  latter,  is 
certainly  confiderably  higher  than 
is  ftated  in  his  accounts.  The 
Houfe  will  alfo  fee  many  excellent 
obfervations,  in  the  evidence  of  this 
gentleman,  for  the  purpofe  of  cor¬ 
recting  the  manner  of  taking  the 
true  balance  of  our  trade.  He  ob- 
ferves,  that  in  forming  this  balance, 
many  articles  of  import  are  ftated 
as  unfavourable  to  this  country, 
when  they  are,  in  faCt,  acceftions  of 
wealth,  fuch  as  the  produce  of  our 
various  fifheries,  and  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  imports  from  our  pof- 
fellions  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies. 
The  whole  of  the  produce  of  thefe 
fiftieriesjs  certainly  an  acceflion  of 
national  wealth.  So  much  thereof 
as  is  imported  direCtly  into  this 
country,  mull  be  conftdered  as  an 
increafe  of  ftock  to  it:  the  value  of 
fuch  parts  as  are  fent  direCtly  from 
the  tithing  places  to  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  and  fold  there,  is  either  re¬ 
mitted  in  bills  of  exchange,  which 
is  wealth;  or  it  is  laid  out  in  the 
purchafe  of  commodities,  to  be  im¬ 
ported  into  this  country,  which  is 
an  increafe  of  ftock.  This  produce 
is  procured,  not  by  any  wealth  fent 
from  this  country,  but  by  the  ad¬ 
venturous  enterprize  of  our  ftftier- 
men;  and  the  value  of  fuch  pro¬ 
duce,  when  it  is  fent  direCtly  from 
the  hilling  places  to  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  cannot  appear  in  any  cuftom- 
houfe  account.  In  like  manner, 
a  conftderable  part  of  the  imports 
from  the  Eafb  and  Weft  Indies 
ought  not  to  be  ftated,  in  the  ba- 
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lance  of  our  commerce,  as  -unfa¬ 
vourable  to  this  country,  particu¬ 
larly  fuch  parts  of  the  inveftments 
in  the  Eaft  Indies  as  are  purchafed 
by  the  revenues  of  the  Britifh  fet- 
tlements  there;  as  well  as  thofe 
parts  which  are  imported  either 
from  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies,  for 
ihe  purpofe  of  remitting  private 
fortunes  acquired  there,  or  as  the 
incomes  of  perfons  who,  having 
eftates  or  mortgages  in  the  Weft 

o  o 

Indies,  reftde  and  fpend  their  in¬ 
comes  in  Great  Britain.  The  va¬ 
lue  of  fuch  part  of  thefe  imports  as 
is  re-exported,  will  appear  on  the 
export  fide  of  the  account,  and 
ferves  to  balance  the  value  of  the 
fame  articles,  as  ftated  on  the  im¬ 
port  fide;  and  the  whole  of  the 
mercantile  profit,  which  they  leave 
behind,  is  in  itfelf  a  confiderable 
acceffion  of  wealth  to  this  kingdom, 
that  cannot  appear  in  the  cuftom- 
•houfe  accounts. 

Mr.  Irving  has  delivered  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  the  true  balance  of 
our  trade  amounted,  on  a  medium 
of  the  four  years  preceding  January 
1796,  to  upwards  of  6,500,0001.  per 
annum,  exclusive  of  the  profits  a- 
rifing  from  our  Eaft  and  Weft  In¬ 


dia  trade,  which  he  eftimates  at  up¬ 
wards  of  4,000,0001.  per  annum; 
and  exclufive  of  the  profits  derived 
from  our  fifheries. 

But  whatever  uncertainty  may 
ftill  remain,  in  forming  an  eftimate 
of  the  true  balance  of  our  com¬ 
merce  in  any  particular  year,  the 
accounts  of  the  infpedtor-general  of 
imports  and  exports,  ferve  at  leaft 
to  afford  a  good  comparative  ftate 
of  the  amount  of  our  commerce  in 
different  years;  for  it  is  fair  to  pre¬ 
fume,  that  the  defeds  are  not 
greater  in  the  accounts  of  one  vear 

O  * 

than  of  another. 

Great  however  as  this  balance  of 
commerce  may  appear,  it  would 
have  been  ftiil  greater  in  a  very  con¬ 
fiderable  degree,  but  from  the  un- 
ufual  fcarcity  of  grain,  which  made 
it  neceffary  both  for  government 
and  individuals  td  irjiport  large 
quantities  of  grain,  for  the  relief  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  kingdom. 
In  an  account  delivered  by  Mr. 
Claude  Scott,  an  eminent  corn  fac¬ 
tor,  it  appears,  that  for  the  three 
years  preceding  January  5  th,  1797, 
there  were  paid  to  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  for  grain  imported  into  this 
kingdom,  the  following  fums,  viz. 


In  1794 
In  1795 
In  1796 


L.  1,983,856 
1,535,672 
3,926,484 


7,446,012 

Add,  imported  in  1793,  as  eftimated  by  Mr.  Scott  in  his  evi¬ 
dence  before  the  Committee  — -  —  1,500,000 


Total  8,946,012 

This  balance  of  commerce  was  alfo  rendered  lets  favourable,  by  the 
great  fums  paid  for  naval  ftores  during  the  war,  beyond  what  are  ufually 
paid  in  time  of  peace.  It  appears  by  an  account  prefented  by  the  Com- 
miftioners  of  his  Majefty’s  navy,  that  the  value  of  naval  ftores,  imported 

on 


THE  CHRONICLE.  103 

©n  account  of  his  Majefty’s  navy,  in  the  four  years  previous  to  1797^ 
amounted  to  —  —  L.  7,825,876 

And  in  the  four  years  preceding  1793,  amount¬ 
ed  only  to  — —  —  2,500,139  Excefs 

- -X.  5,325,737 

And  It  appears  by  an  account  prefented,  of  the  amount  of 
bills  drawn  on  the  Commiffioners  for  victualling,  from 
foreign  parts,  in  the  four  years  ending  the  5th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  1797,  that  they  amounted  to  1,368,921 

And  in  the  four  years  ending  the  5th  of  Ja¬ 


nuary  1793,  to 


Though  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  the  balance  of  our  trade,  even 
with  thefe  deductions,  mutt  have 
brought  great  wealth  in  various  ar¬ 
ticles  of  commerce,  into  this  king¬ 
dom,  and  that  unufual  quantities  of 
foreign  merchandize  muii,  in  con¬ 
sequence  thereof,  have  been  depo¬ 
sited  in  it;  yet  it  may  be  doubted, 
whether  it  brought  fo  great  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  precious  metals,  to  be 
converted  into  coin,  as  in  former 
periods;  for  it  appears  in  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  Sir  John  Hort,  who  was 
his  Majefty’s  Conful  General  in 
Portugal  for  twenty-nine  years,  and 
of  Mr.  Whitmore,  an  eminent  Por¬ 
tugal  merchant,  that  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  gold  and  filver  bullion  from 
Liffion  into  this  kingdom,  has  been 
lefs  than  it  was  formerly :  and  that 
the  exchange  between  Liffion  and 
London,  which  ufed  formerly  to  be 
greatly  in  favour  of  London,  has  of 
late,  from  a  variety  of  circumftances, 
been  fometlmes  in  favour  of,  and 
fometimes  againft,  this  country; 
and  for  the  laff  three  years,  more  a- 
gainft  this  country  than  in  its  fa¬ 
vour,  from  caufes  which  are  fully 
explained  in  the  evidence  of  thoie 
gentlemen.  Mr.  Whitmore  adds, 
that  the  quantity  of  ftlver  which 


134,629 

- . -  1,234,292 


Total  Excefs  L.  6,560,029 

has  of  late  been  imported,  has 
greatly  exceeded  the  quantity  of 
gold.  But  as  the  Mint  price  of 
lilver  bullion  has  been,  during 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  prefent 
centurv,  confiderablv  lefs  than  the 
market  price  of  this  precious  metal, 
the  fiiver  bullion  fo  imported  could 
not  be  converted  into  coin,  but  af¬ 
ter  having  left  a  quantity  fufficient 
for  the  ufe  of  our  manufactures, 
mult  have  again  been  exported;  and 
did  not  contribute  in  the  fmalleft 
degree  to  augment  the  coin  of  this 
kingdom. 

The  accounts  prefented  by  the 
officers  of  the  Mint,  of  the  quantity 
of  bullion  coined  in  the  laft  four 
years,  fhew  that  the  quantity  coin¬ 
ed  at  the  Mint  in  1795,  amounted 
only  to  493,4161.  and  in  1796  to 
464,6801.  which  is  not  more  than  a 
fixth  of  what  was  brought  to  the 
Mint  to  be  coined  in  the  two  pre¬ 
ceding  years,  and  greatly  inferior 
to  what  had  been  coined,  upon  an 
average  of  the  former  years  of  his 
Majefty’s  reign. 

Bv  an  account  prefented  by  Mr. 
Irving,  of  the  quantity  of  bullion 
exported  from  this  country  from  the 
year  1790  to  1796,  both  inclufive, 
it  appears  that  the  quantity  of  gold 
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bullion  exported  on  an  average  in 
the  four  laft  years,  being  years  of 
war,  is  not  a  third  of  what  was  an¬ 
nually  exported  on  an  average  in 
the  three  preceding  years  of  peace; 
and  that  the  quantity  of  filver  bul¬ 
lion  exported  in  the  four  fail  years, 
being  years  of  war,  is  alfo  not.  a 
third  of  what  was  annually  export¬ 
ed  on  an  average  in  the  three  pre¬ 
ceding  years  of  peace ;  and  this  ac¬ 
count  receives  a  certain  degree  of 
confirmation,  from  the  accounts  de¬ 
livered  in  by  the  Baft  India  Com¬ 
pany,  of  the  amount  of  Spanifh 
dollars  exported  by  the  Company, 
or  permitted. by  the  Company  to 
be  exported  by  private  perfons; 
which  prove  that  in  the  laft  three 
years  the  amount  of  Spanifh  dollars 
exported  has  been  lefs  than  ufual. 

The  Committee  wifhed  to  throw 
farther  light  on  this  fubje&,  by  ob-^ 
taining  an  account  of  the  amount  of 
gold  and  filver  coin  or  bullion  im¬ 
ported  into  this  kingdom  in  the  be¬ 
fore-mentioned  periods  ;  but  they 
find  that,  by  a  law  paffed  in  the 
15  th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late 
Majefty  Charles  II.  ch.  7.  tec.  12. 
coin  and  bullion  are  exempted  from 
entry  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  on  im¬ 
portation  into  this  kingdom ;  fo 
that  the  officers  of  the  ctiftoms 
could  not  produce  an  account  of 
any  fuck  importation. 

There  are,  however,  other  cir- 
eumftances  in  evidence  before  the 
Committee,  which  may  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  render  lefs  perceptible, 
hitherto  at  leaft,  the  advantages 
anting  from  the  influx  of  wealth 
into  this  kingdom,  in  confequence 
of  a  favourable  balance- of  trade.  ! 

It  was  obferved  by  Henry  Thorn¬ 
ton,  Elq.  (and  it  is  indeed  felf-evi- 
dent)  that  in  proportion  as  the  com¬ 
merce  :of  this  country  increafes.,  a 


greater  capital  is  neceftary  for  car¬ 
rying  it  on ;  and  alfo,  that  any  given 
quantity  of  commerce,  in  time  of 
war,  by  the  increafed  expences  of 
freight,  infurance,  and  mercantile 
charges,  requires  a  greater  capital 
than  the  fame  quantity  of  commerce 
irl  time  of  peace.  Thefe  two  cir- 
cumftances  muft  have  had  confider¬ 
able  influence,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
laft  three  years  upon  the  circulat¬ 
ing  cafh  and  paper  of  the  kingdom, 
efpecially  when  it  is  confidered, 
that,  from  caufes  already  afhgned, 
the  circulation  of  paper  was  confi- 
derably '  diminifhed ;  and  Mr.  Bo- 
fanquet,  a  Bank  Director,  in  affign- 
ing  the  caufes  of  the  great  pre fibre 
on  the  Bank,  for  the  want  of  cafh, 
in  the  year  1783,  is  of  opinion  that 
the  drain  of  cafh  at  that  time  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  great  extenfion  of 
commerce  which  followed  the 
peace,  and  which  occafioned  fo 
large  an  expert  of  the  commodities 
of  this  country,  that  the  circulation 
was  hardly  fufficient  to  fupport  it. 

It  appears,  laftly,  by  the  evidence 
of  the  Bank  Directors,  that  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  long  credit  given 
by  our  merchants,  the  payments  for 
the  great  quantities  of  our  manu¬ 
factures,  produce,  and  other  merch¬ 
andize  exported,  do  not  take  place 
till  a  confiderable  time  after  their 
exportation,  though  a  great  addi¬ 
tional  capital  has  been  previoufly 
employed  in  providing  the  articles 
fo  exported.  The  balance  of  pay¬ 
ments,  which  arifes  out  of  the  ba¬ 
lance  of  trade,  is  neceffarily  pofte- 
rior  to  it;  and  in  countries  like 
Great  Britain,  where  long  credits 
are  given,  it  may  not  produce  its 
full  effeCt  upon  our  circulation  for 
a  confiderable  time. 

The  refult  of  all  the  various  cir- 
cumftances  before  ftated,  does  not 

appear 
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appear,  on  the  whole,  to  have  pro¬ 
duced  any  permanent  disadvan¬ 
tageous  effe<ft  on  the  cafh  of  the 
Eank,  till  the  month  of  September, 
1795:  The  cafh  of  the  Bank  had, 
indeed,  been  much  lower  than  ti~ 
fual  in  March  and  June  1793;  but 
it  rofe  in  the  September  of  that  year 
nearly  to  its  uiual  average.  From 
September,  1795,  however,  it  con¬ 
tinued  progrefhvely  declining,  fo  as 
to  be,  during- the  whole  of  the  year 
1790  coniiderably  lefs  than  in  the 
year  1795,  but  not  lower  at  the  end 
of  1796  than  in  the  middle  of  that 
year;  and  in  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  year  hill  lefs  than  in  the 
year  1 796— and  in  the  week  pre¬ 
ceding  the  ifluing  of  the  Order  of 
Council,  it  diminifhed  rapidly:  It 
was  not,  however,  even  at  that  pe¬ 
riod,  in  any  degree  fo  low  as  in  the 
year  1783,  and  particularly  in  the 
month  of  Qftober  of  that  year. 

The  conferences  between  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
the  Governor  and  Deputy  Gover¬ 
nor  of  the  Bank,  on  the  apprehen- 
iions  they  entertained  of  the  dimi¬ 
nution  of  their  cafh,  and  the  repre¬ 
sentations  made  by  them,  from  time 
to  time,  on  the  effeft  which  foreign 
loans  and  remittances  had  on  the 
ftate.of  their  cafh,  will  appear  by 
the  evidence  of  the  faid  Governor 
and  Deputy  Governor,  and  other 
Directors  of  the  Bank,  when  they 
attended  the  Committee,  either  as 
a  deputation  or  in  their  individual 
capacity,  as  well  as  from  the  mi¬ 
nutes  of  thofe  conferences,  and  the 
copies  of  the  refolutions  delivered 
by  them  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  :—It  will  appear  alfo, 
from  the  evidence  of  the  Chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  from  let¬ 
ters  written  by  him  to  the  Governor 
pf  the  Bank;  all  which  areinferted 
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in  this  report,  and  to  which  the 
Committee  think  it  more  proper  to 
refer  the  Houfe,  than  to  give  afum- 
mary  of  them. 

The  accounts  before  inferted, 
and  the  evidence  juft  referred  to9 
will  alfo  (hew  what  was  the  nature 
of  the  advances  made  by  the  Bank, 
to  government — upon  what  funds 
or  credit  they  were  made- — what 
was  their  amount  at  different  peri- 
ods— 'how  far  the  amount  of  thofe 
advances,  during  the  prefent  war, 
have  ufually  exceeded  thofe  made 
in  time  of  peace— how  far  they 
have  exceeded  thofe  made  in  the 
laft  war — and  whether  they  were 
greater  or  lefs,  immediately  previ¬ 
ous  to  iffuing  the  Order  in  Council 
of  the  26(h  of  February,  than  at 
any  preceding  period. 

The  Committee  were  defirous  of 
throwing  farther  light  on  this  fob- 
jecft,  by  laying  before  the  Houfe 
feme  accurate  account  of  the  ex¬ 
changes  between  Great  Britain  and 
other  countries ;  as  ihefe,  when  they 
can  be  correctly  afeertained,  afford, 
a  good  criterion  of  the  balance  of 
payments  between  Great  Britain 
and  other  countries,  and  thereby 
fhew,  whether  there  is  reafon  to 
conclude  that  any  coin  or  bullion 
have  been  exported  or  imported. 
At  prefent,  the  only  places  with 
wffich  there  fubfifts  any  regular 
courfe  of  exchange  with  Great 
Britain,  are  Liibon  and  Hamburgh. 
A  t  this  laft  place,  a  great  proportion 
of  the  accounts  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  the  northern  parts  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  is  now  fettled  and  paid.  The 
par  of  exchange  with  Liibon  can 
be  accurately  ftated;  it  is  67-|.  It 
has  already  been  Ihewn  from  the 
evidence  of  Sir  John  Hort  and  Mr. 
Whitmore,  how  far  the  exchange 
between  London  and  Liibon  has 
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been  of  late  to  the  difadvantage  of 
this  country ;  and  their  account  of 
it  is  fully  confirmed  by  a  Hatement 
of  the  courfe  of  exchange  taken 
from  Caffaing’s  papers,  inferted  in 
this  report. 

With  refpedt  to  the  exchange  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Hamburgh, 
the  Committee  have  not  been  able 
to  decide,  to  their  fatisfadtion,  what 
is  the  adtual  par  of  exchange  be¬ 
tween  London  and  Hamburgh. 
The  witnefles  thev  have  examined 
have  widely  differed  with  refpedl  to 
the  par  of  exchange  between  thofe 
places.  The  Committee,  however, 
have  inferted  in  the  minutes  of  the 
evidence,  the  anfwers  of  Mr.  Boyd 
to  two  queffions  put  to  him,  and  a 
paper  prefented  to  this  Committee 
by  one  of  the  members  of  it,  which 
throw  confiderable  light  on  this  in¬ 
tricate  fubjedt,  and  will  account,  in 
fome  degree,  for  the  difficulty  the 
Committee  had  experienced  in  de¬ 
termining,  with  fufficient  accuracy, 
the  par  of  this  exchange. 

The  mercantile  accounts  in  Ham¬ 
burgh  and  London  have  a  reference 
to  different  metals.  Silver  appears 
to  be  the  common  coin  of  Ham¬ 
burgh,  and  gold  is,  in  that  place 
rather  to  be  ccnfidered  as  a  commo¬ 
dity.  Gold  is  the  mercantile  coin 
of  Great  Britain,  and  filver  has 
been  for  many  years  only  a  commo¬ 
dity,  wffiich  has  no  fixed  price,  and 
is  very  rarely  carried  to  the  Mint  to 
be  coined,  but  varies  according  to 
the  demand  for  it  at  the  market. 
The  market  price  of  thefe  precious 
metals  appears  alfo  to  have  an  in¬ 
fluence  on  the  Banco  money  of 
Hamburgh,  in  which  the  exchange 
are  reckoned — It  is  probable  that 
to  thefe  circnmffances  is  to  be  im¬ 
puted  the  difficulty  of  determining 
the  par  of  exchange  between  Lon¬ 


don  and  Hamburgh.  On  the  pre* 
fent  fubject,  therefore,  all  that  the 
Committee  can  fay  with  certainty 
is,  that  according  to  the  evidence  of 
the  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land  (which  is  confirmed  by  a  paper 
annexed)  the  exchange  with  Ham¬ 
burgh  ceafed  to  be  unfavourable  to 
this  country  in  March  1796,  became 
more  favourable  in  the  monfh  cf 
October  laft,  and  that  it  continued 
favourable  till  the  26thof  February, 
when  the  Order  of  Council  was  if- 
fued,  and  that  it  continues  fo  Hill. 

The  Committee  have  hitherto 
ffated  the  feveral  points  relating  to 
the  more  remote  caufes  by  which 
the  circulation  of  the  kingdom  and 
the  general  ftate  of  the  Bank  may 
have  been  affe<ffed.  They  proceed 
now  to  thofe  which  immediately 
preceded  the  26th  of  February  laft, 
and  more  diredtly  contributed  to  the 
neceflity  of  the  Order  of  Council 
which  was  iffued  on  that  day. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Ellifon,  that  a  few  weeks  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  26th  of  February,  two 
great  mercantile  banks  at  Newcaffle 
Hopped  payment  in  cafh,  owing  to 
the  effect  of  a  local  alarm,  fimilar, 
as  Hated  by  this  gentleman,  to  that 
in  1793,  which  occafioned  moH  of 
the  country  bankers  to  draw  large 
fums  of  money  from  the  metropolis, 
and  induced  them  to  keep  in  Hore 
larger  quantities  of  fpecie  than  be¬ 
fore  the  year  1793,  in  order  to 
make  their  payments,  if  fuch  fhould 
be  required  of  them.  Mr.  Thorn¬ 
ton  confirms  in  general  this  account 
given  by  Mr.  Ellifon.  He  agrees 
alfo  with  Mr.  Ellifon  with  refpedt 
to  the  demand  for  cafh  made  on  the 
metropolis  by  the  country  bankers, 
for  the  purpofe  of  being  fent  to 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
where  it  is  partly  kept  by  the 

country 
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country  bankers  for  the  ufes  before 
mentioned,  and  partly  drawn  out 
of  their  hands  bv  individuals,  to  be 
hoarded. 

It  appears  by  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Thornton,  that  there  was,  at 
this  time,  alfo  a  demand  of  cafh  to 
be  fent  from  the  metropolis  to 
Scotland. 

But  thofe  demands  for  cafh,  from 
the  didant  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
were  not  the  only  caufes  of  the 
embarraffments  of  the  Bank  of 
England  at  this  period.  It  is  dated 
in  an  account  delivered  by  Mr.  Pu¬ 
get,  one  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  agent  for  the 
Bank  of  Ireland,  that  in  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  year  1797  there 
was  an  unufual  demand  of  cafh 
made  on  the  Bank  of  England  to  be 
fent  to  Ireland ;  and  that  there  was 
an  expectation  of  a  loan  intended 
to  be  raifed  in  Great  Britain,  for 
the  fervice  of  Ireland,  which  would 
neceflarily  have  occafioned  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  a  confiderable  quan¬ 
tity  of  coin  from  the  metropolis  to 
the  latter  kingdom.  It  is  proper  to 
add,  that  the  kingdom  of  Ireland 
appears,  for  fome  weeks  previous 
to  the  iffuing  the  Order  of  Council 
of  the  26th  of  February,  to  have 
experienced  a  great  waM  of  cafh, 
fimilar  to  that  which  was  experi¬ 
enced  in  Great  Britain. 

There  is  a  circumfhmce  that 
throws  confiderable  light  on  one  at 
leaft  of  the  principal  caufes  which 
-  produced  this  great  demand  for  cafh 
on  the  bank.  It  appears  by  the 
account  of  the  date  of  the  cadi  at 
the  Bank  at  different  periods,  as 
laid  before  the  Committee,  that  the 
greated  drain  of  cadi  which  the 
Bank  has  experienced,  fubfequent 
to  the  year  1783,  was  in  March  and 
June  1793,  that  is,  a  diort  time  af- 


I°? 

ter  the  failure  of  the  country  banks 
in  that  year ;  and  in  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  month  of  February  of 
this  year,  that  is  a  diort  time  after 
the  Newcadle  bank  dopped  pay¬ 
ment  in  cadi,  and  when  the  alarms 
before  dated  produced  great  de¬ 
mands  for  cadi  from  different  parts 
of  the  country:  So  that,  in  both 
thofe  periods,  the  fame  caufe  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  produced  an  effect 
nearly  dmilar,  that  is,  a  very  un¬ 
ufual  drain  of  cafh  from  the  Bank. 

The  increafed  demand  for  cadi 
mud  bear  a  proportion  to  the  de- 
creafe  of  any  other  fort  of  circula¬ 
tion  that  is  a  fubditute  for  it.  The 
Committee  will  prefently  fhew  to 
what  degree  the  circulation  of  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  had 
been  diminifhed,  immediately  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  26th  February  lad. 
With  refpefl  to  the  decreafe  of 
country  bank  bills  in  circulation, 
Mr.  Thornton,  who  appears  to  have 
collected  his  evidence  from  feveral 
parts  of  the  kingdom  with  great  ac¬ 
curacy,  was  defired  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  deliver  in  an  account  of 
the  proportion  in  which,  according 
to  his  information,  country  bank 
bills  circulated  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom  before  the  failures  in 
1793;  at  a  period  fubfequent  to 
that  year ;  and  at  the  prefent  time. 
This  account  may  be  feen  at  large 
in  the  evidence;  but  the  refU-lt  is, 
that  at  the  prefent  time  the  circula¬ 
tion  of  thefe  bills  is  in  one  part  of 
the  kingdom  not  more  than  about  a 
third  ;  in  another,  not  more  than 
half;  and  in  a  third,  but  a  dxth  of 
what  was  in  circulation  before  the 
year  1793  :  and  the  Committee 
have  already  endeavoured  to  diew, 
in  a  former  part  of  this  fummary, 
to  what  degree  the  means  of  coin¬ 
ing,  and,  in  confequence  thereof. 
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regular  fupply  of  new  coin  (which 
alone  could  fill  up  the  void  occafi- 
oned  by  the  decreafe  of  circulating 
paper)  had  diminifhed  of  late  years. 

From  the  evidence  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  Bank,  and  from  the 
report  of  the  laft  Secret  Committee 
which  has  been  laid  before  this 
Committee,  it  appears  that  it  was 
not  fingly  the  diminifhed  hate  of 
their  cafh  which  gave  the  Directors 
any  great  alarm ;  the  Governor 
and  Mr.  Bofanquet  rather  impute 
this  alarm  to  the  progreffively  in- 
creafing  demands  for  cafh  upon 
them,  particularly  in  the  week  pre¬ 
ceding  the  *26th  of  February,  and 
to  the  reafons  they  had  to  appre¬ 
hend  that  thefe  demands,  and  the 
confequent  progrefiive  reduction  of 
cafh  would  continue,  and  even  In- 
crqafb:  and  they  add,  that  this 
drain  was  in  great  part  owing  to 
demands  for  cafh  from  the  country, 
fuch  demands  being  made  upon  the 
Bank  indirectly  from  the  country, 
but  direCtly  from  the  bankers  of 
London,  who  were  to  fupply  the 
country. 

The  Directors  of  the  Bank,  un¬ 
der  the  impreflion  which  thefe  a- 
larms  and  embarraflments  had  oc- 
cafioned,  appear  to  have  judged  it 
prudent  to  diminifh  their  notes  in 
circulation,  and  the  confequent  de¬ 
mands  that  might  come  upon  them, 
fo  as  to  make  the  demands  more 
nearly  correfpond  with  the  Fate  of 
their  cafli.  It  will  be  feen,  in  the 
accounts  prefented  to  the  Commit¬ 
tee,  of  the  amount  of  bank  notes  in 
circulation  at  different,  periods,  that 
the  average  amount  of  thefe  notes  in 
circulation,  for  feveral  years  previ¬ 
ous  to  the  end  of  the  year  1796,  may 
be  Fated  at  between  10,000,0001. 
and  1 1,000,0001.  hardly  ever  fall¬ 
ing  below  9,000,0001.  and  not  often 
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exceeding,  to  any  great  amount, 
11,000,0001.  It  will  appear,  by 
one  of  the  afore  -  mentioned  ac¬ 
counts,  that  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1796,  and  in  Fie  beginning  of 
1797,  the  amount  of  bank  notes  in 
circulation  was  lefs  than  the  average 
before  Fated;  and  on  the  25th  of 
February -laft  it  was  reduced  to 
8,640,2501. 

It  is  true,  that  in  an  account  pre¬ 
fented  to  the  Committee,  of  the 
amount  of  bank  notes  in  circula¬ 
tion  in  the  years  1782,  1783,  and 
1784,  the  quantity  was  then  gene¬ 
rally  even  lefs  than  the  fum  laft 
mentioned;  but  at  that  time  the  fo¬ 
reign  commerce  of  the  kingdom 
was  not.  even  one  half  of  what  it  is 
at  prefent,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  ac¬ 
count  of  imports  and  exports  in- 
ferted  in  this  report. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  re¬ 
duction  of  bank  notes  to  8,640,2501. 
immediately  previous  to  the  hilling 
the  Order  in  Council  of  the  26th 
of  February,  was  owing  to  any  di¬ 
minution  of  the  demands  for  them; 
for  at  that  time  the  merchants  of 
London  were  fubjefit  t.o  difficulties, 
from  not  being  able  to  get  their 
bills  difeounted. 

The  Directors  of  the  Bank  had, 
on  the  Sill  of  December  1795, 
come  to  a  refolution  to  dimini  fir 
their  difeounts;  but  notwithFand- 
ing  that  relolution,  they  did  not  di- 
miniFi  the  amount  of  their  dif¬ 
eounts  in  Fie  courfe  of  the  year 
1796,  compared  with  what  they 
were  in  ,1785,  but  had  rather  in- 
creafed  them ;  not,  however,  to 
fuch  an  extent  as  to  make  them 
correfpond  with  the  wants  of  the 
commercial  world.  A  confiderable 
degree  of  diFrefs  confequently  en- 
fued;  which  diFrefs  may  alfo  be 
imputed  to  another  caufe  in  evi¬ 
dence 
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dence  before  the  Committee.  By 
law,  no  man  is  to  take  more  than 
5l.  percent,  intereft  for  money  lent 
or  advanced  by  him ;  and  this  re- 
ftritftion  is  underftood  to  apply  to 
bankers  in  the  bufinefs  of  difcount- 
ing;  fo  that  in  time  of  war,  when  a 
much  greater  intereft  than  51.  per 
cent,  can  be  made  of  money,  upon 
government  fecurities,  the  difcounts 
which  merchants  obtain  from  bank¬ 
ers  and  other  individuals,  are  ne~ 
ceflarily  much  diminifhed,  and  they 
are  forced,  on  that  account,  to  re¬ 
fort  direftly  to  the  Bank. 

Some  of  the  perfons  whom  the 
Committee  examined  on  this  part 
cf  the  fubjecft,  have  exprefted  a 
flrong  opinion  of  the  inconvenience 
produced  by  the  conduct  of  the 
Bank  in  diminifhing  their  notes  in 
circulation,  and  in  reftrifting  their 
difcounts. 

One  of  thefe  perfons  is  of  opinion 
that  an  increafed  quantity  of  bank 
notes,  proportioned  to  the  increafed 
occafton  for  them,  muft  tend  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  demand  for  guineas  rather 
than  to  promote  it ;  and  that  if  the 
quantity  of  notes  iflued  is  very  con- 
fiderably  lefs  than  the  occafions  of 
the  mercantile  world  require,  a  run 
upon  the  Bank  will  be  the  confe- 
quence.  He  is  of  opinion  alfo, 
that  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  do 
not  avail  themfelves  of  the  full  ex¬ 
tent  of  their  credit;  and  that  the 
caution  neceftary  to  be  obferved  by 
private  bankers  in  the  amount  of 
their  bills,  does  not  apply  to  the  cafe 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  feveral 
reafons  which  he  affigns.  A  great 
quantity  of  bank  notes,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  is  abfolutely  neceftary  for  the 
circulation  of  the  metropolis ;  and 
that  in  this  refperi  it  is  immaterial 
whether  thefe  notes  are  iftued  for 
advances  made  to  government,  or 


in  difcounts  to  private  perfons ;  ex¬ 
cept,  that  in  the  laft  cafe,  thofe 
whole  bills  are  discounted  to  a 
greater  extent,  may  fuppofe  that 
more  relief  is  granted  to  them.  He 
allows,  however,  that  as  the  Bank 
difcounts,  even  in  time  of  war,  at 
51.  per  cent,  there  may  be  a  greater 
difpofition  to  borrow  of  the  Bank  at 
5l.  percent,  than  it  may  be  prudent 
always  for  the  Bank  to  comply 
with. 

Another  of  thofe  gentlemen  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  refoluiion  of  the 
Bank  to  reftriH  their  difcounts,  ex- 
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cited  an  alarm  and  diftruft  that  led 
to  an  increafe  of  the  drain  of  their 
cafh ;  that  it  has  contributed  alfo  to 
the  forced  fale  and  depreciation  of 
public  fecurities,  and  to  other  em- 
barraftments  occaftoned  by  an  in- 
fufficient  fupply  of  bank  notes  and 
cafh;  which  fupply  has  not  kept 
pace  with  the  demand  anting  from 
the  employment  and  circulation  of 
adtive  capital,  particularly  for  the 
laft  fifteen  months ;  And  he  alfo  is 
of  opinion  that  it  would  not  fignify 
materially  to  the  public,  whether  the 
quantum  of  bank  notes  introduced 
into  circulation  was  created  by  dis¬ 
counting  bills  for  the  merchants,  or 
by  advances  to  government. 

The  Committee  have  judged  it 
right  to  ftate  the  cauies  affigned  by 
thefe  gentlemen,  of  the  diftrefs  that 
has  lately  prevailed  from  the  want, 
of  fufticient  means  of  circulation, 
in  commercial  trantaHions.  The 
Committee,  however,  do  not  mean 
to  decide  whether  the  Bank  Direc¬ 
tors  might  not  have  folid  reafons  for 
their  conduct  in  this  refpeH,  or  tp 
convey  any  opinion  on  this  doubtful 
and  delicate  queftion;  but  conceive 
it  their  duty  to  call, the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  to  a  point  of  fo  great 
importance,  and-  refer  the  Houle  to 
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the  arguments  flated  more  at  large 
in  the  evidence.  / 

The  Committee  have  thus  gone 
through  the  chief  points  which  have 
occurred  in  their  enquiry  refpedling 
the  caufes  which  produced  the 
Order  in  Council  of  the  26th  of 
February  laft,  as  refulting  from  the 
evidence  taken  by  them,  and  the 
accounts  laid  before  them.  They 
iiibmit  the  fame  to  the  confideration 
©f  the  Houfe ;  but  as  the  minutes  of 
their  proceedings  are  inferted  in  the 
former  part  of  this  report,  and  as 
the  Houfe  is  thereby  pofiefied  of 
the  evidence  on  the  whole  of  this 
fubjedf,  in  great  detail,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  it  will  be  enabled  to  fupply 
any  omiffions,  and  to  correct  any 
defeats  which  may  be  found  in  this 
turn  mar  y. 

The  Committee  being  defirous 
of  confining  themfelves  to  thofe 
matters  on  which  they  have  thought 
proper  to  call  evidence,  and  fenfible 
of  the  difficulty  (even  at  ail  times) 
of  appreciating  the  extent  and  influ¬ 
ence  of  alarm,  forbear  from  advert¬ 
ing  to  the  effects  produced  upon  the 
irate  of  pecuniary  tranfadtions  and 
circulation,  by  the  apprehenfions  of 
invafion  generally  prevalent  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  laid  year,  and  in  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent,  but  of 
which  the  operations  muft  doubt- 
lefs  have  been  confiderable.  Nor 
will  they  attempt  to  eftimate  how 
far  the  interruption  given  to  the 
banking  operations  of  many  great 
commercial  cities,  by  the  troubles 
and  calamities  which  have  agitated 
Europe,  and  the  entire  rain  of  ma¬ 
ny  commercial  houfes  and  efdab- 
lifhments,  may  have  tended  to  de¬ 
range  the  accuffomed  courfe  and 
confidence  of  general  circulation. 

The  Committee  think  it  fuffi- 
cient  merely  to  enumerate  the  con- 
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fiderations  of  fuch  general  notoriety, 
and  to  fubmit  them,  without  farther 
obfervation,  to  the  wifdom  of  the 
Houfe. 


An  Account  of  all  Bills  drawn  on  the 
Treafury  from  the  ifland  of  St .  Domin~ 
go ,  from  the  Commencement  of  the  War 
to  the  latefi  period  fuch  an  account  can 
he  made  out. 

Amount  of  bills  drawn  from  or  on 
account  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  prefented  at  the  Treafury 
in  the  years 
'1794T 

1795 

1796  \L.  4,383,59 6  8  2 
and  [ 

1797  J 

to  iff  of  May. 

Charles  Long. 

Treafury  Chambers , 

May  11  thy  1797. 

A  return  of  the  deaths  and  cafual- 
ties  which  have  taken  place  in 
the  Britifh  forces,  and  in  the 
forces  in  Britifh  pay,  ferving  in 
the  ifland  of  St.  Domingo,  from 

the  commencement  of  the  war 

■< 

to  the  3oth  of  September,  1796, 
as  far  as  the  fame  can  be  made  up. 

Britifh  Foices. 

Dead  -  -  7,530 

Difcharged  -  333 

Deferted  -  1 23 

Forces  in  Britijh  Pay. 

Dead,  Difcharged,  and  Deferted, 
1,067. 

N.  B.  Few  of  the  returns  of  the 
foreign  corps  diftinguifli  the  deaths 
from  the  other  cafualties. 

W.  Windham. 

War  Office, 

May  5  th ,  1797. 

An 
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Annuity  at  1 A  per 
cent,  to  be  placed 

Additional  Charge  created  in  reffiefl  of  II  *000,' 000/.  lort  tewed  anno  179  4,  Charges  of  Manage-  to  the  account  of  the 

and  by  reafn  of  certain  Navy  and  Victualling  Bills  made  out  before.  Annual  Into  eft.  I  ment.  j  Commijf oners  for 

3  \jl  March)  1793,  being  delivered  up  to  be  cancelled*  1  reducing  the  Na~ 
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APPENDIX  TO 


Produce  of  the  fever  al  Duties  in  the  Year  ended  5  th  January  1797,  applicable  to¬ 
wards  defraying  the  additional  Charge  created  anno  1793. 

Britifn  fpirits,  anno  1791,  continued  anno  1793 
Foreign  fpirits  ditto  ditto 


Sugar,  anno  1791,  continued  anno  1794  - 

Licences  for  killing  game,  anno  1791,  continued  ditt 
Percenk  on  adefTed  taxes,  anno  1791,  continued  din. 
Bills  and  receipts,  anno  1791,  after  referving  128,6001. 
carried  to  the  confolidated  fund,  beirg  the  annual 
average  produce  of  former  duties  there  repealed 
Diftiilers  licences,  anno  1794,  after  referving  36,OOOl. 
per  annum,  to  be  carried  to  the  confolidated  fund 
for  ditto  .. 

Paper  duty,  anno  1794,  (excife)  after  referving 
75,0001.  per  ann.  ditto  - 

Ditto  (cuftoms)  - 

Slates  and  hones,  anno  1794 
Attornies  articles,  ditto  . 

Bricks  and  tiles,  ditto  (cuftoms) 

Ditto  (excife)  . 

Glafs,  anno  1794  » 

Britifh  fpirits,  ditto 
Foreign  ditto  - 


Additional  charge  created  anno  1794 
Surplus  in  the  year  ended  5th  January  1797 


Britifh  fpirits,  anno  1795 
Foreign  ditto 
Cocoa  and  coffee,  ditto 
Tea,  ditto 
w  ines,  anno  1795 


Sweets,  ditto 


l. 

s. 

d. 

23,977 

0 

0 

142,836 

0 

0 

166,313 

0 

0 

797,  applicable 

to° 

1794. 

1. 

s. 

d. 

239,653 

18 

4 

8,984 

1 

4 

o  97,449 

> 

6 

S 

48,95 1 

3 

9 

0 

0 

0 

89,958 

,0 

0 

6,605 

8  lOf 

17,830 

18  10t 

20,037 

2 

9 

211 

0 

7 

61,540 

0 

0 

42,333 

0 

0 

23,584 

0 

0 

149,939 

0 

0 

807,077 

1 

2 

773,324 

0 

0 

33,753 

0 

5 

797,  applicable 

to~ 

1795. 

1. 

s. 

d. 

22,163 

0 

0 

152,065 

0 

0 

15,319 

0 

0 

200,107 

0 

0 

432,689 

0 

0 

9,443 

0 

0 

Carried  over 


S3 1,7  $6  0  Q 
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Brought  forward 

Ship  policies,  1795 
Receipts,  ditto  - 

Stamps,  ditto  - 

Hair-powder  certificates,  ditto 
Fruit,  ftlk,  &c.  ditto 

Coals,  ditto  -  -  “  "  . 

Taken  out  of  the  duty  on  poflage  of  letters,  being  the 
computed  annual  increase  of  that  revenue,  by  reafon 
of  the  reftridtion  in  franking,  purfuant  to  adt  35 
Geo.  III.  - 


/. 

831,786 
97,109 
7,094 
48,465 
184,216 
104,028 
20,094  13 


s. 

0 

4 

6 

13 

3 

19 


d. 

O 

1 

1 

7 

0 

5 

2-L 


40,000  0  0 


1,332,794  19  4- 

1,227,4 15  3  11' 


Additional  charge  created  anno  1795 
Surplus  in  the  year  ended  5th  January  1797  105,379  15  5| 


164,015 
931 
101,522 
98,165 
2,325 


s . 

0 

12 

15 

0 

0 


d. 

0 

o 

10 

0 

0 


0  0  0 


Traduce  of  the  fever  al  Duties  in  the  Year  ended  5  th  January  1797,  applicable  to 
wards  defraying  the  additional  Charge  ci eated anno  1796. 

L 

Tobacco,  fnuff,  &c.  anno  1796 
Horfe-dealers  licences,  ditto  * 

Wine  ditto  (cuftoms) 

Ditto  (excife)  -  * 

Sweets,  ditto  -  "  “  “ 

Legacies,  ditto^fter  referving  10,2691.  15s.  carried  to 
Ore  confolidated  fund,  being  the  annual  average  pro¬ 
duce  of  former  duties  then  repealed 
Hats,  ditto,  after  referving  9, 4791.  11s.  carried  to  the 
confolidated  fund  for  ditto 
lOl.  per  cent,  on  adefled  taxes,  anno  1796 

Horfes,  ditto  -  - 

2s.  duty  on  ditto,  not  otherwife  chargeable 

Dogs,  anno  1796  -  ,  .  " 

Computed  annual  faving  to  the  public,  by  reducing  the 

allowance  for  wafte  on  fait,  See.  . 

Brought  from  the  confolidated  duties  of  cuftoms,  being 
the  computed  annual  faving  to  the  public  on  account 
of  the  allowance  for  drawbacks  on  the  exportation  of 
fugar,  being  difeontinued  in  the  year  1796 


0 

47,833 

16,930 

19,475 

4,770 


0 

15 

0 

0 

0 


604,644  9 


Exchequer, 

9th  day  of  March ,  1797  * 


JAMES  FISHER. 


H  3 
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32,000  0  0 


116,676  5  8 
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I\o.  I.  — Copy  cf  a  defoliation  of  the. 
Court  of  Directors  of  the  Bank  of 
Bnglfmd ,  dated  December  the  fd^ 
1795.  Moved  for  by  Mr.  Sheridan. 

Refolved,  That  the  following 
refolution  of  the  court  be  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer. 

That  the  Court  of  Directors, 
after  a  very  folernn  deliberation, 
adequate  to  the  importance  of  the 
fubjeff,  are  unanimoufly  of  opinion, 
that  fhould  fuch  a  loan  *  take 
place,  they  are  but  too  well  ground¬ 
ed  in  declaring  (from  the  aCtual 
erfedts  of  the  Emperor’s  laft  loan, 
and  the  continued  drains  of  fpecie 
and  bullion  they  flill  experience) 
that  they  have  the  moft  cogent  rea- 

•  j  -  o 

ions  to  apprehend  very  moment¬ 
ous  and  alarming  confequences. 
They  are,  therefore,  led  to  hope, 
(after  expreffing  their  acknowledg¬ 
ments  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer^  for  having  hinted  that  the 
welfare  and  fafety  of  the  Bank 
fhould  in  this  matter  fuperfede 
every  ether  confideration)  that  he 
will  be  pleated  to  lay  afide  the 
adoption  of  fuch  a  meafure,  which, 
they  beg  leave  to  repeat,  would  be 
iri  their  opinion  moft  fatal  in  its 
confequences. 

No.  II.  Cofy  of  an  Opinion-  of  the 

Committee  of  the  Treafury ,  January 

fh.e  1 4/d,  1796.’ 

’  4;  ;  .  < 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Treafury,  that  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Deputy  Governor  fhould 
leprefeut  to.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  That  they  cannot 
look  upon  the  fcheme  of  ahi fling 
the  Emperor  to  raife  a  loan  in  Ger¬ 
many,  by  the  guaran  tee  of  t  he  par¬ 


liament  of  Great  Britain,  in  znf 
light  which  will  not,  one  way  or 
other,  be  detrimental  to  this  coun¬ 
try,  even  if  a  law  were  pafied  by 
parliament  to  prevent  Britifh  fub- 
jedls  from  taking  any  fh  are  therein: 
That  fuch  a  call  for  money  in  Ger¬ 
many  will  oecafion  demands  of  it 
from  hence  :  Germans,  Italians, 
and  other  foreign  capitalifis,  who 
have  property  here,  will  be  induced 
to  draw  it  away.  People  in  Hol¬ 
land,  who,  by  the  late  a£ts,  have 
money  locked  up  here,  may  go  to 
Germany  and  draw  for  it  from 
thence.  That  funds,  which  would 
other  wife  be  employed  in  fpecula- 
tions  of  trade  with  England,  may, 
by  fuch  an  opportunity  of  inveft- 
nient  at  home,  be  diverted  from  thq 
one  to  the  other  purpofe :  That 
the  exchange  between  this  country 
and  Hamburgh  may  be  much  af¬ 
fected  by  it :  That,  in  fpite  of  le¬ 
gal  prohibitions,  it  is  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  that  fome  people  here 
would  take  fhares  in  fuch  a  nego¬ 
tiation,  under  the  names  of  their 
foreign  correfpondenis.  From  thefe 
and  other  caufes,  they  are  fully  of 
opinion,  that  the  Governor  and 
Deputy  Governor  can  give  no  ad¬ 
vice  to  Mr.  Pitt  in  favour  of  fuch 
a  meafure ;  which  is  indeed  of  a 
wide -  political  extent,  and  beyond 
the  line  of  their  duty  to  judge  of. 

I' Jo,  III.  — ~  Copy  of  a  Reflation ,  dated 

the  1 1  th  of  February^  1796. 

Refojved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  court,  founded  upon  its 
experience  of  the  effedts  of  the 
late  imperial  loan,  that  if  any  fur¬ 
ther  loan  or  advance  of  money  to 
the  Emperor,  or  to  any  other  fo¬ 
reign  ftate,  fhould,  in  the  prefent 


f  A  loan  of  3,000,000!.  tc  the  Epsperor, 
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Urate  of  affairs  take  place,  it  will, 
in  all  probability,  prove  fatal  to  the 
Bank  of  England.  —  The  Court  of 
Directors  do  therefore  moil  earneft- 
]y  deprecate  the  adoption  of  any 
fuch  meafure  ;  and  they  folemnly 
proteft  againfr  any  refponfibility  for 
the  calamitous  confequences  that 
may  follow  thereupon. — -Refolved, 
That  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
G  overnor  do  communicate  thefe 
refolutions  to  the  Chancellor  of  his 
Majefty’s  Exchequer. 

Jtnfwen  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  to  the  Two  Refolutions  of  the  Court 
of  Dir  colors  of  the  Bank ,  of  the  3d  of 
December,  1795,  and  11  th  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  1796,  on  the  fubjett  of  an  Impe¬ 
rial  Loan . 

jinfiver  to  the frft. — The  Chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  Exchequer  having  per- 
ufed  the  refolution  with  great 
attention,  repeatedly  faid,  that  cer¬ 
tainly,  as  matters  were  there  ftated, 
he  fhould  not  think  at  prefent  of 
bringing  forward  fuch  a  meafure ; 
adding,  that  though  he  thou  Id,  in 
opening  the  budget,  make  it  known 
that  he  made  referye  with  the  pre¬ 
fent  contractors  for  the  loan,  to 
permit  the  Emperors  railing  three 
millions,  fhould  circumftances  re¬ 
quire  it,  he  Ihould  lay  afide  all 
thoughts  of  it,  unlefs  the  lituation 
or  things,  relative  to  the  Bank, 
fhould  fo  alter  as  to  render  fuch  a 
loan  of  no  importance  or  incon¬ 
venience  to  them  in  perfpeCtive. 
The  Governor  promifed  him,  that 
fhould  fuch  a  change  take  place, 
and  he  fhould  with  for  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  fuch  a  meafure,  he  certainly 
would  communicate  it  to  him  with 
pleafure.  —  Mr.  Pitt  wilhed  very 
much  to  have  the  paper  left  with 
him,  for  the  purpofe  of  communi¬ 
cating  its  contents  to  the  cabinet, 


if  he  found  it  necellary  ;  promifing, 
that  no  one  fhould  have  a  light  of 
it  elfewhere,  and  that  if  the  Gover¬ 
nor  would  call  upon  him  in  two 
or  three  days,  he  would  return  it  t© 
him. 

An  facer  to  the fecond. — Mr.  Pitt  re¬ 
plied,  That  after  the  repeated  inti¬ 
mations  which  he  had  given  to  the 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor 
of  the  Bank,  that  no  further  loan 
to  the  Emperor  would  be  refolved 
on  without  previous  communication 
with  the  Bank,  and  due  conlidera- 
tion  of  the  date  of  their  circum¬ 
ftances,  he  did  not  fee  any  reafon 
for  thefe  refolutions ;  that  he  did 
fuppofe  they  were  adopted  in  a 
moment  of  alarm,  and  that  he  fhould 
conlider  them  in  that  light. 


Copies  of  all  Communications  between  the 
Directors  of  the  Bank  and  the  Chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  Exchequer ,  ref  pelting  Ad¬ 
vances  to  Government  fnce  the  \fl  of 
November,  1794;  exclufve  of  the  In¬ 
formation  contained  in  the  Tapers  al¬ 
ready  laid  before  the  ‘Houje  from  the 
Bank  of  England. 

(No.  1.) 

Copy  of  a  Reftlution  of  the  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  the  \bth  of  January,  1795. 

Refolved, 

HAT  the  Governor  and  Depu¬ 
ty  Governor  do  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  informing  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  the 
court  of  Directors,  defirous  at  all 
times  to  give  every  affiftance  and 
accommodation  to  the  public  fer- 
vice,  think  ft  proper  at  the  prefent 
period,  when  a  loan,  under  the  gua¬ 
rantee  of  this  country,  for  a  foreign 
ftate,  of  the  large  amount  of  fix 
millions  fterliig  and  alfo  one  for 
H  4  our 

>  ,  ■  r,i 
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©ur  own  national  wants  of  eighteen 
millions  fterling,  are  about  to  be 
raifed,  to  bring  to  his  confideration, 
that  it  is  their  with  that  he  would 
fettle  his  arrangements  of  finances 
for  the  prefent  year  in  fiich  a  man¬ 
ner  as  not  to  depend  on  any  far¬ 
ther  afliftance  from  them  beyond 
What  is  already  agreed  for ;  and 
particularly,  that  the  flipulation  for 
the  future* advances  to  be  made  by 
them,  if  neceiTarv,  for  the  payment 
of  Treafury  bills  of  exchange,  be 
ftridtly  adhered  to,  as  they  cannot 
show  that  advance  at  any  time  to 
exceed  the  fum  of  five  hundred 
ihoufand  pounds. 

(No.  2.) 

In  the  Court  of  Dire  Hors,  on  the  1 6th  of 
April ,  1795. 

THE  Governor  and  Deputy  Go¬ 
vernor  were  directed  by  the  court 
to  wait  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  to  mention  to  him 
the  uneafinefs  they  have  felt  on  be¬ 
ing  left,  during  fo  long  a  period,  in 
an  advance  of  one  and  an  half,  to 
upwards  of  two  millions  of  money, 
for  the  bills  accepted  by  the  Trea¬ 
fury.  That  this  mode  of  paying 
the  Treafury  bills  in  advance  was 
never  meant  to  be  carried  to  any 
great  extent,  at  the  mo  ft  to 
500,0001,  and  that  only  as  a  tem¬ 
porary  accommodation. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  did  promife  to  the  Governor 
and  Deputy  Governor,  in  Decem¬ 
ber  laft,  and  particularly  in  a  con- 
verfation  on  the  17  th  of  January, 
that  the  amount  of  thefe  bills  paid 
at  the  Bank,  then  exceeding  the 
fum  of  500,0001,  fhould  certainly 
be  paid  off  after  the  receipt  of  the 
firft  payment  on  the  new  loan ; 
which  promife  hath  not  vet  taken 


place.  The  court  have  therefore 
come  to  a  refolution,  that  they  can¬ 
not  in  future  allow  of  any  difburfe 
on  this  account  exceeding  the  fum 
of  500,0001 ;  and  they  do  requefl 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  will  be  pleafed  to  order  the 
fame  to  be  paid. 

(No.  3.) 

Copy  of  a  Note from  the  Governor  and  De¬ 
puty  Governor  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer. 

Bank ,  5 th  June,  1795. 
THE  Governor  ana  Deputy  Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  Bank  prefent  their 
refpedtful  compliments  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  take  the  liberty  of  hating  to 
him,  that  though  he  was  pleafed  to 
promife,  the  laft  time  they  had  the 
honour  of  an  interview,  that  the 
amount  of  the  Treafury  bills  paid 
by  the  Bank,  fhould  immediately 
be  reduced  to  the  fum  of  500,0001. 
(beyond  which  fum,  by  the  refolu¬ 
tion  of  the  court,  it  was  not  to  pafs) 
the  Bank  are  now  in  advance  on 
that  account  1,210,0151.  17s.  5d ; 
and  before  the  end  of  next  week  it 
will  be  encreafed  to  1,658,4671. 
They  at  the  fame  time  beg  to  ex- 
prefs  their  concern  at  being  fo  re¬ 
peatedly  obliged  to  trouble  him  on 
the  fubjedt;  hoping  he  will  give 
fuch  directions  as  may  in  future 
prevent  it. 

To  the  Right  Honourable 
William  Pitt ,  Tfc. 

(No.  4.) 

Refolutions  of  the  Court  of  Directors , 
30  th  of  July,  1795. 

Refolved, 

THAT  the  Governor  and  De¬ 
puty  Governor  of  the  Bank  be  de- 
fired  to  inform  the  Chancellor  of 

the 
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the  Exchequer,  that  it  is  the  re- 
queft  of  this  court  that  he  will  ei¬ 
ther  adopt  fome  other  mode  of 
paying  the  Treafury  bills  of  ex¬ 
change,  than  by  diredfing  them  for 
payment  at  the  Bank ;  or  fo  to  ar¬ 
range  the  furnifhing  of  money  for 
the  payment  of  theie  bills,  that  the 
amount  for  which  the  Bank  fhould 
be  in  advance,  fhall  not  at  any  time 
exceed  the  fum  of  500,0001 ;  as 
this  court  is  determined  to  give 
orders  to  the  cafhiers  to  refufe  pay¬ 
ment  of  all  bills  whenever  the  ad¬ 
vance  fhall  amount  to  fuch  fum  of 
500,0001.  That  previoufly  the 
court  is  defirous  of  fixing  on  a  cer¬ 
tain  day  with  Mr.  Pitt  when  fuch 
order  fhall  take  place ;  but  in  the 
mean  time  depend  on  his  former 
and  repeated  promife  to  reduce  the 
prefent  advance  as  fpeedily  as  pof- 
iible. 

(No.  5.) 

Report  of  the  Governor,  and  Refolutiin  of 

the  Court  of  Directors,  6th  of  Augufi, 

1795. 

THE  Governor  having  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  court  a  letter  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
which  was  received  yeflerday  at 
four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  con¬ 
taining  a  requeff  for  a  farther  ac¬ 
commodation  on  the  credit  of  the 
growing  furplus  of  the  confoiidated 
fund, 

Refolved,  That  the  confideration 
of  this  letter  be  poffponed;  and 
that  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Go¬ 
vernor  be  defired  to  wait  on  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  inform  him,  that  this 
court  cannot  take  his  letter  into 
confideration  until  it  has  received 
fatisfadtion  refpedting  the  repay¬ 
ment  of  the  monies  already  advanc¬ 


ed  for  payment  of  Treafury  bills  of 
exchange,  to  reduce  that  account 
under  the  ftipulated  fum  of 5  00,000k 
above  which  the  Bank  was  never 
to  be  in  advance ;  and  until  it  has 
had  fufficient  fecurity  held  out  that 
it  fhall  not  be  called  upon  to  make 
farther  advances  on  this  account  in 
future:  and  that  they  do  requeff 
Mr  Pitt  to  enter  into  full  explana¬ 
tions  on  this  fubjedf,  which  is  no^ 
even  touched  upon  in  his  letter. 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  1th  of  Auguf,  1795. 

The  Governor  and  Deputy  Go¬ 
vernor  this  day  waited  on'  Mr.  Pitt 
at  the  hour  he  had  appointed:— 
When  the  Governor  firft  obferved 
to  him  that  his  letter  did  not  ar¬ 
rive  in  time  to  be  taken  into  con¬ 
fideration  by  the  Committee  on 
Wednefday;  and  that  it  was  there-, 
fore  of  neceffity  laid  before  the 
court  on  Thurfday,  without  much 
previous  confultation  on  it  in  the 
Committee:— And  the  Governor 
then  read  to  Mr.  Pitt  the  following 
note,  as  containing  the  fubffance  of 
what  paffed  upon  it  in  the  court : 

The  Governor  having  laid  before 
the  court  a  letter  received  yefferdav 
afternoon  from  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  containing  a  requeff 
for  a  farther  accommodation  of  two 
millions  and  an  half,  on' the  grow¬ 
ing  produce  of  the  confoiidated 
fund, 

Refolved,  That  the  confiderg.* 
tion  of  this  letter  be  poftponed; 
and  that  the  Governor  and  Deputy- 
Governor  be  defired  to  wait  on  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  inform  him  that  this  court 
cannot  fully  take  his  letter  into 
confideration  until  he  has  finally 
fettled  the  arrangement,  notified  to 
him  laft  week,  relative  to  the  re¬ 
duction 
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fhiCHon  of  the  amount  of  the  Trea- 
fury  bills  paid  by  the  bank,  fo  that 
the  fum  advanced  may  never  ex¬ 
ceed  500,0001;  of  which  his  letter 
makes  not  the  lead  mention. 

(No.  6.) 

H 

Cofiv  of  a  Belt  er from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer ,  and  Rcfolution  of  the  Court 
f  Directors,  1  %th  of  A uguf^  1795. 

Downing  f rest,  1 2th  Aug,  1795. 
Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  to  requefl:  the  favour 
®f  you  to  ftate  to  your  court,  that 
if  they  think  proper  to  afford  the 
accommodation  which  I  have  re¬ 
queued  in  my  letter  of  the  5th  in¬ 
fant,  by  taking  Exchequer  bills 
payable  out  of  the  growing  produce 
of  the  confolidated  fund,  they  may 
depend  upon  meafures  being  imme¬ 
diately  taken  for  the  payment  of 
one  million  of  the  fum  they  have 
advanced  for  the  payment  of  bills ; 
and  farther  payments,  to  the  a- 
inount  in  the  whole  to  another 
million,  may  be  made  in  the  courfe 
of  September,  October,  and  No¬ 
vember,  in  fuch  proportions  as  may 
be  found  convenient.  But  as  frefh 
bills  may  be  expected  to  arrive,  I  am 
under  the  neceffity  of  requefting 
that  a  latitude  fliould  be  allowed  for 
the  payment  of  fuch  bills  to  an  a- 
mount  not  exceeding  one  million  in 
addition  ;  for  which  fum  payment 
fhall  be  provided  before  the  end  of 
February,  or,  if  the  court  material¬ 
ly  prefer  it,  of  January.  In  order 
to  guard  againft  any  frefh  difap- 
pointment,  I  beg  leave  to  fugged:, 
that  it  may  be  ufeful  if,  from  time 
to  time,  you  fend  me  notice  when¬ 
ever  the  amount  advanced  comes 
within  fifty  thoufand  pounds  of  the 

2 


limit  fixed,  that  warrants  may  be 
prepared  without  delay. 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  Wm.Pitt. 

Governor  and  Deputy  Governor 
of  the  Bank. 


IN  the  court  held  this  day,  after 
reading  Mr.  Pitt’s  letter  of  the  12th 
of  Auguft,  it  was  refolved,  That 
this  court  do  not  accede  to  the  pro- 
pofal  contained  in  the  faid  letter. 
It  was  farther  refolved.  That  the 
court  do  confent  to  Mr.  Pitt’s 
requeft,  in  his  letter  of  the  5th  in- 
ftant  *,  namely,  to  advance  two 
millions  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  on  Exchequer  bills,  on 
the  fecurity  of  the  furplus  of  the 
confolidated  fund,  to  be  repaid  as 
follows : 

About  eleven  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  from  the  produce  of 
the  quarter  ending  the  10th 
of  October  next;  and  fqf 
the  remainder  they  are  wil* 
ling  to  wait  till  the  ending 
of  the  quarter  ot  the  5  th  of 
April,  1796. 

And  that  the  Governor  and  Depu* 
ty  Governor  be  defired  to  inform 
Mr.  Pitt,  that  the  court  ftill  adhere 
to  their  former  refolution,  of  infill¬ 
ing  that  the  credit  on  the  Treafury 
bills  be  restrained  to  500,0001; 
but  that  thea  ourt  will  wait  for  the 
repayment  of  one  millioq  of  the 
monev  already  advanced  beyond 
the  faid  fum  of  500,000k  until  the 
latter  end  of  November  (if  it  is  of 
effential  ferviee  to  the  government 
of  the  country  that  it  fhould  do  fo) 
provided  pofitive  afiiirance  is  given 
bv  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  that  this  additional  million 
fhall  punctually  be  repaid  at  that 
time ;  and  that  in  no  cafe,  if  this 
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'propofition  is  acceded  to,  the  Bank 
is  to  be  in  advance  beyond  one  mil¬ 
lion  and  an  half  for  payment  of  the 
Treafnry  bills,  which,  by  the  end 
of  November,  are  to  be  reduced  to 
500,0001. 

The  court  alfo  requeft,  that  the 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor 
will  exprefs  to  Mr.  Pitt  the  earned: 
defire  they  have  that  fome  other 
means  may  be  adopted  in  the  next 
feffion  of  parliament,  for  the  future 
payment  of  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
on  the  Treafnry. — When  the  laft 
refolution  was  propofed,  Mr.  Win- 
throp  moved  the  following  amend¬ 
ment,  and  was  Seconded  by  Mr.  Si¬ 
meon,  to  be  added  after  the  words 
“  consolidated  fund,”  and  to  leave 
®ut  all  the  remainder  : 

“  Provided  at  lead:  two  millions 
u  of  the  fame  fliall  be  appli- 
44  ed  to  the  difeharge  of  the 
64  Sum  for  which  the  Bank 
a  is  now  in  advance,  on  ac- 
6i  count  of  bills  accepted  by 
u  the  Treafury;  it  being  the 
intention  of  this  court  to 
P  redrain  the  amount  of  fuch 
advance  to  the  fum  of 
500,0001.  agreeably  to 
44  their  former  refolutionsT 
The  faid  amendment  being  put  to 
the  vote,  was  negatived;  and  the 
refolution  as  ftrft  moved,  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative. 

Auguji  14/7/,  1795. 

THE  Governor  and  Deputy  Go¬ 
vernor,  in  compliance  with  the  de~ 
fire  of  the  court  held  yefterday, 
waited  this  day  On  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  to  dignify  to  him, 
that  his  letter  of  the  12th  inftant 
had  been  duly  conddered;  and  it 
was  refolved,  that  the  propofals 
which  it  contained  could  not  be  ac¬ 
ceded  to;  and  to  communicate  to 
ium  the  farther  refolution  of  the 
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court  refpeCting  his  requeft  in  his 
letter  of  the  5  th  inftant,  as  minuted 
in  this  book  yefterday.  The  Go¬ 
vernor  put  into  his  hands  a  copy  of 
the  two  refolutions,  which  Mr. 
Pitt  read  attentively;  and  returned 
loon  after  with  a  letter,  written  by 
himfelf  at  the  requeft  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Deputy  Governor,  ffg- 
nifying  his  acquiescence  in  the  faid 
refolution,  and  promifing  punCtual- 
ly  to  comply  with  the  conditions  Po¬ 
pulated  therein. 

Dovming-flreet ,  \  Ah  Aug.  1795. 

Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  to  requeft  the  favour 
of  you  to  inform  your  court,  that  I 
agree  to  the  conditions  fpecified  in 
their  refolution  of  yefterday  (fee 
the  note  of  the  1 3±h  of  Auguft)  for 
the  advance  of  two  millions  and  a 
half  on  the  credit  of  the  confolidat- 
ed  fund;  and  will  take  care  that 
they  fhall  be  punctually  complied 
with,  i  return  the  paper  contain¬ 
ing  the  refolution ;  and  am,  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  &c. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Pitt. 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor 
of  the  Bank . 

(No.  7.) 

Copy  of  a  written  Payer  delivered  to  th 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer . 

Bank  of  England,  8  th  0  A.  1795. 

THE  very  large  and  continued 
drain  of  bullion  and  fpecie  which 
the  Bank  has  lately  experienced,  a- 
riling  from  the  effects  of  the  loan 
to  the  Emperor  and  other  fubfidies, 
together  with  the  profpeef  of  the 
demand  for  gold  not  appearing  like¬ 
ly  foon  to  ceaie,  has  excited  fuch 
apprehenlions  in  the  court  of  Di¬ 
rectors,  that,  on  the  moft  ferious  de¬ 
liberation,  they  deem  it  right  to 
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communicate  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  the  abfolute  necef- 
iitv  they  conceive  to  exift  for  dimi- 
nifhing  the  fum  of  their  prefent 
advances  to  government-— the  laft 
having  been  granted  with  extreme 
reluctance  on  their  part,  on  his 
prefting  folicitations  and  ftatement, 
that  ferious  embarraftraents  would 
strife  to  the  public  fervice  if  the 
Bank  refufed. 

It  muft  occur  to  Mr.  Pitt’s  recol¬ 
lection,  that  laft  January  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the 
Bank  did,  by  inftruCtions  from  their 
court,  formally  announce  to  him 
their  apprehenfions  of  the  confe- 
•  quences  that  were  likely  to  enfue 
from  the  Emperor’s  loan  taking- 
place  ;  the  events  feem  fully  to  jus¬ 
tify  their  fears,  and  to  render  every 
meafure  of  caution  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  for  their  future  fafety. 

In  addition  to  the  above  caufes  it 
may  be  proper  to  ftate,  that  large 
funis  are  likely  foon  to  be  called  for 
by  the  claimants  of  the  cargoes  and 
freights  of  the  neutral  fliips  taken, 
and  about  to  be  reimburfed  ;  many 
of  whom,  as  they  are  credibly  in¬ 
formed,  are  inftruCted  by  their 
owners  and  proprietors  to  take  back 
their  returns  in  fpecie  or  bullion. 

The  prefent  price  of  gold  being 
from  41.  3s.  to  41.  4s.  per  ounce,  and 
our  guineas  being  to  be  purchafed 
at  Sh  17s.  10~d.  clearly  demon- 
ftrates  the  grounds  of  our  fears ;  it 
being  only  neceftary  to  ftate  thofe 
faCts°to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer, 

Ever  ready  as  the  court  of  Di¬ 
rectors  have  been  to  accommodate 
and  give  their  aftiftance  in  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  the  public,  they  muft  now 
exprefs  their  hopes  that  Mr.  Pitt 
will,  on  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
fo  arrange  his  plans  cf  finance,  as 


not  to  depend  upon  the  immediate 
advance  of  the  duties  on  land  and 
malt,  1796;  and  that  he  will  be 
pleated  to  provide  the  means  of  re- 
imburfement  to  the  Bank,  conform¬ 
ably  to  his  agreement,  of  the  mil¬ 
lion  on  account  of  the  Treafury 
bills,  and  the  one  million  one  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand,  part  of  the  advance 
on  the  product  of  the  confoiidated 
fund,  in  cafe  it  thall  not  have  been 
previoutly  paid ;  and  aifo  to  reim- 
burfe  the  remaining  1,400,0001.  on 
the  fame  produCt  in  January  or  Fe¬ 
bruary,  inftead  of  April. 

(No.  8.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer^  23 d  of  October,  1795. 

THE  Governor  mentioned  his 
having  heard  that  there  might  be 
annexed  to  the  enfuing  loan,  one 
of  1,400,0001.  for  the  Emperor  of 
Germany ;  and  ftated,  that  in  fuch 
a  cafe  it  would  be  highly  proper  for 
the  Bank  to  have  fame  intimation 
of  it,  that  they  might  adopt  fuch  ar¬ 
rangements  as  the  meafure  would 
render  abfolutely  neceftary.— The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  re¬ 
plied,  That  he  had  not  at  prefent 
the  moft  diftant  idea  of  it ;  though 
he  did  not  pledge  himfelf  that  on 
no  occafion  fuch  a  thing  might  hap¬ 
pen.  The  Governor  thanked  him 
for  his  anfwer,  which  he  told  Mr. 
Pitt  he  received  with  pleafure, 
thinking,  as  he  did,  that  another 
loan  of  that  fort  would  go  nigh  to 
ruin  the  country.  The  Governor 
alfo  acquainted  him  that  the-  drain 
of  cafh  continued,  and  was  likely  to 
do  fo  while  the  bills  from  abroad 
continued  to  be  drawn  on  the 
Treafury.  Mr,  Pitt  faid  they  might 
laft  two  months  longer,  but,  he  be¬ 
lieved,  not  beyond  that  time. 
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(No.  9.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  1 8ik  of  November,  1795. 

THE  Governor  informed  Mr. 
Pitt,  that  the  prefent  price  of  gold 
was  41.  2s.  per  ounce,  and  that  the 
daily  large  drains  of  fpecie  from  the 
Bank,  filled  the  minds  of  the  Di¬ 
rectors  with  ferious  apprehenfions ; 
and  that  in  the  prefent  fituation  of 
their  affairs,  he  muff  not  rely  on 
any  aids  from  them,  not  even  the 
vote  of  credit  and  fupply  bills. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  apologized  for  the  warrants 
that  were  defigned  to  be  applied  to 
the  reduction  of  the  amount  of  the 
Treafury  bills  paid  by  the  Bank, 
having,  from  the  moll  urgent  ne- 
ceflity,  been  otherwife  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  troops  going  a- 
broad.  With  refpeCt  to  the  mil¬ 
lion  which  he  had  promifed  fhould 
be  paid  in  the  courfe  of  this  month, 
in  farther  reduction  of  the  Treafury 
bills,  he  faid  his  intention  was  to 
take  out  that  fum  in  part  of  the  land 
and  malt  for  1796,  and  to  pay  it  on 
this  account,  having  no  other  means 
to  do  it  by.  The  Governor  then 
hinted  to  Mr.  Pitt  his  apprehen¬ 
fions  from  a  rumour  that  a  farther 
loan  to  the  Emperor  was  in  agita¬ 
tion,  notwithstanding  the  aflurances 
which  Mr.  Pitt  gave  him  feme  time 
back,  that  he  had  not  then  the 
moil:  diftant  idea  of  fuch  a  meafure. 
The  Chancellor  replied,  that  he 
then  had  not  fuch  a  thought,  from 
the  tardy  and  flow  operations  of 
the  Auftrians;  but  the  face  of 
things  having  fince  changed,  and 
the  Auflrian  army  having  been  of 
late  very  aCtive  and  fuccefsful,  he 
confeffed  it  was  his  opinion  that  a 
continuance  of  fuch  exertions  was 
th$  fur  eft  way  of  dihre  fling  the 
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French,  and  bringing  them  to  pros¬ 
per  terms  of  peace;  and  on  this 
ground  miniftry  now  had  it  in  con¬ 
templation  to  lei  the  Emperor  have 
another  loan,  not  exceeding  two 
millions,  trufting  that  it  might  be 
done  with  fafety,  and  on  the  con- 
liberation  that  the  fubfidies  of  about 
900,0001.  per  annum,  which  had 
been  paid  to  different  hates  in  Ger¬ 
many  for  troops,  would  ceafe ;  and 
alfo  the  bills  drawn  for  the  fupporfc 
of  our  army  on  the  continent, 
which  had  laffc  year  amounted  to 
near  three  millions  flerling :  befide, 
that  fhould  the  loan  take  place,  he 
had  no  objection  to  modify  the 
hated  times  for  the  remittance 
thereof,  fo  as  to  caufe  the  leaf!  bad 
effect  on  the  courfe  of  exchange. 
And  he  farther  added,  That  fhould 
the  fituation  of  the  Bank  be  fuch  as 
to  make  this  meafure  a  very  hazar¬ 
dous  one,  he  would,  in  compliance 
with  our  requefd,  overlook  every 
other  confederation,  and  abandon 
the  loan.  The  Governor  and  De¬ 
puty  Governor  then  told  Mr.  Pitt 
that  they  would  take  the  fenfe  of 
their  court  to-morrow  on  the  ad¬ 
vances  which  he  wiflied  to  have  on 
the  land  and  malt  of  1796,  and 
wait  upon  him  with  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  court  as  foon  as  it  fhould 
break  up. 

(No.  10.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 

chequer,  20  th  of  November ,  17  95. 

THE  court  of  Directors  having, 
on  a  confideration  of  the  advances 
propofed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  the  land  and  malt, 
1796,  refolved  fo  let  him  have  the 
fum  of  one  million,  under  the  re- 
fl ridtion  that  it  be  immediately  ap¬ 
plied  to  th@  difeharge  of  fo  much 
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of  the  Bank5s  advance  on  theTrea- 
fury  bills;  and  alfo  a  farther  ad¬ 
vance  of  500,0001.  for  his  prefent 
accommodation,  — ■  The  Governor 
and  Deputy  Governor  went,  as 
icon  as  the  court  was  over,  to  wait 
on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
to  acquaint  him  thereof.  Bui  at 
the  fame  time  the  Governor  men¬ 
tioned  (o  him,  that  it  was  the  ex¬ 
pectation  of  the  court  that  he  fliouid 
not  take  up  any  more  on  this  fund 
until  about  February  next,  and  then 
gradually,  as  the  advance  on  the 
former  year  would  be  coming  in. 
The  Governor  alfo  faid,  that  from 
the  prefent  fituation  of  matters  at 
the  Bank,  and  from  appearances 
for  the  future,  it  would  be  abfolute- 
ly  out  of  the  power  of  the  court  to 
make  the  advance,  which  had  been 
done  before,  of  2,500,0001.  on  the 
vote  of  credit  which  might  be  paff- 
cd  this  feffion;  and  he  felt  it  right 
to  announce  this  in  time  to  Mr.  Pitt 
before  the  loan,  that  he  might  make 
Inis  arrangements  accordingly  ; 
which  Mr.  Pitt  thanked  him  for  hav¬ 
ing  mentioned;  faid  he  fuppofed 
he  might  venture  to  iffue  about 
1,500,0001.  of  fuch  Exchequer  bills 
to  the  public;  and  that  he  muff 
provide  for  the  other  million  by  an 
addition  to  the  loan.  The  Gover¬ 
nor  then  repeated  to  Mr.  Pitt  the 
abfolute  determination  of  the  court 
to  have  the  advance  on  the  Trea- 
fury  bills  quite  cleared  off,  by  an 
early  payment  out  of  the  monies 
received  in  part  of  the  lo-an. 

(No.  11.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer^  \2th  of  December ,  1795. 

IN  confequence  of  a  meflage 
from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  the-  Governor  and  Deputy 


Governor  waited  upon  him  this 
day;  when  he  returned  to  them  the 
paper  which  contained  the  copy  of 
the  court’s  refolution  made  on  the 
3d  intrant. 

The  Governor  renewed  the  fub- 
ject  of  the  payment  of  the  Treafu- 
ry  bills  to  Mr.  Pitt,  which  amount 
now  to  2,670,0001:  but  Mr.  Pitt 
faid,  the  money  hitherto  received 
on  account  of  the  prefent  loan, 
fhould  be  applied  to  the  payment 
thereof,  and  a  farther  fum  out  of 
the  payments  in  full,  until  that  ad¬ 
vance  was  reduced  to  500,000k 

(No.  12.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  tie  Ex* 
chequer ,  8  th  of  J anuary ,  1796. 

THE  Governor  and  Deputy  Go¬ 
vernor  this  day  waited  on  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  by  his  de~ 
lire,  when  he  mentioned  to  them 
his  requeft  that  the  Bank  would  ac¬ 
commodate  him  with  an  advance  of 
500,0001.  which  he  wanted  for  the 
purpofe  of  paying  off  fums  due  to 
the  army  agents,  and  for  which  he 
would  pledge  Exchequer  bills  on 
the  land  and  malt  of  the  prefent 
year;  and  if  the  payments  made 
upon  the  loan  for  this  year  fhould 
amount  in  all  before  the  end  of  this 
month  to.  above  5,800,000k  the 
excefs  beyond  that  fum,  as  far  as 
500,0001.  fhould  be  employed  in  re¬ 
paying  the  Bank’s  advance  on  the 
Exchequer  bills  on  the  credit  of  the 
growing  produce  of  the  confolidat- 
ed  fund  for  the  fervice  of  the  iaft 
year.  The  Governor  told  Mr. 
Pitt  that  he  did  not  think  the  court 
would  objedb  to  fuch  an  advance, 
and  defired  him  to  write  an  official 
letter  in  time  to  be  laid  before  the 
next  court  for  that  purpofe. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  had  an  immedi¬ 
ate 
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ate  neceffity  for  200,0001.  which 
the  Governor  fald  he  might  take 

o 

up  dire&ly ;  not  doubting  that  it 
would  be  approved  of  by  the  court 
©f  Directors. 

(No.  13.) 

The  Governor's  Re/m  t,  and  Refolution  of 
the  Court  cf  Directors,  2  2>th  of  January, 
1796. 

THE  Governor  having  informed 
the  court  that  a  notice  was  brought 
this  morning  from  the  Treafury, 
that  certain  bills  drtiwn  on  the  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Treafury,  amount¬ 
ing  to  the  fum  of  201,0001.  would 
fall  due  on  Wednefday  the  3d  of 
February,  and  were  direded  for 
payment  at  the  Bank ;  and  that  the 
lum  now  in  advance  on  Treafury 
bills  is  1,137,0001. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the 
Governor  do  give  directions  to  the 
cafliiers  not  to  advance  any  money 
for  the  payment  of  thefe  bills,  nor 
to  difcharge  any  part  of  the  fame, 

unlefs  money  lhall  be  fent  down 
* 

for  the  purpofe;  in  which  cafe  fuch 
money  is  to  be  appropriated  exclu¬ 
sively  for  the  difcharge  of  thefe 
bills. 

Refolved,  That  the  Governor, 
Deputy  Governor,  and  a  deputa¬ 
tion  from  this  court,  do  wait  on 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
with  a  copy  of  the  above  refolution ; 
and  do  farther  refpedtfully  lay  be¬ 
fore  him  the  determination  of  the 
court  not  to  continue  anv  longer 
the  mode  of  advancing  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  Treafury  bills,  than  to 
fuch  time  as  Shall  be  fixed  on  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Deputation 
before  mentioned;  which  time  the 
court  hopes  will  not  be  fixed  for  a 
difiant  dav. 

d 


(No.  14.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancell&r  f  the  Ex* 
cheque r,  29  th  of  January,  1796. 

TEIE  Governor  and  Deputy  Go¬ 
vernor,  with  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr, 
Bofanquet,  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt  this 
day  with  the  refolution  of  the  court, 
as  Bated  in  the  foregoing  minute. 
He  dwelt  much  on  the  inconve¬ 
nience  which  it  would  put  him  to 
to  comply  with  it ;  but  after  feme 
converfation,  laid  he  would  arrange 
his  affairs,  fo  as  to  provide  the  mo¬ 
ney  in  time  for  the  payment  of  the 
Treafury  bills  due  on  the  3d  of 
February,  by  applying  to  that  pur¬ 
pofe  money  which  he  had  deftined 
for  other  fervices. 

As  to  fixing  a  period  when  the 
payment  of  the  Treafury  bills  final! 
no  longer  be  referred  to  the  Bank, 
Mr.  Pitt  declared  himfelf  unable  to 
fettle  that  at  fuch  a  Short  notice  9 
but  that  he  would  look  into  the  Si¬ 
tuation  of  his  payments,  and  endea¬ 
vour  to  form  fuch  a  plan  as  feon  as 
pollible;  and  hoped  to  be  able  to 
conclude  it  by  Friday  the  5th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  when  he  would  expert  to 
fee  the  Deputation  again. 

(No.  15.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 

chequer ,  5th  of  February ,  1796. 

THE  Governor,  Deputy  Go¬ 
vernor,  Mr.  Peters,  and  Mr.  Bo- 
fanquet,  this  day  waited  upon  Mr. 
Pitt  again,  according  to  appoint¬ 
ment,  to  hear  his  determination 
about  the  latter  part  of  the  court’s 
refolution,  on  the  28th  ult.  as  to 
fixing  a  time  when  the  prefent 
mode  of  paying  the  treafury  bills 
in  advance  fhould  be  brought  to  a 
period.  Mr.  Pitt,  after  much  con- 

verfatipn 
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verfation  on  the  fubjecft,  faid,  That 
meafures  were  now  taking  for  a 
payment  of  500,0001.  more  on  this 
account,  to  the  Bank,  which  would 
reduce  their  advance  on  this  fcore 
to  under  200,0001. ;  but  that  as 
matterswere  lituated,  he  could  not 
forefee  a  poflibility  of  paying  the 
remainder,  and  quite  ftnifliing  the 
account,  till  May  or  June  next ; 
for  that  as  fome  part  of  our  cavalry 
had  not  been  brought  home  from 
Germany,  there  mu  ft  ftill  be  fome 
monies  drawn  for  their  charges ; 
but  he  did  not  think  it  could  amount 
to  above  300,0001.  more  in  the 
whole.  Mr.  Pitt,  however,  faid,  he 
would  digeft  his  ideas  on  this  fub- 
jeft  more  particularly,  and  fend  a 
letter  with  a  propofal  to  the  Bank- 
court  againft  next  Thurfday. 

Mr.  Pitt  dwelt  much  on  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  fome  farther  fupport  to 
be  given  to  the  Emperor,  to  enable 
him  to  continue  his  efforts  againft 
the  French,  as  the  moft  probable 
means  of  bringing  the  war  to  an 
end;  but  knowing  the  fentiments 
of  the  Diredfors  of  the  Bank  to  be 
againft  any  fuch  affiftance  in  mo¬ 
ney,  he  promifed  that  he  would  not 
commit  himfelf  to  any  engagement 
for  a  farther  loan  to  the  Emperor, 
without  a  previous  communication 
on  the  fubjebt  with  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Bank. 

Mr.  Pitt  read  fome  extracts  of 
letters  from  the  Britifh  refident  and 
others  at  Hamburgh,  which  men¬ 
tioned  that  large  quantities  of  Eng¬ 
lish  guineas  were  imported  thither 
by  the  packets  from  Yarmouth ; 
and  one  mentioned  that  the  guineas 
were  melted  down  on  arrival  there. 
Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  attention  ftiould 
be  paid  to  this  circumftance  at  the 
ports  from  which  the  packets 
failed. 


(No.  16.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex<* 
chequer ,  12 th  of  February ,  1796. 

THE  Governor  told  Mr.  Pitt, 
That  the  court  had  received  his  let¬ 
ter  of  the  1 1th  inftant,  and  would 
comply  with  his  defire  of  continu¬ 
ing  to  pay  the  Treafury  bills  as  ufual 
till  May,  when  he  hoped  it  would 
be  totally  done  away ;  and  that  he 
might  look  to  a  temporary  accom¬ 
modation  of  500,0001.  in  the  inter¬ 
val  ;  but  abfolutely  required,  that 
it  ftiould  never  exceed  that  fum. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  That  as  far  as  lay 
in  his  power,  it  fhould  not  exceed 
it ;  but  that  demands  did  arife  oc- 
caftonally  which  he  could  not  fore¬ 
fee,  but  which  the  public  fervice 
required  to  be  provided  for ;  and 
if  the  money  from  the  loan  did  not 
flow  in  fall  enough,  he  might  be 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  for  tem¬ 
porary  affiftance  to  the  Bank  ;  and 
that  it  lay  with  the  court  of  Direc¬ 
tors  to  judge  whether  they  chofe 
to  accommodate  the  public  or  not. 

(No.  17.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer ,  Wth  of  April,  1796. 

THE  Governor  and  Deputy  Go¬ 
vernor  this  day  waited  on  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  at  his  de- 
ftre  ;  when  he  informed  them,  that 
he  meant  to  propofe  in  parliament 
a  farther  loan  of  about  fix  millions 
and  a  half,  in  order  to  fund  the  four 
millions  of  Exchequer  bills,  which 
the  Bank  holds  on  the  fupply  and 
vote  of  credit  of  1795  ;  two  milli¬ 
ons  of  Exchequer  bills  which  have 
ifiued  to.  the  public,  and  about  half 
a  million,  the  amount  of  navy  bills 
held  by  the  Bank,  due  in  the  months 
when  he  means  to  fund  them,  but 

which 
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which  the  Governor  had  informed 
Mr.  Pitt  that  the  Bank  chofe  to 
have  the  payment  of.  Mr.  Pitt 
faid,  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  bring 
this  matter  before  the  Houfe  on 
Monday  next,  the  13th  inftant; 
and  would  defire  the  Governor  and 
Deputy  Governor  to  come,  fome 
day  this  week^  to  a  previous  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  parties  who  were  to  be 
concerned  in  this  bulinefs. 

(No.  18.) 

'The  Governor'’ s  Report  and  Refolution  f 
the  Court  of  Directors^  \9th  of  May, 
1796. 

THE  Governor  having  inform¬ 
ed  the  court,  That  the  prefent  ad¬ 
vance  on  Treafury  bills  of  exchange 
is  835,0001.  beyond  which  there  is 
s.  notice  now  lying  in  the  Houfe  of 
a  farther  fum  of  about  2OQ.O0O1. 
which  will  fhortly  become  due ;  and 
that  anotice  was  brought  on  Monday 
lafl  from  the  Treafury,  containing  a 
Kft  of  bills  drawn  on  the  com- 
tnifligners  to  the  fum  of  900,0001. 
more,  of  which  the  principal 
part  would  fall  due  on  the  '29th  in- 
ftant,  which  were  directed  for  pay- 
mentatthe  Bank, — the  courtrefolv- 
ed,  That  a  representation  in  writing 
fhould  be  made  to  the  Chancellor 
«f  the  Exchequer  on  the  fubjeCh 

(No.  19.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  24///  of  May,  1796. 

IN  confequence  of  an  appoint¬ 
ment  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  the  Governor  and  De¬ 
puty  Governor  waited  upon  him 
this  day,  with  a  view  to  lay  before 
him  the  refolution  entered  into  by 
the  court  on  the  19th  infant ;  but 
they  found  him  fo  Imprefled  with 
the  neceflity  of  providing  the  funds 
to  pay  off  the  Treafury  bills  for 
Vol.  XXXIX. 
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900,0001.  and  that  he  had  formed 
his  plan  for  the  liquidation  thereof, 
that  they  thought  it  prudent  to. 
withhold  the  refolution  from  him. 

Mr.  Pitt  explained  his  meafure 
in  the  following  letter  to  the  Go* 

o 

vernor  and  Deputy  Governor, 
which  he  wrote  while  they  were 
with  him,  viz. 

Downipg-freef,  25th  May ,  1796* 
Gentlemen, 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you, 
for  the  information  of  your  court, 
that  a  warrant  is  directed  for  the 
blue  of  900,0001.  for  the  payment 
of  the  bills  to  become  due  to  that 
amount  in  the  couffe  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  week.  I  muft  at  the  fame 
time  defire  you  to  reqneft  of  the 
court,  in  confequence  of  the  pref* 
fure  arifing  from  this  unexpected 
payment,  that  they  will  accommo¬ 
date  government  by  advancing  a 
fum  of  200,0001.  to  the  account  of 
the  Paymafter  General,  to  be  repaid 
out  of  the  calh  to  be  received  oa 
the  next  payment  of  the  loan  of 
7,500,0001 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  Wm,  Pitt. 

Governor  and  Deputy  Governor 
of  the  Bank . 

The  Governor  afterwards  men¬ 
tioned  in  converfation  the  defire  of 
the  court  to  have  the  new  arrange¬ 
ments  made  which  fhould  eafe  the 
Bank  from  the  payment  of  the 
Treafury  bills.  The  promife  to 
which  point  Mr.  Pitt  acknowledged 
to  have  made ;  but  being  excCllively 
hurried  with  a  variety  of  bulinefs, 
and  about  to  fet  off  to  attend  the 
eleClion  at  Cambridge,  he  delired 
leave  to  defer  this  objeCt  until 
fome  time  next  week,  after  his 
return,  when  he  would  refume  it. 

I  (No.  20.) 
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(No.  20.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  ^  1 4 th  of  J une,  1 7  96'. 

THE  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  this  day  waited  on  Mr. 
Ktt  with  a  ffatement  of  the  Trea¬ 
fury  bills  paid  by  the  Bank,  which 
advance  now  to  the  fum  of 

£,.1,002,555  6  4 

and  of  bills  already  x 

advifed,  but  not  230,093  16  1 
yet  due  -  J 


L.  1,232,64 9  2  5 

and  requeued  that  fpeedy  meafures 
might  be  taken  to  pay  off  the  fame. 
—Mr.  Pitt  told  them,  That  he  had 
made  arrangements  to  pay  off  the 
200,0001.  which  he  had  borrowed 
(as  bv  his  letter  of  the  25th  of  May, 
copied  in  the  private  minute  book 
of  the  court)  and  alfo  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  800,0001.  out  of  the  mo¬ 
nies  received  on  the  laft  loan,  for 
which  he  would  take  up  Exchequer 
bills  to  that  amount  on  the  vote  of 
<rredit  of  1795  ;  and,  in  confequence 
of  thefe  payments,  he  hoped  the 
Bank  would  have  patience  to  wait 
for  the  difcharge  of  the  advance  on 
the  Treafury  bills  above  mentioned 
until  the  quarter  ending  the  5th  of 
July,  of  the  confolidated  fund ; 
when  the  furplus  thereof  fliould  be 
applied  to  thatpurpofe — Which  the 
Governor  faid  he  fliould  refer  to 
the  court  for  their  opinion. 

(No.  21.) 

Cfy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer ,  and  Refolution  of  the  Court 
*f  Directors,  21  of  July,  1796. 

Dimming  -  flreet , 

Wednefday,  20  th  of  July,  1796. 

Gentlemen, 

AS  the  preffure  of  demands  for 
the  public  fervice,  at  the  prefect 


moment,  prevents  the  payment  in 
cafn  of  the  fum  advanced  by  the- 
Bank  on  Treafury  bills,  I  fliould 
confider  it  as  a  great  accommoda¬ 
tion  if  the  court  would  accept  of 
Exchequer  bills  on  the  vote  of  cre¬ 
dit,  to  the  amount  of  the  fum  now 
due  beyond  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.  I  would  alfo  beg  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  you  to  propofe  to  the  court, 
in  order  to  guard  againft  any  far¬ 
ther  excefs  on  that  point,  that  any 
farther  fums  to  be  advanced  for 
Treafury  bills  fhould  be  paid  in  Ex¬ 
chequer  bills,  on  the  credit  of  the' 
confolidated  fund,  at  the  end  of 
each  month.  I  am  alfo  under  the 
indifpenfable  neceflity  of  expreff- 
ing  my  earned  hope,  that  the  court 
will  be  induced  to  make  a  prefent 
advance  of  eight  hundred  thouland 
pounds,  on  the  credit  of  the  con¬ 
folidated  fund,  which  will  enable 
me  to  make  provifion  for  the  pre¬ 
fent  demands,  and  to  pay  immedi¬ 
ately  the  four  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  lately  advanced  by  the 
Bank,  and  the  Navy  bills  now  due. 
I  fliall  alfo  be  obliged  to  requeff  a 
farther  advance  of  the  like  fum  of 
eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  on 
the  fame  fecurity,  towards  the  end 
of  the  month  of  Augnft.  It  gives 
me  much  concern  to  be  obliged  to 
apply  for  an  accommodation  to  fo 
large  an  extent ;  but  I  cannot  too 
ftrongly  reprefent  how  neceffary  it 
is  for  the  public  fervice  :  and  I  truft 
the  very  large  repayments  which 
are  fecured  to  the  Bank  in  the  courfe 
of  the  prefent  year,  will  admit  of 
their  making  thefe  temporary  ad¬ 
vances  at  a  period  when  they  are 
peculiarly  important. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

(Signed)  Wm.  Pitt. 
Governor  and  Deputy  Gover  nor 
of  the  Bank. 

P.  S.  Iii  cafe  tlnj  Bank  fhould 

find 


THE  CHRONICLE. 


find  it  neceffary  (which  I  hope  will 
not  be  the  cafe)  to  difpofe  of  any 
cf  the  Exchequer  bills  on  the  vote 
of  credit,  before  provifion  is  made 
for  their  difcharge,  and  any  lofs 
fhould  arife  from  their  being  at  a 
difcount  in  the  market,  i  fhould  of 
courfe  propofe  that  fuch  a  lofs 
fhould  be  made  good  by  the  pub¬ 
lic. 

After  a  debate  on  the  fubjedl  of 
this  letter,  the  court  came  to  the 
following  refolution  thereon 


Refolved,  That  this  court  do 
content  to  receive  payment  for  the 
amount  of  advances  on  the  Trea¬ 
sury  bills  which  have  been  and 
fhall  be  paid  before  the  firth  of  Ali¬ 
gn  ft,  beyond  the  fum  of  500,0001. 
and  which  will  be  867,7001.  in  Ex¬ 
chequer  bills,  iftiied  on  the  vote  of 
credit  of  the  prefent  year,  under 
the  fhipulation  of  indemnity  from 
lofs  on  the  fale  propofed  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  to  wave  their  claim  of  re¬ 
payment  of  the  500,0001.  till  the 
meeting  of  parliament;  when  the 
court  will  expecf  that  this  mode  of 
paying  Treafury  bills  fhall  be  totally 
done  away. 

Refolved,  That  the  court  do  not 
Confent  to  advance  any  more  mo¬ 
ney  for  the  payment  of  fuch  bills 
which  fall  due  after  the  firfl  of  Au- 
guft. 

Refolved,  That  the  court  do 
confent  to  the  other  part  of  the 
letter,  —  To  advance  the  fum  of 
800,0001.  on  the  credit  of  Exchequer 
bills  on  the  confolidated  fund,  on 
condition  of  being  paid  off  the 
400,0001.  lately  advanced  to  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  Navy  bills  due  and 
coming  due  ;  but  they  do  not  con¬ 
fent  to  advance  the  fecond  fum  of 
800,0001.  in  the  month  of  Auguft. 

The  Governor,  Deputy  G  over- 
pi  or,  with  Mr.  Darefl  and  Mr.  Sa« 


IS* 

muel  Thornton,  were  defired  by 
the  court  to  carry  up  thefe  refolu- 
tions  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x^  . 
chequer ;  which  they  did  as  foon 
as  the  court  broke  up^  and  being 
admitted,  they  gave  a  copy  of  the 
refolutions  to  Mr.  Pitt,  who,  having 
read  them  attentively  over,  faid, 

44  He  was  obliged  to  the  court  for 
44  what  they  did  grant,  which  he 
44  fhould  acceptof ;  but  added,  that 
44  it  would  be  of  no  material  ufe, 

44  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of 
44  the  nation,  unlefs  the  other  re- 
44  quifitions  which  he  had  made 
44  were  complied  with.  That  he 
44  mu  ft  refer  the  affair  again  in  a 
44  more  pointed  manner  to  the  re- 
44  conftderation  of  the  court,  which, 

44  he  would  do  in  a  letter  to  be  fent 
44  to  the  Bank  next  Tuefday  morn- 
44  ing,  for  the  previous  deliberation 
44  of  the  Committee ;  and  that  he  .. 
44  would  be  glad  to  fee  the  Cover- 
44  nor  and  Deputy  Governor  again 
44  before  the  next  court  fhould 
44  meet.’5 

(No.  22.) 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer ,  and  Refolution  of  the  Court 
of  Dire  dors ,  2  8th  f July,  1796. 

Dosjcning-fireet ,  Wednef day,  July  21 1 la 
Gentlemen, 

AFTER  attentively  conndering 

J  u> 

the  refolutions  of  your  court,  which 
I  received  from  you  on  Thurfday 
laft,  I  feel  it  an  indifpenfable  duty, 
however  unwilling  I  am  to  urge 
any  requeft  which  appears  to  them 
liable  to  any  difficulty  or  objection, 
to  reprefent  to  you,  in  the  moft 
earned  manner,  that  it  will  be  im- 
poflible  to  avoid  the  moft  ferious 
and  diftreffmg  embarraffments  to 
the  public  fervice,  unlefs  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  accommodation,  which 
I  2  has 
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has  been  already  agreed  to  for  the 
prefent  month,  the  court  can  con* 
lent  to  advance  the  fecond  fum  of 
800,0001.  in  the  month  of  Auguft, 
and  can  alfo  make  provifion  for  the 
payment  6f  fuch  farther  Treafury 
Dills  as  may  fall  due  in  the  next 
month,  or  as  may  be  drawn  pay* 
able  in  September  and  October. 
With  refpedt  to  thofe  for  the  two 
latter  months,  as  none  fuch  have 
been  accepted,  I  tliould  hope 
an  arrangement  may  be  made  for 
accepting  them,  payable  at  a  period 
fubfequcnt  to  October  ;  by  which 
means  the  inconvenience  of  the 
advance  may  poftibly  be  in  a  great 
degree  obviated.  I  mult  requeft 
ypu  to  take  the  firft  opportunity 
of  laying  this  application  before 
your  court,  and  to  Hate  to  them, 
that  objects  of  the  utmoft  import¬ 
ance  to  the  public  are  involved  in 
their  determination  upon  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 
(Signed)  Wm.  Pitt. 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor 
of  the  Bank. 

Refolved,  That  this  court  do 
agree  to  advance,  for  the  fervice 
ef  the  public,  the  fum  of  800,0001. 
towards  the  end  of  the  month  of 
Auguft,  on  the  fecurity  of  Exche¬ 
quer  bills  to  be  i filled  under  the 
a6t  of  parliament  on  the  furplus  of 
the  confolidated  fund ;  and  that 
fuch  Treafury  bills  as  have  been  ac¬ 
cepted  and  lhaJ.1  fall  due  during  the 
month  of  Auguft,  be  likewife  dif- 
charged  on  a  depofit  of  like  Ex¬ 
chequer  bills,  ta  be  ifiued  on  the 
confolidated  fund  to  an  equal 
amount ;  which  bills  have  been 
flaked  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  to  be  nearly  about  the  fmn 

of  Ago, cool. 
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That  this  court  do  not  engage  to 
advance  for  any  fum  of  Treafury 
bills  which  may  be  drawn,  and  fhall 
fall  due  after  the  month  of  Auguft. 

That  this  court  do  expedt  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
will  give  a  promife  that  a  new  mode 
of  paying  the  T reafury  bills  fhall  be 
adopted  immediately  on  the  meet* 
ing  of  parliament,  as  this  court  will 
not  continue  the  mode  of  difcharg- 
ing  them  any  longer. 

Refolved,  That  the  court,  hav¬ 
ing  granted  this  accommodation 
with  great  reludtance,  and  con¬ 
trary  to  their  wifhes,  the  Governor 
be  defired  to  prefent  to  Mr.  Pitt  a 
copy  of  the  follov/ing  memorial; 
and  requeft  of  him,  that,  for  the 
j  unification  of  the  court  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  the  fame  rnay  be  laid  before 
his  Majefty’s  cabinet 

u  The  court  of  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  fully  fenfible  of 
the  alarming  and  dangerous  iitua- 
tion  of  the  public  credit  of  this 
kingdom,  and  deeply  imprefied  with 
the  communication  lately  made  to 
them  by  the  Right  Honourable 
William  Pitt,  both  by  letter  and  in 
a  conference  with  the  Governor 
and  Deputy  Governor,  are  very 
willing  and  defirous  to  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  fupport  the 
national  credit,  and  to  enable  his 
Majefty’s  minifters  to  carry  on  the 
public  fervice ;  but  ip  complying 
with  the  requeft  made  to  them  by 
the  Right  Honourable  William 
Pitt,  in  his  letter  of  the  27  th  jn- 
ftant,  they  think  that  they  fhould 
be  wanting  in  their  duty  to  their 
proprietors  and  to  the  public,  if 
that  compliance  was  not  accom¬ 
panied  with  the  following  moft 
ferious  and  folemn  remonftrance; 
which,  for  the  juftific&Uon  of  their 

courty 
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court,  they  defire  may  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  his  Majefty’s  cabinet. 

“  They  beg  leave  to  declare, 
that  nothing  could  induce  them, 
under  the  prefent  circumftances, 
to  comply  with  the  demand  now 
made  upon  them,  but  the  dread 
that  their  refufal  might  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  a  greater  evil ;  and  nothing 
but  the  extreme  prefture  and  exi¬ 
gency  of  the  cafe  can  in  any  ftiape 
juftify  them  for  acceding  to  this 
meafure ;  and  they  apprehend,  that 
in  fo  doing,  they  render  themfelves 
totally  incapable  of  granting  any 
farther  affiftance  to  Government 
during  the  remainder  of  this  year, 
and  unable  even  to  make  the  ufual 
advances  on  the  land  and  malt  for 
the  enfuing  year,  fhould  thofe  bills 
be  paTed  before  Chriftmas. 

il  They  likewife  cpnfent  to  this 
meafure,  in  a  firm  reliance  that  the 
repeated  promifes  fo  frequently 
made  to  them,  that  the  advances 
on  theTreafury  bills  fhould  be  com¬ 
pletely  done;  away,  may  be  actually 
fulfilled  at  the  next  meeting  of 
parliament,  and  the  neceffary  ar¬ 
rangements  taken  to  prevent  the 
fame  from  ever  happening  again, 
as  they  conceive  it  to  be  an  uncon- 
ftitutional  mode  of  railing  money, 
what  they  are  not  warranted  by 
their  charter  to  confent  to,  and  an 
advance  always  extremely  incon¬ 
venient  to  themfelves.” 

(No.  23.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer^  $th  of  Auguf ,  1796. 

SOME  lifts  of  Treafury  bills  ac¬ 
cepted,  payable  at  the  Bank,  of 
which  about  37,0001.  fall  due  in 
September  and  Odtober,  being 
brought  down  to  the  Bank,  the 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor 
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this  day  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt,  to 
mention  this  matter  to  him ;  and 
to  remind  him  that  the  court  had 
refolved  not  to  pay  any  bills  ort 
the  Treafury  due  in  thofe  months, 
unlefs  provision  was  made  for  the 
fame  by  the  Treafury.  Mr.  Pitt 
thanked  them  for  the  attention, 
and  told  them,  that  it  was  meant 
to  prepare  money  at  the  Bank  for 
the  diicharge  of  thofe  bills. 

(No.  24.) 

Ac  a  Court  of  Directors  at  the  Bank)  on 
Thurfday  the  ?>d of  November ,  1796. 

The  follcnuing  Letter  from  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer ,  addrejfed  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor1  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank 
of  England ,  having  been  read ,  viz . 

“ Downing  freet ,  Nov.  3 dp  1796. 

il  Gentlemen, 

u  1  HAVE  to  requeft  you  to  re- 
prefent  to  your  court,  that  it  will 
contribute  elfentially  to  the  public 
fervice,  if  they  think  proper,  to 
advance  the  amount  (as  it  may  be 
Wanted)  of  Exchequer  bills  ufually 
raifed  on  the  land  and  malt  $  and 
that  I  fhall,  in  that  cafe,  be  enabled 
to  make  provilion  for  the  payment 
of  the  balance  now  due  on  Treafury 
bills,  at  fuch  time  and  in  fuch  pro- 
portions  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by 
them. 

'  u  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
u  Gentlemen, 

,{  Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 
(Signed)  ■  “  Wm.  Pitt.”; 

Refolved,-  That  the  Lords  of  the 
T reafury  be  accommodated  with  the 
fum  of  2,750,0001.  on  the  land  and 
malt  taxes  1797,  on  the  following 
conditions —  That  the  film  of 
1,513,3451  19s.  7d.  already  ad¬ 

vanced  by  the  Bank  on  Treafury 
bills  of  exchange,  be  paid  there¬ 
out  ;  and  that  all  the  Treafury  bills 
I  3  '  ‘  directed 
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dire&ad  to  be  paid  at  the  Bank, 
which  ftiall  fall  due  in  the  months 
of  November  and  December,  Ihall 
be  difcharged  and  fatisfied  by  mo¬ 
ney  to  be  fent  down  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  ;  and  that  from  the  firft  day  of 
January,  1797,  provilion  fhall  be 
made,  on  notice  that  bills  have  been 
accepted  to  the  amount  of  100,0001. 
that  money  or  Exchequer  bills  to 
that  amount  fhall  be  ifliied  to  the 
Bank  three  days  before  the  whole 
fum  becomes  due.  The  Governor 
was  defired  to  inform  the  Chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  Exchequer  with  the 
above  refoiution,  and  at  the  fame 
time  mention  to  him,  that  the  court 
intended  to  adhere  ftricllv  to  thefe 

J 

terms,  and  hoped  he  would  give 
, directions  that  no  alteration  fhould 
take  place  reflecting  them. 

(No.  25.) 

Interview  'with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex' 

chequer ,  \fi  of  February,  1797. 

THE  Governor  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernor  yefterdav  waited  upon  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to 
reprefent  to  him  how  uneafy  the 
court  were  at  their  large  advances 
for  government,  and  efpecially  on 
the  Treafury  bills  paid,  which  now 
amounted  to  1,554,6351.  and  would 
in  a  few  days  be  augmented  to 
1,819,8181;  and  required  that  fame 
effective  meafure  fhould  be  imme¬ 
diately  taken  for  the  payment  of 
the  whole  of  this  fum,  as  had  been 
fo  ferioufly  promifed  them  fliould 
be  done,  at  the  opening  of  this 
year. 

Mr.  Pitt  acknowledged  his  inten¬ 
tions  and  with  to  have  done  it ; 
but  laid,  that  he  had  been  prevent¬ 
ed  by  the  very  prefling  calls  for 
various  other  fervices.  He  faid, 
however,  he  would  confider  over 


his  payments  and  refources,  and 
would  endeavour  to  form  fome 
plan  for  the  repayment  of  the 
Treafury  bills  again  ft  the  next  day, 
when  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  were  to  wait  upon  him 
again  about  buflnefs  of  the  national 
flock.  Accordingly,  this  day  Mr. 
Pitt  refumed  the  fubjebt,  and  faid, 
that  he  was  endeavouring  to  fell 
Exchequer  bills ;  out  of  which  he 
hoped  to  be  able  to  pay  about 
300,000b  atprefent ;  which  the  Go¬ 
vernor  wifhed  him  to  do,  thaf  the 
Bank  might  be  provided  for  the 
bills  now  failing  due.  Mr.  Pitt 
faid,  as  to  future  payment,  he  be¬ 
lieved  he  could  propefe  to  pay 
every  week  about  150,0001.  or  in 
that  proportion,  until  the  whole 
fum,  now  due,  was  paid  off.  Mr. 
Pitt,  however,  hinted  in  converfa- 
tion,  that  another  large  fum  of  bills 
had  appeared  from  St.  Domingo. 
The  Governor  begged  he  would 
give  an  idea  to  what  amount  they 
were.  Pie  faid,  about  700,0001; 
on  which  the  Governor  ex- 
preffed  great  apprehenfion  about 
fuch  an  addition  to  the  prefent  ad¬ 
vance  ;  and  begged  of  Mr.  Pitt  to 
put  off  the  acceptance  of  thefe  frefh 
bills,  or  at  leaft  to  protrafl  the  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  them,  to  a  term  of  two 
months  beyond  their  tenor ;  which, 
he  faid,  he  would  coniider  about, 
and  take  his  refoiution. 

The  Governor  then  defired  Mr. 
Pitt  to  write  a  letter  officially  to 
him,  and  he  would  lav  it  before  the 
court,  and  take  their  refoiutions 
upon  it.  Mr.  Pitt  then  hinted  that 
he  fhould  want  fome  monev  to 

j 

fend  to  Ireland  ;  that  he  had  been 
applied  to  for  a  large  fum,  but  that 
200,0001.  in  fpecie  would  be  necef- 
farv.  The  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  told  him,  that,  any  far¬ 
ther  drain  of  cafli  from  the  Bank 

would} 
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would,  in  thefe  limes,  be  very  dan¬ 
gerous,  as  they  acknowledged  that 
the  cafh  had  been  very  materially 
leffened  of  late,  and  they  therefore 
begged  of  him  to  try  if  100,0001. 
would  not  be  fufficient, 

(No.  26.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer. ,  3d  of  February,  1797. 

THE  Governor  and  Deputy  Go¬ 
vernor  this  day  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt, 
to  mention  to  him  that  his  letter, 
which  contained  the  engagement  to 
liquidate  the  prefent  advance  on 
Treafury  bills,  was  yefterday  laid 
before  the  court ;  who,  after  a  long 
debate  on  the  fubjedt,  had  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  plan  as  propofed  by  him  ; 
but  that,  by  the  direction  of  the 
court,  they  recommended  a  punc¬ 
tual  performance  of  the  payments 
promifed  —  Which  Mr.  Pitt  faid 
fhould  certainly  be  obferved  ;  and 
that  he  had  hopes  of  being  able  to 

i 
[ 

Arrears  of  advance  on  land  and 
Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Exchequer  bills  on  vote  of  credit 
Ditto  on  confolidated  fund  1796 
Treafury  bills  paid 

Befides  arrears  of  intereft,  Sec. 


ay  it  off,  even  quicker  thai^  he 
ad  propofed. 

(No.  27.) 

Rcfolutlon  of  the  Court  of  Dir eflors,  ancl 
■  Deputation' s  Interview  with  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  1  Oth  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  1797. 

THE  Committee  met  this  day, 
and  taking  into  their  molt  ferious 
confideration  the,  certainty,  whicl| 
now  threatens  us,  that  Mr.  Pitt  will 
be  obliged  to  bring  forward  here  a 
loan  for  Ireland,  to  the  amount 
of  1,500,0001.  and  the  evils  which 
will  probably  follow  on  fuch  a 
meafure  to  this  houfe,  by  the  fend* 
ing  over  to  that  country  a  great 
part  of  the  fum  in  fpecie, — they 
refolved  to  atk  of  Mr.  Pitt,  a  con* 
fiderable  reduction  of  the  Bank’s 
prefent  advances  to  government, 
to  be  raifed,  as  he  hinted,  by  a  new 
loan :  and  they  made  out  a  hate* 
ment  for  that  purpofe  to  be  pre- 
fented  to  him,  which  was  as  follows  5 


L. 

malt  1794  *  337,000 

1795  -  491,000 

1796  -  2,392,000 

968,800 

1,323,000 
1,674,645 


L.  7,186,445 
400,000 


They  defired  that  a  deputation 
of  the  Governor,  Deputy  Gover¬ 
nor,  Mr.  Bofanquet,  and  Mr.  S. 
Thornton,  would  go  up  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  requeft  that,  if  the  Irifh  loan 
rauft  take  place,  he  would  under¬ 
take  firft  to  arrange  the  repayment 
of  the  above  fum  to  the  Bank,  as 
the  only  means  which  the  Com¬ 
mittee  can  propofe  for  the  defence 


of  the  Bank  againft  the  mifehiefs 
they  dread  from  the  Irifh  loan. 

And  the  Committee  alfo  defired, 
that,  if  neceffary,  a  Special  Court 
of  Directors  might  be  fummoned 
to  meet,  on  this  bufinefs,  on  Mon¬ 
day  next,  at  twelve  o’clock,  that 
the  bufinefs  may  be  brought  before 
the  court. 

In  cofequence  of  the  above  re- 
1 4  fohiticm* 
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fclution,  the  Governor,  and  other 
gentlemen  deputed,  went  to  Mr. 
Pitt,  tliewed  him  the  ftatement  of 
the  Bank’s  demands  on  govern¬ 
ment  ;  which  they  wifhed  to  have 
paid  off,  or  fo  arranged  before  the 
Jettlement  of  the  Xrifh  loan.  Mr. 
Pitt,  on  t^e  article  of  .  the  Treafury 
bills,  faid,  that  he  had  already  laid 
his  plan  for  the  difcharge  of  that  ar¬ 
ticle,  which  he  meant  to  adhere  to, 
and  that  therefore  this  article  might 
be  left  out  of  the  prefent  agree¬ 
ment;  and  that  he  would  lay  his 
plan  for  the  liquidation  of  the  reft, 
by  an  addition  to  the  late  voluntary 
lean,  or  by  fame  other  meafure  as 
might  be  moft  forcible.  The  De¬ 
putation  preffed  on  him  the  necef- 
fity  of  attending,  in  his  plans,  to 
the  point  of  making  the  payments 
to  the  Bank  precede  thofe  which 
might  be  fixed  for  the  Irifh  loan. 
They  alfo  informed  him  of  their  in¬ 
tention  to  call  a  fpecial  court  of  Di- 
redtors,  to  impart  their  bufinefs  to 
them,  which  might  be  held  on  Mon¬ 
day  or  Tuefday  next,  as  might  beft 
fiiit  Mr.  Pitt.  He  begged  it  might 
be  called  on  Monday,  as  he  faid  that 
Mr.  Pelham,  the  fecretary  of  ftate 
for  Ireland,  had  been  here  fome 
days  on  this  bufinefs  j  and  that  it 
was  of  the  utmoft  confequence  that 
the  matter  fliould  be  fixed,  and  ad¬ 
vice  fent  over  to  that  country  of  it 
as  foon  as  poflible.  On  which  the 
Governor  told  Mr.  Pitt,  that  a  court 
of  Directors  fliould  be  fummoned 
for  Monday ;  and  requefted,  that 
he  would  furnifh  him  with  a  letter, 
explanatory  of  the  bufinefs,  to  be 
laid  before  the  court  •  which  Mr. 
Pitt  promifed  fhould  be  fent  to  the 
Bank  either  to-morrow  or  on  Sun¬ 
day. 

(No.  28.) 

Letter  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 


quer,  and  Q [unions  of  the  Court  of  Din 

redtors. 

Downing- ftreet,  1 5  th  February ,  1797, 
Gentlemen, 

SIN  CD  our  laft  converfation  I 
have  turned  my  attention  to  an  idea, 
which  has  been  fuggefted  to  me,  pf 
railing  the  money  wanted  for  Ire¬ 
land  as  part  of  one  loan,  together  with 
that  which  may  be  requifite  here, 
and  of  leaving  the  time  and  mode 
of  remittance  to  be  fettled  between 
the  Englifh  and  Jrifh  governments, 
according  to  circumftances.  Such 
a  meafure  might  poffibly  prevent 
fome  inconvenience,  which  would 
arife  from  there  being  other  wife 
two  loans  on  the  market  at  the  fame 
time,  and  might  alfo  give  better 
means  of  regulating  the  remittance 
in  the  manner  lead:  inconvenient. 
It  would  at  the  fame  time  hardly 
fail  to  be  acceptable  to  Ireland,  as 
it  would  probably  procure  money 
for  them  at  a  much  cheaper  ra(e 
than  they  could  otherwife  borrow 
it.  I  have  to  requeft  the  favour  of 
you  to  learn  the  fentiments  of  your 
court  on  this  point,  and  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  me  the  refult. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Pitt, 
Governor  and  Dejiuty  Governor 
of  the  Bank. 

.After  a  debate  on  the  fubjefl  of 
this  letter,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  that  it  might  be  better  for 
the  minifter  of  this  country  to  have 
the  centroid  over  the  remittance  or 
the  fum  intended  for  Ireland,  than, 
by  an  open  loan  for  Ireland,  to  leave 
in  the  power  of  that  government 
to  draw  the  money  away,  without 
any  conftderatioji  of  the  cafe  of  the 
Bank.  And  the  Governor  and 
Deputy  Governor,  and  Mr.  S. 
Thorrfton,  were  defied  to  wait  on. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Pitt  with  the  following  obfer- 
vation  on  his  letter,  as  dictated  by 
the  court :  — 

44  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  court, 
44  That  the  plan  of  adding  to  the 
44  intended  Englifh  loan  the  fum 
44  that  has  been  propofed  to  be  raif- 
44  ed  here  for  the  government  of 
44  Ireland,  and  of  making  the  remit- 
44  tances  at  fuch  periods,  and  in 
54  fuch  manner,  as  may  be  leaft  in- 
44  convenient,  is  preferable  to  the 
44  railing  an  Irifli  loan  in  England 
44  by  itfelf,  and  fixing  the  payments 
44  and  remittances  in  a  manner 
44  which  cannot  be  varied  according 
44  to  circumftances. 

44  But  the  court  mull  repeat  their 
44  apprehenfions,  that  any  meafure 
44  which  tends  to  carry  money  out 
44  of  the  country,  is  replete  with 
44  alarming  confequences  to  the 
44  Bank  of  England.” 

The  paper  containing  the  above 
was  accordingly  carried  up  to  Mr. 
Pitt,  who  read  it  with  attention, 
and  then  returned  it. 

(No.  29.) 

Reflation  of  the  Court  of  Dire  Bovs,  2  3d 

of  February ,  1797. 

44  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opi- 
*4  nion  of  this  court,  that  the  Trea- 
44  fury  bills  of  exchange  fhall  be 
44  paid,  which  will  become  due  in 
44  the  courfe  of  next  week,  to  the 
44  amount  of  about  150,0001;  but 
44  that  no  other  Treafury  bills  of 
44  exchange  fhall  be  paid  by  this 
44  houfe  until  money  be  ilfued  to 
44  the  Bank  to  pay  the  fame.” 

The  Governor  and  Deputy  Go¬ 
vernor  were  defired  to  go  and 
wait  upon  Mr.  Pitt  with  the  above 
refolution,  as  foon  as  the  court 
broke  up. 


(No.  30.) 

Addition  to  No.  26. 

THE  Governor  mentioned 
Mr.  Pitt  the  great  diftrefs  and  in¬ 
convenience  which  the  Bank,  the 
bankers,  and  the  public,  fuffered  for 
want  of  a  freih  coinage  of  fiver, 
and  requeued  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  take  fome  early  mea- 
fures  for  a  redrefs  thereof  by  a  new 
coinage,  at  lead:  of  fome  part  of 
what  would  be  wanted, 

(No.  31.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-* 
chequer ,  13//;  of  February,  1797. 

THE  Governor  and  Deputy  Go¬ 
vernor  this  day  waited  upon  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  by 
his  appointment;  when  he  men¬ 
tioned  to  them,  that  he  was  exceed- 
ingly  prelfed  by  the  government  of 
Ireland  to  allow  them  to  raife  a 
loan  in  this  country ;  and  he  thought 
that  about  1,500,0001.  would  be  the 
fum.  He  knew  it  would  be  a  diffi¬ 
cult  and  unpleafant  meafure  to  be 
carried  through,  but  thought  it  right 
to  fpeak  to  the  Governor  of  the 
Bank  about  it.  The  Governor 
immediately  told  Mr.  Pitt,  that  fuch 
a  fcheme  mull  have  the  word  effedt 
poffible;  that  it  would  caufe  the 
ruin  of  the  Bank ;  for  that  fuch  a 
loan  raifed  here  would  all  be  fent 
over  in  money  to  Ireland,  and 
Would  drain  much  of  our  fpecic 
from  us.  Mr.  Pitt  defired  that  the 
matter  might  at  prelent  be  only 
communicated  to  the  Committee 
of  Treafury,  but  not  to  the  court  of 
Dk'edlors  ;  which  the  Governor 
promifed  to  do,  and  to  wait  upon, 
him  again  to-morrow  with  Mr.  Pu¬ 
get,  as  Mr.  Pitt  wifhed  to  fpeak 
with  him  ajfp  on  the  fubjedt, 

(No.  32.) 
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(No.  32.) 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer ,  9th  of  February  ,  1797. 

THE  Governor  this  day  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  Committee  the  cir- 
cumftance  mentioned  by  Mr.  Pitt 
vefterday,  about  a  farther  loan  for 
Ireland  ;  which  ftruck  them  all  as 
likely  to  produce  the  moftdifaftrous 
confequences  to  the  Houfe.  And 
the  Committee  joined  in  opinion 
fully,  that  the  Governor  in  his  in¬ 
terview  with  Mr.  Pitt  to-day,  fhould 
tell  him,  that  under  the  prefent 
Bate  of  the  Bank’s  advances  to  go- 
v cm  me n t  here,  fiich  a  meafure 
would  threaten  ruin  to  the  houfe, 
and  molt  probably  bring  us  un¬ 
der  the  neceflity  to  fhut  up  our 
doors. 

After  the  court  this  day,  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  with  Mr.  S.  Thornfon  (as 
the  Deputy  could  not  attend)  and 
Mr.  Puget,  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt ; 
who  told  them,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
which  they  forefaw  by  his  carrying 
into  execution  a  farther  loan  for 
Ireland,  he  found  it  to  be  a  meafure 
of  government  abfolutely  neceffiarv ; 
but  that  he  would  do  every  thing  he 
could  to  obviate  the  difficulties,  by 
making  the  Bank  more  eafy  in  o- 
ther  points ;  and  he  propofed  to 
raife,  by  an  addition  to  the  prefent 
voluntary  loan,  or  by  other  means, 
with  the  content  of  the  fubfcribers 
to  that  loan,  whatever  film  the 
Bank  might  defire  to  be  paid  off 
from  its  advances  to  government. 
He  propofed  this  from  an  opinion 
that  it  was  poffibly  in  the  power  of 
the  Bank  to  render  itfelf  fafe  by  the 
diminution  of  its  outftanding  notes; 
and  he  added  that  he  wifhed  this 
redu&ion  of  their  notes  to  be  ef¬ 
fected  by  a  diminution  of  their  ad¬ 
vances  to  government,  rather  than 


by  leffening  their  commercial  dif- 
counts. 

On  the  Governor’s  Bating  that, 
in  the  event  of  the  meafure  of  an 
Irifh  loan  being  effected  here,  the 
Bank  would  probably  think  it  ne- 
cefiary  to  reftrain  their  advances, 
both  to  government  and  the  pub¬ 
lic,  by  way  of  difeount,  Mr.  Pitt 
anfwered,  He  had  rather  pay  back 
five  millions  to  the  Bank  than  that 
they  fhould  reftrain  their  difeounts 
three  millions;  or  to  that  effedh 
Mr.  Pitt  expreffed  an  opinion  that 
a  good  deal  of  the  money  that  had 
been  taken  from  this  country  kfl 
year  was  returned ;  and,  perhaps, 
kept  back  in  London,  or  in  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  from  whence 
he  hoped  to  draw  the  refources  he 
wants  by  a  loan  under  the  propof¬ 
ed  circumftances.  Some  difeuffion 
took  place  with  Mr.  Puget,  whether 
a  part  at  leaft  of  the  Irifh  loan 
might  not  be  negotiated  in  Ireland: 
and  reafon  was  given  to  think  that 
a  trial  for  this  would  be  made.  Mr. 
Puget  fuggefted,  that  a  pecuniary 
affiftance  given  bv  this  government 
to  the  Irifh  government  might  be 
preferable  to  a  loan,  as  the  money 
might  be  demanded  back  when 
there  was  prefiing  occafion  for  it : 
but  Mr.  Pitt  was  of  opinion,  that  if 
the  neceffity  to  call  it  back  fhould 
arife,  Ireland  would  not  be  able  to 
pay  it ;  whereas  he  hoped  the  fpe- 
cie  would  find  its  way  back,  by  the 
regular  courfe  of  trade,  as  foon  as 

the  internal  ftate  of  that  country 

* 

would  permit. 

Mr.  Pitt  propofed  that  the  repay¬ 
ment  to  the  Bank  fhould  he  made 
proportionate  to  the  inftalments  on 
the  Irifh  loan,  or  to  exceed  them 
confiderably  if  defired ;  alio  that 
no  difeount  for  prompt  payment 
fhould  be  made  on  the  Irifh  loan. 

On  their  return  from  Mr.  Pitt, 

the 
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flie  Governor  ordered  a  Committee 
to  be  fummoned  to  meet  to-mor¬ 
row,  on  very  fpeciai  affairs,  at 
twelve  o’clock. 

(No.  33.) 

“Letter from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer ,  and  Reflation  of  the  Court  of 
Directors ,  13  th  of  February,  1797. 

AT  a  court  of  Directors  held  this 
day  or  fpeciai  affairs,  the  Governor 
laid  before  the  court  the  matter 
which  had  been  propofed  to  the 
Committee  of  theTreafury  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  which  had  been  the  fub- 
je<ft  of  the  feveral  minutes  of  the 
Committee  on  the  8th,  9th,  and 
10th  inftant,  in  their  private  book  : 
and  the  Governor  then  read  to  the 
court  the  following  letter,  which 
he  had  received  from  the  Chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  Exchequer,  viz. 

Downing- fir eet,  Feh.  10,  17-97. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  to  requeft  you  to  acquaint 
your  court,  that  from  the  reprefen- 
tations  received  from  Ireland,  it  ap¬ 
pears  indifpenfable  for  the  public 
fervice,  that  a  loan  fhould  be  raifed 
here  for  the  ufe  of  that  govern¬ 
ment,  to  the  amount  of  1,500,0001. 
on  which  I  underhand  a  confidera- 
ble  depofit  will  be  requifite  about 
the  end  of  March.  I  am  fully  fen- 
fible  that,  in  the  prefent  lituation, 
fuch  a  loan  might  produce  great 
temporary  inconvenience  here ; 
and  unlefs  fome  meafures  were  a- 
dopted  to  guard  againft  its  poffible 
effects,  might  make  it  appear  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  Bank,  from  prudence 
and  precaution,  to  reftrain  the  ac¬ 
commodation  which  they  now  give 
to  the  commerce  of  the  country, 
within  much  narrower  limits  than 
ig  defir  able.  In  order  to  avoid  this 
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great  inconvenience,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  be  enabled  to  provide 
for  the  urgent  demands  from  Ire¬ 
land,  which  are  cc-nnefted  with  the 
greateft  intereft  and  fafety,  to  pre¬ 
vent  farther  embarrahments  in  the 
vigorous  exertions  which  the  pre¬ 
fent  ends  may  require,  it  may,  I 
think,  be  expedient  to  propofe  to 
parliament  to  raife  money  fufheient 
for  paving  off  fix  or  (if  it  fhould  be 
thought  neceffary)  ieven  millions 
(including  the  Treafury  bills)  of 
the  fum  now  outftanding,  due  from 
the  public  to  the  Bank.  So  great 
a  reduction  of  their  advances  muff, 
I  trull,  render  them  much  more  at 
eafe  as  to  the  effect  of  other  opera¬ 
tions.  I  wilh  alio  to  have  it  under- 
Hood,  that  I  fhould  propofe  the  re¬ 
payments  to  be  received  by  the 
Bank,  to  take  place  by  inftalments 
at  leall  as  eayly,  and  to  as  great  an 
amount,  as  any  remittance  that 
could  be  made  to  Ireland  under  the 
inftalments  to  be  fixed  for  that  loan. 
I  fhall  be  extremely  glad  to  know 
the  fentiments  of  the  court  on  that 
fubjedt,  and  to  confer  with  you,  and 
any  other  gentlemen  of  the  court, 
on  any  point  which  may  require 
explanation,  and  on  the  beft  means 
of  carrying  the  meafure  into  exe¬ 
cution,  if  it  meets  with  the  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  court. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Pitt, 

Governor  and  Dejiuty  Governor 
of  the  Bank. 

The  court  received  this  commu¬ 
nication  with  great  uneafinefs, from 
an  apprehenlion  of  the  bad  confe- 
quences  which  would,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  arife  to  the  Bank  from  the 
remittance  of  fuch  a  fum  to  Ireland, 
and  the  great  drain  of  calli  which 
it  would  occafion ;  and  after  a  very 

ferious 
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ferioiis  debate  upon  the  fubjecffi, 
they  came  to  the  following  refolu- 
tion,  viz. 

44  Refolved,  That  the  court  is 
u  of  opinion,  that  the  repayment 
64  of  feven  millions  of  the  money 
44  advanced  by  the  Bank  to  govern- 

ment,  will  be  of  very  effential  fer- 
44  vice  to  this  houfe;  but  the  court 
44  is  neverthelefs  extremely  appre- 
44  henfive  that  the  negotiating  the 
44  propofed  loan  for  Ireland  in  this 
44  country,  will  neceffarily  endan- 
64  ger  the  fafety  of  the  Bank  of 
44  England,  by  the  large  drains  of 
44  cafn  which  it  muff  occafion  for 
44  the  remittance  of  that  fmn  to 
44  Ireland. ” 

The  Governor  and  Deputy  Go¬ 
vernor,  with  Mr.  Darell  and  Mr. 
Bofanquet,  were  deputed  by  the 
court  to  wait  upon  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  with  this  refolu- 
tion ;  and  they  took  with  them  a 
copy  of  it  in  a  paper  fealed  up,  that 
in  cafe  Mr,  Pitt  fhould  require  it  to 
be  left  with  him  to  fhew  it  to  the 
cabinet,  it  might  be  in  a  fituation 
guarded  from  the  eyes  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  office.  The  Deputation 
waited  on  Mr.  Pitt  when  the  court 
broke  up,  and  waited  till  he  came 
home ;  when,  being  admitted,  the 
Governor  told  him,  that  a  fpecial 
court  had  been  held  on  the  fubjed, 
and  that  he  and  the  other  gentle¬ 
men  were  deputed  to  bring  him  the 
refolution  of  the  court  upon  it; 
which  Mr,  Pitt  read  attentively ; 
arid  defiring  to  have  a  copy  left 
with  him,  the  one  fealed  up  was 
given  to  him;  which  he  was  delir- 
ed  by  the  Governor  to  return  to 
him  when  he  had  communicated 
it  to  the  cabinet.  In  the  conver- 
fation  which  took  place  afterwards, 
the  Governor  afked  if  it  was  not 
ppfiible  that  a  part  of  the  1 ,500,000k 
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could  be  raifed  in  Ireland  for  it^ 
own  ufe.  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  the 
fum  mentioned  was  all  expected 
from  this  country ;  that  a  farther 
fum  was  wanted  in  the  whole;  but 
that  the  Irifh  government  hoped  to 
raife  the  remainder  in  that  country. 
On  the  fubjeft  of  the  loan  to  be 
raifed  here  to  pay  off  the  above 
fum  to  the  Bank,  Mr.  Pitt  faid  he 
meant  to  make  it  equal,  not  only 
to  that  purpofe,  but  to  fet  him  at 
his  eafe  for  other  parts  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice,  which  he  had  not  been 
able  to  calculate  with  fufficient  ex¬ 
actitude  on  bringing  out  the  laft 
loan.  That  he  meant  to  raife  this 
additional  fum  in  the  fame  funds ; 
and,  if  poffible,  by  the  fame  fub- 
fcribers,  to  whom  propofals  would 
be  made,  with  an  allowance  for  their 
lofs  on  the  former  engagement; 
and  that  if  he  was  difappointed  in 
this  expectation,  he  mult  take  other 
meafures  as  ufual. 

After  this,  the  Governor  afked  of 
Mr,  Pitt  if  it  could  not  be  made  com¬ 
patible  with  the  forms  of  office,  that 
when  the  payments  fhould  cojne  to 
be  made  on  this  propofed  loan,  the 
money  might  be  retained  at  once 
by  the  Bank,  as  far  as  was  intended 
for  the  liquidation  of  their  advances, 
without  being  fent  up  to  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  as  was  hitherto  praflifed  ; 
which  mode  had  often  caufed  a  de¬ 
lay  of  many  days,  and  once  laft 
year  a  total  difappointment  of  the 
fum.  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  he  faw 
no  rcafon  why  this  routine  of  of¬ 
fice  fhould  not  be  altered  ; — that  he 
would  think  of  it,  and  order  ano¬ 
ther  arrangement. 

(No.  34.) 

Refolution  of  the  Court  of  Directors ,  and 

D filiation' s  Interviewwith  the  Chan - 

edior 
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mlhr  of  the  Exchequer,  21/?  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  1797. 

THE  Committee  obferving,  with 
great  uneafmefs,  the  large  and  con- 
Bant  decreafe  in  the  cafh,  held  a 
particular  confultation  on  that  fub 
je£t  this  day;  and  on  examination 
into  the  date  of  the  cafh  fmce  the 
beginning  of  this  year*,  they  found 
that  in  the  courfe  of  the  month  of 
January  there  had  been  a  decreafe 
©f  1.  and  fince  the 

beginning  of  this  month  a  farther 
'lots  of  E  and  that  the 

cafh  was  now  reduced  to  between 
and  about  ^  1. 

value,  in  bullion  and  foreign  coin, 
and  about  the  value  of  1. 

in  filver  bullion.  Perceiving  alfo, 
by  the  conftant  calls  of  the  bank¬ 
ers  from  all  parts  of  the  town  for 
cafh,  that  there  muff  be  fome  ex¬ 
traordinary  reafons  for  this  drain, 
arifing  probably  from  the  alarms  of 
an  expected  invafion,  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  after  maturely  confidering 
the  matter,  refolved  to  fend  a  no¬ 
tice  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  of  the  filiation  of  matters 
at  the  Bank ;  and  to  explain  exact¬ 
ly  to  him  how  the  cafh  is  circum- 
ftanced,  that  he  may  if  poflible  and 
proper,  ftrike  out  fome  means  of 
alleviating  the  public  alarms,  and 
Hopping  this  apparent  difpofition 
in  people’s  minds  for  haying  a 
large  depotit  of  cafli  in  their  fioufes. 
The  Governor,  Deputy  Gover¬ 
nor,  with  Mr.  Darell  and  Mr.  JBo- 
fanquet,  were  deputed  to  wait  up¬ 
on  Mr,  Pitt;  who  went  to  him,—- 
and  after  deferibing  to  him  the 
anxiety  of  mind  which  all  the  Di¬ 
rectors  were  under  on  this  fubjeCt, 
they  explained  to  Mr.  Pitt  the  ex- 
ad  particulars  above  mentioned. 
Mr.  Pitt  feemed  aware  that  this  un- 
ufual  drain  of  cadi  from  the  Bank 
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mud  arife  from  the  alarm  of  an  in-  . 
vafion,  which  he  obferved  was  now 
become  much  more  general  than 
he  could  think  neceflary.  He  faid$ 
that  by  all  his  informations  h§ 
could  not  learn  of  any  hoftile  pre¬ 
parations  of  confequence  maid  fig 
in  France  to  invade  this  country, 
except  the  fleet  which  was  refitting, 
at  Bred,  after  being  driven  off  from 
the'  coad  of  Ireland ;  but  that  he 
could  not  anfwer  that  no  partial  at¬ 
tack  on  this  country  would  be  made 
by  fuch  a  mad  and  defperate  enemy 
as  we  had  to  deal  with.  The  De¬ 
putation  prefled  on  Mr.  Pitt  to  de¬ 
clare  fomething  of  this  kind  in  par¬ 
liament,  in  order  to  eate  the  public 
mind. 

The  Deputation  then  mention¬ 
ed  to  him  the  neceliitv  of  bringing 
forward  the  new  loan,  out  of  which 
the  repayment  of  the  feven  mil¬ 
lions  to  the  Bank  was  to  be  made, 
as  in  the  prefent  emergency  it  was 
of  the  utmod  confequence  that  our 
advances  fhould  be  contracted  as 
fcon  as  poffible.  He  laid,  he  was  oc¬ 
cupied  on  that  point,  and  hoped,  in 
a  couple  of  days,  to  have  his  plan  d> 
arranged  as  to  be  able  to  call  the 
gentlemen  together,  with  whom  it 
might  be  neceflary  to  negotiate  for 
a  new  loan.  Mr.  Pitt  alfo  mention¬ 
ed,  that  he  hoped  the  Committed 
would,  in  the  prefent  fituation.  of 
matters,  think  it  neceflary  to1  en¬ 
deavour  at  obtaining  a  dip  ply 
of  gold  from  foreign  countries  s 

O  LJ  ^  ? 

which  the  Governor  told  him  they 
were  coniidering  about,  and  fnouki 
do  what  they  couid  therein. 

(No.  35.) 

Interview  lOith  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex * 

chequer ,  *22 d  of  February,  1797. 

Meflfs.  Goidfmid  and  Elinfon 
attended  the  Committee  this  days, 

and 
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and  were  directed  to  give  farther 
orders  to  Hamburgh  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  gold;  and  were  told  that 
an  application  would  immediately 
be  made  to  the  minifler  to  order  a 
frigateor  armed  floop  to  go  to  Ham¬ 
burgh  to  take  in  filch  gold  as  might 
be  bought,  and  alfo  to  defire  that 
the  refrridtion  on  the  captains  of 
the  packets,  not  to  take  any  gold 
dn  board  at  Hamburgh  for  this 
country,  might  be  taken  off.  The 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor 
waited  on  Mr.  Pitt  on  this  fubjeCt; 
who  promifed  to  apply  to  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  for  directions  about  fending 
out  a  frigate  or  armed  (loop ;  and 
that  he  would  apply  to  the  P.oft- 
mafter  General  to  give  the  orders 
to  the  captains  of  the  packets. 

The  Governor  preffed  Mr.  Pitt 
again  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  Treafu- 
ry  bills,  and  told  him  that  he  feared 
the  court  would  not  agree  to  pay 
the  Treafury  bills  which  fall  due 
next  week. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid  he  would  fend 
50,000t.  to  the  Bank  in  part  pro- 
vifion  thereof,  but  that  he  did  not 
think  he  could  raife  the  money  to 
the  full  amount  of  the  bills  due 

(No.  36.1 

Interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer ,  24 th  of  February,  1797. 

AT  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
court  held  this  day,  it  appeared  that 
the  lofs  of  cafh  vefterday  was  above 
1.  and  that  about 
1.  were  already  drawn 
©nt  this  day,  which  gave  fuch  an 
alarm  for  the  fafety  of  the  houfe, 
that  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Mr. 
Bofanquet  were  defired  to  wait  on 
Mr.  Pitt  to  mention  to  him  thefe 
eircumflances,  and  to  afk  him  how 
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far  he  thought  the  Bank  might  ven* 
ture  to.go  on  paying  cafh;  and  when 
he  would  think  it  necelfary  to  in¬ 
terfere  before  our  cafh  was  fo  re¬ 
duced  as  might  be  detrimental  to 
the  immediate  fervice  of  the  ftate, 
Mr.  Pitt  faid,  this  was  a  matter  of 
great  importance,  and  that  he  mult 
be  prepared  with  fome  resolution 
to  bring  forward  in  the  council 
for  a  proclamation  to  flop  the  ilTue 
of  cafh  from  the  Bank,  and  to  give 
the  fecuriiy  of  parliament  to  the 
notes  of  the  Bank.  In  confequence 
of  which  he  fhould  think  it  might 
be  proper  to  appoint  a  Secret  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  look  into  the  (late  of  the  Bank 
affairs  ;  which  they  allured  him  the 
Bank  were  well  prepared  for,  and 
would  produce  to  fuch  a  commit¬ 
tee.  Mr.  Pitt  alfo  obferved  that 
he  fhould  have  no  objection  to  pro- 
pofe  to  parliament,  in  cafe  of  a 
proclamation,  to  give  parliament¬ 
ary  fecurity  for  Bank  notes.  The 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor 
this  day  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt,  to  men¬ 
tion  to  him,  that  it  would  in  the 
prefent  circumflances  be  highly  re- 
quifite  that  fome  general  meeting 
of  the  bankers  and  chief  merchants 
of  London  fhould  be  held,  in  order 
to  bring  on  fome  refolution  for  the 
fupport  of  the  public,  credit  in  this 
alarming  crifis  :  and  they  took  the 
liberty  to  recommend  to  Mr.  Pitt 
to  have  a  private  meeting  of  fome 
of  the  chief  bankers  at  his  houfe 
to-morrow,  at  three  o’clock,  in 
which  the  plan  for  a  more  general 
meeting  on  Tuefday  or  Wednefday 
next  might  be  laid  ;  in  the  propri¬ 
ety  of  which  Mr.  Pitt  agreed,  and 
faid  he  would  fummon  a  previous 
meeting  for  to-morrow  according¬ 
ly.  This  was  communicated  by 
the  Governor  to  the  Committee.' 
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Anfwer  to  ( No .  1 . ) 

ON  the  communication  of  the 
rcfolntion  (No.  1.)  on  the  17th  of 
January  1795,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  expreffed  his  thanks, 
for  the  communication;  and  faid, 
he  thould  arrange  his  meafures  in¬ 
conformity  :  but  that  though  he 
was  going  to  reduce  immediately 
the  fum  of  the  Treafury  bills,  it 
might  not  be  in  his  power  to  bring 
them  down  to  the  fum  flipulated 
till  after  the  fir  ft  payment  of  the 
loan. 

Anfwer  to  (No.  2.) 

The  Chancellor  of  the -Exche¬ 
quer  having  read  the  paper,  feemed 
fully  convinced  of  the  propriety  of 
the  reprefentation;  and  declared, 
that  it  fhould  have  been  attended 
to  on  his  part  before,  but  that,  in 
the  multiplicity  of  public  affairs,  it 
had  been  forgotten.  He,  however, 
faid,  that  it  fhould  be. complied  with 
out  of  hand,  and  that  he  would  or¬ 
der  1,200,0001.  to  be  paid  to  the 
Bank,  on  that  account,  immedi¬ 
ately. 

Anfwer  to  (No.  4.) 

ON  prefen  ting  this  paper,  Mr. 
Pitt  faid,  it  was  not  his  fault  that 
the  account  had  not  been  diminifh- 
ed$  for  he  had  ordered,  fome  time 
lince,  two  warrants  to  be  made  out, 
amounting  to  above  600,000k 
which  were  now  completing,  and 
would  foon  come  down  to  us ;  {hew¬ 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  the  prepara¬ 
tory  parts  thereof.  The  Governor 
then  replied,  that  600,0001.  would 
not  nearly  reduce  the  amount  to 
the  agreed  fum :  that  our  calls  had 

O  ' 

lately  been  fo  great,  with  large 
drains  of  cafh  and  bullion,  as  made 
us  earnestly  wifh  to  lefTen  our  ere- 
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dits  as  much  as  poffible;  and  then 
he  wifhed  Mr.  Pitt  would,  without 
particular  inconvenience  to  him- 
felf,  name  a  day  from  whence  the 
refolution  of  the  court  fhould  take 
place.  The  Deputy  Governor afked 
if  Mr.  Pitt  could  do  this  next  Mon¬ 
day  ?  (when  the  chairmen  were  to 
meet  him  on  the  national- flock  bu- 
finefs)  Pie  replied,  he  could  not, 
he  believed,  be  ready  to  do  it  by 
that  time,  but  he  might  probably 
then  inform  us  farther  about  it;  and 
added  his  hope,  that  the  Bank  did 
not,  for  this  year,  mean  to  reflridf 
him  from  the  credit  of  500,0001.  oil 
Treafury  bills. 

Anfwer  to  (No.  5.) 

MR.  PITT  acknowledged,  That 
he  had  not,  in  his  note  of  Wednes¬ 
day  iaft,  entered  into  any  particu¬ 
lars  about  the  payment  of  the  Trea¬ 
fury  bills  ;  but  that  he  meant,  if  the 
Bank  affifled  him  with  the  two 
millions  and  an  half  in  queflion, 
oil  Exchequer  bills,  payable  out  of 
the  growing  produce  of  the  confo- 
lidated  fund,  in  the  quarters  for 
Oflober  next  and  the  April  follow¬ 
ing,  he  did  mean  to  pay  part  of  the 
Bank’s  advance  on  the  Treafury 
bills  out  of  that  money ;  but  he 
hoped  that  the  whole  of  it  would 
not  be  required,  but  that  it  fhould 
be  provided  for  out  of  other  funds. 
—The  Governor  then  obferved  to 
him,  how  frequent  promifes  had 
been  given  to  reduce  this  advance 
to  the  limit  of  500,0001.  which  had 
never  yet  been  carried  into  effefl ; 
and  begged  leave  to  reprefent  how 
detirous  the  Bank  court  was  to 
have  the  payment  of  the  Treafu¬ 
ry  acceptances  otherwife  arranged 
than  at  the  Bank  ;  which  Mr.  Pitt 
faid,  fhould  be  taken  up  on  a  future 
occahon.  The  Governor  faid,- he 

could 
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«ould  not  engage  for  any  thing; 
but  he  knew  how  defirous  the  court 
always  was  to  affift  the  government* 

o'  V-5  7 

though  a  provident  care  for  their 
cftablifhmentmuft  precede  all  other 
objeefts.  Mr.  Pitt  obferved  on  this, 
that  the  welfare  of  the  Bank,  we 
muft  fuppofe,  was  an  objedt  of 
equal  importance  to  him  as  to  us. 
The  Governor  then  added,  that 
though  he  did  not  engage  for  the 
Court,  if  Mr.  Pitt  could  prcrqife  that 
two  millions  of  the  turn,  now  allied 
for,  fhould  be  applied  to  extinguifh 
fo  much  of  the  advance  on  the 
Treafury  bills,  he  believed  it  might 
be  acceded  to.  Mr.  Pitt  replied, 
that  he  could  not  anfw'er  for  fo 
large  a  part  being  paid  immediately ; 
but  that  he  Would,  on  this  informa¬ 
tion^  draw  up  a  new  letter  to  the 
court,  to  be  confidered  next  Thurf- 
day ;  and  he  wifhed  to  fee  the  two 
Governors  at  twelve  o’clock  on 
Tuefday  next,  to  fubmit  to  them 
the  plan  of  his  letter:  and  the  Go¬ 
vernor  an'd  Deputy  promifed  to 
wait  on  him  at  that  time  accord¬ 
ingly. 

An  fairs  to  (No.  7.) 

AFTER  Mr.  Pitt  had  read  this 
paper,  with  great  attention,  twice, 
lie  began  by  expreffmg  his  fatisfac- 
tion  and  approbation  of  the  meafure 
of  communicating  fuch  matters  to 
him ;  faying,  That  he  would  moft 
certainly  frame  his  arrangements  in 
a  manner  that  might  enable  him  to 
remove  our  fears,  and  prevent  un- 
pleafant  confequences ;  and  that  he 
would  endeavour  to  do  this  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  fhould  produce  no 
alarm;  ftrongly  recommending  to 
the  court  of  Directors  to  ufe  every 
poffible  precaution  to  prevent  that 
alfo. 


The  Governor  then  faid,  That 
he  hoped  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  conceive 
it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  court 
to  refufe  the  advance  of  the  land 
and  malt,  1796 ;  but  only  that  it 
was  their  with  to  protradl  it  for 
fome  time.  Mh  Pitt  laid  he  un- 
derftood  it  fo,  and  fhould  avoid 
applying  for  it  until  it  might  be 
more  fuitable  to  the  Bank.  He 
alfo  faid,  he  fhould  certainly  reirn- 
burfe  a  million  of  the  Treafury 
bills,  and  repay  the  1,100,0001.  as 
foon  as  the  accounts  were  made 
up ;  and,  if  it  was  neceffary,  the 
1,400,0001.  remaining  fhould  be  re- 
imburfed. 

The  Governor  mentioned  td> 
him  the  drain  of  cafh  to  Ireland* 
the  calls  for  the  Weft  India  arma¬ 
ment,  and  the  probability  eft  foon 
perceiving  thofe  that  may  be  occa- 
fioned  by  the  claimants  of  the  neu¬ 
tral  fliips  being  reimburfed :  in  all 
Which  he  feemed  to  concur.  Then 
the  Governor  ftated  to  him,  that 
the  price  of  gold  being  fo  much 
above  the  value  of  our  guineas, 
muft  neceflarily  imprefs  his  mind 
with  the  unavoidable  confequences; 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
viewed  this  in  a  moft  ferious  light. 

The  Governor  then  mentioned 
the  probability  of  the  claims  of  the 
American  fhips  taken  in  the  Weft 
Indies  foon  coming  to  a  hearing, 
and  which,  lie  faid,  from  report, 
would  amount  to  near  four  milli¬ 
ons.  Mr.  Pitt  agreed  that  appeals 
were  foon  to  be  made,  but  he  did 
not  think  the  amount  would  come 
up  to  fuch  a  fum.  The  Governor 
then  refumed  the  fubjeff  of  the 
Treafury  bills;  and  hoped  that,  after 
the  meeting  of  parliament,  Mr.  Pitt 
would  fo  arrange  matters  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  continuing  to  be  paid  by 
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the  Bank  in  the  manner  lately 
adopted.  His  reply  was,  that  this 
object  would  foon  ceafe;  their  a- 
moun't  feemed  to  have  imprefled 
his  mind  with  a  defign  to  difconti- 
nue  the  fervice  that  occafioned 
them ;  the  troops  were  about  to 
return  home.  He  candidly  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  the  expence  of 
our  troops  on  the  Continent  had 
been  enormous;  and  intimated, 
that  the  bent  and  operation  of  the 
rvar,  as  long  as  it  did  hill  continue, 
would  be  naval,  and  in  the  Welt 
Indies. 

The  Governor  then  made  his 
acknowledgements  to  Mr.  Pitt  for 
the  indulgence  of  fo  much  time  as 
he  had  given  to  him  and  the  De¬ 
puty  Governor.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  faid  he  was  going 
out  of  town  to-morrow,  for  a  week, 
and  at  his  return  would  be  glad  to 
fee  the  Governor  again,  if  any 
thing  material  fhould  occur. 


Summary  <f  the  Rejiort  of  the  Secret 
Comtnittee  appointed  to  confder  of  the 
Papers  feized  in  Belfaf.  Prefented  in 
the  Lrijh  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Mr. 
Pelham. 

HE  Committee  began  by  dat¬ 
ing,  that  they  confidered  it 
to  be  a  proper  difcharge  of  their 
duty  to  examine  into  the  principles 
and  motives  of  the  Society  of  United 
Irifhmen  at  its  firft  formation :  they 
aflert,  that  in  confequence  of  this 
examination  they  find  that  the  So¬ 
ciety,  under  the  pretext  of  promot¬ 
ing  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  and 
what  they  called  Emancipation  of 
ithe  Catholics,  harboured  a  defign  to 
difunite  this  country  from  Great 
Britain,  to  overthrow  the  prefent 
conftitutiom,  and  edablifh  in  its 
Vql.  XXXIX. 


dead  a  republican  form  of  govern¬ 
ment.  The  Committee  red  this 
opinion,  in  a  great  meature,  on  a 
letter  written  by  Theobald  Wolfe 
Tone,  a  very  affive  member  of  that 
fociety,  to  his  friends  in  Relfad;  in 
which  there  appears  a  number  of 
expreflions  which  teem  to  indicate 
that  Mr.  Tone  confidered  the  Bri- 
tifli  connection  as  the  bane  of  Irifh 
pjrofperity.  Another  ground  of  the 
opinion  of  this  Committee  is,  the 
declaration  publidied  by  the  Society 
of  United  Iridimen  in  Dublin,  in 
the  year  1791,  when  Mr.  Rowan 
and  Dr.  Drdnan  were  Chairman  and 
Secretary,  in  which  the  prominent 
principle  is,  that  none  but  the  people 
can  fpeak  the  will  of  the  people.  T  he 
Committee  then  proceed  to  the 
papers.  They  date  the  manner' in 
which  thefe  papers  had  been  feized 
in  the  houfe  of  a  John  Alexander* 
at  Belfad,  by  Captain  Barber  and 
Mr.  Fox ;  they  recite  in  what  rooms 
and  in  what  company  they  had  been, 
found,  and  infer  that  they  were  the 
papers  of  two  committees  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Irifhmen.  By  one  it  appears 
that  the  fociety  is  organized  in  a 
very  perfect  manner;  the  lowed 
conbituent  part  is  the  Baronial 
Committee,  or  the  committee  of 
the  members  who  live  in  one  ba¬ 
rony.  When  this  committee  be¬ 
comes  numerous,  it  is  fplit  into  two 
committees.  When  a  certain, 
number  of  thefe  committees  are 
formed  in  a  county,  they  eleCt  a 
County  Committee;  when  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  county  committees 
are  formed,  they  elect  a  Provincial 
Committee;  and  again,  when  two 
or  more  of  thefe  committees  are 
created,  they  eleff  members  who 
form  the  highed  member  of  the 
fociety,  a  National  Committee.—* 
They  are,  among  other  things,  ini- 
K  powered 
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powered  to  raife  tnoney  in  certain 
proportions,  and  to  di {tribute  it  in 
certain  ways ;  fuch  as  providing 
arms  and  ammunition  ;  fupplying 
the  members  who  ,fuffer  for  the 
caufe  with  neceffaries,  and  with  the 
means  of  defence ;  providing  for 
the  families  of  thefe  who  may  fall 
in  any  way  for  the  common  fervice; 
and  they  are' enabled  to  regulate 
the  election  of  military  officers. 
There  is  a  particular  provilion 
which  fixes  the  manner  in  -which 
the  tribunal  fhall  be  chofen,  who, 
when  a  revolution  begins,  fliall 
decide  on  the  property,  and  even 
the  lives  of  accufed  individuals; 
and  there  is  another  provifion 
which  declares  what  defcription  of 
fufpedted  perfons  fhall  not  be  fuf- 
fered  to  enter  the  ranks  when  the 
conflict  fhall  begin.  The  other 
papers  are  minutes  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  fub-committees  of 
United  Irifhmen,  and  reports  on  a 
variety  of  fubjedts.  They  contain, 
•in  the  firff  place,  accurate  returns 
,©f  the  numbers  of  men  who  have  at 
different  periods  become  members 
of  the  bodv :  alfo  returns  of  the 

J  ' 

fums  fubferibed  by  each  refpedtive 
place,  and  the  purpofes  for  which 
the  money  has  been  expended. 
The  returns  of  guns,  bayonets, 
fwords,  pikes,  cannon,  powder, 
bail-cartridges,  and  of  bullets,  are 
all  reported  with  equal  accuracy, 
•and  always  accompany  the  returns 
of  men  and  money.  The  fociety 
has  rifen  to  a  number  truly  formi¬ 
dable  —  not  lefs  at  this  moment 
than  one  hundred  thoufand  men. 
The  amount  of  their  arms  appears 
to  be  very  confiderable ;  and  they 
reckon  among  their  ordnance  eight 
pieces  of  cannon  and  one  mortar. 
In  their  money  accounts  are  found 
accurate  'ftateme'nts  of  their  expen¬ 


diture  for  affifting  prifoners  anef 
purchasing  arms ;  and  in  one  return 
it  is  remarkable  that  the  officer  who 
remits  it  fays,  “  This  money  has 
been  paid  fomewhat  before  the 
ufual  time,  becaufe  it  is  expedled 
our  friends  will  foon  arrive  at 
Bantry,”  or  words  to  that  effect; 
and  feveral  inilances  occur  in  the 
papers,  of  allufions  to  the  expected 
arrival  of  thefe  friends.  In  fome 
papers  the  committees  earneftly 
exhort  the  people  to  temperance, 
to  fobriety,  and  to  peace,  obferving 
that  the  with  of  government  was 
to  goad  them  into  infurredtion,  by 
which  the  hopes  of  the  people 
would  be  defeated,  not  only  now, 
but  perhaps  for  ever;  and  in  one 
place  occurs  the  remarkable  advice 
“  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
father  or  his  fonT  That  the  foci- 
ety  exercife  a  judicial  authority  over 
their  members  appears  alfo  by  thefe 
papers ;  for  in  more  than  one  of 
them  there  is  mention  made  of  cer¬ 
tain  perfons  who  had  been  charged 
with  offences  having  been  tried  and 
acquitted;  and  one  inftance  is 
found  of  the  executive  committee 
having  been  purged  by  another 
branch  of  the  body  for  an  abufe  of 
'their  trull ;  three-fourths  of  them 
were  removed,  and  men  of  ac¬ 
knowledged  merit  fubftituted  in 
their  room.  In  fome  of  the  mi¬ 
nutes  are  to  be  found  the  names  or 
the  initials  of  perfons  reported  to 
be  bad,  or  unfound  and  dangerous 
members;  exhortations  are  fre¬ 
quent  to  avoid  communicating  on 
the  affairs  of  the  fociety  with  per¬ 
fons  who  had  not  taken  the  tell; 
and  in  one  cafe  it  is  faid,  that  the 
old  pafs-word  of  the  body  was  0- 
bliged  to  be  changed,  in  confe- 
quence  of  fome  negligence  of  this 
kind  t  it  is  ftrongly  inculcated  on 

the- 
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the  committees  to  take  care  that 
the  men  fhould  be  regularly  and 
judicioufly  formed  into  companies 
and  battalions ;  that  the  men  fhould 
be  well  known  to  their  officers,  and 
the  officers  to  the  men ;  and  that 
all  fhould  hold  themfelves  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  appear  at  a  moment’s 
warning,  as  it  was  not  known  how 
foon  they  might  be  called  out. 

The  Committee  again  take  oc- 
cafion  to  obferve,  that  it  appeared 
from  thefe  papers  the  United  Irifh- 
men  made  a  pretext  of  reform  and 
emancipation  to  cover  a  defign  to 
fubvert,  inftead  of  amending  the 
conditu-tion;  to  cenfifeate  pro¬ 
perty,  and  extinguifh  the  podefTors 
of  it;  and  this  they  infer,  arguent , 
from  the  circumdance  that  thefe 
two  objects  have  not  been  men¬ 
tioned  in  thefe  papers  as  the  end  of 
their  inftitution.  In  further  cor¬ 
roboration  of  the  opinion,  they  tran- 
feribe  a  paper  called  the  Donagha- 
dee  Refolutions,  in  which  it  is 
emphatically  ftated  to  have  been 
the  ooinion  of  the  bed  datefmen, 
philofophers,  and  divines,  that  all 
power  originated  with  the  people 
• — that  when  tyrants  ufurp  power, 
or  governors  (legitimately  condi- 
tuted)  degenerate  into  tyrants,  it 
becomes  the  right  and  duty  of  the 
people  to  take  arms  to  wred  that 
power  from  the  hands  which  abufe 
it,  and  redore  it  to  thofe  to  whom 
it  of  right  belongs,”  See.  &c. — • 
The  report  goes  on  to  date,  that  it 
has  appeared  to  the  Committee, 
though  they  are  not  at  liberty  to 
difclofe  the  evidence,  partly  be- 
caufe  it  was  merely  oral,  and  partly 
becaufe  it  might  be  neceilary  here¬ 
after  to  produce  it  before  a  court 
of  juftice,  that  affiallinations  had 
been  encouraged  by  the  fociety, 
and  that  great  paips  had  been  taken 


to  feduce  the  fidelity  of  the  foldiery 
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—But  the  Committee  declare  them- 
feives  happy  m  being  able  to  datey 
that  his  Majefty’s  troops  have  re¬ 
mained  heady  and  faithful  —  and 
that  the  Houfe  may  place  the  ut- 
mod  confidence  in  their  exertions. 


Sub  fiance  of  the  Itfrydlicns  relative  to 
the  Baggage  and  Marches  of  the 
Army ,  in  cafe  the  Enemy  land  in  Eng- 
land ;  which  have'  been  lent  to  all  Ge¬ 
nerals,  and  all  Officers  commanding 
Regiments . 

o 

FIE  fervice  on  which  the 
troops  may  be  called,  will  be- 
of  fueh  a  nature  while  it  lads,  that 
the  ufual  convenience  of  the  field 
cannot  be  allowed.  All  imneceffia- 
ry  baggage  mud  be  removed.  No 
more  than  five  waggons  and  three 
carts  will  be  allowed  to  each  regi¬ 
ment  for  every  purpofe.  All  other 
carriages  whatever  will  be  ordered 
to  a  great  didance  in  the  rear,  and 
if  at  any  time  found  near  the  army, 
will  be  ordered  to  be  deftroyed. 
Officers  muff  preDare  for  moving 
in  the  lighten  manner.  The  per- 
fonal  baggage  of  each  officer  muff 
be  contained  in  a  (mail  portman¬ 
teau.  One  lent  will  be  allowed 
for  fixteen  men.  During  the 
march  every  officer  will  remain  with 
his  divifion,  and  never  quit  it  on, 
any  account.  No  foldier  to  be 
permitted  to  leave  his  rank.  The 
march  mud  be  fo  regulated  that  the 
troops  may  advance  three  Englifh 
miles  in  an  hour  and  a  quarter. 
The  troops  fhould  always  confider 
themfelves  as  if  in  the  prefence  of 
an  enemy.  The  line  of  march 
mud  never  be  lengthened,  if  it  can 
be  avoided.  The  proper  clofenefs 
of  the  march,  on  all  occafions,  is  a 
point  of  the  highed  confequence. 
K  2  The 
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The  troops  mult  march  on  the 
greateft  front  the  roads  or  overtures 
will  allow.  The  line  of  carriages 
mu  ft  at  no  time  ftop,  whatever  ac¬ 
cidents  may  happen  to  any  indi¬ 
vidual  one;  but  fuch  carriage  muft 
inftantly  be  drawn  oil  one  fide,  and 
repaired,  if  poftible.  The  officers 
commanding  the  feveral  divisions  of 
carriages,  will  be  anfwerable  for  the 
ftridt  obfervance  of  this  article,  a 
failure  of  which  might  ftop  and  en¬ 
danger  a  whole  army. 

a  From  the  unremitting  zea*l  and 
ardour  of  the  troops,  every  fuccefs 
may  be  hoped  for.  In  many  fili¬ 
ations  our  object:  will  be  in  flop¬ 
ping  the  progrefs  of  an  enemy,  if 
fuperior  in  number,  and  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  penetrate  into  the  country; 
inftead  of  keeping  all  our  forces 
collected,  to  oppofe  him  in  front, 
to  allot  a  part  only  for  that  pur-. 
pofe,  and,  by  throwing  the  reft  in 
different  bodies  on  his  flanks,  and 
even  in  his  rear,  as  he  advances,  to 
circumfcribe  his  movements,  and, 
by  unremitting  attacks,  to  make  his 
progrefs  flow  and  uneafy.  This 
will  not  be  difficult  to  attain,  fhould 
his  march  be  confined  to  the  great 
roads  of  the  country,  from  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  his  columns,  and  as  an 
attack  anywhere  would  neceftarily 
make  a  ftop  everywhere.  Should 
he  endeavour  to  open  parallel 
routes,  and  to  march  in  feveral  con¬ 
nected  columns,  this  operation 
could  be  much  retarded,  would  oc- 
eafton  great  delay  in  point  of  time, 
and  give  us  great  advantage  in  af- 
fembling  and  increaftng  our  num¬ 
bers. 

“  In  oppoftng  the  enemy  in  this 
manner  every  thing  will  depend  on 
the  alertnefs  of  the  troops,  the  light- 
nefs  of  their  equipment,  and  their 
being  freed  from  every  incumbrance 


of  baggage,  carriages,  or  even  a  nu¬ 
merous  artillery.  It  will  depend 
on  the  nature  of  the  ground  how 
far  the  cavalry  can  give  fupport, 
on  fuch  occaftons,  to  the  infantry; 
but  in  general  they  will  be  deftined 
to  annoy  and  circumfcribe  the 
flanks  of  the  enemy’s  march.  In 
carrying  on  this  kind  of  war  the 
troops  would  hardly  ever  be  able  to 
encamp  but  when  it  was  apparent 
that  the  enemy,  from  neceflity, 
would  be  obliged  to  remain  in  fome 
particular  fituation,  or  that  we  took 
up  a  fituation  that  was  to  be  main¬ 
tained.  For  this  ftate  of  action  we 
muft  always  be  prepared,  and, 
though,  while  it  lafts,  exceedingly 
fevere  for  the  troops,  muft  be  more 
than  equally  diftreffing  for  the  eneT 
my,  as  his  difficulty  muft  increafe 
the  further  he  advances  into  the 
country;  and  whenever  he  becomes 
obliged  to  eftablifh  a  chain  of  polls 
to  keep  up  his  communication  with 
the  point  from  which  he  originally 
departed,  fuch  pofts  will  certainly 
be  forced  and  cut  off,  and  he  there¬ 
by  reduced  to  the  greateft  extremi¬ 
ty,  while  the- country,  open  to  our 
rear,  will  afford  us  every  help  and 
affiftance,  and  enable  us,  when  he 
arrives  at  a  certain  point,  and  when 
it  is  judged  proper,  with  united  and 
increafed  force,  to  attack  and  ut¬ 
terly  defeat  him.” 

* — «  «  - ^ 

The  Will  of  the  late  Mr.  Thellujjbn  has 

been  j. irwed  in  Doctors  Commons .  The 

Heads  of  'which  are  as  follow  : 

To  his  wife  he  bequeaths  300 
guineas,  to  be  paid  _  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  ten  days  after  his  death,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  his  jewels,  watches, 
and  trinkets,  and  his  ftock  of  wine, 
corn,  hay,  arid  ftraw.  He  alfo 

leaves 
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leaves  in  truft  for  her.ufe,  all  his 
capital  mefiiiage  at  Plaiftow,  with 
all  the  lands,  grounds,  gardens, 
houfehold  furniture,  and  one  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  ounces  of  plate. 
Upon  her  death  or  marriage  the 
faid  property  to  be  fold,  and  the 
money  arifing  from  fuch  fale  to 
compofe  part  of  the  relidue  of  his 
“eilate :  he  likewife  bequeaths  to 
her  the  annual  fum  of  2, 1 401.  dur¬ 
ing  her  life,  provided  the  remains 
tingle  during  that  time;  but  in  cafe 
of  her  tecond  marriage,  he  leaves 
her  only  the  dividends  of  5, 5001. 
bank  ftock,and  3Q0l.  long  annuities; 
and  in  that  cafe  directs  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  above  legacy  to  be 
divided  between  his  three  fons  and 
his  three  daughters.  —  The  above 
5, 5001.  in  cafe  of  fuch  fecond  mar¬ 
riage,  at  her  death  to  devolve  to  his 
fix  children,  in  fuch  manner  as  his 
wife  may  diredc  by  her  lafl  will ;  and 
the  1,400  ounces  of  plate  to  be  di¬ 
vided  among  his  three  fons,  and 
their  ifliie,  with  the  benefit  of  fur- 
vivorfhip. 

To  his  brother-in-law,  the  Rev. 
Matthew  Woodford,  Archdeacon 
of  Winehefler,  James  Stanley,  Efq. 
of  Queen’s  Square,  Barrifter  at 
Taw,  and-  Emperor  John  Alex¬ 
ander  Woodford,  of  Queen- flreet, 
Efq.  each  the  fum  of  300  guineas, 
as  a  token  of  his  acknowledgment 
to  them  for  their  trouble  in  the 
execution  of  his  will. 

•  To  each  of  his  fervants  living 
with  him  at  his  death,  and  who  had 
been  fo  for  twelve  months,  half  a 
year’s  wages,  betides  what  might  be 
due  to  them. 

To  his  three  fons,  7,6001.  each, 
in  order  to  make,  with  what  he  had 
before  given  to  them,  the  fum  of 
23,0001.  with  a  fmall  annuity  in  the 
French  funds.  - 
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To  his  executors,  at  the  death  or 
marriage  of  his  wife,  15001.  bank 
flock,  and  2001.  long  annuities  in 
trull,  for  the  ufe  of  his  daughter, 
Maria,  the  wife  of  the  Hon.  Au- 
guftus  Phipps,  and  to  her  children, 
according  to  her  difpofal  In  cafe 
file  fliouid  die  without  iffue,-  it  is 
then  to  be  divided  between  his  two 
other  daughters.  k 

The  fum  of  12,0001.  in  trull  for 
his  daughter  Ann  (the  intereil  to 
be  paid  her  while  Ihe  remains  f in¬ 
gle)  fubjedt  to  the  condition  of  her 
marrying  with  the  confent  of  her 
mother ‘and  the  two  executors;  in 
cafe  of  her  marrying  without  fuch 
confent,  fhe  is  only  to  be  entitled 
to  the  fum  of  20001.  and  1001.  long 
annuities ;  and  part  of  the  remaind¬ 
er  of  the  12,000,1.  is  to  link  into  the 
refidue  of  his  cl  cate,  and  the  other 
part  is  to  be  divided  between  his 
two  daughters. 

To  his  daughter  Augufta  Char¬ 
lotte,  1 ,5001.  bank  frock,  and  2001. 
per  annum  long  annuities,  fubjedt: 
to  the  fame  conditions  and  reftric- 
tions  as  the  legacy  to  his  daughter 
Ann.  ^  '  "  *  ; 

He  then  particularizes  feveral 
annuities  which  he  wgs  po  fie  fled  of 
in  the  French  funds,  which,  with 
the  arrears  due  on  them,  he  leaves 
to  his  fons  and  daughters. 

His  houfe  and  warehoufe  in  Phil- 
pot-lane  he  leaves  to  his  fons,  un¬ 
der  certain  conditions.  The  pro- 
vilions  which  he  has  made  for  his 
faid  fons,  the  will  cbferves,  are 
fufficient  to  procure  them  comfort ; 
and  he  intreats  them  to  avoid  of- 
tentation,  vanity,  and  pompous 
(hew,  and  to  be  induflrious,  as  the 
beft  fortune  they  can  poffefs. 

To  the  wives  of  his  three  fons, 
his  daughters,  and  Tome  others,  he 
leaves  a  ring  of  50l.  value ;  and  to 
K  3  hi  a 
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his  filler-in-law,  Sophia  Woodford, 
tone  of  251.  value. 
b  To  his  eldefl  fon,  P.  J.  Thelluf- 
fcn,  after  his  mother’s  death,  he 
gives  his  family  pictures,  &c.  To 
his  fon  G.  W.  Thelluflbn,  his  gold 
feal  with  the  family  arms ;  the  gold 
fnu ff- box  which  Louis  XV.  gave  to 
his  father,  containing  the  portraitof 
the  Dauphin,  father  to  Louis  XVI ; 
the  filver  medal,  a  cop]/  of  the 
gold  one  given  to  his  father  by 
the  city  of  Geneva;  alfo  the  large 
filver  coffee-pot  and  falver,  given 
to  him  by  the  faid  city,  with  the 
arms  of  Geneva  thereon.  To  His 
fon  Charles,  a  gold  watch  made 
by  Mudge,  with  three  feals  mount¬ 
ed  in  gold.  ^ 

The  remainder  of  his  plate,  pic¬ 
tures,  books,  furniture,  & c.  he 
orders  to  be  fold  by  public  auction, 
to  compofe  part  of  the  refidue  of 
his  ellate. 

To  his  executors  and  their  heirs 
he  gives  in  trull  the  whole  of  his 
Yorklhire  ellate,  together  with  the 
advowfon  and  prefentation  to  the 
church  of  Marr,  to  be  managed  by 
them,  and  to  purchafe  land  with  the 
accumulation  of  the  growing  pro¬ 
fits  till  the  grandfon  of  his  prefent 
grandfon  Charles  (now  an  infant 
only  four  months  old,  and  the  fon 
of  the  tellator’s  third  and  youngel! 
fon  Charles)  fhall  attain  the  age 
of  twenty-one ;  when  the  whole  of 
this  immenfe  property,  valued  now 
at  near-  800,0001.  will  be  at  his  dif- 
pofal ; .  in  default  of  which  heir  or 
heirs  the  whole  produce  of  the  faid 
ellate  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the 
finking  fund,  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall 
be  directed  by  a&  of  parliament.  The 
right  of  prefentation  to  the  advow¬ 
fon  to  belong  to  his  fons  and  their 
defcendants,  in  regular  rotation.— 
The  will  then  proceeds  thus ; 
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u  1  order  and  direcl,  t  jiat,  froift 
the  refpedftive  time  or  times  any 
perfori  or  perfons  fhall  become  en¬ 
titled  either  to  any  part  orlhare,  or 
proportion  of  the  aforefaid  eftates, 
as  well  thofe  hereby  devifed,  as 
what  may  hereafter  be  purchafed 
in  manner  aforefaid,  as  to  the  whole 
thereof,  he  and  they,  and  all  claim¬ 
ing  under  him  and  them  refpect- 
ively,  fhall  from  thenceforth,  there¬ 
after,  and  at  all  times,  feverally  ufe 
thefurname  of  Thellulfon  only;  and 
in  default  thereof  I  order  anddirect 
that  the  faid  foveral  manors  or 
lordlhips,  advowfons,  mefiuages, 
lands,  tenements,  and  heredita¬ 
ments,  and  real  eliates  heretofore 
devifed,  and  to  be  purchafed,  fhall 
be  thereupon  fold  and  difpofed  of 
by  Matthew  Woodford,  James 
Stanley,  and  Emperor  John  Alex¬ 
ander  Woodford,  and  the  forvivors 
or  furvivor  of  them,  and  the  trus¬ 
tees  hereafter  to  be  appointed  ;  and 
that  the  money  to  arife  and  be 
produced  from  the  fale  there¬ 
of,  be'  paid  unto  his  Majefly,  his 
heirs  and  fucceflors,  Kings  or 
Queens  of  England,  to  the  ufe  of 
the  finking  fund,  in  fuch  manner 
as  fhall  be  directed  by  a £1  of  par¬ 
liament. 

“  As  I  have  earned  the  fortune 
which  I  now  poiTefs  with  indultry 
and  honefty,  I  trull  and  hope  that 
the  legifiature  will  not  in  any  man¬ 
ner  alter  my  will,  or  the  limitations 
thereby  created,  but  permit  my 
property  to  go  in  the  manner  in 
which  I  hereby  difpofe  of  it.” 

The  executors  and  executrix  are, 
Matthew  Woodford,  James  Stanley, 
Emperor  John  Alexander  Wood¬ 
ford,  and  his  wife.  The  Will  is 
dated  April  2,  1796,  and  occupies 
no  lefs  than  twenty- three  fheets  of 
paper. 
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Irish  Roman  Catholics. 

Some  time  previous  to  the  difiolir 
tion  of  the  Irifh  Parliament, 
when  affairs  in  Ireland  bore  a 
very  gloomy  afpeft,  Lords  Ken- 
mare,  Trimbleflown,  and  Fingal 
waited  on  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Memorial  on  the  part  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland: 

To  his  Excellency  Earl  Camden ,  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland ,  the.  Memorial 
of  the  under- figned  Noblemen  and 
Gentlemen  of  his  Majefy's  Kingdom 
of  Ireland  refjiedlfully  refmfents  to 
your  Excellency , 

44  TP  ^  A  T  notwithstanding  the 
X  fignal  favours  conferred  up¬ 
on  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
under  the  mild  government  of 
our  prefent  Sovereign,  all  which 
favours  your  Memorialifls  do  with 
the  molt  lively  fenfe  of  gratitude 
acknowledge,  many  difqualihca- 
tions  and  incapacities  ftill  continue 
to  affeft  that  numerous  and  loyal 
portion  of  his  Majefly’s  fubjefls. 

“  Your  Memorialifls  fubmit,  that 
the  condition  of  Ireland  would  in¬ 
deed  be  defperate,  if  its  fecurity  at 
this  moment  were  to  be  fought  ra¬ 
ther  in  the  coercion  than  in  the 
loyalty  of  its  Roman  Catholic  in¬ 
habitants,  who  form  a  confiderable 
majority  of  thofe  now  armed  to  re¬ 
pel  the  enemies  of  their  King  and 
country ;  of  thofe  who  muff  be 
called  forth  at  every  menace  of 
danger,  and  whole  zeal  and  alacrity 
in  their  country’s  caufe  have  at  all 
times  been  conspicuous. 

«  To  the  general  fidelity  of  his 
Majefly’s  Catholic  fubjefls  —  to 
their  well-known  averfion  to  anar¬ 
chy— to  their  tried  attachment  to 
his  Majefly’s  perfon  and  govern- 
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ment,  and  to  the  principles  of  civil 
fociety,  —  your  Memorialifls  beg 
leave  to  add,  as  another  confidera- 
tion,  that  the  grievances  under 
which  they  labour  become  fevere  in 
proportion  as  precaution  is  unne- 
ceffary,  inafmuch  as  they  immedi¬ 
ately  aggrieve  the  higher  and  more 
opulent  clafies,  who,  even  in  a  flafe 
of  prevalent  difaffedlion,  would  be 
bound  by  their  own  interefl,  with¬ 
out  any  nobler  motive,  to  guard 
againfl  the  effects  o  an  innovating 
fpirii. 

44  Your  Memorialifls  refpectfuUy 
fubmit  to  your  Excellency,  that,  in 
confequence  of  the  feveral  adls  of 
parliament  pafled  during  the  pre¬ 
fent  reign,  for  the  relief  of  his  Ma- 
jefly’s  Roman  Catholic  fubjedls, 
trade,  induflry,  and  the  purfuits  of 
agriculture,  in  particular,  have  been 
increafed,  much  capital  has  been 
fixed  in  the  country,  and  its  wealth 
and  refources  augmented.  They 
feel  themfelves  juftified  in  inferring 
a  flill  greater  increafe  of  national 
profperity  from  the  repeal  of  all 
exifting  laws  which  aggrieve  the 
extenfive  denomination  of  the  Irifh 
people — laws  which  your  Memori¬ 
alifls'  refpeflfully  contend,  are  only 
calculated  to  create  repining  and 
difeontent  among  meritorious  fub- 
je£ls,  to  divert  the  rifing  talents  of 
the  land  from  conflitutional  pur¬ 
fuits,  to  wound  in  the  mind  of  his 
Majefly’s  Roman  Catholic  fubjedls 
the  hopes  of  many,  and  to  reprefs 
the  liberal  ambition  of  all. 

44  Far  be  it  from  your  Excel¬ 
lency’s  Memorialifls  to  flipulate 
with  their  country  at  a  crilis  of  e- 
mergency,  or  to  entertain  an  opi¬ 
nion  that  their  political  fituation 
fliould  be  the  meafure  of  their  du¬ 
ties,  or  certain  privileges  the  price 
of  their  exertions.  Should  it.  again 
K  *  become 
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become  necetfary,  they  are  ready 
again  to  unite  with  their  fellow-fub- 
jefts  in  refitting  the  intrufion  of  an 
enemy,  who  feeks,  under  intieious 
pretences  to  febvert  the  happinefs 
of  Ireland.  They  do  not  with  to 
diftraft  the  public  councils  whilft 
occupied  in  providing  for  the  gene¬ 
ral  fafety: — a  momentous  care,  to 
which  ail  others  ftiould  be  held  lub- 
.  ordinate. 

T  To  that  general  fafety,  more 
than  to  the  attainment  of  political 
privilege,  your  Memorialifts  look  as 
their  chief  motive  for  {’eliciting  your 
Excellency’s  attention  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  moment,  and  humbly  conceive 
that  they  cannot  too  ftrongly  prefs 
upon  your  Excellency’s  confidera- 
tion,  that  no  meafure  can  fo  evi¬ 
dently  tend  to  infure  it,  as  that 
which  removes  from  the  minds  of 
the  great  body  of  the  people  every 
impreffion  of  diftruft  and  jealouly 
arifing  from  exclufive  reftriftions; 
which  impreffion  they  mu  ft  conti¬ 
nue  to  feel  as  long  as  any  clafs  of 
thofe  who  profefs  with  them  the 
Toman  Catholic  religion,  remain 
on  that  account  the  object  of  any 
penal  ftatute. 

.  66  Your  Memorialifts  fubmit  that 
the  removal  of  fuch  impreffion 
would  in  a  very  high  degree  tend 
to  produce  that  general  ardour  and 
enthufiafm  in  the  public  caufe,  to 
which  alone,  in  the  pretent  alarm¬ 
ing  ftate  of  things,  this  kingdom  can 
rationally  look  for  its  fafety  and 
prefervation.  Under  this  convic¬ 
tion,  they  truft  it  will  not  be  deem¬ 
ed  at  this  moment  unfeafonable  to 
folicit,  in  their  own  and  hheir  coun- 
•  try’s  behalf,  the  attention  of  his 
Majefty’s  government,  and  to  ex¬ 
press  a  hope,  that  for  the  common 
benefit,  and  through  the  favourable 
reprefentation  of  your  Excellency, 
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your  Memorialifts  may  again  be  in¬ 
debted  to  the  benignity  of  their 
Prince,  and  again  experience  the 
liberality  of  parliament,  in  a  repeal 
of  the  remaining  laws  which  ex¬ 
clude  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire¬ 
land  from  the  political  immunities 
enjoyed  by  their  fellow -fubj efts. 

“  And  your  Memorialifts,”  &c. 


Trial  of  Mrs.  Plnfioe,  for  the  Murder  of 
Mary  Cox. 

ARY  Benfon,  otherwife  Ma¬ 
ria  Therefa  Phipoe,  was  in¬ 
dicated  at  the  Old  Bailey,  for  the 
wilful  murder  of  Mary  Cox,  by 
giving  her  a  wound  on  the  throat, 
and  in  Several  parts  of  the  body, 
with  a  clafp -knife,  on  the  25th  of 
Qftober  lait ;  of  which  wounds  the 
langui tired  and  died.  Theprifoner 
retided  in  Garden-ftreet,  Shadwell : 
the  was  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  deceafed,  and  they  frequently 
vifited  each  other.  On  Wednes¬ 
day,  Oftober25,  the  deceafed  came 
to  the  lodging  of  the  pritoner,  and 
was  {hewn  up  to  her  apartments, 
which  were  on  the  ftrft  floor.  Soon 
after  the  deceafed  came,  the  prifo- 
ner  came  down  to  the  miftrefs  of 
the  houfe  (a  Mrs.  Munday)  and 

•  gave  her  a  guinea,  and  reqijefted 
file  wouldjauy  half  a  pint  of  bran¬ 
dy  forffier.  She  did  fo;  but  when 
the  returned  with  the  liquor  and 
the  change,  the  found  the  prifo* * 
net’s  room-door  locked.  When 
the  prifoner  heard  that  Mrs.  Mun¬ 
day  had  returned  with  the  liquor, 
file  called  out  that  the  was  not  then 
ready  for  it;  but  that  the  would 
come  down  for  it  when  file  tliould 
be.  Immediately -after  this,  Mrs. 
Munday  heard  a  noife  of  a  violent 
fcuftle  in  the  prifoner’s  room,  and 

a  found 
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a  found  from  thence  like  a  perfon 
groaning  with  great  pain.  This 
frightened  her  very  much :  fhe 
ran  out,  alarmed  the  neighbours, 
and  brought  in  two  women  with 
her,  a  Mrs.  Macdonald  and  a  Mrs. 
Eyles.  They  proceeded  up  flairs, 
and  defired  to  be  admitted.  The 
groaning  was  ftill  heard,  but  faint¬ 
ly  ;  and  the  prifoner  was  heard  to 
fay,  “  Jefus  Chrift  !”  On  their 
enquiry  what  was  the  matter,  the 
prifoner  called  out,  “  The  woman 
was  in  a  fit;  but  file  is  recovered, 
and  I  am  rubbing  her  by  the  fire.” 
They  defired  the  door  might  be 
unlocked;  on  which  the  prifoner 
opened  it,  and  faid,  Mrs.  Munday 
might  come  in,  but  nobody  elfe ; 
at  the  fame  time  fhe  defired  that  a 
doCtor  might  be  fent  for;  on  which 
Mrs.  Munday  went  out  for  one. 
The  door  remaining  a-jar,  Mrs. 
Macdonald  pirfhed  it  open,  and 
went  in;  when  the  firft  thing  that 
ftruck  her  was  the  appearance  of 
the  deceafed,  fitting  on  the  ground, 
‘‘bleeding  like  an  ox,”  and  hold¬ 
ing  up  her  handkerchief  to  the 
wound  on  her  throat.  She  ex¬ 
claimed,  “  What  have  you  been 
about,  Mrs.  Benfon?  has  the  Lord 
left  you  ?  On  which  the  prifoner 
held  up  her  finger,  and  faid,  “  Look 
at  my  finger!”  and  was  proceed¬ 
ing  to  tell  fomething  about  the 
tranfaflion,  when  the  witnefs,  ter¬ 
rified  atthofe  fliocking  appearances, 
ran  down  flairs  into  the  paffage. 
She  had  not  been  lono-  there  when 

O 

file  faw  the  deceafed  come  down 
flairs,  all  over  blood,  and  go  into 
the  kitchen ;  the  prifoner  went  after 
her,  and  feemed  to  be  affifling  her 
to  walk.  About  this  period  Mrs. 
Munday,  two  women,  two  parifh 
Beadles,  and  foon  after  a  furgeon, 
came  in.  The  deceafed  was  in  the 
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kitchen  at  this  time,  and  the  prifo¬ 
ner  had  withdrawn  to  her  room. 
They  defcribed  her  as  fitting  on  a 
Chair  when  they  faw  her,  fupport- 
ing  her  bead  with  one  hand,  and 
unable  to  fpeak.  She  was  terribly 
cut  and  mangled,  and  very  bloody. 
One  of  the  beadles  was  particularly 
attentive  to  her.  She  by  figns  re¬ 
queued  him  to  put  his  hands  into 
her  pocket.  He  took  a  watch  out 
of  it,  which  flie  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  defired  he  would  take  care,  of. 
She  was  afked  whether  it  was  the 
woman  above  flairs  (meaning  the 
prifoner)  that  had  ufed  her  fo  ? 
Her  motions  were  fiich  as  appeared 
to  indicate  an  affirmative  anfwer. 
To  the  queflion,  if  fhe  had  cut  off 
the  prifoner’s  finger,  the  anfwer 
was  in  the  negative.  The  furgeon 
defcribed  her  to  have  received  fe- 
veral  wounds,  any  tingle  one  of 
which  was  fufficient  to  kill  her. 
She  was  fhortly  after  taken  to  the 
London  hofpital.  The  attention 
of  the  parties  was  then  directed  to¬ 
wards  the  prifoner.  She  was  up 
flairs.  Dunbar,  among  others, 
went  up.  He  afked  her  how  fhe 
came  to  ufe  the  poor  woman  fo  ? 
To  which  fhe  replied,  “  I  believe 
the  Devil  and  my  paffion  bewitched 
me.”  Lie  perceived  a  cafe-knife 
lying  on  the  table,  which  was 
bloody  ;  he  afked  her  if  it  was  with 
that  file  had  wounded  the  deceafed  ? 
She  anfwered  in  the  affirmative. 
With  refpefl  to  the  cutting  off  her 
finger,  which  then  lay  upon  the  ta¬ 
ble,  file  faid  it  was  cut  off  by  Mrs. 
Cox,  the  deceafed.  Lie  then,  by 
her  directions,  took  charge  of. feme 
money  and  notes,  which  file  had  a- 
bout  her,  and  in  the  apartment.  She 
was  foon  after  alfo  taken  to  the 
London  hofpital.  At  this  place  fhe 
was  fearched,  when  a  clafped  knife, 
2  with 
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with  a  fiiarp  pointed  blade  of  about 
four  inches  long,  was  found  infide 
her  Hays,  which  was  all  over  bloody. 
She  expreffed  an  unwillingnefs  to 
be  fearched.  Her  behaviour  fub- 
fequently  at  the  hofpital  was  fuch 
es  to  render  the  difcipline  of  the 
Hrait  waiffcoat  neceiTary.  The 
furgeon  above  mentioned  examined 
the  prifoner’s  hand  and  fingers.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  the  finger  could 
not  be  cut  off  in  fighting  or  ffrug- 
gling  with  another  perfon,  becaufe 
it  appeared  to  be  regularly  chopped 
off,  as  if  laid  fairly  on  a  block.  The 
part  and  the  bone  was  cut  Hraight 
through,  and  not  in  the  lead:  hack¬ 
ed  or  mangled.  He  obferved  that 
the  deceafed,  at  the  time  Hie  was 
fpoken  to  in  the  kitchen,  appeared 
to  be  perfectly  collected,  although 
unable  to  fpeak.  The  deceafed  di- 
od  in  the  London  hofpital,  after 
languifliing  a  fliort  time.  One  of 
the  furgeons  appeared,  who  had  no 
doubt  of  the  wounds  die  received 
being  the  caufe  of  her  death.  And 
the  magiftrate,  who  attended  to 
take  her  depofitions  at  the  hofpital, 
which  were  given  in  the  prefence 
of  the  prifoner,  ftated  that  flie  was 
very  fenfible  and  collected,  and  at 
the  fame  time  convinced  of  her  ap¬ 
proaching  diffolution.  Thefe  exa¬ 
minations  were  read  by  the  clerk  of 
the  court,  and  fiated,  in  fubflance, 
that  the  deceafed  went  to  the  prifo¬ 
ner’s  apartments  in  confequence  of 
her  own  appointment.  They  were 
in  treaty  for  fome  articles,  as  a  gold 
watch,  fome  linen,  china,  &c.  For 
thefe  fhe  paid  her  111.  Some  cof¬ 
fee-cups  lay  on  the  mantle-piece ; 
the  deceafed  afked  for  one  of  them ; 
the  prifoner  defired  her  to  take  it 
off;  but  while  fhe  was  doing  this, 
the  prifoner  ran  to  her  and  ftabbed 
her  in  the  throat  with  a  knife ;  fhe 
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then  got  her  down  on  the  bed  ;  Hie 
gave  her  a  great  number  of  wounds^ 
and  faid,  “  You  bitch,  I  will  kill 
you  out,  you  fliall  not  be  able  to  tell 
your  own  Hory.”  The  depofitions 
were  regularly  figned  and  aiteffed. 
The  evidence  for  the  profecution 
was  materially  to  the  above  effedh 
The  prifoner,  in  her  defence,  en¬ 
tered  into  a  long  detail  of  circum- 
Hances,  which  Hie  folemnly  averred 
had  taken  place,  and  which  gave 
rife  to  the  cataffrophe.  After  Hat¬ 
ing  the  particulars  of  the  treaty  they 
were  engaged  in  for  the  watch,  &c. 
Hie  faid  they  differed  materially  as 
to  terms.  This  gave  rife  to  an  al¬ 
tercation,  which  the  deceafed  ter¬ 
minated  by  faying,  a  I  fuppofe  you 
want  the  money  to  go  to  London  to 
be  Courtois’s  whore  again,  as  was 
proved  at  the  Old  Bailey.”  The 
prifoner  anfwered,  It  was  a  damned 
lie  :  upon  which  very  warm  lan¬ 
guage  enfu-ed.  In  the  end,  the  de¬ 
ceafed,  Hie  faid,  fnatched  up  a  green 
handled  knife,  and  cut  off  her  fore¬ 
finger.  She  was  immediately  co¬ 
vered  with  blood ;  fhe  faw  her  fin¬ 
ger  lying  on  the  ground,  and  her 
pafiion  fo  far  maffered  her  that  Hie 
knew  not  what  fhe  did  ;  Hie  might 
have  attacked  the  deceafed,  but  her 
tremor  and  confuHon  were  fo  great 
that  fhe  had  not  the  leafl  recollec¬ 
tion  of  what  Hie  did  at  the  moment. 
The  firH  thing  fhe  could  recoiled 
was,  that  fomebody  put  fome  liquor 
down  her  throat;  fhe  then  heard  a 
cry  of  murder :  fhe  was  foon  after 
feized  and  fearched,  and  taken  to 
the  hofpital.  Belides  the  finger  be¬ 
ing  cut  off,  fhe  had  feveral  cuts  in 
her  arm.-— The  remainder  of  the 
defence  related  to  her  treatment  at 
the  hofpital,  and  her  exchanging 
forgivenefs  with  the  deceafed.  1  his 
addreis  was  of  confiderable  length, 
1  and 
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&nd  fpoken  with  a  great  deal  of  eafe  bout  twenty  minutes,  and  at  their 
and  colle&ednefs.  She  called  feve-  return  found  her  Guilty.  After  a 
ral  times  on  the  Supreme  Being  to  fliort  interval,  Mr.  Baron  Perryn 
witnefs  the  truth  of  what  the  had  proceeded  to  pafs  the  awful  fentence 
related.  The  evidence  being  con-  of  the  law  upon  the  unhappy  wo- 
cluded,  Mr.  Baron  Perryn  entered  man.  He  prefaced  it  by  fimplyob- 
on  his  charge  to  the  jury,  which  con-  ferving  that  fhe  was  convicted  upon 
fitted  chiefly  of  a  fummary  of  the  e-  very  ftrong  evidence— he  had  no 
vidence  on  both  tides ;  and,  from  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  the  ver- 
the  general  drift  of  his  obfervations  did — it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
throughout  the  charge,  his  Lord-  had  barbaroutly  murdered  her 
flip  teemed  to  think  that  the  plea  friend,  and  a  woman  with  whom, 
of  infanity  could  not  avail  the  pri-  the  had  always  been  on  the  belt 
foner ;  the  had  exhibited  no  marks  terms.  The  fentence  was  then 
of  it,  as  appeared  by  the  evidence,  patted  in  the  ufual  form,  fixing  thm 
at  any  period  during  the  whole  tran-  next  Monday  for  its  execution ;  af- 
fa&ionj  and  under  this  impreffion  ter  which  the  body  to  be  given  to 
he  feemed  to  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  furgeons  for  ditledion.  The 
her  guilt.  On  the  prifoner’s  de-  unhappy  Mrs.  Benfon  heard  the 
fence  they  were  to  exercife  their  fentence  with  the  utmoft  compo- 
judgment,  and  to  contider,  in  com-  fure,  not  to  fay  indifference ;  in- 
paring  it  with  the  general  tenor  of  deed  the  feemed  rather  hardened, 
the  evidence,  if  it  could  be  found-  and  expreffed  tome  language  re¬ 
ed  in  truth.  Whatever  doubts  they  fpeftiiig  the  decifion  of  the  court" 
might  entertain,  they  would  of  which  we  feel  ourfelves  notwar- 
courfe.give  the  prifonerthe  benefit  ranted  in,  reciting.  She  was  exe- 
of  them.  The  jury  retired  for  a-  cuted  on  the  Monday  following. 
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An  Account  of  the  net  Produce  of  the  Taxes  for  one  Year  ending  the  5  th  of  July , 
1797,  difinguifhing  die  Duties  imjiofed  in  1793,  1794,  1793,  1796,  and  1797. 
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0 

12,000 

0 

0 

150,901 

14 

47,577 

18 

2i 

342,518 

13 

If 

159,927 

1 

7  A 

3,833 

19 

7  X 

9,862 

5 

.  00 

0 

O 

14 

8 

6* 

723 

1  1 

6 

3 

15 

o  . 

1244 

4 

rj 

$ 

00 

0 

6 

-  _  6 

13 

4 

108,635 

rt 

It 

96,239 

9 

*4- 

1,721 

8 

8 

L.  1,904,330 

14 

pro  anno  1794. 

L. 

s . 

A 

-  242,262 

3 

•3X. 
'3  2 

16,838 

1 

—  <** 

4 

218,058  0  Q 


Sugar  1791 
Game  Duty 


Carried  over  259,100  4-  7~? 

Fills 
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L. 

s. 

d. 

Brought over  259,100 

0 

0 

Bills  and  Receipts 

3  8j*245 

3 

9 

101.  per  cent. 

105,218 

10 

6! 

Britilh  Spirits  1794 

66,87  1 

0 

0 

Foreign  ditto 

148, 2S8 

0 

0 

Spirit  Licences 

Glafs 

43,685 

0 

0 

Bricks  and  Tiles, 

(Cuftoms)  -  295  17 

Ditto  (Excife)  60,140  0  0 

Paper  Excife  -  77,096  0  0 

Ditto*  Cuftoms  -  5,981  15  10 

Slates  -  16,603  13  4 

Attornies  Articles  17,630  2  9 


839,159 

8V 

H 

Duties  pro  anno  1795. 

Britilh  Spirits 

66,630 

0 

0 

Foreign  ditto 

148,192 

0 

0 

Wine 

285,830 

0 

0 

Sweets 

5,759 

0 

0 

Cocoa 

21,029 

0 

0 

Stamps 

47,539 

13 

7 

Ship  Policies 

96,884 

4 

1 

Hair  Powder  Cer- 

tificates 

191,476 

3 

0 

Receipts 

6,925 

6 

1 

Fruits 

126,527 

•9 

8 

Tea 

197,398 

0 

0 

Coals 

25,066 

0 

2| 

Produced  by  the 

reftridtion  on 

franking 

40,000 

0 

0 

1,259,256 

16 

nZ 

1 2 

Duties pro  anno  1796. 

Horfes 

45,795 

0 

0 

Tobacco 

164,063 

0 

0 

Horfe  Dealers  Li- 

cences 

1,032 

12 

0 

Wines  (Excife) 

198,829 

0 

0 

Wines  (Cuftoms)  22 1 ,7  1 3 

0 

si 

Sweets 

5,011 

0 

0 

Legacies 

Carried  forward  656*44.3  12  3§ 


l. 

d. 

Brought  forward  636,443 

12 

Flats 

22,529 

9 

0 

Two  Shillings  ad- 

ditional  duty  on 

Horfes 

59,590 

0 

0 

Dogs 

36,265 

0 

0 

lOl.  per  cent. 

84,959 

15 

10 

Saved  by  reducing 

the  Allowance 

for  Wafte  on 

Salt 

32,000 

0 

0 

Reduction  on  the 

Drawbacks  on 

the  Exportation 

of  Sugar 

116,676 

5 

8 

997,464 

2 

9l 

ma 

Duties  pro  anno  1797. 

Britifh  Spirits 

55,297 

0 

0 

Foreign  ditto  - 

45,864 

0 

0 

Auctions 

1 1,637 

0 

0 

Deeds 

35,828 

0 

0 

Cocoa 

1,965 

0 

0 

51.  per  cent 

500 

0 

6 

Stage  Coaches 

13,953 

0 

0 

Sugar 

29,747 

5 

6* 

Bricks 

271 

0 

0 

Tea 

117,319 

0 

0 

312,431 

6 

0| 

Totals . 

Total  Cuftoms, 

Excife,  and 

Stamps  11,203,983 

0 

i| 

Ditto  Incidents  1,904,330 

14 

Ditto  Duties  pro 

anno  1793 

218,058 

0 

0 

Ditto  ditto  1794 

839,159 

8 

41 

Ditto  ditto  1795  1,259,256 

16 

7  X 
1  a 

Ditto  ditto  1796 

997,464 

2 

H 

Ditto  ditto  1797 

312,431 

6 

4 

16,731,683  8  3j 


James  Fisher. 
Exchequer,  July  1  3  th,  1797. 

To 


THE  CHRONICLE. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Knights ,  Citizens , 
and  BurgeJJes ,  /»  Parliament  ajfem- 
bkd. 

An  Account  of  the  Number  <f  Perfons  who 
fay  AJfeJJed  Taxes ;  dijlinguijhing  the 
fame  into  Clajfes ,  according  to  die 
Amount ,  from  Six  Shillings  to  Four 
'  Hundred  Pounds  and  upwards , 
finally. 

Under  6s.  190,122 


6s.  and  under  10s. 

129,563 

10s. 

15s. 

57,7 16 

15s. 

11. 

40,218 

11. 

11.  5s. 

33,055 

11.  5s. 

11.  10s. 

32,064 

11.  10s, 

11.  15s. 

28,283 

11.  15s. 

2h 

24,171 

21. 

2h  5s. 

22,060 

21.  5s. 

2h  10s. 

17,45 1 

21.  10s. 

21.  15s. 

16,517 

21.  15s. 

31 

15,563 

31. 

3h  10s. 

25,846 

31.  10s. 

4h 

18,856 

41. 

4h  10s. 

16,753 

43.  10s. 

51. 

13,881 

'  5L 

61. 

22,220 

61. 

71. 

15,468 

71. 

8h 

10,500 

8h 

91. 

8,164 

91. 

101. 

7,378 

101. 

321.  10s. 

12,712 

121.  10s. 

151. 

7,991 

:.5l. 

371.  10s. 

5,035 

171.  10s. 

2ph 

3,389 

201. 

25 1. 

4,21 1 

251. 

3  Oh 

3,417 

3  Oh 

351. 

2,544 

351. 

401. 

1,701 

40i. 

451. 

1,106 

45 1. 

501. 

807 

5  Oh 

601, 

1,006 

60 1. 

701. 

704 

701. 

803. 

382 

8  Oh 

9  Oh 

268 

90l. 

1001. 

193 

IQ  Oh 

3  50l. 

318 

*iQh 

2001. 

111 

2001.  and  under  2501.  38 

2501.  3001.  13 

3001.  3501.  2 

3501.  4001.  4 

4001.  and  upwards  2 


Total  number  of  perfons  1  „Q1  Qna 
paying  AiTefied  Taxes  j  5  ^ 

Charles  Dering. 
Barne  Barne. 

Edw.  Medows. 

H.  Hay  ES. 

Office  for  Taxes , 

28 th  of  November ,  1797. 

J.  Hunter. 


.//»  Account  of  the  Amount  of  the  Bills 
accented  by  the  Treafury  during  th$ 
Year  1796,  and  by  whom  drawn . 

BY  the  commiffioners  at 
the  Windward  and  Lee¬ 
ward  Wands  -  L.  723,384 
From  St.  Domingo  -  2,211,068 

FromCorfica  and  the  Me¬ 
diterranean  -  435,366 

From  Jerfey,  Guernfey, 

and  Alderney  -  60,179 

From  Saint  Vincent  and 

Grenada  -  74,159 

From  the  continent,  by 
Commiflary  -  General 
Brook  Watfon’s  de¬ 
puties  -  187,631 

By  S.  Drewry,  deputy 
commiflary  to  the  army, 
under  the  command  of 
General  Doyle  -  16,93(3 

By  Colonel Nelbit,infpec- 
tor  general  of  foreign 
corps  -  187,113 

By  Colonel  Crawford,  on 
account  of  the  Prince  of 
Conde’s  army  -  351, 89Q 

By  Claude  Scott  for  wheat  2 1 1,673 
On  Claude  Scott  for  wheat  1 47,862 
By  Me  firs.  Boyd,  Benfieki, 
and  Co.  -  423,878 

Carried  over  »  X,  5,031,133 


APPENDIX  TO 


160 


Brought  over  L.  5,031,133 
By  the  Imperial  Bank  1 00,000 
Mifcellaneous,  including 
Governor’s  allowances 
paid  to  Toulonefe,  &c.  219,373 

Total  -  L.  5,350,506 


Amount  of  the  Sums  [laid. during  the  Year 
ending  the  5th  of  January ,  17  97 ,  from 
the  Revenue  of  Cufoms ,  on  account  of 
Bounties  for  Corn  imported,  or  Bounties 
>•  raifng  Seamen. 

L  s.  d. 

Bounties  on  corn 

imported  573,410  4  9f 


L.  S.  et\ 

Bounties  for  railing 

feamen  -  23,648  16 

Thomas  Irving, 
Infpedtor  General  of  the  Imports 
and  Exports  of  Great  Britain. 
March  3d,  1797. 


[  The  Tirft  Be  fort  from  the  Committee  aji- 
fiointed  to  take  into  Conf  deration  the 
Means  of  pomoting  the  Cultivation  and 
Improvement  of  the  IVafie ,  Uninclofed, 
and  Unproduflive  Lands ,  and  the  Com¬ 
mon  Arable,  Meadow ,  and  Bafure 
Lands ,  will  be  found  under  the  head 
of  Ufeful  Projects,  in  this  volume. ] 


Statement  of  Services  and  Grants ,  made  out  from  the  Journals  of  Parliament,  front 

the  Year  1722  to  1797. 


Years. 

Total  Services. 

Total  Grants. 

Deficiency  of  Grants. 

Overplu  s. 

1. 

s. 

d. 

1. 

s. 

d. 

1. 

s. 

d. 

1. 

s. 

1722 

2,666,295 

9 

1 

2,600,872 

*3 

3 

65,422  15 

9 

_  * 

1723 

1,926,551 

16 

11 

1,869,220 

5 

2 

57,33* 

1 1 

8 

1724 

1,918,092 

18 

4 

1,778,859 

2 

7 

*39, *33 

*5 

8  . 

1725 

2,094,132 

8 

11 

*,748,543 

6 

3 

345,589 

2 

8 

1726 

3,409,696 

1 

2 

3,257,046- 

*3 

8 

160,306 

*7 

5 

J727 

3,444,8 1 3 

*3 

8 

3,139,068 

*5 

5 

3°5,749 

18 

2 

1728 

4,618,947 

6 

7 

4,5*5,757 

*5 

0 

103,189 

11 

7 

1729 

3,654,798 

7 

1 

3,5*9,35* 

6 

10 

115,446 

0 

3 

3  73° 

2,655,462 

8 

6 

2,521,149 

*4 

0 

134,312 

*4 

6 

*73 1 

2,902,985 

*5 

11 

3,007,815 

18 

4 

104,83® 

& 

*73* 

2,002,242 

11 

9 

1,880,847 

8 

5 

*21,395 

3 

4 

*733 

2,075,307 

0 

11 

1,787,963 

*5 

10 

287,343 

5 

1 

*734 

4,014,768 

6 

2 

3,978,362 

IO  : 

10 

36,405 

*5 

4 

s. 

1  * 

*735 

3,280,262 

2 

8 

3, *59, *65  *3 

0 

21,096 

9 

8 

h 

1736 

2,417,908 

11 

5 

*,355,5a7 

7 

ii 

62,401 

3 

6 

*737 

3,283,882 

11 

2 

3, *55, 561 

6 

3 

28,321 

4 

11 

1738 

3,432,717 

*9 

7 

3,552,169  *7 

4 

1*9,45* 

17 

? 

*739 

2,787,729 

9 

10 

2,876,45* 

*7 

9 

r  1 

88,722 

7 

10 

1740 

4,024,560  17 

9 

4,064,149 

8 

7 

39,588 

10 

10 

X741 

5,267,030 

7 

5 

5,003,298 

9 

10 

263,731 

17 

7 

1742 

6,i37,507 

17 

6 

6,150,000 

0 

O 

12,492 

2 

5 

*743 

6,181,026 

6 

10 

6,061,092 

2 

5 

119,934 

4 

4 

*744 

6,763,421 

18 

3 

6,586,000 

0 

0 

177,421 

18 

3 

*745 

6, 583, *94 

16 

6 

6, 57*, *44 

*3 

8 

11,950 

2 

9 

3746 

7,385,378 

4 

7 

7,250,000 

0 

0 

*35,378 

4 

7 

«747 

9,934,336 

17 

9 

9,362,508, 19 

2 

571,827 

*8 

7 

1743 

10,620,186 

9 

6 

10,050,000 

0 

0 

570,186 

9 

6 

1749 

5> *25,736 

5. 

3 

4,750,000 

0 

0 

375,736 

5 

3 

*75° 

4,334,324 

*9 

3 

4,268,526 

10 

3 

65,797 

8 

11 

*75* 

6,194,793 

1 

6 

6,140,041 

16 

1, 

54,75* 

5 

5 

1752 

4,13^964 

10 

II 

4,150,000 

0 

0 

18,035 

9 

• 

*".*753 

2,414,973 

*4 

1 

2,422,911 

8 

4 

7,937 

*4 

2 

'*754 

2,54!, °°6 

I 

II 

*,544,348 

1 

1 

3,34* 

*9 

2 

THE 

CHRONIC 
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l6l 

Ye  aft. 

Tot  al  Services. 

Total  Grants. 

Deficiency  of  Grants. 

Overplus. 

I.4  s. 

d' 

1. 

s. 

d. 

1. 

S. 

d. 

L 

s. 

d. 

4,241,004  16 

4 

4,237,966 

9 

5 

LhX 

0 

u* 

00 

6 

10 

1756 

6,936,496  18 

1 1 

7,077,065 

4 

% 

■ — — - 

- - • 

140,568 

5 

z 

1757 

8,410,822  8 

6 

8,126,020 

7 

5 

284,802 

1 

0 

1758 

10,968,34.0  1 

I 

11,041,848 

5 

0 

73?3°8 

3 

10 

1759 

1 3, 1 08,55  5  1 

2 

i3>°33?385 

0 

11 

75^7° 

0 

3 

1760 

15,942,217  2 

8 

15,852,706 

9 

9 

89>5ro 

12 

1 1 

-  ) 

1761 

19,213,680  15 

5 

i9,i©i,o67 

TO 

0 

112,613 

5 

5 

l 

1762. 

18,62  3,046  11 

9 

18,617,895 

2 

8 

7>X5X 

9 

1 

1763 

10,246,609  9 

9 

10,117,120 

9 

6 

129,489 

0 

1764 

7,722,657  14 

7 

7>472>997 

9 

9 

249,660 

4 

10 

1765 

7*969>337  12 

2 

7,74<>2I3 

5 

0 

224,124 

7 

0 

1766 

8>729>334  *9 

3 

8,632,72° 

0 

8 

96,614 

18 

7 

1767 

9,108,310  2 

8 

8,801,725 

11 

3 

306,514 

ir 

4. 

1768 

8,923,185  17 

4 

8,779>6x4 

11 

1 

I43?57I 

6 

3 

1769 

7>3X7>?57  5 

3 

7,264,649  19 

9 

33>T°7 

3 

6 

1770 

7,856,929  16 

10 

7,946,588  13 

8 

89,658 

16 

9 

i77t 

8,111,277  13 

2 

8,081,912 

12 

11 

29,364 

0 

2 

i77s 

8,329,982  2 

9 

8,328,471 

2 

19 

1,510 

x9 

11 

1773 

6,018,583  12 

9 

6,145,565 

0 

2 

126,981 

.7 

5 

1774 

7,390,989  12 

8 

7,278.461 

TO 

3 

1 12,528 

2 

5 

1775 

7,123,75°  5 

7 

7,088,401 

13 

0 

37>348 

12 

7 

1776 

10,193,242  18 

'6 

10,133,954 

II 

4 

61,288 

7 

T 

1777 

x3>996,xo5  18 

9 

I3>957>6i2  x6 

2 

38>493 

2 

7 

1778 

15, 42^835  12 

7 

x5>355’°9x 

8 

3 

66,744 

4 

3 

l 

3779 

17,018,110  0 

10 

16,717,423 

c 

3 

300,687 

0 

7 

1780 

22,186,470  10 

9 

22,177,919 

2 

0 

8>55x 

8 

8 

1781 

25’373>524  10 

8 

25>353>857 

4 

9 

19,667 

5 

11 

1781 

24»527j775  11 

6 

24,245,273 

3 

4 

282,502 

8 

a. 

1783 

20,022,243  13 

19,985,428  18 

6 

36,8r4  15 

5 

1784 

12,449,019^  2 

5 

12-j^  I  1 80 

5 

11 

W  V  ^  I  V  I 

3 

5 

1785 

i°,332>228  2 

11 

10,205,089  19 

8 

127,138 

3 

2 

1786 

x3>575>742  11 

1 

X3>3?5>4X7 

1 1 

3 

240,324 

19 

10 

1787 

12,950,721  11 

0 

12,887,049 

12 

9 

63,671 

18 

1788 

12,666,412  13 

6 

I2»334?7^2  x5 

2 

331,649  18 

3 

1789 

l2>373»989  3 

5 

.  12,142,471 

0 

11 

231,517 

12 

z 

1790 

13,203,816  14 

4 

12,996,088 

11 

3 

207,728 

3 

1 

t 

1*791 

I5>314>599  11 

1 

14,877,608 

*3 

0 

436,990 

18 

0 

1792  ' 

12,179,428  12 

6 

ir,954,io3 

10 

2 

225?325 

2 

4 

1793 

x7,799>7l8  x5 

5 

I7>324>696 

1 

7 

475,022 

x3 

ID 

1794 

24,164,077  18 

9 

22,571,105 

3 

5 

1,592,972 

x5 

3 

1795 

32,751,496.  4 

1 

3°»4°3>54I 

*3 

4 

2,347,954 

io 

9 

1796 

32,101,454  9 

3 

32,530,000 

0 

0 

428,545 

10 

1797 

42,786,000  0 

0 

42,870,000 

9 

2 

84,000 

0 

L 
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Trincifmi  Public  Jltts  fio.JJed  in  the  Fhji  limited  time,  to  make  regulations 
ScJJion  of  the  1 8  th  'Parliament  of  Great  refpeHing  the  trade  to  and  from  the 
Britain.  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 


2 d  of  November,  1796. 

MALT  tax  aH. 

Land  tax  aft. 

AH  for  the  augmentation  of  the 
militia. 

Acts  for  railing  a  certain  number 
of  men,  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy 
and  army,  in  England  and  Scot¬ 
land. 

11  th  of  November. 

AH  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to 
raife  a  provihonal  force  of  cavalry 
to  be  embodied,  in  cafe  of  necefiity, 
for  the  defence  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

AH  for  granting  annuities  to  fatif- 
fy  Navy  and  Exchequer  bills. 

2  3 cl  of  December. 

AH  for  raifing  18,000,0001.  by 
way  of  annuities. 

AH  to  indemnify  fuch  perfons 
as  haA^e  omitted  to  qualify  themfelves 
for  offices  and  employments. 

AH  for  granting  additional  duties 
of  excife  on  auHions,  bricks,  cocoa- 
nuts,  Britiih  and  foreign  fpirits, 
and  tea. 

AH  for  granting  certain  duties  of 
cuftoms  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer¬ 
chandize,  imported  into,  exported 
from,  or  brought  or  carried  coaft- 
wife  into  Great  Britain. 

AH  for  granting  an  additional 
duty  on  ftage- coaches. 

AH  for  granting  certain  additi¬ 
onal  duties  on  diftilleries  in  Scot¬ 
land, 

28/v  of  December. 

AH  for  altering  rates  of  poft- 
age, 

AH  for  more  effeHually  fecuring 
Ham’,,  dt  ties  on  deeds. 

AH,  authorizing  his  Majefty  for  a 


3  d  of  Mi arch ,  1797. 

AH  to  remove  doubts  refpeHing 
promiftory  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  for  payment  of  fums  of 
money  under  live  pounds. 

AH  to  enable  the  Eaft  India 
Company  to  raife  money,  by  further 
increafing  their  capital  ftock. 


10 th  f  March. 

Mutiny  aH. 

AH  for  the  regulation  of  the  ma¬ 
rine  forces  while  on  ftiore. 

Militia  aH. 

AH  for  increafing  the  rates  of 
fubfiftence  to  be  paid  to  inn-keep¬ 
ers  and  others  on  quartering  fol- 
diers. 


3d  of  May. 

AH  for  confirming  and  continu¬ 
ing  for  a  limited  time  the  reftriHion 
on  payment  of  cafh  by  the  Bank. 

AH  for  increafing  the  feamens 
pay. 

AH  for  raifing  14,500,0001.  by 
way  of  annuities. 

2  5  th  of  May. 

AH  for  guaranteeing  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  dividends  on  a  loan  of 
1,600,0001.  to  the  Emperor  of  Ger¬ 
many,  and  the  regular  redemption  of 
the  capital  created  there  by  and,  for 
enabling  the  Bank  of  England  to  re¬ 
tain  the  fums  granted  for  repaying 
advances  made  by  them  to  the  public* 
and  for  other  purpofes. 

AH  for  granting  to  foreign  ftiips, 
put  under  his  Majefty’s  proteHion* 
the  privileges  of  prize  fihips  under 
certain  reftriHions ;  and  for  allow¬ 
ing  aliens  in  foreign  colonies,  fur- 
rendered  to  his  Majeftv,  to  exercife 
the  occupations  of  merchants  or 
factors, 

L  2  AH 
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Aft  for  the  better  prevention  and 
punifliment  of  attempts  to  feduce 
per  forts  lerving  in  his  M'ajefty’s  for¬ 
ces,  by  fea  or  land,  from  their  duty 
and  allegiance  to  his  Majefty,  or  to 
incite  them  to  mutiny  or  difobedi- 
ence. 

Aft  for  more  effeftually  regain¬ 
ing  intercourfe  with  the  crews  of 
certain  of  his  Majefty ’s  fhips  now 
in  a  hate  of  mutiny  and  rebellion. 

Aft  for  prohibiting  the  importa 
tion  of  cambrics  and  French  lawns 
into  the  kingdom,  not  being  of  the 
mamifafture  of  Ireland,  except  for 
-the  purpofe  of  being  warehoufed  for 
exportation. 

Aft  to  enable  the  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany  to  pay  the  expences  of  two 
regiments  of  infantry  to  be  railed 
for  the  defence  and  protection  of 
the  ho  life  and  warehouses  of  the  faid 
company,  and  for  fuch  public  fer- 
yices  as  are  mentioned  in  an  aft, 
34  Geo.  III. 

Aft  for  making  the  port  of  San 
Jofeph,  in  the  ifland  of  Trinidad,  a 
free  port. 

22 d  of  June,  1797. 

Aft  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  cer¬ 
tain  ftamp  duties  on  the  feveral  mat¬ 
ters  therein  mentioned,  and  for  bet¬ 
ter  fccurmg  the  duties  on  certificates 
to  be  taken  out  by  attornies. 

Aft  to  continue  the  alien  aft. 

4th  of  July. 

Aft  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  treaty  of  commerce,  amity,  and 
navigation,  concluded  between  his 
Majefty  and  the  United  States  of 
■  America. 

Scotch  militia  aft. 

Aft  for  regulating  the  flopping, 
and  carrying  off  flaves  in  Britiih 
veffels  front  the  coaft  of  Africa. 


1 9  th  of July. 

Afts  for  granting  additional  du¬ 
ties  on  inhabited  houfes,  horfes, 
male  fen- ants,  cuftoms,  and  deeds. 

Aft  for  granting  certain  duties  on 
clocks  and  watches. 

Infolvent  debtor  aft. 

Lottery  aft. 

Aft  for  granting  200,0001.  to¬ 
wards  the  reduftion  of  the  national 
debt. 

Aft  for  making  allowances  in 
certain  cafes  to  fubaltern  officers  of 
the  militia  in  time  of  peace. 

Aft  for  regulating  the  trade  to  be 
carried  on  with  the  Brilifh  poffef- 
fions  in  India,  by  the  fhips  of  na¬ 
tions  in  amity  with  his, Majefty. 

Aft  for  regulating  the  height 
between  decks  of  veffels  entered 
outwards  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying 
flaves  from  the  coaft  of  Africa. 

,  Aft  to  repeal  fo  much  of  an  aft, 
5th  Geo.  II.  as  makes  negroes  chat¬ 
tels  for  the  payment  of  debts. 

Aft  for  better  preventing  forgery 
in  transfers  of  flock  at  the  Bank  ojr 
India  Houfe. 

Aft  for  more  effeftually  prevent¬ 
ing  the  adminiftering  or  taking  of 
unlawful  oaths. 

Aft  to  make  perpetual  the  act  for 
preventing  the  committing  of  frauds 
by  bankrupts. 

Aft  to  prevent  the  counterfeit¬ 
ing  any  copper  coin, in  tills  realm, 
made  or  to  be  made  current  by 
proclamation,  or  any  foreign  gold 
or  filver  coin  ;  and  to  prevent  the 
bringing  into  this  realm  or  uttering 
any  counterfeit  foreign  gold  or  Gi¬ 
ver  coin. 

Aft  to  fhorten  the  time  now  rc 
quired  for  giving  notice  of  the  royal 
intention  of  his  Majefty,  his  heirs 
and  fucceffors,  that  the  parliament 
fhall  meet  and  be  holden  for  the 
difpatch  of  biffin  elk  and  more  effec¬ 
tually 
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tually  to  provide  for  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  in  the  cafe  of  a  demife 
of  the  crown. 

2Qth  of  July. 

Aft  for  granting  a  further  addi? 
tional  duty  on  horfes. 

Aft  to  enable  his  Majefty  more 
cafily  and  effectually  to  grant  con- 

4 


ditional  pardons  to  perfons  under 
fentence,  by  naval  courts  martial, 
and  to  regulate  imprifonment  under 
fucii  fentences. 

Aft  for  the  better  adminiftration  . 
of  juftice  at  Calcutta,  Madras,  arid 
Bombay  ;  and  for  preventing  Bri* 
tifn  fuhjefls  from  being  concerned 
in  loans  to  the  native  princes  in 
India. 


METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE 

For  the  Yetir  1797® 


Thermometer,  j  Barometer.  *  j  Mygrometer.  j  ~~  Raiii." 


1797 

Greateft  height. 

1 

Leaft  height. 

Mean  height. 

Greateft  height. 

Leaft  height. 

Mean  height. 

i  Greateft  height. 

r  & 

Lea  ft  height. 

Mean  height. 

Deg. 

Deg. 

Deg. 

Inches 

Inches 

* 

Inches 

Deg. 

Deg. 

Deg. 

85.1 

81.1 
7  6,6 

77.3 
75,1 
7  4,3 
74,6 
7  6,4 

79.3 

81.3 
35,0 
84,5 

Inches 

Jan. 

Feb. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Auguft 

Sept. 

Offob. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

49 

50 
54 
65 
78 
73 
84 
76 
69 
62 
57 
56 

25 

25 

29 
35 
40 
45 
55 
52 
45 
35 
27 

30 

37.7 
37,9 
40,2 

47 .8 

55.4 

58.6 

66.7 
62,6 

57.5 

49.6 
43,4 
43,0 

30,50 

30,62 

30,42 

30.13 
30,33 
30,29 
30,25 
30,18 

30.14 
30,31 
30,48 
30,46 

29,52 

29.37 
29,44 
29,10 

29.38 
29,36 
29,51 
29,48 
29,04 
29,05 
29,14 
29,07 

30,09 

30,31 

29,44 

29,77 

29,89 

29,86 

29,96 

29,87 

29,75 

29,83 

29,92 

29.80 

90' 
88 
86  ■ 

87 
90 
85 
83 

88 
90 

90 

91 
91 

6-9 

67 

60 

63 
61 

64 

64 
66 

65 
67 
73 
70 

0,960 
0,219 
0,777  j 
1,859 
1,436 
4/223 
1,288 
2,789 
4,661 

2,00! 

l  A  r  0 

JL4 1  j 

1,611 

Whole 

year 

50,0 

1 

29,92 

m 

79,2 

22,697  J 

*  The  quick  fiver  in  the  bafon  of  the  barometer  is  eighty-one  feet  s’.ove  the 
level  of  low  water  fpring- tides  at  Somerfet-houfe, 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament  for  the 

"Year  1707* 

NAVY. 

17  October ,  17  9  S'.  1.  s.  d. 

THAT  120,000  feamen  be  employed,  including 
20,000  marines. 

The  fum  for  maintaining  them,  including  ordnance 

for  fea  fervice  —  —  6,24-0,000  0  © 

3 1  October. 

Provifion  to  fatisfy  navy,  victualling,  and  tranfport 
bhls,  made  out  on  or  before  the  27th  of  October, 

1796,  amounting  to  L.  11,993,167  19^.  9 d. 

5  December. 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay  to  fea 

and  marine  officers  — - —  653,573  1  7 

For  buildings  and  repairs  of  fhips,  and  other  extra 

works  —  <—  768,100  0  0 

25  April,  1797. 

Towards  defraying  the  expences,  and  preventing  the 

increafe,  of  the  debt  of  the  navy  —  5,000,000  O  0 

8  May. 

To  defray  the  expence  to  be  incurred  by  an  increafe 
to  the  pay  of  the  feamen  and  marines,  and  by  the 
propoied  ifiue  of  full  allowance  of  provifions  472,000'  0  0 

13,033,673  1  7 


ARMY. 

24  Oaoher,  1796. 

That  60,765  men  be  employed  for  land  fervice, 
including  5,222  invalids. 


For 
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For  guards,  garrifons,  and  other  land  forces,  in  Great 
Britain,  Jerfey,  and  Guernfey  .  — *  t 

For  forces  in  the  plantations,  including  Gibralter, 

Corfica,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  New  South 

Wales  —  <  # 

For  difference  between  the  Britifh  and  Irifli  pay  of 
fix  regiments  of  foot  for  fervice  abroad  ^  ~— 

For  four  troops  of  dragoons,  and  nine  companies  of 
foot,  ftationed  in  Great  Britain,  for  recruiting  regi¬ 
ments  ferving  in  Eaft  India  — 

For  recruiting,  contingencies,  and  allowances,  for 
land  forces ;  and  extra  feed  for  the  cavalry 
For  general  and  ftaff  officers,  and  officers  of  hofpitals 

5  December* 

For  horfe  furniture,  clothing,  and  accoutrements, 
for  augmentation  to  forces  — 

For  allowances  to  feveral  reduced  officers  of  Britifh 

American  forces  -  s  — — 

Upon  account  of  reduced  officers  of  ditto 
For  allowances  to  reduced  horfe  guards  ^  " 

For  reduced  officers  of  land  forces  and  marines 
For  the  increafed  rates  of  fubfiltence  to  be  paid  to 
inn-keepers  and  others  on  quartering  foldiers 
For  full  pay  to  fupernumerary  officers  “* “ 

For  officers  late  in  the  fervice  of  the  States  Geneial 
For  allowances  to  the  paymafter  general  of  the  foices, 
fecretary  at  war,  &c.  &c.  - 

4  April,  1797. 

For  the  in  and  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  hofpital,  and 
the  expences  of  the  faid  hofpital  - 

Forpenfions  to  widows  of  commiffioned  officers 

6  April . 

To  defray  the  extraordinary  expences  of  the  army, 
from  25th  December  1795  to  6th  December  1796 

24  May. 

For  defraying  the  additional  charge  of  an  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  the  pay  and  allowances  of  his  Majefty  s 
land  forces  - - - *  —  ‘ 

26  June. 

To  defray  the  extraordinary  expences  of  the  at  my, 
from  7th  December  to  24th  December  1796 
To  defray  the  expence  of  extraordinary  fervices  in- 

curredj  and  not  paid  previous  to  5th  January  1  /  97  438,0 


E. 

V 

5  7 

/. 

S  0 

d« 

1,505,905 

1 

0 

1,411,231 

19 

M 

40,096 

9 

9 

13,335 

18 

0 

360,000 

0 

© 

94,195 

14 

0 

70,000 

0 

0 

7,500 

0 

0 

52,500 

0 

0 

125 

3 

4 

118,874 

16 

8 

1 80,000 

0 

0 

136,675 

14 

3 

1,000 

0 

0 

136,779 

17 

1 

47,165 

10 

u 

11,602 

7 

3 

2 

3,280,513 

13 

2 

224,000 

0 

0 

106,962  13  4 


0  0 


Carried  over  8,336,464  1  8  2 
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Brought  over  8,336,464  18  2 

Towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  fervices  of  the 

army  for  1797  - -  '  — —  4,000,000  0  0 

To  faiisfy  demands  outftanding  in  the  barrack  de¬ 
partment  — *—  - 

For  fupply  of  forage  to  the  troops,  and  other  expences 
attending  the  fervice  of  the  barrack  department  for 

1797  -  - - 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  certain  allowances  to  the 
fubaltern  officers,  adjutants,  and  quarter  matters  of 

the  land  forces  -  - 

For  foreign  corpus,  in  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain, 
for  1797  "  y  — -  - — 


288,000  0  0 


449,000  0  0 


60,000  0  0 


381,637  17  0 


13,515,102  15  2 


MILITIA  AND  FENCIBLE  CORPS. 

24  October ,  1796. 

For  the  embodied  militia  in  South  Britain,  and  corps 
of  fencibie  infantry  in  G  rest  Britain,  jerfey,  Guern- 


fey,  and  the  iflands  of  Scillv  and  Man  —  950,441 

For  contingencies  and  allowances  for  ditto  210,000 

For  clothing  for  the  embodied  militia  - -  1 12,8 1 1 

For  corps  of  fencibie  cavalry  - — —  397,734 

For  allowances  and  extra  feed  for  ditto  95,000 

17  December. 


Making  pro villon  for  pay  and  clothing  of  the  militia. 

24  December . 

On  account,  towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  pay 
and  clothing  of  the  militia  - —  177,000 

4  July,  1797. 

Making  provifion  for  allowances  to  fubaltern  officers 
of  militia,  in  time  of  peace. 

11  July. 

Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  clothing  and  ac¬ 
coutrements  for  fundry  corps  of  volunteer  cavalry  30,000 


3  6 
0  0 
0  0 

4  2 
0  0 


0  $ 


0  0 


ORDNANCE. 

5  December. 

For  ordnance  land  fervice,  for  1797  — 

Ditto,  not  provided  for  in  1795  • - 

Ditto,  fea  fervice,  not  provided  for  in  1795 
Ditto,  land  fervice,  not  provided  for  in  1796 


1,972,98  6 

7 

8 

1,009,024 

9 

2 

114,553 

19 

9 

74,830 

0 

3 

425,366 

10 

6 

Carried  forward  1,623,477  19  8 
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Brought  forward  1,623,774  19  2 

24  May,  1797. 

Towards  defraying  the  additional  charge  of  an  aug¬ 
mentation  of  the  pay  and  allowances  of  the  artillery 
and  military  artificers,  &c.  < — -  16,000  0  Q 

3  July, 

For  additional  pay  to  certain  officers  of  the  artillery 

and  engineers  — -  — -  3,281  11  4 


1,643,056  1  1  4 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 

5  December ,  1796. 

For  new  roads  of  communication,  and  building: 

bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  North  Britain  — 
For  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  Upper  Canada 
Ditto  of  Nova  Scotia  — —  ■  *— « 

Ditto  of  New  Brunfwick  — 

Ditto  of  St.  John’s  I  (land  — 

Ditto  of  the  Ifland  of  Cape  Breton  - . 

Ditto  of  Newfoundland  ,  — — « - - 

Ditto  of  the  Bahama  Iflands 


For  the  falary  of  the  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Bermu¬ 
das,  or  Somers  Iflands  — — — — 

Ditto  of  the  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Ifland  of  Domi¬ 
nica  — — - — .  — . 

For  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  New  South  Wales 

20  December. 

Upon  account,  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  make  tem¬ 
porary  advances,  by  way  of  loan,  for  the  fervice 
of  the  Emperor  - - -  — — 

22  December. 

To  make  good  money  ^ued  for  allowances  to 

American  fufferers  - 

For  relief  to  American  and  Eaft  Florida  fuf¬ 
ferers,  purfuant  to  a£t  30  Geo.  III. 

To  make  good  money  ifliied  for  his  Majefty ’s  fervice 
abroad  •— — -  - — * 

Ditto  for  relief  of  the  fuffering  clergy  and  laity  of 

France  — - —  - - 

Ditto  for  fixtures  at  the  houfe  of  the  Speaker  of  the 

Houfe  of  Commons  . - 

Ditto  to  continue  and  perfedt  the  Index  to  the  Journals 
of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  —  — 


4,500  0  0 
7,000  0  O 

5,915  0  0 
4,550  0  0 

1,900  0  0 
1,840  0  0 

1,232  10  0 

4,100  0  0 

580  0  0 

600  0  0 
5,523  10  0 


500,000  0  0 

11,500  0  0 

51,682  1 7  6 

71,43!  5  Ilf 

140,090  0  O 
681  16  3 

869  19  0 


Brought  over  814,095  18  8f 


17  o 


appendix  to 


/.  f.  d. 

Carried  over  814,095  18  8* 

To  make  good  money  iflued  to  Mr.  Campbell  for 

the  expence  of  convidfs  on  the  Thames  9,186  2  4 

Ditto  to  Mr.  Bradley,  for  ditto  in  Langftone 

and  Portfmouth  harbours  * —  13,492  2  11 

' 

To  make  good  money  iflued  purfuant  to  addreflcs, 

and  not  made  good  by  Parliament  —  28,263  1  6 


24  December. 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  iflue  the  like  fum  to  Com* 
miflioners,  to  be  advanced,  under  certain  regula¬ 
tions,  for  the  accommodation  of  perfons  connected 
with  and  trading  to  the  iflands  of  Grenada  and  St. 
Vincent  — 


600,000  0  0 


25  April ,  1797. 


To  make  good  money  iflued  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Cpmmiflioners  for  the  reduction  of  the  national 

debt  —  —  r  "T 

Ditto  for  a  clerk  to  fuperintend  the  oflice  for  Ameri¬ 


can  claims  — 

Ditto  for  relief  of  the  fuffering  clergy  and  laity  ot 

France  —  ’  ' 

To  make  good  money  iflued  to  Mr.  Campbed  tor 

the  expence  of  convicts  on  the  Thames 
Ditto  to  Mr.  Bradley,  for  ditto  in  Langftone  and 

Portfmouth  harbours  — 

For  defraying  the  expences  of  convicts  at  Home 

for  1797  —  . 

To  make  good  money  iflued  for  repairs  of  tue  1  leet 

prifon  - 

Ditto  for  repairs  of  the  King’s  Bench  prifon 
Ditto  towards  defraying  extraordinary  expences  in¬ 
curred  for  profecutions  relating  to  the  coin 
Ditto  in  confequence  of  the  expences  of  Mr.  Halt- 

ings’s  profecution  — -  - 

Ditto  for  the  falary  of  the  Chief  Juflice  of  New¬ 
foundland  - “  1 

Ditto  for  expences  on  account  of  the  fettlement  at 

Neve  South  Wales  .  , 

Ditto  for  expences  and  allowances  in  the  fuperintend- 

enCe  of  the  alien  aft  _  — -  * 

Ditto  for  his  Majefty’s  fecret  fervice  abroad 

For  fupporting  theBritifh  forts  and  feltlements  on  tne 

coafl  of  Africa  — ** 

For  the  Board  of  Agriculture  — — ‘ 

For  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences  for  profe¬ 
cutions  relating  to  the  coin,  for  1797  - 


796  19.  6 

110  0  0 

51,000  0  0 

3,033  4  0 

9,628  12  6 

32,000  0  0 

4,515  8  1 

5,672  3  3 

1,461  15  6 

2,806  8  0 

693  15  0 

31,825  14  1 

1,740  9  0 

1,345  19  3 

1 3,000  0  0 

3,000  0  0 

1,800  0  0 


t 


Carried  forward  1,609,467  13  8£ 
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Brought  forward  1,609,467  13  81- 

To wards  defraying  the  charge  of  printing  the  Jour¬ 
nals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  of  printing  and 
delivering  the  Votes,  and  of  printing  bills,  reports, 

and  other  papers,  for  1797  * - 

Ditto  of  the  fuperintendence  of  the  alien  aft  for  1797 
Towards  defraying  the  expences  of  the  fettlement  at 
New  South  Wales,  for  1797  — — 

Ditto  of  allowances  to  American  fufferers,  for  i797 


7,000  0  0 
2,000  0  0 

30,000  0  0 

46,120  0  0 


27  April. 

Upon  account,  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  make  a  tem¬ 
porary  advance,  by  way  of  loan,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  Emperor  —  —  200,000  0  0 

2  May. 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  make  advances,  by  way  of 

loan,  for  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor  ^  ^  1,880,000  0  0 

Provifion  for  guaranteeing  the  payment  of  the  divi¬ 
dends  on  a  loan  of  3,500,0001.  to  be  raifed  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Emperor. 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  make  remittances,  from 
time  t©  time,  to  be  applied  to  his  fervice  in  Ire¬ 
land,  on  provifion  being  made  by  the  parliament 
of  that  kingdom  for  defraying  the  intereft  and 
charges  of  a  loan  to  that  amount  *—  1,500,000  0  Q 


6  May. 

For  the  marriage  portion  of  the  Princefs  Royal 

18  May. 

To  pay  bills  drawn  on  and  accepted  by  the  Lords  of 
theTreafury  ■  ■  — 

26  June. 

Towards  the  relief  of  the  buffering  clergy  and  laity  of 
France,  for  1797  - 

For  his  Majefty’s  fecret  fervice  abroad  for  1797 

For  fupport  of  the  Veterinary  College  — 

13  Jdy. 

To  defray  the  burns  which  the  Commiffioners  under 
the  American  Treaty  have  awarded  to  be  paid  by 
the  Britifh  Government;  and  the  expences  attend¬ 
ing  the  faid  co munition  — 


80,000  0  0 


1,650,000  0  0 


180,000  0  0 
150,000  0  0 
1,500  0  0 


38,454  14  3J 


7,374,443  8  Of 


NATIONAL 


\ 


s.  cL 
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NATIONAL  DEBT. 

26  June  1797. 

To  (he  Rank  of  England,  to  be  by  them  placed  to 
the  account  of  the  Commiffioners  for  re&udtion  of 
the  national  debt  —  — 

EXCHEQUER  BILLS. 

31  Oficber,  1796. 

rrovifion  to  fatisfy  Exchequer  bills,  made  out  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  act  of  laid  feffion,  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to 
raife  the  mm  of  2,500,0001. 

25  April,  1797. 

For  paying  off  the  Exchequer  bills  Billed  purfuant  to 
the  laid  aft  — —  - 

Ditto  iffiied  on  the  credit  of  the  growing  produce  of 
the  confolidated  fund,  for  the  fervice  of  1796 

18  May. 

Towards  paying  off  the  Exchequer  bills  made  out  in 
purfuance  of  adf  of  lail  fetlion  for  granting  land  tax 
and  malt  duties  —  — 


DEFICIENCES. 

c  ; 

21  December,  1796 

♦ 

To  repay  to  the  Bank  of  England  the  iikefum  ad- 
vanced  by  them,  on  the  credit  of  the  growing  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  confolidated  fund,  for  the  fervice  of 


25  April,  1797. 

To  make  good  the  fum  of  3,500,0001.  charged  bvadt 
of  la  it  feffion  on  the  confolidated  fund,  for  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  1796  — - 


VOTE  OF  CREDIT. 

10  July,  1797. 

r  -  1  >  >  s 

To  enable  his  Majefty  to  afford  pecuniary  affifhmce 
to  the  Queen  of  Portugal,  and  to  defray  fuch  ex¬ 
traordinary  expences,  and  take  fuch  meafures  as 
the  exigency  of  affairs  may  require 


/.  s.  & b 

$00,000  0  0  . 


1,110,000  0  0 
,370,000  0  0 

833,000  0  0 

,313,000  0  0 


,054,000  0  0 

!,  177,000  .0  0 
1,231,000  0  9 


500,000  0  0 


Total  of  Supply  44,783,262  3  5| 
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Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  the  Supplies  for  1797. 
ANNUAL  GRANTS. 

20  O Holer,  1796.  /.  s.  /. 

For  continuing  the  duties  on  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and 

perry  - -  — —  750,000  0  O 

For  raifing  four  fhillings  in  the  pound  on  land,  &c.  2,000,000  0  q 

20  December . 

That  the  charge  of  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the  mili¬ 
tia  be  defrayed  out  of  the  land  tax. 

6  July,  1797. 

That  the  allowances  to  certain  fubaltern  officers  of 
the  militia  be  defrayed  out  of  the  fame. 


2,750,000  0  0 


EXTRAORDINARY  AIDS. 

1  November,  1796. 

For  granting  annuities  to  fatisfy  Navy,  Victualling, 
and  Transport  bills,  made  out  on  or  before  31ft  De¬ 
cember  1795. 

Dittomade  out  after  31ft  December  1795,  and  on  or 
before  30th  April  1796. 

Ditto  made  out  after  30th  April  1796,  and  on  or  be¬ 
fore  31ft  July  1796. 

Ditto  made  out  after  31ft  July  1796,  and  on  or  before 
27  th  October  1796. 

For  granting  annuities,  in  lieu  of  Exchequer  bills, 
made  out  purfuant  to  aft  of  laft  feffion  for  raifing 
2,500,0001.  thereby. 

1  December . 

For  applying  420,0001.  now  remaining  in  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  being  the  difpofeable  overplus  of  the  grants 
for  1796  — — -  - -  420,000  0  Q 

I  ' 

S  December. 

For  raifing  18,000,0001.  by  annuities  —  13,000,000  0  0 

22  December. 

Allowing  an  in J  •reft,  by  way  of  difeount,  to  perfons 
paying  in  the  whole  of  their  contribution  money 
towards  the  loan  of  1 8,000,0001. 


/ 


Carried  over  18,420,000  0  0 
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Brought  over  18,420,000  0  0 

27  Aprils  1797* 

For  railing  13,000,0001.  by  annuities  —  13,000,000  0  0 

2  May. 

That  the  contributors  to  the  loan  of  13,000,000,  who 
fhall  be  poiTelled  of  certain  Exchequer  bills,  may- 
pay  them  in  on  account  of  the  next  inftalment. 

That  the  contributors  to  the  loan  of  13,000,0001.  fhall 
be  allowed  intereft  for  proportional  parts  of  fums 
paid  in  advance  for  completing  any  inftalment. 

5  May. 

^or  railing  1,500,0001.  by  annuities  —  —  1,500,000  0  0 

18  May. 

That  the  contributors  to  the  loan  of  14,500,0001.  fhall 
make  their  future  payments  on  the  fum  of 
1,620,0001.  part  of  a  further  loan  of  3,500,0001.  on 
or  before  certain  days  fpecilied. 

I  June. 

For  granting  an  additional  annuity  to  the  contributors 
towards  the  loan  of  18,000,0001. 

6  July. 

For  railing  646,2501.  by  a  lottery  — —  646,250  0  O 

For  raifing  3,500,0001.  by  Exchequer  bills  3,500,000  0  0 

I I  July. 

For  applying  2,000,0001.  out  of  the  monies  that  fhall 

arife  of  the  furplus  of  the  confolidated  fund  2,000,000  0  0 

39,066,250  0  0 


Total  of  Ways  and  Means  41,816,250  0  0 


\ 


STATE 


f  '75  ] 


STATE  PAPERS 


Meffage  from  the  King  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ,  Feb .  27,  1797. 


7/  is  Motion  for  Peace, [inbli/hed  by  hhil 
with  the  following  Preface  : 


“  George  R. 


**  T  T^S  Majelly  thinks  it  proper 
n  to  communicate  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  without  delay, 
the  meaiure  adopted  to  obviate  the 
effects  which  might  be  occafioned 
by  the  unufual  demand  of  fpecie, 
fately  made  from  different  parts  of 
the  country,  on  the  metropolis. 

u  The  peculiar  nature  and  exi¬ 
gency  of  the  cafe  appeared  to  re¬ 
quire,  in  the  firft  inftance,  the  mea- 
fure  contained  in  the  order  of  coun¬ 
cil  which  his  Majefty  has  directed 
to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.  In 
recommending  this  important  fub- 
je6t  to  the  immediate  and  ferious 
attention  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
Lis  Majefty  relies  with  the  utmofl 
confidence  on  the  experienced  wif- 
dom  and  firmnefs  of  his  parliament, 
for  taking  fuch  rneafures  as  may  be 
beff  calculated  to  meet  any  tempo¬ 
rary  preffure;  and  to  call  forth,  in 
the  moft  effectual  manner,  the  ex¬ 
tern  five  refources  of  his  kingdoms 
in  fupport  of  their  public  and  com¬ 
mercial  credit,  and  in  defence  of 
their  dearefl  interefls.  G.  R.” 


Lord  Oxford's  Protefi 
Dec  if  on  of  ike  Houfe 


agamf  the 
cf  Lords  on 


Port  man  -  fquare ,  Mar.  2 7 , 1 7 97 . 

IT  was  my  intention  to  have  en¬ 
tered  my  protefi  on  the  journals 
of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  the  day  after 
I  moved  my  add  refs  to  his  Majefty 
for  peace,  and  for  that  purpofe  I 
went  to  the  clerk’s  office;  but,  to 
my  utter  furprife,  I  found  that  my 
addrefs  had  never  been  entered  up¬ 
on  the  Journals.  Upon  enquiry,  I 
was  informed  that  Lord  Kenyon  had 
taken  it  home  with  him.  I  wifh  at 
all  events  that  the  public  fhould  be 
in  poffeffion  of  my  protefi ;  and  I 
hereby  pledge  myfelf  to  my  coun¬ 
try  and  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  that 
I  will  this  day,  in  my  place  in  that 
Houfe,  demand  the  fullefl  repara¬ 
tion  for  this  infult,  offered  through 
me  to  the  whole  Houfe,  in  this  ille¬ 
gal  and  unprecedented  manner. 

Dissentient.  Firff,  Becaufe 
feeing  no  means  of  falvation  for 
this  country  but  by  an  immediate, 
fincere,  and  laffing  peace,  I  think 
the  addrefs  which  I  moved  March 
23,  1797,  calculated  to  produce  that 
happy  event;  and  that  a  refufal  to 
carry  that  addrefs  to  the  throne 
tends  to  a  continuation  of  this  cruel 
tv ar,.  which  I  hold  to  be  certain  and 
inevitable  ruin. 

Secondly,  Becaufe  a  Secretary  of 
State’s  moving,  That'  ari  addrefs  to 
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his  Majefty,  on  the  3'Oth  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1796,  fliould  be  read,  is  a  poor, 
weak,  and  rude  manner  (to  fay  no 
worfe  of  it)  of  anfvvering  the  argu¬ 
ments  advanced  in  my  addrefs. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  I  believe  that 
the  arguments  advanced  by  me, 
have  never  before  been  touched 
upon,  even  in  debate;  and  no  at¬ 
tempts  having  been  made  to  anfwer 
thole  arguments,  the  conclufion 
which  the  public  mu  ft  draw  from  it 
Is,  that  they  are  perfectly  unanswer¬ 
able. 

.  Fourthly,  Becaufe  it  was  my  fin- 
cere  with  that  the  eyes  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  fliould  be  opened  to  the  dan¬ 
gers  with  which  he  is  furrounded ; 
and  that  giving  peace  to  his  exhauft- 
ed  fubjects,  and  reftoring  to  them 
their  rights,  fnould  be  his  own  gra¬ 
cious  aft. 

Fifthly,  Becaufe  I  have  the  high¬ 
lit  authority  for  every  fentiment  re¬ 
specting  the  u  ceconomy  and  reform 
of  abufes”  which  I  recommended; 
namely,  his  Majefty ’s  own  words, 
in  that  mo  ft  excellent  and  patriotic 
fpeech  made  at  the  clofe  of  the 
American  war,  and  which  I  quoted 
in  my  reply. 

Sixthly,  Becaufe,  adienever  a  na¬ 
tion  is  in  the  Filiation  we  are  in  at 
prefent,  it  requires  the  united  ener¬ 
gy  and  public  Spirit  of  the  whole  na¬ 
tion  to  .re-eftablifh  its  credit ;  and  I 
amperfuaded  that  energy  and  public 
fpirit  are  only  to  be  obtained  by  the 
public  poffeftlng  their  ancient  free 
conftitution,  which  they  fo  juftiy 
revere;  and  I  maintain,  that  accord¬ 
ing  to  common  law,  which  is  com- 
mon  fenfe,  and  according  to  “  the 
true  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,” 
which  is  founded  in  wifdom,  liber¬ 
ty,  and  juftice,  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  have  a  right,  and  ought  to 
be  fairly  and  equally  reprefented  in 


that  which,  by  its  very  name, 
their  Houfe  of  Parliament. 

Seventhly,  Becaufe  I  hold  the 
borough  fyftem,  and  every  other 
fyftem  of  corruption  that  has  of  late 
years  crept  into  practice,  to  be  di~ 
retftly  contrary  to  the  true  fpirit  oft 
the  conftitution,  and  big  with  the 
moil  alarming  evils  to  the  King  and 
people ;  and  that  to  confer  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  peerage  on  men  who  have 
no  other  merit  than  that  of  com¬ 
manding  boroughs  and  performing 
minifterial  jobs,  degrades  that  high 
dignity,  and  takes  away  one  of  the 
greateft  motives  that  actuates  the 
human  mind,  the  hope  of  reward, 
by  making  it  unworthy  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  thofe  men  for  whom  it 
was  intended  ;  men  who  have  ren¬ 
dered  great  and  diftinguiftied  ier- 
vices  to  their  country,  by  their  va¬ 
lour,  their  talents,  or  their  learning. 

Eighthly,  Becaufe  I  am  defirous 
of  making  this  public  avowal  of  my 
principles,  which  nothing  on  earth 
ftiall  make  me  alter,  and  which  I 
have  learnt  from  the  adts  and  writ¬ 
ings  of  our  anceftors,  vrho  loved  li¬ 
berty,  and  underftood  it. 

Ninthly,  Becaufe  I  am  refolved, 
whenever  I  fee  danger,  boldly  and 
independently,  to  the  full  extent  of 
my  ability,  to  difcharge  my  duty  to 
my  King  and  country. 

Oxford  and  Mortimer. 


Mejfage  from  his  Majefly  to  the  Hoife  of 
Commons ,  3d  of  A finl ,  1797. 

George  R. 

IS  Majefty  having  agreed  to 
the  marriage  of  his  eldeft 
daughter,  the  Princefs  Royal,  with 
the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Wirtem- 
berg,  has  thought  fit  to  communi¬ 
cate  intelligence  of  it  to  the  Houfe 

#  of 
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Commons.  His  Majeffy  is  fully 
perfuaded  that  the  marriage  of  her 
Royal  Highnefs  with  a  proteffant 
prince,  fo  coniidcrable  in  rank  and 
fta-tlon,  who  is  connected  with  the 
royal  family  by  common  defcent 
from  the  Princefs  Sophia  of  Hano¬ 
ver,  cannot  but  be  acceptable  to 
all  his  fubjeCts ;  and  the  many 
proofs  of  affeCtion  and  attachment 
to  his  perfi  n  and  family  which  he 
has  received  from  this  Houfe,  afford 
him  no  room  to  doubt  that  they 
will  enable  him  to  give  fuch  a  por¬ 
tion  to  his  eldeff  daughter  as  may 
be  iuitable  to  the  dignity  of  the 
crown. 


Meffqgefirom  his  Majefty  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ,  29th  Afiril^  1797. 

George  R. 

IS  Majeffy  recommends  it  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
confider  of  enabling  his  Majeffy  to 
make  remittances,  from  time  to 
lime,  to  be  applied  to  his  fervice  in 
Ireland,  in  fuch  manner  as’  fliall  be 
approved  by  the  parliament  of  that 
kingdom,  to  an  amount  not  exceed¬ 
ing  1,500,0001.  on  provifion  being 
made  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
for  difeharging  the  intereff  and 
charges  of  a  loan  to  that  amount. 

And  his  Majefty  further  recom¬ 
mends  to  the  Houfe  to  confider  of 
guaranteeing  a  loan,  on  account  of 
his  ally  the  Emperor,  to  be  applied 
in  m| king  good  the  advances  to  the 
amount  of  1,600,000b  which  have 
already  been  made  to  his  Imperial 
Majeffy,  and  to  defray  the  charge 
ef  fuch  further  advances  as  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  may,  from  time  to  time,  aired! 
to  be  made  in  the  collide  of  the  pre- 
fent  year,  to  an  amount  not  exceed¬ 
ing  2,000,0001. 

His  Majeffy  truffs,  that  he  fliall 
Vol,  XXXIX, 
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elfieffence  the  ready  concurrence 
of  his  faithful  Commons,  at  this  im¬ 
portant  conjuncture,  in  a  meafure 
calcinated  to  enable  the  Emperor 
the  nUre  effectually  to  continue  his 
exertions  for  the  fupport  of  the 
common  caufe,  and  for  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  a  general  peace,  on  fecure 
and  equitable  terms. 

And  his  Majeffy  relies  on  the 
zeal  and  affeCtion  of  his  faithful 
Commons  to  provide  for  enabling 
his  Majefty  to  defray  fuch  other  ex¬ 
traordinary  expences  as  may  be  ne- 
cellary  for  the  public  fervice,  and  to 
take  fuch  meafures  as  the  exigency 
of  affairs  may  require. 


Protefi  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Lord 
Chedworth ,  on  the  Duke’s  Hot  ion  for 
the  Dif miffed  of  M infers^  May  20///, 
1797^ 

Dissentient. 

Iff.  TJECAUSE,  aCfing  accord- 
JD  i°g  fo  the  ancient  practice 
of  the  Britifh  conftitution,  and  in 
conformity  with  its  true  principles, 
we  hold  the  advifers  of  the  crown 
to  be  refponfibl'e  for  the  condition 
of  the  bate  ;  refponfible  for  its  in¬ 
ternal  peace  and  general  good  go¬ 
vernment;  for  the  prefervation  of 
all  its  ancient  fundamental  rights! 
and  liberties ;  for  the  protection  of 
its  commerce,  of  its  credit,  and  the 
various  fources  of  its  profperity  and 
wealth;  for  the  obfervance  of  or¬ 
der,  difcipline,  and  obedience,  in  all 
the  departments  of  the  public  force ; 
for  the  honour  and  fuccefs  of  our 
arms  (if  unfortunately  engaged  in 
war) ;  for  the  preponderance  of  the 
Britiffi  po\ver,  and  for  the  glory 
and  fplendor  of  the  Britiffi  name. 
Inftead  of  recogniftng  in  his  Majef- 
ty’s  minifters  that  ability,  forefight, 
and  integrity,  by  which  thole  its 
M  '  cleared 
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deareft  interefts  are  preferred,  we 
have  feen,  throughout  a  courfe  of 
years,  the  affairs  of  the  nation  con¬ 
duced  with  that  incapacity,  perfidy, 
and  corruption,  by  which  ail  great 
empires,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world,  have  found  their  ruin ;  and 
which,  in  the  particular  Hate  and 
fituation  of  Great  Britain,  have 
nearly  exhaufted  its  refources  and 
its  credit,  and  annihilated  its  con- 
ilitution ;  which  have  brought  fhame 
upon  its  char  after  in  the  eyes  of  fo¬ 
reign  nations,  and  diffufed  largely  a- 
mong  its  fubjefts  miftruft  in  the  in¬ 
tentions  of  their  governors,  hatred 
of  their  power,  and  contempt  for 
their  debility. 

2dly.  Becaufe,  encouraged  by  the 
uniform,  implicit,  and  fatal  confi¬ 
dence  of  this  Houfe  in  the  conduct 
of  remitters,  a  fyftem  of  govern¬ 
ment  has  arifen,  which,  if  it  be  fur¬ 
ther  perfevered  in,  will  render  the 
fortunes  of  thefe  realms  utterly  ir- 
rctrieveable,  even  fnould  wifdom 
and  virtue  fucceed  in  the  minds 
of  thofe  minifters  to  ignorance  and 
wickednefs.  That  fyftem  is  go¬ 
verned  by  principles  the  very  re- 
verfe  of  thofe  by  which  ltates  and 
Societies  have  hitherto  been  kept 
together.  It  is  grounded  on  the 
doctrine  that  honour  and  reward  is 
to  attend  on  crime  and  folly,  and 
that  men  are  to  be  entrufted  with 
power  in  proportion  to  their  difpo- 
fition  to  abufe  it.  Such  perverted 
maxims  of  policy  take  from  govern¬ 
ment  all  the  fupport  it  derives  from 
opinion.  The  opinion  of  its  con- 
fiftency  is  loft  by  minifters  adopt¬ 
ing  and  rejecting,  as  it  fuits  the 
purpofe  of  their  power,  fy Items 
which  they  alternately  recommend 
and  revile.  The  opinion  of  its  juf- 
tice  is  deftroyed  from  feeing  that 
power  depends  on  a  principle  which 


confounds  the  firft  diftinftion-s  of 
right  and  wrong.  All  opinion  of 
its  vigour  and  efficiency  is  loft  in 
the  daily  infults  to  its  authority,  to 
which  they  are  compelled  to  fub- 
mit.  Every  fpecies  of  diforder  is 
hence  introduced.  The  example 
of  thofe  who  govern  is  followed  by 
thofe  who  obey.  Nothing  regular 
or  orderly  is  found  in  the  inter- 
courfe  between  fubjeft  and  fove- 
reign.  State  neceffity,  inflead  of 
being  referved  for  occahons  of  the 
laft  emergency,  is  reforted  to  as  the 
conftant  and  every-day  practice  of 
executive  adminiftration.  In  fuch 
a  fyftem  there  is  neither  order  nor 
freedom ;  and  it  is  the  energy  of 
freedom  alone  that  can  refill  with 
effed  the  zeal  or  fancied  fuperiority 
of  military  means.  Where  no 
power  is  left  to  correct  the  vices  of 
an  ill  adminiitered  commonwealth, 
nothing  will  remain  to  oppofe  to 
the  enterprifes  of  a  foreign  enemy, 
3div.  Becaufe  to  fuffer  ourfelves 
to  be  found  by  a  foreign  enemy  in 
this  diffracted  condition,  when  we 
have  the  means  of  avoiding  it, 
leems  to  us  highly  impolitic,  and 
wantonly  to  call  down  deftruction 
upon  the  {fate.  We  fee  nothing 
in  the  prefent  minifters  fo  valuable 
as  to  induce  us  to  rilk,  for  their  pre- 
fervation,  any  part  of  the  common 
intereft.  They  have  already  kind¬ 
led,  by  their  odious  perfecution  of 
the  Catholics  in  Ireland,  the  flames 
of  civil  difeord  in  that  country. 

j 

We  believe  that  an  immediate 
change  of  men  and  of  meafures 
would  yet  preferve  the  common  ties 
by  which  the  two  countries  are  u- 
nited.  If,  unhappily,  meafures  of 
intolerance  are  to  be  fuftained  by 
the  fword,  and  if  that  oppreffied 
country  be  torn  from  the  Britifh 
crown,  as  America  was  fevered 
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from  our  empire,  rather  than  that 
thefe  minifters  thould  incur  the  lofs 
of  their  offices,  vve  are  unable  to  fee 
in  what  Great  Britain  would  be  the 
gainer.  If  an  invafion  of  thefe  realms 
thould  be  the  refult  of  delaying  to  o- 
pen  a  fincere  negotiation  for  peace, 
fully  as  we  rely  upon  the  zeal  and 
bravery  of  our  countrymen  for  the 
event,  we  do  not  conceive  that  the 
mifchief  of  fuch  an  attempt  would 
in  any  degree  be  compenfated  by 
finding,  at  the  clofe  of  it,  thofe  mi¬ 
nifters  Hill  in  their  offices.  Above 
all  things,  we  deem  it  highly  inex¬ 
pedient  that  any  numerous  or  im¬ 
portant  clafs  of  the  people  thould, 
in  fo  perilous  a  moment,  conceive 
themfelves  to  be  placed  in  the  al¬ 
ternative  between  foreign  conqueft 
and  domeftic  ufurpation.  We 
think  that  in  this  crifis  no  excufe  is 
left  for  not  calling  forth  the  whole 
wifdom,  and  all  that  remains  of  the 
energy  of  the  Britifh  nation  ;  that 
it  is  among  the  crimes  of  thefe  mi¬ 
nifters  that  they  have. exhaufted  in 
idle  alarms,  for  fadtious  "purpofes, 
thofe  refources  which  ought  to  have 
been  preferred  whole  and  unbroT 
ken,  to  meet  the  difafters  which 
are  impending  over  us ;  and  for 
having  fet  up  a  cry  of  loyalty  a- 
gainft  liberty,  to  the  deftruriion  of 
that  real  ftrength  by  which  alone 
our  fhores  and  our  altars  can,  in  the 
laft  extremity,  be  defended. 

4thly.  Becaufe  fuch  a  fyftem  is 
dangerous  to  our  prefent  fafety  and 
exiftence  as  an  independent  ftate  ; 
and  the  fupport  uniformly  given  to 
to  it,  tends  to  degrade  and  vilify 
this  Houle  in  the  opinion  of  the 
people.  For  the  firft  time  in  our 
hiftory,  the  continuance  of  a  minif- 
ter  in  office  feems  to  be  made  a 
condition  of  the  conftitution.  If 
that  pninifter,  after  having  reduced 
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his  country  to  the  loweft  ebb  of 
fliame  and  mifery,  lhall  continue  to 
receive  and  to  dil'penfe  all  truth, 
honours,  and  emoluments,  and  to 
be  fupported  in  his  abandoned 
courfes  by  this  Houfe,  no  motive 
will  remain  to  love  and  reverence 
a  conftitution  exhibited  in  thefe  co¬ 
lours  to  the  people,  through  the 
medium  of  this  Houfe.  Feeling 
no  intereft  in  our  proceedings,  they 
will  lofe  all  refpedt  for  our  charac¬ 
ter,  and  all  belief  in  our  honour. 

5thly.  Becaufe  we  belieye  the  pre¬ 
fent  minifters  to  be  utterly  incom¬ 
petent  to  the  cure  of  the  evils  they 
have  produced.  As  the  principles 
on  which  they  have  made  the  war 
offer  no  profperit  for  its  fuccefs, 
thofe  on  which  they  have  hitherto 
negotiated  for  peace,  afford  no 
hope  for  its  attainment :  as  the  im¬ 
providence  and  incapacity  with 
which  they  have  conducted  the  war, 
have  contributed  fo  largely  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  calamitous  lituation  of 
Europe,  and  to  build  up  the  pro¬ 
digious  power  of  the  French  repub¬ 
lic,  we  conceive  that  they  poflefs 
not  the  means  of  obtaining  fafie  or 
honourable  terms  of  peace  for  this 
country.  We  cannot  expedl  that 
they  will  hereafter  cherifh  or  en¬ 
courage  that  fpirit  of  liberty  under 
which,  in  former  times,  our  great- 
nefs  has  grown  and  been  matured. 
We  are  rather  impreffed  with  the 
fear  that,  under  the  fame  pretences 
which  have  caufed  all  our  prefent 
difafters,  large  military  eftablifh- 
ments  will  continue  to  be  kept  up^ 
with  a  view  of  cruftiing  ail  its  ef¬ 
forts,  and  rivetting  ftill  clofer  the 
fetters  of  the  people  ;  that,  releaf¬ 
ed  from  the  preffure  of  foreign  ho- 
ftility,  they  will  have  recourfe  to 
coercive  meafures  in  that  unhappy 
country,  where  their  oppreffioxis 
M  2  have 
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liave  already  provoked  the  people 
to  refiftars.ee.  We  can  hope  for  no 
economy  from  men  wiiofe  extrava¬ 
gance  and  wafte  exceeds  whatever 
lias  been  heard  of  the  mad  prodigali¬ 
ty  of rormer periods.  Wecanexpedl 
no  lalutary  reformations  from  thofe 
v;bo  have  endeavoured  to  engraft 
upon  and  blend  with  the  fob  ft  a  rice 
or  the  eonftitution  iifelf,  thofe  a- 
biiies  by  which  their  rapacity  is  flip- 
ported.  Finally,  we  can  expedt 
from  fuch  men  and  fuch  a  fyftem, 
no  other  iftiie  but  the  eftablifhment 
of  a  dominion  of  minifterial  terror- 
ifm,  fupported  by  parliamentary 
corruption,  inftead  of  the  ancient 
eonftitution  of  this  country,  con¬ 
ducted  according  to  the  principles 
of  the  Revolution. 

(Signed)  Bedford, 

Chedworth. 


MeJJagf  fro?n  his  Maiefty  to  the  Hovfe  of 
Commons,  June  If,  1797. 

George  R. 

IT  is  with  the  deepeft  concern  his 
Majefty  acquaints  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  the  condudt  of  the 
crews  of  fpme  of  his  Majefty’s  Clips 
no\F  at  the  Nore,  in  perfifting  in 
the  moft  violent  and  reafonableadts 
of  mutiny  and  difobedience,  not- 
withftanding  the  full  extenfion  to 
them  of  all  the  benefits  which  had 
been  accepted  with  gratitude  by  the 
reft  of  his  Majefty’s  fleet,  and  not- 
witftftanding  the  repeated  offers  of 
his  Majefty’s  gracious  pardon  on 
their  returning  to  their  duty,  have 
corn :  elkd  his  Majefty  to  call  on  all 
his  faithful  fubjedts  to  give  their  ut- 
moft  afiiftance  in  reprefling  fuch 
dangerous  and  criminal  proceed- 
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ings.  His  Majefty  has  directed  a 
copy  of  the  proclamation  which  he 
has  iffiied  for  this  purpofe,  to  be. 
laid  before  the  Houfe  ;  and  he  can¬ 
not  doubt  that  his  parliament  will 
adopt  with  readinefs  and  deciffon 
every  meafure  which  can  tend,  at 
this  important  conjuncture,  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  public  fecurity;  and 
his  Majefty  particularly  recom¬ 
mends  it  to  the  conflderation  of 
parliament  to  make  more  effedtual 
provifion  for  the  prevention  and 
punifhment  of  all  traiterous  at¬ 
tempts  to  excite  fedition  and  mu¬ 
tiny  in  his  Majefty’s  fervice,  or  to 
withdraw  any  part  of  his  Majefty's 
forces  by  fea  or  land  from  their 
duty  and  allegiance  to  him,  and 
from  that  obedience  and  difeipline 
which  are  fo  important  to  the  pro- 
fperity  and  the  fafety  of  the  Britilh 
empire. 


Mejfage  from  his  Majefty  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  July  6th,  1797* 

George  R. 

S  the  ftate  of  public  bufinefs 
may  foon  enable  his  Majefty 
to  put  an  end  to  the  prefent  fef- 
fton,  his  Majefty  thinks  it  proper 
to  recommend  it  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  conftder  of  making 
provifion  to  enable  his  Majefty  to 
defray  fuch  extraordinary  expences, 
and  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  the 
exigencies  of  affairs  may  require  ; 
and  in  particular,  to  afford  fome  pe¬ 
cuniary  afiiftance,  if  the  circum¬ 
stances  fhould  appear  to  his  Majef¬ 
ty  to  require  it,  to  his  ally  the 
Queen  of  Poriugal,  for  the  defence 
of  her  dominions  againft  any  attack 
from  the  common  enemv. 

His 
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His  Majeftfs  Speech  to  both  Notifies  of 
P ' arliament  on  proroguing  the  fame , 
20th  of  July,  1797. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

CANNOT  put  an  end  to  this 
lemon  of  parliament  wit  nout  re¬ 
turning  you  mv  mofrilncere  and  cor¬ 
dial  thanks  for  the  afiiduity  and  zeal 
with  which  you  have  applied  your- 
felves  to  the  important  objects 
which  have  required  your  atten¬ 
tion,  and  for  the  wifdom  and  firm- 
nefs  which  you  have  manifeffed  in 
.  the  new  and  difficult  emergencies 
for  which  you  have  had  to  provide. 

I  muff  particularly  exprefs  the 
juft  fenfe  I  entertain  of  the  falutary 
and  erfedtual  provifions  which  you 
made  for  ffrengthening  the  means 
of  national  defence  ;  and  the  mea- 
fures  adopted  for  obviating  the  in- 
;  conveniences  which  were  to  be  ap- 
;  prehended  to  credit  from  the  tem¬ 
porary  fufpenfion  of  payments  in 
cafh  by  the  Bank,  as  well  as  of  the 
promptitude,  vigour,  and  effedf 
with  which  you  afforded  me  your 
i  afli-ffance  and  fupport  in  fuppreffing 
the  daring  and  treafonable  mutiny 
which  broke  out  in  a  part  of  my 
fleet,  and  in  counteradfing  fo  dan¬ 
gerous  and  pernicious  an  example. 

I  have  the  fatisfadfion  to  acquaint 
you,  that,  fince  the  accefiion  of  the 
prefent  Emperor  of  RufFia,  the 
commercial  engagements  between 
the  two  countries  have  been  re¬ 
newed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  will,  I 
doubt  not,  materially  conduce  to 
their  mutual  intereffs. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  MUST  return  you  my  parti¬ 
cular  thanks  for  the  liberal  and  ex- 
tenfive  provifion  which  you  have 
Biade  for  the  various  exigencies  of 


the  public  fervice  ;  and  while  I  la- 
ment  the  neccfiity  which  increafed 
them  to  fo  large  an  amount,  it  is  a 
confolation  to  me  to  obferve  the 
attention  you  emnloved  in  diffri- 
buting  the  heavy  burthens,  which 
they  oecafioned,  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  render  their  prehure  as  little 
fevere  as  ppfiible  to  my  people* 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  iffiie  of  the  important  ne¬ 
gotiation  in  which  I  am  engaged  is 
yet  uncertain;  but,  whatever  may 
be  the  event,  nothing  will  have 
been  wanting  on  my  part  to  bring 
it  to  a  fuccefsful  termination,  oa 
fuch  conditions  as  may  be  confid¬ 
ent  with  the  fecurity,  honour,  and 
efiential  intereffs  of  my  dominions* 
In  the  mean  time,  nothing  can  fo 
much  tend  to  forward  the  attain- 
ment  of  peace,  as  the  continuance 
of  that  zeal,  exertion,  and  public 
fpirit,  of  which  my  fubjedfs  have 
given  fuch  confpicuous  and  ho¬ 
nourable  proofs,  and  of  which  the 
perfeverance  and  firmnefs  of  par¬ 
liament  has  afforded  them  fo  ffrik- 
ing  an  example. 


Copy  of  the  whole  of  the  Proceedings  reld + 
the  to  the  late  Negotiation  at  Lifey 
prom  itsfirfi  Opening  to  its  final  Rup¬ 
ture ,  which  was  [iref  nted  by  his  M a- 
jefy  on  the  3  d  of  November  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament.  The  Papers 
thus  prefented  are  fifty  four  in  number , 
the  eleven  firfi  of  which  - elate  chiefly  to 
the  P rehminary  Arrangement  that  took 
fdace  previous  to  Lord  Malmejburf  s 
departure  for  Life. 

L  A  NOTE  from  Lord  Gren« 

'  yille  to  M,  Delacroix,  dat¬ 
ed  June  Iff,  prqpofing,  in  confe- 
auence  of  the  fignature  of  the  pre- 
M  3  liminaries 
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liminaries  of  peace,  the  conclufion 
of  which  was  to  put  an  end  to  the 
continental  war,  to  enter  without 
delay  upon  the  difcufiion  of  the 
views  and  pretentions  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  France,  for  the  purpofe  of 
figning  preliminaries  of  peace, 
which  might  be  definitively  arrang¬ 
ed  at  the  future  congrefs. 

2.  A  Note  from  M.  Delacroix 
to  Lord  Grenville,  dated  June  4th, 
expreffive  of  the  eagernefs  of  the 
Executive  Directory  to  receive  the 
pacific  overtures  of  the  court  of 
London,  and  of  their  defire  that 
the  negotiations  thould  be  fet  on 
foot  at  once  for  a  definitive  treaty : 
a  proceeding  which  they  conceived 
preferable  to  a  congrefs,  the  refult 
of  which  muft  be  remote. 

3.  A  Note  from  Lord  Gren  ville 
to  M.  Delacroix,  dated  June  8th, 
announcing  the  determination  of 
the  Britifh  government  to  fend 
without  delay  a  minifter  to  treat 
and  conclude  with  the  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  who  fhould  be  appointed  by 
the  Executive  Directory;  defiring 
to  be  informed  of  the  with  of  the 
Directory  as  to  the  place  of  the  ne* 
gotiation;  and  requeuing  the  ne- 
eeffary  patlports  for  the  King’s  Ple¬ 
nipotentiary  to  repair  immediately 
to  the  place  appointed. —The  ques¬ 
tion  of  figned  preliminary,  or  defi¬ 
nitive  articles,  his  Lordfhip  obferv- 
ed,  would  neceftarily  depend  upon 
the  progrefs  and  turn  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation. 

4.  A  Note  from  M.  Delacroix 
to  Lord  Grenville,  dated  June  1 1  th, 
exprelfive  of  the  fatisfadtion.  of  the 
Executive  Directory  at  the  pacific 
difpofition  manifefied  by  the  court 
of  London  ;  enclofing  the  neceffa- 
ry  patlports,  and  informing  him 
that  the  Directory  had.  fixed  upon 
Lille  as  the  place  of  negotiation.- 
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5.  The  pafiport,  in  the  following 
form  : 

44  Liberty ,  Equality ,  Fraternity ,  Union „ 

44  In  the  name  of  the  French  Ret 
public. 

44  To  all  officers,  civil  and  mili¬ 
tary,  charged  to  maintain  public 
order  in  the  different  departments 
of  France,  and  to  make  the  French 
name  refpedted  abroad. 

44  Allow  to  pafs  freely 
furnijhed  with  the  full  powers  of  his  Brit- 
tannic  Majejly  for  the  Jiurjioft  of  negotiat¬ 
ing ,  concluding ,  and  fgning  a  definitive; 
and  fe par  ate  treaty  of  peace  with  the 
French  Republic , 
native  of,  See.  See. 
going  to  Lille,  department  of  the 
north,  the  place  appointed  for  the 
negotiation,  with¬ 

out  giving  or  Differing  any  hin¬ 
drance  to  be  given  to  him. 

44  This  pafiport  lhall  be  in  force 
for  decades  only. 

44  Given  at  Paris  the  23d  PriariaL, 
5  th  year  of  the  Republic,  one  and 
indivifible. 

44  The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
(Signed)  44  Ch.  DeLACROix. 
44  By  the  Minifter, 

(Signed)  44  T.  Guiradet.” 

6.  A  Note  from  Lord  Grenville 
to  M.  Delacroix,  dated  June  17th, 
agreeing  to  Lille  being  made  the 
feat  of  the  negotiation;  defiring  a 
free  communication  between  the 
ports  of  Calais  and  Dover  ;  object¬ 
ing  to  the  terms  in  which  the  pafi¬ 
port  was  drawn  up,  as  not  anfvver- 
ing  exactly  to  the  powers  and  mif- 
fion  of  the  King’s  Plenipotentiary, 
whofe  full  powers  would  include 
every  cafe,  and,  without  preferibing 
to  him  any  particular  mode  of  ne¬ 
gotiation,  would  give  him  the  moft 
unlimited  authority  to  conclude 
any  articles  or  treaties,  whether 

preliminary 
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preliminary  or  definitive,  as  might 
beft  conduce  to  the  fpeedy  re-efta- 
blifliment  of  peace,  the  miniHer  be¬ 
ing  equally  ready  and  authorized  to 
begin  the  negotiation  upon  either 
footing.  As  to  what  regarded  the 
queftion  of  a  feparate  treaty,  his  Ma- 
jeffcy  infifled  on  providing  for  what 
was  due  to  the  Queen  of  Portugal, 
being  willing  to  enter  into  the  ne- 
cefiary  explanations  with  refpecd  to 
the  filtered  of  Spain  and  Holland. 
This  note  concludes  with  announc¬ 
ing  the  appointment  of  Lord 
Maimefbury  as  his  MajeHy’s  Pleni¬ 
potentiary, 

7.  A  Note  from  M.  Delacroix  to 
Lord  Grenville,  dated  June  20th, 
expreffive  of  the  perfect  coinci¬ 
dence  of  the  Directory  in  the  fenti- 
ments  of  his  Britannic  Majefly,  Hat¬ 
ed  in  the  foregoing  note  ;  agreeing 
to  fend  a  newpaflport;  contenting 
to  receive  Lord  Malmefoury  as 
Plenipotentiary  from  the  King,  al¬ 
though  44  another  choice  would 
have  appeared  to  them  to  augur 
more  favourably  for  the  fpeedy 
conclufion  of  peace, ”  and  defiring 
that  44  couriers  fliould  not  be  fent 
too  frequently,  the  frequent  fend¬ 
ing  of  them  having  been  one  of  the 
principal  caufies  of  the  rupture  of 
the  former  negotiation. ” 

8.  A  Note  from  Lord  Grenville 
to  M.  Delacroix,  dated  June  26th, 
announcing  that  Lord  Malmeibury 
would  fet  out  for  Life  on  the  30th, 
to  negotiate  for  a  definitive  treaty. 
The  remark  refpefting  his  Lord- 
fliip,  the  note  fays,  did  not  require 
an  anfvver.  44  With  regard  to  the 
rupture  of  the  lafh  negotiation,  the 
circumftances  and  the  motives  of  it 
were  known  to  all  Europe  :  and  it 
was  not  at  the  moment  of  entering 
into  a  new  pacific  difcufiion  that 
the  Britifh  government  conceived 


it  could  be  of  any  ufe  to  recall  them 

to  recollection. 

9.  A  Note  from  M.  Delacroix  to 
Lord  Grenville,  dated  June  29th, 
Hating  that  the  French  Plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  were  already  at  Life,  and 
that  the  neceffary  provifions  had 
been  made  refpedling  packet  boats 
and  couriers. 

10.  An  Extradf  of  a  difpatcli 
from  Lord  Maimefbury  to  Lord 
Grenville,  dated  Lille,  July  6th, 
announcing  that  he  had  that  morn- 
Ing  had  his  firfl  conference  with, 
the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  when 
they  mutually  exchanged  their  full 
powers.  Nothing  more  then  pafE 
ed. 

1 1.  A  copy  of  the  full  Powers  of 
the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  Le- 
tourneur,  Pelley,  and  Maret,  and 
the  Secretary  General  Colchen,  to 
agree  upon  and  Hgn  the  articles  of 
the  treaty,  conformably  to  the  in- 
Hrucfions  of  the  Executive  Direc¬ 
tory. 

(No.  12.) 

Extracts  of  a  Df patch  from  lord 

Mahnejlury  to  lord  Grenville ,  dated 

Id  fie,  July  1 1 ,  1797. 

I  HAD  the  honour  in  my  lad, 
by  Brooks,  of  the  6th  inHant,  to 
inform  your  Lordfliip  of  my  arrival 
here,  of  the  manner  in  which  I  had 
been  received,  and  of  my  having, 
in  the  ufual  form,  exchanged  my 
full  powers  with  the  French  Pleni¬ 
potentiaries.  On  Friday  the  7  th, 
at  noon,  we  held  our  fecond  con¬ 
ference.  I  opened  this  fecond  con¬ 
ference  with  the  French  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries,  by  faying,  that  I  myfelf 
had  no  obfervations  to  make  on 
their  full  powers,  which  appeared 
to  be  conformable  to  thofe  ufually 
given  by  the  Directory  to  their 

M  4,  Plenipotentiaries^ 
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Plenipotentiaries,  and  of  courfe 
nail  ft  be  confide  red  as  fufiicient  for 
the  purpofes  exprefled  in  them ; 
that  I,  however,  had  tranfmitted 
them  by  a  meiTenger  to  my  court, 
and  referved  to  myfeif  the  right  of 
communicating  any  objections  or 
remarks  which  I  might  receive  by 
the  return  of  my  mefienger,  rela¬ 
tive  to  them.  M.  Le  Tourneur, 
to  whom,  as  prefident  of  the  com- 
mlftion,  I  addrefied  myfeif,  replied, 
that  they  had  taken  precifely  the 
fame  fteps  as  myfeif ;  that  they  con¬ 
sidered  the  full  powers  I  had  given 
in,  as  in  due  form,  and  fufiicient ; 
but  that  they  alfo  referved  to  them- 
felves  the  fame  right,  in  regard  to 
inftruftions  they  might  receive  from 
the  Direftory  on  this  fubjedf,  as  I 
had  claimed  in  regard  to  my  court. 
To  this,  of  courfe,  I  afiented.  On 
Saturday,  the  8th  inftant,  I  gave 
in  the  firojet  precifely  as  I  had  re¬ 
ceived  it  from  your  Lordfhip;  a 
copy  of  which  (A)  as  it  is  tranfiated 
into  French,  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
Inclofe.  One  of  the  French  Pieni- 
potentiariespropofed  that  tome  time 
fliould  be  given  them  to  take  the 
propofalslhad  made  into  confidera- 
tion,  and  begged  of  me,  merely  for 
the  fake  of  accuracy,  and  to  help 
their  memory,  that  I  would  be  good 
enough  either  to  let  M.  Colchen 
put  down  on  paper,  or  myfeif  fend 
them  a  note  containing  the  words 
with  which  I  wifhed  the  Articles 
left  in  blank  to  be  filled  up.  I  rea¬ 
dily  acquiefeed  in  the  latter  mode, 
and  immediately  on  my  return  fent 
them  the  inclofed  note  (B).  On 
Sunday  evening  I  received  the  in¬ 
clofed  note  (C)  from  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries,  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  it  went  to  the  propofed 
conference  yefterdaj.  One  of  the 
French  Plenipotentiaries  informed 


me  on  the  fubjeft  .of  the  firojet  I 
had  given  them,  and  the  note  with 
which  I  had  accompanied  it,  that 
is  thefe  papers  contain  many  points 
on  which  their  inftrudlions  did  not 
enable  them  to  ax  fwer,  they  had, 
after  har  ing  given  them  a  very 
ferious  attention,  fent  them,  with 
fuch  obfervations  as  they  had 
thought  it  their  duty  to  make  on 
them,  to  the  Directory,  and  that 
the  moment  they  received  an  an-, 
fwer,  they  would  communicate  it  to 
me.  But  that  in  the  meanwhile, 
not  to  delay  the  progrefs  of  the 
negotiation,  they  wifhed  that  feve- 
rai  points  which  he  termed  inflat¬ 
ed,  but  which,  though  not  referred 
to  in  our  firojet ,  were,  he  faid,  in- 
feparably  connected  with  the  gene¬ 
ral  fubjedi  of  peace,  might  be  dif- 
cufied  and  got  rid  of  now  if  I  had' 
no  objection,  and  that  it  was  with 
this  view  they  had  requefted  me  to 
meet  them.  —  On  my  not  expreff- 
ing  any  difapprobation  to  this  mode 
of  proceeding,  one  of  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  began,  by  faying, 
that  in  the  preamble  of  the  treaty 
the  title  of  King  of  France  was 
ufed  ;  that  this  title  thev  contended 
could  no  longer  be  infifted  on  ;  the 
abolition  of  it  was  in  a  manner 
efiential  to  the  full  acknowledge  - 
ment  of  the  French  Republic,  and 
that  as  it  was  merely  titular  as  far 
as  related  to  his  Majefty,  but  quite 
otherwife  in  the  fenfe  in  which  it 
applied  to  themfjhe  hoped  it  would 
not  be  confidered  as  an  important 
conceffion. — I  informed  him,  that 
on  all  former  oceafions  a  feparafe 
article  had  been  agreed  to,  which 
appeared  4o  me  to  anfwer  every 
purpofe  they  required,  and  which 
it  was  mv  intention,  as  the  treatv 

•f  *  4 

advanced,  to  have  propofed,  as 
proper  to  make  part  of  this.  The 

article 
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article  (the  firft  of  the  feparate  ones 
in  the  treaty  of  1783)  was  then 
read ;  but  they  objected  to  it,  as 
not  fully  meeting  their  views.  It 
was  to  the  title  itfelf,  as  well  as  to 
any  right  which  might  be  fuppofed 
to  arife  from  it,  that  they  objected. 
I  could  fcarce  allow  myfelf  to  treat 
this  mode  of  reafoning  ferioufly. 
I  endeavoured  to  make  them  feel 
that  it  was  cavilling  for  a  mere 
word  ;  that  it  was  creating  difficul¬ 
ties  where  none  exifted ;  and  that 
if  all  the  French  monarchs  in  the 
courfe  of  three  centuries  had  allow¬ 
ed  this  to  Hand  in  the  preamble  of 
all  treaties  and  tranfadlions  between 
the  two  countries,  I  could  not 
conceive,  after  its  having  been  ufed 
for  fo  long  a  period  without  any 
claim  or  pretention  being  fet  forth 
in  conference  of  it,  how  it  could 
now  a ffedt  either  the  dignity,  fecu- 
rity,  or  importance  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic — that  in  fact  fuch  titles  have 
ever  been  confidered  as  indefeaf- 
ible,  and  as  memorials  and  records 
of  former  greatnefs,  and  not  as  pre¬ 
tentions  to  prefent  power— and  I 
quoted  the  titles  of  the  Rings  of 
Sardinia  and  Naples,  &c.  as  ex¬ 
amples  exactly  in  point.  I  argued 
however  in  vain.  They  treated  it 
very  gravely,  and  made  fo  throng  a 
Hand  upon  it,  that  I  could  not  avoid 
taking  it  for  reference,  which  I 
thought  it  better  to  do  than,  feel¬ 
ing  as  i  did  at  the  moment,  to  pufti 
the  converfation  farther. 

The  fecond  ihfulated  point  was 
a  very  material  one  indeed,  and 
which,  although  it  has  been  advert¬ 
ed  to  as  a  propofal  that  might  pcf- 
fibly  be  brought  forward,  I  confefs 
came  upon  me  unexpectedly.  —  It 
was  to  afk  either  a  reftitution  of 
the  fhips  taken  and  deftroyed  at 
Toulon,  or  an  equivalent  for  them. 


They  grounded  this  claim  an  th« 
preliminary  declaration  made  by 
Lord  Hood  on  his  taking  poheilion, 
of  Toulon;  and  on  the  eighth  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  Declaration  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Sections  to 


They  faid,  peace,  they  hoped,  was 
about  to  be  re-eftabiifhed  ;  that  his 
Majefty,  in  acknowledging  the  Re¬ 
public,  admitted  that  a  foyereignty 
exifted  in  the  French  Government; 
and,  of  Courfe,  that  the  fhips,  held 
only  as  a  depofit  by  England  till 
this  legal  authority  was  admitted, 
ought  now  to  be  reftored.  I  re¬ 
plied,  that  this  claim  was  fo  per¬ 
fectly  unlooked  for,  that  it  was  im~ 
poffible  for  me  to  have  been  pro¬ 
vided  for  it  in  my  mftruCtions,  and 
that  I  could  therefore  only  convey 
my  own  private  fentiments  on  it, 
which  were,  that  they  could  not 
have  devifed  a  ftep  more  likely  to 
defeat  the  great  end  of  our  million. 
One  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries 
faid,  that  he  iincerely  hoped  not ; 
that  without  a  reftitution  of  the 
fhips,  an  equivalent  might  be  found 
to  effect  the  purpofe  defired,  ft  nee 
their  great  objedt  was,  that  fome- 
thing  fhould  appear  to  prove  that 
this  juft  demand  had  not  been  over¬ 
looked  by  them,  and  was  not  left 
unfatisfted  by  us.  I  told  him  fairly* 
I  did  not  fee  where  this  equivalent 
was  to  be  found,  or  how  it  could 
be  appreciated ;  and  that  confider- 
ing  the  great  advantages  France  had 
already  obtained  by  the  war,  and 
thofe  ftie  was  likely  to  obtain  from 
the  aCl  of  condefcenfton  I  had  ai* 
ready  intimated  his  Majefty  was 
difpofed  to  make  in  order  to  reftore 
peace,  i  was  much  furprifed  and 
deeply  concerned  at  what  I  heard,. 
I  trufted,  therefore,  that  this  very 
inadmifftble  propofal  would  be  with  - 
drawn.  They  faid 'it  was  not  in 

their 
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their  power;  and  one  of  them, 
from  a  written  paper  before  him, 
which  he  faid  were  his  inftru Elions, 
read  to  me  words  to  the  effect  I 
have  already  hated. 

Their  third  queftion  was  as  to 
any  mortgage  we  might  have  upon 
the  Low  Countries,  in  confequence 
of  money  lent  to  the  Emperor  by 
GreatBritain — they  wi  filed  to  know 
if  any  fuch  exifted,  fince,  as  they 
had  taken  the  Low  Countries,  charg¬ 
ed  with  all  their  incumbrances,  they 
were  to  declare  that  they  fhould  not 
contider  themlelves  bound  to  an- 
fwer  any  mortgage  given  for  money 
lent  to  the  Emperor,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  carrying  on  war  againfi 
them. 

I  told  them,  that  without  reply¬ 
ing  to  this  quefHon,  fuppofing  the 
cafe  to  exift,  the  exception  they 
required  fhould  have  been  Hated 
in  their  treaty  with  the  Emperor, 
and  could  not  at  all  be  mixed  up  in 
curs ;  that  if  they  had  taken  the 
Low  Countries,  as  they  flood  charg¬ 
ed  with  all  their  incumbrances, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  what  thefe 
words  meant,  and  that  if  no  excep¬ 
tion  was  flated  in  the  firfl  infiance, 
none  could  be  made  with  a  retro¬ 
active  effect. 

The  French  Plenipotentiaries, 
however,  were  as  tenacious  on  this 
point  as  on  the  other  two ;  and  as  I 
found  to  every  argument  I  ufed 
that  they  conftantly  oppofed  their 
inftrudtions,  I  had  nothing  to  do 
but  to  ■  defire  that  they  would  give 
me  a  written  paper  Hating  their 
three  claims,  in  order  that  l  might 
immediately  tranfmit  it  to  your 
Lordfhip ;  and  on  this  being  pro- 
mifed,  our  conference  broke  up. 

Between  four  and  five,  P.  M. 
yefierday,  I  received  the  enclofcd 
note  (D) ;  and  I  have  IcH  no  time 
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fince  it  is  in  my  pofiefilon  in  pre^ 
paring  to  fend  away  a  meffenger,  as 
independent  of  the  difagreeable 
fubjedts  brought  forward  in  this  laft 
conference,  and  which  it  is  material 
fhould  be  communicated  without 
delay.  I  am  anxious  his  Majefiy 
fhould  be  informed  of  what  has 
patted  in  general  up  to  this  day,  as 
it  may  perhaps  furnifh  fome  ideas 
as  to  the  pofiible  event  of  the  ne~ 
gotiation. 

No.  13.  (A) 

ProjcSl  of  a  Treaty  of  Peace. 

BE  it  known  to  all  thofe  whom 
it  {hall  or  may  in  any  manner  con¬ 
cern.  The  mefi  Serene  and  moft 
Potent  Prince,  George  the  Third, 
by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  Duke 
of  Brunlwick  and  Lunenburgh, 
Arch  Treafurer  and  Eledtor  of  the 
Holy  Roman  Empire, — and  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Diredtory  of  the  French 
P^epublic,  being  equally  defirous  to 
put  an  end  to  the  war,  which  has 
for  fome  time  pafi  fublifted  between 
the  dominions  of  the  two  parties, 
have  named  and  confiituted  for 
their  Plenipotentiaries,  charged  with 
the  concluding  and  figning  of  the 
definitive  treaty  of  peace,  viz.  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  the  Lord 
Baron  of  Malmefbury,  a  Peer  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  Knight 
of  the  moH  honourable  Order  of 
the  Bath,  Privy  Counfellor  to  his 
Britannic  Majefiy  and  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Diredtory  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public,  who, 

after  having  exchanged  their  re- 
fpedtive  full  powers,  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  Articles  : — 

I. — As  foon  as  this  treaty  final! 
be  figned  and  ratified,  there  final! 
be  an  univerfal and  perpetual  peace, 

as 
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as  well  by  fea  as  by  land,  and  a  fin- 
eere  and  conilant  friendfhip  be¬ 
tween  the  two  contracting  parties, 
and  their  dominions,  and  territories, 
and  people,  without  exception  of 
either  places  or  perfons ;  fo  that 
the  high  contracting  parties  fhall 
give  the  greateft  attention  to  the 
maintaining  between  themfelves 
and  their  find  dominions,  territories, 
and  people,  this  reciprocal  friend¬ 
fhip  and  intercourfe,  without  per¬ 
mitting  hereafter,  on  either  part, 
any  kind  of  hoftilities  to  be  com¬ 
mitted  either  by  fea  or  by  land,  for 
any  caufe,  or  under  any  pretence 
whatfoever.  There  fhall  be  a  ge¬ 
neral  oblivion  and  amnefty  of  every 
thing  which  may  have  been  done 
or  committed  by  either  party  to¬ 
wards  the  other  before  or  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  war ;  and 
they  fhall  carefully  avoid  for  the 
future  every  thing  which  might 
prejudice  the  union  happily  re- 
eftablifhed. 

Immediately  after  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty, 
orders  fhall  be  fent  to  the  armies 
and  fquadrons  of  both  parties  to 
flop  all  hoftilities ;  and  for  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  this  article,  fea-paffes  fhall 
be  given  on  each  fide  to  the  fhips 
difpatched  to  carry  the  news  of 
peace  to  the  po fie ftions  of  the  two 
parties. 

II.  —  The  treaties  of  peace  of 
Nimeguen  of  1678  and  1679,  of 
Kvfwick  of  1697,  and  of  Utrecht 
of  1713;  that  of  Baden  of  1714; 
that  of  the  triple  alliance  of  the 
Hague  of  1717  ;  that  of  the  quad¬ 
ruple  alliance  of  London  of  1718; 
the  treaty  of  peace  of  Vienna  of 
1786;  the  definitive  treaty  of  A ix 
la  Chapelle  of  1748;  the  definitive 
treaty  of  Paris  of  1763,  and  that  of 
Yerfailies  of  1783,  ferve  as  a  bafts 
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and  foundation  to  the  peace,  and  to 
the  prefent  treaty.  And  for  this 
purpofe  they  are  all  renewed  and 
confirmed  in  the  belt  form,  io  that 
they  are  to  be  exaftly  obferved  for 
the  future  in  their  full  tenor,  and 
religioufly  executed  by  both  parties 
in  ail  the  points,  which  fhall  not 
be  derogated  from  by  the  prefent 
treaty  of  peace. 

III. — All  the  prifoners  taken  cn 
either  fide,  as  well  by  land  as  by 
fea,  and  the  hoftages  carried  away 
or  given  during  the  war,  fhall  be  re- 
ftored,  without  ranfom,  in  fix  weeks 
at  lateft,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica¬ 
tions  of  the  prefent  treaty;  each 
party  refpedtively  difeharging  the 
advances  which  fhall  have  been 
made  for  the  fubfiftence  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  their  prifoners  in  the 
country  where  they  fhall  have  been 
detained,  according  to  the  receipts, 
attefted  accounts,  and  other  authen¬ 
tic  vouchers,  which  fhall  be  fui- 
nifhed  on  each  fide;  and  fecuri ty 
fhall  be  reciprocally  given  for  the 
payment  of  the  debts  which  the 
prifoners  may  have  contracted  in 
the  countries  where  they  may  have 
been  detained,  until  their  entire 

IV.  — With  refpeCI  to  the  rights 
©f  fifhery  on  the  coafts  of  the  iftand 
of  Newfoundland,  and  of  the  ifiands 
adjacent,  and  in  the  Gulph  of  St. 
Lawrence,  the  two  parties  fhall  re¬ 
turn  to  the  fame  fit  nation  in  which 
they  ftcod  refpeeftively,  according 
to  the  treaties  and  engagements 
fubfifting  at  the  period  of  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war.  And  with 

his  view,  his  Majefty  confents  to 
reftore  to  France,  in  full  right,  the 
ifiands  pf  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon. 

V. — The  fame  principle  of  the 
ftate  of  pofleffioji  before  the  war,  is 

adopted. 
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adopted  by  mutual  confent,  with 
refpedt  to  all  other  pofieftlons  and 
rights  on  both  tides,  in  every  part 
of  the  world,  fave  only  the  excep¬ 
tions  which  are  ftipulated  by  the 
fubfequent  articles  of  this  treaty. 
And,  to  this  intent,  all  potfetlions 
or  territories  which  have  or  may 
have  been  conquered  by  one  of  the 
parties  from  the  other  (and  not 
fpecially  excepted  in  this  treaty) 
fhali  be  reftored  to  the  party  to 
whom  they  belonged  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  prefent  war. 

VI.  -  From  this  principle  of  mu¬ 
tual  refritution,  the  two  parties  have 
agreed  to  except 

which  fhali  remain  to  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  in  full  fovereignty. 

VII.  — In  all  the  cafes  of  reftitu- 
tion  provided  by  the  prefent  treaty, 
the  fortrefles  fhali  be  reftored  in  the 
fame  condition  in  which  they  now 
are,  and  no  injury  fnall  be  done  to 
any  works  that  have  been  con- 
flruCted  fince  the  conqueft  of 
them. 

VIII.  — It  is  alfo  agreed,  that  in 
every  cafe  of  reftitution  or  ceftion 
provided  by  any  of  the  articles  of 
this  treaty,  the  term  of  three  years 
from  the  date  of  the  notification  of 
the  treaty,  in  the  refpeCtive  terri¬ 
tory  or  place  reftored  or  ceded, 
fhali  be  allowed  to  perfons,  of  what¬ 
ever  defcription,  reftding  or  being 
in  the  fald  territory  or  place,  poi- 
fefled  of  property  therein  under 
any  title  exifting  before  the  war, 
or  which  has  fince  devolved  to  them 
by  the  laws  then  exifting  ;  during 
which  term  of  three  years  they 
fhali  remain  and  refide  unmolefted 
in  the  exercife  of  their  religion, 
and  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  pof- 
fefiions  and  effects,  upon  the  con¬ 
ditions  and  titles  under  which  they 
fo  acquired  the  fame,  without  being 


liable,  in  any  manner,  or  under  any 
pretence,  to  be  profecuted  or  fued 
for  their  paft  conduct,  except  as  to 
the  difcharee  of  juft  debts  to  indi- 
viduals  ;  and  that  all  thofe  who, 
within  the  time  of  months 

after  the  notification  of  this  treaty, 
fhali  declare  to  the  government 
then  eftablifhed,  their  intention  to 
withdraw  themfelves  or  their  effeCts, 
and  to  remove  to  forne  other  place, 
fhali  have  and  obtain,  within  one 
month  after  fuch  declaration,  full 
liberty  to  depart  and  to  remove 
their  effects,  or  to  fell  and  difpofe 
of  the  fame,  whether  moveable  or 
immoveable,  at  any  time  within 
the  faid  period  of  three  years,  with¬ 
out  any  reftraint  or  hindrance,  ex¬ 
cept  on  account  of  debts  at  any 
time  contracted,  or  of  any  criminal 
profecution  for  acts  done  fubfe¬ 
quent  to  the  notification  of  this 
treaty. 

IX.  — As  it  is  neceflary  to  appoint 
a  certain  period  for  the  reftitutions 
hereinbefore  ftipulated,  it  is  agreed 
that  the  fame  fhali  take  place  in 
Europe  within  (one  month) — in  A- 
frica  and  America  within  (three 
months)-  and  in  Afia  within  (fix 
months)  after  the  ratification  of  the 
prefent  treaty. 

X.  — For  preventing  the  revival 
of  the  law-fuits  which  have  been 
ended  in  the  territories  to  be  re¬ 
ftored  by  virtue  of  this  treaty,  it  is 
agreed,  that  the  judgments  in  pri¬ 
vate  caufes  pronounced  in  the  laft 
refort,  and  which  have  acquired 
the  force  of  matters  determined, 
fhali  be  confirmed  and  executed  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  form  and  tenor. 

XI.  — The  decifion  of  the  prizes 
and  feizures  of  fhips  and  their  car¬ 
goes  taken  at  fea,  or  feized  in  the 
ports  of  either  country,  prior  to  the 
hoftilities,  fhali  be  referred  to  the 

re  fpe  Ctivc. 
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efpedfive  courts  of  juftice;  fo  that 
the  legality  of  the  faid  prizes  and 
Feizures  tliall  be  decided  according 

D 

to  ’he  law  of  nations,  and  to  trea¬ 
ties,  in  the  courts  of  jnftice  of  the 
nation  which  thall  have  made  the 
capture,  or  ordered  the  feizures. 
And,  in  order  to  prevent  all  caufes 
of  complaint  and  difpute  which 
may  arife  on  account  of  prizes 
which  may  be  made  at  fea  after  the 
ftgningof  this,' treaty,  it  is  recipro¬ 
cally  agreed,  that  the  veflels  and 
effects  which  may  be  taken  in  the 
Britifh  Channel  and  in  the  North 
Seas,  after  the  fpace  of  twelve  days, 
to  be  computed  from  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty, 
ill  all  be  reftored  on  each  fide :  - 
that  the  term  fhall  be  one  month 
from  the  Britifh  Channel  and  the 
North  Seas,  as  far  as  the  Canary 
Ifiands  inclufively,  whether  in  the 
ocean  or  in  the  Mediterranean : 
two  months  from  the  faid  Canary 
Ifiands  as  far  as  the  equinoctial  line 
i  or  equator:  —  three  months  from 
,  the  equator  to  any  part  to  the  weft- 
i  ward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  the  eafiward  of  Cape  Horn  : — 
and  laftly,  five  months  in  all  other 
i  parts  of  the  world,  without  any  ex¬ 
ception,  or  any  more  particular 
I  defcription  of  time  or  place. 

.  XII.  — -The  allies  of  the  two  par¬ 
ties,  that  is  to  fay,  her  Moft  Faith¬ 
ful  Majefty  as  ally  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  and  his  Catholic  Majefty 
,  and  the  Batavian  Republic  as  allies 
i  of  the  French  Republic,  fhall  be 
invited  by  the  two  contracting  par¬ 
ties  to  accede  to  this  peace  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  fpecified  in 
the  three  following  articles;  the 
execution  of  which  the  faid  two 
:  contracting  parties  reciprocally  gua¬ 
rantee  to  each  other,  being  thereto 
relpeCtively  authorized  by  their  a* 
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bove-mentioned  allies:  —  And  the 
two  contracting  parties  further 
agree,  that  if  their  allies  refpeCHve- 
ly  fhall  not  have  fo  acceded  within 
the  fpace  of  two  months  after  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this 
treaty,  the  party  fo  refuting  to  ac- 
cede,  fhall  not  receive  from  its  ally 
any  aid  or  fuceour  of  any  nature 
during  the  further  continuance  of 
the  war. 

XIII.  —  His  Britannic  Majefty 
engages  to  conclude  a  definitive 
peace  with  his  Catholic  Majefty  on 
the  footing  of  the  flare  of  poflef- 
fion  before  the  war,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of 

which  final!  remain  in  full  fove- 
reignty  to  his  Britannic  Majefty. 

XIV.  — His  Britannic  Majefty  in 
like  manner  engages  to  conclude  a 
definitive  peace  with  the  Batavian 
Republic  on  the  fame  footing  of 
the  ftate  of  pofteflion  before  the 
war,  with  the  exception  of 

which  fhall 

remain  to  his  Britannic  Majefty  in 
full  fovereignty,  and  of 
which  fhall  be  ceded  to  his  Majefty 
in  exchange  for 

In  confideration  of  thefe  reftlfu- 
tions,  to  be  hereby  made  by  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  all  property  be- 
longing  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
in  the  month  of  December  1794, 
and  which  has  been  feized  and  con- 
fifeated  fince  that  period,  fhall  be 
reftored  to  him,  or  a  full  equivalent 
in  money  given  him  for  the  fame. 
And  the  French  Republic  further 
engages  to  procure  for  him,  at  the 
general  peace,  an  adequate  corn- 
pen  fation  for  the  lofs  of  his  offices 
and  dignities  in  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces;  and  the  perfons  who  have 
been  imprifoned  or  banifhed,  or 
whofe  property  has  been  fequefter* 
ed  or  confifcated  in  the  faid  re¬ 
public^ 
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puolic,  on  account  of  their  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  mterefts  of  the  Honfe 
of  Orange,  or  to  the  former  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  United  Provinces, 
fhall  be  releafed,  and  fhall  be  at 
liberty  to  return  to  their  country, 
and  to  refide  therein,  and  to  enjoy 
their  property  there,  conforming 
themfelves  to  the  laws  and  confti- 
iution  there  eftablifhed. 

XV. — The  French  Republic  en¬ 
gages  to  conclude  a  definitive  peace 
with  her  Moil  Faithful  Majefty  on 
the  fame  footing  of  the  Rate  of  pof- 
feftion  before  the  war,  and  without 
any  further  demand  or  burthenfome 
condition  being  made  on  either 
tide. 

XVI.  — All  the  Populations  con¬ 
tained  in  this  treaty,  refpedfing  the 
time  and  manner  of  making  the 
reftitutions  therein  mentioned,  and 
all  the  privileges  thereby  referved 
to  the  inhabitants  or  proprietors  in 
the  ifiands  or  territories  reftored  or 
ceded,  fhall  apply  in  like  manner 
to  the  reftitutions  to  be  made  by 
virtue  of  any  of  the  three  laid  arti¬ 
cles,  viz.  the  XUIth,  XIVth,  and 
XVth,  except  in  thofe  initances 
where  the  fame  may  be  derogated 
from  by  the  mutual  confent  of  the 
parties  concerned. 

XVII.  — -All  former  treaties  of 
peace  between  the  refpedtive  par¬ 
ties,  to  whom  the  faid  three  articles 
relate,  and  which  fubftfted  and  were 
in  force  at  the  commencement  of 
hoftiiities  between  them  refpedtive- 
ly,  fhall  be  renewed,  except  in  luch 
inftances  only  where  the  fame  may 
be  derogated  from  by  mutual  con¬ 
tent  ;  and  the  articles  of  this  treaty 
for  the  reiteration  of  prifoners,  the 
ceffation  of  hoftiiities,  and  the  de- 
cifion  relative  to  prizes  and  feizures, 
fhall  equally  apply  to  the  refpedlive 
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parties  to  whom  the  faid  three  arti¬ 
cles  relate,  and  fhall  be  held  to  be 
in  full  force  between  them,  as  foon 
as  they  fhall  refpedtively  and  in 
due  form  have  acceded  to  this 
treaty. 

XVIII.— All  fequeftrations  im- 
pofed  by  any  of  the  parties  named 
in  this  treaty,  on  the  rights,  proper¬ 
ties,  or  debts  of  individuals  belong¬ 
ing  to  any  other  of  the  faid  parties, . 
fhall  be  taken  off,  and  the  property, 
of  whatever  kind,  fhall  be  reftored 
in  the  fulled;  manner  to  the  lawful 
owner,  or  juft  compenfation  be 
made  for  it :  And  all  complaints  of 
injury  done  to  private  property, 
contrary  to  the  ufual  pradlice  and 
rules  of  war,  and  all  claims  of  pri¬ 
vate  rights  or  property  which  be¬ 
longed  to  individuals  at  the  periods 
of  the  commencement  of  hoftiiities 
refpedtively  between  the  faid  par¬ 
ties,  viz.  Great  Britain  and  Portu¬ 
gal  on  the  one  fide,  and  France, 
Spain,  and  Holland  on  the  other, 
and  which  ought,  according  to  the 
ufual  practice  and  laws  of  nations, 
to  revive  at  the  period  of  peace, 
fhall  be  received,  heard,  and  decid¬ 
ed,  in  therefpedtive  courts  of  juftice 
of  the  different  parties;  and  full 
juftice  therein  fhall  be  done  by  each 
of  the  faid  parties  to  the  fubjeeb 
and  people  of  the  other,  in  the  lame 
manner  as  to  their  own  fubjedts  or 
people.  A  nd  if  any  complaint  fhouid 
ariie  refpedting  the  execution  of  this 
article,  which  complaint  fhall  not 
be  fettled  by  mutual  agreement  be¬ 
tween  the  refpedtive  governments 
within  twelve  months  after  the  fame 
fhall  have  been  preferred  to  them, 
the  fame  fhall  be  determined  by 
fworn  commiiiioners  to  be  appoint¬ 
ed  on  each  fide,  with  power  to  call 
in  an  arbitrator  of  any  indifferent 

nation  y 
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nation ;  and  the  decifion  of  the  faid 
commiffioners  fhail  be  binding,  and 
without  appeal. 

XiX.  —  His  Britannic  Majefty 
and  the  French  Republic  promile 
to  obferve  fincerely,  and  bona  fide, 
all  the  articles  contained  and  eftab- 
lifhed  in  the  prefent  treaty;  and 
they  will  not  fuffer  the  fame  to  be 
infringed,  directly  or  indirectly,  by 
their  refpeftive  fubjefts;  and  the 
faid  contracting  parties  guarantee  to 
each  other,  generally  and  recipro¬ 
cally,  all  the  ftipulations  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  treaty. 

XX.  —'The  folemn  ratifications 
of  the  prefent  treaty,  prepared  in 
good  and  due  -  form,  fhail  be  ex¬ 
changed  in 

between  the  contracting  parties, 
in  the  fpace  of  a  month,  or  fooner, 
if  poffible,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent 
treaty. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  &c.  &c. 

No.  14.  (B.) 

Note  from  Lord  Malmejbury  to  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries. 

THE  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty  has  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  prefenting  to  the  Miniiters 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public,  in  confequence  of  the  with 
exprefled  by  them  in  the  confer¬ 
ence  of  this  morning,  the  following 
note :  which  he  requefts  them  at 
the  fame  time  to  confider,  not  fo 
much  in  the  light  of  an  official  pa* 
per  as  of  a  verbal  and  confidential 
Communication,  and  as  a  proof  ol 
his  , reach nefs  to  facilitate  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  Ihe  negotiation,  by  giving 
them,  on  the  very  outlet,  all  the  ex¬ 
planations  in  his  power  on  the  pro¬ 
jet  of  the  treaty  which  he  has  deli¬ 
vered  to  them. 
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If,  as  the  Minifters  Plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  the  French  Republic  have 
aftured  him,  it  is  contrary  to  their 
moil  pofitive  inftruCtions  to  enter 
into  any  difculfion  relative  to  the 
celfion  of  thole  pofielfions  which 
belonged  to  France  before  the  war, 
it  is  ufelefs  to  dwell  on  the  Vlth 
article,  fince  the  compenfations 
which  his  Britannic  Majefty  might 
have  demanded  by  that  article,  in 
return  for  the  reftitutions  which  he 
is  difpofed  to  make  for  the  re-eftab- 
lifhment  of  peace,  muft,  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  this  declaration,  be  fought 
for  in  the  ceffions  to  be  made  by 
his  Catholic  Majefty  and  the  Bata¬ 
vian  Republic, 

Lord  Malmefbury  therefore  pro- 
pofes  to  infert  in  the  Xlllth  arti¬ 
cle,  after  the  words  flatus  ante  beU 
lum ,  the  following  words:  44  With 
the  exception  of  the  ifland  of  Tri¬ 
nidad,  which  fhail  remain  in  full 
pofleftion  to  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty.”  i 

Lord  Malmefbury  imagines  that 
it  is  unnecefiary  for  him  to  repeat 
the  reafons  which  induce  him  t® 
infift  upon  the  retaining  of  this  con- 
quell,  unlefs  compensation  fnould 
be  made  for  it  by  fome  other  cef-  . 
non  which  fhail  balance  the  aug¬ 
mentation  of  power  accruing  to 
France,  from  the  acquifition  of  the 
Spanifh  part  of  St.  Domingo. 

With  regard  to  the  XIV tli  arti¬ 
cle,  Lord  Malmefbury  propofes, 
that  after  the  words  flatus  ante  hel¬ 
ium ,  fhould  be  added,  44  With  the 
exception  of  the  town,  fort,  and 
eftabiifhment  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  of  the  polTeffions  which 
belonged  to  the  Dutch  before  the 
war  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  and  of 
the  town  and  fort  of  Cochin,  which 
fhail  be  ceded  to  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty  in  exchange  for  the  town  of 
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Negapatnam  and  its  dependen¬ 
cies/’ 

Lord  Malmeihury  repeats  to  the 
Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  Republic  the  affurance  of 
his  readinefs  to  concur  with  them, 
in  every  thing  which  ili3.ll  depend 
on  him,  to  bring  the  negotiation  to 
a  liappv  iffiic ;  and  re  quells  of  them, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  accept  the  af- 
furances  of  his  high  consideration. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 

Ztjky  July  7,  1797. 

No.  15.  (C.) 

A  note  from  the  French  Pleni¬ 
potentiaries  to  Lord  Malmeihury, 
dated  July  9,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  the  foregoing  paper,  and 
propofing  a  conference  with  his 
Lordfliip  on  the  fubjefl  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day. 

No.  16.  (D.) 

Mote  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to 
Lord  Malmejbnry ,  dated  Lijle . 

TPIE  Minifters  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  French  Republic  lofe  no 
time  in  complying  with  the  with 
exprefied  to  them  by  the  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary  of  his  Brifannic 
Majefty,  by  tranftnitting  to  him  a 
note  pn  the  three  points  which  were 
the  fubject  of  their  conference  of 
this  day. 

L  They  have  pofitive  orders  to 
require  the  renunciation  of  the 
title  of  the  King  of  France,  borne 
bv  his  Britannic  Maieftv.  Lord 
Malmeihury  is  requefted  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  queftion  is  not 
only  of  a  renunciation  of  the  rights 
which  might  be  pretended  to  be 
derived  from  this  title,  but  further 
and  formally  of  the  title  itfelf. 
The  eftablifhment  of  the  French 
Republic  and  the  acknowledgment 
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of  this  form  of  government  by  the 
King  of  England,  will  not  allow  of 
his  retaining  a  title  which  would 
imply  the  exiftence  in  France  of  an 
order  of  things  which  is  at  an  end. 

II.  The  Minifters  Plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  the  Republic  are  ordered  to 
demand  the  reftitution  of  the  vef- 
fels  taken  or  deftroyed  at  Toulon. 
Great  Britain  has  publicly  and 
formally  declared  that  thefe  vefteis 
were  taken  in  truft  for  the  King  of 
France.  This  truft  is  facred.  It 
inconteftibiy  belongs  to  the  Repub¬ 
lic,  which  exercifes  the  rights  and- 
the  fovereignty  that  Great  Britain 
attributed  to  Louis  XVII.  at  the 
period  of  the  capture  of  Toulon. 
His  Britannic  Majefty  cannot, 
therefore,  in  acknowledging  the 
French  Republic,  deny  its  right  to 
the  reftitution  required,  or  refufe 
either  to  make  the  reftitution,  or 
to  offer  an  equivalent  for  it. 

III.  The  Minifters  Plenipoten¬ 
tiary  have  orders  to  demand,  and 
do  demand,  the  renunciation,  on 
the  part  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
of  the  mortgage  on  Belgium. — 
That  country  was  mortgaged  for 
the  loans  made  by  the  Emperor  in 
England.  It  has  become  an  inte- 
gral  part  of  the  French  Republic, 
and  cannot  be  burthened  with  fuck 
a  mortgage. 

The  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  Republic  requeft  Lord 
Malmeihury  to  accept  the  affurance 
of  their  high  confideration. 

(Signed) 

Le  Tourneur. 

Pleville  le  Pellet. 

LIugues  B.  Maret. 

Lijle ,  le  22  Mejfidor ,  5th year 
of  the  Republic , 

(July  10,  1797. j 

CoLCHEN, 

Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Legation. 

.No. 
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(No.  17.) 

lixtraH  of  a  D if  patch  from  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  to  Lord  Mahnefbury ,  dated 

Downing  -jheet ,  July  13,  1797. 

WITH  refpedt  to  the  demands 
contained  in  the  note  tranfmitted 
to  your  Lordfliip  by  the  French  mi- 
nifters,  they  have  been  naturally 
received  here  with  great  furprife. 
On  the  lubjedt  of  the  Netherlands 
as  connected  with  the  Auftrian 
loans,  it  is  conceived  that  any  ex¬ 
planation  between  his  Majefty  and 
the  French  government  is  wholly 
nnneceftary.  The  loans  raifed  in 
England  for  the  fervice  of  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Germany,  and  guaranteed 
by  aft  of  parliament  here,  red,  as 
your  Lordfhip  will  perceive  by 
the  annexed  copy  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  on  that  fubjeH,  upon  the  fecu- 
rjty  of  all  the  revenues  of  all  the 
hereditary  dominions  of  his  Impe¬ 
rial  Majefty.  They  do  not  feem  in 
any  manner  to  come  under  the  de¬ 
scription  contained  in  the  Vlth  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  preliminaries  between 
Auftria  and  France,  refpedting 
mortgages  upon  the  foil  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands;  on  which  ground  alone 
France  could  have  any  pretence  to 
interfere  in  the  bufinefs.  Nor  is 
this  fubjedt  one  which  appears  to 
be  in  any  manner  a  lit  point  of  dif- 
cuffion  between  his  Majefty  and  the 
Republic;  the  King  neither  forms, 
nor  has  any  intention  of  forming 
any  demand  on  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  for  the  payment  of  any 
part  either  of  the  intereft  or  capital 
of  thofe  loans.  It  is  to  the  Empe¬ 
ror  alone  that  his  Majefty  looks  for 
the  performance  of  his  Imperial 
Majefty’s  engagements  to  him;  and 
it  is  upon  the  Auftrian  govern¬ 
ment,  and  upon  its  revenues,  that 
individuals  concerned  in  thofe  loans 
Vol,  XXXIX* 


’APE  R  S.  193 

have  claims  of  private  right,  and 
means  of  perfonal  demand,  fecured 
to  them  by  the  convention. 

On  the  other  two  points  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  the  obfervations 
which  your  Lordfliip  has  already 
made  upon  them:  and  we  can 
therefore  only  wait  with  patience 
for  the  anfwer  to  the firojet  delivered 
by  your  Lordfliip,  which  will  en¬ 
able  us  to  form  a  judgment  on  the 
intentions  of  the  government  with 
whom  we  are  treating:. 

O 

Right  Lion.  Lord  Mahnefbury ; 

(No.  18.) 

Extract  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Mai  me f 
bury  to  Lord  Grenville ,  dated  Jjff 
1 6  th  July ,  1797. 

IT  was  at  the  exprefs  invitation 
of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries 
that  I  met  them  on  Thuriday  the 
13  th  inftant;  one  of  them  ftated 
their  motive  for  wifhing  to  confer 
with  me,  not  to  be.  in  confequence 
of  any  anfwer  they  had  received, 
from  Paris  on  the  fubjedl  of  the 
firojet ,  which,  lie  obferved,  could 
not  be  expected  fo  loon,  but  to  re¬ 
lume  the  difcuflion  on  the  article 
which  he  had  objected  to  on  my 
firft  reading  the  projet ,  and  on  which 
they  conceived  it  was  pofiible  and 
even  expedient  to  argue  before  we 
entered  on  the  more  important 
branches  of  the  negotiation.  It 
was  Article  II.  that  he  referred  to. 
He  objected  to  the  renewal  of  the 
treaties  therein  mentioned,  from  va¬ 
rious  reafons  :  Firft,  That  many, 
and  even  moft  of  them,  were  irrele¬ 
vant  to  that  we  were  now  negoti¬ 
ating  ;  Secondly,  That  they  were 
in  eontradidlion  to  the  new  order 
of  things  eftabli-ftied  in  France,  as 
they  feem  to  imply  an  acknow¬ 
ledgement  that  a  portion  of  the  re- 
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gal  authority  is  {till  exifting;  Third¬ 
ly,  That  they  might  be  fuppofed  to 
apply  to  conventions  and  ftipula- 
tions,  in  direCt  contradiction  to 
their  prefent  form  of  government; 
und  he  quoted  the  convention  of 
'Pilnitz  in  particular.  I  was  about 
to  reply  to  him,  and  I  truft  in  a  way 
that  would  have  done  away  his  ap- 
prehenfions  on  this  point,  when 
another  of  them  interpofed,  by  fay¬ 
ing,  That  their  fincere  and  only 
detire  was  that  the  treaty  we  were 
now  entering  upon  might  be  fo 
framed  as  to  fecure  permanently 
the  object  for  which  it  was  intend¬ 
ed;  that  no  article  likely  to  pro¬ 
duce  this  end  might  be  omitted, 
noranv  doubtful  one  inferted;  but 
that  the  whole,  as  well  with  regard 
to  the  paft  as  to  the  future,  might 
befo  clearly  and  diftinCtly  exprefT- 
ed,  that  no  room  for  cavil  might  be 
left.  This  he  allured  me,  in  the 
name  of  his  colleagues,  was  all  that 
was  meant  by  their  objection  to 
renew  fo  many  treaties  in  which 
fuch  various  interefts  were  blended, 
# nd  fo  many  points  difcuffed  foreign 
to  the  prefent  moment.  Their  re¬ 
newing  them  in  a  lump,  and  with¬ 
out  examining  carefully  to  what  we 
were  pledged  by  them,  might  in¬ 
volve  us  in  difficulties,  much  better 
to  be  avoided.  I  replied,  that  I 
admitted  moll  certainly  all  that  he 
faid,  and  that  it  was  with  this  view, 
and  on  this  principle  folely,  that 
the  renewal  of  thefe  treaties  was 
propofed  by  his  Majefly;  and  that 
if  he  recollected  (as  he  undoubtedly 
did)  the  different  wars  "which  were 
terminated  by  thefe  treaties,  and 
the  many  important  regulations  fti- 
pulated  by  them,  he  would  admit 
that  the  allowing  thun  to  remain 
in  their  full  force  was  limply  an 
acknowledgement  of  the  tenure  by 
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which  almoft  all  the  fovereigns  of 
Europe,  and  particularly  the  French 
Republic,  held  their  dominions  up 
to  this  day.  That  thefe  treaties 
were  become  the  law  of  nations, 
and  that  infinite  confufion  would  re- 
fult  from  their  not  being  renewed. 

He  replied,  that  our  object  was 
evidently  the  fame;  that  we  only* 
differed  as  to  the  manner.  I  thought 
the  renewing  thefe  treaties  in  tot 0 
-would  the  bell  contribute  to  it; 
while  they  were  inclined  to  think, 
that  extracting  from  them  every 
thing  which  immediately  related  to 
the  interefts  of  the  two  countries, 
and  ftating  it  in  one  article,  was 
more  likely  to  attain  this  deferable 
object.  The  French  miniller  a- 
gain  repeated,  that  their  firft  with 
was,  that  the  treaty  we  were  now 
making  ftiould  be  clear,  diftinCt, 
folid,  and  lafting,  and  fuch  a  one  as 
could  not,  at  any  future  period,  be 
broken  through  without  a  manifefl 
violation  of  good  faith.  And  I  a • 
gain  repeated,  that  nothing  could 
be  fo  confonant  to  my  orders,  or 
the  intentions  of  mv  Royal  Mafter. 

j  * 

One  of  the  French  Plenipoten— 
tiaries  w7as  difpofed  to  dwell  on  his 
objections,  wrhich  were,  that  thefe 
treaties  were  figned  w'hen  France 
was  a  monarchy,  and  that  any  re- 
trofpeCt  to  thofe  times  implied  % 
fort  of  cenfure  on  their  prefent 
form  of  government -but  this  was 
arguing  on  fuch  wreak  ground,  and 
fo  incapable  of  being  ferioutly  main¬ 
tained,  that  I,  to  avoid  fuperfluous 
contradiction,  was  very  willing  to 
let  it  pafs  unnoticed.  After  a  good 
deal  of  very  conciliatory,  and  even 
amicable  difeuflion,  in  which,  howr-* 
ever,  neither  party  gave  much  way 
to  the  other,  it  was  propofed  by 
them  that  wre  fhould  return  home,, 
to  meet  again  as  foon  as  w^as  con¬ 
venient,. 
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venient,  after  an  attentive  and  de¬ 
liberate  pernfal  of  thefe  treaties,  in 
order  to  date  reipeCtivelv  our  ideas 
on  this  fubjeet.  I  obferved,  that 
although  I  was  perfectly  prepared 
to  do  it  at  the  moment,  and  felt  al- 
mod^boid  enough  to  affirm,  that  no 
meaiure  could  be  devifed  which 
would  io  completely  meet  our  in¬ 
tentions  as  an  unreferved  renewal 
of  the  treaties  they  hefitated  about, 
7et  ^  Vv"as  very  willing  to  acquiefce 
in  their  propofal,  with  this  Ample 
obfervation,  that  if  any  delay  arofe 
from  it,  fuch  delay  was  imputable 
to  them  and  not  to  me.  Mv  words 
were,  Je  ne  me  rends  fas  ref [ionf able 
des  longueurs  dans  lef quelle s  cetie  difeuf- 
Jlon  Jiourrait  nous  c?itrair,er.  The 
French  minider’s  anfwer  was.  Si 
des.  longueurs  fervent  a  determiner  des 
ebjets  qui  jiourr a; ent  donner  lieu  a  des 
quere.de s  a  /’ avenir,  ce  Jera  du  iems  bien 
em/dqye.  It  was  not  my  with  to  con- 
ted  this  adertion,  and  our  confer¬ 
ence  ended  with  it. 

(No.  19.) 

£xtr  a  ft  of  a  Difpaich  from  ford 

Malmefbury  to  Lord  Grenville ,  dated 
July  16,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

Yederday,  at  the  moment  I  was 
preparing  to  attend  the  conference, 
in  which  we  were  to  enter  into 
fuller  difcuffions  on  the  litigated 
fubjeCt  of  the  renewal  of  the  trea¬ 
ties  mentioned  in  the  fecond  arti¬ 
cle  of  the  firojet ,  I  received  from 
the  French  Legation  the  inclofed 
paper  (A).  In  about  an  hour  I 
returned  the  inclofed  anfwer  (B), 
to  which  I  received  the  inclofed  re- 
pfy  (C);  and  I  am  this  moment 
come  from  the  conference  which 
has  taken  place  in  confequence 
of  it. 
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I  began  by  faying,  that  I  had  fo- 
licited  this  interview  from  the  fame 
motive  which  would  actuate,  every 
part  of  my  conduct ;  that  I  widied 
to  make  my  reports  not  only  cor- 
recd,  but  conciliatory,  as  far  as  de¬ 
pended  on  me;  and  I  now  was 
come,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  ob¬ 
tain  from  them  fuch  comments  and 
explanations  on  the  note  they  fent 
to  me  yederday,  as  would  enable 
me,  when  I  tranfmitted  it  to  my 
court,  to  fecure  the  negotiatioh 
from  being  interrupted,  perhaps  a- 
bruptly  terminated,  by  theperufal  of 
it.  If  I  underdood  it  right,  it  meant, 
that  the  Directory  requires,  as 
afne  qua  non  preliminary,  that  every 
thing  the  King  has  conquered  from 
all  and  each  of  his  enemies  fhould 
be  redored,  and  that,  till  this  res¬ 
toration  was  confented  to,  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  was  not  even  to  begin. 
I  faid,  if  I  was  correCt  in  this  date- 
ment,  and  the  plain  fenfe  of  the  de¬ 
claration  would  bear  no  other  in¬ 
terpretation,  I  mud  add,  that  it 
would  not  only  mod  certainly  pre¬ 
vent  the  treaty  from  beginning,  but 
would  leave  no  room  for  treating 
at  all,  fince  it  deprived  his  Maj edy 
of  every  means  of  negotiation  ;  for 
I  could  not  fuppofe  that  it  was  in 
their  thoughts  to  intimate  that  the 
principle  of  the  treaty,  as  far  as  it 
related  to  his  Majedy,  was  to  be  one 
of  all  cedion,  and  no  compenfa- 
tion;  and  yet  that  was  precifely  the 
pofition  in  which  his  Majedy  was 
placed  by  their  note. 

One  of  the  French  Plenipoten¬ 
tiaries,  who  had  let  me  proceed  ra¬ 
ther  reluctantly,  here  dopt  me,  and 
faid,  that  he  and  his  colleagues  were 
exceedingly  happy  that  I  had  ex- 
preded  a  with  to  fee  them  before  I 
difpatched  my  meffenger;  that  they 
widied  to  afrure  me,  that  they  had 
^  2  thought 
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thought  it  dealing  fairly  and  ho¬ 
nourably  to  ftate  what  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Directory  in  the 
very  words  in  which  it  came  to 
them  :  that  thev  fliould  be  forrv  if 

j  j 

the  declaration  they  had  been  di¬ 
rected  to  make  me,  fliould  be  of  a 
nature  to  interrupt,  much  lefs  to 
break  off  the  negotiation;  that  it 
was  the  flncere  with  of  the  Direct¬ 
ory  that  the  negotiation  fliould 
proceed  and  end  iuccefsfully;  and 
that,  far  from  flmtting  the  floor  to 
further  difcuflions,  they  were  per¬ 
fectly  ready  to  hear  any  propofals 
we  had  to  make,  and  onlv  wiflied 
that  thefe  propofals  flaould  be,  if 
poilible,  fuch  as  were  compatible 
with  their  moft  facred  engagements. 
I  repeated  what  I  had  faid,  that  no 
door  was  left  open  if  his  Majefty 
was  in  limine  to  reftore  every  thing : 
and  that  a  peace  on  thefe  conditions 
would  not  be  heard  of  by  the 
country.  I  obferved,  that  imme¬ 
diately  on  leaving  them,  I  fliould 
difpatch  a  meflenger;  but  what  that 
meflenger  carried  would  moft  ma¬ 
terially  affedf  the  progrefs  and  iflue 
of  the  negotiation  ;  I  therefore  de- 
flred  to  know  whether*,  in  confe- 
quence  of  what  I  had  heard  from 
them,  I  might  confiderthe  ftridt  and 
literal  meaning  of  the  declaration 
not  to  be  a  decided  negative  (which 
it  certainly  feemed  to  imply)  on  all 
compenfation  whatever  to  be  made 
to  his  Majefty,  but  that  propofals 
tending  to  this  effedl  would  ftill  be 
liftened  to.  One  of  them  anfwer- 
ed,  “  Certainly;  and  if  they  fliould 
be  found  fuch  as  it  will  be  impoffi- 
ble  for  us  to  admit,  we  will,  on  our 
tide,  bring  forward  others  for  your 
court  to  deliberate  on.”  .Under  this 
aflurance,  which  at  leaft,  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree,  qualifies  the  declaration 


of  yefterday,  I  broke  up  the  confe¬ 
rence. 

No.  20.  (A.) 

Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to 
Lord  Malmefbury. 

THE  Minifters  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  French  Republic  have  tranf* 
mitted  to  their  government  the 
[irojet  of  the  treaty,  and  the  note 
relating  thereto,  which  were  deli¬ 
vered  to  them  the  20th  of  the  pre- 
fent  month,  by  the'  Minifter  Pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty.  They  have  juft  received 
frefh  communications  and  orders, 
which  require  that  they  fhould 
make  the  following  declaration  to 
Lord  Malmefbury.  —  There  exifts 
in  the  public  and  fecret  treaties, 
by  which  the  French  Republic  is 
bound  to  its  allies,  Spain  and  the 
Batavian  Republic,  articles  by  which 
the  three  powers  refpedtively  gua¬ 
rantee  the  territories  poflefled  by 
each  of  them  before  the  war.  The 
French  government,  unable  to  de¬ 
tach  itlelf  from  the  engagements 
which  it  has  contracted  by  thefe 
treaties,  eftablifhes,.  as  an  indifpen- 
fable. preliminary  of  the  negotiation 
for  peace  with  England,  the  con- 
lent  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  to  the 
reftitution  of  all  the  pofleflions 
which  he  occupies,  not  only  from 
the  French  Republic,  but  further 
and  formally  of  thofe  of  Spain  and 
the  Batavian  Republic.  In  ccnfe- 
quence,  the  underfigned  Minif¬ 
ters  Plenipotentiary  requeft  Lord 
Malmefbury  to  explain  himfelf  with 
regard  to  this  reftitution,  and  to 
confent  to  it,  if  he  is  fufficiently 
authorized  to  do  fo;  if  not,  and  in 
the  contrary  cafe,  to  fend  a  mef- 
fenger  to  his  court,  in  order  to  pro- 

1  cure 
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cure  the  neceftary  powers.  The 
object  of  the  conference  which  was 
to  have  taken  place  to-day  being 
neceflarilv  delayed  by  the  purport 
of  the  above-mentioned  declaration, 
the  minifrers  plenipotentiary  of  the 
Republic  have  to  exprefs  to  Lord 
Malmefburv  the  regret  they  feel  in 
loting  this  opportunity  of  converf- 
ing  together,  which  they  had  them- 
felves  folicited  But  in  cafe  Lord 
Malmefbury  fnould  have  any  com¬ 
munication  to  make  to  them,  they 
beg  him  to  believe  that  they  will 
always  be  happy  to  receive  him, 
and  to  liften  to  him  whenever  he 
may  think  it  proper.  They  re- 
queft  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  ac¬ 
cept  anew  the  affurances  of  their 
high  confederation. 

(Signed)  Le  Tourneur. 

Pleville  iePelley. 

H  UGUES  B.  Maret. 

27  Me  (ft dor*  5  th year  of  the 

Republic,  (July  15,  11  Ml.) 

COLCHEN, 

Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Legation. 

No.  21.  (B.) 

A  fhort  note  from  Lord  Malmef¬ 
bury  to  the  French  Plenipotentia¬ 
ries,  dated  July  15,  in  anfwer  to 
the  foregoing,  hating  that  his  in- 
ftruftions  by  no  means  authorife 
him  to  admit  that  which  their  de¬ 
claration  feemed  intended  to  efta- 
blifh  ;  and  requeuing  a  conference 
with  them  upon  the  fubjedL 

No.  22.  (C.) 

A  note  from  the  French  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  in  reply  to  the  above,  of 
the  fame  date,  appointing  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning  for  the  propofed 
conference. 

(No.  23.) 

Copy  of  a  Difpiatch from  Lord  Grenville 


to  Lord  Malmefbury ,  dated  Dozening* 

flreet,  July  20,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordftiip’s  difpatches  by 
the  meffengerDreffms,  were  Receiv¬ 
ed  here  on  the  ,17th  inftant,  at 
night;  and  I  loft  no  time  in  receiv¬ 
ing  his  Majefty’s  commands  on  the 
very  important  fubjeft  of  your  let¬ 
ter,  No.  9. 

I  am  much  concerned  to  be  un¬ 
der  the  neceffity  of  remarking,  that 
the  claim  brought  forward  in  the 
note  tranfmitted  to  your  Lordfhip 
by  the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  is 
in  itfelf  fo  extravagant,  and  fo  little 
to  be  reconciled  either  with  the 
former  profeftions  of  thofe  minif- 
ters,  or  with  their  conduct  in  the 
previous  ftages  of  the  negotiation, 
that  it  affords  the  ftrongeft  pre- 
fumption  of  a  determination  to 
preclude  all  means  of  accommoda¬ 
tion.  If  fuch  is  really  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  the  Directory,  nothing 
can  remain  for  this  country  but  to 
perfevere  in  oppoftng,  with  an  e- 
nergy  and  fpirit  proportioned  to 
the  exigency,  a  fyftem  which  muft 
tend  to  perpetuate  a  ftate  of  war 
and  civil  tumult  in  every  part  of 
Europe. 

The  natural  ftep  upon  the  pre- 
fent  occafton  would  therefore  have 
been  to  diredf  your  Lordfhip  to 
terminate  at  once  a  negotiation 
which,  on  the  footing  now  propof¬ 
ed  by  the  enemy,  affords  neither  the 
hope  nor  the  means  of  any  favoura¬ 
ble  concliifton  ;  nothing  being  left 
for  treaty  where,  as  a  preliminary 
ftep,  one  party  is  required  to  con¬ 
cede  every  thing,  and  all  compenfa- 
tion  from  the  other  is  abfolutely  and 
at  once  precluded.  His  Majefty’s 
fervants  have,  however,  obferved, 
that  in  the  conclufton  of  your  Lord¬ 
ftiip’s  conference  with  the  French 
N  3  Plenipotentiaries 
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Plenipotentiaries  on  the  fubjedt  of 
the  note  in  queftion,  the  prefident 
of  that  million  informed  vour  Lord- 
fhip,  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
refill  all  compenfation  for  the  im- 
menfe  extent  of  reftitution  de¬ 
manded  from  his  Majefty,  and  for 
the  other  obvious  circumftahces  of 
difad  van!  ape  to  this  country  in  the 
fituation  of  Europe,  as  refulting 
from  the  war;  and  even  added, 
that  he  and  his  colleagues  would 
eventually  bring  forward  propofals 
on  this  head  for  the  deliberation 
of  the  King’s  government.  It  ap¬ 
peared  poftible  that  fome  advantage 
might  perhaps  arife  to  the  great 
pbjedl  of  peace,  from  grounding  on 
this  declaration  a  further  proceed¬ 
ing,  fuch  as  might  afford  to  the 
Direftory  (if  they  are  fo  difpofed) 
the  means  of  replacing  the  negoti¬ 
ation  on  a  more  practicable  foot¬ 
ing.  —  With  the  view  therefore  of 
leaving  .nothing  untried  which  can 
contribute  to  reliore  peace  on  any 
jfui table  terms,  his  Majefty  has  been 
pleafed  to  diredt  that  your  Lord- 
fhip  fhould  for  that  purpofe  afk  an¬ 
other  conference  with  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries.  In  this  confe¬ 
rence  your  Lordfhip  will  remark 
In  fuch  terms  as  the  occafon  mull 
naturally  fuggeft  to  you  upon  the 
indefenfible  fpirit  and  tendency  of 
the  demand  now  made  by  France. 
You  will  obferve  that  France,  treat¬ 
ing  in  conjunction  with  her  allies, 
and  in  their  name,  cannot,  with 
any  pretence  of  juftice  and  fairnefs, 
opppfe  her  treaties  with  them  as 
an  obflacle  in  the  way  of  any  rea- 
fonable  propofal  of  peace  in  which 
they  are  to  be  included.  In  a  fe- 
parate  negotiation,  to  which  they 
were  not  parties,  fuch  a  plea  might 
perhaps  have  been  urged ;  but  in 
that  cafe  prance  would  have  been 
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bound  to  offer,  from  her  own 
means,  that  compenfation  which 
file  did  not  think  herfelf  at  liberty 
to  encage  to  obtain  from  her  allies, 

GO 

And  fuch  was,  in  fa£t,  as  your 
Lordfhip  mull  remember,  the  prin¬ 
ciple  on  which  his  Majefty  offered 
to  treat  laft  year,  when  he  was  real¬ 
ly  bound  by  engagements  to  Aus¬ 
tria,  ftmilar  to  thofe  which  are  now 
alleged  by  France.  But  it  never 
can  be  allowed  that  France,  Spain, 
and  Holland,  negotiating  jointly 
for  a  peace  with  Great  Britain,  can 
fet  up,  as  a  bar  to  our  juft  demands, 
the  treaties  between  themfelves, 
from  which  they  are  at  once  able 
to  releafe  each  ether  whenever 
they  think  fit. 

You  will  further  remark,  that 
even  if,  contrary  to  all  reaion,  fuch 
a  principle  could  for  a  moment 
have  been  admitted  on  our  part, 
Fill  even  that  principle,  inadmilfL 
ble  as  it  is,  could  only  apply  to 
public  treaties,  known  to  thofe 
who  agreed  to  be  governed  by 
them,  and  not  to  fecret  articles, 
unknown  even  to  the  French  Ple¬ 
nipotentiaries,  or  concealed  by  one 
of  them  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
others. 

You  will  add  in  explicit,  though 
not  offenfive  terms,  that  the  whole 
of  this  pretence  now  fet  up  by 
France  is  inconteftabiy  frivolous 
and  illufory ;  being  grounded  on  a 
fuppofition  of  a  ftate  of  things  di- 
recftlv  contrary  to  that  which  is 

j  4 

known  really  to  exift;  it  being 
perfectly  notorious  that  both  Spain 
and  Holland,  fo  far  from  wifhing  to 
continue  the  war,  were  compelled 
by  France  to  engage  in  it,  greatly 
againft  their  own  wifhes;  and  to 
undertake,  without  the  means  of 
fupporting  it,  a  conteft  in  which 
they  had  nothing  to  gain,  and  eve¬ 
ry 
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ty  thing  to  lofe.  It  never,  there¬ 
fore,  can  be  allowed  to  be  a  qnef- 
tion  oi  any  poffible  doubt,  but  that 
the  Directory,  If  they  really  wifli 
It,  muff  already  have  obtained,  or 
could  at  any  moment  obtain,  the 
con  Cent  of  thole  powers  to  fuch 
terms  of  peace  as  have  been  propos¬ 
ed  by  his  Majefty.  If,  however, 
France,  from  any  motive  of  inte- 
reft  or  engagement,  is  in  truth  de- 
firous  to  procure  for  them  the  refti- 
tution  of  poffeffions  which  they 
were  unable  to  defend,  and  have  no 
means  to  reconquer,  the  project  de¬ 
livered  by  your  Lordfhip  afforded 
an  opening  for  this ;  thofe  articles 
having  been  fo  drawn  as  to  leave  it 
to  France  to  provide  a  compensa¬ 
tion  to  his  Majefty,  either  out  of 
her  own  colonies,  or  out  of  thofe 
of  her  allies,  respectively  conquer¬ 
ed  by  his  Majefty’s  arms.  The 
choice  between  thefe  alternatives 
may  be  left  to  the  Directory ;  but 
to  refufe  both  is,  in  other  words,  to 
refufe  all  compensation.  This  is 
nevertheless  expreflly  declared  not 
to  be  the  intention  of  thofe  with 
whom  you  treat.  It  is  therefore 
necefiary  that  your  Lordfhip  Should 
demand  from  them  a  itatement  of 
the  propofals  which,  as  they  in¬ 
formed  you,  they  have  to  make,  in 
order  to  do  away  this  apparent  con¬ 
tradiction,  which  the  King’s  fer- 
vants  are  wholly  unable  to  recon¬ 
cile  bv  any  luggeftion  of  theirs, 
even  if  it  were  fitting  and  reasona¬ 
ble  for  them  to  bring  forward  any 
new  propofals,  immediately  after 
the  detailed  projeCt  which  was  de¬ 
livered  on  the  part  of  this  country 
at  the  outfet  of  the  negotiation. 

Since  that  projeCt  is  not  acceded 
io,  we  have  evidently,  and  on  every 
ground,  a  right  to  expeCt  a  counter 
projeCt,  equally  full  and  explicit,  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy.  You  will 


therefore  ftate  to  the  French  minis¬ 
ters  diftinCtly,  that  the  only  hope  of 
bringing  this  bufinefs  to  a  favoura¬ 
ble  conclufion,  is  by  their  {fating  at 
once  plainly,  and  without  referve, 
the  whole  of  what  they  have  to 
afk,  inftead  of  bringing  forward  Se¬ 
parate  points  one  after  the  other, 
not  only  contrary  to  the  avowed 
principle  of  the  negotiation  pro- 
pofed  by  themfelves,  but,  as  it  ap¬ 
pears,  even  contrary  to  the  expec¬ 
tation  of  the  milliners  themfelves 
who  are  employed  on  the  part  of 
F ranee.  There  can  be  no  pretence 
for  refuting  a  compliance  with  this 
demand,  if  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
France  are  difpofed  to  forward  the 
objeCt  of  peace.  And  the  obtain- 
ingfuch  a  ftatement  from  them  is, 
as  I  have  before  ftated  to  your 
Lordfhip,  a  point  of  fo  much  im¬ 
portance,  in  any  courfe  which  this 
negotiation  may  take,  that  it  is  the 
King’s  pleafure  that  your  Lordfhip 
fhould  ufe  every  poffible  endeavour 
to  prevent  their  eluding  fo  juft  a 
demand. 

After  what  has  pafied,  it  is,  I  fear, 
very  doubtful  whether  fuch  a  coun¬ 
ter  projeCt  would  be  framed  on 
principles  fuch  as  could  be  admit¬ 
ted  here ;  but  it  would  at  all  events 
place  the  bufinefs  on  its  real  iffiie, 
and  bring  diftinCtly  into  queftion 
the  Several  points  on  which  the 
conclufion  of  peace,  or  the  prolong¬ 
ation  of  war,  will  really  depend. 
(Signed)  Grenville. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Mai  me/bury. 

(No.  2L) 

Cefiy  (fa  Dif patch  from  Lord  Gienvdle 
to  Lord  Malmejhury ,  dated  Downing- 
Jlreet ,  July  20,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

THERE  are  two  Separate  points 
on  which  it  is  neceffary  for  me  to 
N  4>  ;  fa  j 
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fay  a  few  words  to  your  Lordfhip, 
in  addition  to  the  inftrudtions  in 
my  other  difpatch,  on  the  general 
fubjedt  of  the  negotiation. 

The  firft  relates  to  the  aflertion 
of  one  of  the  French  minifters, 
that  the  Portuguefe  Flips  and  troops 
were  at  Toulon.  The  fact  is  very 
immaterial  as  to  any  conclufion 
that  could  be  drawn  from  it  to  af¬ 
fect  the  fit  nation  or  juft  claims  of 
the  court  of  Lifbon  ;  becaufe  your 
Lordfhip  well  knows  that  it  is  a 
principle  univerfally  recognized  in 
the  public  law  of  Europe,  that, 
when  one  of  the  parties,  in  a  de- 
fenfive  alliance,  furnifn.es  to  his  al¬ 
ly  the  ftipulated  fuccours,  thofe 
fuccours  remain  entirely  at  the  dif- 
pofal  of  the  requiring  party,  to  be 
employed  wherever  he  fhall  judge 
proper,  fubjeet  only  to  the  limita¬ 
tions  of  the  treaty  which  before  ex- 
ifted ;  and  if  the  amount  of  thofe 
fuccours  is  not  increafed  beyond 
that  engaged  for,  nor.  the  means  of 
ufing  them  extended  by  new  faci¬ 
lities,  the  party  furnifhing  the  fti- 
pulaied  affi fiance  is  not  underftood 
to  violate  the  laws  of  neutrality. 

J 

But  the  fa.61,  in  this  cafe,  would 
not  bear  out  the  aflertion,  even  if 
the ,  argument  to1  be  drawn  from  it 
were  more  conclufive  ;  the  troops 
of  her  Moll  Faithful  Majefty  hav¬ 
ing  been,  as  I  apprehend,  no  other- 
wife  employed  than  in  the  two  cam¬ 
paigns  carried  on  by  land  upon  the 
fou them  part  of  the  frontiers  of 
France,  and  Spain. 

The  other  point  relates  to  what 
Was  Paid  to  your  Lordfhip  about 
the  treaty  of  Pilnitz.  It  would 
certainly  not  require  much  argu¬ 
ment  to  prove  that  the  renewal  of 
feveral  treaties  enumerated  by  name 
and  date,  and  the  lateff  of  which 
was  concluded  in  1783,  does  not 
imply  a  renewal  of  another  treaty, 
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fuppofed  to  be  concluded  in  1791. 
But  what  is  more  material  to #  the 
prefent  cafe  is,  that  your  Lordfhip 
fhould  take  this  opportunity  to  ex¬ 
plain,  in  the  moil  diftindt  and  une¬ 
quivocal  terms,  that  if  any  fecret 
treaty  was  in  fadt  concluded  at  the 
interview  at  Pilnitz,  between  the 
late  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia  (which  is,  to  fay  the  leaf!,  very 
doubtful  in  point  of  fadt)  this  at 
leaf!  is  certain,  that  his  Majefty 
was  no  party  to  fuch  treaty;  and 
not  only  was  not  then  included  in 
it,  but  has  never  fince  adhered  to  it, 
nor  even  been  apprifed  of  its  con¬ 
tents.  The  public  declaration 
which  was  made  at  that  interview, 
thews  on  the  face  of  it  that  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  was  no  party  to  it ;  and  it  is, 
indeed,  notorious  that  It  applied  to 
circumftances  which  were  done  a- 
way  long  before  the  war  broke  out 
between  Auftria  and  France;  and 
that  the  fubfequent  negotiations  for 
the  maintenance  of  peace  between 
thofe  powers  turned  on  points  whol¬ 
ly  diftindt  from  thofe  fuppofed  to 
have  been  referred  to  in  the  pre¬ 
tended  treaty  of  Pilnitz. 

This  explanation,  however  little 
connected  with  the  prefent  nego¬ 
tiation,  feems  to  be  called  for  by 
the  allufion  made  to  you  upon  the 
fubjedt;  and,  indeed,  on  a  point  on 
which  fo  much  mifreprefenfation 
has  prevailed,  it  is  ufeful  not  to  o- 
mit  the  opportunity  of  ftating  the 
facts  as  they  really  are.  I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  Grenville. 

pgk  lion.  Lord  Mahncjbury.  ■ 


Extract  of  a  Df/iatch  from  Lord 
Malmefoury  to  Lord  Grenville ,  dated 
Life,  -25th  July ,  1797. 

Mv  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  ackn-ow- 
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ledge  your  Lordfhip’s  difpatches, 
No.  19  and  20,  of  the  20th  inftant, 
which  were  delivered  to  me  on  Sa¬ 
turday,  the  22d  inftant,  by  the  mef- 
fenger  Major. 

It  was  impoffible  that  the  claim 
brought  forward  in  the  note  inclof- 
ed  in  my  No.  9,  could  have  pro¬ 
duced  on  your  Lordfhip’s  mind  any 
impreffion  different  from  that  which 
you  delcribe  ;  and  I  am  happy  to 
find  that  the  conduct  I  obferved 
when  it  was  if rft  delivered  to  me, 
was  fuch  as  put  it  in  my  power  to 
execute  with  great  confiftency  the 
fpirited  inftruCtions  your  Lordfhip 
now  fends  me. 

Immediately  on  the  arrival  of 
the  meflenger,  I  propofed  an  inter¬ 
view  with  the  French  Plenipotenti¬ 
aries,  and  we  met  on  Sunday  the 
23d,  at  one  P.  M. 

I  could  not  obey  his  Majefty’s 
orders  in  a  manner  more  likelv  to 

J 

command  attention,  and  to  imprefs 
thofe  who  heard  me  with  a  juft 
fenfe  of  the  mixture  of  firrnnefs 
and  moderation  with  which  his 
Majefty  was  pleafed  to  conduct  this 
important  negotiation,  than  by  em¬ 
ploying  not  only  the  fubftance,  but, 
as  far  as  was  practicable  in  conver- 
fation,  the  very  words  of  your 
Lordfhip’s  difpatch,  No.  19  ;  and 
if  I  fhould  attempt  to  relate  mi¬ 
nutely  what  I  myfelf  faid  in  this 
conference,  it  would  in  fad  be  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  a  repetition  of  them. 

I  began  by  obferving,  that  I  was 
certain  the  French  Plenipotentia¬ 
ries  muft  be  fully  prepared  for  what 
I  now  had  it  in  command  to  fay  : 
I  reminded  them  that  I  had  taken 
upon  me  to  affirm  when  we  were 
laft  affiembled,  and  immediately  be¬ 
fore  I  difpatched  my  meffienger, 
that  the  requiring  fuch  a  prelimina¬ 
ry  as  that  propofed  in  the  note, 
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was  putting  an  end  at  once  to  alL 
negotiation,  and  that  I  was  fure;.; 
peace  on  fuch  terms  would  not  be. 
heard  of;  that  the  orders  I  was 
then  about  to  communicate  to  them 
would  prove  that  I  had  not  made 
this  affiertion  lightly,  or  in  confe- 
quence  of  any  hafty  opinion  of  my 
own,  at  the  lame  time  that  it  would 
alfo  appear  that  my  Royal  Mafter 
was  as  anxioufty  and  as  fincerely  in¬ 
clined  to  liften  to  ail  reafonable 
and  admiffible  conditions  as  h& 
was  determined  to  repel  and  rejeCl 
all  fuch  as  were  of  an  oppoftte  de- 
fcription.  I  then,  my  Lord,  took 
up  my  arguments  on  the  precife 
grounds  fet  forth  in  your  Lordfhip’s 
No.  19.  I  neither  omitted  any 
thing,  nor  inferied  any  thing  of  my 
own,  which  could  at  all  alter  its 
fpirit ;  and  I  only  varied  from  the 
letter  inafmuch  as  was  neceffary  to 
make  it  applicable  to  a  conference. 

My  firft  objeCt  was  to  ftate,  in  as 
forcible  a  way  as  poffible,  the  utter 
inadmiffibility  of  the  pretenfion  fet 
forth  in  the  note,  the  frivolous  and 
iilufory  reafons  alleged  for  bring¬ 
ing  it  forward ;  and  1  obferved  that, 
if  it  was  perfevered  in,  it  muft  lead 
to  this  neceffiirv  conclufion,  that 
there  did  exift  when  it  was  framed, 
an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Di¬ 
rectory  to  break  off  the  negotiation, 
in  the  ou tfet.  My  fecond  objeCfc 
in  point  of  reafoning,  though  a  ve¬ 
ry  primary  one  in  point  of  import¬ 
ance,  was  either  to  prevent  the 
negotiation  breaking  off  at  all,  or 
if  this  was  not  to  be  prevented,  to 
endeavour  to  be  fo  clear  and  expli¬ 
cit  in  my  language,  and  to  draw  the 
line  fo  diftinCtly  between  fuch  fa- 
crifices  as  his  Majefty  might  be  i re¬ 
clined  to  make  in  order  to  reftore 
fo  great  a  bleffmg  as  peace,  and 
thole  to  which  the  dignity  of  his 
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crown  and  interefl  of  his  fubjects 
would  never  allow  him  to  attend, 
as  to  make  it  impoffible  that  by 
any  future  cavil  or  fubterfuge  the 
interruption  of  the  treaty,  if  unfor¬ 
tunately  it  fhould  be  interrupted, 
could  be  imputed  to  any  other 
caufe  than  the  exorbitant  demands 
of  the  French  government;  and 
the  better  to  enfure  thispurpofe,  I 
explained  to  them  that  his  Majefty 
having  already,  in  a  detailed  (irojet, 
haled  freely  and  fully  his  condi¬ 
tions,  and  thefe  conditions  having 
been  at  once  rejected  by  a  fweep- 
ing  claim  on  the  part  of  the  French 
government,  it  was  not  fitting  or 
reafonable,  neither  could  it  be  ex¬ 
pected  that  any  new  propofals 
fhould  originate  with  his  Majefty  : 
and  that  on  every  ground  the  King 
had  a  right  to  exp  eft  a  contre-Jirojet 
from  them,  ftating  at  once,  plainly 
and  without  referve,  the  whole  of 
what  they  had  to  afk,  inftead  of 
bringing  forward  feparate  points, 
one  after  another,  direCtly  contrary 
to  the  principle  on  which  we  had 
agreed  to  begin  the  negotiation, 
and  which,  from  their  being  infu- 
lated,  could  only  tend  to  protraft 
and  impede  its  progrefs. 

On  the  firft  point,  on  the  inad- 
miffibility  of  the  preliminary  con¬ 
ditions  as  propofed  by  the  French 
government,  one  of  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  faid,  it  was  im- 
pofhble  for  them  to  do  more  than 
to  take  it  for  reference,  that  the  in- 
hrudtions  they  had  received  when 
the  Directory  fent  them  the  note 
were  precife  and  pofitive,  and  that 
they  had  received  none  fince.  He 
therefore  had  on  that  point  limply 
to  requeft  of  me,  that  I  would  ftate 
in  writing  the  feveral  grounds  on 
which  his  Majefty  rejected  this  pro¬ 
portion,  in  order  that  the  report 
tranfmitted  by  them  to  the  Direc- 
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tory  might  be  correct ;  and  he  af- 
fured  me,  that  if  I  did  not  think  it 
proper  to  put  in  writing  all  the  ar¬ 
guments  I  had  ufed  to  them  in  the 
conference,  they  would  have  no 
fcruple  of  employing  thofe  I  omit¬ 
ted  111  fuch  a  way  as  was  the  befl 
calculated  to  give  them  weight, 
and  (to  ufe  the  French  minifler’s 
own  expreffion)  to  place  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  once  more  on  its  legs. 

In  regard  to  the  fecond  pointr 
he  had  no  hefitation  in  agreeing 
with  me,  that  the  befl  method,  and 
indeed  the  only  one  which  could 
accelerate  the  whole  of  the  bufi- 
nefs,  was  for  them  to  give  in  a  con  - 
tre-jirojet ;  neither  did  he  attempt  to 
difprove  our  perfect  right  to  expeft 
one  from  them  before  we  made 
any  new  propofals.  But  he  faid 
that  it  was  not  neceflary  for  him  to 
obferve,  that  as  long  as  they  were 
bound  by  their  inhruftions  not  to 
give  way  on  the  proportion  I  had 
now  fo  decidedly  rejected,  that  it 
was  impoffible  for  them  to  move  a 
ftep  without  new  orders  from  the 
Directory ;  that  they  would  afk  for 
thefe  orders  immediately,  and  lofe 
no  time  in  acquainting  me  when 
they  were  received. 

I  obferved,  that  in  our  lah  confe¬ 
rence  he  had  intimated  to  me  they 
were  empowered  to  come  to  fome 
explanation  on  the  fubject  of  com- 
penfation  to  be  made  to  his  Majefty 
for  the  great  ceffions  he  was  difpofed 
to  make  ;  that,  at  the  fame  time,  I 
conceived  thefe  explanations  were 
of  a  nature  to  qualify  the  wide  claim 
hated  in  the  note;  and  that  if  I 
had  abftained  from  preflimg  him 
further  at  the  moment,  it  was  from 
perceiving  a  reluctance  on  their 
art  to  bring  them  forward  -that, 
owever,  if  they  really  had  fuch 
propofals  to  make  me,  and  if  they 
were  of  a  nature  to  meet  in  fub- 
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fiance  and  effedf  the  bafis  laid  down 
in  the  projedt  I  had  given,  I  flionid 
be  well  difpofed  to  liften  to  them. 

One  of  the  French  minifters,  af¬ 
ter  feme  hefitation  and  a  fort  of  fi¬ 
le  nt  reference  to  one  of  his  col¬ 
leagues,  faid  he  thought,  as  matters 
now  ftood,  i i  would  be  much  bet* 
ter  to  wait  their  anfwer  from  Pa¬ 
ris  : — That  it  was  a  very  important 
period,  a  crifis  in  the  negotiation, 
the  refult  of  which  probably  would 
be  conclufive  as  to  its  fate,  and  that 
it  feemed  to  be  of  more  confe- 
ouence  to  make  this  refult  as  con- 
formable  to  what  he  hoped  I  was 
convinced  were  as  much  their  with¬ 
es  as  mine,  than  to  wafre  our  time 
in  difcuflions  which  were  ufelefs, 
ri')t  to  fay  more,  till  this  was  afcer- 
tained. 

I  confined  mvfelf  in  mv  reply  to 
faying,  I  had  no  objection  whatever 
to  giving  to  the  French  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  a  paper,  Hating  the  Prong 
motives  on  which  his  Majefty  re¬ 
jected  the  propofition  made  in  their 
note  of  the  15th  ;  and  that  as  I,  on 
my  part,  had  confidered  it  a  duty 
to  make  my  reports  as  conciliatory 
as  was  confiftent  with  truth  and 
corredtnefs,  fo  I  heard  with  great 
i  pleafure  the  afifurances  he  gave  me 
of  their  intending  to  obferve  the 
fame  line  of  conduct . 

That  as  we  feemed  perfectly  a- 
greed  as  to  the  propriety  of  their 
producing  a  contre-frojet ,  I  had  no¬ 
thing  to  fay  on  that  point,  except 
to  exprefs  mv  matt  tincere  with 
that  it  would  foon  appear,  and 
when  it  did  appear,  be  fiich  a  one 
as  would  lead  to  a  fpeedv  and  fa- 
tisfaclory  conclufion  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation. 

flight  Hgu.  Lord  Grenville* 


(No.  26.1 

Note from  ford  Malmejbury  to  the  French 
Flenip.otentiari.es . 

THE  Mini  Her  Plenipotentiary  of 
his  Britannic  Majefly  has  tranfmit- 
ted  to  his  court  the  note  which  was 
delivered  to  him  the  5th  of  this 
month,  by  the  MiniflerS  Plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  the  French  Republic  : 
and  having  received  the  orders  of 
the  King  his  niafter  on  this  i abject, 
he  haHens  to  repeat  to  them,  in 
writing,  conformably  to  the  define 
which  they  have  exprelfed  to  him, 
the  following  refledtions,  which  he 
had  already  Hated  to  them  verbally* 
in  coniequence  of  his  molf  pofitive 
inHrudtions. 

He  obferve s,  in  the  firH  place, 
that  to  require  44  as  an  indifpenfa- 
ble  preliminary  of  negotiation  for 
peace  with  England,  the  confent  of 
his  Britannic  Majeflyto  the  formal 
reHitution  of  all  the  pofiefiions 
which  he  occupies,  as  well  thofe 
of  the  French  Republic  as  further 
and  formally  thofe  of  Spain  and 
the  Batavian  Republic,”  is  to  with 
to  eftabiifh  a  previous  condition, 
which  excludes  all  reciprocity,  re¬ 
futes  to  the  King  all  compenfation, 
and  leaves  no  objedt  of  ulterior  ne¬ 
gotiation. 

That  the  French  Republic,  for¬ 
mally  authorifed  by  its  allies  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  the  articles  of  peace  in  their 
name,  cannot  fairly  fet  up  its  par¬ 
tial  treaties  with  them,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  reafonabie  proposals  of 
peace,  fince  it  is  univerfaliy  under- 
Hood  that  the  contracting  parties 
always  preferve  the  power  to  mo¬ 
dify,  by  mutual  confent,  the  conJi- 
tions  by  which  they  may  be  engag¬ 
ed  to  each  other,  whenever  their 
common  intereHs  relay  require  iit 
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confequentlv,  the  propofition 
made  to  the  King  -of  a  general  and 
gratuitous  reftitution  as  an  indif- 
penfable  preliminary,  would  necef- 
farily  impute  to  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty,  and  to  the  Batavian  Republic, 
difpotitionsfarlefspacific  than  th6fe 
which  animate  the  French  Repub¬ 
lic.  .  '  •  ;;  ; 

That,  moreover,  in  confequehce 
of  what  paffed  in  the  drib  confe¬ 
rences,  Lord  Malmefbury  has  a U 
ways  thought  himfelf  entitled  to 
expeCt  that  the  King  his  mafter 
would  find  a  compenfation  for  the 
facrifices  he  was  ready  to  make  for 
peace,  by  retaining  a  part  of  his 
conquefts ;  and  he  was  the  lefs  able 
to  forefee  any  obftacle,  on  account 
of  the  fecret  articles  of  the  treaties 
which  bind  the  French  Republic,  as 
the  principle  of  compenfation  was 
acknowledged  by  a  formal  and  po¬ 
ll  live  declaration,  made  in  the  name 
of  the  Executive  Directory,  and 
communicated  in  an  official  note, 
dated  the  27  th  of  November,  1796; 
a  declaration  pofterior  to  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  thofe  treaties. 

It  was,  therefore.,  in  order  to  re¬ 
move,  as  much  as  poffible,  every 
difficulty  that,  in  the  projeCt  of  a 
treaty,  which  Lord  Malmefbury  has 
delivered  to  the  minifters  Plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  the  French  Republic,  the 
alternative  was  left  to  France  to 
fettle  this  compenfation  on  its  own 
podeffions,  or  on  thofe  of  its  allies  ; 
but  the  abfolule  refufal  of  this  al¬ 
ternative  appears  to  do  away  the 
only  poffible  means  of  conciliating 
every  intereft,  and  of  arriving  at  an 
honourable,  juft,  and  permanent 
peace. 

Lord  Malmefbury,  perfuaded  that 
fuch  cannot  be  the  intention  of  the 
French  government,  hopes  that, 
in  confequehce  of  the  reafons 


herein  ftated,  a  condition  will  not 
be  infilled  upon,  to  which  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  can  by  no  means 
confent. 

He  again  requefts  the  Minifters 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public  to  accept  the  affurances  of 
his  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 

Life ,  24 th  July ,  1797. 

(No.  27.) 

Extradl  of  a  I)f patch  from  Lord 

Malmejhury  to  Lord  Grenville ,  dated 

Life ,  Sunday ,  Anguft  6///,  1797. 

Mv  Lord, 

I  fully  expeCted,  when  I  receiv¬ 
ed  the  inclofed  note  on  Friday, 
that  the  conference  propofed  was 
to  acquaint  me  with  the  inftruc- 
tions  the  French  Plenipotentiaries 
had  received  from  the  Directory, 
on  the  note  I  had  given  in  near  a 
fortnight  ago,  as  an  anfwer  to  that 
in  which  the  reftitution  of  the 
whole  of  his  Majefty’s  conquefts 
from  each  of  his  enemies  is  requir¬ 
ed  as  an  indilpenfable  preliminary 
to  all  negotiation.  I  was  therefore 
furprifed  and  difappointed  when  I 
had  taken  my  place  at  the  confe¬ 
rence,  to  hear  from  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  that  the  letters 
they  had  received  that  morning 
from  Paris  did  not  bring  any  fpeci- 
fic  reply  to  my  laft  note,  but  only 
went  to  inform  them  that  the  Di¬ 
rectory  had  taken  the  fubjeCt  into 
their  moft  ferious  confideration, 
and  would  acquaint  them  as  foon  as 
poffible  with  the  refult. 

I  could  not  avoid  exprefling  my 
concern  and  furprife  that  there  ex- 
ifted  any  hefttation  whatever  in  the 
mind  of  the  Directory  on  a  point 
which,  although  a  very  important, 
was  certainly  a  very  fimple  one:  — 

That 
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That  to.  allow  it  to  remain  in  doubt 
whether  his  Majefty  was  -to  have 
any  compenfation  or  not,.  was  in  o- 
ther  wrords  to  leave  it  in  doubt  whe¬ 
ther  the  Directory  iincerely  meant 
peace  or  not: — And  that,  although 
I  was  very  far  from  wifhing  for  any 
improper  hafre,  or.  not  to  move  in 
a  matter  of  fuch  magnitude  with  be¬ 
coming  prudence  and. deliberation, 
vet  I  could  not  forbear  larnenfing 
that  more  than  a  month  had  now  e- 
lapfed  without  our  having  advanced 
a  tingle  ftep,  notwkhftanding  his 
Majefty  had,  in  the  very  o.utfet  of 
the  negotiation,  manifefted  a- mo¬ 
deration  and  forbearance  unprece¬ 
dented  under  fimilar  circumftances  : 
That  anxious  as  I  was  not  to  pre¬ 
judice  it  by  any  reprefentations  of 
mine,  I  mu  ft  fay,  this  delay  placed 
me  in  a  very  aukward  petition,  as  I 
really  did  not  perceive  how  I  could 
account  for  it  in  a  way  at  all  fatis- 
fadfory,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  was 
quite  impotlible  for  me  to  fuffer  a 
longer  fpace  of  time  to  pafs  over 
without  writing  to  my  court. 

One  of  the  French  Plenipotenti¬ 
aries  exprefted  his  earneft  with  that 
I  would  write  immediately ;  he  was 
confident  this  delay  would  be  feen 
in  its  true  light;  and  added,  u  Si 
nous  «’ avaticons pi  as  a  pi  as  de  Geant^fieJ- 
pere  que  nous  marchons  d'un pas fiur”—- 
And  another  of  them  repeated  this 
phrafe.  I  exprefted  my  fincere 
hope  this  might  be  the  cafe,  but  it 
would  have  been  much  better  prov¬ 
ed  by  the  communication  of  the 
counter-projeeft  they  had  in  a  man- 
.  ner  pledged  themfelves  to  procure, 
than  by  any  vague  and  indetermi¬ 
nate  affurances  of  what  might  pof- 
fibly  be  the  refult  of  the  prefent 
fufpenfton ,  of  alb  bufmefs.  They 
obferved  to  me,  that  the  counter- 
projedt  would  of  courfe  be  (virtu¬ 


ally)  contained  in  their  next,  in- 
fttudtions;  and  . that  their  only  mo¬ 
tive  for  wiftiing  to  fee  me,  was  to 
convince  me  that  this  delay  had 
neither  originated  with  them,  nor 
been  occafipned  at  Paris  by  any 
want  of  attention  to  .this  important 
bufinefs,  or  from  any  caufe  not  im¬ 
mediately-  and  -  clofelv  connected 
with  it.  I  defired  to  know  from 
them  when  they  thought  it  proba¬ 
ble  they  ftiould  receive  pofitive  and. 

.  explicit  inftrudfions ;  whether  in 
three,  four,  or  five  days  r  —  They 
faid,  it  would  be  probably  eight  or 
ten.;  and  one  of  them  obferved,  that 
as  our  not  meeting  morp  frequently 
gave  rife  to  many  idle  rumours  and 
falfe  reports,  he  would  propofe  to 
me,  if  I  had  no  objection,  to  meet 
every  other  day  at  two  o’clock:  — 
That  it  was  very  poflibie  that  in 
our  next  two  or  three  meetings  we 
might  have  nothing  material  to  fay, 
but  that  we  fhould  get  better  ac¬ 
quainted  with  each  other,  and  in, 
our  converfations  mutually  fuggefl 
ideas  which  might  be  of  life.  I 
readily  confented  to  this.  I  had  a 
conference  again  this  morning.  As 
I  was  very  defirous  of  being  enabled 
to  tranfmit  to  your  Lordfhip  fome 
more  fatisfadtory  account  as  to  the 
motives  of  this  delay,  I  again  prefix¬ 
ed  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  on 
this  point.  They  each  of  them  re¬ 
peated  what  they  had  faid  before  ; 
and  on  my  endeavouring  to  make 
them  feel  how  impoffible  it  was  that 
his  Majefty  ftiould  not  be  hurt  at  this 
demur  on  fo  very  fimple  a  point, 
one  of  them  faid,  you  ought  to  au¬ 
gur  favourably  from  it ;  your  note 
was  a  refufal  to  agree  to  what  was 
ftated  by  the  Directory  in  their  in- 
ftrudlions  to  us  a  fine  qua  non :  If  the 
Directory  were  determined  toper- 
ftft  in  this  fine  qua  non~  they  would 

have 
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have  faid  fo  at  once  ( “Je  votes  affure 
il  nous  auroil  ftrpmjitement  renvoye  le 
courier  ”  were  his  words)  :  The  time 
they  take  to  deliberate  indicates 
beyond  a  doubt  that  they  are  look¬ 
ing  for  feme  temperament ;  and  it 
fcarce  can  be  doubted' that  one  will 
be  found.— -I  faid  I  was  well  pieafed 
to  hear  him  fay  this;  but  that  Fill 
he  muft  be  aware  that  it  would  not 
be  an  eafy  talk  for  me  to  make  my 
difpatches  to-day  either  interefting 
or  fatisfadlory.  Another  of  the 
French  Minitiers  faid,  that  he  re¬ 
ally  believed  that  this  would  be  the 
only  great  impediment  we  lhould 
have  to  encounter,  that  every  thing 
would  go  on  quickly  and  fmoothly, 
and  that  I  mull  admit  the  prefent 
to  be  a  very  important  and  difficult 
point  in  the  negotiation.  I  agreed 
with  him  entirely  as  fo  its  import¬ 
ance,  but  could  not  acquiefce  as  to 
its  difficulty. 

I  am  very  forry,  my  Lord,  that 
in  fuc-h  a  moment,  and  after  wait¬ 
ing  fo  long,  I  fhould  not  be  able  to 
fend  you  more  explicit  and  deciiive 
affiurances ;  but  it  is  not  in  my  pow¬ 
er  to  compel  the  French  negotia¬ 
tors  to  move  on  fafter.  All  "i  can 
do  is  by  my  conduct  and  language 
to  take  care  that  no  part  whatever 
of  the  imputation  of  delay  fhould 
attach  to  me.  I  have,  at  every  con¬ 
ference  I  have  held,  always  de¬ 
clared  my  readinefs  to  proceed;  and 
I  thali  not  fail  to  repeat  this  every 
time  we  meek 

Right  Hon.  Lord Grenville ^ 

(No.  28.) 

Note  from  the  French  Plenlpiofeniiaries  to 
Lord  JSFalmeJLury . 

TPlE  Minifters  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  French  Republic  will  be 
happy  to  have  an  opportunity  of 


converting  for  a  few  minutes  with 
Lord  Malmefbury ;  and  they  have 
in  confequence  the  honour  of  pro- 
poting  to  him  to  meet  them  at  two 
o’clock  to-day,  or  at  any  other  hour 
which  may  be  more  convenient  to 
him,  and  which  he  will  have  the 
goodnefs  to  appoint. 

They  renew,  with  pleafure,  to 
Lord  Malmelbury  the  affurances  of 
their  high  contideration. 

(Signed)  Le  Tourneur. 

1  Tuques  B.  Maret. 

Lijle ,  17  T her  mi  dor, 

5th year  of  the  Republic , 

(Augufl  4,  1797.; 

Co  L  CHEN, 

Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Legation 
of  the  Republic. 

(Aug.  4,  1797.) 

(No.  29.) 

Extra  SI  of  a  Dif patch from  Lord  Mahnef 
bury  to  Lord  Grenville ,  dated  Lijle , 
Auguft  14//;,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

IN  confequence  of  the  refolution 
we  had  come  to,  to  meet  on  the 
days  of  the  arrival  of  the  poll  from 
Paris,  our  conferences  for  this  Tati 
week  have  taken  place  regularly 
every  other  morning,  except  on 
Thurfday  the  10th  of  Auguft,- 
which  being  the  anniverfary  of  one 
of  their  national  feftivals,  the  French 
legation  could  not  attend. 

I  have  in  mine,  No.  17,  given 
your  Lordfhip  an  account  of  every 
thing  which  paffed  in  thefe  com 
ferences,  up  to  that  of  the  6th.  On 
the  8th  nothing  was  laid  at  all 
worth  tranfmittirig,  except  an  in¬ 
timation  flung  out  by  one  of  the 
French  Plenipotentiaries,  that  it 
would  be  neceffary  to  take  into 
consideration  the  rights  of  neutral 
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nations  on  this  occafion.  But  as 
he  fpoke  very  vaguely,  and  in  gene¬ 
ral  terms,  I  did  not  choofe  to  prefs 
him  for  an  explanation,  as  I  con¬ 
sider  it  more  judicious  to  avoid  dif- 
cuffions  on  feparate  and  collateral 
points,  and  not  to  enter  into  nego¬ 
tiation  till  the  whole  can  be  brought 
Under  deliberation  at  once. 

What  palled  on  the  12th  was  ra¬ 
ther  more  interesting.  The  return 
of  Mr.  Wefley  afforded  me  a  very 
natural  opportunity  of  expreffing 
the  impatience  with  which  an  an- 
fwer  to  my  lad:  note  was  expected 
by  my  court ;  that  three  weeks  had 
now  elapfed  lince  its  tranfmiffion, 
and  that  although  I  by  no  means 
wifhed  to  infinuate  that  due  atten¬ 
tion  had  not  been  paid  to  fo  very 
important  a  fubjedt  as  that  on  which 
we  were  treating,  yet  I  could  not 
but  greatly  lament,  that  day  after 
day  Should  be  allowed  to  pafs  away 
without  our  proceeding  at  all  in  the 
great  bufinefs  for  which  we  were 
met.  One  of  the  French  ministers 
laid,  that  it  was  impoffible  I  could 
lament  this  delay  more  than  they 
did;  that  they  had  already  declared 
to  me  that  it  was  occafioned  by  a 
with  not  to  create  but  remove  dif¬ 
ficulties  ;  and  they  could  allure  me 
pofitively,  that  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  had  no  other  objeft  in  view, 
and  that  I  fhould  find,  when  once 
we  began  fairly  to  negotiate,  we 
fhould  proceed  very  rapidly. 

I  replied  it  was  indeed  very  ma¬ 
terial  to  make  good  the  time  we 
Had  loft.  The  French  minister 
anfwered,  you  would  not  call  it 
time  loft  if  you  knew  how  it  was 
employed.  On  my  expreffing,  by 
my  maimer,  a  wifh  to  be  informed, 
he  went  on,  by  faying,  we  will  not 
fcruple  to  tell  you,  though  we  feel 
wq  ought  not  yet  to  do  it  officially, 


that  we  are  confulting  with  our  al¬ 
lies  ;  that  we  have  communicated 
to  them  all  that  has  palled  here;  we 
have  ftated,  that  uniefs  they  mean 
to  continue  the  war,  they  mu  ft  re- 
leafe  us  from  our  engagements,  and 
enable  us,  to  a  certain  degree,  to 
meet  your  propofais. 

The  conference  of  to-day  is  this 
moment  over.  One  of  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  informed  me,  that 
he  had  received  this  morning  a  let¬ 
ter  from  the  Prelident  of  the  Di¬ 
rectory,  alluring  him,  that,  in  four 
or  five  days  they  would  receive 
their  final  in  {fractions  ;■  and  he  add¬ 
ed  of  himfelf,  that  he  trufted  thefe 
would  be  fuch  as  would  enable  us 
to  continue  our  work  without  any 
further  interruption.  I  faid,  I 
hoped  thefe  inftrudtions  would  be 
in  fubftance  a  counter  project,  as  I 
did  not  fee  how  any  thing  Ihort  of 
one  could  enable  us  to  proceed  fo 
rapidly  as  he  defcribed.  He  agreed 
with  me  entirely,  and  aftured  me, 
that  both  he  and  his  colleagues  had 

O 

repeatedly  ftated  the  neccffity  of  a 
counter  project  being  fent  them; 
and  he  obferved,  that  he  really 
thought  the  French  government 
might  have  forefeen  every  thing 
which  had  palfed,  and  been  pre¬ 
pared  with  one;  and  that  this  would 
have  faved  a  great  deal  of  valuable 
time.  As  I  could  not  myfelf  have 
faid  more,  I  readily  gave  a  full  af* 
fent  to  what  I  heard. 


(No.  SO.) 

Extra  Ft  of  a  Di/jiatch  from  Lord  Grefa 
vi  lie  to  Lord  M a  l m  efb  u  ry ,  dated 
Downing - Jlrect,  Augujl  19,  1797. 


AN  expreftion  mentioned  in  one 
of  your  Lordihip’s  lafc  difpatches  to 
have  fallen  from  one  of  the  French 


Plenipotentiaries,  leads  to  the  pre* 
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Sumption,  that  it  is  intended,  on 
fhe  part  of  France  to  bring  forward 
"Tome  propofal  about  the  navigation 
of  neutral  powers  in  time  of  war. 
Your  Lordfhip  will  bed:  judge  of 
the  proper  opportunity  of  expretf- 
ing  his  Majefty’s  decided  and  un¬ 
alterable  refolution  on  this  point, 
not  to  admit  of  any  propofal  for 
treating  with  his  enemies  on  the 
fu bj eft  of  the  rights  or  claims  of 
neutral  powers. 

The  only  other  remark  with 
which  I  have  to  trouble  your  Lord- 
fliip  by  this  mefienger,  relates  to 
an  exprefiion  in  the  late  metlage  of 
the  Directory  to  the  Council  of 
Five  Hundred,  which,  if  literally 
taken,  conveys  an  accufationagainft 
his  Majefty’s  government,  that 
fome  delay  has  arifen  on  the  part 
of  this  country  in  the  negotiations 
at  Lille.  This  is  fo  avowedly  con- 
trary  to  the  fact,  that  it  mu  ft  be 
considered  as  impoftible  that  fuch  a 
charge  could  be  intended  to  be 
made  by  a  government  which  had 
at  that  moment  delayed  for  three 
weeks  making;  any  anfwer  to  his 
Majefty’s  diftincl  and  liberal  pro¬ 
posals  of  peace,  and  whofe  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  were  daily  apologizing  to 
your  Lordfhip  for  this  unbecoming, 
and,  as  they  almoft  confefs,  unac¬ 
countable  delay ;  but  as  the  point  is 
too  important  to  be  left  unnoticed, 

'  it  is  the  King’s  pleafure  that  your 
Lordfhip  fhould  prefent  a  note  re¬ 
marking  upon  the  fenfe  to  which 
theie  words  are  liable,  exprefting 
your  perfuafton  that  fuch  cannot  be 
the  intention  with  which  they  were 
lifed,  but  a  iking  on  the  part  of  your 
court  an '  explanation  to  that  effeft, 
which  cannot  be  refufed  without  a 
violation  of  every  thing  which  truth 
and  juftice  require  on  fuch  an  oc- 
cation. 
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(No.  31.) 

Extra  Ft  from  the  MeJJage  of  the  French 
Directory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hund¬ 
red,  Aug.  9,  1797. 

IN  ftiort,  this  caute  is  in  the  fame 
defpondency  in  which  all  good  ci¬ 
tizens,  and  particularly  the  defend¬ 
ers  of  the  country  are,  at  feeing 
deferred,  at  the  very  moment  when 
its  coiiclufton  was  thought  to  be 
near  at  hand,  and  after  having 
bought  it  with  fo  much  blood  and 
fo  much  buffering  —  a  definitive 
peace,  which  the  heads  of  the  van- 
q-uifhed  coalition  at  length  Solicited 
in  good  earneft,  when  its  conclution 
was  expefled,  and  which  20  govern¬ 
ment  friendly  to  humanity  were 
ftill  more  earneft  to  conclude: 
When,  all  on  a  fudden,  buoyed  up 
with  new  hopes,  reckoning  upon  a 
general  diffolution  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  by  the  failing  of  its  finances, 
upon  its  deftrubtion,  upon  the  death 
or  banifhment  of  its  braveft  gene¬ 
rals,  and  upon  the  difperfion  and 
lofs  of  its  armies,  thefe  very  fame 
coalefced  powers  have  thrown  as 
much  delay  into  the  negotiations 
as  they  had  fnewn  anxiety  to  bring 
them  to  an  end. 

(No.  32.) 

Cfy  of  a  Difiatch  from  Ford  ivlalmej - 
bury  to  Ford  Grenville ,  dated  Fife j 
Auguft  22,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

IN  my  conference  of  this  morn¬ 
ing  I  took  an  opportunity  ‘of  re¬ 
marking  to  the  French  Plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  on  the  very  unfair  and  extra¬ 
ordinary  afiertion  which  had  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  metlage  of  the  9th 
inftant,  from  the  Directory  to  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred ;  viz.  que 
luijl'ances  coal  fees  ont  mis  aidant  de. 
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lenttuf  dans  Us  negotiations ,  qu’elles  a- 
voicnt  mcntre  de  V ardeur  pour  Us  termi- 
ker.  I  obferved  to  them,  that  I  had 
orders  from  mv  court  to  alk  a  pre- 
cife  explanation,  whether  this  accu- 
fation  of  delay  was  meant  to  apply 
to  the  manner  in  which  his  Ma- 
jePy  had  conducted  the  negotiation 
at  Lille ;  and  if  it  was  fo  meant,  to 
declare  that  no  accufation  was  ever 
more  deftitute  of  foundation,  nor  a 
wider  deviation  from  the  real  faCt. 
I  faid  I  was  perfectly  ready  to  abide 
by  their  determination  on  this 
point,  convinced  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  them  not  to  acknowledge 
that  the  delay  (if  there  had  been 
any  blameable  delay)  relied  with 
the  French  government,  and  not 
with  his  Majelty.  The  French 
Plenipotentiaries  admitted  this  to 
be  moll  PriCtly  true  ;  that  the  phrafe 
I  had  quoted  was  an  ill-judged  one 
and  mal  redigee ;  but  that  it  could 
not  in  any  point  of  view  whatever 
be  conftrued  as  applying  to  Eng¬ 
land;  and  they  were  ready  to  fay, 
that  when  it  was  written,  the  Di¬ 
rectory  alluded  folely  to  the  court 
of  Vienna ;  that  they  could  allure 
me  they  had  been  very  faithful  in 
their  reports,  and  that  when  they 
had  faid  this,  it  was  faying  in  other 
words  that  I  had  carried  on  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  with  as  much  expedition 
as  pollible  ;  and  that  if  it  had  pro¬ 
ceeded  llowly  for  this  lafr  month, 
the  llownefs  arofe  on  their  fide, 
and  noton  mine. 

I  faid,  I  could  not  for  an  inllant 
call  in  queftion  their  feelings  on 
this  point ;  it  was  the  infinuation 
conveyed  in  the  mefiage,  and  which 
had  gone  over  Europe,  that  was 
necePary  for  me  to  clear  up,  and 
to  know  whether  the  Directory 
thought  and  felt  as  they  did.  One 
of  the  French  miniflers?  with  very 
Vox..  XXXIX, 
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Prong  exprellions  allured  me  the 
Directory  certainly  did  think  and 
feel  like  them ;  that  no  unfair  or 
infidious  allulion  was  meant,  and 
added,  que  ce  meJJ'age  eioit pour jlimuler 
Us  confeils.  I  went  on,  by  obferving 
it  was  very  ePential  for  me  to  have 
this  fully  explained,  and  that  I 
Piould  give  them  in  a  note  to  this 
effect;  they  requefeed  I  would  not, 
as  it  would  lead  to  difagreeable  dif- 
culiions,  and  would  not  anfvver  the 
end  I  propofed.  They  would  tak© 
upon  themfelves  now  to  allure  me, 
in  the  name  of  the  Directory,  that 
nothing  at  all  fimilar  to  the  con- 
PruCtion  I  put  on  the  phrafe  was 
intended;  and  that  as  foon  as  they 
could  receive  an  anfvver  to  the  re¬ 
port  they  Piould  make  of  to-day’s 
converfation,  they  wmuld  fay  the 
fame  from  the  Directory  itfelf. 

I  hope,  my  Lord,  I  have,  there¬ 
fore,  by  obtaining  this  very  precifc 
and  formal  aifavowal  of  an  inten¬ 
tion  to  fix  any  imputation  of  delay 
on  his  MajePy’s  government,  ful¬ 
filled  the  object  of  my  inPruCtion  s 
on  this  particular  point.  If  when 
the  French  Plenipotentiaries  fpeak 
from  the  Directory,  the  difavowai 
Piould  not  be  equally  fatisfaCtory 
and  complete,  I  then  will  not  fail, 
according  to  your  Lordlhip’s  order, 
to  give  in  a  note. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Grenville. 

(No.  33.) 

Lxtradl  of  a  L  if  patch from  Lord  Malmef- 
bury  to  Lord  Grenville ,  dated  Li/ley 
Aug.  22,  .1797. 

THE  four  conferences  I  have 
held  witir  the  French  Plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  fince  I  lap  wrote  to  your 
O  Lord- 
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Lordflnp  cm  the  14th  inftant,  will 
not,  I  fear,  furnifh  very  intereftinz 
materials  for  a  difpateh.  Our  con¬ 
ference  of  this  morning  was  prin¬ 
cipally  employed  in  what  I  have  re¬ 
lated  in  my  other  difpateh ;  but 
the  French  Plenipotentiaries  af- 
fured  me,  that  by  Thurfday,  or,  at 
the  lateft  by  Saturday,  they  expect¬ 
ed  to  receive  their  long-expe<fted 
meflenger. 

(No.  34=) 

Bxfra/lof  a  Bifjiatch from  I^ordM xlmrf- 

bury  to  Lord  Grenville ,  dated  Lijle , 

4ug,  20,  1797. 

I  am  extremely  forry  to  be  forced 
to  annoftnee  to  your  Lordfhip,  that 
frefli  delays  occur  in  the  progrefs 
of  the  negotiation. 

The  French  Plenipotentiariesin- 
formed  me  at  our  conference  yef- 
terday,  that  the  lath  anfwer  from 
Holland  was  fo  unfatisfadtory,  that 
the  Directory  had  ordered  the  Mi¬ 
ni  tier  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  return 
it  to  the  Dutch  Minifters  at  Paris ; 
that  the  Dutch  Minifters  could  not 
take  upon  themfelves  to  alter  it  in 
fhe  way  the  Directory  propofed, 
but  had  been  obliged  to  refer  to 
their  government  for  new  orders  ; 
and  that  therefore,  fuppoflng  no 
time  to  be  loft  in  deliberation  on 
this  fubject  at  the  Hague,  it  would 
be  at  leaft  a  week  from  to-day  be¬ 
fore  any  farther  account  could  be 
received  here.  After  lamenting 
this  unexpected  procraftination  of 
our  buimefs,  I  expreffed  a  with  to 
know  what’  the  Dutch  anfwer  had 
fc’een,  what  objections  the  Directory 
bad  made  to  it,  and  the  alteration 
they  were  deftrous  it  fhould  under¬ 
go.  One  of  the  French  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  faidit  had  not  been  com* 
rau&ieated  to  thea^  biff  that  lie  u#* 


derftood  it  was  comjilexe ,  louche ,  el 
jieufat ifaijante .  — * ' That  the  D  ire^ory 
expected  it  ftiould  be  clear  and  dif- 
tinft,  and  fuch  an  one  as  would  en¬ 
able  them  to  fend  fuch  inftruCtione 
here  as  would  allow  us  to  go  on 
with  the  negotiation  in  a  way  to  re¬ 
cover  the  time  we  had  loft. 

(No.  35.) 

EXTRACT  of  a  difpateh  from 
Lord  Malmetbury  to  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  dated  Sept.  5,  announcing 
that  the  Directory  had  declared , 
that  in  their  meffage  of  19th  Anguft 
to  the  Councils,  they  meant  no 
reflection  upon  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment. 

(No.  36.) 

Extra/}  of  a  Lifjiatchfrom  Lord  Mahnef" 
bury  t&  Lord  Grenville ,  dated  cd 
Lijle ,  9th  Sejit.  1797. 

I  need  not  fay  that  the  two  con¬ 
ferences  which  have  been  held  fince 
I  difpatched'  the  meftenger  Brooks, 
were  not  likely,  under  the  prefent 
circumftances  of  this  country,  tp 
afford  any  thing  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  or  interefting.  In  that  of 
Thurfday  the  7  th,  ©ne  of  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  began,  on  my  en¬ 
tering  the  room,  by  announcing  a 
with  that  the  great  event  which  had 
taken  place  at  Paris,  fhould  not  in¬ 
terrupt  for  a  long  time  our  negotia¬ 
tion,  or  deftroy  the  pleating  prof- 
peCl  we  had  of  its  foon  terminating 
fuccefsfully;,  and  from  his  manner 
I  clearly  faw  he  meant  to  convey 
the  idea  that  it  was  his  opinion  it 
would  not.  I  endeavoured  to  dis¬ 
cover  whether  he  fpoke  in  confe- 
quence  of  any  private  intelligence 
he  had  received  from  Paris,  or 
Amply  from  his  own  private  judge - 
iffCilt  $  a$d  I  found  it  was  entirely 
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&om  the  latter.  In  our  conference 
c.t  this  morning  he  faid  they  were 
ftill  without  any  letters  from  M. 
Talleyrand  (which  rather  furprifed 
liim)  but  he  could  allure  me,  voiih 
certainty ,  that  by  Monday  they 
fhould  be  empowered  to  no  on 
with  the  negotiation,  and  that  I 
might  fafely  fay  fo  to  my  court. 

(No.  37.) 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lord 
Grenville  to  Lord  Malmefbury, 
dated  Sept.  1 1  th,  exprehive  of  his 
convict: on  that  a  few  days  muff 
fhew  what  were  the  views  of  the 
predominant  party  at  Paris  refpedt- 
ing  the  queffron  of  peace, 

(No,  33.) 

This  was  a  difpatch  from  Lord 
Malmefbury  to  Lord  Grenville, 
dated  September  1 1  th,  informing 
him  that  the  whole  French  legation 
had  been  recalled,  and  that  MefT. 
Treilhard  and  Bonnier  d’ Alco  had 
been  appointed  in  their  room. 

(No;  39.) 

A  note  from  the  French  Pleni¬ 
potentiaries  to  Lord  Malmefbury, 
dated  September  1 1  th,  announcing 
the  foregoing  circumftance,  and 
alluring  his  Lordfhip,  that  the 
change  of  the  negotiators  did  not 
carry  with  it  any  change  in  the  dif- 
pohtion  of  the  JDiredtory  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  negotiation. 

(No.  40.) 

A  note  from  Lord  Malmefbury 
to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries, 
«lated  September  12,  acknowledg¬ 
ing  the  receipt  of  the  $b©vQ  ce>nx- 
municatioru 
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(No.  41.) 

Extract  of  a  difpatch  from  Lord 
Malmefbury  to  Lord  Grenville, 
dated  Lifle,  September  17,  hating 
the  arrival  of  Treilhard  and  Bon¬ 
nier,  with  their  Secretary  Genera) 
Derche,  and  two  private  fecretaries, 
their  introduction  to  him  by  the 
former  Commiffioners,  and  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  vifit  by  his  Lordfhip. — * 
Le  Tourneur,  on  this  occafkm,  ex- 
preiled,  ill  the  name  of  his  col¬ 
leagues,  their  great  fatisfadlion  at 
the  opOnnefs  and  candour  which 
Lord  Malmefbury  had  difplayed 
during  the  whole  of  the  negotia¬ 
tion,  and  their  regret  at  being  o- 
bliged  to  take  their  leave  of  his 
Lordfhip.  Lord  Malmefbury  took 
an  opportunity  of  returning  tb# 
compliment. 

(No.  42.) 

Copy  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmsf- 
bury  to  Lord  Grenville ,  dated  Lfk^ 
1 7  th  September  1797. 

My  Lord, 

1  fhall  endeavour  In  this  difpatch 
to  give  your  Lordfliip  as  circum.^ 
ffantial  an  account  as  my  memory 
will  allow  me  to  do,  of  what  ha$ 
paffed  in  the  two  conferences  i 
have  held  with  the  new  French, 
Plenipotentiaries. 

In  that  of  Friday  the  14th,  after 
communicating  to  me  the  atriie  of 
the  Directory  appointing  them  to 
fucceed  Mefiieurs  Le  Tourneur  and 
Maret,  and  empowering  them  to 
continue  the  negotiation  with  me, 
one  of  them  began  by  making  the 
firongeft  affurances  of  the  fin  cere 
defire  entertained  by  the  Directory 
for  peace.  He  obferved,  that  if 
this  defire  had,  manifefled  itfelf  fo 
O  2  fir o ugly 
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ftrongiy  at  a  moment  when  the  two 
great  authorities  of  the  country  were 
at  variance,  it  mull:  naturally  be¬ 
come  ftronger  and  be  exerted  with 
more  effedt  when  all  fpirit  of  divi- 
fion  was  fuppreffed,  and  when  the 
government  was  ftrengthened  by 
the  perfedt  concord  which  now 
reigns  between  all  its  branches: 
That  the  firft  and  moft  material 
point  to  be  afcertained  in  every 
negotiation  was  the  extent  of  the 
full  powers  with  which  the  negoti¬ 
ators  are  vefted  :  that  I  fhould  find 
theirs  to  be  very  ample;  and  that, 
as  it  was  necefiary  to  the  fuccefs  of 
our  difcuffions  that  mine  fhould  be 
equally  fo,  they  had  it  in  command 
to  prefent  a  note,  the  objedt  of 
which  was  to  enquire,  whether  I 
was  authorifed  to  treat  on  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  a  general  reftitution  of  ev¬ 
ery  pofteflion  remaining  in  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  hands,  not  only  belonging  to 
them,  but  to  their  allies  ;  that  I  was 
not  unacquainted  with  their  laws 
and  with  their  treaties;  that  a  great 
country  could  not  on  any  occa¬ 
sion  adf  in  contradiction  to  them; 
and  that,  aware  as  I  muff  be  of  this, 
I  could  not  but  expect  the  queflion 
contained  in  the  note,  neither  could 
I  confider  the  requifttion  of  an  ex¬ 
plicit  anfwer  previous  to  entering 
upon  the  negotiation, as  arifingfrom 
any  other  motive  than  that  of  the 
moft  perfedt  with,  on  the  part  of 
the  Directory,  to  bring  it  to  a  fuc- 
cefsfnl,  and,  above  all,  to  a  fpeedy 
conclufion. — I  replied,  that  if  after 
what  I  heard  I  could  allow  myfelf 
to  hope  for  fuch  an  event  as  he 
feemed  to  think  probable,  or  give 
any  credit  to  the  pacific  difpofitions 
he  announced  on  the  part  of  the 
French  government,  fuch  hope 
muff  arife  folely  from  the  confi¬ 
dence  I  might  place  in  his  aftitr* 


ances ;  fince  the  meafure  itfelf  now 
adopted  by  the  Directory  wras  cer¬ 
tainly  calculated  to  make  a  directly 
contrary  impreffion  on  my  mind; 
that  I  could  not  conceal  from  him, 
that  far  from  expedting  fuch  a  quef- 
tion,  its  being  now  put  furprifed  me 
beyond  meafure,  and  ftill  more  fo, 
when  from  his  comment  upon  it  -I 
was  to  infer  that  he  wiflied  me  to 
confider  it  as  tending  to  promote  a 
fpeedy  pacification;  that  the  quef- 
tion  exprefied  in  the  note  he  had 
delivered  (for  he  had  given  it  to 
me,  and  I  had  read  it  over  as  he 
ended  his  fpeech)  was  word  for 
word  the  fame  as  that  put  to  me  by 
his  predecefibrs  fo  long  ago  as  the 
14th  July;  that  on  the  15th  I  had, 
from  my  own  authority,  given  an 
anfwer,  and  that  this  anfwer  I  con¬ 
firmed  fully  and  diftinctly,  by  order 
of  my  court,  on  the  24th  July;  that 
thefe  notes  had  to  the  prefent  hour 
remained  unnoticed,  and  a  delay  of 
two  months  had  occurred  ;  that  the 
reafons  afiigned  for  this  delay  were, 
as  I  was  repeatedly  told,  a  decided 
refolution  on  the  part  of  the  French 
government  to  lifien  to  the  reafon- 
able  propofals  made  by  his  Majefty ; 
but  that  being  bound  by  their  en¬ 
gagements  with  the  court  of  Ma¬ 
drid  and  the  Batavian  Republic,  and 
wifhing  to  treat  their  allies  with 
due  confideration,  they  were  defir- 
ous  of  confulting  with  them  previ¬ 
ous  to  any  pofitive  declaration,  and 
obtaining  from  them  a  voluntary 
releafe  from  thofe  engagements  fuf- 
ficient  to  enable  the  French  Pleni¬ 
potentiaries  here  to  admit  the  bails 
his  Majefty  had  eftablifhed,  and  to 
ground  on  it  all  future  difcuffions 
which  might  arife  in  the  courfe  of 
the  negotiation ;  that  if  he  had  read 
over  the  papers  left,  undoubtedly, 
in  his  pofteflion  by  his  predecefibrs, 
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he  would  nnd  what  I  ftated  to  be 
ftri&ly  true,  and  that,  of  courfe  it 
could  not  be  difficult  to  account  for 
my  furprize,  when,  after  being  told 
that  he  and  his  colleagues  were  to 
take  up  the  negotiation  precifely 
where  they  found  it,  it  now  became 
evident  that  it  was  to  be  flung  back 
to  the  veiy  point  from  which  we 
ftarted,  and  flung  back  in  a  way 
which  feemed  to  threaten  a  con- 
clufion  very  different  from  that  he 
foretold.-^I  fliall  not  attempt  to  fol¬ 
low  the  French  miniffer  through 
the  very  elaborate  and  certainly  able 
fpeech  he  made  in  reply,  with  a 
view  to  convince  me  that  the  en¬ 
quiry  into  the  extent  of  my  full 
powers  was  the  ffrongeft  proof  the 
Diredtory  could  furnifh  of  their  pa¬ 
cific  intention,  and  the  fhorteft  road 
they  could  take  to  accomplifli  the 
defired  end.  It  was  in  order  to 
give  activity  to  the  negotiation, 
{aft her  was  his  word)  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  its  ftagnating,  that  this  demand 
was  made  fo  fpecifically ;  and  he 
intimated  to  me,  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  the  Directory  to  pro¬ 
ceed  till  a  full  and  fatisfadtory  an- 
fwer  had  been  given  to  it.  I  in¬ 
terrupted  him  here,  by  faying  their 
manner  of  adting  appeared  to  me 
calculated  to  decide  the  negotiation 
at  once,  not  to  give  it  adtivity, fince 
it  muff  be  known  I  could  not  have 
powers  of  the  defcription  he  allud¬ 
ed  to;  and  even  fuppofing  I  had, 
the  admitting  it  would  be,  in  fadt, 
neither  more  nor  lefs  than  a  com¬ 
plete  avowal  of  the  principle  itfelf, 
which,  once  agreed  on,  nothing 
would  be  left  to  negotiate  about. 
The  other  French  Plenipotentiary 
interpofed  here,  by  faying,  that 
would  not  be  the  cafe;  many  arti¬ 
cles  would  ftill  remain  to  be  pro- 
pofed,  and  many  points  for  import¬ 


ant  difcuffiofl.  I  faid  every  word  I 
heard  feemed  to  prelent  frelh  diffi¬ 
culties.  Without  replying  to  me, 
the  firft-mentioned  miniffer  went 
on,  by  endeavouring  to  prove  that 
the  avowal  of  having  powers  to  a 
certain  extent,  did  not  imply  the 
neceffitv  of  exerciling  them;  that  it 
was  the  avowal  alone  for  which 
they  contended,  in  order  to  deter¬ 
mine  at  once  the  form  the  negotia¬ 
tion  was  to  take;  that  the  note  and 
the  time  prefcribed  in  it,  were  in 
confequence  of  the  molt  pofitive 
orders  from  the  Directory;  and  that 
if  I  drew  from  it  a  conclulion  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  affurances  they  had 
made  me  in  the  name  of  the  Direc¬ 
tory,  I  did  not  make  the  true  infer- 
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ence.  I  replied,  that,  although 
the  prefcribing  the  day  on  which 
the  queftion  was  put  to  me  as  the 
term  within  which  I  was  to  give 
my  anfwer  to  it,  was  both  a  very 
unufual  and  abrupt  mode  of  pro* 
ceeding,  yet  as  a  day  was  much 
more  than  fufficient  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  I  fhould  forbear  making  any 
particular  remark  on  this  circum- 
ffance:  that  as  to  the  inference  to 
be  drawn  from  the  pofitive  manner 
in  which  they  appeared  to  maintain 
the  queftion  put  to  me,  I  really 
could  not  make  it  different  from 
that  I  had  already  expreffed:  that 
the  reverting,  after  an  interval  of 
two  months,  to  a  queftion  already 
anfwered,  and  which  queftion  in¬ 
volved  the  fate  of  the  negotiation, 
certainly  could  not  be  conlidered 
as  wearing  a  very  conciliatory  ap-3 
pearance  :  that  in  regard  to  my  an¬ 
fwer,  it  could  not  be  different  from 
that  I  had  given  before:  that  my 
full  powers,  which  were  in  their 
hands,  were  as  extenlive  as  any 
could  be,  and  it  did  not  depend  011 
me  to  give  them  more  or  lefs  lati- 
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tude;  but  that  in  faff  their  on ef- 
tion  went  not  to  die  extent  of  my 
full  powers,  but  to  require  of  me  ,o 
declare  the  nature  of  my  infhuo 
iions;  and  on  this  point  they  cer¬ 
tainly  would  forgive  me  if  I  did  not 
fpeak  out  till  filch  time  as  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  negotiation  called 
upon  me  to  do  it. 

The  French  Min  liter  ftrove  to 
prove  tome,  what  he  had  before  at¬ 
tempted,  that  the  claiming  a  right 
of  enquiry  into  the  nature  of  the 
difcretionary  authority  confided  in 
a  minifter,  by  no  means  implied  an 
intention  of  requiring  of  him  to  acft 
up  to  its  utmoft  limits.  I  obferved 
if  no  filch  intention  exifted,  why 
inftitule  the  enquiry?  and  if  it  did 
Cxi  ft.  why  not  fay  fo  at  once  ? — He 
faid,  What  we  now  a  fir  is  little  more 
than  a  matter  of  form;  when  you 
have  given  us  your  anfwer,  we  frail 
follow  it  up  by  another  ftep,  which 
we  are  ordered  to  take.  I  faid,  my 
fcnfwer was  given  two  months  ago; 
that,  although  I  was  ready  to  give 
it  them  again,  and  in  writing,  as 
one  to  their  note,  yet,  as  it  could 
not  be  different,  I  did  not  fee  why 
they  fhould  not  proceed  immediate¬ 
ly  to  the  other  ftep,  by  which  I  was 
told  the  queftion  was  to  be  followed 
up.  It  would  be  premature,  faid 
the  French  Mir  liter;  but  in  draw¬ 
ing  up  your  aniwer,  do  not  forget 
the  force  of  the  arguments  I  have 
itfed,  or,  in  your  report  to  your 
jfcourt,  the  a  flu  ranees  we  have  given 
of  the  earneft  wifti  of  the  Directo¬ 
ry  to  terminate  the  war.  I  replied 
that  I  fill  mult  maintain  that,  from 
the  manner  in  which  they  thought 
proper  to  define  full  powers,  I 
could  fee  no  diftinffion  between 
acknowledging  the  power  and  ad¬ 
mitting  the  principle;  and  that  the 
fteftion  itfelf  could  not  be  put  with 
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any  other  intention — (Your  Lord- 
flip  will  obferve,  from  the  fubfe- 
quenf  notes  which  palled  between 
us,  that  I  was  perfectly  grow  dad  in 
this  after t ion) :  that,  in  my  reports, 
they  might  be  fully  affured  I  fhould 
a 61  up  to  that  conciliatory  fpirit, 
which,  from  the  eailieft  period  of 
the  negotiation,  had  always  decided 
my  conduct;  and  that,  inaufpicious 
as  appearances  were,  I  certainly 
would  be  careful  not  to  make  them 
look  hoftile.  At  the  word  hcftile, 
both  the  French  Plenipotentiaries 
were  moft  warm  in  their  protefta- 
tions  that  nothing  could  be  lefs  fo; 
that  the  idea  of  the  negotiation 
breaking  off  was  as  far  from  fneir 
'thoughts  as  from  their  wifhes.  I 
faid,  that  although  I  heard  this  with 
pleafure,  yet  I  could  not  avoid  ad¬ 
verting  to  faffs;  and  that,  when  in- 
ftead  of  an  anfwer,  and  the  favoura¬ 
ble  anfwer  which  I  had  every  rea- 
fon  to  expeff,  I  received  only  the 
repetition  of  a  demand  which  had 
been  already  fatisfted  two  months 
ago,  I  certainly  could  not  thinjk 
fills  a  good  omen.  If  it  did  not 
bode  an  immediate  rupture  of  the 
treaty,  it  afluredly  did  not  announce 
a  near  and  fuccefsful  termination 
of  it.  The  above-mentioned  mi¬ 
ni  ftcr  perfifted  I  was  miftaken ;  that 
the  bufinefs  would  end  fpeedily; 
that  fpeed  was  their  with,  and  fpeed 
with  peace  for  its  ohjeff.  On 
breaking  up  our  conference  I  faid, 
that  I  took  it  for  granted  we  fhould 
meet  again  at  the  ufual  hour  on 
Sunday.  He  laid,  that  it  perhaps 
might  not  be  neceflary,  but  that 
they  certainly  would  let  me  know 
in  time ;  and  this  conveved  to  me 
the  ftrft  idea  of  what  has  ftnee  tak¬ 
en  place.  I  inclofe  your  Lordfhip 
the  note  A,  I  received  in  this  con¬ 
ference  from  the  French  Flenipo- 
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^entiarles,  and  the  anfwer  B,  which 
I  made  to  it  yefterday  morhing,  at 
30  A.  M.  At  6  P.  M.  the  note  C 
was  tranfmitted  to  me*  to  which, 
at  8  P.  M.  I  returned  the  anfwer  D 
by  Mr.  Refs,  whom  I  fent,  in  order 
that  he  might  bring  me  the  paff- 
ports  I  afked  for ;  but  at  a  quarter 
before  10  P.  M.  Derche,  Secretary 
of  the  French  legation,  delivered 
me  a  paper-  marked  E;  and  this 
morning  at  9  A.  M.  I  replied  by  the 
note  F,  which  immediately  produc¬ 
ed  that  marked  G.  The  notes  fent 
me  by  the  French  Plenipotentiaries 
ipeak  for  themfelves;  and  it  is  un- 
neceflary  to  enter  into  any  reflec¬ 
tions  on  them.  I  am  willing  to 
pope  that  the  anfwers  I  have  made 
were  ftich  as  became  the  fituation 
in  which  I  hand,  the  importance  of 
the  caufe  entrusted  to  me,  and  the 
Ready  but  temperate  conduct  which 
the  fpirit  of  my  infiruftions  enjoin 
me  to  hold.  It  was  mv  with  to 
give  every  opening  to  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  to  recall  the  vio¬ 
lent  Rep  they  had  taken;  and,  if 
poffible,  to  convince  them  of  its 
extreme  impropriety.  A.nd  it  is 
with  this  view,  and  with  a  moR 
anxious  defire  not  to  exclude  all 
hope  of  the  reftoration  of  peace, 
that  I  determined  on  fuggefiing 
the  idea  of  our  meeting  once  be¬ 
fore  I  left  Lille. 

This  meeting  took  place  to-day 
at  noon-:  1  opened  it  by  obferving 
that  the  feveral  notes  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  me  lince  the  preceding 
evening,  had  been  too  exprefhve  of 
the  furprife  I  felt  at  the  meafure 
the  Directory  had  thought  proper 
to  adopt,  to  make  it  neceflary  for 
me  to  enlarge  upon  it  in  this  con¬ 
ference;  and  indeed  my  foie  mo¬ 
tive  for  fuggefiing  that  it  might  be 
for  our  mutual  fatisfaftion  that  it 
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Riould  be  held,  was  becaufe  this 
meafure  appeared  to  me  to  be  in 
fuch  direct  contradiction  to  the  very 
firong  afliirances  I  had  fo  confiantly 
and  repeatedly  heard  from  them, 
and  to  the  pacific  intentions  wdth 
which  they  declared  they  were  fent, 
that  it  was  my  earned  with  (before 
I  eeniidered  their  conduct  as  forc¬ 
ing  me"  to  a  Rep  which  mufi  fo  ma¬ 
terially  affedt  the  fuccefs  of  the 
negotiation)  to  be  perfectly  cer¬ 
tain  that  I  underfiood  clearly  and 
difiindtly  the  precife  meaning  of 
their  official  notes.  On  their  ad¬ 
mitting  that  nothing  could  be  more 
reafonable  than  that  I  Riould,  on  fo 
important  a  point,  require  explana¬ 
tion,  or  more  fatisfadtory  to  them 
than  to  give  it  me  (as  far  as  lay  in 
their  poiver)  I  proceeded  by  fay¬ 
ing,  that  it  appeared  to  me  that  I 
was  called  upon  to  produce  imme¬ 
diately  my  full  powers,  or  rather  my 
infirudlions  {for  however  different 
thefe  were  in  themfelves,  in  their 
demand  they  teemed  confiantly 
blended) ;  and  that  if  either  I  refut¬ 
ed  to  confent  to  this,  or  if  on  con¬ 
tenting  to  it,  it  was  found  that  I 
was  not  authorifed  to  treat  on  the 
principle  they  laid  down,  I  was  then 
in  the  fpace  of  twenty -four  hours 
to  leave  Li  tie,  and  return  to  my 
court ;  and  that  I  was  required  to 
obtain  full  authority  to  admit  this 
principle,  if  it  was  wifhed  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  Riould  proceed.  This,  I 
laid,  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  evi¬ 
dent  fenfe  of  the  notes,  and  I  beg¬ 
ged  to  know  whether  I  had  mifiak- 
en  it  or  nc.t.  One  of  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  faid,  “  You  have 
underfiood  it  exactly  ;  I  hope  you 
equally  underhand  the  intention  of 
the  French  government,  which  is 
to  accelerate  peace  by  removing  c- 
very  obftacle  jvhich  Rands  in  its 
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way.”  I  replied,  that  having  now 
no  doubt  left  on  my  mind  as  to 
their  exadt  meaning,  and  being 
quite  fare,  notwithstanding  the  ob¬ 
servation  they  had  made,  que  j'avois 
faiji  la  veritable  intention  de  leur  note,  it 
would,  I  feared,  be  very  unprofita¬ 
ble  employment  of  our  time  to  ar¬ 
gue  either  on  the  nature  of  the 
principle  they  announced  as  a  fine 
qua  non ,  to  even  a  preliminary  dif- 
cuffion,  or  on  the  extreme  difficul¬ 
ty  of  reconciling  the  peremptory 
demand  with  which  they  opened 
their  million,  to  the  pacific  profef- 
fions  that  accompanied  it ;  that  if 
they  were  determined  to  perfift  in 
this  demand,  it  was  much  better  to 
avoid  all  ufelefs  altercation;  and 
nothing  in  that  cafe  remained  for 
me  to  do,  but  to  aik  for  my  paffi- 
ports,  and  to  Signify  to  them  my 
intention  of  leaving  France  at  an 
early  hour  the  next  morning.  They 
faid,  they  had  their  hands  tied  by 
an  arrete  of  the  Directory,  and  wTere 
bound  to  obferve  the  condudt  they 
had  followed  by  the  moll  politive 
orders ;  and  although  we  remained 
together  Some  time  longer,  not  a 
hint  dropped  from  them  expreffive 
of  a  with  that,  inhead  of  going  mv- 
felf  for  new  indrudtions,  I  Should 
either  write  for  them  by  a  meffien- 
ger,  or  obtain  them  by  fending  to 
England  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 

o  o 

were  with  me.  I  endeavoured  by 
every  indued!  means  to.  fugged:  to 
them  the  neceffity  of  adopting  Some 
fuch  modification,  if  they  meant 
that  their  wifhes  for  peace,  in  the 
expreffion  of  which  they  were  this 
morning  more  eager  than  ever, 
Should  meet  with  the  flighted:  de¬ 
gree  of  credit.  I  again  brought  to 
their  recollection  that  I  was  autho¬ 
rised  to  receive  any  propofal,  any 
(ontrefirojet  they  tendered  to  me  ; 
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but  that  they  mud  be  aware  that  it 
u'as  not  poffible  for  me  to  alter  the 
orders  I  had  received,  or  to  affiime 
an  authority  with  which  I  was  not 
invebed.  I  dwelt  particularly  and 
repeatedly  on  my  being  competent 
to  take  any  thing  they  faid  for  re¬ 
ference  ;  but  this  availed  nothing, 
except  drawing  from* one  of  them  a 
remark,  that  the  full  powers  which 
authorized  a  minifter  to  hear  pro- 
pofals,  were  widely  different  from 
thofe  which  would  enable  him  to 
accede  to  them;  and  that  it  was 
fuch  full  powers  that  the  Directory 
required  me  to  folicit.  An  eafv 
anfwer  prefented  itfelf  to  this  mode 
of  reafoning;  but  I  faw  no  advan¬ 
tage  to  be  derived  from  prolonging 
a  converfation  which,  after  the  po- 
fitive  declaration  they  had  made, 
could  lead  to  nothing:  I  therefore 
ended  the  conference,  by  declaring 
my  refolution  to  begin  my  journey 
at  a  very  early  hour  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  and  by  faying,  that  immediate¬ 
ly  on  my  arrival  in  England  I  would 
make  an  exact  report  of  every 
thing  that  had  palled  fince  their  ar¬ 
rival. 

I  trud,  my  Lord,  I  fhall  not  incur 
cenfure  for  having  declined  to  of¬ 
fer  in  diitindt  terms  to  wait  at  Lille 
till  I  could  know  his  Majeby’s 
pleafure  on  the  peremptory  propo¬ 
fal  made  to  me  :  but  when  I  confi- 
dered  the  nature  of  the  propofal 
itfelf,  the  avowal  that  this  would 
not  be  the  lad,  nor  perhaps  the 
mod  humiliating  condition  requir¬ 
ed  of  us,  and  the  imperious  Style 
with  which  I  was  enjoined  to  de¬ 
part  in  twenty-four  hours,  it  was 
utterly  impoffible  for  me  to  affiume 
a  language,  or  affedt  a  manner,  that 
could  be  interpreted  into  Solicita¬ 
tion  or  entreaty  :  I  felt  myfelf  call¬ 
ed  upon  to  treat  the-  whole  of  this 

extraordinary 
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extraordinary  proceeding  with 
calmnefs  and  temper ;  and,  not- 
withftanding  the  deep  and  poignant 
concern  I  muft  feel  at  an  event 
which  I  fear  will  remove  all  proba¬ 
bility  of  an  immediate  pacification, 
I  truft  that  in  the  exprefiion  of  this 
fentiment  t  have  not  nfed  a  lan¬ 
guage  unbecoming  the  character 
with  which  I  am  invefied,  or  the 
greatnefs  of  the  Sovereign  and 
country  whole  dignity  and  interefis 
it  is  my  primary  duty  to  confult 
and  maintain. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Malmesbury. 

No.  43.  (A.) 

j Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to 
Lord  Malmejbury . 

THE  underfigned  Minifiers  Ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  of  the  French  Repub¬ 
lic,  commirnoned  to  treat  of  peace 
with  England,  have  the  honour  to 
allure  Lord  Malmelbury,  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic 
Majeftv,  that  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  willies  as  fincerely,  as  ftrong-' 
Jy  as  ever,  a  peace  defired  by  the 
two  nations:  but,  unable  to  con¬ 
clude  any  other  peace  than  fuch  a 
one  as  is  founded  on  the  laws  and 
on  the  treaties  which  bind  the 
French  Republic,  perfuaded  that, 
to  arrive  at  this  end,  it  is  necefiary 
to  explain  itfelf  with  entire  frank- 
nefs,  and  defirous  of  giving  to  the 
negotiation  the  greateft  rapidity, 
the  Executive  Directory  has  ex- 
prefily  charged  the  underfigned  to 

demand  of  Lord  Malmetburv  whe- 

* 

ther  he  has  fufficient  powers  for 
reftoring,  in  the  treaty  which  may 
be  concluded,  to  the  French  Repub¬ 
lic  and  to  its  allies,  all  the  pofief- 
fions  which,  fince  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  have  paired  into  the  hands 
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of  the  Englilh.  The  underfigned 
are  equally  charged  by  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Dlredfory  to  demand  from 
Lord  Malmefbury  an  anfwer  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day.  They  requefi 
him  to  accept  the  afiurances  of  their 
high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Treilhard. 

Bonnier. 

Ljfle ,  29  th  Fruflidor ,  5th year  of 
theReJiublic  ( Sept.  15,1 797 .) 

By  the  Minifiers  Plenipotenti¬ 
ary  of  the  French  Republic^ 
the  Secretary  General, 

Derche. 

No.  44.  (B.) 

i\ofe  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries. 

THE  underfigned  Minifter  Pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
receives  with  great  falisfadtion  the 
expreflion  of  the  fincere  defire  for 
peace,  which  the  Minifiers  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  of  the  French  Republic 
announced  to  him  yefierday  in  the 
name  of  their  government.  He 
has  the  honour  to  afilire  them  that 
the  King  his  mafier  is  animated 
vvith  the  fame  defire,  and  has  no¬ 
thing  more  at  heart  than  to  put  an. 
end  to  the  calamities  of  the  war. 

With  regard  to  the  quefiion 
which  the  Minifiers  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  French  Republic  addrefied  to 
Lord  Malmelbury,  concerning  the 
extent  of  his  full  powers,  he  confi- 
ders  himfelf  as  having  already  given 
the  moft  unequivocal  anfw  er  upon 
this  fubjedt,  in  the  two  notes  which 
he  delivered  to  their  predecefiors 
on  the  15th  and  24th  of  July. 
However,  to  avoid  all  mifunder- 
fianding,  he  renews  the  declaration 
which  he  made  yefierday that  is 
to  fay,  that  he  neither  can  nor  ought 
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to  treat  upon  any  other  principle 
than  that  of  compenfations :  a  prin¬ 
ciple  which  has  been  formally  re- 
cognifed  as  the  bans  of  a  treaty 
equally  juft,  honourable,  and  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  two  powers.  Lord 
Malmefbury  requefts  the  minifters 
Plenipotentiary  of  tile  French  Re¬ 
public  to  accept  the  affurances  of 
kis  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 

Lftfp  Saturday ,  Sept  1 6/«,  17  97  , 

10  A.  M. 

No.  45.  (C.) 

Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to 
Lord  Malmefbury. 

THE  Minifters  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  F rench  Republic,  commiffion- 
cd  to  treat  of  peace  with  England, 
have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  anfwer  of  Lord 
Malmefbury  to  the  note  which  was 
prelented  to  him  in  the  conference 
of  yefterday. 

It  appears  from  this  anfwer,  and 
from  the  two  notes  of  the  15th  and 
24th  of  July,  to  which  it  refers,  that 
Lord  Malmefbury  has  not  powers 
for  agreeing  to  the  reftitution  of  all 
the  pofleflions  which  his  Britannic 
Majefty  occupies,  whether  from 
the  F rench  Republic  or  from  its  al¬ 
lies.  In  confequence,  while  they 
reiterate  to  Lord  Malmefbury  the 
moll  pofitive  affurances  of  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  French  government, 
the  underfigned  apprife  him  of  a 
decree  of  the  Executive  Directory, 
which  fignifies  that,  in  cafe  Lord 
Malmefbury  fhall  declare  himfelf 
not  to  have  the  neceffarv  powers 
for  agreeing  to  all  the  reftitutions 
which  the  laws  and  the  treaties 
which  bind  the  French  Republic 
make  indifpenfable,  he  Khali  be  re¬ 
quired  to  return,  in  four-and-twen- 
ty  hours,  to  his  court,  to  afk  for 
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fufticient  powers.  Lord  Malmef- 
bury  can  fee  in  this  determination 
of  the  Executive  Directory  nothing 
elfe  than  an  intention  to  haften  the 
moment  when,  the  negotiation  may 
be  followed  up  with  "the  certainty 
of  a  fpeedy  conelufton. 

The  Minifters  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  French  republic  requeft  Lord 
Malmefbury  to  accept  the  affuranees 
of  their  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Treilhard. 

Bonnier. 

Life,  5 OFrudl'dor ,  5  thy  ear  of  thp. 

Republic  (Sept.  16,  1797 .) 

By  the  Minifters  Pienipotenti- 
arias,  the  Secretary  General 
of  the  Legation,  Dercei. 

No.  46.  (D.) 

Note  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries . 

THE  underfigned  Minifter  Pie.- 
nipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majef¬ 
ty'  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  note  of  this  day, 
which  has  been  fent  by  the  Minif¬ 
ters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
Republic.  Whatever  regret  he  may 
experience  at  feeing  the  hope  of  a 
fpeedy  conciliation  thus  deftroyed, 
he  can  return  no  other  anfwer  to  a 
refufal  fo  abfolute  to  continue  the 
negotiation  on  grounds  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  already  agreed 
upon,  than  by  demanding  the  ne- 
ceffary  paftports  for  himfelf  and  his 
fuite,’in  order  that  they  may  fet  off 
within  the  four-and-twenty  hours, 
and  return  immediately  to  England. 

He  requefts  the  Minifters  Pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  the  French  Republic 
to  accept  the  affurances  of  his  high 
confideration. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 
Life,  Saturday ,  Sept.  16,  1797, 
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Nc.  47.  (E.) 

J Vote  from  the  French  'Plenipotentiaries  to 
Lord  i->-.  alrnejbury. 

THE  undemgned  Mmifters  Ple¬ 
nipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic, 
comminioned  to  treat  of  peace  with 
England,  have  the  honour  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  receipt  of  Lord 
Malmelbury’s  anfwer  to  the  note 
which  they  addrefled  to  him  this 
day.  They  think  it  right  to  obferve 
to  him  that  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  fid  zed  the  real  meaning  of 
their  note ;  that  it  by  no  means 
contains  a  refufal  to  continue  the 
negotiations,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
the  means  for  giving  them  activity, 
and  'or  following  them  up  with  a 
fuccefs  no  iefs  defirabie  to  the  two 
nations,  than  it  would  be  flattering 
to  the  mini  tiers  charged  with  the 
conduct  o:  them.  The  French  go¬ 
vernment  is  fo  far  from  entertain¬ 
ing  the  intentions  which  the  note 
of  Lord  Malmefbury  appears  to  im¬ 
pute  to  them,  that  the  Miniflers 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public  have  received  no  order  to 
quit  Lifle,  after  the  departure  of 
the  Minifler  Plenipotentiary  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty.  The  Miniflers 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public  requefl  Lord  Malmefbury  to 
accept  the  affurances  of  their  high 
confidbration. 

(Signed)  Treilhard. 

Bonnier. 

Bv  the  Miniflers  Plenipotenti¬ 
ary,  the  Secretary  General 
of  the  Legation,  Derche. 

O  7 

LJle ,  30  Fruciuhr ,  5  th  year  of  the 
Republic  ( Sept.  16, 1 7  97  .J 

No.  48.  (F.) 

Note  front  Lord  M alrnejbury  to  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries . 

THE  underfigned  Minifler  Pie- 
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nipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefly  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge: 
the  receipt  of  the  note  which  the 
Miniflers  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  Republic  tranfmitted  to 
him  yeflerday,  through  the  hands 
of  the  Secretary  General  of  their 
legation.  He  thinks  he  cannot an- 
fwer  it  better  than  by  fubmitting 
to  them,  in  his  turn,  the  following 
obfervations. 

That  having  already,  by  his  note, 
dated  July  24,  and  in  obedience  to. 
the  exprefs  orders  of  his  court,  giv¬ 
en  an  anfwer  to  the  queftion  which 
is  now  fo  unexpectedly  renewed ;  a 
queftion  that,  in  appearance,  re¬ 
lates  foiely  to  the  limits  of  his  full 
powers,  which  are  in  the  moft  am¬ 
ple  form,  but  which  does  in  faff 
require  a  declaration  of  the  whole 
extent  of  his  inftruCtions  ;  and  not 
being  authorifed  to  quit  the  place 
of  his  deftination  without  the  ex¬ 
prefs  order  of  the  King  his  mailer, 
in  any  cafe  except  that  of  the  rup¬ 
ture  of  the  negotiation,  he  could 
not  help  confidering  a  note  enjoin¬ 
ing  him,  in  confequence  of  a  decree 
of  the  Executive  Directory,  to  re¬ 
turn  to  his  court  in  the  fpace  of 
four-and-twenty  hours,  as  ill  calcu¬ 
lated  to  accelerate  the  conclufton  of 
peace:  neverthelefs,  to  anfwer  the 
affurances  of  the  Miniflers  Plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  the  French  Republic, 
and  to  teftify  his  defire  to  feizc 
their  real  meaning,  with  refpeCt  to 
which  he  fhould  be  very  forry  to 
deceive  himfelf,  he  thinks  it  would 
be  more  fatisfaClory  to  meet  once 
more;  and  if  the  Miniflers  Plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  the  French  Republic 
fhould  be  of  the  fame  opinion,  Lord. 
Malmefbury  would  propofe  that  thk 
meeting  fhould  take  place  at  an 
earlier  hour  than  ufual,  in  order 
that  he  may  have  time  to  take  fuch 
Heps  as  the  refult  of  their  confe¬ 
rences 
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rences  may  render  necefiary.  He 
.defires  the  Minitiers  Plenipotentia¬ 
ry  of  the  French  Republic  to  accept 
the  affurances  of  his  high  confidera- 
tion. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 
Life ,  Sunday,  Sept.  17,  1797. 

No.  49.  (G.) 

Mote  from  the  Fre?ich  Plenipotentiaries  to 
Ford  Malmejbury. 

THE  underftgned  Minifters  Ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  of  the  French  Re- 
,  public,  commifiioned  to  treat  of 
peace  with  England,  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  note  which  the  Minitier  Pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty 
has  tranfrnitted  to  them  this  morn¬ 
ing.  Referring  to  the  notes  ad- 
drefted  to  Lord  Malmetbury  on  the 
29th  and  3 Oth  Frudtidor,  and  efpe- 
cially  to  the  firfi  of  yefterday,  they 
agree  to  the  meeting  which  Lord 
Malmetbury  appears  to  detire,  and 
propofe  the  hour  of  noon.  They 
requeft  Lord  Malmetbury  to  accept 
the  ailiirances  of  their  high  confide- 
ration. 

(Signed)  Treilhard. 

Bonnier. 

Life,  I (l  Complementary  Pay , 
hih year  of  the  French  Republic. 

(Sept.  17  th ,  1797J 

By  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary, 
the  See.  Gen.  of  Legation, 

Derche. 

(No.  50.) 

A  DISPATCH  from  Lord  Gren- 
.  ville  to  Lord  Malmetbury,  dated 
Sept.  22,  afturing  his  Lordthip  that 
his  Majefty  approved  entirely  of  his 
conduCt  during  the  whole  of  the 
negotiation,  and  enclofing  the  fol- 
•  lowing  note,  to  be  tranfrnitted  by 
him  (his  Lordthip  being  now  in 
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London)  to  the  French  Plenipoten-. 
tiaries  at  Litle. 

(N*>.  51.) 

Note  from  Lord  Malmejbury  to  the  French. 

Plenipotentiaries. 

THE  underftgned  Minifter  Ple¬ 
nipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majef¬ 
ty  has  rendered  to  his  court  a  faith¬ 
ful  account  of  the  circumftances 
that  have  interrupted  the  exercife 
of  thofe  important  fundtions  which 
his  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  en- 
truft  to  him.  His  Majefty  has 
deigned  to  honour  with  his  entire- 
approbation  the  anfwers  which  the 
undertigned  has  already  made  to 
the  extraordinary  and  unexpected 
demands  which  the  new  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  of  the  French  Republic 
addrefled  to  him  immediately  upon 
their  arrival  at  Litle.  But,  in  order 
to  leave  no  doubt  refpecting  the 
nature  and  object  of  this  demand, 
the  undertigned  has  been  expreilly 
ordered  to  declare,  in  the  name  of 
his  court, 

lft.  That  the  full  powers  with 
which  his  Majefty  has  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  furnith  him  for  negotiating 
and  concluding  a  treaty  of  peace, 
are  conceived  and  exprefted  in  the 
moft  ample  form;  authorifmg  the 
undertig-ned  fully,  and  without  re- 
ferve,  to  tign  any  treaty  upon  which 
he  might  agree  with  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries,  whatever  its  na¬ 
ture  or  conditions  might  be;  con¬ 
forming  himfelf  in  all  cafes  to  the 
inftructions  which  he  might  receive 
from  his  court. 

2d.  That  thefe  full  powers  have 
been  received  and  recoemifed  as 
fu flic ient,  as  well  by  the  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  with  whom  he  has  hither¬ 
to  treated,  as  by  the  Directory  them- 
felves,  and  that  there  is  confequent- 
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ly  no  room  for  any  new  difcuffion 
•upon  a  fubjedf  which  has  already 
been  clofed  by  common  agree¬ 
ment,  and  which,  moreover,  is  not 
liable  to  any  doubt  or  difficulty 
whatever;  every  thing  which  has 
been  done  hitherto  upon  this  fub- 
jedt  being  entirely  conformable  to 
euftoms  long  eftabMied  and  recog- 
niied  by  all  the  nations  of  Europe. 

Sd.  That  the  demand  of  the  Di¬ 
rectory  therefore,  in  reality  refers 
not  to  the  full  powers  of  the  under- 
ftgned,  but  to  the  extent  of  his  in- 
ftrudtions,  of  which  the  Directory 
could  not,  under  any  circumftances, 
require  any  communication,  further 
than  as  the  underfigned  himfelf 
might  judge  luch  a  communication 
conducive  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  ;  and  that,  very  far  from 
being  in  a  tituation  to  be  called  up¬ 
on  for  any  new  explanations  what¬ 
ever,  the  underfigned  had  every 
reaton  to  expedt,  from  the  repeated 
communications  which  had  been 
made  to  him  by  the  French  Pleni¬ 
potentiaries,  that  he  fliould  immedi¬ 
ately  receive  acounter-projedt,  of  a 
nature  to  facilitate  the  further  pro- 
grefs  of  the  negotiation,  which  had 
been  fufpended  for  more  than  two 
months. 

4.  That  the  court  of  London  had 
good  reafon  to  be  fti.ll  more  afto- 
m filed  at  the  fubftance  of  the  new 
demand  made  to  the  underfigned; 
a  demand  relating  to  preliminary 
conditions  which  had  already  been 
rejedted  at  the  very  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  negotiation,  and  from 
which  the  French  Plenipotentiaries 
had  in  effect  departed,  by  a  formal 
notification  of  the  meafures  which 
the  Directory  were  in  confequence 
taking  for  the  purpofe  of  coming 
to  fome  arrangement  with  their  al¬ 
lies. 
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5th.  That  it  is  therefore  only  by 
confenling  to  treat  upon  the  bafts 
of  the  projedf  detailed  with  fo  much 
opennefs,  which  was  prefented  by 
the  underfigned  a  few  days  after 
his  arrival  at  Lifle,  or  by  returning 
a  contre-jfrrojet  of  a  conciliatory  na¬ 
ture,  agreeably  to  the  affurances 
which  he  received  fo  long  ago, 
that  it  appears  poftible  to  continue 
the  negotiation,  which  the  Pleni¬ 
potentiaries  have  fo  ftrongly  affur- 
ed  him  that  the  Diredtory  did  not 
with  to  break  off,  notwithftanding 
the  meafures  lately  adopted  with 
refpedt  to  him :  a  meafure  which 
the  underfigned  forbears  to  cha- 
radterize,  but  which  could  not  fail 
to  produce  in  this  country  the  ini- 
preftion  of  a  difpofttion  by  no 
means  pacific  on  the  part  of  the 
Diredtory. 

The  underfigned  is  diredted  to 
add,'  that  his  Majefty  would  fee 
with  real  regret  the  certainty  of 
the  exiftence  of  fuch  a  difpofttion, 
to  little  compatible  with  the  ardent 
deftre  with  which  he  is  animated 
to  reftore  peace  to  the  two  nations ; 
but  that  if,  without  having  himfelf 
contributed  to  it  on  his  part,  he 
Ihould  again  find  himfelf  under  the 
necetftty  of  continuing  the  war,  he 
will  condudt  himfelf  upon  every 
©ccafion  agreeably  to  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciples,  doing  every  thing  which 
can  depend  upon  him  for  the  re- 
eftablifhnient  of  peace,  but  perftft- 
ing  to  defend,  with  an  unthaken 
ftrmnefs,  the  dignity  of  his  crown 
and  the  interefts  of  his  people. 

The  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty  requefts  the 
Minifters  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
French  Republic  to  accept  the  af¬ 
furances  of  his  high  conftderation. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 
■London,  Se/tt,  22,  1797. 
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(No.  52.) 

Note  front  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  t& 
Lord  Mahnejlury. 

THE  Miniflers  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  French  Republic,  commif- 
fioned  to  treat  of  peace  with  Eng¬ 
land,  have  received  the  note,  dated 
from  London,  which  has  been 
brought  to  them  by  an  extraordi¬ 
nary' meffenger,  from  Lord  Malmef- 
bury.  They  have  the  honour  to 
anfwer  to  him,  that  their  note  of 
the  29th  Frudtidor,  to  which  they 
refer,  offered  the  double  affurance 
of  the  fettled  intention  of  the 
French  government  to  continue 
the  negotiations  for  peace,  and  of 
its  conftant  determination  not  to 
agree  to  any  other  conditions  than 
fuch  as  are  compatible  with  the 
dignity  of  the  French  Republic. 

A  peace,  of  which  the 'bads  flionld 
be  contrary  to  the  laws,  or  to  the 
engagements  taken  with  its  allies* 
would  never  fatisty  the  hopes  of 
the  nation.  It  is  a  point  from 
which  the  Executive  Directory  has 
never  departed,  and  upon  which 
its  fentiments  have  never  varied. 

Lord  Malmefbury  having  formal¬ 
ly  declared  in  his  notes  of  the  1 5  th 
and  24th  of  July,  and  in  the  laft  in- 
ftance  in  that  of  the  17  th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  that  he  had  not  the  pow¬ 
ers  neceflary  for  reftoring  the 
Dutch  and  Spanitli  poffeflions  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  troops  of  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majefty,  the  Executive  Direc¬ 
tory  has  given  a  new  proof  of  its 
«pennefs,  and  of  its  defire  to  acce¬ 
lerate  the  conclufion  of  peace,  in 
requiring  Lord  Malmefbury  to  re¬ 
turn  to  his  court,  for  the  purpofe 
of  obtaining  the  authority,  without 
which  he  cannot  conclude :  a  mea- 
fure  rendered  neceflary  by  the  de¬ 
claration  of  the  Miniltcr  Flcnipo- 
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tentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
and  upon  which  it  is  impotable  to 
give  a  wrong  impreftion  to  any- 
thinking  and  impartial  mind. 

The  Miniflers  Plenipotentiaries  of 
the  French  Republic  requeft  Lord 
Malmefbury  to  accept  the  affurance# 
of  their  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Treilhard. 

Bonnier. 

Derche,v 

Life ,  4 tk  Vendemiaire ,  5  th year  of 
the Ref  ubhc  ( Sept.  25 , 1797 .) 

(No.  53.) 

Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  t& 
Lord  Mahnejlury. 

LifleyOa.  1,  1797. 

THE  Miniflers  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  French  Republic,  charged 
to  negotiate  a  peace  with  England, 
have  the  honour  to  communicate  to 
Lord  Malmefbury,  that  having  ad- 
dreffed  a  copy  of  his  laft  note,  of 
the  23d  of  September,  1797,  to 
their  government,  the  Executive 
Directory  has  inftrudted  them  to 
declare,  in  its  name,  that  it  has  not 
ceafed  to  be  defirous  of  peace :  that 
it  gave  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the 
fentiment  by  which  it  is  animated, 
when  it  ordered  the  Miniflers  Ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  of  the  Republic  to 
demand  a  categorical  explanation 
of  the  powers  given  by  the  Englifh 
government  to  its  Minifter  Pleni¬ 
potentiary;  and  that  this  proceed¬ 
ing  neither  had  nor  could  have  any 
other  objedl  than  that  of  bringing 
at  length  the  negotiation  to  a  fpee- 
dy  and  fuccefsful  iffue. 

That  the  order  given  to  the  Mi- 
nifters  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
French  Republic  to  remain  at  Lifle, 
after  the  departure  of  Lord  Malmef- 
bury,  is  a  new  proof  that  the  Di¬ 
rectory  had  w  lifted  for  and  antici- 
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jutted  his  return  with  powers 
which  would  not  be  illufory,  and 
the  limitation  of  which  would  be 
no  longer  a  pretext  to  retard  the 
conclufion  of  peace. 

That  fuch  are  invariably  the  in¬ 
tentions  and  hopes  of  the  Direc¬ 
tory,  which  enjoins  the  Minifters 
Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Republic 
mot  to  quit  Lille  until  the  moment 
when  the  prolonged  abfence  of  the 
negotiator  fhall  no  longer  leave  any 
doubt  as  to  the  intention  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  to  break  off  all  ne¬ 
gotiation. 

That,  confequently,  the  25th  of 
the  prefen t  Vendemiaire  (October 
16,  old  ftile)  is  the  fixed  term  for 
the  recall  of  the  Minifters  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  of  the  French  Republic, 
provided  at  that  epoch  the  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty  fhall  not  have  repaired  to 
Lille. 

The  Executive  Directory  will  feel 
a  throng  regret,  if  a  reconciliatory 
ftep,  already  twice  taken,  thou  Id 
not  terminate  favourably;  but  its 
•  confidence,  as  well  as  all  Europe, 
will  teftify  that  the  Englifh  govern¬ 
ment  alone  have  can-fed  the  fcourge 
of  war  to  affiidt  the  two  nations. 

The  Minifters  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  French  Republic  befeech  the 
Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  to  accept  the  affur- 
ances  of  their  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Trejlhard. 

Bonnier. 

The  Secretary  of  Legation, 

Dercke. 

(No.  54.) 

F/om  Lord  Malmejbury  to  the  French 

Plenipotentiaries ,  in  Reply  to  the  fore¬ 
going. 

London ,  OP.  5. 

THE  underfigned  having  handed 
to  the  Ring's  minifters  the  note 
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tranfmitted  by  the  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  French  Republic,  is  com-  . 
miftioned  to  obferve,  in  reply,  -that 
he  quitted  Lille  only  in  Confequence 
of  a  formal  and  pofitive  injunction 
from  the  Directory  ; — that  his  pow¬ 
ers  were  neither  limited  nor  delu- 
fiVe;«— and  that  nothing  was  omit¬ 
ted  on  his  part  to  accelerate  th« 
negotiation.  It  has  been  retarded 
folely  by  the  delays  of  the  Directo¬ 
ry,  and  it  is  by  their  a£t  that  it  is 
now  fia fp ended. 

As  to  that  part  which  relates  to 
the  refumption  of  the  conferences, 
the  underfigned  can  only  refer  to 
his  laft  note,  in  which  he  has  point¬ 
ed  out,  with  frank n efs  and  precifion, 
the  only  mode  which  is  left  of  con¬ 
tinuing  the  negotiation ;-~obferving 
at  the  fame  time,  that  the  King  can 
no  longer  treat  in  the  country  of  an 
enemy,  without  having  fome  certain 
afiurance  that  he  fhall  in  future  fee 
refpedled,  in  the  perfon  of  his  Ple¬ 
nipotentiary,  the  ufages  eftablifhed 
amongft  all  civilized  nations  with 
refpedf  to  public  minifters,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  to  thofe  whole  exertions 
are  directed  to  the  re-eftabiifhment 
of  peace. 

He  prays  the  Minifters  Plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  the  French  Republic  to 
accept  the  affurances  of  his  high 
confideration. 


(Signed)  Malmesbury. 


DECLARATION. 

Publijked  by  his  Majejly's  Command 

HIS  Majefty’s  benevolent  en¬ 
deavours  to  reftore  to  his 
people  the  bleftings  of  fecure  and 
honourable  peace,  again  repeated 
without  |  fuccefs,  have  acrain  de- 
monftfated,  beyond  the  poffibility 
of  doubt,  the  determined  and  per- 

fevering 
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fevering’  hoftility  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  France,  in  whofe  unpro¬ 
voked  aggrelfion  the  war  originated, 
and  by  whofe  boundlefs  and  de- 
ftruftive  ambition  it  is  Fill  pro¬ 
longed.  And  while  by  the  courfe 
of  thefe  tranfaftions,  continued 
proofs  have  been  afforded  to  all  his 
Maj.efty’s  faithful  fubjects,  of  his 
anxious  and  unremitting  folicitude 
for  their  welfare,  they  cannot,  at 
the  fame  time,  have  failed  to  recog¬ 
nize,  in  the  uniform  conduct  of  the 
enemy,  the  fpirit  by  which  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  France  are  fill  actuated,  and 
the  objefts  to  which  they  are  di¬ 
re  Fred. 

His  Majefty  could  not  but  feel 
how  much  the  means  of  peace  had 
been  obftructed  by  the  many  addi¬ 
tional  difficulties  which  his  enemies 
had  fo  repeatedly  thrown  in  the 
way  of  every  negotiation.  Never-. 

J  J  Q 

thelefs,  on  the  very  nrit  appearance 
of  circumfhances  in  fame  degree 
more  favourable  to -the  inters  its  of 
humanity,  the  fame  ardent  defire 
for  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of  his 
fubjects  induced  his  Majefty  to  re¬ 
new  his  overtures  for  terminating 
the  calamities  of  war:  thus  availing 
himfelf  of  every  opening  which 
could  in  any  manner  lead  to  fecure 
an  honourable  peace,  and  confu.lt- 
ing  equally  the  wi flies  of  his  own 
heart  and  the  principles  by  which 
his  ccmduft  has  invariably  been 
guided. 

New  obftaci.es  were  immedi¬ 
ately  interpofed  by  thofe  who  ftill 
directed  the  councils  of  France, 
and  who,  amidft  the  general  defire 
for  peace  which  they  could  not  at 
that  time  openly  difclaim,  ftill  re¬ 
tained  the  power  of  frnftrating  the 
wifties  of  their  own  country,  of 
counteracting  his  Majefty ’s  bene¬ 
volent  intentions,  and  of  obftrud- 
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ing  that  refult  which  was  fo  necef- 
fary  for  the  happinefs  of  both  na¬ 
tions.  Difficulties  of  form  were 
ftudioufly  created ;  modes  of  nego¬ 
tiation  were  infilled  upon,  the  moft 
inconfiftent  with  their  own  conduft 
in  every  other  inftance;  the  fame 
fpirit  appeared  in  every  ftep  which 
was  taken  by  them :  and  while  the 
moft  unwarranted  infinuations  were 
thrown  out,  and  the  moft  unfound¬ 
ed  reproaches  brought  forward,  the 
eftablifhed  cuftoms  and  ufages, 
which  have  long  prevailed  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  were  purpofely  departed  from* - 
even  in  the  fimple  afts  which  were 
to  be  done  on  their  part  for  the 
renewal  of  the  negotiations.  All 
thefe  things  his  Majefty  determined 
to  difregard  ;  not  as  being  infenft- 
ble  of  their  purport  and  tendency, 
nor  unmindful  of  the  importance 
of  thefe  points  in  the  public  inter - 
courfe  of  great  and  independent 
nations,  but  refolving  to  defeat  the 
object  of  thefe  artifices,  and  to  fuf- 
fer  no  fubordinate  or  inferior  con- 
fideration  to  impede,  on  his  part, 
the  difcuffion  of  the '  weighty  and 
extenfive  interefts  on  which  the 
termination  of  the  war  mull  necef- 
farily  depend. 

He  directed  his  minifter  to  repair 
to  France,  furnifhed  with  the  moft 
ample  powers,  and  in  ft  ruffed  to 
communicate  at  once  an  explicit 
and  detailed  propolal  and  plan  of 
peace  reduced  into  the  fhape  of  a 
regular  treaty,  juft  and  moderate  in 
its  principles,  embracing  all  the  in¬ 
terefts  concerned,  and  extending  to 
every  fubjeft  connected  with  the 
reiteration  of  public  tranquillity. 
The  communication  of  this  paper, 
delivered  in  the  very  nrft  confer¬ 
ence,  was  accompanied  by  fuch  ex¬ 
planations  as  fully  ftated  and  de¬ 
tailed  the  utmofit  extent  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty ’3 
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jetty’s  views,  and  at  the  fame  time 
■  gave  ample  room  for  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  every  difputed  point,  for 
mutual  arrangement  and  concettron, 
and  for  reciprocal  facilities  arifing 
out  of  the  progrefs  of  fair  difeuflion. 

To  this  proceeding,  open  and 
liberal  beyond,  example,  the  con¬ 
duit  of  Iris  Majefty’s  enemies  cp- 
poies  the  moil  linking  contrail. 
From  them  no  counter-projeft  has 
ever  yet  been  obtained:  no  ftate- 
ment  of  the  extent  or  nature  of  the 
conditions  on  which  they  would 
conclude  any  peace  with  thefe  king¬ 
doms.  Their  pretentions  have  al¬ 
ways  been  brought  forward  either 
as  del  ached  or  as  preliminary  points, 
diftinit  from  the  main  object  of  ne¬ 
gotiation,  and  accompanied,  in  eve¬ 
ry  inflance,  with  an  exprefs  referve 
of  farther  and  unexplained  de¬ 
mands. 

The  points  which,  in  purfuance 
of  this  fyftem,  the  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  enemy  propofed  for  feparate 
difeuflion-  in  their  firft  conferences 
with  his  Majefty’s  minitter,  were  at 
©nee  frivolous  and  offenftve;  none 
of  them  productive  of  any  folid  ad¬ 
vantage  to  France,  but  all  calculated 
to  raife  new  obftacles  in  the  way  of 
peace.  And  to  thefe  demands  was 
foon  after  added  another,  in  its  form 
unprecedented,  in  its  fubttance  ex¬ 
travagant,  and  filch  as  could  origi¬ 
nate  only  in  the  moil  determined 
and  inveterate  hofdlity.  The  prin¬ 
ciple  of  mutual  compenfation,  be¬ 
fore  exprefsly  admitted  by  common 
confent,  as  the  juft  and  equitable 
bafts  of  negotiation,  was  now  dif- 
claimed ;  every  idea  of  moderation 
erreafon,  every  appearance  of  jnf- 
lice,  was  difregarded ;  and  a  con- 
ceffton  was  required  from  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  Plenipotentiary,  as  a  preli¬ 
minary  and  indifpenfable  sondilion 
.  Vox..  XXXIX. 


PAPERS.  as 

of  negotiation,  which  mutt  at  once 
have  fuperfeded  all  the  old  eels,  and 
precluded  all  the  means  of  treating. 
France,  after  incorporating  with 
her  own  dominions  fo  large  a  por¬ 
tion  of  her  conquefts,  arid  affecting 
to  have  deprived  herfelf,  by  her 
own  internal  regulations,  of  the 
power  of  alienating  thefe  valuable 
additions  of  territory,  did  not  feru- 
ple  to  demand  from  his  Majefty  the 
abfolute  and  unconditional  fur- 
render  of  all  that  the  energy  of  his 
people,  and  the  valour  of  his  fleets 
and  armies  have  conquered  in  the 
prefent  war,  either  from  France,  or 
from  her  allies.  She  reauired  that, 
the  power  of  Great  Britain  ftiould  be 
confined  within  its  former  limits,  at 
the  very  moment  when  her  own 
dominion  was  extended  to  a  degree 
aim  oft  unparalleled  in  hiftory.  She 
infilled,  that  in  proportion  to  the 
increafe  of  danger,  the  means  of 
refiftance  ftiould  be  diminilhed;  and 
that  his  Majefty  Ihould  ?ive  up, 
without  compenfation,  and  into  thst 
hands  of  his  enemies,  the  neceffary 
defences  of  his  poffeffions,  and  the 
future  fafeguards  of  his  empire. 
Nor  was  even  this  demand  brought 
forward  as  conftituiing  the  terms  of 
peace,  but  the  price  of  negotiation  5 
as  the  condition  on  which  alone  his 
Majefty  was  to  be  allowed  to  learn 
what  further  unexplained  demands 
were  Hill  referved,  and'  to  what 
greater  facrifices  thefe  unprece¬ 
dented  conceftions  of  honour  and 
fafetv  were  to  lead. 

Whatever  were  the  impreftions 
which  fuch  a  proceeding  created, 
they  did  not  induce  the  King  a- 
bruptly  to  preclude  the  means  of 
negotiation.  In  rej siting  without 
a  moment’s  hefitation  a"  demand, 
which  could  have  been  made  for  no 
other  realon  than  becaufe  it  was  in- 
f*  '  admiifibie' 
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admifiible,  his  Majefty,  from  the 
fixed  refolution  to  avail  himfelf  of 
every  chance  of  bringing  the  nego¬ 
tiation  to  a  favourable  iflue,  directed 
that  an  opening  fhould  ftill  be  left, 
for  treating  on  reafonable  and  equal 
grounds,  fuch  as  might  become  the 
dignity  of  his  crown,  and  the  rank 
and  ftation  in  Europe  in  which  it 
has  pleafed  the  Divine  Providence 
to  place  the  Britifh  nation. 

This  temperate  and  conciliatory 
conduct  was  flrongly  exprefiive  of 
the  benevolence  of  his  Majefty’s 
intentions;  and  it  appeared  for 
fome  time  to  have  prepared  the 
way_  for  that  refult  which  has  been 
the  uniform  objedf  of  all  his  mea- 
fures.  Two  months  elapfed  after 
his  Majefty  had  unequivocally  and 
definitively  refufed  to  comply  with 
the  unreafonable  and  extravagant 
preliminary  which  had  been  de¬ 
manded  by  his  enemies.  During 
all  that  time  the  negotiation  was 
continued  open,  the  conferences 
were  regularly  held,  and  the  de¬ 
mand  thus  explicitly  rejected  by 
one  party  was  never  once  renewed 
by  the  other.  It  was  not  only  a- 
bandoned;  it  was  openly  difclaim- 
cd  ;  afturances  were  given  in  direct 
contradiction  to  it.  Promifes  were 
continually  repeated,  that  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  explicit  and  detailed  propo¬ 
fols  fhould  at  length  be  anfwered 
by  that  which  could  alone  evince  a 
real  difpofition  to  negotiate  with 
fincerity,  by  the  delivery  of  a  coun- 
ter-projeCt,  of  a  nature  tending  to 
facilitate  the  conclusion  of  peace; 
and  the  long  delays  of  the  French 
government  in  executing  thefe 
promifes  were  excufed  and  account¬ 
ed  for  by  an  unequivocal  declara¬ 
tion,  that  France  was  concerting 
with  her  allies  for  thofe  facrifices 
on  their  part,  which  might  afford 
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the  means  of  proceeding  in  the  ne¬ 
gotiation.  Week  after  week  palled 
over  in  the  repetition  of  thefe  fo- 
lemn  engagements  on  the  part  of 
his  Majefty  r's  enemies.-  Flis  defire 
for  peace  induced  him  to  wait 
for  their  completion  with  an  anxiety 
proportioned  to  the  importance  of 
the  object ;  nor  was  it  much  to  ex- 
peft  that  his  minifter  fhould  at 
length  be  informed  what  was  the 
extent  and  nature  of  the  conditions 
on  which  his  enemies  were  difpofed 
to  terminate  the  war. 

It  was  in  this  ftage  of  the  bull- 
nefs  that,  on  the  1 1th  of  September 
the  appointment  of  new  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  was  announced  on  the 
part  of  France,  under  a  formal  pro- 
mife  that  their  arrival  fhould  facili¬ 
tate  and  expedite  the  work  of  peace. 

To  renew,  in  a  fhape  ftill  more 
offenfive  than  before,  the  inadmif- 
fible  demand  to  long  before  brought 
forward,  and  fo  long  abandoned, 
was  the  firft  aft  of  thefe  new  mef- 
fengers  of  peace.  And  fuch  was;: 
now  the  undifguifed  impatience  of 
the  King’s  enemies  to  terminate  all! 
treaty,  and  to  exclude  ail  profpeft: 
of  accommodation,  that  even  the: 
continuance  of  the  King’s  Plenipo¬ 
tentiary  at  the  appointed  place  of: 
negotiation  was  made  by  them  toi: 
depend  on  his  immediate  compli¬ 
ance  with  a  condition  which  his;, 
court  had,  two  months  before,  ex¬ 
plicitly  refufed,  and  concerning: 
which  no  further  difcuffion  bed! 
fince  occurred.  His  reply  was  fuchn 
as  the  occafion  required ;  and  he: 
immediately  received  a  p ofi live  and  13 
written  order  -  to  depart  from; 
France. 

The  fubfequent  conduff  of  his; 
Majefty’s  enemies  has  aggravated! 
even  this  proceeding,  and  added! 
frefh  in  full  to  this  unexampled  out¬ 
rage.. 
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rage.  The  infurmoimtable  obfta- 
cles  which  they  threw  in  the  way 
of  peace  were  accompanied  with  an 
oftentatious  profeffion  of  the  most! 
pacific  difpontions.  In  cutting  off 
the  means  of  negotiation  they  ftill 
pretended  to  retain  the  ftrongeft 
defire  to  negotiate  :  in  ordering  the 
King’s  minifter  to  quit  their  coun¬ 
try,  they  profeffed  the  hope  of  his 
immediate  return  to  it;  and  in  re¬ 
newing  their  former  inadmiffible 
and  rejected  demand,  they  declared 
their  confident  expectation  of  a 
fpeedy  and  favourable  anfwer.  Yet 
before  any  anfwer  could  arrive  they 
publiihed  a  declaration,  announcing 
to  their  country  the  departure  of 
the  King’s  minifter,  and  attempt¬ 
ing,  as  in  every  former  inftance,  to 
afcribe  to  the  conduct  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  the  difappointment  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  with  for  peace,  and  the  renew¬ 
al  of  all  the  calamities  of  war.  The 
fame  attempt  has  been  prolonged 
in  fubfequent  communications,  e- 
qually  inftdious  and  illufory,  by 
which  they  have  obvioufly  intended 
to  furnifhthe  colour  and  empty  pre¬ 
tence  of  a  with  for  peace,  while 
they  have  ftill  ftudioufly  and  obffi- 
nately  perftfted  in  evading  every 
ftep  which  could  lead  to  the  fuccefs 
of  any  negotiation  ;  have  continued 
to  infifton  the  fame  inadmiffible  and 
extravagant  preliminary,  and  have 
uniformly  withheld  all  explanation 
either  on  the  particulars  of  the  pro- 
pofals  of  p^eace,  fo  long  fince  deli¬ 
vered  by  his  Majefty’s  minifter,  or 
on  any  other  terms  on  which  they 
were  themfelves  ready  to  conclude  t 
and  this  in  the  vain  hope  that  it 
could  be  poffible  by  any  artifice  to 
difguife  the  truth  of  thefe .  tranfac- 
tions,  or  that  any  exercife  of  power, 
however  defpotic,  could  prevent 
fuch  fads  from  being  known,  felt, 
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and  underftood,  even  in  France 
itfelf. 

To  France,  to  Europe,  and  to 
the  world,  it  muft  be  manifeft  that 
the  French  government  (while 
they  perfift  in  their  prefent  fenti- 
ments)  leave  his  Majefty  without 
an  alternative,  unlefs  he  were  pre¬ 
pared  to  furrender  and  facrifice  1  to 
the  undifgriifed  ambition  of  his  ene- 
mies  the  honour  of  his  crown  and 
the  fafety  of  his  dominions.  It 
muft  be  manifeft,  that,  inftead  of 
fhewing,  on  their  part,  any  inclina¬ 
tion  to°meet  his  Majefty’s  pacific 
overtures  on  any  moderate  terms, 
they  have  never  brought  themfelves 
to.ftate  any  terms  (however  exor¬ 
bitant)  on  which  they  were  ready 
to  conclude  peace.  They  have 
afked  as  a  preliminary  (and  in  the 
form  the  moft  arrogant  and  offen- 
ftve)  conceffions  which  the  compa¬ 
rative  ftiuation  of  the  two  countries 
would  have  rendered  extravagant 
in  anv  ftaye  of  negotiation  ;  which 
were  directly  contrary  to  their  own 
repeated  profeflions ;  and  which* 
nevertheless,  they  peremptorily  re¬ 
quired  to  be  complied  with  in  the 
very  outfet ;  referving  an  unlimited 
power  of  afterwards  accumulating, 
from  time  to  time,  frefti  demands, 
increafing  in  proportion  to  every 
new  conceffion. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  terms 
propofed  by  his  Majefty  have  been 
{bated  in  the  moft  clear,  open,  and 
unequivocal  manner.  The  difcuf- 
fion  of  all  the  points  to  which  they 
relate,  or  of  anv  others  which  the 
enemy  might  bring  forward  as  the 
terms  of  peace,  has  been,  on  his 
Majefty’s  part,  repeatedly  called 
for,  as  often  promifed  by  the 
French  Plenipotentiaries,  but  to 
this  day  has  never  yet  been  obtain¬ 
ed.  The  rupture  of  the  negotia- 
P  2  tioa 
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tipn  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  af- 
cribed  to  any  pretentions  (however 
inadmiflible)  urged  as  the  price  of 
peace;  not  to  any  ultimate  differ¬ 
ence  on  terms,  however  exorbitant; 
but  to  the  evident  and  fixed  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  enemy  to  prolong 
the  conteff,  and  to  purfue,  at  all 
hazards,  their  hoftile  detigns  againft 
the  profperity  and  fafety  of  thefe 
kingdoms. 

While  this  determination  conti¬ 
nues  to  prevail,  his  Majefty’s  ear- 
neft  wifues  and  endeavours  to  re- 
ftore  peace  to  his  fubjedts  muff  be 
fruitlefs.  But  his  fentiments  re¬ 
main  unaltered.  He  looks  with 
anxious  expectation  to  the  moment 
when  the  government  of  France 
may  fhew  a  difpofition  and  fpirit 
in  any  degree  corresponding  to  his 
own.  And  he  renews  even  now, 
and  before  all  Europe,  the  folemn 
declaration,  that,  in  fpite  of  re¬ 
peated  provocations,  and  at  the 
very  moment  when  his  claims  have 
been  ffrengthened  and  confirmed 
by  that  frefh  fuccefs  which,  by  the 
blefling  of  Providence,  has  recently 
attended  his  arms,  he  is  yet  ready 
(if  the  calamities  of  war  can  now  be 
clofed)  to  conclude  peace  on  the 
fame  moderate  and  equitable  prin¬ 
ciples  and  terms  which  he  has  be¬ 
fore  propofed:  the  rejection  of 
fuch  terms  muff  now,  more  than 
ever,  demonftrate  the  implacable 
animofity  and  infatiabie  ambition  of 
thofe  with  whom  he  has  to  contend, 
'  and  to  them  alone  muff  the  future 
confequences  of  the  prolongation 
©f  the  war  be  aferibed. 

If  fuch  unhappily  is  the  fpirit  by 
which  they  are  (till  actuated,  his 
Majeffy  can  neither  hefitate  as  to 
the  principles  of  his  own  conduct, 
nor  doubt  the  fentiments  and  de¬ 
termination  of  his  people.  He  wili 
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not  be  wanting  to  them,  and  he  is 
confident  they  will  not  be  wanting 
to  themfelves.  He  has  an  anxious 
but  a  facred  and  indifpenfable  duty 
to  fulfil :  he  will  difeharge  it  with 
refolution,  conftancy,  and  firmnefs. 
Deeply  as  he  muff  regret  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  a  war  fo  deftrufitive  in 
its  progrefs,  and  fo  burthenfoijie 
even  in  its  fuccefs,  he  knows  the 
character  of  the  brave  people  whofe 
intereffs  and  honour  are  entruffed 
to  him.  Thefe  it  is  the  firff  objeft 
of  his  life  to  maintain ;  and  he  is 
convinced,  that  neither  the  re- 
fources  nor  the  fpirit  of  his  king¬ 
doms  will  be  found  inadequate 
to  this  arduous  conteff,  or  unequal 
to  the  importance  and  value  of  the 
objefls  which  are  at  ffake.  He 
trufts  that  the  favour  of  Providence, 
by  which  they  have  always  hitherto 
been  fupported  againff  all  their 
enemies,  will  be  ftill  extended  to  , 
them;  and  that,  under  this  protec¬ 
tion,  his  faithful  fubjeffs,  by  a  refo- 
lute  and  vigorous  application  of  the 
means  which  they  poflefs,  wili  be 
enabled  to  vindicate  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  their  country,  and  to  refiff 
with  juft  indignation  the  affumed 
fuperiority  of  an  enemy  againff 
whom  they  have  fought  with  the 
courage,  the  fuccefs,  and  glory  of 
their  anceftors ;  and  who  aims  at 
nothing  lefs  than  to  deftroy  at  once 
whatever  has  contributed  to  the 
profperity  and  great nefs  of  the  Bri- 
tifti  empire,  all  the  channels  of  its 
induftry,  and  all  the  fources  of  its 
power;  its  fecurity  from  abroad, 
its  tranquillity  at  home,  and  above 
all,  that  conftitution,on  which  alone 
depends  the  undifturbed  enjov- 
ment  of  its  religion,  laws,  and  li¬ 
berties. 

IF eftminfier , 

O&ote  25.  1797, 
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fits  Majeftfs  S/ieech  on  the  Meeting  of 
Parliament ,  Nov.  2 d.  1797. 

Mv  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

T  is  matter  of  great  concern  to 
me,  that  the  earned:  endeavours 
which  I  have  continued  to  employ 
fince  I  met  you  lafr  in  parliament, 
to  reftore  to  my  fubjeCts  the  bleff- 
ings  of  peace,  on  fafe  and  honour¬ 
able  terrors,  have  been  rendered  in¬ 
effectual.  The  declaration  which 
I  have  caufed  to  be  publifhed,  and 
the  other  papers  which  I  have  di¬ 
rected  to  be  laid  before  you,  will 
abundantly  prove  to  you  and  to  the 
world,  that  every  ftep  has,  been 
taken  on  my  part,  which  would 
tend  to  accelerate  that  defirable  ob 
jeCt;  and  that  the  long  delay  and 
final  rupture  of  the  negotiation  are 
to  be  attributed  folely  to  the  eva- 
five  conduCf,  the  unwarrantable 
pretentions,  and  inordinate  ambir 
lion  of  the  enemy,  and,  above  all, 
to  their  inveterate  animofity  to 
thefe  kingdoms.  I  have  the  fullr 
eft  reliance,  under  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence,  on  your  vigour  and  wifdom, 
and  on  the  zeal  of  a  great  and  free 
people,  fenftble  that  they  are  con¬ 
tending  for  their  deareft  interefts, 
and  determined  to  fhew  themfelves 
worthy  of  the  bleffings  which  they 
are  ftruggling  to  defend.  Com¬ 
pelled  as  we  are,  by  the  nioft  evi¬ 
dent  neceflity,  to  perfevere  in  the 
conteft  until  a  more  pacific  fpirit 
ftiall  be  manifefted  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy,  we  have  the  fatisfacfion 
of  knowing  that  we  poffefs  means 
and  refources  proportioned  to  the 
exertions  wThich  we  mav  be  called 
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upon  to  make.  During  a  period 
of  hoftility,  our  revenue  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  highly  productive,  our 
national  induftry  has  been  extend¬ 
ed,  and  our  commerce  has  exceeded 


its  former  limits.  The  public  fpirit 
of  my  people  has  been  displayed  ; 
my  troops,  of  every  defcription, 
have  acquired  frefli  claims  to  ef- 
teem  and  admiration  $  and  the  re¬ 
peated  fucceffes  of  my  navy  have 
been  recently  crowned  by  the  de~ 
cifive  viCfory  with  which  Provi¬ 
dence  has  rewarded  the  exertions 
of  my  feet,  under  the  command  of 
Admiral  Lord  Duncan.  No  event 
could  be  followed  by  more  import- 
ant  and  beneficial  confequences,  or 
form  a  more  brilliant  addition  to 
thole  numerous  heroic  exploits, 
which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefen t 
war,  have  raifed  to  a  height,  hither¬ 
to  unexampled,  the  naval  glory  of 
the  country. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  have  directed  the  neceftary 
eftimates  for  the  year  to  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  you.  The  ftate  of  the  war, 
and  the  happy  confequences  of  our 
recent  fuccels,  will  admit  of  fome 
diminution  in  our  expences,  con- 
fiftently  with  the  vigorous  efforts 
which  we  may  have  occafion  to 
make.  In  confidering  what  may 
be  the  beft  mode  of  defraying  the 
heavy  expences,  ftiil  unavoidable, 
you  will  bear  in  mind  the  nature  of 
the  prefent  crifis,  and  that  the  true 
value  of  any  temporary  facrifices 
which  it  may  be  neceftary  to  make, 
can  only  be  effimated  by  the  imT 
portance  of  maintaining  public 
credit,  and  of  convincing  the  ene¬ 
my,  that,  while  we  retain  an  ar¬ 
dent  defire  for  peace  on  fafe  and 
honourable  terms,  we  poffefs  the 
means,  as  well  as  the  determination, 
to  fupport  with  vigour  the  ardent 
conteft,  as  long  as  it  may  be  necef- 
fary  for  preferving  the  honour  and 
independence  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

P  3  My 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
After  the  experience  which  I 
have  had  of  your  loyalty  and  attach¬ 
ment  to  me,  and  of  yo-ur  zeal  for 
the  interefts  of  my  people,  I  have 
only  to  recommend  to  you  a  per¬ 
severance  in  the  fame  principles 
which  have  hitherto  adtualed  you. 
The  events  of  every  day  mu  ft  im¬ 
press  you  more  and  more  with  a 
fenfe  of  the  bleflings  which  we  de¬ 
rive  from  our  civil  and  religious 
eftablithments,  and  which  have  fo 
long  diftinguiftied  us  amongft  the 
nations  of  Europe.  Thefe  bleflings 
can  only  be  preferred  by  inculcat¬ 
ing  and  enforcing  a  due  reverence 
to  the  laws,  by  reprelrin’g  with 
promptitude  every  attempt  to  in¬ 
terrupt  our  internal  tranquillity, 
and  by  maintaining  inviolate  that 
happy  conftitution  which  we  In¬ 
herit  from  our  anceftors,  and  on 
which  the  fecurity  and  happinefs 
of  every  cjafs  of  my  fubjeds  efleii- 


JJis  Majefty'* s  Anfver  to  the  Addrcfs  of 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament ,  on  the  Sub¬ 
ject  of  the  Rupture  of  the  late  Nego¬ 
tiation. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

•r  ' 

NOTHING  could  be  more  fa- 
tisfadlory  to  rnc  than  this 
unanimous  declaration  of  the  fenti- 
ments  of  my  two  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  They  are  fuch\as  (he  con- 
duff  and  declared  intention  of  the 
enemy  could  not  fail  to  produce. 
We  are  engaged  in  a  caufe  which 
is  common  to  us  all ;  and  contend¬ 
ing  for  every  intereft  which  a  free 
and  independent  nation  can  have 
to  maintain.  Under  the  bleflings 
of  Providence  I  look  with  confi- 
dence'to  the  iflue  of  this  great  con- 


teft ;  but  in  every  event  my  refo- 
lution  is  taken.  It  is  fuch  as  I  owe 
to  God,  to  my  country,  and  to  my- 
felf;  and  it  is  confirmed  by  the 
fentiments  which  you  have  this  day 
declared  to  me.  I  will  not  be 
wanting  to  my  people,  but  will 
ftand  or  fall  with  them,  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  our  religion,  and  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  independence, 
laws,  and  liberties  of  thefe  king¬ 
doms. 


Protef  of  Earl  Fitzzvilliam ,  on  the  Rejec¬ 
tion  of  his  Amendment  to  the  Addrefs 
of  their  Lord  flips,  November  2d. 

Dissentient, 

ECAUSE  the  amend¬ 
ment,  which  has  been 
rejected,  appeared  to  me  neceflary 
to  fave  the  honour  of  this  Houle 
from  being  implicated  in  approv¬ 
ing  a  negotiation,  of  which  we 
knew  little  more  than  that  it  has 
drawn  down  new  contumelies  and 
indignities,  new  injuries  and  out¬ 
rages,  on  his  Majefty  and  his  peo¬ 
ple.  Of  thefe.  indeed  too  much 
is  already  known,.  His  Majefty 
has  been  advifed  to  let  forth  a  de¬ 
tailed  account  of  them  to  France, 
to  Europe,  and  to  the  world,  as  if 
the  late  abrupt  conclufion  of  the 
negotiation  bv  the  Directory,  and 
the  infulting  difiniliion  of  our  am- 
baflador,  were  not  the  notorious 
and  immediate  confequence  of  the 
public  voice  of  France  having  been 
over-ruled  by  force  and  terror ; 
and  as  if  all  Europe,  however  in 
great  part  fubdued  alfo  by  force 
and  terror,  and  America,  the  only 
part  of  the  world  out  of  Europe 
which  is  diredtlv  connected  with 
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the  fyftem  of  Europe,  were  not  too 
well  acquainted  before  with  the 

difpofition 
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difpofition  and  principles  of  the 
common,  enemy.  On  iiis  fide,  we 
are  told  that  there  was  a  ftudied  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  every  thing  that 
could  offend  and  irritate  a  high- 
minded  people,  fuch  as  the  people 
of  England  once  was; — a  wanton 
violation  of  all  the  mutually  re- 
fpedtful  forms  which  long  ufage  has 
eftablifneb  in  the  intercourfe  or  free 
nations ; —and  a  final  demand  (to 
which,  from  the  moment  of  our 
firft  pacific  overtures,  that  arrogant 
power  has  conftantly  recurred)  of  a 
direct:  furrender  of  our  independ¬ 
ence,  by  taking  his  laws  and  trea¬ 
ties  for  the  bafis  of  negotiations, 
and  indeed  for  a  preliminary  to  all 
difcufiion.  On  our  fide,  it  is  avow¬ 
ed  that  there  was  a  departure  from 
all  the  rules  of  common  prudence, 
by  difclofing  all  our  objects  before 
we  could  learn  any  one  definitive 
pretention  of  the  enemy,  as  the 
price  of  peace;  and  a  patience 
that,  it  is  too  much  to  be  feared, 
France,  Europe,  and  the  world,  to 
which  it  is  declared,  may  miftake 
for  pufillanimity.  The  ci.rcumftanc- 
es  which  could  warrant  fuch  a  con¬ 
duct,  fo  contrary  to  all  common  po¬ 
licy,  ought  indeed  to  be  weighty 
and  grave,  if  not  imperious  and  ir- 
reftftible,.  under  our  prefent  circum¬ 
stances,  to  take  any  Step  which  may 
feem,  however  distantly,  to  approve 
that  conduct,  can  only  tend  to  de¬ 
ceive  his  Majefty’s  ministers  as  to 
the  fentiments  of  this  Houfe,  and 
induce  ftill  greater  humiliation, 
whiclj  muff  terminate  in  ruin  as 
well  as  in  difhonour.  No  country 
can  be  fafe  which  is  not  refpeft- 
ed ;  no  country  can  hope  to  be 
refpefted  that  does  not  firft  refpeft 
it  f elf. 

2dly.  Becaufe,  having  recorded 
my  fentiments  on  (he  Journals  of 
this  Houfe  when  this  train  of  mea- 
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fures  was  new,  and  the  refult  of  the 
firft  experiment  yet  in  fufpenfe,  I 
have,  now  the  affliction  of  finding, 
that  whatever  1  had  apprehended 
from  it  has  been  very  much  exceed¬ 
ed  by  its  effects,  in  raifing  the  in- 
folence  and  audacity  of  the  enemy, 
and  in  breaking  down  that  fpirit 
and  energy  of  government  which 
can  alone  work  out  our  fafety  in 
this  awful  juncture,  or  give  dignity 
and  glory  to  our  fall. 

3diy.  Becaufe  the  facrifices  which 
his  Majefty  has  lately  been  advifed 
to  offer,  and  ftill  to  declare  himfelf 
ready  to  make,  cannot  now  have 
the  fame  object  which  the  fame,  or 
fimilar  offers,  had  on  a  former  occa- 
lion.  We  were  then  anxious,  by 
the  ceffion  of  our  own  acquisitions, 
to  redeem  the  moft  important  part 
of  the  ancient  established  fyftem 
of  Europe,  in  which  a  breach  had 
been  made,  and  which  was  menaced 
with  ftill  greater  danger.  In  diffe¬ 
rent  treaties  of  peace,  fometimes 
England,  fometimes  France,  fome¬ 
times  other  tales,  according  to  the 
circumftances  of  the  juncture,  have 
furrendered  more  or  lefs  of  their  ac¬ 
tual  conquefts  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
ftoring  the  general  balance  of  pow¬ 
er,  for  the  general  fafety.  In  fuch 
a  peace  we  Should  have  had  forne 
apparent  fecurity,  though  tender 
indeed,  againft  the  ambition  and 
principles  of  Republican  France. 
But  our  lait  propoied  facrifices  were 
offered  merely  to  obtain  peace. 
For  that,  and  for  that  alone,  we 
were  prepared  to  give  up  poffef- 
fions  which,  under  the  laws  of  war, 
had  become  our  own,  whilft  the 
enemy  had  invariably  infilled  on 
keeping  almoft  every  thing  which 
fils  arms  had  conquered  from  the 
other  great  powers  of  Europe. 
Every  thing  that  may  be  neceSfar^ 
to  give  rational  fecurity  to  an  ene- 
P  4  my 
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Biy  {hewing  a  true  pacific  difpofi- 
-tion,  would,  be  well  furrendered 
without  any  compensation;  but  a 
propofal  to  purchafe  peace,  as  a 
valuable  consideration  in  itfelf,  is  a 
diStinCt  admiflion  of  inferiority,  or 
a  proof  of  pufiiianimity,  never  ho¬ 
nourable,  and  therefore  never  fare 
to  a  great  nation,  especially  in  the 
face  of  an  enemy  who  meafures  ail 
right  by  power  and  audacity ;  and 
kgainft  whom,  it  was  admitted  in 
debate  by  his  Majefty’s  minifters, 
That  no  fecurity  could  be  found 
in  peace,  without  uncommon  cau¬ 
tion,  and  an  uncommon  degree  of 
warlike  preparation.”  A  treaty 
formed  on  fuch  a  principle  may  be 
complimented  with  the  name  of 
peace,  but  it  will  be  in  effeCt  only  a 
fufpenfio.n  of  active  hostility,  with¬ 
out  any  of  the  advantages  of  peace, 
and  fubjed  to  ail  the  expenses  and 
dangers  of  war. 

4thly.  Becaufe  the  whole  con¬ 
duct:,  as  well  as  declarations  of  the 
enemy,  Since  the  opening  of  the  laft 
Senior?,  had  been  particularly  point¬ 
ed  againft  this  country,  So  as  to 
leave  no  rational  ground  of  expect¬ 
ing  any  event  from  negotiation  but 
that  which  has  followed,  of  unavail¬ 
ing  humiliation.  The  original  trea¬ 
ty-  of  France  with  America  was  moft 
unjuftiy  infringed,  and  avowedly 
becaufe  the  latter  country  would 
not  inSift  on  our  granting  nominally 
to  her,  but  really  to  France,  excep¬ 
tions  and  immunities  derogated  from 
the  general  maritime  law  refpedting 
neutral  nations,  while  no  one  word 
of  conciliation  -was  ever  ufed  to¬ 
wards  us,  Our  ally  the  Emperor  was 
by  turns  menaced  and  car.effedi  to 
induce  him  to  liften  to  a  Separate 
peace.,:  And  in  the  very  outfet  of 
our  late  negotiation,  his  Majeftv  has 
declared  that  “  Modes  were  irifift- 
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ed  upon,  the  moft  inconsistent  with 
the  enemy’s  own  conduc'd  in  every 
other  instance.”  What  has  never 
yet  been  demanded  by  that  infolenfc 
government  from  any  other  great 
State  of  Europe,  was  exacted  from 
us,  that  we  Should  become  accessa¬ 
ries  in  violating  all  the  ancient 
ufages,  invented  and  received  to 
guard  the  independence  and  digni¬ 
ty  even  of  the  weakeft  powers. 
No  tolerably  fecure  and  honoura¬ 
ble  peace  could  have  come,  or  ever 
can  come,  from  a  negotiation  com¬ 
menced  and  continued  in  that  Spi¬ 
rit. 

5th!v.  Becaufe,  while  his  Majef- 
ty  perSiSted  in  a  difpofition  to  treat, 
and  when  he  aeain  offered  in  his 

O 

public  declaration  to  ratify  the 
terms  before  propofed  by  him,  the 
whole  ground  had  failed  on  which 
alone  his  MajeSty  had  been  induced, 
on  the  3th  of  December,  1793,  to 
declare,  for  the  frit  time,  a  defire 
of  meeting  any  difpofition  which 
the  enemy  might  manifeft  to  nego¬ 
tiate  a  general  peace  on  juft  and 
fuitable  terms.  That  ground,  as  it 
was  previously  explained  to  us  by 
his'  Majefty’s  fpeech  on  the  open¬ 
ing  of  that  feffion ;  and  as  all  his 
Majefty’s  minifters  constantly  ar¬ 
gued  in  debate,  was  the  eftablifh- 
ment  in  France  u  of  an  order  of 
things  compatible  with  the  tran¬ 
quillity-  of  other  countries,  and  af¬ 
fording  a  reasonable  expectation  of 
Security  and  permanence  in  any 
treaty  which  might  be  concluded.” 
Such  an  order  of  things  was  bene¬ 
volently  hoped  by  his  Majefty  to 
have  been  established  in  the  third 
new  constitution  made  in  the  fourth 
year  of  the  French  ■  Republic.  In 
the  interim  between  our  two  ne¬ 
gotiations  at  Paris  and  at  LiSle,  the 
ftrft  election,,  not  immediately  con- 
•  •  *  •  ••  ••  -  trouled 
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frouled  by  an  armed  force,  came  on 
Under  that  constitution.  The  true 
voice  ol  the  majority  of  France  was 
for  the  firft  time  heard,  and  heard 
againSt  the  adtual  government  of 
that  wretched  country.  The  ar¬ 
mies  were  called  in  to  Stifle  that 
voice.  .  d  he  principal  leaders  of  the 
two  legislative  councils  were  feized 
and  tranfported  without  any  form 
of  trial :  —  a-  new  and  unheard-of 
thing  even  in  the  hiftory  of  their 
injustice  :  —  nearly  two-thirds  of 
France  were  disfranchifed  ;  the 
preis  Silenced ;  the  clergy  again 
piofcribed,  arid  the  moft  arbitrary 
and  ferocious  meafures  threatened, 
as  well  as  Some  abfolutely  taken, 
againft  all  that  remains  of  the  no- 
bility,  gentry,  and  magistracy  of  the 
ancient  monarchy.  The  power 
•now  established  is  notoriously  the 
very  Same  in  character,  in  maxims, 
and  in  condndt,  as  well  as  for  the 
moSt  part  exercifed  or  Supported  by 
the  fame  men,  with  the  govern¬ 
ment  which  existed  at,  and  foon  af¬ 
ter,  the  commencement  of  the  war ; 
and  which  was  truly  defcribed  in 
his  MajeSty’s  declaration  of  the  29th 
°\  October,  1793,  as  a  “  State  of 
things  that  could  not  exift  in  France 
Without  involving  all  the  furronnd- 
mg  powers  in  one  common  danger, 
without  giving  them  the  right,  with¬ 
out  imposing  it  upon  them  as  a  du¬ 
ty,  to  Stop  the  progrefs  of  an  evil 
which  exilted  only  by  the  fuccef- 
five  violation  of  all  law  and  all 
property;  and  which  attacked  the 
fundamental  principles  by  which 
mankind  are  united  in  the  bonds 
bf  civil  fociety.”  It  was  againft 
that  government  u  that  his  Ma- 
jeity  then  called  upon  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  France  to  join  the  Standard 
of  an  hereditary  monarchy,  in  order 
to  unite  themSelves  once  more  lin¬ 
ger  the  empire  of  law,  of  morality, 
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and  religion.”  The  continuance 
of  the  fame  fort  of  government, 
changing  never  as  to  its  fundamen¬ 
tal  principles,  though  fluctuating 
perpetually  as  to  the  perfons  of  the 
ufurpers  who  occasionally  tyrannize 
over  the  enflaved  people,  has  con¬ 
firmed  me  more  than  ever  in  my 
full  affent  to  the  wifdom  of  his  Ma¬ 
jesty’s  declaration  then  made. 

bthly.  Becaufe,  though  the  mo  SI 
abfoiute  and  overruling  neceSIity 
could  hardly  palliate,  much  leis 
juftify,  the  Sacrifices  which  the  late 
negotiation  would  have  made  of 
our  dignity,  honour,  and  indepen-’ 
deuce,  together  with  our  acquisi¬ 
tions;  yet  we  have  the  fatisfadtioa 
of  knowing  how  and  when  his  Ma¬ 
jesty’s  ministers  advifed  him  in  his 
declaration  to  repeat  his  offers  of 
peace.  They  alfo  know  that  no¬ 
thing  in  any  degree  approaching  to 
Such  necelfity  exists.  The  relative 
Situation  of  this  kingdom  with  re¬ 
gard  to  France,  is  much  improved 
Since  laSt  year.  We  have  loft  no¬ 
thing  ; — we  have  gained  fomething* 
The  extension  of  the  enemy’s  do¬ 
minion,  under  the  name  of  protec¬ 
tion,  in  the  interior  of  Italy,  gives 
him  little  additional  means  of  im¬ 
mediately  annoying  us.  The  ma¬ 
rine  of  thofe  allies,  through  whom 
alone  he  hoped  to  a£t  againft  us,  has- 
been  crippled  by  our  glorious  vic¬ 
tories.  We  are  fecure  from  him, 
and  he  is  left  open  by  the  indifput- 
ed  fuperiority  of  our  navy,  to  our 
attack,  if  his  Majefty  Shall  be  ad¬ 
vifed  to  call  forth  the  fpirit  and 
energy  of  his  people,  and  to  carry 
fuccour  and  aSIiftance  to  the  majo¬ 
rity  of  that  nation  groaning  under 
the  tyranny  of  the  ufurpation,  and 
manifesting,  on  every  occasion,  fen- 
timents  of  difaffeftion  and  hoftility 
towards  the  establishment  deceit¬ 
fully  and  cruelly  impofed  on  them 

as 
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ss  a  mild  and  benefipent  conftitu- 
tion.  This  is  a  hate  of  things  not 
the.  refult  of  my  Speculation,  but 
derived  from  the  admiflion  of  the 
ufurpers  themfelves.  It  is  by  them 
"brought  forward  in  their  late  decla¬ 
rations  as  their  juftification,  and 
as  the  imperious  and  irrefiftible  mo¬ 
tive  for  violently  disfranchiting  fo 
large  a  majority  of  the  nation  of 
thofe  rights  and  privileges  upon 
which,  as  upon  an  unalterable  bads, 
the  pretended  liberties  of  their  Re¬ 
public  were  built  and  eftabliftied. 
The  pecuniary  dill  refs  and  efnbar- 
xaffinents  of  the  enemy  have  en- 
creafed,  fo  as  to  have  been  a  pre¬ 
tence  for  feme  of  the  late  violent 
proceedings  in  France;  while,  on 
the  contrary,  the  enquiries  of  our 
committees  have  long  fince  prepar¬ 
ed  the  Houle  to  anticipate  the 
pleating  affurances  of  his  Majefty, 
That  we  poflefs  means  and  re¬ 
sources  proportionate  to  the  objects 
which  were  at  flake ;  that  our  reve¬ 
nue  has  continued  highly  produc¬ 
tive,  our  national  induitry  has  been 
extended,  and  our  commerce  has 
furpafled  its  former  limits.” 

Wentworth  Fitzwilliam. 


George  R . 

Additional  Injlruffions  to  the  Commanders 
of  all  our  Shifts  oft  IPar  and  Privateers 
that  have ,  or  may  have ,  Letters  of 
Marque  againftl  France ,  Spain,  or  the 
Subjects  oft  the  United  Provinces,  inha - 
biting  within  any  of  their  Countries 
Ter  ritori.es ,  and  Dominions.  Given  at 

etir  Court  at  St.  James’s,  the  20th  day 
f  November,  1797,  in  the  38///  Year 
of  our  Re  ion. 

J  O 

HERE  AS  we  have  thought 
it  expedient  that  permif- 
Sion  thould  be  given  to  vetlels  be¬ 


longing  to  the  fu 'ejects  of  his  Ca« 
tholic  Majefty,  having  not  more 
than  one  deck,  to  trade  between 
the  free  ports  eftablifhed  in  the 
itland  of  Jamaica,  and  alfo  in  the 
Bahama  Iflands,  and  the  Spanifti 
colonies  in  America,  according  to 
the  regulations  of  the  feveral  ads 
for  eftabli tiling  free  ports  in  our 
Weft  India  iflands,  notwithstanding 
the  prelent  hostilities.  And  where¬ 
as  we  have  ~  thought  it  expedient* 
that,  notwithstanding  the  faid  hof- 
tilities,  permiffion  thould  likewife 
be  given  to  any  British  vetlels  na¬ 
vigated  according  to  the  laws  now 
in  force,  to  trade  between  the  faid 
free  ports  in  the  itland  of  Jamaica 
and  in  the  faid  Bahama  Iflands  and 
the  Spanifh  colonies  in  America, 
provided  fuch  Britifh  and  Spanifh 
vetlels  that  Shall  trade  between  the 
Said  free  ports  in  the  itland  of  Ja¬ 
maica  and  the  faid  Spanith  colonies, 
Shall  have  a  licence  from  the  Go¬ 
vernor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of 
our  itland  of  Jamaica;  and  that 
fuch  British  and  Spanifti  vetlels  that 
Shall  trade  between  the  free  ports 
in  the  Bahama  Iflands  and  the  faid 
Spanifti  colonies,  ftiall  have  a  li¬ 
cence  from  the  Governor  or  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  the  Bahama 
Iflands;  and  provided  fuch  Britifh 
and  Spanifh  vetlels  ftiall  import  into 
the  free  ports  of  Jamaica  and  the 
Bahama  Iflands  fuch  goods  only  as 
are  hereafter  enumerated,  viz.  wool, 
cotton-wool,  indigo,  cochineal, 
drugs  of  all  forts,  cocoa,  tobacco, 
logwood,  fuftic,  and  all  forts  of 
wood  for  dyers  ufe  ;  hides,  fkins, 
and  tallow;  beaver,  and  all  forts  of 
furs-  tortoife-fhejls,  hard  wood,  or 
mill- timber,  mahogany,  and  all  o- 
ther  woods  for  cabinet-ware ;  horfes, 
afles,  mules,  and  cattle,  being  the 
growth  and  production  of  any  of 

th« 
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the  colonies  or  plantations  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  belonging  to  the  crown  or 
Spain;  and  all  coin  or  bullion,  dia¬ 
monds  or  precious  Hones,  coining  ' 
from  thence;  and  provided  inch 
Britifh  and  Spanifh  vefTels  iliall  ex¬ 
port  from  fuch  free  ports  only  the 
faid  goods  and  commodities ;  and 
alfo  rum,  the  produce  of  any  Bri¬ 
tifh  ifland,  and  negroes,  which  ftiall 
have  been  legally  imported;  and 
alfo  all  goods,  wares,  merchandizes, 
and  manufaffu  es,  which  fha.ll  have 
been  legally  imported,  except  mails, 
yards,  or  bow-fprits,  pitca,  tar,  tur¬ 
pentine,  and  all  other  naval  or^rrii- 
litary  ftores,  and  tobacco.  X  he 

commanders  of  cur  (hips  of  war, 
and  of  flrips  comrniiiioned  with  let¬ 
ters  of  marque,  are  hereby  required 
and  enjoined  not  to  detain  or  mo- 
left  any  fuch  Spanifh  vefTels,  or  any 
Britifh  vefTels,  trading  between  the 
free  ports  in  the  faid  iilands  and 
the  Spanifh  colonies  in  America, 
provided  they  are  bona  fide  employed 
in  carrying  on  their  trade  conform¬ 
ably  to  the  refpeflive  regulations 
hereinabove  deferibed,  and  have  a 
licence  for  that  purpofe  from  the 
Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  laid  iflands  refpedtively ;  and 
in  cafe  fuch  fhip  fo  licenced  fnould 
be  captured  and  brought  into  any 
port,  through  mifapprehenfion  or 
breach  of  our  order,  our  courts  of 
Admiralty  and  Vice- Admiralty  are 
hereby  required  to  liberate  the 
-fame,  as  being  under  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  our  Special  Commiftion. 

By  his  Majefty’s  command, 
(Signed)  Portland. 


Jxttcr  from  the  King  ofi  Great  Britain , 
as  Elector  of  Hanover ,  to  his  Imperial 
Majefiy. 

HE  letter  of  the  7th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1796,  with  which 
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your  Imperial  Majefty  has  favoured 
me,  refpecling  the  pofTeiiion  of  the 
territory  of  the  imperial  city  of 
Nu  remberg,  of  the  dependencies  qa 
the  bifhopric  of  Eichftadt,  and  of 
the  immediate  command  in  Fran¬ 
conia,  I  hold  as  a  precious  mo  nu  -• 
me nt  of  the  fenfiments  or  juftice 
and  paternal  foiicitude  by  which 
your  Majefty  evinces  the  cordial 
concern  you  feel  for  the  prefer  va- 
tion  of  the  Germanic  conflftu  <on, 
and  for  the  punctual  obfervance 
of  the  Electoral  capitulation :  a 
conduct  which  cannot  fail  confiaer- 
ably  to  contribute  to  the  .  glory  of 
your  Imperial  Majefty’s  reign. 

I  received  that  letter  with  fenti- 
ments  of  veneration,  equal  to  the 
gratitude  that  was  excited  in  my 
bread:  by  the  kind  confidence  of 
‘which  your  Imperial  Majefty  has 
thereby  given  fo  finning  a  proof : 
and  I  accordingly  could  not  but  pay 
the  mod  fcrupulous  attention  to 
the  objefl  in  queftion,  and  ponder 
on  it  with  all  the  anxiety  which  the 
moil  vivid  intereft  could  infpire. 

Your  Majefty,  doubtlefs,  can  be 
no  ftranger  to  the  principles  I  pro- 
fefs  refpe fling  the  maintenance  of 
the  fyftem  of  the  Empire,  and  the 
regard  due  to  its  laws,  as  aifo  to 
the  uniform  difpofttion  which  will 
invariably  induce  me  to  do  every 
thino-  in  my  power  that  can  contri- 
bute&  to  that  end.  I  have  by  no 
means  neglefted  to  confider  the 
importance  and  extenftve  confe- 
quences  connefled  with  the  events 
in  queftion;  and  I  cannot  but  ap¬ 
plaud  the  profound  wifdom  of  the 
meafures  which  your  Majefty  has 
adopted.  Your  Majefty  has  ex- 
preifed  a  defire  to  be  acquainted 
with  my  fentiments  and  opinion  on 
this  fubjefl,  and  alfo  that  I  would 
employ  my  interpofition  with  the 
King  ofPruffia:  and  indeed  I  think 

that 


236  ANNUAL  REGISTE  R,  1797.' 


that  the  interpolation  fuggefted  by 
your  Majefty,  of  ail  the  Electors  of 
the  Empire,  with  his  Pruflian  Ma¬ 
jefty,  is,  in  the  exifting  circum- 
ftances,  highly  expedient;  as,  from 
the  entire  confidence  repofed  in  the 
fentiments  and  opinion  of  his  Pmf- 
£an  Majefty,  the  Electors  are  induc¬ 
ed  to  hope  that  he  will  not  inter¬ 
rupt  .the  courfe  of  juftice,  but  that 
he  will  exprefs  his  decided  prefe¬ 
rence  that  the  lawful  pofteftors 
fhould  be  protected  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  their  rights.  I  am  con- 
feious,  therefore,  that  I  cornply 
with  the  withes  of  your  Imperial 
Majefty,  by  fending  to  his  Pruflian 
Majefty  the  letter,  a  copy  of  which 
I  do  not  ferupie  to  annex  to  the 
prefent*  Nothing  fhail  ever  be 
more  agreeable  to  me  than  to  feize 
every  opportunity  of  proving  to 
your  Imperial  Majefty,  on  every 
occafion,  how  unfeignedly  I  confide 
in  him,  and  thu^  to  convince  him 
of  the  high  efteem  with  which  I  al¬ 
ways  am 

o' 

Your  Imperial  Majefty’s,  &c. 

(Signed)  George  R. 

Si.  J ames's,  Feb.  17,  1797. 


Letter  from  the  King  of  Great  Britain , 
c.  to  the  King  of  FruJJia. 

THE  perfect  confidence  I  re¬ 
pots  in  the  patriotic  fenti¬ 
ments  of  your  Majefty,  as  well  as 
the  friendfhip  which,  I  flatter  my- 
lelf,  your  Majefty  entertains  for 
me,  induce  me  without  any  hefita- 
tion  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty  has  wrilten  to  me,  as 
zn  Eleftor  of  the  Empire,  a  private 
and  circumftantiai  letter  re fp effing 
the  taking  poffeflion  of  the  impe¬ 
rial  city  of  Nuremberg,  of  the  de¬ 
pendences  of  Eichftadt,  and  of  the 
'  "  ■  2 


Equeftrian  order,  which  took  place 
laft  year  on  the  part  of  your  Ma¬ 
jefty,  on  account  of  your  principa¬ 
lities  of  Brandenbourg,  in  Franco¬ 
nia.  Elis  Imperial  Majefty  has  ex- 
preffed  a  defire  that  I  would  commu¬ 
nicate  to  him  my  fentiments  on  this 
fubjeEpandalfo  that  I  would  employ 
my  mterpofition  with  your  Majefty. 

Whereas  his  Imperial  Majefty,  in 
the  differences  that  have  arifen  on 
this  occafton,  is  only  deftrous  to 
fulfil  the  duty  preferibed  to  him  by 
the  capitulation  of  the  Empire,  in 
a  manner  that  muft  highly  redound 
to  his  honour,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  manifeft  the  high  confderation 
which  he  entertains  for  vour  Ma- 

.  j 

jeftv,  I  accordingly  held  it  my  duty, 
in  my  capacity  of  Eleftor,  and  in 
compliance  with  my  obligations, 
not  to  refufe  the  requeft  of  his  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty.  I  am,  however,  far 
from  being  aifpofed  to  ererit  my- 
felf  into  a  judge  of  the  juftice  of 
your  Majefty’s  pretenfions,  or 
even  to  enter  into  a  difeuflion  of 
the  principles  on  which  they  are 
grounded.  I  feel  it  fufficient  to 
rely  on  your  Majefty’s  wifdom  and 
abilities,  which  fo  fully  enable  your 
Majefty  to  judge  of  every  thing 
that  belongs  to  the  fyftem  and  con- 
ftitution  of  the  Germanic  Empire, 
in  the  prefervation  of  which  your 
Majefty  has  principally  taken  on 
you  to  be  vigilant;  and  for  this  I 
depend  on  the  noble  and  generous 
fentiments  by  which  your  Majefty, 
of  your  own  accord,  feemed  to 
have  regulated  your  conduct  in  the 
inftrueftions  publifhed  the  17  th  of 
March,  1792,  with  regard  to  the 
regencies  of  Anfpach  and  Baircuth, 
efpecially  refpedting  the  preten¬ 
fions  and  difference  which  might 
arife  in  thofe  principalities.  Thefe 
fentiments  and  this  conduct  of  your 

Majefty, 
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Majefty,  leave  me  no  doubt  but  that 
it  is  your  Majefty ’s  intention  to 
fupport,  on  conft.itutionai  grounds 
only,  your  claims  of  your  neigh¬ 
bours  in  Franconia;  and  confe- 
quently  that  you  will  leave  thofe 
lefs  powerful  co-eftates  and  pro¬ 
prietories  of  the  Empire  in  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  what  the  laws  fecure  to 
them,  and  of  what  your  Majefty 
grants  to  your  own  fubjedts  againft 
yourfelf,  to  wit,  their  maintenance 
and  re-eftablifhment  in  a  juft  and 
jncontefrible  pofiellion. 

While  I  mold  willingly,  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  manifeft  the  mod 
perfect  confidence  in  your  Majefty, 
1  at  the  fame  time  take  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  renewing  to  your  Maj  ci¬ 
ty  the  afturances  of  the  high  efteem 
with  which  I  am,  See. 

(Signed)  George  R. 

St.  James’s ,  Feb.  17,  1797. 


f  LAN  SENT  TO  ALL  THE  PARISHES 
OF  GREAT  BRITAIN,  MAY,  1797. 

Plan  of  a  General  Affectation  of  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  the  Parifh  of 
to  ferve  without  Pay,  for  the  Protec¬ 
tion  thereof,  in  cafe  of  any  Emergency , 
at  the  Requiftion  of  the  Civil  Power , 
to  be  fubmitted  to  the  Conjideratim  of  a 
Vefry  to  be  called  for  that  Purjiofe . 

1ft.  A  GENERAL  aflociation 
{hall  be  formed,  which 
aftbciatioii  flu  all  be  compofed  of 
houfeholders,  and  fuch  other  in¬ 
mates  as  fhall  be  recommended  by 
two  houfeholders  at  the  leaft,  being 
themfelves  members  of  the  aflb- 
eiation,  and  approved,  if  judged 
neceffaiy,  by  a  committee  of  the 
affoeiation  to  be  chofen  at  a  gene¬ 
ral  meeting. 

2d.  That  the  members  of  the  af- 
leeiation  ftiaU  put  down  their  names 


and  places  of  abode  m  a  door,  to  oe 
provided  and  kept  in  the  veftry  for 
that  purpofe. 

3d.  The  parifh  to  be  divided  in¬ 
to  diftrhfts;  the  inhabitants  of  each 
diftridt  who  enroll  themfelves,  to  be 
divided  into  claftes  of  fifty  each,  to 
be  commanded  by  an  inhabitant  of 
that  diftridt,  who  fhall  be  confidered 
as  captain  of  the  ciafs,  and  add  as 
fuch,  under  a  commiftion  from  his 
Majefty.  This  officer  to  be  recom¬ 
mended  by  a  committee  of  the  aftb- 
ciation  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
Each  ciafs  fhall  carry  a  flag  to  dif- 
tinguifti  it,  and  the  perfon  who  is  to 
carry  it  fhall  be  nominated  by  fh« 
captain  of  each  ciafs. 

4th.  The  majority,  of  any  ciafs 
fhall  be  empowered  to  rejedf  from 
that  ciafs  afiy  individual,  whether 
houfeholder  or  inmate,  who  fhall 
appear  to  them  to  be  an  unfit  mem¬ 
ber  thereof. 

5th.  In  cafe  of  alarm,  and  at  the 
requifttion  of  the  civil  power,  t\w 
ciafs  to  be  aflembled  at  a  rendez¬ 
vous,  which  ftiall  be  previoufly  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  captain. 

6th.  Piace  of  general  rendezvous 
for  all  the  claifes  fhall  be  appointed  ' 
by  the  committee  of  aflociation. 

7  th.  All  perions  enrolling  them¬ 
felves,  to  furnifh  their  own  arms ; 
which  arms  ftiall  be  either  firelocks 
and  bayonets,  pikes,  or  any  other 
arms  which  ftiall  be  approved  of  by 
the  committee. 

8th.  A  lift  of  the  members  in 
each  ciafs  to  be  made,  and  a  copy 
lodged  with  each  member  in  that 
ciafs,  together  with  a  copy  of  fuch 
inftrudlions,  figned  by  the  captain 
of  the  ciafs,  as  may  be  found  necef- 
farv  for  their  more  fneedilv  collect- 
ing  together,  in  cafe  of  alarm,  and 
for  regulating  the  proper  quantity 
of  ammunition  which  each  member 

furnifhed 
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furnifhed  with  a  firelock  fliall  coiu- 
jftantly  be  provided  with. 

9th.  No  member  of  the  afiocia- 
tion  to  be  required  to  meet  to  exer- 
cife ;  but  each  clafs  may  be  mufter- 
ed  with  their  arms  by  its  captain,  at 
fuch  convenient  and  fiated  times  as 
fhall  be  agreed  upon ;  thofe  who 
furnifh  themfelvcs  with  firelocks 
will,  at  their  requeft,  be  allowed  a 
ferjeant  or  corporal  by  government, 
to  teach  them  the  ufe  of  fire-arms, 
in  order  that  they  may  more  con¬ 
veniently  aft  together,  either  in  fe- 
parate  ciafles,  or  jointly  with  others 
in  the  lame  clafs,  as  fhall  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  members  of  the  afio- 
ciation  * . 

10th.  A  hat  and  feather,  or  fome 
other  mark  of  diftindtion,  to  be 
adopted;  or  thofe  provided  with 
firelocks,  if  formed  into  clatfes  by 
themfelves,  to  have  an  uniform  if 
they  chufe  itf . 

1 1th.  Not  to  go  out  of  the  parifh, 
except  of  their  own  accord. 

12th.  No  pcrlon  who  is  engaged 
in  any  military  corps,  or  other  af- 
fociation,  to  be  appointed  as  cap¬ 
tain;  but  luch  perfons  may  enroll 
themfelves,  and  only  engage  to 
join  this  alfociation  when  not  called 
away  by  other  duties. 

N.  B.  The  above  plan  is  only 
fuggefted  as  a  general  outline,  which 
may  be  varied  and  modified  in  fuch 
manner  as  may  befit  fuit  the  local 
fituations  and  convenience  of  the 
inhabitants  of  fuch  parifhes  as  fliall 
think  proper  to  affociate  for  the 
mutual  fecurity  and  protection  of 


themfelves  and  their  property,  up*' 
on  the  principle  here  laid  down. 

As  fome  fmail  expences  muff  ne- 
ceflarily  be  incurred  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  flags  for  the  different  daffies, 
paying  for  the  damps  of  the  commif- 
fions  (his  Majefty  being  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  grant  them  free  of  every 
other  expence)  and  fome  other 
trifling  incidental  charges,  a  fub- 
feription  to  be  opened,  where  eve¬ 
ry  houfeb older  who  approves  of 
this  plan,  and  will  give  it  his  fup- 
port,  may  fubfcri.be  any  fmail  fum 
that  he  pleafes,  not  exceeding  the 
amount  of  fhillings,  to  de- 

fray  the  fame. 

Such  female  houfeholders  as  are 
willing  to  fignify  their  approbation 
of  this  plan,  and  give  their  fupport 
to  it,  to  be  requefled  to  authorife 
fome  houfeholderin  the  parifh,  who 
is  himfelf  a  member  of  the  affocia- 
tion,  to  fign  their  names,  and  to  at- 
tefl  that  it  is  by  their  authority ; 
and  in  that  cafe  fuch  female  houfe-» 
holder  may,  in  concurrence  with 
another  houfeholder,  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  affociation,  recommend 
any  houfeholders  or  inmates,  being 
proper  perfons,  to  join  in  the  aflb- 
ciation;  and  the  perfon  fo  recom¬ 
mended  fhall  be  inrolled  in  like 
manner  as  the  other  members  of 
the  affociation. 


Takers  relating  to  the  Mutiny. 

Petitions  of  the  Seamen. 

To  the  Right  Honour  able  and  the  Honour * 


*  This  will  be  determined  in  each  parifh,  upon  a  confederation  of  what  may 
beft  fuit  the  mutual  convenience  of  the  leveral  members,  according  to  their 
relative  fituations  in  point  of  neighbourhood,  and  to  the  arms  which  they  mean  to 
furnifh  themfelves  with. 

f  This  will  be  governed  by-, the  agreement  which  the  affociation  fliall  come  to 
upon  the  9th  artic.e. 
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able  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgcjjes 
in  Parliament  ajfcmhled. 

Phe  humble  Petition  of  the  Seamen  and 
Marines  on  board  his  MajeJly’ s  Shifts, 
in  behalf  of  them/ elves, 

Humbly  flieweth, 

HAT  your  petitioners,  relying 
on  the  candour  and  juftice  of 
vour  Honourable  Houfe,  make 
bold  to  lay  .their  grievances  before 
you,  hoping  that,  when  you  refledt 
on  them,  you  will  pleafe  to  give 
redrefs,  as  far  as  vour  wifdom  thall 
deem  necefTary. 

We  beg  leave  to  remind  your 
auguft  atfembly,  that,  the  a6t  of  par¬ 
liament  patted  in  the  reign  of  King 
Charles  II.  wherein  the  wages  of 
all  teamen  ferving  on  board  his 
Majefty’s  fleet  was  fettled,  patted  at 
a  time  when  the  neceflaries  of  life, 
and  flops  of  every  denomination, 
were  at  lead  thirty  per  Gent,  cheap¬ 
er  than  at  the  prefent  time ;  which 
enabled  feamen  and  marines  to  pro¬ 
vide  better  for  their  families  than 
we  can  do  now  with  one  half  ad¬ 
vance. 

We  therefore  requefl  your  ho¬ 
nourable  houfe  will  be  fo  kind  as  to 
revife  the  a before  mentioned, 
and  make  fuch  amendments  therein 
as  will  enable  your  Petitioners,  and 
their  families  to  live  in  the  fame 
comfortable  manner  as  feamen  and 
marines  did  at  that  time. 

Your  Petitioners,  with  all  humi¬ 
lity  laid  their  grievances  before  the 
Honourable  Earl  Howe,  and  flat¬ 
tered  ourfelves  with  the  hopes  that 
his  Lordfhip  would  have  been  an 
advocate  for  us,  as  we  have  been 
repeatedly  under  his  command,  and 
made  the  Britifli  flag  ride  triumph¬ 
antly  over  that  of  our  enemies'. 
But,*  to  our  great  furprife,  we  find 


ourfelves  unprotected  by  him,  who 
has  feen  fo  many  inftances  of  our 
intrepidity,  in  carrying  the  Britifli 
Flag;  into  every  part  of  the  feas  with, 
victory  and  fuccefs. 

We  profefs  ourfelves  as  loyal  to 
our  Sovereign,  and  zealous  in  the 
defence  of  our  country,  as  the  army 
or  militia  can  be,  and  efteem  our¬ 
felves  equally  entitled  to  his  Ma- 
je fly’s  munificence;  therefore  witti 
jealoufy  we  behold  their  pay  aug¬ 
mented,  and  their  out-penfions  of 
Chelfea  college  mcreafed  to  thir¬ 
teen  pounds  per  annum,  while  we 
remain  negleCted,  and  the  out-pen- 
fioners  of  Greenwich  have  only  fe- 
ven  pounds  per  annum. 

We,  your  petitioners,  therefore, 
humbly  implore  that  you  will  take 
thefe  matters  into  conlideration, 
and,  with  your  accuftomed  goodnels 
and  liberality,  comply  with  the 
prayer  of  this  Petition— arid  your 
petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will 
ever  pfav,  3c  c. 

W e,  the  Delegates  of  the  Fleet, 
hereunto  lign  our  names  for 
the  fhips  companies : 

Royal  George — Valentine  Joyce,  John 
Morris. 

Queen  Charlotte  —  Patrick  Glynn, 
John  Udlefoh. 

Royal  Sovereign — -j  ofeph  Green,  John 
Richardfon. 

London— Alexander  Harding,  Wil¬ 
liam  Ruiy. 

Glory — Patrick  Dugan,  J ohn  BethelL 
Duke  —  Michael  Adams,  William 
Anderfon. 

Mars — Thomas  Allen,  James  Blithe. 
Marlborough— John  Vaflia,  William 
Senator.  t 

Rami  lies — Charles  Berry,  George 
Clear. 

Robuf — David  Wilfon,  John  Scri¬ 
vener. 

JR  Imfietueux—* 
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VJmpetueux — John  Witna,  William 
Porter. 

Defence— George  Galaway,  James 
Barrenck. 

Terrible  — ■  Mark  Turner,  George 
Salked. 

La  Fomfiee — William  Potts,  James 
Melvin. 

Minotaur — Den nis  Lawley,  George 
Crofland. 

Defiance  —  John  Saunders,  John 
Hufband. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Corn - 
miff  oners  of  the  Admiralty . 

My  Lords, 

WE,  the  feamen  of  his  Majefly’s 
navy,  take  the  liberty  of  addreliing 
your  Lordfhips  in  an  humble  peti¬ 
tion,  the  wing  the  many  hardfhips 
and  opprefliqns  we  have  laboured 
under  for  many  years,  and  which 
we  hope  your  Lordfhips  will  redrefs 
as  foon  as  poflable.  We  flatter 
ourfelves  that  your  Lordfhips,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  nation  in  general, 
will  acknowledge  our  worth  and 
good  fervices,  both  in  the  American 
war  as  well  as  the  prefent ;  for 
■which  good  fervice  your  Lordfliips 
petitioners  do  unanimonfty  agree 
in  opinion,  that  their  yforth  to  the 
nation,  and  laborious  induflry  in 
defence  of  their  country,  delerve 
fome  better  encouragement  than 
that  we  meet  with  at  prefent,  or 
from  any  we  have  experienced. 
We,  your  petitioners,  do  not  boafl 
cf  our  good  fervices  for  any  other 
purpofe  than  that  of  putting  you 
and  the  nation  in  mind  of  the  re- 
fpedt  due  to  us,  nor  do  we  ever  in¬ 
tend  to  deviate  from  our  former 
character ;  fo  far  from  any  thing  of 
that  kind,  or  that  an  Englifhman  or 
men  fliould  turn  their  coats,  we 
Ijjiewife  agree  in  opinion*  that  we 
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fhould  fuffer  double  the  hardfhips 
we  have  hitherto  experienced  be¬ 
fore  we  would  fuffer  the  crown  of 
England  to  be  in  the  leaf!  impofed 
upon  by  that  of  any  other  power  in 
the  world;  we  therefore  beg  leave 
to  inform  your  Lordfliips  of  the 
grievances  which  we  at  prefent  la* 
hour  under. 

We,  your  humble  petitioners, 
relying  that  your  Lordfliips  will 
take  into  early  consideration  the 
grievances  of  which  we  complain, 
and  do  not  in  the  leaf!  doubt  but 
your  Lordfliips  will  comply  with 
our  defires,  which  are  every  way 
reafonable. 

The  firfl  grievance  we  have  to 
complain  of  is,  that  our  wages  are 
too  low,  and  ought  to  be  raifed, 
that  we  might  be  the  better  able  to 
fupport  our  wives  and  families  in  a 
manner  comfortable,  and  whom  we 
are  in  duty  bound  to  fupport  as  far 
as  our  wages  will  allow,  which,  we 
trull,  will  be  looked  into  by  your 
Lordfhips,  and  the  Honourable 
Houfe  of  Commons  in  Parliament 
affembled. 

We,  your  petitioners,  beg  that 
your  Lordfliips  will  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  grievances  of  which 
we  complain,  and  now  lay  before 
you. 

Firfl,  That  our  provifions  be 
raifed  to  the  weight  of  fixteen 
ounces  to  the  pound,  and  of  a  bet¬ 
ter  quality ;  and  that  our  meafures 
may  be  the  fame  as  thofe  ufed  in 
the  commercial  trade  of  this 
country. 

Secondly,  That  your  petitioners 
requeft  your  Honours  will  be  pleaf- 
ed  to  obferve,  there  fhould  be  no 
flour  ferved  while  we  are  in  har¬ 
bour,  in  any  port  whatever,  under 
the  command  of  the  Britifh  flag; 
alfo,  that  there  might  be  grant- 
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ed  a  fufficient  quantity  of  vegetables 
of  fuch  kind  as  may  be  the  moft 
plentiful  in  the  ports  to  which  we 
go;  which  we  grievoufly  complain 
and  lay  under  the  want  of. 

Thirdly,  That  your  Lordfliips 
will  be  pleafed  ferioufly  to  look 
into  the  Ifate  of  the  tick  onboard 
his  Majefty ’s  fhips,  that  they  may 
be  -better  attended  to,  and  that 
they  may  have  the  ufe  of  fuch  ne- 
ceffaries  as  are  allowed  for  them  in 
time  of  ficknefs ;  and  that  thefe 
neceflaries  be  not  on  any  account 
embezzled.  , 

Fourthly,  That  your  Lordfliips 
will  be  fa  kind  as  to  look  into  this 
affair,  which  is  nowife  unreafon- 
able ;  and  that  we  may  be  looked 
upon  as  a  numbePof  men  {landing 
in  defence  of  our  country  ;  and  that 
wre  may  in  fo  mb  wife  have  grant  and 
opportunity  to  tafte  the  Tweets  of 
liberty  on  fliore,  when  in  any  har¬ 
bour,  and  when  we  have  completed 
the  duty  of  our  fhip,  after  our  re¬ 
turn  from  lea:  and  that  no  man 
may  eiicroach  upon  his  liberty,  thei  e 
fhall  be  a  boundary  limited,  and 
thole  trefpafling  any  further,  with¬ 
out  a  written  order  from  the  com¬ 
manding  officer,  fhall  be  punifhed 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  navv  : 

O  J  7 

which  is  a  natural  requeft,  and  con¬ 
genial  to  the  heart  of  man,  and  cer¬ 
tainly  to  us,  that  you  make  the 
boafl  of  being,  the  guardians  of  the 
land. 

Fifthly,  That  if  any  man  is 
wounded  in  adlion,  his  pay  be  con¬ 
tinued  until  he  is  cured  and  dif- 
charged ;  and  if  any  fhip  has  any 
real  grievances  to  complain  of,  we 
hope  your  Lordfliips  will  readily 
redrefs  them,  as  far  as  in  your  pow¬ 
er,  to  prevent  any  difturbances. 

It  is  alfo  unanimouflv  agreed  by 
Vol.  XXXIX. 


the  fleet,  that,  from  this  day,  no 
grievances  fhall  be  received,  in 
order  to  convince  the  nation  at 
large,  that  we  know  when  to  ceafe 
to  afk,  as  well  as  to  begin,  and  that 
we  afk  nothing  but  what  is  mode¬ 
rate,  and  may  be  granted  without 
detriment  to  the  nation,  or  injury 
to  the  fer vice. 

Given  on  board  the  Queen 
Charlotte,  by  the  Delegates 
of  the  Fleet,  the  18th  day  of 
April,  1797. 

[The  Signatures  to _  this  Petition  are 
cxahlly  the  fame  as  thofe  affixed  to  the 
preceding  one.] 


Anfwer  of  the  Com  miff  oner '  for  execut¬ 
ing  the  Office  cf  Lot  d  High  Admiral 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland",  Gf  c.  to 
the  above  Petitions. 


HAVING  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  the  Petitions  tranfmiU-ed  by 
your  Lordfhip,  from  the  crews  of 
his  Majeilv’s  (hips  under  your  com¬ 
mand  ;  and  having  the  flrongeft  de¬ 
li:  e  to  attend  to  all  the  complaints 
of  the  feamen  of  his  Majefty’s  na¬ 
vy,  and  to  grant  them  every  juft 
and  reafonable  redrefs ;  and  haying 
confidered  the  difference  of  the 
price  of  the  neceflaries  of  life  at 
this  and  at  that  period  when  the 
pay  of  feamen  was  eftablifhed,  we 
do  hereby  require  and  direbt  your 
Lordfhip  to  take  the  fpeediefl  me¬ 
thod  of  communicating  to  the  fleet, 
That  we  have  refolved  to  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  his  Majefty,  to  propofe 
to  Parliament  to  increafe  the  wages 
of  feamen  in  his  Majefty’ s  navy  in. 
the  following  proportions,  viz. 
f  To  add  Four  Shillings  per  month  to  the 
wages  of  Petty  Officers  and  Able  Seamen  : 

'Three  Shillings  per  month  to  the  wages 
of  Ordinary  Seamen ;  and 
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Two  Shillings  her  month,  to  the  wages 

O  L  O 

0/  Landmen. 

That  we  hare  refolved,  that 
teamen  wounded  in  addon  fhall  be 
continued  in  pay  until  their  wounds 
are  healed,  or  until,  being  declared 
tmferviceable,  they  fhall  receive  a 
penfion,  or  be  received  into  the 
Royal  Hofpitai  at  Greenwich;  and 
that  having  a  perfect  confidence  in 
the  zeal,  loyalty,  and  courage  of  all 
the  feamen  in  the  fleet,  fo  generally 
eyprefled  in  their  petition,  and  in 
their  earneft  defire  of  ferving  their 
country  with  that  fpirit  which  al¬ 
ways  fo  eminently  diflinguifhed 
Bri  tifn  feamen,  we  have  come  to 
this  refolution  the  more  readily,  that 
the  feamen  may  have,  as  early  as 
poflible,  an  opportunity  of  the  wing 
thejr  good  difpofitions,  by  return¬ 
ing  to  their  duty,  as  it  may  be  ne- 
ceffary  that  the  fleet  fliould  fpeed- 
ily  put  to  fea,  to  meet  the  enemy 
of  the  country. 

Given  under  our  hands,  at  Ports¬ 
mouth,  ISth  April,  1797. 

Spencer, 

Arden, 

W.  Young. 

To  the  Right  Honourable 

Lord  Bridjiort. 

The  Seamens  Reply. 

WE  received  your  Lordfhip5 
anfwer  to  our  petition;  and  in  or¬ 
der  to  convince  your  Lordfhips, 
and  the  nation  in  general,  of  our 
moderation,  beg  leave  to  offer  the 
following  remarks  to  your  confi- 
deration,  viz.  —  That  there  never 
has  exifted  but  two  orders  of  men 
in  the  navy,  able  and  ordinary, 
therefore  the  diftinftion  between 
ordinary  and  landmen  is  totally 
new;  we  therefore  humbly  propofe 
to  your  Lordfhips,  that  the  old  re¬ 


gulations  be  adhered  to  :  that  the 
wages  of  able  feamen  be  railed  to, 
one  fhilling  per  day,  and  that  of 
petty  officers,  and  the  ordinary,  in 
the  ufual  proportion :  And  as  a  fur¬ 
ther  proof  of  our  moderation,  and 
that  we  are  actuated  by  a  true  lpirit 
of  benevolence  towards  our  bre¬ 
thren,  the  marines,  who  are  not 
noticed  in  your  Lordfhips  anfwer, 
we  humbly  propofe  that  their  pay 
be  augmented,  while  ferving  on 
board,  in  the  fame  proportion  as 
ordinary  feamen.  This  we  hope 
and  trull  will  be  a  convincing  proof 
to  your  Lordfhips  that  we  are  not 
actuated  by  a  fpirit  of  contradiction, 
but  that  we  earneftly  with  to  put 
a  fpeedy  end  to  the  prefent  affair. 
We  beg  leave  to  Rate  to  your  Lord¬ 
fhips,  the  penfions  from  Green¬ 
wich  College,  which  we  earneftly 
with  to  be  raifed  to  ten  pounds 
per  annum ;  and,  in  order  to  main¬ 
tain  which,  we  humbly  propofe  to 
your  Lordfhips,  that  every  teaman 
employed  in  the  merchant  fervice, 
inflead  of  fixpehce  per  month, 
which  he  now  pays,  fhall  hereafter 
pay  one  fhilling  per  month,  which, 
we  trull,  will  raife  a  fund  fully  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  purpofe ;  and  as  this  in 
time  of  peace  muft  be  paid  by  your 
petitioners,  we  trull  it  will  give  a 
convincing  proof  of  our  difintereft- 

ednefs  and  moderation:  - We 

would  alfo  recommend  that  this  re¬ 
gulation  be  extended  to  the  feamen 
in  the  fervice  of  the  Eafl  India 
Company,  as  we  know  by  experi¬ 
ence  that  there  are  few  Jailors  em¬ 
ployed  by  them  but  who  have  been 
in  the  Royal  Navy  ;  and  we  have 
feen  them  with  our  own  eyes,  after 
ficknefs,  or  other  accident  has  dif- 
abled  them,  without  any  hope  of 
relief  or  fupport,  but  from  their 
former  fdrvices  in  the  navy. — As  to 
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irovifions  :  That  they  be  augment¬ 
ed  to  fixteen  ounces  to  the  pound  of 
bread  and  meat;  cheefe,  butter,  and 
liquor  in  proportion,  of  a  better  qua¬ 
lity,  and  a  fufficient  quantity  of  vege¬ 
tables;  and  that  no  flour  be  ferved 
1  with  frefli  beef.  And  we  further 
beer  leave  to  inform  your  Lord- 
fnips,  that  it  isunanimoufly  agreed, 
that  until  the  grievances  before 
ftated  are  redreljed,  and  an  aCt  of 
.indemnity  paiied,  we  are  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  lift  an  anchor:  And 
3 the  grievances  of  particular  fliips 
1  mull  be  redrelTed. 

Given  under  our  hands,  the  De¬ 
legates  of  the  Fleet,  on  board 
the  Queen  Charlotte,  at  Spit- 
head,  April  19,  1797. 

By  the  Commjf oners  for  executing  the 
Qffce  of  Lord  Nigh  Admiral  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland ,  c. 

HAVING  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  a  paper  containing  feveral  re- 
prefentations  from  the  feamen  of 
his  Majefty’s  fhips  at  Spithead,  re- 
fpeCting  an  advance  of  their  wages, 
and  being  defirous  of  granting  them 
every  requeft  that  can  with  any 
degree  of  reafon  be  complied  with, 
we  have  refolved  to  recommend  it 
to  his  Majefty,  that  an  addition  of 
five  fhillings  and  fixpence  per  month 
be  made  to  the  wages  of  petty  of¬ 
ficers  and  feamen  belonging  to  his 
Majefty’s  navy,  which  will  make 
the  wages  of  able  feamen  one  {hil¬ 
ling  per  day,  clear  of  all  deductions ; 
an  addition  of  four  fliillings  and  fix- 
pence  per  month  to  the  wages  of 
every  ordinary  feaman;  and  an  ad¬ 
dition  of  three  fhillings  and  fixpence 
to  the  wages  of  the  landmen ;  and 
that  none  of  the  allowance  made  to 
the  marines  when  on  fhore  ftiall  be 
flopped,  on  their  being  embarked 


on  board  any  of  his  Majefty’s  fliips 
We  have  alfo  refolved,  that  all  fea¬ 
men,  marines,  and  others,  ferving 
in  his  Majefty’s  fliips,  {hall  have  the 
full  allowance  of  provifions,  with- 
out  any  deduction  for  leakage  or 
wafte ;  and  that  until  proper  fteps 
can  be  taken  for  carrying  this  into 
effeCt,  fhort- allowance  money  fball 
be  paid  to  the  men,  in  lieu  of  the 
deduction  heretofore  made  ;  and 
that  all  men  wounded  in  aCtion  fhall 
receive  their  full  pay  until  their 
wounds  fhall  be  healed,  or  until, 
being  declared  incurable,  they  fhall 
receive  a  penfion  from  the  Cheft  at 
Chatham,  or  fhall  be  admitted  into 
the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Greenwich, 
And  your  Lordfhip  is  hereby  re¬ 
quired  and  direCted  to  communi¬ 
cate  this  our  determination  to  th© 
Captain  of  each  of  his  Majefty’s 
fliips  under  your  orders,  directing 
him  to  make  it  known  to  the  fhip’s 
company  under  his  command,  and 
to  inform  them,  that  fhould  they  b© 
infenfible  to  the  very  liberal  offers 
now  made  to  them,  and  perfift  in 
their  prefent  difobedience,  they 
muft  no  longer  expeCt  to  enjoy 
thofe  benefits  to  which  by  their  for¬ 
mer  good  conduCt  they  were  en¬ 
titled  :  that  in  fuch  cafe,  all  the  men 
now  on  board  the  fleet  at  Spithead 
fhall  be  incapable  of  receiving  any 
fmart-money  or  penfion  from  the 
Cheft  of  Chatham,  or  of  being  ad¬ 
mitted  at  any  time  into  the  Royal 
Hofpital  at  Greenwich  ;  and  that 
they  muft  be  anf  vocable  for  the 
dreadful  confequences  which  will 
neceffarily  attend  their  continuing 
to  tranfgrefs  the  rules  of  the  fer- 
vice,  in  open  violation  of  the  laws 
of  their  country.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  is  to  inform  them,  that  we 
promife  the  moft  perfeCt  forgive - 
nefs  of  all  that  has  paffed  on  this 
Q  2  ©cca* 
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©ecafion  to  every  Ship’s  company 
who,  within  one  hour  after  the 
communication  to  them  of  the  above 
mentioned  resolutions,  Shall  return 
to  their  duty  in  every  particular, 
and  fhall  ceafe  to  hold  further  inter¬ 
course  with  anv  men  who  continue 

J 

in  a  State  of  difobedience  and  mu¬ 
tiny. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Ports¬ 
mouth,  the  20th  of  April, 
1797. 

(Signed)  Spencer, 

Arden, 

W.  Young. 

To  the  Right  Ho n.  Lora  BriJport. 

Answer  of  the  Seamen. 

To  the  'Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Com- 
mij/ioners  of  the  Admiralty . 

WE  the  Seamen  and  marines  in 
and  belonging  to  his  Maje Sty’s  fleet 
now  lying  at  Spithead,  having  re¬ 
ceived  with  the  utmoft  Satisfaction, 
and  with  hearts  full  of  gratitude, 
the  bountiful  augmentation  of  pay 
and  provisions  which  your  Lord- 
fhips  have  been  pleafed  lo  fignify 
(hall  take  place  in  future  in  his  Ma¬ 
jesty’s  royal  navy,  by  your  order, 
which  has  been  read  to  us  this 
morning,  by  the  command  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Lord  Bridport ; 

Your  Lordfnips  having  thus  ge- 
neroufly  taken  the  prayer  of  our 
Several  petitions  into  your  Serious 
confideration,  you  have  given  Satis¬ 
faction  to  every  loval  and  well-dif- 

j  j 

poSed  Seaman  and  marine  belong¬ 
ing  to  his  Majeftv’s  Sects  :  and, 
from  the  atfu ranee  which  your 
Lordfhips  have  given  us  refpedting 
Such  other  grievances  as  we  thought 

o 

right  to  lay  before  you,  we  are  tho¬ 
roughly  convinced,  Should  any  real 
grievance  or  other  caufe  of  com¬ 
plaint  arile  in  future,  and  the  fame 

*  1  •  .. 


be  laid  before  your  Lordfhips  in  a 
regular  manner,  we  are  perfectly  Sa¬ 
tisfied  that  your  Lordfhips  will  pay 
every  attention  to  a  number  of 
brave  men  who  ever  have,  and 
ever  will  be,  true  and  faithful  to 
their  King  and  country. 

But  we  beg  leave  to  remind  your 
Lordfhips,  that  it  is  a  firm  resolu¬ 
tion  that,  until  the  flour  in  port  be 
removed,  the  vegetables  and  pen¬ 
sions  augmented,  the  grievances  of 
private  Ships  redrefled,  an  aft  pall¬ 
ed,  and  his  Maj ©Sty’s  gracious  par¬ 
don  for  the  fleet  now  lying  at  Spit- 
head  be  granted,  that  the  fleet  will 
not  lift  an  anchor:  and  this  is  the 
totaland  final  anfwer. 

April  22 d,  1797. 

A  Proclamation  for  pardoning fuch  Sea¬ 
men  and  Marines  of  the  Squadron  of  his 
Afaiefy’s  Meet  fationed  ai  Spithead , 
as  hare  been  guilty  of  an  Ail  of  Mu¬ 
tiny  or  Djobedience  of  Orders ,  or  any 
Preach  or  Ncgle.dl  of  Duty ;  and  re  ho 
Jhalf  upon  Notification  of  fuck  Procla¬ 
mation  on  board  their  refpedlive  Ships , 
return  to  the  regular  and  ordinary  Dif- 
charge  of  their  Duty. 

George  R. 

UPON  report  of  the  Lords. 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  of? 
the  proceedings  of  the  Seamen  and 
Marines  of  the  Squadron  of  our 
fleet  Stationed  at  Spithead,  and  of 
the  meafures  taken  by  the  Said 
Lords  Commissioners  in  confe- 
quence  thereof;  and,  in  order  to 
manifeft  our  defire  to  give  due  en¬ 
couragement  to  all  thofe  who  fhall 
return  to  the  regular  and  ordinary 
diScharge  of  their  dutv,  according* 
to  the  rules  and  practice  of  the  na- 
vv;  we  have  thought  fit,  by  the  ad- 
vice  of  our  privy  council,  to  ifl'ue 
this  our  royal  proclamation,  and  do 

hereby 
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i  hereby  promife  our  moft  gracious 
!  pardon  to  ail  feamen  and  marines 
.  ferving  on  board  the  faid  fquadron, 
who  fhall,  upon  notification  hereof 
on  board  their  refpedtive  fhips,  re¬ 
turn  to  the  regular  and  ordinary 
difeharge  of  their  duty  :  and  we  do 
hereby  declare,  that  all  fuch  feamen 
and  marines  fo  returning  to  their 
duty,  fliall  be  difeharged  and  releaf¬ 
ed  from  all  profecutions,  imprifon- 
ments,  and  penalties  incurred  by 
reafon  of  any  aft  of  mutiny  or  dis¬ 
obedience  of  orders,  or  any  breach 
or  negledt  of  duty  previously  com¬ 
mitted  by  them,  or  any  of  them. 

Given  at  our  court  at  Wind- 
for,  the  twenty-fecond  day 
of  April,  one  thoufand,  fe- 
ven  hundred,  and.ninety-fe- 
ven,  and  in  the  thirtv-fe- 
venth  year  of  our  reign. 

COD  SAVE  THE  KING. 

Cor  red  Statement  of  the  Demands  of  the 
Sailors. 

Art.  Iff.  THAT  every  indul¬ 
gence  granted  to  the  fleet  at  Portf- 
mouth  be  granted  to  his  Majefty’s 
fubjedfs  ferving  in  the  fleet  at  the 
Nore,  and  places  adjacent. 

2d.  That  every  man,  upon  a 
fhip’s  coming  into  harbour,  fliall 
have  liberty  (a  certain  number  at  a 
time,  fo  as  not  to  injure  the  fhip’s 
duty)  to  go  and  fee  their  friends 
and  families,  a  convenient  time  to 
be  allowed  to  each  man. 

3d.  That  all  fhips,  before  they 
go  to  fea,  fliall  be  paid  all  arrears  of 
wages  down  to  fix  months,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  old  rules. 

4th.  That  no  officer  that  has  been 
turned  out  of  any  of  his  Majefty’s 
fhips  fliall  be  employed  in  the  fame 
fhip  again,  without  the  content  of 
the  fli ip’s  company. 

5th.  That  when  any  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  fhips  fliall  be  paid,  that  may 
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have  been  fome  time  in  commiflion, 
if  there  are  any  prefled  men  on, 
board  that  may  not  be  in  the  regu¬ 
lar  courfe  of  payment,  they  fliall  re¬ 
ceive  two  months  advance  to  fur- 
nifti  them  with  neceflaries. 

6th.  That  an  indemnification  be 
made  any  men  who  run,  and  may 
now  be  in  his  Majefty’s  naval  fer- 
vice,  and  that  they  fliall  not  be  lia- 
ble  to  be  taken  up  as  deferters. 

7  th.  That  a  more  equal  dilfri bil¬ 
lion  be  made  of  prize-money  to  the 
crews  of  his  Majefty’s  fhips  and 
veflels  of  war. 

8th.  That  the  articles  of  war,  as 
now  enforced,  require  various  alte¬ 
rations,  feveral  of  which  to  be  ex¬ 
punged  therefrom ;  and  if  more  mo¬ 
derate  ones  were  held  forth  to  fea¬ 
men  in  general,  it  would  be  the 
means  of  taking  off  that  terror  and 
prejudice  againft  his  Majefty’s  fer- 
vice,  on  that  account  too  frequent¬ 
ly  imbibed  bv  feamen,  from  enter- 
mg  voluntarily  into  the  fervice. 

The  committee  of  delegates  of 
the  whole  fleet,  aflembled  in  coun¬ 
cil  on  board  his  Majefty’s  fhip 
Sandwich,  have  unanimoufly  agreed 
that  they  will  not  deliver  up  their 
charge  until  the  appearance  of 
fome  of  the  Lords  Commiftioners 
of  the  Admiralty  to  ratify  the  fame. 
Given  on  board  his  Majefty’s 
fhip  Sandwich,  by  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  the  fleet,  May  20fh, 
1797. 

Richard  Parker,  Prefident. 

Anfiver  from  the  Lords  Commiff oners  of 
the  Admiralty . 

To  the  Seamen  and  Marines  of  his  Ma~ 
Jiffs  Shifts  and  Vejfels  at  the  Nore , 
and  at  Sheernefs. 

Shecrnefs ,  May  22,  1797. 

In  purfuance  of  orders  communi¬ 
cated  to  me  by  the  Lords  Commif- 
Q  3  fioner$ 
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Toners  of  the  Admiralty,  1  am  di¬ 
rected  to  acquaint  the  crews  of  his 
Majefty’s  fhips  and  veffels  at  the 
Nore  and  at  Sheernefs,  that  after 
the  very  liberal  attention  of  his 
Majefty,.  in  encreafmg  the  wages 
and  provisions  of  the  feamen  and 
marines  in  his  Majefty’s  fervice,  for 
which  they  have  in  general  ex* 
relied  themfelves  not  only  fa  ti  she  cl, 
nt  highly  grateful,  their  Lordfhips 
are  extremely  furprifed  to  find  the 
feamen  and  marines  of  his  Majefty  ;s 
imps  at  the  Nore  and  Sheernefs 
hi ou Id  be  ftill  in  a  hate  of  difobedi- 
ence,  and  bringing  forward  further 
reqnefts.  Their  Lordfhips  tnere- 
fore  have  commanded  me  to  inform 
you,  that  fince  all  that  could  rea¬ 
sonably  be  expected  by  the  feamen 
and  marines  has  been  already  grant¬ 
ed  them,  their  Lordfbips  cannot 
accede  to  any  fuch  requeft.— With 
refpebt  to  the  fir  ft  article  of  the 
conditions,  prefented  by  the  feamen 
and  marines  at  this  port,  their  Lord¬ 
ihips  direbt  me  to  inform  you,  as 
has  already  been  explicitly  declar¬ 
ed,  that  all  additional  allowances  of 
wages  and  provifions,  and  every 
other  regulation  announced  at 
Pcrtfmouth,  have  been  eftablifhed 
by  his  Majefty’s  order  in  council, 
and  by  abt  of  parliament,  and  ex¬ 
tended  to  all  feamen  and  marines 
in  his  Majefty’s  fervice.— ^That  with 
refpebt  to  the  fecond  article  of  the 
faid  conditions,  the  nature  of  the 
fervice  in  time  of  war  does  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  the  men  having  leave  to  go 
to  their  families,  except  under  very 
particular  circa mftances,  of  which 
the  captains  or  other  fuperior  offi¬ 
cers  alone  can  judge.  —  That  with 
refpebt  to  the  third  and  fifth  arti¬ 
cles,  the  (hip’s  company  fhall  be 
paid  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in 
the  feveral  ^bts  of  parliament  at 
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prefent  in  force  for  the  encourage* 
ment  of  feamen  and  marines  em¬ 
ployed  in  his  Majefty’s  fervice,  as 
they  always  are,  unlefs  fome  very 
urgent  neceffity  prevents  it ;  but  as 
it  ever  has  been  the  practice  of  the 
fervice  to  fhew  attention  to  thofe 
who,  with  the  true  fpirit  of  Britifh 
feamen,  voluntarily  lhand  forth  in 
defence  of  their  country,  their 
Lord  (hips  ere  defirous  of  giving 
every  poffible  encouragement  to 
volunteers;  and  it  is  not  their  in¬ 
tention  to  direbt  that  advance  fhouid 
be  paid  to  imprefted  men.* — With 
refpebt  to  the  fourth  article,  all  ar¬ 
rangements  concerning  the  officers 
to  be  employed  in  the  fhips  of  the 
fquadron  muft  be  fettled  by  the 
Admiral  or  Commanding  Officer 
for  the  time  being,  conformably  to 
the  inftrubtions  of  their  Lordfhips, 
according  to  the  circumftances  of 
each  particular  place. — That  with 
refpebt  to  the  ftxth  article,  if  it 
fhouid  be  his  Majefty’s  pleafure  to 
pardon  all  who  may  have  deferted 
from  his  fervice  in  the  navy,  it  muft 
be  the  effect:  of  his  Majefty’s  royal 
clemency  alone,  and  not  of  any  re- 
quifition  ;  that  although  their  Lord- 
ffiips  thought  proper  to  go  to  Portft* 
mouth  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining 
more  perfect  information  of  the 
grievances  which  the  feamen  and 
marines  in  general  might  have  to. 
reprefent,  and  of  adopting  moft  ex- 
peditioufly  fuch  meafures  as  might 
be  necefiary,  and  granting  fuch  far¬ 
ther  indulgences  as  might  render 
their  fjtuation  more  comfortable, 
and  enable  them  better  to  provide 
for  the  fupport  of  their  families,  no 
fimilar  reafon  exifts  for  their  taking 
fuch  aftep  on  the  prefent  occafioti. 
— That  the  reprefentations  made 
at  Portfmouth  have  been  fully  con- 
fidered,  and  the  regulations  made  in 

confequencci 
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•onfequtfnce  have  already  been  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  whole  fleet,  and  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  higheft  authority. 
Their  Lordfhips  therefore  dire  (if 
me  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  to  me 
and  to  the  officers  under  whom  you 
ferve,  that  blip's  companies  are  to 
look  up,  to  whom  their  petitions 
ara  always  to  be  prefented,  and 
through  whom  their  Lordfhips  de¬ 
terminations  are  to  be  expended. 
It  is  their  Lordfhips  direction  that 
I  thould  alfo  inform  you  that,  not- 
withftanding  all  that  you  have  done, 
his  Majefty’s  mob  gracious  pardon, 
and  their  Lordfhips  order  to  all 
officers  to  bury  in  oblivion  all  that 
has  palled,  are  now  offered  to  you  ; 
which,  fliould  you  refufe,  you  will 
have  to  anfwer  for  all  the  melan¬ 
choly  confequences  which  mull  at¬ 
tend  your  perflifing  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  difobedience  and  mutiny. 
When  the  feamen  and  marines  at 
the  Is!  ore  and  at  Sheernefs  reflect 
that  the  reft  of  the  fleets  have  re¬ 
turned  to  their  duty,  and  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  fea  in  fearch  of  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  their  country,  their  Lord¬ 
fhips  have  no  doubt  that  they  will 
no  longer  fhew  themfelves  ungrate¬ 
ful  for  all  that  has  ft;  liberally  beeq 
granted  to  them,  but  will  ft  rive  who 
ftiall  be  firft  to  ftiew  his  loyalty  to 
his  King,  and  his  love  to  his  coun¬ 
try,  by  returning  to  that  ftate  of 
obedience  and  difeipline,  without 
which  they  cannot  expedt  any 
longer  to  enjoy  the  confidence  and 
good  opinion  of  their  oountry. 

(Signed)  Charles  Buckner 

Vice-Admiral  of  the  White, 
and  Commander  of  his 
Majefty’s  Ships  and  Vef- 
fels  in  the  River  Med  wav, 
and  at  the  Buoy  of  the 
Nore. 


To  the  Seamen  and  Marines  of  his  Ma- 
jeftfs  Ships  at  the  Nore,  and  at  Sheer - 
nefs. 

Sheernefs ,  May  24,  1797. 

PURSUANT  to  directions  from 

the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the 

Admiraltv.  which  I  received  thi's  af- 
*  ' 

ternoon,  I  am  again  to  call  the  at» 
tention  of  the  feamen  and  marines 
on  board  his  Majefty’s  fhips  and 
vefiels  at  the  Nore  and  Sheernefs, 
to  the  gracious  offer  already  made 
to  them,  and  to  declare  that  I  am 
inftructed  and  authorifed  by  their 
Lordfhips  to  repeat  the  offer  of  a 
pardon,  which  will  include  all  of¬ 
fences  committed  by  the  feamen 
and  marines  during  the  diforders 
that  have  and  do  prevail,  on  condi¬ 
tion  of  their  returning  to  their  du¬ 
ty.  .  And  \yhen  the  feamen  and 
marines  above  mentioned  lhall  re¬ 
flect  that  they  have  pledged  them¬ 
felves  to  be  perfectly  fatisfied  with 
and  abide  by  the  determination  of 
their  friends  at  Portfmouth,  who, 
fenfible  of  the  indulgence  granted 
to  them,  have  returned  with  alacri¬ 
ty  to  their  duty,  and  are  now  in 
purfuit  of  the  enemies  of  their  King 
and  country,  it  is  hoped  that  the 
feamen  and  marines  at  this  port 
will  no  longer  ftipw  themfelves  un¬ 
grateful  for  all  that  has  been  fo  li¬ 
berally  granted,  and  which  have  fo 
completely  fatisfied  the  companies 
cf  his  Majefty’s  fhips  compofing 
the  Channel  fleet;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary,  that  they  will  be  forward  in 
following  fo  laudable  an  example, 
and  cheerfully  exprefs  their  readi- 
nefs  to  accept  his  Majefty’s  moft 
gracious  pardon,  now  offered  to 
them  a.  fecond,  time,  and  to  return 
to  their  duty  like  BrKifli  feamen; 
And  have  alfo  their  Lordfhips  coni'- 
mands  further  to  inform  you.  that 
Q  4*  ;  '  they 
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they  do  not  fee  the  propriety  or 
expediency  of  their  holding  a  Board 
of  Admiralty  at  Sheernefs;  and  that 
they  do  not  mean  to  encourage  a 
repetition  of  demands  by  any  fur¬ 
ther  conceflion;  alfo,  that  it  now 
relts  with  the  Teamen  and  ma¬ 
rines  of  his  Majefty’s  {hips  and 
veil  els  at  the  Nore  and  Sheernefs, 
to  decide  whether  it  may  not  be 
for  their  intereft  to  return  to  their 
du tv,  and  thereby  avail  themfelves 
of  his  Majefty’s  mod  gracious  par¬ 
don,  rather  than  expofe  themfelves 
to  thofe  confequences  which  mud 
follow  from  their  continuance  in  a 
date  of  difobedience. 

(Signed)  Charles  Buckner? 

Vice-Admiral  of  the  White, 

■  Sec.  Sec. 

To  the  Lords  C o mm ijji ‘oners  for  executing 
the  Office,  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland He. . 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  Dele¬ 
gates  of  the  whole  fleet,  adembled 
in  council  on  board  his  Majefty’s 
flip  Sandwich,  to  inform  your 
Lordihips  that  they  have  received 
your  letter  from  Admiral  Buckner, 
which  informs  them  that  it  was 
not  your  intention  of  coming  to 
Sheernefs,  The  fame  has  been  com¬ 
municated  to  his  Majefty’s  fliips 
and  veflels  lying  here,  and  the  de¬ 
termination  of  the  whole  is,  that 
they  will  not  come  to  any  accom¬ 
modation  until  you  appear  at  the 
Nore,  andredrefs  our,  grievances. 

(Signed)  Richard  Parker, 
Preftdent. 

Bv  order  of  the  Committee  of 
Delegates  of  the  whole  fleet. 

His  Majeffs  fhik  Sandwich. - 
May  25  th  3  1797. 


PROCLAMATION. 

George  R. 

WHEREAS  it  has  been  repre* 
fented  unto  us,  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  declarations  made  in  our 
name  and  by  our  authority,  by  our 
Lords  Commiflioners  of  our  Admi¬ 
ralty,  of  our  gracious  intentions  to 
recommend  to  the  confideration  of 
parliament  to  augment  the  wages 
and  allowances  of  the  feamen  and 
marines  of  our  fleet,  which  our  gra¬ 
cious  intentions  and  declarations 
have  fmee  been  carried  into  effect 
by  an  aft  of  parliement ;  and  not- 
withftanding  the  communication 
made  by  our  right  trufty  and  right 
well-beloved  coufin  and  counfellor 
Richard  Earl  Howe,  Admiral  of  our 
fleet,  of  our  gracious  intentions  to¬ 
wards  the  feamen  and  marines  of 
our  fleet,  for  the  pardon  of  the 
offences  by  them  committed,  and 
our  Royal  Proclamation  thereupon, 
bearing  date  the  1 1  th  day  of  May 
inftant ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
fentiments  of  duty  and  gratitude 
with  which  the  fame  were  received 
by  the  feamen  and  marines  of  our 
other  fquadrons,  yet  the  crews  on 
board  certain  of  our  fliips  at  the 
Nore,  have  not  only  fince  the  full 
manifeftation  of  all  thefe  our  graci¬ 
ous  intentions  and  declarations, 
been  guilty  of  divers  a<fts  of  muti- 
ny  and  difobedience  of  orders,  but 
have  even  proceeded  to  other  afts 
of  the  moft  heinous  and  treaionable 
nature,  by  firing  upon  fome  of  our 
fliips,  in  order  to  compel  them  to 
Submit  to  their  '-direction ;  have 
threatened  and  taken  meafures  for 
flopping  the  commerce  of  the  king¬ 
dom  palling  to  and  from  the  port  of 
London;  and  have,  by  terror  of 
their  force,  compelled  two  frigates 

to 
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to  defift  from  executing  a  particular 
fervice,  which,  by  our  order,  they 
were  directed  to  perform.  We, 
thinking  it  right  to  warn  all  our 
feamen  and  marines  on  board  the 
faid  fhips,  of  the  heinous  nature  of 
the  offences  by  them  committed, 
and  of  the  dangerous  confequences 
thereof  to  the  fpirit  and  difcipline 
of  tire  Britifh  navy,  and  to  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  their,  country,  as  well  as  to 
their  own  fafety,  do  hereby  earnefl- 
ly  require  and  enjoin  all  our  faid 
feamen  and  marines  immediately, 
on  the  notification  of  this  our  rov- 

J 

al  declaration,  to  return  to  the  re¬ 
gular  difcharge  of  their  duty,  as  has 
already  been  done  by  the  crews  of 
our  other  fquadrons  and  fleets, 

Rationed  at  Portfmouth  and  Plv- 

* 

mouth,  and  elfewhere. 

And  whereas  we  are  well  affured 
that  a  great  part  of  the  feamen  and 
marines  on  board  the  faid  fhips  at 
the  Nore,  abhor  and  deteft  the  cri¬ 
minal  proceedings  which  are  (till 
perfifted  in  on  board  the  faid  fhips, 
and  are  defirous  to  return  to  their 
.duty ; 

Now  we,  being  defirous  to  ex¬ 
tend  our  gracious  intentions  of  par¬ 
don  to  all  fuch  feamen  and  marines 
fo  ferving  on  board  our  faid  fhips 
.at  the  Nore,  who  may  have  retun  ed 
or  fhall  return,  upon  the  notifica¬ 
tion  of  this  our  royal  declaration, 
to  the  regular  and  ordinary  difcharge 
of  their  duty,  have  authorized,  and 
do  hereby  authorize  and  empower 
o-ur  faid  Lords  Commiffioners  of  our 
Admiralty,  or  any  three  of  them,  to 
fignify  to  all  fuch  feamen  and  ma¬ 
rines  who  may  have  been  guiltv  of 
any  of  the  treasonable  ads  aforefaid, 
or  of  any  mutiny,  or  difobcdience 
of  orders,  or  neglect  of  duty,  and 
who  have  returned,  or  who  fhall, 
upon  notification  hereof  on  board 
the  refpediyy  flaps,  return  to  the 


regular  and  ordinary  difcharge  of 
their  duty,  our  roval  intentions  to 
grant  to  all  fuch  feamen  and  marines 
our  moil  gracious  pardon,  and  to. 
promifc  in  our  name  to  all  fuch  fea¬ 
men  and  marines  wrho  have  fo  re¬ 
turned,  or  fhall  fo  return  to  the  rc- 
gularand  ordinary  difcharge  of  their 
duty,  our  mod  gracious  pardon  ac¬ 
cordingly.  And  we  do  hereby  de¬ 
clare,  that  all  fuch  feamen  and  ma¬ 
rines  who  fhall  have  fo  returned, 
or  fhall  fo  return  to  their  duty,  and 
to  whom  the  faid  Lords  Commif¬ 
fioners  of  our  Admiralty,  or  any 
three  of  them,  fhall  fo  promife  our 
pardon,  fhall  receive  the  fame  ac¬ 
cordingly,  and  fhall  be  difcharged 
and  releafed  from  all  profecutions, 
imprifonments,  and  penalties  in¬ 
curred  by  reafon  of  any  of  the  ads 
aforefaid,  or  by  reafon  of  any  ad 
of  mutiny  or  difobedience  of  orders, 
or  any  breach  or  negled  of  duty, 
previoufly  committed  by  them,  or 
any  of  them ;  hereby  declaring  at 
the  fame  time,  that  all  fuch  feamen 
and  marines  who  fhall  not  take  the 
benefit  of  this  our  gracious  pardon, 
fhall,  from  henceforth,  be  confi- 
dered  as  liable,  according  to  the 
nature  of  their  offences,  to  fuch  pu- 
nifhment  as  the  articles  of  war  and 
the  law  have  provided  for  the 
fame. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Saint 
James’s,  the  Twenty-fe- 
venth  Day  of  May,  1797, 
in  the  Thirty-feventh  Year 
of  our  Reign. 

By  his  Majefty’s  Command, 

Portland. 

Order  of-  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty , 
to  the  Commanders  of  his  Majejiy's 
Licet. 

WHEREAS  from  the  difpofition 
lately  fhewn  by  the  feamen  belong¬ 
ing 
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ing  to  feveral  of  his  Majefty’s  Flips, 
it  is  become  highly  neceffary  that 
the  fbddheft  attention  thou  Id  be 
paid  by  all  officers  in  his  Majefty’s 
naval  fervice,  not  only  to  their  own 
conduct,  but  to  the  conduct  of  thofe 
who  may  be  under  thei r  orders ;  the 
more  effectually  to  infure  a  proper 
fubordination  and  difcipline,  and  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  may  be,  ail  dis¬ 
content  among  the  feamen,  your 
Lordftiip  is  hereby  directed  to  be 
particularly  careful  to  enforce,  fo 
far  as  the  fame  may  depend  on  you, 
and  to  give  orders  to  the  officers 

O 

employed  under  your  command  to 
enforce  all  the  regulations  for  the 
prefervation  of  difcipline  and  good 
order  in  his  Majefty’s  navy,  which 
are  at  prefent  eftablifhed  for  that 
purpofe  :  —  And  you  are  more  ef 
pecially  to  give  the  following  di¬ 
rections,  viz. 

That  the  Flag  Officers  of  the 
lquadron  under  your  command  do 
frequently  mufter  the  crews  of  the 
fhips  belonging  to  their  refpeCtive 
divifions;  that  the  Captains  and 
Commanders  of  the  {hips  and  vef- 
fels  of  your  fquadron  never  be  ab- 
lent  themfelves,  nor  allow  any  offi¬ 
cers  under  their  orders  to  be  abfent 
from  on  board  their  refpeCtive 
fhips  for  twenty-four  hours  at  one 
time,  without  our  permiffion,  or 
lea\e  obtained  from  yourfelf  for 
that  purpofe. 

That  all  Flag  Officers,  Captains, 
and  other  officers,  do  wear  their 
refpeCtive  uniforms,  not  only 
whilft  they  are  on  board  the  fhips  to 
which  they  belong,  but  alfo  when 
they  are  on  fhore  in,  or  near  any 
fea-port  town. 

That  the  Captains  and  Comman¬ 
ders  of  his  Majefty’s  fhips  and  vef- 
fels  do  caufe  the  Articles  of  War  to 
fre  read  cn  board  their  reipeCtive 


ftiips  to  the  companies  thereof,  at 
leaft  once  in  every  month,  agree¬ 
ably  to  their  inftruCtions ;  that  they 
alfo  fee  that  the  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  belonging  to  the  marines  be 
conftantlv  kept  in  good  order  and 
fit  for  immediate  fervice,  as  well  in 
harbour  as  at  fea;  and  that  they  arein 
future  to  be  very  careful  to  rate 
their  Flips  companies  according 
to  the  merits  of  the  men,  in  order 
that  thofe  who  may  not  be  deferv- 
ing  thereof,  mav  not  receive  the 
pay  of  able  or  ordinary  feamen. 

That  particular  attention  be  paid 
to  the  regulations  relating  to  the 
cutting  up  of  freFi  beef,  that  choice 
pieces  be  never  purpofeiv  feleCted 
for  the  officers  from  that  which  is 
cut  up  for  the  Flip’s  company  ;  and 
that  choice  pieces  cf  fait  meat  be  ne¬ 
ver  taken  for  the  officers  out  of  the 
tub  or  veffel  from  which  it  may  be 
ferved  to  the  Flip’s  company. 

That  officers  do  not  feledl  cafks 
of  the  beft  wine  or  fpirits  for  their 
own  ufe  from  thofe  intended  for 
the  Flip’s  company,  nor  exchange 
any  wine  or  fpirits  of  their  own  for 
that  which  has  been  fent  on  board 
for  the  ufe  of  the  Flip. 

That  the  Captains  and  Com¬ 
manders  of  his  Majefty’s  Flips  do 
ftrictly  enjoin  the  Surgeons  be¬ 
longing  to  their  refpedtive  fhips 
not  to  take  out  of  the  Flip  any  part 
of  the  medicines  or  neceffaries  in¬ 
tended  for  the  ufe  of  the  Fck,  but 
ftridtly  to  apply  them  to  the  purpo- 
fes  for  which  they  were  fent  on 
board. 

That  the  Captains  and  Com¬ 
manders  of  his  Majefty’s  fhips  be 
particularly  attentive  to  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  men  under  their  com¬ 
mand,  and  that  they  be  ready  on 
the  firft  appearance  of  mutiny,  to 
life  the  moft  vigorous  means  to  fup- 
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prefs  it,  and  to  bring  the  ringlead¬ 
ers  to  punifhment. 

Given,  &c.  id  of  Mav,  1797. 

By  the  Commiffioners  for  executing  the 

Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of 

Great  Britain  and.  Ireland,  8fc. 

WHEREAS  his  Majefiy  has  been 
Tnod  gracioufly  pleafed  to  ifiue  his 
royal  proclamation,  dated  the  1  I  th 
in'dant,  and  thereby  to  declare  that  all 
fuch  Teamen  and  marines  on  board 
any  {hips  of  the  fleet  who  may  have 
been  guilty  of  any  act  of  mutiny,  or 
difobedience  of  orders,  or  negledt  of 
duty,  and  who  have  returned,  or 
fhall,  upon  notification  of  fuch  his 
Majedyfs  proclamation,  return  to  the 
regular  and  ordinary  difcharge  of 
their  duty,  {hall  be  difcharged  and 
releafed  from  all  profecutions,  im- 
prifonments,  and  penalties  incurred 
by  reafbn  of  any  act  of  mutiny  or 
difobedience  of  orders,  or  any 
breach  or  negledt  of  duty  previ- 
oufly  committed  by  them,  or  any  of 
them. 

And-whereas  it  is  our  intention, 
that  on  no  occafion  hereafter  the 
minds  of  the  Teamen  and  marines  to 
whom  the  benefit  of  the  faid  procla¬ 
mation  has  been  extended,  (hall  be 
difquieted  by  any  reproof  or  re¬ 
proach  in  refpeft  of  all  or  any  fuch 
acds  of  mutiny,  difobedience  of  or¬ 
ders,  or  breach  or  negled  of  duty 
as  before-mentioned,  but  that  a  to¬ 
tal  oblivion  of  fuch  offences  fhould, 
as  far  as  poflible,  obtain  in  confe- 
quence  thereof ;  we  have  therefore 
thought  fit,  by  thefe  our  orders,  to 
fignify  fuch  meaning  and  intention 
to  the  feveral  Flag  Officers,  Cap¬ 
tains,  Commanders,  and  all  their 
fubordinate  officers  in  the  fleet ;  and 
they  are  hereby  required  and  direct¬ 
ed  to  conform  to  thefe  our  orders 
and  intentions  accordingly. 
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Given  under  our  hands  the  14th 
day  of  May,  1797. 

Spencer, 
Gam  bier. 
Young. 

To  the  feveral  Flag  Officers, 

Captains,  and  Commanders 
of  his  Majejly’s  Fleet. 

By  command  of  their  Lordfhips. 

Mars  den p 

by  THE  KING — A  P  reclamation for 
theSuppreffion  of  the  Mutinous  and 
TreafonahleF roceedings  of  Hie  Crews 
of  certain  of  our  Ships  at  the  AY;-*. 

George  R. 

WHEREAS,  upon  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  our  Lords  Commiffioners 
ofour  Admiralty,  refpeEting  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Teamen  and  marines 
on  board  certain  of  our  {hips  at  the 
Nore,  we  were  pleafed  to  command 
our  faid  Lords  Commiffioners  of  our 
Admiralty  to  fignify  to  the  faid  Tea¬ 
men  and  marines  our  gracious  inten¬ 
tions,  exprefied  in  our  Royal  Decla¬ 
ration,  under  our  fign  manual,  bear¬ 
ing  date  at  St.  James's,  the  twenty- 
feventh  day  of  May  infiant : — [Here 
the  Proclamation  recites  verbatim  that 
already  publijhed  ffigned  Por  t  land  .] 
And  whereas  our  right  trufiy  and 
right  well-beloved  coufin  and  coun- 
fellor  George  John,  Earl  Spencer, 
our  trufiy  and  well-beloved  Charles 
George,  Lord  Arden,  of  our  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland,  and  W.  Young,  Efq. 
Rear-Admiral  of  the  White,  being 
three  of  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of 
our  Admiralty,  didcaufe  our  gracious 
intentions,  exprefied  in  fuch  our  de¬ 
claration,  to  be  fignified  to  the  crews 
ot  our  tliips  at  the  Nore,  and  did  re¬ 
quire  fuch  crews  to  return  to  their 
due  obedience  accordingly  :  And 
whereas  it  has  bem  re  pie  Ion  ted  to 
us,  that  Tome  of  th  A  crews  ofour  faid 
{hips  have  been  deli rous  of  returning 
to  their  obedience  accordingly,  but 

have 


have  been  prevented  from  fo  doing 
by  violence  :  and  other  of  our  (hip*, 
in  the  abtu'al  difcharge  of  their  duty,, 
have  been  fired  upon,  and  attempts 
have  been  made  to  prevent  tome  of 
our  (hips  from  proceeding, according 
to  the  orders  oi  their  Commanders : 
-And,  whereas,  fuch  continued  per- 
leverance  in  rebellious  and  trealbn- 
abJe  attempts  again  it  -oifr  crown  and 
digni-y,  after  repeated  admonitions 
and  offers  of  our  gracious  pardon, 
render  it  neceflary  for  us  to  cab  on 
all  our  loving  (objects  to  be  aidina 
and  abiding  in  repreffing  the  fame; 
we  (rave  thought  fit,  by  the  advice  of 
our  privy  council,  to  ilfue  this  our 
Royal  Proclamations ;  and  we  do 
hereby  dnetiy  enjoin  and  command 
all  our  admirals,  generals,  comman¬ 
ders,  and  officers,  of  our  forces  by  fca 
and  land,  and  all  magif  rates  vvhat- 
foever,  and  all  others  our  loving  fub- 
jecis,  that  they,  in  their  feveral  Ca¬ 
tions  do  ufe  their  utmofl  endeavours, 
according  to  law,  to  fapprefs  all  fuch 
mutinous  and  treasonable'  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  to  ufe  all  lawful  means  to 
bring  the  perfons  concerned  therein, 
their  aiders  and  abettors,  to  juftice: 
And  we  do  hereby  f  richly  enjoin  and 
co m m and  ail  our  1  <  wing  i  u hj eetswfiat- 
foeyer,  not  to  give. any  aid,  comfort, 
affi  dance,  or  enco  u  rageipen  f  wh  a  t  fo- 
ever,  to  any  perfon  or  perfons  con¬ 
cerned  in  any  Such  mutinous  or  trea- 
fonable  proceedings,  as  they  will  anf* 
wer  the  fame,  at  their  peril ;  and  alio, 
to  the  utrnofi  of  their  power  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  law,  to  prevent  all  other 
perfons  from  giving  any  fuch  aid,  af¬ 
fi  Pa  nee,  comfort,  or  encouragement. 

Proclamation  by  Order  of  the  Duke 
of  York,  announcing  the  increafed 
Pay ,  and  other  Advantages  con¬ 
fer  red  on  the  Army . 

Vv  HifREA’Si  AVer  and  above  the 
provision  made,  for  clothing,  for 


Cheifen-hcfpital,  for  lodgings,  and 
for  medical  abidance  ;  and,  like  wife, 
over  and  above  the  allowance  of 
beer,  and  other  articles,  provided 
in  barracks  and  quarters,  and  of 
bread  provided  at  a  reduced  rate  in 
camp,  the  private  foldier  of  infantry 
of  the  line,  ferving  at  home,  here¬ 
tofore  received  the  pay  of  fix  pence 
per  day,  which,  together  with  the 
fum  of  twopence  Earthing  per  day, 
granted  to  him  by  bis  majedy’s  war¬ 
rant,  for  eftabl ffiiing  and  consolida¬ 
ting  certain  other  allowances  lately 
givea  him,  amounts  to  the  fum  of 
eightpenee  farthing ;  Ids  majedy, 
having  been  gracioiifly  pleafed  to 
take  the  fame  into  confirieraiion,  is 
pleafed  to  direct,  thar,  under  the  fol¬ 
lowing  regulations,  there  flail,  from 
the  25th  of  this  prefent  month  of 
May,  be  paid  to  each  private  foldier 
of  infantry,  in  addition  to  the  laid 
fum  of  eightpenee  lambing,  the  far¬ 
ther  fum  of  threepence  three-far¬ 
things,  making,  in  the  whole,  the 
dim  of  one  dulling  daily.  Out  of 
this  advance  of  pay,  the  foldier  is  to 
pay  the  extra  price  of  bread  and 
meat,  now  paid  by  the  public,  which 
at  prefent  amounts,  upon  an  average, 
to  the  daily  dim  of  one  penny  three 
farthings ;  id  that  the  nett  increafe  in 
fa tu re,  to  each  foldier,  will  be  two¬ 
pence  per  diem. 

With  refpect  to  the  difburfement 
of  this  {lulling  per  day,  lu-s  Majedy 
has  been  pi  afed  to  order  that  a  fum, 
not  exceeding  four  (hillings  per  week, 
(hall  be  applied  toward  the  expence 
of  the  foldier’s  mefs,  (including  ve.-? 
getables,  & c.)  unlefs  he  himfelf  (hall 
choofe  to  appropriate  a  farther  part 
of  his  pay  to  that  purpofe  : 

f  hat  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one 
Mling  and  dxpence  a  week,  (hall 
be  retained  for  neceflaries,  to  be  ac¬ 
counted  for,  as  ufual,  monthly  :  That 
the  remainder  of  his  pay,  amounting 
,  to 
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Ito  one  (hilling  and  ftxpence  per 
week,  (liall  be  paid  to  the  foldier, 
fubject  to  the  accuftomed  deduction 
for  wafhing,  and  articles  for  cleaning 
his  clothes  and  appointments :  And 
his  Majefty,  out  of  his  royal  bounty, 
is  farther  pleafed  to  order  and  aired, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  foldier, — That, 
i  in  camp,  he  (hall  receive  the  turn  of 
Jfivepenee  farthing  per  week,  being 
the  difference  between  the  allow¬ 
ance  and  value  of  bread  and  beer, 
in  quarters  or  barrack,  and  the  ordi¬ 
nary  (increafed)  fupply  of  bread  in 
camp  — That  if  meat,  of  the  quality 
proper  to  be  provided  for  him,  fhould 
exceed  the  price  of  fixpence  per 
pound,  or  bread,  of  the  houfehold 
quality,  the  price  of  one  penny  half¬ 
penny  per  pound,  fuch  extra  price 
(hall  be  allowed  by  the  public,  upon 
a  quantity  not  exceeding  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  a  pound  of  meat,  and  one 
pound  of  bread,  per  day,  for  each 
man  That  when  any  foldier  (hall, 
with  the  approbation  of  his  com¬ 
manding-officer,  provide  himfelfwith 
lodgings,  and  the  feveral  articles  of 
fmall  beer,  &c.  to  which  his  billet 
would  entitle  him,  he  fhall  receive 
the  fame  allowance  as  the  publican 
would  have  been  entitled  to,  under 
fuch  billet. 

His  Mu  jelly  is  farther  pleafed  to 
order, —That  the  pay  andallowances 
to  a  drummer  fhall  be,  daily,  thir¬ 
teen-pence  farthing ; — That  the  pay 
and  allowances  to  a  corporal  fhall  be, 
daily,  fourteen-pence  farthing; — - 
That  the  pay  and  allowances  to  a 
ferjeant  (hall  be,  daily,  eighteen- 
pence  three  farthings : 

His  Majefty  is  farther  pleafed  to 
order,  that  the  pay  and  allowances 
of  the  invalids  fhall  be,  daily,— To 
a  private,  eleven-pence  farthing;— 
to  a  drummer,  thirteen-pence  far¬ 
thing;— to  a  corporal,  thirteen- 
pence  three  farthings; — to  a  ferjeant, 
gighfeen-pence  farthing : — and  that 


the  ferjeants,  drummers,  and  private 
men,  of  the  militia  and  fencible  in¬ 
fantry,  (liall  be  placed  on  the  fame 
footing,  refpedtively,  as  thofe  of  the 
line.  His  Majefly  is  farther  pleafed 
to  order,  that  the  like  nett  addition  of 
twopence  per  diem  (hall  be  made 
to  all  his  foldiers,  ferving  out  of 
Great  Britain. 

Field-marfbal  the  Duke  of  York  is 
happy  to  announce  the  king’s  gra¬ 
cious  intentions  towards  the  whole 
of  his  army. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  refls  allured, 
that  theie  new  inflances  of  the  libe¬ 
rality  of  parliament,  and  of  his  Ma- 
je fly’s  paternal  care,  will  rivet  that 
affection  for  their  king  and  country, 
which  has  ever  been  the  pride  of 
Britifn  foldiers  ;  and  that  a  continu¬ 
ance  in  heady  difcipline  and  honour¬ 
able  conduct;  will  merit  thofe  gra¬ 
cious  favours  that  have  been  re¬ 
peatedly  fhewn  them. 

On  this  occafion,  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  cannot  but  add,  that,  however 
incredible  it  may  appear,  that  there 
fhould  exit!  a  wretch,  fo  loft  to  ho¬ 
nour  and  humanity,  as  to  league  with 
the  enemy,  and  to  aim  at  the  utter 
ruin  of  his  country,  yet  there  are 
certainly  many  defperate  per  Tons, 
who  have  perfeverecl  in  melhodifing 
treachery  and  led  it  ion  ;  and  who, 
under  fpecious  and  deleft ve  pre¬ 
tences,  taking  .the  advantage  of  un¬ 
guarded  moment,  have  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  feduce  foldiers  from  their  duty, 
and  render  them  accomplices  in  their 
Regions,  the  dired  objedl  of  which 
is  univerfal  confufion  and  rapine, and 
the  overthrow  of  that  happy  fyftem 
of  religion  and  government  fecured 
to  us  by  the  blood  of  our  anceftors; 
and  which,  for  f o  many  ages,  has  ren¬ 
dered  Britain  the  admiration  arid 
envy  of  the  world  ! 

His  Royal  Highnefs  is  convinced, 
that  the  love  and  attachment  of  the 
foldier,,  to  liis  king  and  country,  are 

firm 
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firm  and  unfhaken  ;  and,  that,  hold¬ 
ing  in  abhorrence  all  bale  and  fcan- 
dalous  attempts  to  ffiake  his  loyalty 
and  true  affebtion,  every  good  foldier 
will  repel,  with  indignation,  the  in- 
ftigators  of  fuch  wickednefs,  and 
glory  in  the  opportunity  of  expofing 
them  to  the  exemplary  juftice  of  their 
infulted  country. 

By  command  of  field-marfhal  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  duke  of  York, 

William  Fawcett, 
Adjutant-general. 

London  Gazette  Extraordinary  3 
IVednefday ,  June  7. 

At  the  Court  at  the  Qjueens  Iloufe, 
June  6,  1797,  Erefent,  The  King’s 

Moft  Excellent Majejly  in  Council. 

WHEREAS,  by  an  abl  palled  in 
the  prefent  feffion  of  parliament,  in¬ 
tituled,  An  abl  for  more  efteblual- 
<iC  ly  retraining  intercourfe  with  the 
“  crews  of  certain  of  his  Majefly ’s 
^  fliips,  now  in  a  ftate  of  mutiny  and 
**  rebellion,  and  for  the  more  effectual 
' c  fuppreffion  of  fuch  mutiny  and  re- 
f  bellion,”  it  is  enacted.  That  it  thall 
be  lawful  for  the  commiffioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  Lord  High- 
Admiral,  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  being  thereto  authorized  by 
order  of  his  Majefly  in  council,  to  de¬ 
clare  the  crew  of  any  of  his  Majefty’s 
fliips,  who  have  been  guilty  of  adds  of 
mutiny  and  rebellion,  and  who  Hill 
perfift  therein,  and  alfo  the  crew  of 
any  other  of  his  Majetty’s  thips,  who 
ill  all  be  guilty  of  any  of  the  like  of¬ 
fences,  to  be  in  a  Hate  of  mutiny  and 
rebellion  ;  and,  by  fuch  declaration, 
to  warn  all  his  Majefty’s  faithful  fub- 
jecls  to  abftain  from  all  communica¬ 
tion  or  intercourle  with  the  crews  of 
the  laid  thips:  And  it  is  farther  enabl¬ 
ed,  that  it  lliall  be  lawful  for  the  faid 
commiffioners,  or  any  three  or  more 
of  them,  in  fuch  manner  as  his  JVfajef- 
ty  ffiall  authorize  and  require,  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  fubmiffion  of  the  crew  of 


any  Ihip  which  ffiall  have  been  fo  de¬ 
clared  to  be  in  a  Hate  of  mutiny  and 
rebellion,  or  of  any  perfon  or  perfons, 
part  of  fuch  crew,  or  of  any  perfon  or 
perfons  on  board  of  any  of  fuch  fliips, 
or  to  declare  any  fuch  perfon  or  per¬ 
fons  to  have  returned  to  their  duty, 
and  thereupon  to  declare  the  perfon 
or  perfons  whofe fubmiffion  ffiall  be  fo 
accepted,  or  who  ffiall  be  fo  declared 
to  have  returned  to  their  duty,  to  be 
exempted  and  relieved  from  all  or  any 
of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  in  the 
faid  abl  contained,  in  fuch  manner, 
and  under  fuch  terms  and  reftrictions, 
as  his  Majefly  ffiall  think  fit:-— And 
whereas  the  faidLordsCommiffioners 
have  reprefonted  to  his  Majefly,  that 
it  appears  to  them  that  the  crews  of 
the  fliips  hereinafter-mentioned,  that 
is  to  fay,  the  Sandwich,  Montagu, 
Direbtor,  Inflexible,  Monmouth,  Bel- 
liquiex,  Standard,  Lion,  Naflau,  Re- 
pulfe, Grampus, Froforpine,  Brilliant, 
Iris,  Champion,  Comet,  Tyfiphone, 
Pylades,  Swan,  and  Infpebtor,  have 
been  guilty  of  abts  of  mutiny  and  re¬ 
bellion,  particularly  by  taking  the 
command  of  the  faid  fliips  from  his 
Majefty’s  officers,  by  combining  to 
obftrubt  the  trade  and  navigation  of 
the  port  of  London,  and  by  other  abts 
of  the  mofl  heinous  nature;  and  that 
fome  of  fuch  crews  had  abtually  fired 
on  divers  of  his  Majefty’s  fliips,  and 
that  all  the  faid  crews  Hill  perfifted'in 
fuch  their  mutiny  and  rebellion  :  Llis 
Majefly,  in  purfuance  of  the  powers 
vefled  in  him  by  the  above-recited 
abt,  is  hereby  pleafed,byand  with  the 
advice  of  the  privy  council,  to  autho¬ 
rize,  and  by  this  his  order  in  council 
doth  authorize  the  faid  Commiffion¬ 
ers  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord 
High  Admiral,  or  any  three  or  more 
of  them,  to  declare  the  crews  of  the 
faid  fliips  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  mutiny 
and  rebellion,  and  to  warn  all  his 
Majefty’s  faithful  fubjebts  to  abHain 
from  all  communication  or  inter- 
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courfe  with  the  crews  of  the  faid 
fhips,  in  the  manner  directed  by 
the  faid  aft. 

^is  MaJe%  *s  hereby  fur¬ 
ther  pleated,  with  the  advice  afore- 
faid,  to  authorize  and  require  the 
faid  Commiflioners,  or  any  three  or 
more  of  them,  to  accept  the  fub- 
miffion  of  the  crew  of  any  of  the 
fiid  fhips,  or  of  any  perfon  or  per- 
fons,  part  of  fuch  crew,  or  of  any 
perfon  or  perfons  on  board  of  any 
oi  the  laid  fhips,  or  to  declare  any 
inch  perfon  or  perfons  to  have  re¬ 
turned  to  their  duty ;  and  there¬ 
upon  to  declare  the.perlons  or  per¬ 
fon,  whofe  fubmiffion  fliall  be  fo 
accepted,  or  who  fliall  be  declared 
to  have  returned  to  their  duty,  to 
be  exempted  and  relieved  from  ail 
©r  any  of  the  penalties  and  for¬ 
feitures  in  the  faid  aft  contained, 
in  fuch  manner  and  under  fuch 
terms  and  reftriftions  as  his  Majef- 
ty  fliall  think  fit. 

W.  Fawkener. 

By  the  Commiflioners  for  execut - 
(L  •  s  • )  the  office  of  Lord  High  Jd- 

miral  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland ,  ftV. 

by  virtue  of  an  order  of  his 
Majefty  in  council,  bearing  date 
the  6th  day  of  June  inftant,  and 
in  piirfuance  or  thef  provisions  of 
an  aft  palled  in  the  prefent  feffion 
of  parliament,  entituled  u  An  aft 
for  more  effectually  retraining  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  crews  of  certain 
or  his  Majefty’s  fhips  now  in  a  ftate 
of  mutiny  and  rebellion,  and  for 
the^  more  effectual  fuppreffion  of 
fuen  mutiny  and  rebellion, ”  we  do 
hereby  declare,  that  the  crews  of 
his  Majefty’s  fhips  hereinafter  men¬ 
tioned,  that  is  to  fay,  the  Sandr 
rikh,  Montagu,  Director,  Inffoxi- 


PAPERS.  255’ 

ble,  Monmouth,  Belliqueux,  Stand¬ 
ard,  Lion,  Naflau,  Repulfe,  Gram¬ 
pus,  Proferpine,  Brilliant,  Iris, 
Champion,  Comet,  Tyliphone,  Py~ 
lades,  Swan,  and  Infpedtor,  having 
been  guilty  of  afts  of  mutiny  and 
rebellion,  and  perfifting  therein, 
are,  and  are  to  be  deemed  and  taken 
to  be,  in  a  flute  of  mutiny  and  re¬ 
bellion  :  And,  in  further  purfuancc 
of  the  provifions  of  the  faid  aft, 
we  do  hereby  warn  all  his  Majefty’s 
faitnfui  xubjefts  to  abftain  from  all 
communication  and  in  tercourfe 
with  the  crews  of  the  faid  flops ; 
And  we  do  hereby  notify,  that,  by 
virtue  of  the  faid  aft,  any  perfon 
who  fliall  wilfully  and  advifedly 
have  any  communication  or  inter#* 
courfe,  whether  perfonally  or  by 
letter,  meflage,  or  otherwife,  witli 
the  ci  ew  of  any  01  the  faid  fhips8 
or  with  any  perfon  or  perfons  be- 
ing  part  of  fuch  crew,  or  with  any 
perfon  who  fliall,  after  this  day, 
remain  on  board  any  of  the  faid 
flips,  will,  on  conviftion  thereof, 
be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and 
fuffer  death:  And  alfo,  that  any 
perfon  who  fliall  wilfully  and  ad- 
in  any  manner  fupply  and 
commit  Oi  aluft  fuch  crew,  or  any 
part  thereof,  or  any  perfon  remain¬ 
ing  on  board  any  of  the  faid  fliips, 
after  this  day,  will,  on  conviftion 
thereof,  be  adjudged  guilty  of  fe¬ 
lony,  and  fuffer  death  :  And  alfo, 
that  from  and  after  this  day,  all 
wages  and  other  allowances  pay¬ 
able  to  the  crews  of  the  faid  fliips 
vv]ll  ceafe  and  determine,  ^nd  be 
no  longer  payable;,  and  that  they 
will,  reipeftively,  from  thenceforth, 
forfeit  and  lofe  all  wages,  and  other 
allowances,  unit  all  fhares  of  prizes 
then  due  to  them  refpeftively,  and 
ail  benefits  and  advantages  to  which 
they  might  otherwife  °b*  entitled 
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from  Greenwich  Hofpital,  or  the 
Chef!  at  Chatham,  and  all  other 
benefits  and  advantages  whatfoever 
to  which  they  might  otherwife  be 
entitled,  in  confequence  of  their 
having  ferved  as  feamen  or  marines 
onboard  his  Majeily’s  fhips;  and 
that  all  perfons  voluntarily  remain¬ 
ing  on  board  any  of  the  faid  flxips, 
after  having  had  knowledge  of  this 
declaration,  will,  on  conviction 
thereof,  be  adjudged  guilty  of  pi¬ 
racy  and  felonv,  and  will  funer 
death. 

And  whereas  the  penalties  of  the 
faid  act  do  not  extend  to  fuch  com¬ 
munication  or  intercourfe  with  the 
laid  crews  as  may  be  carried  on  bv 
our  order  or  authority,  or  by  the 
order  and  authority  of  fuch  perfon 
or  perfons  as  may  be  authorized  by 
u's  to  grant  permiffion,  and  give 
directions  in  that  behalf,  we  do 
hereby  notify,  that  we  have  au¬ 
thorized  Charles  Buckner,  Efq. 
Vice-Admiral  of  the  White,  and 
Commanderin  Chief  ofhis  Majefly’s 
flops  and  veflels  in  the  river  Med¬ 
way,  and  at  the  Buoy  of  the  Nore, 
to  hold  Communication  or  inter¬ 
courfe  with  the  faid  crews,  and  to 
grant  permiffion,  and  give  directions 
in  that  behalf.  And  we  do  further 
notify  and  declare,  that  we  are  au- 
fhorized  by  his  Majefty,  in  purlu- 
ance  of  the  faid  a(°r,  to  accept  the 
fub  million  of  the  crew  of  any  of  the 
fhid  thips,  or  of  any  perfon  or  per¬ 
fons  on  board  of  any  fuch  fhips, 
and  to  declare  any  fuch  perfon  or 
perfons  to  have  returned  to  their 
duty,  and  thereupon  to  declare  the 
perfon  or  perfons  whofe  fubmiffion 
fhall  be  fo  accepted,  or  who  fliail  be 
fo  declared  to  have  returned  to 
their  duty,  to  be  exempted  and  re¬ 
lieved  from  all  or  any  of  the  penal¬ 
ties  and  forfeitures  in  the  faid  a d\ 


Given  under  our  Hands  and  the 
Seal  of  fbe  Office  of  Admiral¬ 
ty,  this  7  th  day  of  June, 
1797. 

Spencer,  Ph.  StRphenSj 

Arden,  J.  Gambier, 

Ciia.  S.  Pybus,  W.  Young. 

H.  Seymour, 

By  command  of  their  Lordfhips, 
Evan  Nepean. 

Copy  of  the  Rules  and  Orders  ohferi'ed  by 
the  Sailors  during  the  Mutiny . 

RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

1 .  Every  flip  fiiall  diligently  keep 
a  quarter  watch  ;  and  every  man 
found  below  in  his  watch  fhall  be 
feverelv  punifhed, 

2.  Every  ffiip  fhall  give  three 
cheers,  morning  and  evening. 

3.  No  woman  fhall  be  permitted 
to  go  on  fhore  from  any  fhip  ;  but 
as  many  may  come  in  as  pleafe. 

4.  Any  perfon  attempting  to 
bring  liquor  into  the  fhip,  or  any 
perfon  found  drunk,  fiiall  be  fevere- 
ly  punifhed. 

5.  The  sweated:  attention  to  be 
paid  to  the  officers  orders ;  any 
perfon  failing  in  the  refpedt  due  to 
them,  or  neglecting  their  duty,  fiiall 
be  feverelv  punifhed. 

6.  Every  feaman  and  marine 

fiiall  take  an  oath  of  fidelity,  not 

#  * 

onlv  to  themfelves  but  to  the  fleet 

j 

in  general. 

7.  No  fhip  fhall  lift  their  anchors 
to  proceed  from  this  port,  until  the 
defires  of  the  fleet  be  fatisfied. 

8.  That  there  be  no  liberty  given 
from  fhip  to  fhip  till  all  are  fettled. 

No  private  letters  to  be  ferit  on 
fhore. 


Irish  Parliament. 

Mejfage  delivered  the  1 6th  of  January 
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from  Ins  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

Camden. 

HAVE  it  in  command  from  his 
Majefty  to  acquaint  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  that  his  Majefty  feels 
the  deepeft  regret  that  his  endea¬ 
vours  to  preferve  peace  with  Spain, 
and  to  adjuft  all  matters  in  difcuf- 
fton  with  that  court  by  an  amicable 
negotiation,  have  been  rendered  in¬ 
effectual  by  an  abrupt  and  unpro¬ 
voked  declaration  of  war  on  the  part 
of  the  Catholic  King.  His  Majefty, 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  ftncerely 
laments  this  addition  to  the  calami¬ 
ties  of  war,  already  extending  over 
lo  great  a  part  of  Europe,  has  the 
fatisfaction  to  reflect,  that  nothing 
has  been  omitted  on  his  part  which 
could  contribute  to  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  peace,  on  grounds  confift- 
ent  with  the  honour  of  his  crown 
and  the  interefts  of  his  dominions : 
and  he  trufts  that,  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  Divine  Providence,  the 
ftrmnefs  and  wifdom  of  his  parlia¬ 
ment  will  enable  him  effectually  to 
repel  this  unprovoked  aggreftion, 
and  to  afford  to  all  Europe  an  addi¬ 
tional  proof  of  the  fpirit  and  re- 
fources  of  his  Majefty ’s  kingdoms. 

I  am  alfo  commanded  by  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  his  Majefty  feels 
the  utmoft  concern  that  his  earneft 
endeavours  to  effect  the  reftoration 
of  peace  have  been  unhappily  fruf- 
trated,  and  that  the  negotiation  in 
which  he  was  engaged  has  been 
abruptly  broken  off,  by  the  peremp¬ 
tory  refufal  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  to  treat,  except  upon  a  bafts 
evidently  inadmiftible ;  and  by  their 
having  in  confequence  required  his 
Majefty’s  Plenipotentiary  to  quit 
Paris  within  forty-eight  hours. 

I  have  directed  the  fc.verai  me- 
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morials  and  papers  which  have  been 
exchanged  in  the  courfe  of  the  late 
difeuffion,  and  the  account  tranf- 
mitted  to  his  Majefty  of  its  final  re¬ 
fill  t,  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 
From  thefe  papers  his  Majefty  trufts 
it  will  be  proved  to  the  whole  worlds 
that  his  conduct  has  been  guided 
by  a  fincere  defire  to  effect  the  re¬ 
ftoration  of  peace  upon  principles 
fuited  to  the  relative  fituation  of 
the  belligerent  powers,  and  eften- 
tial  for  the  permanent  interefts  of 
his  kingdoms,  and  the  general  fecu  * 
rity  of  Europe,  whilft  his  enemies 
have  advanced  pretenftons,  at  once 
inconfiftent  with  thofe  objects,  un- 
fupportable  even  on  the  grounds 
on  which  they  were  profeffed  to 
reft,  and  repugnant  both  to  the 
fyftem  eftablifhed  by  repeated  trea¬ 
ties,  and  to  the  principles  and  prac¬ 
tice  which  have  hitherto  regulated 
the  intercourfe  of  independent  na¬ 
tions. 

In  this  fituation  his  Majefty  has 
the  confolation  of  reflecting,  that 
the  continuance  of  the  calamities  of 
war  can  be  imputed  only  to  the  un- 
juft  and  exorbitant  views  of  his 
enemies;  and  his  Majefty,  looking 
forward  with  anxiety  to  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  they  may  be  difpofed 
to  a 61  on  different  principles,  places* 
in  the  mean  time,  the  fulleft  reli¬ 
ance,  under  the  protection  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  on  the  wifdom  and  firm* 
nefs  of  parliament,  on  the  tried 
valour  of  his  forces  by  fea  and  land* 
and  the  zeal,  public  fpirit,  and  re- 
fources  of  his  kingdoms,  for  vigo¬ 
rous  and  effectual  fupport  in  the 
profecution  of  a  conteft  which  it 
does  not  depend  upon  his  Majefty 
to  terminate,  and  which  involves 
in  it  the  fecurity  and  permanent 
interefts  of  this  country,  and  of 
Europe. 

I  fincerelv  congratulate  the  Houfe 
K  '  of 
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of  Commons  upon  the  failure  of 
the  recent  formidable  attempt  of 
the  French  to  invade  his  Majefty’s 
kingdom  of  Ireland.  The  providen¬ 
tial  difperfion  of  their  fquadrons  un¬ 
til  his  Majefty’s  fleets  were  enabled 
to  appear  upon  the  coaft,  cannot 
fail  to  imprefs  fenfations  of  awful 
and  ferious  gratitude  for  fo  fignal 
aninftance  of  Divine  interpolation; 
at  the  fame  time  the  Commons  will 
chenfli  the  fatisfaclory  reflection, 
that  the  delufive  hopes  of  fuccefs 
in  creating  diviHon  and  infurredlion 
in  the  country,  by  which  the  ene¬ 
my  were  infpired,  have  been  total¬ 
ly  difappointed ;  and  that  the  late 
alarm  has  afforded  his  Majefty’s 
fubjecfts  an  opportunity  of  teftify- 
ing,  at  the  hazard  of  their  fortunes 
and  their  lives,  their  invincible  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  mild  government 
of  their  beloved  Sovereign,  and  the 
bleffings  of  their  happy  conftitu- 
tion.  I  have  beheld  with  plealure 
the  zeal  and  alacrity  of  his  Majef- 
ty’s  regular  and  military  forces,  and 
the  prompt  and  honourable  exer¬ 
tions  of  the  yeomanry  corps,  whofe 
decided  utility  has  been  fo  abund¬ 
antly  difplayed ;  while  the  diftin- 
guifhed  fervjces  of  the  moft  re- 
fpectablc  characters  in  forwarding 
the  m;  a  f u res  of  government,  the 
benevolent  attention  fiiown  to  the 
army  bv  all  ranks  and  defcriptions 
ot  perions,  and  the  fpirited  mea¬ 
sures  which  were  taken  to  fupport 
public  credit,  have  made  an  indeli¬ 
ble  impreflion  upon  my  mind.  It 
was  from  this  general  fpirit  of  ani¬ 
mated  and  gallant  loyalty  that  I 
was  infpired  with  a  juft  hope  that, 
had  the  enemy  fucceeded  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  land,  their  career  would 
have  been  terminated  in  total  dis¬ 
comfiture.  I  have  not  failed  to  re- 
pefcai  to  his  Majefty  this  merito- 
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rious  conduct  of  his  faithful  fubjects 
of  Ireland  ;  and  am  expreftly  com¬ 
manded  to  convey  to  them  his  cor¬ 
dial  acknowledgments  and  thanks. 

__  ,  .  .  O 

His  Majefty’s  concern  for  the 
fafety  and  happinefs  of  his  people  has 
been  anxious  and  unceafing;  he  was 
prepared  to  fend  every  requifite  mi¬ 
litary  affiftance  from  Great  Britain. 
And  his  Majefty  is  not  without  hopes 
that  the  formidable  fleet  affembled 
under  the  command  of  Lord  Brid- 
port  for  the  protection  of  this  king¬ 
dom  (the  arrival  of  which  was  only 
obftrufted  by  thofe  adverfe  ftorms 
which  have  proved  fo  deftruCtive 
to  the  prefent  expedition  of  the 
enemy)  may  ftill  fall  in  with  the 
hoftile  fquadron,  and  effefit  their  to¬ 
tal  defeat. 

At  the  fame  time,  however,  his 
Majefty  trufts  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  will  advert  to  the  fttua- 
tion  and  refources  of  the  kingdom 
for  eftablifliing  future  fecurity,  by 
means  proportionable  to  the  daring 
efforts  which  may  be  expected  from 
a  defperate  enemy ;  who  having  re- 
jefted  every  reafonable  propofai  for 
the  reftoration  of  peace,  is  endea¬ 
vouring  to  excite  difaffeftion  among 
his  Majefty’s  fubjefts,  and  to  pro¬ 
pagate  the  principles  of  anarchy  by 
the  fpirit  of  plunder. 

Meffage  fro?n  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  tin 

Houfe  of  Commons ,  on  the  18//;  of 

March ,  1797. 

THE  dangerous  and  daring  out- 
rages  committed  in  many  parts 
of  the  province  of  Ulfter,  evi¬ 
dently  perpetrated  with  a  view  to 
fuperfede  the  law,  and  prevent  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  by  an  or¬ 
ganized  fyftem  of  murder  and  rob¬ 
bery,  have  lately  increafed  to  fo 
alarming  a  degree  in  fonie  parts  of 

that 
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that  province,  as  to  bid  defiance  to 
the  exertions  of  the  civil  power,  and 
to  endanger  the  lives  and  proper¬ 
ties  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjedts  in  that 
part  of  the  kingdom. 

Thefe  outrages  are  encouraged 
and  fupported  by  treafonable  affo- 
ciations  to  overturn  our  happy  con- 
ftitution.  Threats  have  been  held 
out  again  ft  the  lives  of  all  perfons 
who  fliall  venture  to  difcover  fuch 
their  treafonable  intentions.  The 
frequent  treafonable  affemblage  of 
perfons,  and  their  proceeding  by 
threats  and  force  to  difarm  the 
peaceable  inhabitants ;  their  endea¬ 
vours  to  collect  great  quantities  of 
arms  in  obfcure  hiding-places;  their 
aflembling  bv  night  to  exercife  in 
the  practice  of  arms;  their  intimi¬ 
dations,  accompanied  by  the  mod 
horrid  murders,  to  prevent  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  faithful  fubjedts  from  joining 
the  yeomanry  corps  eftablifhed  by 
law;  their  having  fired  on  fome  of 
his  Majefty’s  juftices  of  the  peace, 
and  threatened  with  murder  any 
who  ihould  have  the  fpirit  to  ftand 
forth  in  fupport  of  the  laws,  which 
threats  have  been  recently  exem¬ 
plified;  their  attacks  on  the  milita¬ 
ry,  by  firing  on  them  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  their  duty,  —  have  fo  totally 
bid  defiance  to  the  ordinary  exer¬ 
tions  of  civil  power,  that  I  found 
myfelf  obliged  by  every  tie  of  duty 
to  his  Majefty,  and  of  regard  to  the 
welfare  of  his  faithful  fubjedts,  to 
provide  for  the  public  fafety  by  the 
mod  effectual  and  immediate  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  military  force  entruft-- 
ed  to  me. 

I  have  accordingly  ordered  the 
General  commanding  in  that  pro¬ 
vince,  to  difpofe  of  and  employ  thofe 
troops  under  his  command,  with  the 
alhftance  and  co-operation  of  the 
yeomanry,  to  fupprefs  thefe  out¬ 


rages  ;  and,  by  feizing  upon  all 
arms  and  ammunition,  to  recover 
fuch  as  had  been  traitoroufly  taken 
from  his  Majefty’s  troops  and 
others,  and  more  effectually  to  de¬ 
feat  the  evil  defigns  of  thofe  who 
had  endangered  the  public  fafety* 

I  have  the  fatisfadtion  of  inform¬ 
ing  you,  that  by  the  firm  and  tempe¬ 
rate  conduct  of  the  General,  and  the 
troops  under  him,  and  the  zealous 
co-operation  of  the  yeomanry  corps, 
a  very  confiderable  number  of  arms 
has  been  taken ;  and  I  am  encou¬ 
raged  to  hope  that  a  continuation 
of  the  fame  vigorous  meafures  will 
give  confidence  to  the  well-difpof- 
ed,  and  reftore  to  the  civil  power 
its  conftitutional  authority,  which 
it  has  ever  been  my  with,  and  fhall 
be  my  ftrenuous  endeavour  to  fup¬ 
port  with  energy  and  effedt. 

Meffage  delivered  on  the  11/7/  of  A jiril% 
1797 , from  the fame. 

Camden. 

Gentlemen, 

IN  purfuance  of  the  refolution 
entered  into  by  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  on  the  1ft  of  March,  1797, 
for  railing  towards  the  fupply  grant¬ 
ed  to  his  Majefty  the  fum  of 
3,395,6971.  upon  the  terms  therein 
mentioned,  I  have  given  fuch  di- 

O 

regions  as  appeared  to  me  molt 
proper  to  carry  the  fame  into  exe¬ 
cution  ;  and  I  am  forry  to  inform 
you  <hat  it  is  found,  after  the  mo  ft 
diligent  endeavours  exerted  for  the 
purpofe,  that  the  fum  intended  to 
be  raifed  by  the  faid  refolution  can¬ 
not  be  obtained  according  to  the 
terms  thereof.  I  therefore  thought 
it  incumbent  on  me  that  this  Houfe 
fhould  be  made  acquainted  there¬ 
with,  not  doubting  that  the  Cora- 
R  2  mons 
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mons  of  Ireland,  attentive  to  the 
honour  of  his  Majeity’s  govern - 
ment,  and  to  the  fafety  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  will  take  fuch  meafures  as  fliall 
be  mod:  prudent  to  carry  the  in¬ 
tention  of  that  falutary  refolution 
in  effedh  C. 

Mejfage  delivered  on  die  29  th  of  Ajirily 
17  97, from  die  fame » 

Camden. 

UPON  information  of  the  meet¬ 
ings  of  certain  perfons,  Ityling 
themfelves  United  Irifhmen,  for 
Jthe  purpofe  of  concerting  plans  for 
the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution, 
and  of  the  eifablifhed  government 
of  this  kingdom,  two  committees 
in  the  town  of  Belfaft  have  been 
arretted,  and  their  papers  feized: 
they  contain  matter  of  fo  much  im- 
ortance  to  the  public  welfare,  that 
have  dire  died  them  to  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Houfe  of  Commons;- and  I 
recommend  it  to  them  to  take  the 
fame  into  their  ferious  confidera- 
tion.  I  thall,  in  the  mean  time, 
purfue  thofe  meafures  which  have 
received  your  tandtion  and  appro¬ 
bation  with  unremitting  vigour, 
and  employ  the  force  entru'fted  to 
me  in  the  moft  efficient  manner  for 
the  protection  of  his  Majefiy’s 
faithful  fubjedts  again#  all  treason¬ 
able  defigns,  and  for  bringing  to 
condign  punifhment  thofe  who  arc 
endeavouring  to  overturn  the  con¬ 
futation,  and  betray  this  country 
into  the  hands  of  her  enemies. 

Proclamation  by  General  Lade* 
Belfaft  M arch  13,  1797. 

WHEREAS  the  daring  and  hor¬ 
rid  outrages  in  many  parts  of  this 
province,  evidently  perpetrated 
with  a  view-  to  fuperfede  the  laws 
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and  the  adminiffration  of  jufHce 
by  an  organized  fyftem  of  murder 
and  robbery,  have  increafed  to  fuch 
an  alarming  degree  as,  from  their 
atrocity  and  extent,  to  bid  defiance 
to  the  civil  power,  and  to  endanger 
the  lives  and  properties  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  faithful fubjedts.  And  where- 
as,  the  better  to  effedt  their  traitor¬ 
ous  purpofes,  feveral  perfons  have 
been  enrolled  under  the  authority 
of  his  Majefty’s  commiffions,  and- 
others  have  been  forcibly  and  trai- 
toroufly  deprived  of  their  arms  j 
it  is  therefore  become  indifpenfably 
neceftary,  for  the  fafety  and  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  well-difpofed,  to  inter- 
pofe  the  King’s  troops  under  my 
command*,  and  I  do  hereby  give 
notice,  that  I  have  received  autho¬ 
rity  and  directions  to  adt  in  fuch 
manner  as  the  public  fafety  may 
require.  I  do  therefore  hereby  en¬ 
join  and  require  all  perfons  in  this 
diftridt  (peace-officers  and  thofe 
ferving  in  a  military  capacity  ex¬ 
cepted)  forthwith  to  bring  in  and 
furrender  up  all  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  which  they  may  have  in  their 
poffieffion,  to  the  officer  command¬ 
ing  the  King’s  troops  in  their  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  I  trail  that  an  immedi¬ 
ate  compliance  with  this  order  may- 
render  any  act  of  mine  to  enforce 
it  unnecefiary.  Let  the  people  fe- 
rioufly  reflect,  before  it  is  too  late* 
on  the  ruin  into  which  they  are 

j 

milling ;  —  let  them  refiedt  upon 
their  prelent  profperity,  and  the 
miferies  in  which  they  will  inevita¬ 
bly  be  involved  by  perfifting  in  adts 
ofpofitive  rebellion.  Let  them  in- 
ftantly,  by  furrendering  up  their 
arms,  and  by  reftoring  thofe  trai¬ 
torously  taken  from  the  King’s 
forces,  reicue  themfelves  from  the 
feverity  of  military  authority.  Let 
all  the  loyal  and  well  iatentioned 

adb 
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'  aft  together  with  energy  and  fpirit, 
in  enforcing  fubordination  to  the 
laws,  and  reftoring  tranquillity  in 
their  refpeftive  neighbourhoods, 
and  they  may  be  allured  of  pro- 
teftion  and  fupport  from  me.  And 
I  do  hereby  invite  all  perfons  who 
are  enabled  to  give  information 
touching  arms  or  ammunition  which 
may  be  concealed,  immediately  to 
communicate  the  fame  to  the  feve- 
ral  officers  commanding  his  Majef- 
ty’s  forces  in  their  refpeftive  dif- 
trifts;  and,  for  their  encourage¬ 
ment  and  reward,  I  do  hereby  pro- 
mife  and  engage  that  thrift  and  in¬ 
violate  fecrecy  fhall  be  obferved 
with  refpeft  to  ail  perfons  who  fhall 
make  fuch  communications ;  and 
that  every  perfon  who  fhall  make 
it,  fhall  receive  as  a  reward  the  full 
value  of  all  fuch  arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition  as  fhall  be  feized  in  con¬ 
sequence  thereof. 

Signed  by  G.  Lake, 

Lieutenant  General, 
Commanding  the  Northern 
Diftrift. 

Proclamation  of  Lord  Cavan . 

WHEREAS  I  have  thought  it 
expedient,  during  the  prefent  dis¬ 
turbed  date  of  the  country  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  this  town,  to  give 
orders  that  the  gates  of  this  garri- 
fon  fhall  be  locked  every  night, 
from  the  hour  of  eleven  till  day¬ 
light  of  the  following  morning,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  no  perfon  or  per¬ 
fons  will  be  permitted  to  have  either 
ingrefs  or  egrefs  but  on  fpecial  af¬ 
fairs,  or  on  the  public  fervice.  This 
regulation  to  commence  on  Thurf- 
dav  evening,  the  23d  inftant ;  and 
in  order  that  no  perfon  may  plead 
ignorance  of  the  confequences  of 
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attempting  to  fcale  the  walls,  I  have 
given  particular  orders  that  the  fen- 
tries  fliould  immediately  fire  at  any 
perfon  fo  attempting. 

(Signed)  Cavan, 

Brigadier  General, 
Commanding  at  Londonderry, 

Lord  Bellamonfs  Protef  on  the  SuhjeLl 
of  General  Lake’s  Proclamation. 

Dissentient. 

BECAUSE  I  confider  it  to  be 
the  pointed  duty  of  the  Peers,  as 
hereditary  counfellors  of  the  King, 
and  of  his  Majefly’s  reprefentative 
in  this  kingdom,  but  moft  efpeci- 
ally  the  duty  of  fuch  as  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  Majefly’s  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil,  to  take  good  care  that  the  juft 
influence  and  high  authority  of  his 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s 
name  be  not  brought  forward  to  the 
public  in  order  to  cover  error  in 
any  man,  whatever  may  be  his  rank, 
charafter,  or  department  in  the 
date.  The  nature,  magnitude,  and 
impreffion  of  the  prefent  fubjeft 
upon  the  public  mind,  moil  emi¬ 
nently  demands  the  facred  perform¬ 
ance  of  this  duty— -info much  that  I 
fliould  confider  myfelf  unworthy  of 
the  high  offices  of  trufl  and  honour 
which  the  goodnefs  of  the  bed  of 
Kings  has  from  time  to  time  mod  gra- 
cioufiy  conferred  upon  me,  if  I  were 
not  at  all  times  regardlefs  of  the  con¬ 
fequences  as  to  myfelf,  ready  to  band 
forth  between  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  mifreprefen- 
tation  or  mifconception.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  legality  or  illegality  of 
the  proclamation  alluded  to  in  the 
above  amendment  propofed  by  me, 
if  any  man  at  this  day  entertains  a 
doubt  upon  the  fubjeft,  I  refer  any 
Xuch  perfon  .or  perfons  to  the  opi- 
R  3  nions 
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nions  of  fome  of  the  moll  authentic 
and  '  efponlible  lawyers  in  this  king¬ 
dom,  delivered  in  the  molt  delibe¬ 
rate,  foiemn,  and  public  manner. 

(Signed)  Bellamont. 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of 
Ireland. — A  Proclamation. 

Camden. 

WHEREAS  there  exifts  with¬ 
in  this  kingdom  a  feditious  and 
traiterous  confpiracy,  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  perfons  ftyling  themfelves 
United  Irilhmen,  for  the  fubverlion 
of  the  authority  of  his  Majefty  and 
the  parliament,  and  the  deftrudrion 
of  the  eftablifhed  conftitution  and 
government :  And  whereas,  for  the 
execution  of  fucli  their  wicked  de- 
fign,  they  have  planned  means  of 
open  violence,  and  formed  fecret 
arrangements  for  railing,  arming, 
and  paying  a  difciplined  force ;  and, 
in  furtherance  of  their  purpotes, 
have  frequently  affembled  in  great 
and  unufual  numbers,  under  the 
colourable  pretence  of  planting  or 
digging  potatoes,  attending  fune¬ 
rals,  and  the  like,  and  have  fre¬ 
quently  affembled  in  large  armed 
bodies,  and  plundered  of  arms  the 
houfes  of  many  of  his  Majefty’s 
loyal  fubj erics  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  and  cut  down  and 
carried  away  great  numbers  of  trees, 
wherewith  to  make  handles  for 
pikes  and  other  offenfive  weapons, 
to  arm  their  traitorous  aflociates; 
and  have  audacioufly  attempted  to 
difarm  the  diftridf  of  yeomanry 
corps,  enrolled  under  his  Majefry’s 
commiftion  for  the  defence  of  the 
realm,  and  even  fired  upon  feveral 
bodies  of  his- Majefty’s  forces  when 
attempting  to  quell  their  miurrec- 
tibn  ;  and  it  is  therefore  now  be¬ 
come  ncceffary  to  ufe  the  utmoft 
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powers  with  which  government  is 
by  law  entrufted  for  the  fupprefiion 
of  fuch  traitorous  attempts  :  And 
whereas  the  exertions  of  the  civil 
power  have  proved  ineffectual  for 
the  fuppreflion  of  the  aforefaid  trai¬ 
torous  and  wicked  confpiracy,  and 
for  the  protection  of  the  lives  and 
properties  of  his  Majefty’s  faithful 
fubjects,  — 

Now  we,  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy 
Council,  having  determined,  as  far 
as  in  us  lies,  to  fupprefs  fuch  daring 
attempts,  and  at  the  fame  time  de- 
firous  to  prevent  the  well-difpofed 
or  milled  from  falling  into  the  dan¬ 
gers  to  which  ignorance  or  incau  - 
tion  may  expofe  them,  do  by  this 
our  proclamation  forewarn  all  fuch 
to  abltain  from  entering  into  the  laid 
traitorous  focieties  of  United  Irifh- 
men,  or  any  of  them,  and  from  re¬ 
ferring  to  their  meetings,  and  adting 
under  their  directions  or  influence, 
or  taking  or  adhering  to  any  of 
their  declarations  or  engagements, 
and  from  fuffering  them  to  affemble 
in  their  houfes,  or  in  any  manner 
harbouring  them. 

And  we  do  ftridlly  charge  and 
command,  on  their  allegiance,  all 
perfons  having  knowledge  or  in¬ 
formation  of  the  meetings  of  the 
laid  focieties,  or  any  of  them,  to 
give  immediate  information  thereof 
to  fome  of  his  Majefty’s  juftices  of 
the  peace,  or  to  fome  officer  of  his 
Majefty’s  forces  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  place  where  fuch  meet¬ 
ing  is  intended.  And  we  do  fore¬ 
warn  all  perfons  from  tumultuous 
or  unlawful  affembiies,  or  from 
meeting  in  any  unufual  numbers, 
under  the  plaufible  or  colourable 
pretence  aforefaid,  or  any  other 
whatloever. 

And  we  caution  his  Majefty’s 

loyal 
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loyal  and  loving  fubjedls,  whenever 

fuch  aifemblies  fhall  happen,  or 

that  they  receive  notice  from  any 
>  •* 

magiftrates,  or  from  the  officers 
commanding  any  body  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  forces,  to  keep  quietly  with¬ 
in  their  dwellings,  to  the  end  that 
the  well  -  difpofed  may  avoid  the 
mifchiefs  which  the  guilty  may  bring 
upon  themfelves. 

And  it  has  become  neceflarv, 
from  the  circumflances  before  men¬ 
tioned,  to  employ  the  military  force 
with  wfiich  we  are  by  law  eniruft- 
ed,  for  the  immediate  fappreffion 
of  fiich  rebellious  and  traitorous  at¬ 
tempts  now  making  againfl  the 
peace  and  dignity  6f  the  crown, 
and  the  fafety  of  the  lives  and 
properties  of  his  Majefly’s  loyal 
fubjedfs.  We  have  therefore  iffued 
the  moit  diredt  and  effectual  orders 
to  all  officers  commanding  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  troops,  by  the  exertions  of 
their  utmofl  force,  to  fupprefs  the 
fame,  and  to  oppofe  with  their  full 
power  all  fuch  as  fhall  refill  them  in 
the  execution  of  their  duty. 

And  we  do  hereby  ftridtly  charge 
and  command  all  our  officers,  civil 
and  military,  and  all  other  of  his 
Majefly’s  loving  fubjedts,  to  ufe 
their  utmofl  endeavours  to  difeover 
all  pikes,  pike-heads,  concealed 
guns  and  fwords,  offenfive  weapons, 
or  ammunition  of  any  kind  what- 
foever.  And  we  do  hereby  charge 
and  command  all  perfons  having  in 
their  cuftody  pikes,  pike -heads,  or 
concealed  guns,  fwords,  offenfive 
weapons,  or  ammunition  of  any 
kind  whatever,  to  deliver  up  the 
fame  to  fome  magiflrate  or  officer 
of  his  Majefly’s  troops,  as  they  fiiall 
anfwer  to  the  contrary  at  their  pe¬ 
ril.  And  we  do  hereby  flridlly 
charge  and  command  all  officers, 
pivil  and  military,  and  ail  other  his 
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Majefly’s  faithful  fubjedls,  to  be 
aiding  "and  abiding  in  fupprefimg 
all  traitorous,  tumultuous,  and  un¬ 
lawful  affemblies,  and  in  bringing 
to  punifhment  ail  perfons  diflurb- 
ing,  or  attempting  to  did  mb,  the 
public  peace. 

And  whereas  we  have  reafon  to 
hope  that  many  of  his  Majefly’s 
fubjects  who  have  joined  the  faid 
traitorous  fccieties,  have  dorm  fo 
without  being  apprized  of  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  their  crimes,  and  others  from 
intimidation,  and  that  fuch  may  be 
willing  to  return  to  their  allegiance : 
Now  we  being  derhous  to  extend 
his  Majefly’s  pardon  to  all  fuch  as 
are  fenfibie  of  their  errors,  and  will¬ 
ing  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  do 
hereby  promife  his  Majefly’s  par¬ 
don  to  all  fuch  perfons  fo  feduced 
or  intimidated,  as  have  taken  an 
engagement  to  the  faid  focieties,  or 
any  of  them,  who  fhall,  on  or  be¬ 
fore  the  twenty-fourth  day  cf  June 
next,  furrender  themfelves  to  any 
of  his  Majelly’s  juflices  of  the  peace9 
being  of  the  quorum,  of  the  coun¬ 
ties  in  which  they  fhall  refpedlive- 
lv  refide,  and  take  the  oath  of  alle¬ 
giance,  and  enter  into  fufficient  re¬ 
cognizance  vvith  two  fufficient  fure- 
ties,  if  fureties  fhall  be  required  by 
the  magiflrate  before  whom  fuch 
recognizance  fhall  be  acknowledge- 
ed  (which  recognizance  every  fuch 
magiflrate  is  hereby  required  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  next  general  fefiibn  of 
the  peace,  or  affixes,  to  be  hoiden. 
in  and  for  the  county  in  which  fuch 
recognizance  fhall  be  taken  refpec- 
tively)  to  be  of  the  peace  and  good 
behaviour  for  the  (pace  of  feven 
years,  fave  and  except  all  fiich  as 
have  been  guilty  of  mtirder,  confpi* 
racy  of  murder,  burglary,  burning 
of  houfes,  corn  or  hay,  flacks  of 
draw  or  turf,  malicioufly  digging 
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up,  or  injuring  or  deftroving  any 
potatoes,  flax  or  hemp,  rape  or  corn 
of  any  kind,  planted  or  lowed,  or 
deftroying  meadows  or  hay,  maim¬ 
ing  or  houghing  of  cattle,  adminif- 
tering,  or  caufing  to  be  adminifler- 
ed,  any  unlawful  oath  or  engage¬ 
ment  to  any  of  his  Majefty’s  forces 
of  any  defcription,  or  inciting  or 
encouraging  any  perfon  to  commit 
any  of  the  aforefaid  offences  re- 
fpeCHvely,  and  fare  and  except  all 
perfons  now  in  cuflody. 

Given  at  the  Council-Chamber 
in  Dublin,  the  17th  day  of 
May,  1797. 

GOD  SAVE  TEE  RING. 

The  Lord  Lieutenant' s  Speech  on  pro¬ 
roguing  the  Parliament,  on  the  3d  of 
July,  1797. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  the  fatisfa&ion  of  being 
length  enabled  to  relieve  you 
from  your  laborious  attendance  in 
parliament,  and  am  commanded  by 
his  Majefly  to  exprefs  the  juft  fenfe 
he  entertains  of  that  firm  temper 
and  vigorous  determination  which 
you  have  uniformly  manifefted  in 
fupporting  his  Majefty’s  govern¬ 
ment,  and  protecting  our  happy 
conftitution  from  the  attempts  of 
every  foreign  and  domeftic  enemy. 
I  have  much  pleafure  in  announc¬ 
ing  to  you,  that  the  Britifh  parlia¬ 
ment  has  paired  aCts  for  abolifhing 
the  bounty  on  fail-cloth  exported 
to  Ireland,  and  for  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  cambric  from  all 
countries  except  this  kingdom. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  am  to  thank  you,  in  his  Majef¬ 
ty’s  name,  for  your  unanimity  in 
voting  the  extraordinary  fupplies 


which  the  public  exigencies  de¬ 
manded.  However  unprecedented 
thofe  fupplies  have  been  in  extent, 
and  however  difficult  they  may  have 
been  rendered,  from  the  hate  of 
public  credit,  you  have  wifely  at¬ 
tended  to  the  fuperior  confideration 
of  national  fafety.  Such  an  exer¬ 
tion  is  the  fureft  proof  that  you  are 
truly  fenfible  of  the  invaluable  blefT- 
ings  which  we  are  contending  to 
preferve,  and  that  the  bed:  means 
of  effecting  an  honourable  peace, 
and  of  reftoring  all  the  comforts  of 
tranquillity,  are,  by  difplaying  at 
once  your  determination  and  your 
power,  and  convincing  your  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  extent  of  your  refources 
as  well  as  of  the  fteadinefs  of  your 
courage.  The  ready  affiftance 
which  has  been  received  from  the 
filter  kingdom  in  facilitating  the 
loan  of  the  year,  whilft  it  is  a  fure 
demonftration  of  her  friendly  cor¬ 
diality,  cannot  fail  to  ffiew  how  in- 
feparable  are  the  mutual  interefts 
of  the  two  kingdoms,  and  how  ne- 
ceffary  their  connection  is  for  their 
mutual  profperity.  Your  humani¬ 
ty  in  directing  your  attention  to 
the  prefent  diftrefs  among  the  ma¬ 
nufacturers,  does  not  lefs  command 
my  approbation  than  your  prudence 
in  the  mode  of  conveying  relief,  by 
increafing  the  means  of  their  em¬ 
ployment. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  powers  with  which  you  en- 
trufted  me  by  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
habeas  corpus  aCt,  have  enabled  me 
to  bring  to  light  and  to  difconcert 
the  formidable  and  fecret  confpira- 
cy  which  had  been  formed  for  the 
total  overthrow  of  vour  eftablifh- 
ments,  the  deftruCtion  of  property, 
and  the  diffolution  of  government. 
This  confpirac.y  has  been  fo  fully 
unfolded  by  your  wifdom,  that  it 

can 
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can  no  longer  fpread  itfelf  under 
the  infidious  pretence  which  it  had 
artfully  affumed  of  improving  the 
conftitution.  In  the  measures, 
whether  of  vigilance  or  of  coercion, 
which  you  have  recommended  for 
its  extindtion,  I  fhall  not  relax.  It 
will  be  my  temper  to  ftudy  the  ne- 
ceftary  a£ts  of  feverity  and  rigour 
by  conciliatory  offers  of  clemency 
and  pardon,  to  exhort  the  infatuat¬ 
ed  and  deluded  to  abandon  their 
deceivers,  and  to  fummon  the  guil¬ 
ty  to  repentance  ;  but  at  the  lame 
time  it  is  and  will  be  my  fixed  pur- 
pofe  to  proceed  with  vigour  again!! 
thofe  who,  regardlefs  of  every 
warning  and  admonition,  fhall  con¬ 
tinue  their  defperate  efforts  to  in¬ 
volve  this  fiourifhing  country  in  all 
the  horrors  of  infurredlion  and  in- 
vafion,  of  bloodfhed,  and  of  anarchy. 
I  have  already  the  fatisfadlion  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  that  great  numbers, 
who  had  been  unfortunately  feduc- 
ed,  have  returned  to  a  fenfe  of  du¬ 
ty,  and  been  admitted  to  his  Majef- 
ty’s  clemency:  and  I  trull  that,  by 
perfeverance  and  energy,  every 
veflige  of  dilaffeftion  will  be  effac¬ 
ed,  and  univerfally  give  way  to  the 
return  of  that  fpirit  of  loyalty  which 
has  fo  long  been  the  diflinguilhed 
charafteriftic  of  this  kingdom.  I 
cannot  omit  to  congratulate  you  on 
the  unimpaired  lullre  of  that  fpirit 
which  fo  confpicuoudy  fhone  forth 
when  the  enemy’s  fleet  appeared  on 
ourcoalls;  nor  can  I  too  often  repeat 
my  full  fenfe  of  your  wifdom  in  the 
eftablifhment  of  diftridf  corps.  I 
have  the  moft  fatisfadlory  accounts 
of  their  improvement  in  difcipline, 
as  well  as  of  their  exertions  in  quell¬ 
ing  and  preventing  infurredlion; 
and  I  have  myfelf  witneffed  the  un¬ 
exampled  exertions,  good  conduit, 
and  military  appearance  of  the 
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corps  of  the  metropolis,  whofe  mi¬ 
ce  all  ng  and  unwearied  vigilance,  at 
a  molt  important  crilis,  checked 
every  attempt  to  produce  confufion 
by  riot  and  tumult,  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  deltroyed  the  hopes  of  our 
enemies,  and  reltored  confidence  to 
the  country  in  general.  Your  ju¬ 
dicious  augmentation  of  pay  to  his 
Majelty’s  regular  and  militia  forces* 
which  mult  render  their  lituation  fo 
highly  comfortable,  is  at  once  a  fea- 
fo nable  and  honourable  acknow¬ 
ledgement  of  their  Iteadinefs  and 
loyalty.  The  traitorous  efforts 
which  have  been  made  to  entice 
them  from  their  allegiance,  have 
had  a  fatal  effefit  in  a  few  lamenta¬ 
ble  examples.  I  trull,  however, 
they  have  excited  in  the  minds  of 
others  fo  timely  a  repentance,  and 
in  the  reft  fuch  indignation  and  ab¬ 
horrence,  that  no  future  danger  can 
be  apprehended.  Your  wife  infti- 
tution  of  a  linking  fund,  in  the 
midft  of  financial  difficulties,  cannot 
be  too  much  applauded,  and  ’will 
prevent  any  ruinous  depreciation  of 
fund-ftock  ;  and,  being  eftablilhed 
before  the  national  debt  has  accu¬ 
mulated  to  any  opprellive  magni¬ 
tude,  will  tend  to  prevent  its  be¬ 
coming  dangerous -a  meafure  fo 
truly  calculated  for  preferving  the 
refources  of  the  ftate,  and  fupport- 
ing  public  credit,  mult  fecure  to  you 
the  gratitude  of  an  enlightened  peo¬ 
ple.  His  Majefty  is  exerting  eve¬ 
ry  proper  effort  to  produce  a  fpee- 
dy  and  fecure  peace.  It  will  be 
our  duty  to  affift  thofe  efforts,  by 
convincing  our  enemies,  from  the 
ftate  of  our  preparation,  and  the 
unanimity  of  our  fpirit,  that  they 
can  hope  for  no  advantage  by  pro¬ 
longing  the  calamities  of  war. 
Wherever  your  abilities,  your  in¬ 
fluence,  and  exertions,  can  be  molt 
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advantageoufly  employed  on  your 
return  to  vour  feveval  counties,  I 
am  confident  they  will  be  molt  con- 
i'picuoufly  difplayed.  A  conftant 
intercom fe  with  your  immediate 
neighbourhood  muff  give  you  the 
opportunity  of  affording  to  the 
people  both  affiflance  and  example, 
of  reclaiming  thereby  the  deluded 
and  ill-difpofed,  and  confirming  the 
well-affected  in  their  duty  and  al¬ 
legiance.  A  forward  fpirit  of  loy¬ 
alty,  which  in  mofi  parts  of  the 
kingdom  has  fuccefs fully  checked 
the  progrefs  of  treafon,  will  be 
ftrengthened  and  diffufed  by  your 
prefence  and  exertions.  It  will  be 
my  ambition  to  fecond  your  activi¬ 
ty  and  zeal,  and  to  co-operate  with 
your  efforts  for  reftoring  the  tran¬ 
quillity  and  profperity  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  *  We  have  a  common  and  fa- 
cred  caufe  to  defend,  —  the  inde¬ 
pendence  and  conftitution  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  from  which 
both  kingdoms  have  derived  innu¬ 
merable  bleffmgs  under  his  Majef- 
ty’s  aufpicious  reign.  They  were 
purchafed  by  the  deareft  blood  of 
your  anceftors  in  a  crifis  not  lefs 
formidable  than  the  prefent.  I 
truft  we  fliall  not  fail  to  imitate 
their  great  example  ;  and  that  we 
fhall  be  enabled,  by  fimilar  courage 
and  continued  firmnefs,  to  tranfmit 
to  our  polferity  inviolate,  that  in¬ 
valuable  inheritance  which  their 
valour  refcued,  and  their  perfeve- 
rance  preferved. 


Extraff from  the  Regifer  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Diredory. 

Parity  29th  Eruftidor. 

THE  Executive  Directory,  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  million  of  Mr. 
Wickham  to  the  Helvetic  Cantons 


has  no  reference  whatever  to  th£ 
refpeftive  interefts  of  England  and 
Switzerland;  and  that  his  foie  ob¬ 
ject  is  to  excite  and  encourage  plots 
again#  the  internal  and  external  fe* 
curity  of  the  French  Republic, 
charge  Citizen  Mingaud  to  invite 
and  require  the  government  of  the 
canton  of  Berne,  and  alfo  the  other 
Helvetic  cantons,  if  neceffary,  to 
give  directions  for  Mr.  Wickham’s 
immediate  departure  from  the  ter¬ 
ritories  of  Switzerland. 

(Signed)  Re  velliere  Lepaux, 
Prefident, 

Lagarde,  Sec.  Gen. 

Rep  ly  of  the  Canton  of  Berne. 

THE  Republic  of  Berne,  always 
holding  in  the  higheft  eftimation 
the  good  intentions  of  the  French 
Republic,  has  taken  into  mature 
confederation  the  note  tranfmitted 
to  them  by  Citizen  Mingaud,  in  the 
name  of  the  Executive  Directory 
of  the  French  Republic. 

They  have  to  remark  that,  for 
nearly  a  century  paft,  Britifh  agents 
have  uniformly  refided  in  Switzer¬ 
land  ;  and  that  Mr.  Wickham, 
whofe  departure  from  Switzerland 
is  required  by  the  Executive  Direc¬ 
tory,  being  accredited  to  all  the 
fiates  of  the  Helvetic  confederacy 
as  Minifter  Plenipotentiary,  the 
Republic  of  Berne  cannot  decide 
feparately  on  a  fubjedt  which  fo  ef- 
fentiaily  involves  the  rights  of 
others,  and  the  neutrality  of  the 
Helvetic  Body,  as  declared  and  re- 
cognifed  by  all  the'  powers  now  at 
war. 

The  government  of  Berse,  al¬ 
ways  employed  in  maintaining  har¬ 
mony  and  good  underflanding  with 
France  and  the  other  belligerent 
powers,  fubmits  the  above  confide- 
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rations  to  the  wifdom  and  good 
fenfe  of  the  Executive  Diredory, 
aiTuring  the  Directory,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  Government  of 
Berne,  in  concert  with  the  co¬ 
llates,  will  lofe  no  time  in  coming 
to  a  refolution  Suitable  to  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  Subject,  fhould  the 
Executive  Directory  deem  it  expe¬ 
dient  to  addrefs  itfelf  to  this  effect 
to  the  laudable  Helvetic  Body. 

(Signed)  Mo r lot,  Chancellor. 

Berne,  Q fi.  11  th%  1797. 

Note  of  Mr.  Wickham,  delivered  to  the 

Helvetic  Body  on  his  Recall. 

Frankfort ,  Nov.  22,  1797. 

Magnificent  and  powerful  Lords, 

ALTHOUGH  your  Lordfhips 
have  not  communicated  to  me  the 
demand  which  the  Executive 
Directory  of  France  lately  made  to 
you  concerning  my  million,  I  could 
not,  however,  be  ignorant  of  what 
was  notorious  to  all  Switzerland, 
and  I  in  confequence  deemed  it  my 
duty  to  communicate  itto  my  court, 
not  omitting,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
point  out  the  infulting  manner  in 
which  it  was  transmitted  to  your 
Lordfhips.  In  the  whole  of  this 
tranfadion,  which  attacks  alike  the 
law  of  nations  and  your  ancient 
dignity  and  independence,  the 
King  has  not  failed  to  obferve  the 
perfidious  intention  of  diffolving 
the  ties  of  friendfhip  which  have  at 
all  times  attached  his  Majefty  to 
your  ftates,  and  the  premeditated 
plan  of  undermining  the  very  foun¬ 
dations  of  your  confederacy.  Per- 
Suaded  of  this  truth,  his  Majefty 
(who,  in  fending  his  Minifter  into 
Switzerland,  wifhed  to  give  a 

proof  of  his  good-will  and  friend- 
*  o 


Snip  towards  you)  will  not  allow 
his  refidence  there  to  Serve  as  a 
pretext  to  thehoftiie  projects  of  a 
neighbour,  whole  ambition  refpeds 
neither  juftice  nor  the  laws  of  So¬ 
vereignty,  and  who  is  aduated  with, 
no  other  defire  than  to  introduce 
into  your  happy  countries  that  de- 
flrudive  fyftem,  from  which,  by 
the  help  of  Divine  Providence,  you 
have  been  hitherto  enabled  to  pra¬ 
ted  them.  The  King  has  in  confo* 
quence  Signified  his  commands, 
that  his  whole  million  fhould  with¬ 
draw  from  your  territories  without 
lofs  of  time.  —  In  communicating 
this  refolution  to  your  Lordfhips,, 

I  have  the  King’s  exprefs  commands 
to  affure  you,  that  it  is  dictated,  by 
no  other  motive  than  his  anxious 
Solicitude  for  the  preservation  of 
your  tranquillity;  and  that  your 
Lordfhips  may  fully  rely  on  a  con¬ 
tinuance  of  that  good-will  and 
friendfhip  which  have  ever  formed 
the  bafis  of  his  Majefty’s  condud 
in  all  his  tranfadions  with  your 
States. —I  eagerly  embrace  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  exprefs  to  you  indivi¬ 
dually,  my  acknowledgements  for 
the  manner  in  which  your  Lord¬ 
fhips  have  been  pleafed  to  receive 
me  during  my  million,  and  my  re¬ 
gret  at  being  no  longer  the  organ 
of  the  benevolent  Sentiments  of  my 
Sovereign  towards  you. — In  offer¬ 
ing  up  my  fincerefl  prayers  for  the 
profperity  and  tranquillity  of  your 
States,  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  the  higheft  confideration, 
Magnificent  and  powerful  Lords, 
"(Signed)  W.  Wickham* 

Anfwcr  of  the  Helvetic  Body  to  the 
Note  which  Mr.  Wickham,  the  Fry- 
Ijh  M infer,  jirefenled  at  his  L> 
harture. 

£rne,: 
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Berne,  December  26,  1797. 

Sir, 

YOUR  obliging  letter  of  the  22d 
ultimo,  has  communicated  to  us 
his  Britannic  Majefty  5s  refolu- 
tion  to  recall  the  whole  of  his 
million  to  the  Helvetic  Body.  We 
are  informed,  at  the  fame  time,  of  the 
particular  motives  which  have  in¬ 
duced  his  Majefly  to  take  this  Hep. 
While  we  lament  that  the  circum- 
ftances  are  fuch  as  not  to  allow  his 
Majefly  to  continue  his  million 
amongft  us,  and  much  as  we  feel  the 
lofs  of  a  minifter  from  whom  we 
have  received  fo  many  convincing 
proofs  of  the  intereft  he  has  taken 
in  the  welfare  of  our  Federal  Re¬ 
public  during  his  relidence  in  this 
country,  it  affords  us  the  greatell 
fatisfadlion  to  find  from  your  letter, 
that  his  Majefty ’s  generous  folici- 
tude  for  the  tranquillity  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  Helvetic  Body  at  large, 
and  of  our  ftate  in  particular,  has 
been  the  foie  motive  that  has  actu¬ 
ated  his  Majefly  in  forming  this 
determination.  We  are  gratefully 
fenlible  of  the  affiirances  which  you 
have  given  us,  in  his  Majefly ’s 
name,  of  his  friendly  fentiments 
and  good-will  towards  us;  and  we 
avail  ourfelves  of  this  opportunity 
to  recommend  our  Republic  to  the 
further  continuance  of  his  Majefty’s 
favour.  We  beg  you,  Sir,  to  be 
jaftured,  that  we  fliall  profit  of  every 
opportunity,  with  pleafure,  to  con¬ 
vince  you  of  the  warm  efteem  to 
which  your  conduCl,  during  your 
relidence  in  this  town,  has  given 
you  the  ftrongeft  claims,  and  with 
which  we  have  the  pleafure  to  re¬ 
main,  Sir,  your  moll  devoted 

Advoyer  and  Council  of  the 
Town  and  Republic 
of  Berne. 


Treaty  of  Navigation  and  Commerce  he~ 
tween  his  Britannic  Majefly  and  the 
Fmkeror  of  RuJJia ,  Jigned  at  Saint 
Beterflburgh ,  February  10-21,  1797. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Moll  Holy 
and  undivided  Trinity. 

IS  Majefty  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  and  his  Majefty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias,  already 
united  by  the  ties  of  the  molt  inti¬ 
mate  alliance;  and  having  it  equal¬ 
ly  at  heart  to  cement  more  and 
more  the  good  correfpondence 
which  fubfifts  between  them  and 
their  refpeCtive  kingdoms,  and,  as 
much  as  it  is  in  their  power,  to 
make  the  reciprocal  commerce  be¬ 
tween  their  fubjefts  profper,  have 
judged  it  proper  to  colleCf  under 
one  point  of  view,  and  to  fix  the 
reciprocal  rights  aud  duties  upon 
which  they  have  agreed  among!! 
themfelves,  in  order  to  encourage 
and  facilitate  the  mutual  exchanges 
betwixt  the  two  nations.  In  confe- 
quence  of  which,  and  in  order 
without  delay  to  proceed  to  the 
perfection  of  fo  falutary  a  work, 
their  faid  Majefties  have  chofen 
and  nominated,  for  their  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries,  that  is  to  fay,  his  Majef¬ 
ty  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  the 
Sieur  Charles  Whitworth,  his  en¬ 
voy  extraordinary  and  minifter  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  at  the  imperial  court 
of  Ruffia,  Knight  of  the  Order  of 
the  Bath;  and  his  Majefty  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  all  the  Ruffias,  the  Sieur 
Alexander  Count  of  Befborodko, 
his  aCtual  privy  counfellor  of  the 
firft  clafs,  fenator  minifter  of  the 
council  of  ftate,  director  general  of 
the  polls,  and  Knight  of  the  Order 
of  St.  Andrew,  of  St.  Alexander 
Ncwfky,  of  St.  Anne  of  the  firft 
clafs,  and  grand  crofs  of  St.  Wla- 
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tlimir  of  the  firft  clafs ;  the  Sieur 
Alexander  Prince  of  Kourakin,  his 
vice-chancellor,  aCtual  privy  coun  • 
fellor,  minifter  of  the  council  of 
hate,  aCtual  chamberlain,  and 
Knight  of  the  Order  of  St.  An¬ 
drew,  of  St.  Alexander  Newlky, 
and  of  St.  Anne  of  the  firft  clafs, 
as  alfo  of  the  orders  of  Denmark, 
of  Danebrog,  and  of  the  Perfect 
Union;  and  the  Sieur  Peter  of  Soi- 
monow,  his  privy  counfellor,  fena- 
tor  prefident  of  the  college  of  com¬ 
merce,  and  Knight  Grand  Crofs 
of  the  Order  of  St.  Wladimir  of  the 
fecond  clafs :  who,  in  virtue  of 
their  full  powers,  have  agreed  and 
concluded  upon  the 
tides  : 

Article  I.  The  peace,  friend  - 
fhip,  and  good  intelligence  which 
have  happily  hitherto  fubfifted  be¬ 
tween  their  Majefties  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  Emperor  of 
all  the  Ruffias,  ftiall  be  confirmed 
and  eftabliftied  by  this  treatv,  in 
fuch  manner,  that,  from  the  pre- 
fent  and  for  the  future,  there  ftiall 
be  between  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  on  one  fide,  and  the  crown 
of  all  the  Rufiias  on  the  other,1  as 
alto  betwixt  the  ftates,  countries, 
kingdoms,  domains,  ancfterritories 
under  their  dominion,  a  true,  fin- 
cere,  firm,  and  perfeCt  peace,  friend- 
fhip,  and  good  intelligence,  which 
ftiall  laft  for  ever,  and  ftiall  be  in¬ 
violably  obferved  equally  by  fea 
and  by  land,  and  upon  the  frefti 
waters:  and  the  fubjeCts,  people, 
and  inhabitants  on  each  fide,  of 
whatever  ftate  or  condition  they 
may  be,  ftiall  mutually  treat  each 
other  ivith  every  poftible  kind  of 
benevolence  and  aftiftance,  without 
doing  each  other  any  wrong  or  da¬ 
mage  whatfoever. 

II.  The.  fubjeCts  of  the  two  high 
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contracting  powers  ftiall  have  per¬ 
fect  freedom  of  navigation  and  of 
commerce  in  all  their  dominions 
fttuated  in  Europe,  where  naviga¬ 
tion  and  commerce  are  permitted 
at  prefen t,  or  ftiall  be  fo  hereafter, 
by  the  high  contracting  parties,  to 
any  other  nation. 

IIE  It  is  agreed  that  the  fub- 
jeCts  of  the  two  high  contracting 
parties  may  enter,  trade,  and  re¬ 
main  with  their  ftiips,  vefiels,  and 
carriages,  laden  or  empty,  in  all  the 
ports,  places,  and  cities,  where  the 
fame  is  permitted  to  the  fubjeCts 
of  any  other  nation  whatfoever  * 
and  the  Tailors,  paflengers,  and 
ftiips,  whether  Britifti  or  Ruffian 
(although  amongft  their  crews  there 
fhould  be  found  the  fubjeCts  of  fome 
other  foreign  nation)  ftiall  be  receiv¬ 
ed  and  treated  as  the  mo  ft  favoured 
nation  ;  and  neither  the  Tailors  nor 
the  paftengers  ftiall  be  forced  to 
enter,  againft  their  will,  into  the 
fervice  of  either  of  the  two  con¬ 
tracting  powers,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  fuch  of  their  fubjeCts  whom 
they  may  require  for  their  own  fer¬ 
vice  :  and  if  a  fervant  or  failor  ftiall 
defert  from  his  fervice  or  ftiip,  he 
fhall  be  reftored.  It  is  in  like 
manner  agreed  that  the  fubjeCts  of 
the  high  contracting  parties  may 
purchafe  all  forts  of  things  which 
they  may  be  in  want  of  at  the  cur¬ 
rent  price ; —  repair  and  refit  their 
ftiips,  vefiels,  and  carriages ;  buy  all 
the  provisions  neceflary  for  thei^ 
fubfiftence  or  voyage ;  ftay  or  de¬ 
part  at  their  pleafure,  without  mo- 
leftation  or  hindrance,  provided  that 
they  conform  themfelves  to  the 
laws  and  ordinances  of  the  refpec- 
tive  dominions  of  the  high  con¬ 
tracting  parties,  where  they  may 
be.  In  like  manner,  the  Ruffian 
ftiips  which  ftiall  be  at  fea  for  the 

purpofe 


27o  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


purpofe  of  navigation,  and  fhall  be 
met  by  Englifh  fhips,  fliall  not  be 
hindered  in  their  navigation,  pro¬ 
vided  that  in  the  Britifli  fea  they 
conform  themfelves  to  cuftom  ;  but 
every  fort  of  affiflance  fliall  be 
given  to  them  both  in  the  ports 
lubjedt  to  Great  Britain,  and  in 
the  open  fea. 

IV.  It  is  agreed  that  the  fubjecffs 
of  Great  Britain  may  carry,  by 
water  or  by  land,  in  their  own 
fhips  and  carriages,  or  in  thofe 
which  they  lhail  have  freighted  or 
hired  for  that  purpofe,  into  any 
province  whatever  of  Rufiia,  all 
forts  of  merchandife  or  effects,  of 
which  the  trade  or  entry  is  not  pro¬ 
hibited  ;  that  they  fhall  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  keep  them  in  their  houfes  or 
magazines,  to  fell  or  exchange  them 
wholefale,  freely  and  without  mo- 
leflation,  without  being  obliged  to 
become  citizens  of  fuch  city  or 
place  where  they  fliall  refide  or 
trade.  By  felling  wholefale,  is  un¬ 
derflood  one  or  more  bales  of  goods, 
chefls,  cafks,  barrels,  alfo  feveral 
dozens  of  fmall  articles  of  merchan¬ 
dife  of  the  fame  kind,  collected  in 
the  fame  place,  and  in  confiderable 
lots,  or  other  forts  of  package.  It 
is  further  agreed,  that  the  fubjedls 
of  Rufiia  may  carry,  in  the  fame 
manner,  into  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain  and  of  Ireland,  where  they 
fhall  be  eftabiifhed  or  refide,  all 
forts  of  merchandife  or  effects  of 
which  the  trade  or  the  entry  is  not 
prohibited,  which  is  underflood 
equally  of  the  manufactures  and 
productions  of  the  Afiatic  provin¬ 
ces,  provided  that  it  be  not  actually 
prohibited  by  fome  law  now  in 
force  in  Great  Britain ;  that  they 
fliall  be  permitted  to  keep  them  in 
their  houfes  or  magazines,  to  fell  or 
exchange  them  wholefale,  freely  ; 


become  citizens  of  fuch  city  or 
place  where  they  fliall  refide  or 
trade  ;  and  that  they  may  buy  and 
tranfport  out  of  the  dominions  of 
Great  Britain  all  forts  of  merchan¬ 
dife  and  effects  which  the  fubjects 
of  any  other  nation  may  there  buy 
and  tranfport  elfewhere,  particu¬ 
larly  gold  and  filver,  wrought  or  un¬ 
wrought,  except  the  coined  money 
of  Great  Britain.  It  is  agreed  that 
Britifli  fubjects,  trading  in  the  do¬ 
minions  of  Rufiia,  fliall  have  the 
liberty,  in  cafe  of  death,  of  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  event,  or  of  an  abfolute 
neceffity,  when  there  remain  no 
other  means  of  procuring  money, 
or  in  cafe  of  bankruptcy,  of  difpof- 
ing  of  their  effects,  either  in  Ruffian 
or  foreign  merchandife,  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  perfons  in- 
terefted  fliall  think  moft  advanta¬ 
geous.  The  fame  thing  fliall  be 
obferved  with  regard  to  Ruffian 
fubjects  in  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain.  All  this  is  to  be  under- 
flood  with  the  reftriction,  that  every 
permiffion  on  either  fide,  fpecified 
in  this  article,  fliall  be  in  nowife 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  country ; 
and  that  the  Ruffian  fubjects,  as 
well  as  the  Britifli  fubjects,  and 
their  clerks,  conform  themfelves, 
on  both  fides,  punctually  to  the 
rights,  flatutes,  and  ordinances  of 
the  country  in  which  they  fhall 
trade,  in  order  to  obviate  all  forts 
of  frauds  and  pretexts.  It  is  for 
this  reafon  the  decifions  of  the  faid 
cafes  happening  to  the  Britifli  fac¬ 
tories  in  Rufiia  fliall  depend,  at  St. 
Peterfburgh,  upon  the  college  of 
commerce  ;  and  in  the  other  cities, 
where  there  is  no  college  of  com¬ 
merce,  upon  the  tribunals  which 
have  cognizance  of  commercial  af¬ 
fairs. 

V.  And  in  order  to  preferve  a 
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juft  equality  between  Ruffian  and 
Britiih  fubjeCts,  both  the  one  and 
the  other  fliall  pay  the  fame  duties 
of  exportation  and  of  importation, 
whether  it  be  in  Ruffia,  or  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  whether  it  be 
in  Ruffian  or  in  Britiih  veffieis ;  and 
no  regulation  fliall  be  made  by  the 
high  contracting  parties  in  favour 
of  their  own  fubjeCts,  which  the 
fubjeCts  of  the  other  high  contract¬ 
ing  party  fliall  not  enjoy,  and  that 
tmderftood  bona  fide ,  under  whatever 
name  or  form  it  may  be,  in  fuch 
manner  as  that  the  fubjeCts  of  one 
of  the  powers  fliall  have  no  ad¬ 
vantage  over  thofe  of  the  other  in 
the  refpeCtive  dominions. 

VI.  Every  affiffiance  and  poflible 
difpatch  fliall  be  given  for  the  load¬ 
ing  and  unloading  of  veflels,  as  well 
as  for  the  entry  and  departure  of 
their  merchandife,  according-  to  the 
regulations  made  for  that  purpofe  ; 
and  they  fliall  not  in  any  manner 
be  detained,  upon  the  penalties 
announced  in  the  faid  regulations. 
In  like  manner,  if  the  fubjeCts  of 
G  reat  Britain  make  contracts  with 
any  chancery  or  college  whatfoever, 
for  delivering  certain  merchandife 
or  effects,  on  the  declaration  that 
thofe  merchandifes  are  readv  to  be 
delivered  ;  and  after  (hey  fliall  have 
been  actually  delivered  within  the 
term  fixed  in  thofe  contracts,  they 
fliall  be  received,  and  the  accounts 
fliall  be  regulated  and  liquidated  in 
confequence,  between  the  faid  col¬ 
iege  or  chancery  and  the  Britifli 
merchants,  within  the  time  which 
fliall  have  been  fixed  in  the  faid 
contracts.  The  fame  rule  fliall  be 
obferved  in  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain  towards  Ruffian  merchants. 

VII.  It  is  agreed  that  the  fubjeCts 
of  Great  Biitain  may,  in  all  the 
cities  and  places  of  Ruffia  where  it 
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is  allowed  to  any  other  nation  to 
trade,  pay  for  merchandife  bought 
in  the  fame  current  money  of 
Ruffia  which  they  have  taken  for 
their  merchandife  fold,  unlefs  the 
contrary  fliould  be  Aiptilatecl  in 
their  contracts.  The  fame  is  to  be 
underflood  equally  refpeCting  Ruf¬ 
fian  merchandife  in  the  dominions 
of  Great  Britain. 

VIII.  In  the  places  where  em¬ 
barkations  are  ufually  made,  it  fliall 
be  permitted  to  the  fubjeCts  of  the 
high  contracting  parties  to  load  their 
fhips  or  carriages  with,  and  to  tranf- 
port  by  water  and  by  land  all  forts 
of  merchandife  which  they  may 
have  bought  (with  the  exception  of 
thofe  of  which  the  exportation  is 
prohibited)  on  paying  the  cuflom- 
houfe  duties,  provided  that  thofe 
fliips  and  carriages  conform  them- 
felves  to  the  laws. 

IX.  The  fubjeCts  of  the  high 
contracting  parties  fliall  not  pay 
more  duties  upon  the  entry  or  de¬ 
parture  of  their  merchandife  than 
are  paid  by  the  fubjeCts  of  other 
nations.  Neverthelefs,  in  order  to 
prevent,  on  both  Tides,  the  cuflom- 
houfe  from  being  defrauded,  in  the 
cafe  of  the  difeovery  of  merchan- 
dife  imported  clandeftinely,  and 
without  paying  the  cuftom -houfe 
duty,  they  (hall  be  conflfcated  ;  and 
the  merchants  convicted  of  contra¬ 
banding  fliall  be  fubjeCted  to  the 
fine  eflablifhed  by  the  law  in  fuch 
cafes. 

X.  It  fliall  be  permitted  to  the 
high  contracting  parties  to  go,  come, 
and  trade  freely  in  the  flates  with 
which  the  one  or  the  other  of  thofe 
parties  fliall  be,  in  prefent  or  in 
fu  lure,  at  war,  provided  that  they 
do  not  carry  ammunition  to  the 
enemy  :  with  the  exception,  ne- 
verthelefs,  of  places  actually  block¬ 
aded 
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sided  or  befieged,  whether  by  fea 
or  land  ;  but  at  all  other  times,  and 
with  the  exception  of  warlike  am¬ 
munition,  the  fubjecffs  aforefaid  may 
tranfport  into  thofe  places  every 
other  fort  of  merchandife,  as  well 
as  paflengers,  without  the  fmalleft 
hindrance.  With  refpedt  to  the 
fearching  of  merchant  fhips,  fliips 
of  war  and  privateers  fhall  conduct 
themfelves  as  favourably  as  the 
eourfe  of  the  war  then  exifting 
may  pothbly  permit  it  towards  the 
mofl  friendly  powers  which  fhall 
remain  neuter,  obferving,  as  much 
as  poffible,  the  acknowledged  prin¬ 
ciples  and  rules  of  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions'. 

XL  All  cannons,  mortars,  fire¬ 
arms,  piftols,  bombs,  grenades,  balls, 
bullets,,  mufkets,  flints,  matches, 
powder,  faltpetre,  fulphur,  cutlafles, 
pikes,  Awards,  belts,  cartouch-boxes, 
laddies  and  bridles,  beyond  the 
quantity  which  may  be  necefiary 
for  the  ufe  of  the  fhip,  of  beyond 
that  which  each  man  ferving  on 
board  the  veflel,  or  paffeng^r,  fliall 
have,  fhall  be  efteemed  warlike 
provifions  or  ammunition  ;  and  if 
any  are  found,  they  fhall  be  confif- 
cated,  according  to  the  laws,  as 
contraband  or  prohibited  effe&s ; 
but  neither  the  fhips,  paflengers, 
nor  the  other  merchandife  found 
at  the  fame  time,  fhall  be  detained 
or  prevented  from  continuing  their 
voyage. 

XII.  If  (which  God  forbid)  peace 
fhould  be  broken  between  the  two 
high  contracting  parties,  neither 
perfons,  fliips,  nor  merchandife, 
fliall  be  detained  or  confifcated; 
but  the  term  of  a  year  at  leaft  fhall 
be  granted  for  the  purpofe  of  fell¬ 
ing,  difpofmg  of,  or  carrying  away 
their  effects,  and  withdrawing  them¬ 
felves  wherever  they  fhall  pieafe, 
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which  is  to  be  underflood  equal!/ 
refpecting  ail  thofe  who  fhall  be  in 
the  fea  and  land  fervice  ;  and  they 
fhall  be  permitted,  previous  to  or 
at  their  departure,  to  conflgn  the 
effects  of  which  they  fhall  not  have 
difpofed,  as  well  as  the  debts  to 
which  they  may  have  a  claim,  to 
fuch  perfon  as  they  fhall  judge  pro¬ 
per,  to  be  difpofed  of  according  to 
their  will  and  profit ;  which  debts 
the  debtor  fliall  equally  be  obliged 
to  pay  as  if  the  rupture  had  not 
taken  place. 

XIII.  In  the  event  of  a  fhip- 
wreck  happening  in  a  place  belong¬ 
ing  to  one  or  other  of  the  high 
contracting  parties,  not  only  every 
afliflance  fhall  be  given  to  the  un¬ 
fortunate  perfons,  and  no  violence 
done  to  them,  but  aifo  the  effects 
which  thev  fliall  have  thrown  out 
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of  the  fhip  into  the  fea  fhall  not  be 
concealed,  detained,  nor  damaged, 
under  any  pretext  -whatever :  011 
the  contrary,  the  abovementioned 
effects  and  merchandife  -fliall  be 
preferved  and  reftored  to  them, 
upon  a  fuitable  recompenfe  being 
given  to  thofe  who  fliall  have  af- 
fifled  in  faving  their  perfons,  veffels, 
and  effects. 

XIV.  It  fliall  be  permitted  to 
Britifh  merchants  to  build,  buy, 
fell,  and  hire  houfes  in  all  ftates 
and  cities  of  Ruflia,  excepting  only 
the  permiflion  of  building,  buying, 
felling,  and  hiring  houfes  in  thofe 
cities  of  the  empire  which  have 
particular  rights  of  citizenfhip,  and 
privileges  contrary  thereto :  and  it 
is"  expreflly  ftipulated,  that  at  St. 
Peterfburgh,  Ivlofcow,  Archangel, 
Riga,  and  Narva,  as  well  as  in  all. 
ports  of  the  Black  Sea,  the  'houfes 
which  Britifh  merchants  fliall  have 
purchafed  or  built,  fliall,  as  long  as 
they  fhall  continue  to  belong  to 

them. 
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them,  and  re  fide  therein,  be  ex¬ 
empted  from  having  foldiers  "quar¬ 
tered  in  them  ;  but  inch  houfes  as 
they  ffiall  let  or  hire  fliall  be  fub- 
jeCted  to  all  city  taxes,  the  tenant 
and  proprietor  agreeing  with  each 
other  on  that  fubjeCt.  As  to  every 
other  city  in  Ruths,  the  houfes 
which  they  thall  purchafe  or  build, 
as  well  as  thbfe  which  they  thall 
hire  or  let,  thall  not  be  exempt 
from  having  loldiers  quartered  in 
them.  It  is,  in  like  manner,  per¬ 
mitted  to  Ruffian  merchants  to 
build,  buy,  fell,  and  hire  houfes  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to 
difpofe  of  them  as  it  is  allowed  to 
the  fubje&s  of  the  moll  favoured 
nations.  They  ffiall  have  the  free 
exercife  of  the  Greek  religion  in 
their  own  houfes,  or  in  the  places 
allotted  for  that  purpofe.  In  like 
manner  Britiffi  merchants  ffiall  have 
the  free  exercife  of  the  Proteffimt 
religion.  The  fubjefts  of  both  the 
one  and  the  other  power,  eftablifli- 
«d  in  Ruffia  or  in  Great  Britain, 
ffiall  have  the  difpofal  of  their  pro¬ 
perty,  and  the  power  of  leaving  It 
by  will  to  whom  they  ffiall  judge 
proper,  according  to  the  cuftom 
and  the  laws  of  their  own  country. 

XV.  Paftports  ffiall  be  granted  to 
all  Britiffi  fubjeCls  who  ffiall  defire 
to  quit  P.uffia,  after  having  pub- 
liffied  their  names  and  places  of 
abode  in  the  Gazettes,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  prefent  day, 
without  obliging  them  to  give  fe- 
curity;  and  if  at  the  time  there 
does  not  appear  any  juft  caufe  for 
detaining  them,  they  fhall  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  depart,  after  providing 
themfelves,  however,  with  paftports 
from  the  tribunals  eftablifhed  for 
that  purpofe.  The  lame  facility 
ffiall  be  granted,  on  the  like  occa¬ 
sion,  according  to  the  cuft^m  of 
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the  country,  to  Ruffian  fubje&s 
who  fliall  deftre  to  q  uit  the  domini¬ 
ons  of  Great  Britain. 

XVI.  •  Britiffi  merchants,  who 
fliall  hire  or  keep  iervants,  fliall  be 
obliged  to  conform  themfelves  to 
the  laws  of  the  empire  upon  this 
i object ;  which  Ruffi  an  merchants 
thall  be  equally  obliged  to  do  in 
Great  Britain. 

XVII.  In  all  law-fuits  and  other 
affairs,  Britiffi  merchants  fliall  not 
be  under  any  other  jurifdiftion 
than  that  of  the  college  of  com¬ 
merce,  or  that  which  ffiall  be  here¬ 
after  eftablifhed  for  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  juftice  between  merchants. 
If  it  fnould  happen,  however,  that 
Rritifh  merchants  were  to  have 
law-fuits  in  any  cities  at  a  diftance 
from  the  above-mentioned  college 
of  commerce,  both  they  and  the 
other  party  fhall  carry  their  com¬ 
plaint  before  the  magiftrates  of  the 
faid  cities.  Ruffian  merchants  in 
Great  Britain  ffiall  have  reciprocally 
the  fame  protection  and  juftick,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laws  of  that  king¬ 
dom,  which  other  foreign  mer¬ 
chants  have  there,  and  fliall  be 
treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
fubjeCts  of  the  moft  favoured  na¬ 
tion. 

XVIII.  Ruffian  merchants  redd¬ 
ing  in  Great  Britain,  and  Britiffi 
merchants  redding  in  Ruffia,  fliall 
not  be  obliged  to  fliew  their  books 
or  papers  to  any  perfon  whatso¬ 
ever,  unlefs  it  be  to  afford  evidence 
in  courts  of  juftice ;  neither  fliall 
the  faid  books  or  papers  be  taken 
or  detained.  If  it  fliould  happen, 
however,  that  a  Rritifh  merchant 
becomes  a  bankrupt,  the  affair  fliall 
be  under  the  jurifdiclion,  at  St. 
Peterfburgh,  of  the  college  of  com¬ 
merce,  or  of  that  which  fliall  here- 
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of  adminifterihg  juftice  in  commer¬ 
cial  affairs,  and,  in  the  other  cities 
at  a  diftance,  under  that  of  the  ma- 
giftrate  of  the  city  ;  and  the  bufi- 
nefs  fliall  be  carried  on  according 
to  the  laws  which  are,  or  fhall  here¬ 
after  be  made  upon  that  fubjedt. 
If,  however,  Britifli  merchants,  ob- 
flinately  refolved  not  to  become 
bankrupts,  fhould  refufe  to  pay 
their  debts  either  into  the  banks  of 
his  Imperial  Majefty  or  to  indivi¬ 
duals,  it  fliall  be  permitted  to  arreft 
a  part  of  their  effedts,  equivalent 
to  their  debts  ;  and  in  cafe  thofe 
effedts  fliould  prove  inadequate  to 
that  purpofe,  they  may  arreft  their 
perfons,  arid  detain  them  until  the 
majority  of  their  creditors,  both  as 
to  the  number  and  value  of  their 
refpedtive  demands,  confent  to  li¬ 
berate  them  :  with  refpedt  to  their 
effects  which  fliall  have  been  arreft - 
ed,  they  fliall  remain  in  the  cuftody 
of  thofe  who  fliall  be  appointed 
and  duly  authorifed  for  that  pur¬ 
pofe  by  the  majority  of  the  credi¬ 
tors  aforefaid  ;  and  the  perfons  fo 
appointed  fliall  be  obliged  to  ap- 
praife  the  effedts  as  foon  as  poflible, 
and  to  make  a  juft  and  equitable 
diffribution  to  all  the  creditors,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  refpedtive  claims. 
The  fame  courfe  fliall  be  purfued, 
in  fimilar  cafes,  with  regard  to 
Ruffian  merchants  in  the  dominions 
of  Great  Britain,  and  they  fhall  be 
protedted  therein  in  the  manner 
regulated  in  the  preceding  article. 

XIX.  In  cafe  of  complaints  and 
of  law-fuits,  three  perfons  of  irre¬ 
proachable  charadter,  from  amongft 
the  foreign  merchants,  fliall  be,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe,  appointed  by  the  college  of 
commerce ;  and  in  fuch  places 
where  there  is  none,  by  the  magif- 
trate,  to  examine  the  books  and 
papers  of  the  complainants ;  and 
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the  report  which  they  fhall  make 
to  the  college  of  commerce,  or  to 
the  magiffrate,  of  what  they  fhall 
have  found  in  the  faid  books  and 
papers,  fliall  be  confidered  as  good 
proof. 

XX.  The  cuflom-houfes  fliall 
take  care  to  examine  the  fervants 
or  the  clerks  of  Ruffian  merchants 
at  the  time  of  their  enregiftering 
their  purchafes,  if  they  are  furniffied 
for  that  purpofe  with  the  orders 
or  full  powrnrs  of  their  matters ; 
and  if  they  are  not,  they  fliall  not 
be  credited.  The  fame  meafurcs 
fliall  be  adapted  with  the  fervants 
of  Britifh  merchants;  and  when 
the  faid  fervants,  they  having  orders 
or  full  powers  from  their  mailers, 
fliall  have  enregiftered  the  mer- 
chandife  on  account  of  their  maf- 
ters,  the  latter  fhall  be  refponfible 
therefore,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if 
they  had  themfelves  enregiftered 
them.  With  refpedl  to  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  fervants  employed  in  fliops, 
they  fhall,  in  like  manner,  be  enre¬ 
giftered  by  the  tribunals  eftablifhed 
for  that  purpofe,  in  the  cities  where 
thofe  fliops  fliall  be ;  and  their 
mailers  fliall  be  refponfible  for 
them  in  matters  of  trade,  and  in 
the  purchafes  which  they  fliall  have 
made  in  their  name. 

XXL  In  the  cafe  of  Ruffian  mer¬ 
chants  who  are  in  debt  to  Britifli 
merchants  upon  bills  of  exchange, 
or  who  have  made  contradls  for  the 
delivery  of  merchandife,  not  pay¬ 
ing  their  bills  of  exchange,  or  not 
delivering  their  merchandife  at  the 
place  or  at  the  time  agreed  upon 
and  mentioned  in  the  faid  bills  or 
contradls,  the  college  of  commerce, 
after  complaints  to  that  effedt  fliall 
have  been  made,  and  proofs  given, 
fliall  fummon  them  three  times, 
granting  them  a  fufficient  time  to 
appear  in  perfon;  and  if  they  allow 
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it  to  clapfe  without  appearing,  the 
faid  college  fhall  condemn  them, 
and  fend  an  exprefs  at  the  expence 
of  the  plaintiff,  to  the  governors 
and  to  the  tribunals  of  government, 
enjoining  them  to  put  the  fentence 
into  execution,  and  thereby  compel 
the  debtors  to  fulfil  their  engage¬ 
ments.  And  if  the  demands  fhould 
be  found  frivolous  or  unjuft,  then 
the  Britiili  merchants  fhall  be 
obliged  to  pay  the  damage  which 
they  fhall  have  occafioned,  either 
lofs  of  time,  or  by  the  expences  of 
the  voyage. 

XXII.  The  brack  fhall  be  eftab- 
liihed  with  juftice,  and  the  brackers 
fhall  be  anfwerable  for  the  quality 
of  the  merchandife  and  for  fraudu¬ 
lent  packages,  and  obliged,  upon 
fufficient  proofs  againft  them,  to 
pay  for  the  Ioffes  which  they  have 
occafioned, 

XXIII.  A  regulation  fhall  be 
made,  in  order  to  prevent  the  abufes 
which  may  be  praCtifed  in  the 
packing  of  leather,  hemp,  and 
lint;  and  if  any  difputes  fhould 
happen  between  the  purchafer  and 
feller  refpeCting  the  weight  or  the 
tare  of  any  merchandife,  the  cuf- 
tom-houfe  fhall  decide  it  according 
to  equity. 

XXIV.  In  every  thing  which 
relates  to  taxes  and  duties  upon  the 
importation  and  exportation  of  mer¬ 
chandife  in  general,  the  fubjeCts  of 
the  two  high  contracting  parties  fhall 
always  be  confidered  and  treated 
as  the  mofl  favoured  nation. 

XXV.  The  fubjeCts  of  the  two 
contracting  powers  fhall  be  at  li¬ 
berty,  in  their  refpeCtive  dominions, 
to  afiemble  together  with  their  con- 
ful,  in  a  body,  as  a  factory,  and  make 
amongft  themfelves,  for  the  com¬ 
mon  interefl  of  the  faCtory,  fuch 
arrangements  as  they  fhall  judge 
proper,  provided  they  are  in  no 
refpeCt  contrary  to  the  Iaws?  fta- 


tutes,  and  regulations  of  the  coun¬ 
try  or  place  where  they  fhall  be 
effablifhed. 

XXVI.  Peace,  friendfhip,  and 
good  intelligence  fhall  continue 
for  ever- between  the  high  contract¬ 
ing  parties ;  and,  as  it  is  cuftoma- 
ry  to  fix  a  certain  period  to  treaties 
of  commerce,  the  above-mentioned 
high  contracting  parties  have  a- 
greed  that  the  prefent  fhall  lafl 
eight  years,  reckoning  from  the. 
expiration  of  the  convention  con¬ 
cluded  between  them  on  the  25th 
of  March,  1793;  and  this  treaty; 
fhall  have  effeCt  immediately  after 
its  ratification:  this  term  being  e- 
lap  fed,  they  may  agree  together  td 
renew  or  prolong  it. 

XXVII.  The  prefent  treaty  of 
navigation  and  commerce  fhall  b© 
approved  and  ratified  by  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  and  his  Imperial 
Majefty  of  all  the  Ruflias  f  and  the- 
ratification,  in  good  and  due  form, 
fhall  be  exchanged  in  the  fpace  of 
three  months,  or  fooner  if  it  can  be 
done,  reckoning  from  the  day  of 
the  fignature. 

In  faith  of  which,  the  refpec- 
tive  Plenipotentiaries  have 
caufed  two  copies  of  it  to 
be  made,  perfectly  conform¬ 
able  to  each  other,  figned 
With  their  hands,  and  have 
thereunto  affixed  the  feal  of 
their  arms. 

Done  at  St.  Peterfbitrgh  the 
10-21  ft  of  Febriiary,  1797. 

(l.  s.)  Alexander  Count  of 
Befborodko. 

(l.  s .)  Prince  Alexander  of 
Kourakin. 

(l.  s .)  Peter  of  SoimonoWi 
(l.  s.)  Charles  Whitworth. 

DECLARATION. 

We,  the  underfigned,  being  fur- 
niihed  with  the  full  powers  of  his 
S  2  Majefty 
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Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
on  one  fide,  and  his  Majefty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Ruftias  on  the 
other,  having,  in  virtue  of  thofe 
full  powers,  concluded  and  figned, 
at  St.  Peterfburgh,  on  February 
10-21,  1797,  a  treaty  of  naviga¬ 
tion  and  commerce,  of  which  the 
9th  article  ftates,  The  fubjedts  of 
the  high  contracting  parties  ftiall 
not  pay  higher  duties  on  the  im¬ 
portation  and  exportation  of  their 
merchandife,  than  are  paid  by  the 
fubjecfts  of  another  nation,  &c.  de¬ 
clare  by  thefe  prefents,  in  virtue  of 
tliofe  fame  full  powers,  that  by  the 
words  other  nations ,  European  nations 
alone  are  to  be  underftood. 

The  prefent  declaration  ftiall  be 
eonfidered  as  making  part  of  the 
above-mentioned  treaty  of  navi¬ 
gation  and  commerce,  figned  Fe¬ 
bruary  10-2 1,  of  the  prefent  year, 
and  this  day  ratified. 

In  faith  of  which,  we,  the 
refpedtive  Plenipotentiaries, 
have  caufed  two  copies  of  it, 
perfecftly  conformable  to 
each  other,  to  be  made,  have 
figned  them  with  our  own 
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hands,  and  have  thereunto 
affixed  the  feal  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Mofcow  the  30th  op 
April  (11th  of  May )  1797. 

(l.  s.)  Alexander  Count  of 
Befborodko. 

(l.  s.)  Prince  Alexander  of 
Kourakin. 

Vl.  s.)  Charles  Whitworth. 


MeJJage  from  General  Wcfhington ,  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  very  voluminous  State- 
Paper ,  the  Subject  of  the  Differences 
which  jubjifl  between  France  and  the 
United  States ,  in  the  Form  of  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  Pickering ,  the  American 
■  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  "Pinckney , 
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the  American  Minijler  at  Paris ,  cte* 
livered  to  the  Houfe  of  R ep refentatives 
the  \9th  f  January. 

AT  the  opening  of  the  prefent 
Seflion  of  Congrefs,  I  men¬ 
tioned  that  fome  circumftances  of 
an  unwelcome  nature  had  lately  oc¬ 
curred  in  relation  to  France;  that 
our  trade  had  buffered,  and  was  buf¬ 
fering  extenfive  injuries  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  from  the  cruizers  and 
agents  of  the  French  Republic; 
and  that  communication  had  been 
received  from  its  minifter  here, 
which  indicated  danger  of  a  further 
difturbance  of  our  commerce  by  its 
authority ;  and  that  we  were,  in 
other  refpedts  far  from  agreeable; 
but  that  I  refervedfor  a  fpecial  mef- 
fage  a  more  particular  communica¬ 
tion  on  this  interefting  fubjecK 
This  communication  I  now  make. 

The  complaints  of  the  French 
Minifter  embraced  moft  of  the 
tranfadfions  of  our  government,  in 
relation  to  France,  from  an  early 
period  of  the  prefent  war;  which, 
therefore,  it  was  neceflary  careful¬ 
ly  to  review.  A  collection  has 
been  formed  of  letters  and  papers 
relating  to  thofe  tranfadtions,  which 
I  now  lay  before  you,  with  a  let¬ 
ter  to  Mr.  Pinckney,  our  Minifter 
at  Paris,  containing  an  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  notes  of  the  French 
Minifter,  and  fuch  information  as 
I  thought  might  be  ufeful  to  Mr. 
Pinckney  in  any  further  reprefen- 
tations  he  might  find  neceflary  to 
be  made  to  the  French  govern¬ 
ment.  The  immediate  objedl  of 
his  million  was  to  make  to  that  go¬ 
vernment  fuch  explanations  of  the 
principles  and  condudt  of  our  own, 
as,  by  manifefting  our  good  faith, 
might  remove  all  jealoufv  and  dif« 
content,  and  maintain  that  harmo¬ 
ny  and  good  underftanding  with 
the  French  Republic,  which  it  has 

•;  been 
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been  my  conftant  folicitnde  to  pre¬ 
fer  ve.  A  government  which  re¬ 
quired  only  a  knowledge  of  the 
truth  to  juftify  its  meafures,  could 
not  but  be  anxious  to  have  this  ful¬ 
ly  and  frankly  difplayed. 

George  Washington. 

Speech  of  the  P  ref  dent  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  Congrefs ,  on  open- 
ing  the  SeJfioH)  May  1 67//,  1797. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives, 

THE  perfonal  inconveniences 
to  the  Members  of  the  Senate  and 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  in 
leaving  their  families  and  private 
affairs  at  this  feafon  of  the  year, 
are  fo  obvious,  that  I  the  more  re¬ 
gret  the  extraordinary  occafion 
which  had  rendered  the  convention 
of  Congrefs  indifpenfable. 

It  would  have  afforded  me  the 
higheft  fatisfadtion  to  have  been 
able  to  congratulate  you  on  a  refto- 
ration  of  peace  to  the  nations  of 
Europe,  whofe  animofities  have  en¬ 
dangered  our  tranquillity;  but  we 
have  If  ill  abundant  caufe  of  grati¬ 
tude  to  the  Supreme  Difpenfer  of 
national  bleflings,  for  general  health 
and  promifing  feafons  ;  for  domef- 
tic  and  focial  happinefs;  for  the  ra¬ 
pid  progrefs  and  ample  acquisitions 
of  induftrv,  through  extenfive  ter¬ 
ritories  ;  for  civil,  political,  and  re¬ 
ligious  liberty.  While  other  dates 
are  defolated  with  foreign  war,  or 
convulfed  with  inteftine  divifions, 
the  United  b tales  prefent  the  pleaf- 
ing  profpeffof  a  nation  governed 
by  mild  and  equal  laws ;  generally 
Satisfied  with  the  poffeflion  of  their 
rights;  -neither  envying  the  advan¬ 
tages,  nor  fearing  the  power  of 
other  nations;  folicitous  only  for 
fhe  maintenance  ,of  order  and  juf- 
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tice,  and  the  prefervation  of  liberty ; 
increafing  daily  in  the  attachment 
to  a  fyflem  of  government,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  their  experience  of  its 
utility;  yielding  a  ready  and  gene¬ 
ral  obedience  to  laws  flowing  from 
reafon,  and  reft ing  on  the  only  fo- 
lid  foundation,  the  affedticn  of  the 
people. 

It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I 
fhall  be  obliged  to  turn  your  thoughts 
to  other  circumftances,  which  ad- 
mouifti  us  that  fome  of  thefe  felici¬ 
ties  may  not  be  lading;  but  if  the 
tide  of  our  profperity  is  full,  and  a 
reflux  commencing,  a  vigilant  cir- 
cumfpedtion  becomes  us,  that  we 
may  meet  our  reverfes  with  forti¬ 
tude,  and  extricate  ourfelves  from 
their  confequences,  with  all  the 
Ikill  we  poftefs,  and  all  the  efforts 
in  our  power. 

In  giving  to  Congrefs  information 
of  the  ftate  of  the  union,  and  re¬ 
commending  to  their  conftderation 
fuch  meafures  as  appear  to  me  to 
be  expedient  or  neceiTary,  accord¬ 
ing  to  my  conftitutional  duty,  the 
caufes  and  the  objects  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  extraordinary  feftion  will  be 
explained. 

After  the  Prefldent  of  the  United 
States  received  information  that  the 
French  government  had  exprefted 
ferious  difeontents  at  fome  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  government  of  thefe 
States,  faid  to  affedt  the  interefts  of 
France,  he  thought  it  expedient  to 
fend  to  that  country  a  new  minifter, 
fully  inftrudted  to  enter  on  fuch 
amicable  difciiflions,  and  to  give 
fuch  candid  explanations  as  might 
happily  remove  the  difeontents  and 
fuipicions  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  and  vindicate  the  condudt  of 
the  United  States.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  he  feledted  from  among  his 
fellow-citizens  a  character,  whofe 
integrity,  talents,  experience,  and 
S  3  for  vices 
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fervices,  had  placed  him  in  the  rank 
of  the  moft  efteemed  and  refpeded 
in  the  nation.  The  aired  objed 
of  his  mifiion  was  expreffed  in  his 
letter  of  credence  to  the  French 
Republic,  being  u  to  maintain  that 
good  underhand  ing  which,  from 
the  c  ommenceinent  of  the  alliance, 
Rad  fub lifted  between  the  two  ra¬ 
tions  ;  and  to  efface  unfavourable 
imprdiions,  banifh  fufpicions,  and 
xeftore  that  cordiality  which  was  at 
once  the  evidence  and  pledge  of  a 
friendly  union.”  And  his  inftruc- 
iions  were  to  the  fame  effect, 
46  faithfully  to  reprefent  the  difpo- 
fttion  of  the  government  and  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  United  States,  their  dif- 
pofition  being  one,  to  remove  jea¬ 
lousies  and  obviate  complaints,  by 
plowing  that  they  were  groundlefs ; 
to  reftore  that  mutual  confidence 
which  had  been  fo  unfortunately 
and  injurioully  impaired ;  and  to 
explain  the  relative  interests  of  both 
countries,  and  the  real  fentiments 
of  his  own.” 

Aminifter  thus  fpecially  commif- 
fioned,  it  was  expeded  would  have 
proved  the  inftrument  of  reftoring 
mutual  confidence  between  the  two 
republics :  the  fir  ft  ftep  of  the  French 
government  correfponded  with  that 
cxpedation  ;  a  few  days  before  his 
arrival  at  Paris,  the  French  minifter 
of  forei  gn  relations  informed  the 
American  minifter,  then  refidenl  at 
Paris,  of  the  formalities  to  be  ob¬ 
served  by  himfelf  in  taking  leave, 
and  by  his  fucceffor,  preparatory  to 
his  reception.  Thefe  formalities 
they  obferved  ;  and  on  the  ninth  of 
December  prefented  officially  to 
the  minifter  of  foreign  relations, 
the  one  a  copy  of  his  letter  of  re¬ 
call  ;  the  other  a  copy  of  his  letters 
of  credence.  Thefe  were  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Executive  Diredory.  Two 


days  afterwards,  the  minifter  of  fo¬ 
reign  relations  informed  the  recal¬ 
led  American  minifter,  that  the 
Executive  Diredory  had  determin¬ 
ed  not  to  receive  another  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary  from  the  United 
States,  until  after  the  redrefs  of 
grievances  demanded  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  government,  and  which  the 
French  Republic  had  a  right  to  ex- 
ped  from  ib  The  American  mi¬ 
nifter  immediately  endeavoured  to 
afeertain  whether,  by  refuting  to 
receive  him,  it  was  intended  that  he 
fihould  retire  from  the  territories  of 
the  French  Republic;  and  verbal 
anfwers  Uere  given,  that  fuch  was 
the  intention  of  the  Diredory.  For 
his  own  juftification  he  defired  a 
written  anfwer;  but  obtained  none 
until  towards  the  laft  of  January; 
when,  receiving  notice  in  writing 
to  quit  the  territories  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic,  he  proceeded  to  Amfterdam, 
where  he  propofed  to  wait  for  in- 
ftru  drops  from  this  government. 
During  his  refidence  at  Paris  cards 
of  hofpitality  were  refuted  him  ;  and 
he  was  threatened  with  being  fub- 
jeded  to  the  j urifdidion  of  the 
minifter  of  police:  but  with  be¬ 
coming  firmnefs  he  inftfted  on  the 
protedion  of  the  law  of  nations, 
due  to  him  as  the  known  minifter 
of  a  foreign  power.  You  will  de¬ 
rive  further  information  from  his 
difpatches,  which  will  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  you. 

As  it  is  often  neceftary  that  na¬ 
tions  ftiould  treat  for  the  mutual 
advantage  of  their  affairs,  and  efpe- 
cially  to  accommodate  and  terminate 
differences,  and  as  they  ean  treat 
only  by  minifters,  the  right  of  em~ 
bafty  is  well  known,  and  eftabliflied 
by  the  law  and  ufage  of  nations. 
The  refufal  on  the  part  of  France 
to  receive  and  hear  our  minifter,  is 

then 


STATE  P 

then  the  denial  of  a  right;  but  the 
refufal  to  receive  him  until  we  have 
acceded  to  their  demands  without 
difcuffion,  and  without  iave  {liga¬ 
tion,  is  to  treat  us  neither  as  allies, 
nor  as  friends,  nor  as  a  fovereign 
Hate. 

With  this  conduct  of  the  French 
government,  it  will  be  proper  to 
take  into  view  the  public  audience 
given  to  the  late  minifter  of  the 
United  States,  on  his  taking  leave 
of  the  Executive  Directory.  The 
fpeech  of  the  Prefident  difeiofes 
fentiments  more  alarming  than  the 
refufal  of  a  minifter,  becaufe  more 
dangerous  to  our  independence  and 
union ;  and  at  the  fame  time  ffudi- 
oufly  marked  with  indignities  to¬ 
wards  the  government  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States.  It  evinces  a  difpolition 
to  feparate  the  people  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  from  the  government ;  to 
perfuade  them  that  they  have  diffe¬ 
rent  affections,  principles,  and  inte- 
refts,  from  thofe  of  their  fellow-ci¬ 
tizens,  whom  they  themfelves  have 
chofen  to  manage  their  common 
concerns,  and  thus  to  produce  divi- 
fions  fatal  to  our  peace.  Such  at¬ 
tempts  ought  to  be  repelled,  with  a 
decifion  which  fhall  convince  France 
and  the  world  that  we  are  not  a 
degraded  people,  humiliated  under 
a  colonial  fpirit  of  fear,  and  fenfe 
of  inferiority,  fitted  to  be  the  mife- 
rable  inftruments  of  foreign  in- 
ftuence,  and  regardlefs  of  national 
honour,  character,  and  intereff. 

I  fhould  have  been  happy  to  have 
thrown  a  veil  over  thefe  tranfaCtions, 
if  it  had  been  poflible  to  conceal 
them  ;  but  they  have  palled  on  the 
great  theatre  of  the  world  in  the 
face  of  all  Europe  and  America, 
and  with  fuch  circumflances  of  pub¬ 
licity  and  folemnitv,  that  they  can- 
not  be  difguifed,  and  will  not  fopn 
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be  forgotten  ;  they  have  indicted  a 
wound  in  the  American  breaff.  It 
is  my  fmcere  defire,  however,  that 
it  may  be  healed  :  it  is  my  fincere 
defire,  and  in  this  I  prefume  I  con¬ 
cur  with  you,  and  with  our  confti- 
tuents,  to  preferve  peace  and  friend- 
fhip  with  all  nations :  and  believ¬ 
ing  that  neither  the  honour  nor  the 
intereff  of  the  United  States  abfo- 
lutely  forbid  the  repetition  of  ad¬ 
vances  for  fecuring  thefe  defirable 
objedts  with  France,  I  fhall  inffitute 
a  frefli  attempt  at  negotiation  ;  and 
fhall  not  fail  to  promote  and  accele¬ 
rate  an  accommodation,  on  terms 
compatible  with  the  rights,  duties, 
interefls,  and  honour  of  the  nation. 
If  we  have  committed  errors,  and 
thefe  can  be  demonftrated,  we  fhall 
be  willing  to  corredt  them ;  if  we 
have  done  injuries,  we  fhall  be  will¬ 
ing  on  conviction  to  redrefs  them ; 
and  equal  meafures  of  juftice  we 
have  a  right  to  expeCt  from  France, 
and  every  other  nation.  The  di¬ 
plomatic  intercourfe  between  the 
United  States  and  France  being  at 
prefent  fufpended,  the  government 
has  no  means  of  obtaining  official 
information  from  that  country ; 
neverthelefs  there  is  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  Executive  Directory 
paffed  a  decree  on  the  2d  of  March 
laft,  contravening  in  part  the  trea¬ 
ty  of  amity  and  commerce  of  1778, 
injurious  to  our  lawful  commerce, 
and  endangering  the  lives  of  our 
citizens.  A  copy  of  this  decree 
will  be  laid  before  you. 

While  we  are  endeavouring  to 
adjuff  all  our  differences  with  France 
by  amicable  negotiation,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  war  in  Europe,  the  de¬ 
predations  on  our  commerce,  the 
pcrfonal  injuries  to  our  citizens, 
and  the  general  complexion  of  af¬ 
fairs,  render  it  my  indifpenfable 
S  4  duty 
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duty  to  recommend  to  your  confe¬ 
deration  effectual  meafures  of  de¬ 
fence. 

The  commerce  of  the  United 
States  has  become  an  intereding  ob- 
jc£f  of  attention,  whether  we  con¬ 
fer  it  in  relation  to  the  wealth 
and  finances,  or  the  drength  and 
refources  of  the  nation.  With  a 
fea-coad  of  near  two  thoufand  miles 
in  extent,  opening  a  wide  field  for 
fifheries,  navigation,  and  commerce, 
a  great  portion  of  our  citizens  natu¬ 
rally  apply  their  induftry  and  enter- 
prize  to  thefe  objects.  Any  ferious 
and  permanent  injury  to  commerce 
would  nqt  fail  to  produce  the  moft 
embarrafiing  diforders :  to  prevent 
it  from  being  undermined  and  de- 
droyed,  it  is  effential  that  it  receive 
an  adequate  protection. 

The  naval  edablifliment  muff  oc¬ 
cur  to  every  man  who  confiders  the 
injuries  committed  on  our  com¬ 
merce,  the  infults  offered  to  our 
citizens,  and  the  defcription  of  the 
vefiels  by  which  thefe  abides  have 
been  praCtifed.  As  the  fufferings 
of  our  mercantile  and  fea-faring 
citizens  cannot  be  afcribed  to  the 
omiffion  of  duties  demandable,  con- 
fidering  the  neutral  fituation  of  our 
country,  they  are  to  be  attributed 
to  the  hope  of  impunity,  arifing 
from  a  fuppofed  inability  on  our 
part  to  afford  protection.  To  re¬ 
dd  the  confequences  of  fuch  im- 
preffions  on  the  minds  of  foreign 
nations,  and  to  guard  againd  the 
degradation  and.ferviiity  which  they 
muff  finally  damp  on  the  American 
character,  is  an  important  duty  of 
government. 

A  naval  power,  next  to  the  mili¬ 
tia,  is  the  natural  defence  of  the 
United  States.  The  experience  of 
the  laft  war  would  be  fufficient  to 
fhow  that  a  moderate  naval  force, 
fuch  as  would  be  eafily  within  the 


prefent  abilities  of  the  union,  would 
have  been  fufficient.  to  have  baffled 
many  formidable  tranfportations  of. 
troops  from  one  date  to  another,, 
which  were  then  praCtifed.  Our 
fea-coads,  from  their  great  extent, 
are  more  eafily  annoyed,  and  more 
eafily  defended  by  a  naval  force 
than  any  other  :  with  all  the  mate¬ 
rials  our  country  abounds ;  in  fkill 
our  naval  architects  and  navigators 
are  equal  to  any  ;  and  commanders 
and  feamen  will  not  be  wanting. 

But  although  the  eftabliflime.t 
of  a  permanent  fydem  of  naval  de¬ 
fence  appears  to  be  requifite,  I  am 
fenfible  it  cannot  be  formed  fo 
fpeedily  and  extenfivelv  as  the  pre¬ 
lent  crifis  demands.  Hitherto  I 
have  thought  proper  to  prevent  the 
failing  of  armed  vefiels,  except  on 
vovayes  to  the  Ead  Indies,  where 
general  ufage,  and  the  danger  from 
pirates,  appeared  to  render  the  per- 
miffion  proper ;  yet  the  redridtion 
has  originated  folely  from  a  wifh  to 
prevent  collufions  with  the  powers 
at  war,  contravening  the  adt  of 
Congrefs  of  June,  1794,  and  not 
from  any  doubt  entertained  by  me 
of  the  policy  and  propriety  of  per¬ 
mitting  our  vefiels  to  employ  means 
of  defence  while  engaged  in  a  law- 
ful  foreign  commerce.  It  remains 
for  Congrefs  to  pre’fcribe  fuch  regu¬ 
lations  as  will  enable  our  fea-faring 
citizens  to  defend  themfelves  againd 
violations  of  the  law  of  nations,  and 
at  the  fame  time  redrain  them  from 
committing  acts  of  hodility  againd 
the  powers  at  war.  In  addition  to 
thefe  voluntary  provifions  for  de¬ 
fence  by  individual  citizens,  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  necefiarv  to  equip  the 
frigates,  and  provide  other  vefiels 
of  inferior  force,  to  take  under  con¬ 
voy  fuch  merchant  vefiels  as  fhall 
remain  unarmed. 

The  greater  part  of  the  cruifers, 
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whofe  depreciations  have  been  mold 
injurious,  have  been  built,  and  forne 
of  them  partially  equipped,  in  the 
United  States.  Although  an  effec¬ 
tual  remedy  may  be  attended  with 
difficulty,  yet  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  prefent  the  fubjebt  general¬ 
ly  to  your  confideration.  If  a  mode 
can  be  deviled  by  the  wifdom  of 
Congrefs,  to  prevent  the  refources 
of  the  United  States  from  being 
converted  into  the  means  of  annoy¬ 
ing  our  trade,  a  great  evil  will  be 
prevented.  With  the  fame  view 
I  think  it  proper  to  mention  that 
fome  of  our  citizens  refident  abroad, 
have  fitted  out  privateers,  and  o- 
thers  have  voluntarily  taken  the 
command,  or  entered  on  board  of 
them,  and  committed  fpoliations 
on  the  commerce  of  the  United 
Stales.  Such  unnatural  and  ini¬ 
quitous  practices  can  be  refrrained 
only  by  fevere  punifhments. 

But  betides  a  protection  of  our 
commerce  on  the  feas,  I  think  it 
highly  *  neceflary  to  protect  it  at 
home,  where  it  is  collected  in  our 
moth  important  ports.  The  dif- 
tance  of  the  United  States  from 
Europe,  and  the  well  -  known 
promptitude,  ardour,  and  courage 
of  the  people  in  defence  of  their 
country,  happily  diminifh  the  pro¬ 
bability  of  invafion  :  neverthelefs, 
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to  guard  againft  fudden  and  preda¬ 
tory  incurfions,  the  fituation  of  fomc 
of  our  principal  fea-ports  demands 
your  confideration;  and  as  our  coun¬ 
try  is  vulnerable  in  other  interefts 
befides  thofe  of  its  commerce,  you 
will  ferioufly  deliberate,  whether 
the  means  of  general  defence  ought 
hot  to  be  increafed’bv  an  addition 
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to  the  regular  artillery  and  cavalry, 
and  by  arrangements  for  forming  a 
provisional  army. 

With  the  fame  view,  and  as  a 
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meafure  which,  even  in  time  of 
univerfal  peace,  ought  not  to  be 
negleCted,  I  recommend  to.  your 
confideration  a  revifion  of  the  laws 
for  organizing,  arming,  and  difci- 
plining  the  militia,  to  render  that 
natural  and  fafe  defence  of  the 
country  efficacious.  Although  it 
is  very  true  that  we  ought  not  to 
involve  ourfelves  in  the  political 
fyftem  of  Europe,  but  to  keep  our¬ 
felves  always  diftindf  and  feparate 
from  it  if  we  can  ;  vet  to  effeCt  this 
feparation,  early,  punctual,  and  con¬ 
tinual  information  of  the  current 
chain  of  events,  and  of  the  political 
projects  in  contemplation,  is  no  lefs 
neceflary  than  if  we  were  diredtly 
concerned  in  them.  It  is  neceffary, 
in  order  to  the  difcovery  of  the  ef¬ 
forts  made  to  draw  us  info  the  vor¬ 
tex,  in  feafon  to  make  preparation 
againft  them.  However  we  may 
confider  ourfelves,  the  maritime 
and  commercial  powers  of  the  world 
will  confider  the  United  States  of 
America  as  forming  a  weight  in 
that  balance  of  power  in  Europe, 
which  never  can  be  forgotten  or 
neglected.  It  would  not  only  be 
againft  our  intereft,  but  it  would  be 
doing  wrong  to  one  half  of  Europe 
at  leaft,  if  we  fliould  voluntarily 
throw  ourfelves  into  either  fcale. 
It  is  a  natural  policy  for  a  nation 
that  ftudies  to  be  neutral,  to  con- 
fult  with  other  nations  engaged  in 
the  fame  ftudies  dnd  purfuits :  at 
the  fame  time  that  meafures  might 
be  purfued  with  this  view,  our  trea¬ 
ties  with  Pruftia  and  Sweden,  one 
of  which  is  expired,  might  be  re¬ 
newed. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Representatives, 

It  is  particularly  vour  province  to 
confider  the  ftate  of  our  public  fi¬ 
nances* 
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nances,  and  to  adopt  filch  meafures 
refpedting  them,  as  exigencies  fhall 
be  found  to  require  ;  the  preferva- 
tion  of  public  credit,  the  regular 
extinguifhment  of  the  public  debt, 
and  a  provifton  of  funds  to  defray 
any  extraordinary  expences,  will, 
of  courfe,  call  for  your  ferious  at¬ 
tention.  Although  the  impofition 
of  new  burdens  cannot  be  in  itfelf 
agreeable,  yet  there  is  no  ground 
to  doubt  that  the  American  people 
will  expert  from  you  fuch  meafures 
as  their  actual  engagements,  their 
prefent  fecurity,  and  future  intereft 
demand. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives, 

The  prefent  lituation  of  our  coun¬ 
try  impofes  an  obligation  on  all  the 
departments  of  government,  to  a- 
dopt  an  explicit  and  decided  con¬ 
duit.  In  my  lituation  an  expolition 
of  the  principles  by  which  my  ad- 
miniltration  will  be  governed,  ought 
not  to  be  omitted. 

It  is  impoffible  to  conceal  from 
ourfelves,  or  the  world,  what  has 
been  before  obferved,  that  endea¬ 
vours  have  been  employed  to  folter 
and  eftablifh  a  divifion  between  the 
government  and  people  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States.  To  inveftigatethe  caufes 
wdiich  have  encouraged  this  attempt 
is  notnecelfary  ;  but  to  repel  by  de.- 
cided  and  united  councils,  infinua- 
tions  fo  derogatory  to  honour,  and 
aggreliicns  fo  dangerous  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  union,  and  even  independ¬ 
ence  of  the  nation,  is  an  indifpenf- 
able  duty. 

It  mufr  not  be  permitted  to  be 
doubted  whether  the  people  of  the 
United  States  will  fupport  the  go¬ 
vernment  eftabiilhed  bv  their  vo- 

J 

luntary  confent,  and  appointed  by 
their  free  choice;  or  whether,  by 


furrendering  themfelves  to  the  di* 
reition  of  foreign  and  domeltic  fac¬ 
tions,  in  oppotition  to  their  own 
government,  they  will  forfeit  the 
honourable  ftation  they  have  hi¬ 
therto  maintained. 

For  myfelf,  having  never  been 
indifferent  to  what  concerned  the 
interefts  of  my  country,  devoted 
the  belt  part  of  my  life  to  obtain 
and  fupport  its  independence,  and 
conftantly  witnelfed  the  patriotifm, 
fidelity,  and  perfeverance  of  my 
fellow-citizens  on  the  molt  trying 
occafions,  it  is  not  for  me  to  heft- 
tate,  or  abandon  a  caufe  in  which 
my  heart  has  been  fo  long  en- 
gaged. 

Convinced  that  the  conduct  of 
the  government  has  been  juft  and 
impartial  to  foreign  nations;,  that 
thofe  internal  regulations,  which 
have  been  eftabiilhed  by  law  for 
the  prefervation  of  peace,  are  in 
their  nature  proper,  and  that  they 
have  been  fairly  executed,  nothing 
will  ever  be  done  by  me  to  impair 
the  national  engagements,  to  inno¬ 
vate  upon  principles  wrhich  have 
been  fo  deliberately  and  uprightly 
eftabiilhed,  or  to  furrender  in  any 
manner  the  rights  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  To  enable  me  to  maintain 
this  declaration,  I  rely,  under  God, 
with  entire  confidence  on  the  firm 
and  enlightened  fupport  of  the  na¬ 
tional  legillature,  and  upon  the 
virtue  and  patriotifm  of  my  fellow- 
citizens.  John  Adams. 

To  the  Addrefs  of  this  Houfe  to  the  Pre- 
fdent ,  in  Anfwer  to  his  Speech ,  'which 
was  little  more  than  an  Echo  of  it ,  the 
following  Anfwer  was  returned . 

I  RECEIVE  with  great  fatis- 
faction  your  candid  approbation 
of  the  convention  of  Congrefs,  and 
thank  you  for  your  alfurance  that 

the 
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the  interefting  fubje&s  recommend¬ 
ed  to  your  confederation  fhall  re¬ 
ceive  every  attention  which  their 
importance  demands;  and  that  your 
co-operation  may  be  expedited  in 
thofe  meafures  which  may  appear 
neceffary  for  our  fecurity  or  peace. 

The  declaration  of  the  Represen¬ 
tatives  of  this  nation  of  their  Satis¬ 
faction  at  my  promotion  to  the  fil'd: 
office  in  the  government,  and  of 
their  confidence  in  my  Sincere  en¬ 
deavours  to  diScharge  the  various 
duties  of  it  with  advantage  to  our 
common  country,  have  excited  my 
mod:  grateful  fenfibility. 

I  pray  you,  Gentlemen,  to  be¬ 
lieve,  and  to  communicate  Such  af¬ 
firmances  to  our  confdtuents,  that 
no  event  which  we  can  forefee  to 
be  attainable  by  any  exertions  in 
the  diScharge  of  my  duties,  can  af¬ 
ford  me  So  much  cordial  Satisfac¬ 
tion  as  to  conduCt  a  negotiation 
with  the  French  Republic,  to  a  re¬ 
moval  of  prejudice,  a  correction  of 
errors,  a  diffipation  of  outrages,  an 
accommodation  of  ail  differences, 
and  a  reftoration  of  harmony  and 
affeCtion,  to  the  mutual  Satisfaction 
of  both  nations.  And  whenever 
the  legitimate  organs  of  intercourfe 
fhall  be  reftored,  and  the  .real  Sen¬ 
timents  of  the  two  governments 
can  be  candidly  communicated  to 
each  other,  although  ftrongly  im- 
preffed  with  the  neceffity  of  collect¬ 
ing  ourfelves  into  a  manly  pofture 
of  defence,  I  nevertheless  entertain 
an  encouraging  confidence  that  a 
mutual  Spirit  of  conciliation,  a  difi- 
pofition  to  compenfate  injuries, 
and  accommodate  each  other  in  all 
our  relations  and  connections,  will 
produce  an  agreement  to  a  treaty 
confiftent  with  the  rights,  duties, 
and  honour  of  both  nations. 

(Signed ;  John  Adams. 

United  States,  Ju?ie  3,  1797. 


MejJ&ge  received  by  the  H&ufe  of  Re- 
prefentatives  from  the  Prefi dent,  on  the 

12th  of  June,  1797. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Representatives, 

I  HAVE  received  information 
from  the  commiffioners  appointed, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
purfuant  to  the  third  article  of  our 
treaty  with  Spain,  that  the  running 
and  marking  of  the  boundary  line 
between  the  colonies  of  Eaft  and 
Weft  Florida,  and  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  have  been  de¬ 
layed  by  the  officers  of  his  Catho¬ 
lic  Majefty,  and  that  they  have  de¬ 
clared  their  intention  to  maintain 
his  jurifdiCtion,  and  to  fufpend  the 
withdrawing  of  his  troops  from 
military  polls  they  occupy  within 
the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
until  the  two  governments  fhall 
by  negotiation  have  fettled  the 
meaning  of  the  fecond  article  ref- 
peCling  the  withdrawing  of  the 
troops,  garrifons,  or  fettlements 
of  either  party,  in  the  territory  of 
the  other;  that  is,  whether  when 
the  Spanifti  garrifons  withdraw, 
they  are  to  leave  the  works  Hand¬ 
ing,  or  to  demolifti  them;  and,  un¬ 
til  by  an  additional  article  to  the 
treaty,  the  real  property  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  fhall  be  fecured,  and  like- 
wife  until  the  Spanifti  officers  are 
fure  the  Indians  will  be  pacific. 
The  two  firft  queftions,  if  to  be 
determined  by  negotiation,  might 
be  made  fubjeCts  of  difeuftion  for 
years;  and  as  no  limitation  of  time 
can  be  preferibed  to  the  other  ( a 
certainty  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Spanifti  officers  that  the  Indian!* 
will  be  pacific^  it  wall  be  impoffi- 
ble  to  fuffer  it  to  remain  an  obfta- 
cle  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  treaty 
on  the  part  of  Spain. 


To 
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To  remove  the  firft  difficulty,  I 
have  determined  to  leave  it  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  officers  of  his 
Catholic  Majefty,  when  they  with¬ 
draw  his  troops  from  the  forts  with¬ 
in  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
either  to  leave  the  works  ftanding, 
or  to  demolifh  them ;  and  to  re¬ 
move  the  fecond,  I  fhall  caufe  an 
affiirance  to  be  publifhed,  and  to  be 
particularly  communicated  to  the 
minifter  of  his  Catholic  Majefty, 
and  to  the  Governor  of  Louiffana, 
that  the  fetilers  or  occupants  of  the 
lands  in  qneftion,  fhall  not  be  dif- 
turbed  in  their  poffeflions  by  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  that  they  fhall  be 
protected  in  all  their  lawful  claims: 
and  to  prevent  or  remove  every 
doubt  on  this  point,  it  merits  the 
confideration  of  Congrefs,  whe¬ 
ther  it  will  not  be  expedient  im¬ 
mediately  to  pafs  a  law,  giving 
pofftive  affiirance  to  thofe  inhabit¬ 
ants,  who  by  fair  and  regular 
grants,  or  by  occupancy,  have  ob¬ 
tained  legal  titles,  or  equitable 
claims  to  lands  in  that  country, 
prior  to  the  final  ratification  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain  on  the  25  th  of  April, 
1796. 

This  country  is  rendered  pecu¬ 
liarly  valuable  by  its  inhabitants, 
who  are  reprefented  to  amount  to 
nearly  four  thoufand,  generally 
well  afFeCted,  and  much  attached  to 
tfi.e  United  States,  and  zealous  for 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  government 
under  their  authority. 

I  therefore  recommend  to  your 
confideration,  the  expediency  of 
creating  a  government  in  the  dif- 
triCf  of  the  Natches,  limilar  to  that 
effablifhed  for  the  territory  north- 
weft  of  the  river  Ohio,  but  with 
certain  modifications,  relative  to 


titles  in  claims  of  land,  whether 
of  individuals  or  companies,  or  to 
claims  of  jurifdiCtion  of  any  indivi¬ 
dual  ftate. 

John  Adams.. 

Ui nited  States ,  June  12,  1797. 

Mejfage  from  the  Prefdent  of  the  United 
States  to  Congrefs . 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives, 

/ 

THE  whole  of  the  intelligence 
which  has  for  fome  time  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  abroad,  the  correfpond- 
ence  between  this  government 
and  the  minifters  of  the  belligerent 
powers  refiding  here,  and  the  ad¬ 
vices  from  the  officers  of  the  United 
States,  civil  and  military,  upon  the 
frontiers,  all  confpire  to  ftiew,  in  a 
very  ftrong  light,  the  critical  fili¬ 
ation  of  our  country.  That  Con« 
grefs  might  be  enabled  to  form  a 
more  perfect  judgment  of  it,  and 
of  the  meafures  neceffary  to  be  ta¬ 
ken,  I  have  directed  the  proper  of¬ 
ficers  to  prepare  fuch  collections 
of  extraCts  from  the  public  corref- 
pondence,  as  might  afford  the  clear  - 
eft  information.  The  reports  made 
to  me  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate, 
and  the  fecretary  at  war,  with  a  col¬ 
lection  of  documents  from  each  of 
jthem,  are  now  communicated  to 
both  houfes  of  Congrefs.  I  have 
defired  that  the  m  adage,  reports, 
and  documents,  may  be  confidered 
as  confidential,  merely  that  the 
members  of  both  houfes  of  Con¬ 
grefs  may  be  apprifed  of  their  con¬ 
tents  before  they  fliould  be  made 
public.  As  foon  as  the  Houfes 
fhall  have  heard  them,  I  fhall  fub- 
mit  to  their  difcretion  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  whole,  or  any  fuch  parts 
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®f  them  as  they  fhall  judge  necef- 
fary  or  expedient  for  the  public 
good. 

John  Adams. 
United  States ,  July  3,  1797. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Senate  ( to 
the  Senate ,  on  the  6th  of  July ,  1797 ) 
to  whom  was  referred  a  Letter  *  from 
IV.  Blount,  Efq.  one  of  the  Senators 
from  the  State  of  Temiejfee. 

THAT  Mr.  Blount  having  de- 
dined  an  acknowledgment  or  denial 
of  the  letter  imputed  to  him,  and 
having  failed  to  appear  to  give  any 


fatisfactory  explanation  refpeding 
it,  your  committee  fent  for  the  ori¬ 
ginal  letter,  which  accompanies  this 
report. 

Two  fenators,  now  prefent  in  the 
fenate,  have  declared  to  the  com¬ 
mittee,  that  they  are  well  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  hand-writing  of  Mr. 
Blount,  and  have  no  doubt  that  this 
letter  was  written  by  him.  Your 
committee  have  examined  many 
letters  from  Mr.  Blount  to  the  fe- 
cretary  of  war,  a  number  of  which 
are  herewith  fubmitted,  as  well  as 
the  letter  addreffed  by  Mr.  Blount 
to  Mr.  Cocke,  his  colleague  in  the 

fenate# 


ifhe  following  is  a  Copy  of  the  Letter. 


Dear  Carey,  Col.  King's  Iron-works ,  April  21; 

I  wifiied  to  have  feen  you  before  I  returned  to  Philadelphia ;  but  I  am  obliged 
to  return  to  the  fdlion  of  Congrefs,  which  commences  on  the  15th  of  May. 

Among  other  things  that  I  wifiied  to  have  feen  you  about,  was  the  bufinefs  of 
Captain  Chifholm,  mentioned  to  the  Britifh  minifter,  laft  winter,  at  Philadelphia. 

I  believe,  but  I  am  not  quite  fure,  that  the  plan  then  talked  of  will  be  attempted 
this  fall ;  and  if  it  is  attempted,  it  will  be  in  a  much  larger  way  than  then  talked 
of:  and  if  the  Indians  a£l  their  part,  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  will  lucceed.  A  man 
of  confequence  has  gone  to  England  about  the  buhnefs ;  and,  if  he  makes  arrange¬ 
ments  as  he  expe&s,  I  fhall  myfelf  have  a  hand  in  the  bufinefs,  and  probably  fhall 
be  at  the  head  of  the  bufinefs  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh. 

You  are,  however,  to  underftand,  that  it  is  notxyet  quite  certain  that  the  plan 
will  be  attempted  ;  yet  you  will  do  well  to  keep  tilings  in  a  train  for  adlion  in  cafe 
it  fhould  be  attempted  ;  and  to  do  fo  will  require  all  your  management.  I  fay,  will 
require  all  your  management,  becaufe  you  muft  take  care,  in  whatever  you  fay  to 
.Rogers,  or  any  body  elfe,  not  to  let  the  plan  he  dilcovered  by  Hawkins,  Dinfmoor, 
Dyers,  or  any  other  perfon  in  the  intereft  of  the  United  States  or  Spain. 

If  I  attempt  this  plan,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  have  you  and  all  my  Indian  country 
and  Indian  friends  with  me ;  but  you  are  now  in  good  bufinefs  I  hope,  and  you  are 
not  to  riik  the  lofs  of  it  by  faying  any  thing  that  will  hurt  you,  until  you  again, 
hear  from  me.  Where  Captain  Chifholm  is  I  do  not  know  ;  I  left  him  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  in  March,  and  he  frequently  vifited  the  minifter,  and  fpoke  upon  the  fub- 
jeft;  but  I  believe  he  will  go  into  the  Creek  nation,  by  way  of  South  Carolina  or 
Georgia.  He  gave  out  that  he  was  going  to  England,  but  I  did  not  believe  hirru 
Among  other  things  that  you  may  fafely  do,  will  be  to  keep  up  my  confequence 
with  Watts,  and  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  generally ;  and  you  muft  by  no  means 
fay  any  thing  in  favour  of  Hawkins  ;  but,  as  often  as  you  can  with  fafety  to  your- 
f'elf,  you  may  teach  the  Creeks  to  believe  that  he  is  no  better  than  he  fhould  be. 
Any  power  or  confequence  he  gets  will  be  againft  our'plan. 

Perhaps  Rogers,  who  has  no  office  to  iofe,  is  the  beft  man  to  give  out  talks 
againft  Hawkins.  Read  the  letter  to  Rogers,  and,  if  you  think  it  beft  to  fend  it  to 
him,  put  a  wafer  in  it,  and  forward  it  to  him  by  a  laic  hand  -t  or,  perhaps,  you  l^ad 

better 


286  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 

fenate,  and  to  this  committee,  re-  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  and 
fpedting  the  bnflnefs  now  under  an  affiftant  in  the  public  fadlory  at 
coniideration ;  and  find  them  all  to  TellicoBlock-houfe:  thatHawkins, 
be  of  the  fame  hand-writing  with  who  is  fo  often  mentioned  in  this 
the  letter  in  queftion.  Mr.  Blount  letter  as  a  perfon  who  mud;  be 
has  never  denied  this  letter,  but,  brought  into  fufpicion  among  the 
on  the  other  hand,  when  the  copy  Creeks,  and  if  poffible  driven  from 
tranfmitted  to  the  fenate  was  read  his  ftation,  is  the  fuperintendent  of 
in  his  prefence  on  the  3d  inftant,  Indian  affairs  for  the  United  States 
he  acknowledged,  in  his  place,  that  among  the  fouthern  Indians ;  Din- 
he  had  written  a  letter  to  Carey,  of  fmore  is  agent  for  the  United  States 
which  he  had  preferred  a  copy ;  but  in  the  Cherokee  nation ;  and  By- 
could  not  then  decide  whether  the  ers,  one  of  the  agents  in  the  pub- 
copy  read  was  a  true  one.  Your  lie  factory  at  Tellico  Block-houfe. 
committee  are,  therefore,  fully  per-  The  plan  hinted  at  in  this  extra- 
fuaded  that  the  original  letter,  now  ordinary  letter,  to  be  executed  un¬ 
produced,  was  written  and  fent  to  der  the  aufpices  of  the  Britifh,  is 
Carey  by  Mr.  Blount.  They  alfo  fo  capable  of  different  conltr unions 
find  that  this  man,  Carey,  to  whom  and  conjeftures,  that  your  commit- 
it  was  addreffed,  is,  to  the  know-  tee  at  prefent  forbear  giving  any 
ledge  of  Mr.  Blount,  in  the  pay  decided  opinion  refpedting  it;  ex- 
and  employment  of  the  United  cept  that  to  Mr.  Blount’s  own  mind 
States,  as  their  interpreter  to  the  it  appeared  to  be  inconfiftent  with 

the 

better  fend  for  him  to  come  to  you,  and  fpeik  to  him  yourfelf  refpedting  the  Hate 
and  profpedt  of  things. 

1  have  advifed  you,  in  whatever  you  do,  to  take  care  of  yourfelf.  I  have  now 
to  tell  you  to  take  care  of  me  ;  for  a  difeovery  of  the  plan  would  prevent  the  fuc- 
cefs,  and  much  injure  ail  the  parties  concerned.  It  may  be  that  the  commiffioners 
may  not  run  the  line  as  the  Indians  expect  or  wifh  ;  and  in  that  cafe,  it  is  probable 
that  the  Indians  may  be  taught  to  blame  me  for  making  the  treaty. 

To  fuch  complaints  againft  me,  if  fuch  there  are,  it  may  be  faid  by  my  friends, 
at  proper  times  and  places,  that  Doublehead  confirmed  the  treaty  with  the  Prefident 
at  Philadelphia,  and  received  as  much  as  5000  dollars  a  year,  to  be  paid  to  the  na¬ 
tion,  over  and  above  the  firft  price.  Indeed  it  may  with  truth  be  faid,  that  though  I 
made  the  treaty,  I  made  it  by  the  inflruftions  of  the  Prefident ;  and  in  fadt  it  may 
with  truth  be  Did,  that  I  was  by  the  Prefident  inftrudled  to  purchafe  much  more 
land  than  the  Indians  would  agree  to  fell. 

This  fort  of  talk  will  be  throwing  all  the  blame  off  me  upon  the  late  Prefident; 
and  as  he  is  now  out  of  office,  it  will  be  of  no  confequence  how  much  the  Indians 
blame  him.  And  among  other  things  that  may  be  laid  for  me  is,  that  I  was  not 
at  the  running  of  the  line,  and  that  if  I  had  been,  it  would  have  been  run  more  to 
their  fatisfaftion.  I11  lliort,  you  underftand  the  fubjedt,  and  muff  take  care  to  give 
out  the  proper  talks  to  keep  up  my  confequence  with  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees. 
Can’t  Rogers  continue  to  get  the  Creeks  to  define  the  Prefident  to  take  Hawkins 
out  of  the  nation  ?  For  if  he  ftays  in  the  Creek  nation,  and  gets  the  good-will  of 
the  nation,  he  can  and  will  do  great  injury  to  our  plan. 

When  you  have  read  this  letter  over  three  times,  then  burn  it.  I  fhall  be  at 
Knoxville  in  July  or  A u guff,  when  I  will  fend  for  Watts,  and  give  him  the  whif- 
key  I  promifed, 

I  am, 


William  Blount, 


STATE 

the  interefts  of  the  United  States 
and  of  Spain ;  and  he  was  therefore 
anxious  to  conceal  it  from  both. 
But  when  they  confidered  his  at¬ 
tempt  to  feduce  Carey  from  his 
duty  as  a  faithful  interpreter,  and 
to  employ  him  as  an  engine  to 
alienate  the  affection  and  confidence 
of  the  Indians  from  the  public  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  United  States  refiding 
among  them ;  the  meafures  he  has 
propofed  to  excite  a  temper  which 
mu  ft  produce  the  recall  or  expul- 
fion  of  our  fuperintendent  from  the 
Creek  nation ;  his  infidious  advice 
tending  to  the  advancement  of  his 
own  popularity  and  confequence  at 
the  expence  and  hazard  of  the  good 
opinion  which  the  Indians  entertain 
of  this  government,  and  of  the 
treaties  fubtifting  between  us  and 
them,  —  your  committee  have  no 
doubt  that  Mr.  Blount’s  conduct 
has  been  inconliftent  with  his  pub¬ 
lic  duty,  renders  him  unworthy  of 
a  further  continuance  of  his  prefent 
public  truft  in  this  body,  and 
amounts  to  a  high  mifdemeanor. 
—They  therefore  unanimoufly  re¬ 
commend  to  the  fenate  an  adoption 
of  the  following  refolution  : 

Refolved,  That  William  Blount, 
Efq.  one  of  the  fenators  of  the 
United  States,  hath  been  guilty  of 
a  high  mifdemeanor,  entirely  in- 
confiftent  with  his  public  truft  and 
duty  as  a  fenator  of  the  United 
States. 

On  Friday  July  7,  the  following  Mejfage 

was  received  hy  the  Senate  from  the 

Houfe  cf  Rejirefentatives . 

Mr.  Prelident, 

I  commanded  by  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives,  in  their  name, 
and  in  the  name  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  at  the  bar  of 
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your  houfe,  to  impeach  William 
Blount,  a  member  of  the  fenate, 
and  to  inform  you,  that  they  will 
exhibit,  in  due  time,  articles  of 
impeachment  againft  him,  and  make 
good  the  fame.  I  am  alfo  com¬ 
manded  to  demand  that  the  faid 
William  Blount  be  fequeftered  from 
his  feat  in  the  fenate,  and  that  or¬ 
ders  be  taken  for  his  appearance  to 
anfwer  the  charges  which  they  ftiall 
bring  againft  him. 

On  Saturday,  July  8,  a  motion 
was  put  and  carried  for  the  expul- 
fton  of  Mr.  Blount. 

Authentic  Documents ,  laid  before  Congrefs 
by  the  Frefdent  of  the  United  States „ 

Note  from  the  Briti/h  M infer, 

R.  LISTON  prefents  hisrefpedb 
to  Colonel  Pickering,  fecretary  of 
ftate. 

When  you  firft  mentioned  to 
me  the  fufpicions  exprefled  by  the 
Spanifh  minifter  refpedting  an  ex¬ 
pedition  fuppofed  to  be  preparing 
on  the  Lakes,  with  a  view  to  attack 
the  Spanifh  polls  in  Louifiana,  I 
took  the  liberty  of  obferving  to  you, 
that  I  had  no  knowledge  of  any 
fuch  preparations,  and  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  they  exifted. 

I  have  fince  requefted  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  fubjedl  from  the  gover- 
nor-9'eneral  of  Canada,  and  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  fecretary  of  ftate  j  and  I  have 
authority  to  allure  you,  that  no  ex¬ 
pedition  of  the  nature  of  that  al¬ 
luded  to,  has  been  or  is  intended 
by  the  Britilh  government.  Indeed, 
the  impropriety  of  violating  the 
neutral  territory  of  the  United 
States,  is  an  objection  of  fufficient 
magnitude  to  induce  the  King’s 
minifters  to  rejedt  any  fuch  plan, 
were  it  fuggefted  to  them. 
Philadelphia^  June  19,  1797. 


Note 
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2\ote  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr. 

Ljlon. 

Department  of  State,  Philadelphia , 
July  1,  1797. 

Sir, 

YOUR  note  of  the  19th  of  the 
laft  month,  alluding  to  the  fufpici- 
ons  exprelfed  by  the  Spanifh  minif- 
ter,  refpebting  an  expedition  fug- 
geihed  to  be  preparing  at  the  Lakes 
againfc  the  Spanifh  polls  in  Louifi- 
ana,  I  laid  before  the  Prefident  of 
the  United  St  ates,  who  receive4 
great  fatisfadlion  from  your  affurance 
that  no  fiich  expedition  has  been 
or  is  intended  by  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment. 

Will  you  permit  me  to  inquire 
whether  you  can  give  any  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  anv  other  project 
of  an  expedition  againit  any  part 
of  the  dominions  of  Spain,  adjacent 
to  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
tvhere  or  from  whence  any  co-ope¬ 
ration  was  contemplated  ?  I  am 
aware  of  the  delicacy  of  this  in¬ 
quiry  ;  but  the  franknefs  of  our 
verbal  anfwer,  formerly  relating  to 
the  alleged  expedition'from  Cana¬ 
da,  and  the  afiu ranees  in  your  note 
above  mentioned,  lead  me  to  hope 
that  you  will  not  deem  the  prefent 
inquiry  improper;  and  the  proofs 
you  have  uniformly  given  of  refpedt 
to  the  rights  and  interefts  of  the 
United  States,  authorize  the  further 
hope,  that  you  will  feel  yourfelf  at 
liberty  to  communicate  any  infor¬ 
mation  you  potlefs,  which  on  this 
occafion  may  concern  their  tran¬ 
quillity  and  welfare  ;  and  I  beg  you 
to  be  allured  that  it  is  on  this  ground 
only  that  I  would  make  the  inquiry. 
I  will  add,  however,  that  it  is  not 
the  refult  of  fufpicion,  but  of  infor¬ 
mation  (in  which  your  name  is  in¬ 
troduced)  that  fome  project  of  the 
kind  has  been  contemplated,  and 
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that  the  means  propofed  for  carry 
ing  it  into  execution  could  not  but 
be  highly  detrimental  to  the  United 
States. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  refpect,  Sir, 
Your  moll  obedient  fervant, 
Timothy  Pickering. 

Robert  In '/Ion,  Pjq.  Envy  Ex¬ 
traordinary  and  M infer 
Plenipotentiary  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefly  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

Repdy  of  Mr.  Liflon. 

R.  LISTON  prefents  his  refpeeltf 
to  Colonel  Pickering,  fecretary  of 
Hate. 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiv¬ 
ing  your  letter  of  yeflerday. 

In  the  courfe  of  laft  winter,  fome 
perfons  did  actually  propofe  to  me 
a  plan  for  an  attack  on  the  Fioridas, 
and  the  other  podeffions  of  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  Maietlv  adjoining;  to  the  ter- 
ritories  of  the  United  States. 

The  general  outline  of  the  projedl 
was,  that  the  expedition  fhould  be 
undertaken  by  a  Britifh  force  lent 
by  fea,  and  feconded  by  a  number 
of  men  refident  within  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  who,  I  was  af- 
fured,  would  be  willing  to  join  the 
King’s  llandard,  if  it  were  erefled 
on  the  Spanifn  territory. 

I  informed  the  projectors  that  I 
could  not  give  any  encouragement 
to  a  plan  of  this  nature  ;  and'  I  par¬ 
ticularly  Hated  two  objections  to  it ; 
the  impropriety  of  any  meafure  that 
tended  to  a  violation  of  the  neutra¬ 
lity  of  the  United  States, — and  the 
inhumanity  of  calling  in  the  aid  of 
the  Indians  :  a  circumflance  hinted 
at  in  the  conversation  that  had  taken 
place  o*n  the  fubjedl. 

I  conceived  it  to  be  my  duty, 
hpwever,  to  mention  the  bufinefs 

in 
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i  in  my  correspondence  with  my  Su¬ 
periors;  and  I  lately  received  an 
anfwer,  acquainting  me  that4  his 
<  Majefy’s  minifters  did  not  think, 
proper  to  give  any  countenance  to 
the  project.  The  two  objections 
above  alluded  to  (which  I  had  cf 
courfe  infifed  on  in  my  report)  are 
ftated  as  fufficient  reafons  for  its  re- 
\  jedtion. 

You  mutt  allow  me,  Sir,  to  de¬ 
cline  entering  into  any  further  par¬ 
ticulars  :  on  the  one  hand,  becaufe, 
i  although  I  have  all  along  fufpedted 
that  the  perfons  who  propofed  the 
:  plan  to  me,  might  not  improbably 
be  employed  by  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain,  to  endeavour  with 
Snifter  views  to  infinuate  themfelves 
into  my  confidence ;  yet  as  thefe  my 
furmifes  may  be  falfe,  1  fhould  not 
be  juftified  in  betraying  the  fecrets 
of  men  who  may  have  meant  me 
well ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  be¬ 
caufe,  however  loofe  the  principles 
of  thefe  fpeculators  may  have  been 
on  the  fubjedf  of  the  law  of  nations 
(as  it  regards  the  duties  of  neutra¬ 
lity)  none  of  them,  in  their  inter- 
courfe  with  me,  ever  expretfed  Sen¬ 
timents  that  were  in  any  degree 
hoftile  to  the  interefts  of  the  United 
States. 

Philadelphia ,  July  2. 

Addrefs  of  the  President  cf  the  United 
States  of  America  to  Congrefs ,  on 
opening  the  Seffion ,  November  23. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
ReprefentativeSj 

1  WAS  for  fome  time  appre¬ 
hend  ve  that  it  would  be  neceffa'ry, 
On  account  of  the  contagious  tick- 
hefs  which  affeefted  the  city  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  to  convene  the  national 
Vol.  XXXIX, 


legiflattire  at  fome  other  place. 
This  meafure  it  was  defirable  to  a- 
void,  becaufe  it  would  occafioii 
much  public  inconvenience,  and  a 
confiderable  public  expence,  and 
add  to  the  calamities  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  this  city,  whofe  Sufferings, 
muff  have  excited  the  fympathy  of 
all  their  fellow-citizens.  There¬ 
fore,  after  taking  meafures  to  af- 
certain  the  hate  and  decline  of  the 
ficknefs,  I  poftponed  my  determi¬ 
nation,  having  hopes,  now  happily 
realifed,  that,  without  hazard  to  the 
lives  or  health  of  the  Members, 
Congrefs  might  alienable  at  this 
place,  where  it  was  next  by  law  to 
meet.  I  fubmit,  however,  to  your 
conlideration,  whether  a  power  to 
poftpone  the  meeting  of  Congrefs,, 
without  palling  the  time  fixed  by 
the  conlfitution  upon  fuch  occa- 
lions,  would  be  a  ufeful  amendment 
to  the  law  of  One  thoufand  fevem 
hundred  and  ninety-four.  Altho* 
I  cannot  yet  congratulate  you  on 
the  re-eftablifhment  of  peace  in 
Europe,  and  the  ref  oration  of  fecu- 
rity  to  the  perfons  and  properties 
of  oilr  citizens  from  injuftice  and 
violence  at  fea,  we.  have,  neverthe- 
lefs,  abundant  caufe  of  gratitude  to 
the  Source  of  benevolence  and  in¬ 
fluence,  for  interior  tranquillity  and 
perfonal  Security,  for  propitious 
feafons,  profperous  agriculture,  pro¬ 
ductive  fifheries,  and  general  im¬ 
provements  :  and,  above  all,  for  a 
national  fpirit  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  and  a  calm  but  fteady  de¬ 
termination  to  Support  our  Sove¬ 
reignty,  as  well  as  our  moral  and 
religious  principles,  againft  all  open 
and  fecret  attacks. 

Our  Envoys  Extraordinary  to 
the  French  Republic  embarked, 
one  in  July,  the  other  in  Auguft, 
to  join  their  colleagues  in  Hollands 
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I  have  received  intelligence  of  the 
arrival  of  both  of  them  in  Holland, 
from  whence  they  all  proceeded  on 
their  journey  to  Paris,  within  a  few 
days  of  the  19th  of  September. 
Whatever  may  be  the  refult  of  this 
million,  I  trull  that  nothing  will 
have  been  omitted  on  my  part  to 
conduct  the  negotiation  to  a  fuccefs- 
ful  conclufion,  on  fuch  equitable 
terms  as  may  be  compatible  with 
the  Safety,  honour,  and  interefls  of 
the  United  States.  Nothing  in  the 
mean  time  will  contribute  fo  much 
to  the  prefervation  of  peace,  and 
the  attainment  of  juflice,  as  a  mani¬ 
festation  of  the  energy  and  unani¬ 
mity,  of  which,  on  many  former 
occafions,  the  people  of  the  United 
States  have  given  fuch  memorable 
proofs,  and  the  exertions  of  thofe 
reiources,  for  national  defence, 
■which  a  benevolent  Providence  has- 
kindly  placed  within  their  power. 

It.  may  be  confidently  affected, 
that  nothing  has  occurred  fince  the 
adjournment  of  Congr-efs,  which 
renders  inexpedient  thofe  precau¬ 
tionary  meafiires  recommended  bv 
me  to  the  confideration  of  the  two 
Howies,  at  the  opening  of  your  late 
extraordinary  fefxion.  If  that  fyf- 
tern  was  then  prudent,  it  is  more  fo 
now,  as  increafing  depredations 
ilrengthen  the  reafons  for  its  adop¬ 
tion. 

Indeed,  whatever  may  be  the  if- 
fue  of  the  negotiation  with  France, 
and  whether  the  war  in  Europe  is 
or  is  not  to  continue,  I  hold  it  moll 
certain,  that  permanent  tranquillity 
and  order  will  not  Soon  be  obtain¬ 
ed.  The  Hate  of  fociety  has  fo 
long  been  dillurbed,  the  fenle  of 
moral  and  religious  obligations  fo 
much  weakened,  public  faith  and 
national  honour  have  been  fo  im¬ 
paired,  refpeCt  to  treaties  has  been 


fo  diminilhed,  and  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions  has  loft  fo  much  of  its  force, 
while  pride,  ambition,  avarice,  and 
violence,  have  been  fo  much  unre- 
Strained,  there  remains  no  reafon- 
able  ground  on  which  to  raife  an 
expectation  that  a  commerce,  with¬ 
out  protection  or  defence,  will  not 
be  plundered. 

The  commerce  of  the  United- 
States  is  effential,  if  not  to  their  ex¬ 
istence,  at  leaft  to  their  comfort, 
their  growth,  profperily,  and  happU 
nefs;  the  genius,  character,  and  ha¬ 
bits  of  the  people  are  highly  com¬ 
mercial;  their  cities  have  been 
formed  and  exift  upon  commerce  5 
our  agriculture,  fiflieries,  arts,  and 
manufactures,  are  connected  wdtb 
and  dependent  upon  it.  In  fhort, 
commerce  has  made  this  country 
what  it  is,  and  it  cannot  be  deftroy- 
ed  or  negledted,  without  involving 
the  people  in  poverty  and  diltrefs. 
Great  numbers  are  direCtly  and 
folelv  Supported  by  navigation. 
The  faith  of  fociety  is  pledged  for 
the  preservation  of  the  rights  of 
commercial  and  Seafaring,  no  lefs 
than  for  thofe  of  the  other  citizens. 
Under  this  view  of  our  affairs,  I 
fhould  hold  myfelf  guilty  of  a  ne- 
gleCt  of  duty  if  1  forbore  to  recom¬ 
mend  that  we  fhould  make  every 
exertion  to  proteCt  our  commerce, 
and  to  place  our  country  in  a  fuit- 
able  pofture  of  defence,  as  the  only 
Sure  means  of  preserving  both. 

I  have  entertained  an  expecta¬ 
tion  that  it  would  have  been  in  my 
power,  at  the  opening  of  this  tef- 
lion,  to  have  communicated  to  you 
the  agreeable  information  of  the 
due  execution  of  our  treaty  with 
his  Catholic  Majefty,  refpeCting  th« 
withdrawing  of  his  troops  from  our 
territory,  and  the  demarcation  of 
the  buy  of  limits:  blit,  by  the  lateft 

authen- 
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authentic  intelligence,  Spanifh  gar- 
rifons  were  ftill  continued  within 
our  country,  and  the  running  of  the 
boundary  line  had  not  been  com¬ 
menced.  Thefe  circum dances  are 
the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  they 
cannot  fail  to  affecft  the  Indians  in  a 
manner  injurious  to  the  United 
States.  Still,  however,  indulging 
the  hope  that  the  anfwers  which 
have  been  given  wifi  remove  the 
objections  offered  by  the  Spanifh 
officers  to  the  immediate  execution 
of  the  treaty,  I  have  judged'  it 
proper  that  we  fliould  continue  in 
readinefs  to  receive  the  polls,  and 
to  run  the  line  of  limits. 

Further  information  on  this  .fub- 
ject  will  be  communicated  in  the 
courfe  of  the  feffion. 

In  connexion  with  the  unplea- 
fanX  ftate  of  things  on  our  weftern 
frontier,  it  is  proper  for  me  to 
mention  the  attempts  of  foreign 
agents  to  alienate  the  affections  of 
the  Indian  nations,  and  to  excite 
them  to  aCtual  hoftilities  againff  the 
United  States.  Great  activity  has 
been  exerted  by  thofe  perfons  who 
have  insinuated  themfelves  among 
the  Indian  tribes  redding  within 
the  territories  of  the  United  States, 
to  influence  them  to  transfer  their 
affeCtions  and  force  to  a  foreign  na¬ 
tion  ;  to  form  them  into  a  confe¬ 
deracy,  and  to  prepare  them  for 
war  againff  the  United  States. 

Although  meafures  have  been 
taken  to  counteract  thefe  infractions 
of  our  rights,  to  prevent  Indian  hof¬ 
tilities,  and  to  preferve  entire  their 
attachment  to  the  United  States,  it 
is  my  duty  to  obferve,  that  to  give 
a  better  effeCt  to  thefe  meafures, 
and  to  obviate  the  confequence  of 
a  repetition  of  fuch  practices,  a  law, 
providingadequate  punifhment  for 
fuch  offences,  may  be  iieceffary. 

'A 


APE  R  S.  i9t 

The  Commiffioners  appointed 
under  the  fifth  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Naviga¬ 
tion,  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  to  afcertain  the 
river  which  was  truly  intended  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  the  River  St.  Croix, 
mentioned  in  the  treaty  of  peace, 
met  at  Palzamaquody  Bay,  in  Octo¬ 
ber  1796,  and  viewed  the  mouths 
of  the  rivers  in  queftion,  and  the 
adjacent  fhores  and  iffands;  and  be¬ 
ing  of  opinion  that  aCiual  furveys 
of  both  rivers  to  their  fources  were 
neceffary,  gave  to  the  agents  of  the 
two  nations  inffruCtions  for  that 
purpofe,  and  adjourned  to  meet  at 
Bolton  in  Auguft.  They  met,  but 
the  furveys  requiring  more  time 
than  had  been  fuppofed,  and  not 
being  then  completed,  the  Com¬ 
miffioners  again  adjourned,  to  meet 
at  Providence,  in  the  ftate  of  Rhode 
Ifland,  in  June  next,  when  we  may 
expeCt  a  final  examination  and  d e» 
cifion. 

The  Commiffioners  appointed  in. 
purfuance  of  the  6th  article  of  the 
treaty,  met  at  Philadelphia  in  May 
laft,  to  examine  the  claims  of  Brh 
tifli  fubjeffs  for  debts  contracted  be¬ 
fore  the  peace,  and  ftill  remaining 
due  to  them  from  citizens  or  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  United  States.  Va¬ 
rious  caufes  have  hitherto  prevented 
any  determination;  but  the  buft- 
nefs  is  now  refumed,  and  doubtlefs 
will  be  profecuted  without  inter¬ 
ruption. 

Several  deci lions  on  the  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  Stages,  for 
Ioffes  and  damages  fuftained  by  rea- 
fon  of  irregular  and  illegal  captures, 
or  condemnations  of  their  velfels  or 
other  property,  have  been  made  by 
the  Commiffioners  in  London, con¬ 
formably  to  the  feventh  article  of 
the  treaty-  The  fums  awarded  by 
T  2  ‘  thf 
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the  Commiffioners  have  been  paid 
by  the  Britifli  government.  A  con- 
flderable  number  of  other  claims, 
where  colls  and  damages,  and  not 
captured  property,  were  the  only 
objects  in  queflion,  have  been  de¬ 
cided  by  arbitration  ;  and  the  fums 
awarded  to  the  citizens  of  the  li¬ 
nked  States  have  alfo  been  paid. 

The  Commiffioners  appointed  a- 
greeably  to  the  2  1  ft  article  of  our 
treaty  with  Spain,  met  at  Philadel¬ 
phia  in  the  fummer  pafl,  to  examine 
and  decide  on  the  claims  of  our  ci¬ 
tizens  for  Ioffes  they  have  fuftained 
in  confequence  of  their  veffels  and 
cargoes  having  been  taken  by  the 
fiibjefls  of  his  Catholic  Majefly, 
during  the  late  war  between  Spain 
and  France.  Their  fittings  have 
been  interrupted,  but  now  are  re¬ 
fumed. 

:  The  United  States  being  obligat¬ 
ed  to  make  compenfation  for  the 
iofies  and  damages  fuftained  bv  Bri- 
tifh  fubjedts,  upon  the  award  of  the 
Commiffioners  afline  under  the 

O 

fixth  article  of  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  and  for  the  Ioffes  and  da¬ 
mages  fuftained  by  Britifli  fubjefls, 
by  reafon  of  the  capture  of  their 
rebels  and  merchandize,  taken 
within  the  limits  and  jurifdiflion  of 
the  United  States,  and  brought  in¬ 
to  their  ports,  or  taken  by  veffels 
originally  armed  in  ports  of  the 
United  States;  upon  the  awards  of 
the  Commiffioners  adding  under  the 
feveilth  article  of  the  fame  treaty, 
It  is  neceffary  that  provifion  be 
made  for  fulfilling  thefe  obliga¬ 
tions. 

The  numerous  captures  of  Ame¬ 
rican  veffels  by  thq  cruizers  of  the 
French  Republic,  and  of  fome  by 
thole  of  ff'pai n,  have  occafioned 
confiderable  cxpences  in  making 
stxi  fupporting  the  claim  of  our 


citizens  before  their  tribunals;  and 
the  fums  required  for  the  purpofe 
have,  in  divers  inftances,  been  dif- 
burfed  by  the  Confuls  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States.  By  means  of  the  fame 
captures,  great  numbers  of  our  Tea¬ 
men  have  been  thrown  afliore  in 
foreign  countries,  deftitute  of  all 
means  of  fubfiflence ;  and  the  tick, 
in  particular,  have  been  expofed  to 
grievous  fufferings.  The  Confuls 
have  in  thefe  cafes  alfo  advanced 
money  for  their  relief.—* » For  thefe 
advances  they  reafonably  expeft  re- 
imburfements  from  the  United 
States. 

The  Confular  Adi,  relative  to 
feamen,  requires  revifion  and  a- 
mendment :  the  proviiions  for  their 
fupport  in  foreign  countries,  and 
for  their  return,  are  found  to  be 
inadequate  and  ineffedtual.  Ano¬ 
ther  provihon  feems  neceffary  to  be 
added  to  the  Confular  Adi:  fome 
foreign  veffels  have  been  difeover* 
ed  failing  under  the  flag  of  the  U- 
nited  States,  and  with  foreign  pa¬ 
pers.  It  feidom  happens  that  the 
Confuls  can  detedl  this  deception, 
becaufe  they  have  no  authority  to 
demand  an  infpedlion  of  the  regifler 
and  fea-letters. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives, 

It  is  my  duty  to  recommend  to 
your  ferious  confederation  thofeob- 
jedls  which,  by  the  conflitution, 
are  placed  particularly  within  your 
fphere,  the  National  Debt  and 
Taxes. 

Since  the  decay  of  the  feudal 
fyflem,  by  which  the  public  de¬ 
fence  was  provided  for,  chiefly  at 
the  expence  of  individuals,  the 
fyflem  of  loans  has  been  introdu¬ 
ced  :  and  as  no  nation  can  raife 
within  the  year,  by  taxes,  fufficient 
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films  for  its  defence  and  military 
operation  in  time  of  war,  the  rum 
loaned,  and  debts  contracted,  have 
neceffarily  become  the  fubjedt  of 
what  have  been  called  the  funding 
fy  Items. 

The  confequences  anting  from 
the  continual  accumulation  of  pub¬ 
lic  debts  in  other  countries,  ought 
to  admonith  us  to  be  careful  to 
prevent  their  growth  in  our  own. 
The  national  defence  mutt  be  pro¬ 
vided  for,  as  well  as  the  fupport 
of  government;  but  both  fhould 
be  accomplifhed  as  much  as  poffi- 
ble  by  immediate  taxes,  and  as  little 
as  poiTibie  by  loans. 

The  Effimates  for  the  fervice  of 
the  enfuing  year  will,  by  my  di¬ 
rection,  be  laid  before  you. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefen  tatives, 

We  are  met  together  at  a  moil 
intereffing  period.  The  fituation 
of  the  principal  powers  of  Europe 
are  fingular  and  portentous.  Con¬ 
nected  with  fome  by  treaties,  and 
with  all  by  commerce,  no  import¬ 
ant  event  there  can  be  indifferent 
to  us.  Such  circumftances  call, 
with  a  peculiar  importunity,  not 
lefs  for  a  difpoiition  to  unite  in  all 
thofe  meafures  on  which  the  ho¬ 
nour,  fafety,  and  profperity  of  our 
country  depend,  than  for  ail  the 
exertions  of  wifdom  and  firmnefs. 

In  all  fuch  meafures  you  may 
rely  on  my  zealous  and  hearty  con¬ 
currence.  John  Adams. 

To  the  Addrefs ,  which  is  7iearly  the  Echo 
of  the  above  Speech ,  the  Vrcjidcnt 
made  the  following  Reply. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate, 

I  thank  you  for  this  addrefs. 
When,  after  the  moff  laborious  in- 
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veftigation,  and  ferious  refleftion, 
without  partial  confiderations  or 
perfonal  motives,  meafures  have 
been  adopted  or  recommended,  I 
can  receive  no  higher  teflimony  of 
their  reCtitude  than  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  an  Affembly  fo  independ¬ 
ent,  patriotic,  and  enlightened,  as 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Nothing  has  afforded  me  more 
entire  falisfaCtion  than  the  coinci¬ 
dence  of  your  judgment  with  mine, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  effential  im¬ 
portance  of  our  commerce,  and  the 
abfolute  neceffity  of  a  maritime  de¬ 
fence.  What  is  it  that  has  drawn 
to  Europe  the  fuperfiuous  riches  of* 
the  three  other  quarters  of  the 
globe  but  a  marine?  What  is  it 
that  has  drained  the  wealth  of  Eu¬ 
rope  itfelf  into  the  coffers  of  two 
or  three  of  its  principal  commercial 
powers  but  a  marine?  The  world 
has  furnifhed  no  example  of  a  flour- 
ifhing  commerce  without  a  mari¬ 
time  protection;  and  a  moderate 
knowledge  of  man  and  his  hiftory 
will  convince  any  one,  that  no  fuch 
prodigy  ever  can  arife.  A  mercan¬ 
tile  marine  and  a  military  marine 
muff  grow  up  together — one  can¬ 
not  long  exift  without  the  other. 

JoHnAd  AMS.  , 


Meffage  from  the  Dire  Story  of  the  French 
Republic ,  on  the  (2\th  of  July ,  to  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

HE  lamentable  ftate  of  the 
finat^cps  becomes  worfe  eve¬ 
ry  moment ;  all  the  branches  of  the 
public  fervice  buffer;  they  will  all 
fail  together  in  a  few  days,  if  a 
prompt  remedy  be  notadminiftered. 

A  view  of  their  affual  fituation 
will  demonftrate  this  fad  truth. 
The  accounts  of  credit,  opened 
fince  the  iff  Yendenffaire  to  this 
T  3  da  y 
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ciay,  amount  to  the  fum  of  four 
hundred  and  five  millions.  The 
hums  paid  in  the  aforefaid  period, 
fuch  as  annuities  and  penfions,  and 
the  falaries  in  myriogrammes,  a- 
mount  to  twenty  or  twenty-five 
millions;  the  total  fums  of  which 
the  payment  has  been  authorifed 
by  the  legiflative  body  to  about 
four  hundred  and  twenty-five  mil¬ 
lions. 

Of  this  fum,  the  minifters  have 
Hill  feventy  millions  to  difpofe. 
The  minifter  of  finance  has  fuf- 
pended  the  payment  of  thirty-eight 
millions,  on  orders  of  payment  de¬ 
livered  to  him.  That  fum  may,  to 
a  certain  degree,  be  confidered  as 
if  it  had  not  been  appointed  to  be 
paid  ;  and  thence  it  refults  that  the 
expences  adtually  difburfed,  whe¬ 
ther  by  the  authority  of  the  two 
councils  of  the  legiflative  body,  by 
the  minifters,  or  by  other  perfons, 
amount  only  to  three  hundred  and 
feventeen  millions.  The  expences 
of  the  campaign  of  Italy  are  not 
included  in  this  fum,  except  fome 
fums  particularly  authorifed;  be- 
eaufe  as  the  army  lives  on  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  contributions  which  it 
caufes  to  be  levied,  the  account 
will  be  regulated  definitively.  But 
the  army  of  Italy  conftitutes  not 
the  foie  force  which  the  republic 
fupports ;  it  has  befides  under  its 
ftandards,  the  armies  of  the  Rhine 
and  Mofqlle,  the  Sambre  and  the 
Meufe,  the  garrifons  of  the  inte¬ 
rior,  the  extraordinaries  of  the  ma¬ 
rine,  &c.  and  when  the  political 
fituation  of  the  republic  is  confide¬ 
red  with  impartiality,  it  fhould  be 
matter  of  furprife  to  fee  ourfelves 
arriving  within  two  months  of  con¬ 
cluding  the  year  with  a  fimple  au¬ 
thority  for  the  expence  of  three 
hundred  and  feventeen  millions. 
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whereas  previous  to  the  revolution, 
much  greater  fums  were  expended 
in  ordinary  periods. 

Doubtlefs,  the  fum  total  of  the 
expences  is  not  yet  exactly  known, 
nor  conlequently  fettled;  but  what 
we  already  know  and  perceive,  fupj 
ports  the  force  of  this  obfervation. 

This  ftate  of  things  will  appear 
ftill  more  aftonifhing,  when  you 
conftder  that  of  thefe  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventeen  millions  ex¬ 
pended,  more  than  eighty  are  ftill 
due  to  the  parties  who  fhould  re¬ 
ceive  them,  and  that  their  titles 
confift  either  in  a  pledge  on  the 
value  of  national  property,  or  on 
the  produce  of  contributions  to  be 
brought  in thence  it  refults,  that 
if,  on  the  one  hand,  the  authorifed 
expences  amount  to  three  hundred 
and  feventeen  millions,  the  pay¬ 
ments  made  amount  only  to  two 
hundred  and  forty,  or  two  hundred 
and  fifty  millions.  All  the  chefts 
however  are  empty.  We  exift  only 
from  day  to  day ;  and  this  pofition, 
well  known  to  the  national  treafure, 
ought  to  prevail  over  all  the  hypo¬ 
thetical  calculations  which  may  be 
prefented  to  attempt  to  deftroy  it. 
Its  exahbiefs  is  befides  demonftrated 
by  all  the  ftcatements  of  monies  al¬ 
ready  received,  and  of  thofe  to  be 
received,  which  the  commiffaries  of 
the  national  treafury  have  prefent¬ 
ed  almoft  every  month.  You  will 
thence  tee,  Citizens  Reprefenta-. 
tives,  that  whatever  efforts  we  ufe, 
we  cannot  calculate,  by  the  exifting, 

laws,  on  more  than  twenty-four  or 

* 

twenty-five  millions ;  you  muff  alfo 
forefee  that  the  amount  of  the  two 
or  three  following  months  will  not 
arrive,  by  reafon  of  the  ftownefs 
experienced  in  the  receipt  of  direct 
contributions  during  the  harveft. 
If  calculations  apparently  higher 

are 
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s*rc  prefented,  they  give  only  nomi¬ 
nal  eftimates ;  but  it  is  not  with  them 
that  the  public  fervice  can  be  main¬ 
tained.  What  imports  it,  in  reality, 
that  the  receipts  amount  to  fifty 
tnillions  (if  you  will)  per  month, 
if  we  mu  ft  deduct  therefrom  ten 
millions  remitted  by  orders  of  dif- 
charge,  as  many  in  Ions  de  requifition , 
two  millions  en  cotte  nationals,  three 
millions  in  charges,  which  are  reck¬ 
oned  neither  in  the  accounts  of 
receipt  nor  expediture  ;  as  then 
there  remain  only  twenty-five  at 
difpofal. 

It  has  been  complained,  that,  in 
order  to  fuftain  the  public  fervice, 
bons  have  been  given,  payable  out 
of  the  contributions  to  be  levied  ; 
but  with  regard  to  fums  failed,  there 
refulted  fo me  inconveniences.  What 
meafure  is  exempted  from  incon¬ 
venience,  when  the  receipt  is  below 
the  expenditure  ?  The  Executive 
Directory  has  endeavoured  to  ftop 
this  proceeding,  by  deciding  that, 
in  future,  no  order  of  payment  ftiall 
be  delivered  but  ondifpofable  funds. 
To  commence  putting  this  meafure 
in  practice,  there  was  of  public  trea- 
fure  only  759,970  livres  ;  it  was 
neceftary,  from  the  want  of  docu¬ 
ments,  to  conlider  as  already  col¬ 
lected,  all  the  prefumed  incomes  of 
ja  whole  decade.  Making  a  due 
diftribution  of  this  fum,  there  re¬ 
mains  difpoiable  for  the  fervice  of 
ten  days,  after  deducing  the  pay  of 
the  fubfiftence  of  the  army,  the  an¬ 
nuities,  penftons,  and  indemnifica¬ 
tion  of  the  legiflative  body,  only 
234,000  livres.  That  fum  being 
evidently  infufficient,  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the'  treafury  have  been 
required  to  endeavour  to  procure 
500,000  livres  by  negotiation  ;  they 
replied,  that  they  were  unable  to 
procure  it;  and  if  they  had  not 


been  able  to  announce,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  we  might  calculate  on 
400,000  livres,  ariftng  from  an  an¬ 
terior  operation,  we  ihould  have 
found  ourfelves  under  an  impdtli- 
bility  of  making  fupplies  "which 
could  not  be  fufpended  without 
endangering  the  public  fafety.  - 

The  Executive  Direftory  has  often 
already  fubmitted  to  you,  Citizens 
Reprefentatives,  its  observations  on 
this  fubjeft ;  it  dreads  not  making- 
known  the  ftate  of  the  public  for¬ 
tune,  becaufe  it  is  convinced  of  the 
poftibiliiy  of  recruiting  it,  fo  as  to 
re-animate  the  confidence  of  good 
citizens,  to  ftrike  defpair  into  our 
internal  enemies,  to  aftonifh  our 
external,  and  finally  to  demonftrate 
that  the  revolution  has  not  been 
made  in  France  to  terminate  in 
that  ftate  of  diftrefs  which  is  now- 
experienced  in  that  country. 

You  will  obferve,  Citizens  Repre¬ 
fentatives,  that  we  are  reduced  to 
re-aftefs  the  landed  contribution 
which  ought  to  have  been  leviable 
ten  months  ago  ;  that  the  law  which 
was  to  produce  ftxty  millions  by 
the  perfonal  contribution  of  the  5  th 
year,  is  not  yet  made  ;  that  the 
great  communes  have  not  at  their 
difpofition  the  fupplementary  means 
which  are  neceftary  for  their  local 
expences,  and  that  we  are  under 
the  neceftity  of  remitting  to  the 
commune  of  Paris,  that  it  may  pro¬ 
vide  for  its  local  expences  almoft 
all  the  taxes  of  the  department  of 
the  Seine  ;  that  the  indirect  contri¬ 
butions  announced  ftnce  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year  are  not  even  yet 
put  in  a  train  of  difcuflion  ;  that  the 
improvements  which  may  be  attain¬ 
ed  from  enregiftering  ftamps,  mort¬ 
gages,  and  pofts,  ^re  yet  but  mere 
projects,;  that  the  relources  which 
may  be  drawn  from  mortgaged  lands 
T  4  and 
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and  rent -charges  not  feudal,  are 
Hill  entire. 

The  utility  and  the  neceffity  alfo 
of  tliefe  objects  have  been  long  ac¬ 
knowledged  :  fince  it  has  been  pro- 
pofed  to  fubmit  them  to  your  deli¬ 
berations,  the  hopes  conceived  from 
them  had  fuffiained  the  .fervice  ;  that 
refource  does  no  more  exift ;  other 
means  are  become  indifpenfable ; 
without  authoriting  them,  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  next  decade  will  be  im- 
poffible. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive 
Directory  to  declare  to  you  that  it 
has  arrived  to  the  point  of  that  crifis 
which  it  announced  a  long  time 
ago.  and  that  it  has  retarded  it,  by 
ail  the  means  in  its  power  to  ufe. 
You  will  find  in  your  wifdom  the 
means  of  obviating  the  incalculable 
evils  that  mult  refult,  if  the  public 
ireafury  does  not  receive  prompt 
and  efficacious  fuccours. 

The  Executive  Directory  invites 
you,  Citizens  Reprefentatives,  to 
tarze  into  confideration  the  requeft 
that  it  has  made  to  you. 

The  following  fades  prove  how 
urgent  it  is 

We  learn  that  the  pay  of  the  ar¬ 
my  is  in  arrear. 

There  are  only  234  thoufand 
francs  for  urgent  purpofes,  which 
require  ten  millions. 

There  is  more  than  live  due  to 
perfon  in  employment,  the  major 
part  of  whom  have  not  yet  received 
the  whole  of  what  was  due  to  them 
in  the  month  of  Germinal. 

The  repairs  of  reads  and  public 
monuments  are  about  to  fee  fuf- 
pended. 

The  providers  •  of  bread  to  the 
prifons  muft  hop. 

The  fervice  of  the  hofpitals  is 
expofed  to  the  fame  danger. 

There  is  no  effedtive  referve. 
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There  remains  nothing  difpo li¬ 
able. 

It  is  to  you,  Citizens  Pveprefenta* 
lives  alone  that  it  belongs  to  find  a 
remedy. 

(Signed) 

Carnot,  Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Secretary  General, 

Meffage  from  the  Executive  Eire  fiery  to 
the  Council  of  Five  hundred, \  cf  the 
14 th  Thermidor  (Aug.  1.) 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

THE  Executive  Directory  has 
juft  given  the  fecond  deciiion  on 
the  urgent  payments  to  be  made  in 
the  fecond  decade  of  Thermidor ; 
the  demands,  originating  from  the 
mofc  preffing  wants,  amounted  to 
about  twenty  millions.  In  order  to 
maintain  the  publ'c  fervice,  it  was 
neceffiary  to  oonfider  the  prefump- 
tive  receipt  of  the  departments  dur¬ 
ing  the  lafl  decade,  and  that  of  the 
national  treaferv  during  theprefent, 
as  funds  actually  to  be  difpofed  of. 
The  fum  total  of  ihefe  funds  it  has 
not  been  poffible  to  rate  higher 
than  at  6,620,000  livres,  which  have 
been  diftributed  in  fuch  manner  as 
appeared  moib  conformable  to  the 
fubfifling  laws,  and  the  fupport  of 
the  public  fervice,  under  the  difficult 
eircumfbmces  wherein  we  are  placed.. 
There  remains  a  deficit  of  about 
fourteen  millions  for  the  next  de¬ 
cade,  to  which  is  to  be  added  the 
expence  of  the  ten  following  davs. 
Wh  atever  calculations  may  be  made, 
Cit  izens  Reprefentatives,  it  mull 
be  evident  to  you,  that  our  prefent 
means  are  not  fufficient  From  the 
ffiatement  tranfmitted  to  vou  a  few 
days  fnce  by  the  national  treafury, 
it  is  clear  that  we  cannot  expedt  to 
receive  twenty  -  three  millions  in 
fpecie  during  the  month .  of  Them 
v  midor. 
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midor.  With  means  fo  feeble,  it 
will  be  impoffible  to  maintain  the 
public  fervice ;  and  the  difficulties 
it  labours  under  renders  its  fituation 
worfe  every  day.  This  ftate  of 
things  deferves  your  attention  the 
more,  as  it  might  be  altered  by 
making  ufe  of  the  refources  which 
the  republic  has  yet  left.  The  per- 
fuation,  Citizens  Reprefentatives, 
that  thefe  refources  ftill  exift,  has 
hitherto  fupported  our  courage  and 
animated  our  hope  ;  but  it  is  time 
to  improve  them.  The  minifter  of 
finances  has  pointed  out  fome  of 
them  in  the  report  annexed  to  this 
meflage.  The  Directory  has  met 
with  frequent  opportunities  to  in¬ 
vite  you  to  examine  into  thefe  re¬ 
fources,  and  the  danger  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  moment  obliges  them  to  repeat 
this  requeft.  From  a  convidion 
that  the  adoption  of  proper  mea- 
fures  for  reftoring  public  credit 
would  produce  the  moft  fortunate 
change,  the  Diredory  fincerely  wjfh 
thai  you  may  take  them  into  fpeedy 
^onfideration. 

(Signed) 

Carnot,  Prefident. 

La  garde,  Secretary  General. 

Mefjbge  from  the  Dir  calory  to  the  Council 
oj  hive  Hundred,  9th  of  Huguft. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

THE  Executive  Diredorv  tranf- 
mits  you  the  deciiion  which  it  has 
juft  made  refpeding  the  urgency 
of  the  payments  which  are  to  take 
place  during  the  3d  decade,  the  ftate 
of  the  demands  formed  by  the  pro¬ 
per  officers,  and  the  report  of  the 
minifter  of  the  finances.  It  defires 
you  would  infped  thefe  documents, 
and  compare  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things  with  the  fituatipn  in  which 
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we  have  been  at  a  fimilar  period, 
during  the  two  preceding  decades. 

It  requefts,  above  all,  that  you 
would  compare  the  urgency  of  the 
public  wants,  the  evils  refulting 
from  them,  the  anxiety  which  they 
diffufe,  and  the  apprehenfion  which 
they  infpire  on  the  fubjed  of  the 
common  fafety,  with  the  advantages 
that  could  be  enfured,  were  the 
refources  which  are  ftill  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  republic  made  dif- 
pofable. 

Take  away,  Citizens  Reprefenta¬ 
tives,  every  thing  that  prevents  you 
from  enfuring  the  neceffary  returns 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  military 
fervice,  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of 
the  troops,  the  payment  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  creditors,  the  fairies  of  the 
public  fundionaries,  already  feveral 
months  in  arrear,  and  the  difcharge 
of  the  expences  which  the  govern¬ 
ment  cannot  poftpone,  without 
compromifing  the  condud  which  it 
ought  to  obferve  for  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  its  duty, — the  internal  and 
external  fafety  of  the  republic. 

The  refources  which  can  be 
brought  into  adion  are  of  two  kinds. 
The  one  requires  fome  previous 
meafure  before  they  can  be  made 
difpofable  ;  the  other  may  ferve  as 
fecurities  for  contrads,  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  which  would  furnilh  a  fuffi- 
cient  delay  for  the  attainment  of 
the  firft. 

But  they  both  call  for  an  immedi¬ 
ate  determination ;  and  if  no  ufe 
be  made  of  them,  they  are  of  as 
little  moment  as  if  they  never  ex¬ 
ift  ed.  A  proper  ufe  of  them  may, 
and  can,  extricate  the  finances  from 
the  dangerous  crifis  to  which  they 
are  at  prefent  reduced.  The  peril 
is  imminent ;  but  if  you  enad  the 
laws  which  have  been  demanded  of 
you,  which  the  public  opinion  calls 

for, 
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for,  and  the  commiflions  charged 
with  the  examination  of  them  have 
pronounced  to  be  necefiary,  the 
dangers  with  which  we  are  threat- 

O  4 

ened  will  difappear.  Our  enemies 
know  that  France,  with  her  prefent 
conflitution,  has  only  to  exprefs  a 
with  to  ameliorate  her  finances, 
that  the  means  of  courfe  will  follow, 
and  that,  if  thefe  means  be  well 
employed,  they  muff  produce  the 
defired  effefil.  It  is  time,  Citizens 
Reprefentatives,  to  juftify  that  opi¬ 
nion,  by  deliberations  that  will  give 
validity  to  it.  The  fafety  of  the 
country  is  intimately  connedled  with 
them.  Let  the  fituation  of  our 
finances  be  once  ameliorated,  and 
peace  will  naturally  find  its  way 
back  to  our  territories.  LTnder  its 
aiifpices  all  the  French  will  reap  the 
fruits  of  their  glorious  efforts  in  the 
caufe  which  they  have  made  tri¬ 
umph. 

The  Executive  Directory,  Citi¬ 
zens  Reprefentatives,  renews  its 
mod:  preffing  invitations  that  you 
may  take  into  your  difcuffion  the 
laws  relative  to  the  finances  and  the 
receipts,  which  may  place  the  reve¬ 
nue  on  a  par  with  the  indifpenfable 
difburfements  of  the  flate. 

(Signed) 

Carnot,  Prefidenf. 

Lagarde,  Secretary  General. 

Meffage  from  the  Directory  to  the  Council 
of  Five  Hundred  on  the  1  Oth  cf  Augujl , 
in  An  fiver  to  the  Refolution  of  the  Conn¬ 
ed  r  effecting  the  March  of  the  Tro&fs 
within  the  Conf  itutional  Limits, 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

The  Executive  Directory  delayed 
replying  to  your  meffage  of  the  17  th 
of  this  month,  relative  to  the  march¬ 
ing  orders  given  to  four  regiments 
of  chaffeurs,  which  were  to  pafs  by 


Ferte-Alais,  in  the  expectation  tnat 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  in- 
fpectors,  upon  which  that  meffage 
had  been  adopted,  would  be  printed. 
It  is  not  yet  printed ;  but  the  Di¬ 
rectory,  who  in  the  mean  time  have 
been  collecting  the  documents  they 
were  defirous  of  procuring  refpecl- 
ing  the  route  of  thefe  troops,  con- 
fid  er  it  their  duty  to  tranfmit  to 
you  fuch  information  as  has  reach- 
ed  them. 

Citizen  Lefage,  Commiffary  of 
War,  has  made  the  following  de¬ 
claration  upon  this  fubject : 

“  Citizen  Lefage,  Commiffary  of 
War  for  the  army  of  the  Sambre 
and  Meufe,  charged  with  the  police 
of  the  divifion  of  chaffeurs  com¬ 
manded  by  General  Richepaufe, 
certifies,  that  after  the  faid  General 
had  given  to  him,  at  Durenne,  the 
itinerary  of  the  route  which  this 
divifion  was  to  obferve  in  going  to 
Chartres  (an  itinerary  which  was 
entirely  written  by  General  Riche¬ 
paufe,  but  not  figned  by  him)  he 
received  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  the 
order  of.  proceeding  in  that  deflina- 
tion,  and  preparing,  beforehand, 
at  the  places  pointed  out,  the  ne¬ 
ceflary  provifions  and  quarters  for 
four  regiments  which  compofed 
that  divifion,  but  which  were  only 
to  arrive  in  fucceffion  at  three  refl¬ 
ing  places;  that,  without  examin¬ 
ing  the  itinerary  which  had  been 
given  to  him,  or  knowing  that 
Ferte-Alais  was  within  the  confti- 
tutional  limits  of  Paris,  he  expe¬ 
dited  the  order  for  the  route,  in 
confequence  of  which  the  troops 
were  to  march  — that  he  followed 
the  route  to  Rheims — that,  being 
there  affined  that  the  letters  he  had 
written  to  Charleville,  with  direc¬ 
tions  to  the  municipalities  of  the 
places  through  which  the  troops 

were 
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were  to  pafs,  had  been  duly  re¬ 
ceived,  and  having  no  further  pre¬ 
cautions  to  take,  as  the  municipal 
adminiftrations  were  charged  with 

•  o 

quartering  and  providing  for  the 
troops,  he  yielded  to  the  defire  of 
feeing  his  family,  who  retide  at 
Chartres,  and  left  the  route  of  the 
divition  to  take  the  fhorter  one  by 
SoifTons. 

u  He  further  certifies,  that  nei¬ 
ther  the  General  Richepaufe,  nor 
any  other  halt  officer,  gave  him  any 
other  marching  order  than  the  a- 
bove,  the  itinerary  of  which  was 
transmitted  to  him  at  Durenne : 
“—that,  during  the  collide  of  the 
march,  he  did  not  hear  any  of  the 
troops  fpeak  of  their  deftination; 
that  he  only  heard,  at  Bonn  and 
Durenne,  perfons,  who  did  not  be¬ 
long  to  the  army,  fay  that  the  divi- 
iion  was  to  embark  at  Breft.” 

General  Richepaufe  hates,  on 
his  part,  that  he  received  an  order 
from  General  Hoche,  dated  Co¬ 
logne,  the  15th  Meffidor,  in  the 
following  terms  : 

u  General  Richepaufe,  com¬ 
manding  the  divition  of  horfe  c-haf- 
feurs,  is  hereby  ordered  to  proceed, 
with  the  four  regiments  under  his 
command,  to  Breft,  by  the  way  of 
Chartres  and  Alenin. 

(Signed)  “Hoche” 

General  Richepaufe  has  befides 
made  the  following  declaration, 
which  he  fubfcribed  before  the  Di¬ 
rectory  on  the  22d  of  Thermidor  : 

a  I  certify,  that  it  was  in  cdnfe- 
quence  of  the  order  of  the  General 
in  Chief,  Hoche,  dated  the  J5th 
Meffidor,  directing  me  to  proceed 
with  the  four  regiments  under  my 
command  to  Breft,  by  the  way  of 
Chartres  and  Alen^on,  that  I  traced 
the  route  by  which  the  divifion  I 


commanded  was  to  proceed  to 
Chartres;  that  1  was  totally  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  exiftence  of  any  law 
which  required  that  the  troops 
fhould  not  come  within  twelve 
leagues  of  Paris;— that  I  even  was 
inclined  to  have  made  them  pafs 
through  Paris;  and  that  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  maintaining  order  among 
troops  quartered  in  a  large  city,  was 
the  only  reafon  which  determined 
me  not  to  adopt  that  route  ;  that 
my  intention  was  evidently  pure ; 
for,  if  it  had  not,  I  would  not  have 
ordered  a  commiflary  of  war  to  have 
preceded  me,  who  was  fix  days  be¬ 
fore  the  van  of  the  troops,  which 
was  the  head  of  the  column  com¬ 
manded  by  me. 

(Signed)  a  Richepause.” 

Such  is  the  information  which 
the  DireCfory  has  procured  lefpedf- 
ing  the  marching  order  given  to 
the  four  regiments  of  chaffieurs 
drawn  from  the  army  of  the  Samhre 
and  Meufe,  and  which  were  to  pafs 
by  Ferte-Alais  to  Breft. 

While  the  Directory  confine  their 
anfwer  to  this  point,  they  confider 
it  necelfary  to  diredt  your  attention 
to  a  ftatement  which  appears  to 
have  been  contained  in  the  report 
upon  which  your  mefiage  was 
founded. 

All  the  journals  agree  in  ftating, 
that  you  were  informed  that  arms 
and  ammunition  had  recently  been 
diftributed  at  Chartres  to  five  hun¬ 
dred  ruffians,  for  the  purpofe  of  fup- 
preffing  or  of  threatening  the  free¬ 
dom  of  the  legiflative  body.  This 
ftatement  is  completely  difproved 
by  the  municipality  of  the  place : 
the  Jiroces-verbal  of  the  municipa¬ 
lity  has  been  addrefted  to  you  ;  fo 
that  you  muft  already  be  convinced 
that  the  enemies  of  the  country 

have 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


3°° 

have  led  the  members  of  your  com¬ 
mittee  into  an  error  upon  this  Sub¬ 
ject 

We  now  come,  Citizens  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  to  the  fecond  part  of 
your  meflage. 

The  Executive  Directory  did  not, 
till  the  day  before  yeflerday,  receive 
the  originals  of  the  ad  d  re  fie  s  of  the 
defenders  of  the  country  from  the 
different  divifions  that  compofe  the 
army  of  Italy.  They  were  all  def¬ 
ined  for  the  Executive  Diredtorv, 

j  * 

with  the  exception  of  two  only ; 
and  thefe  were  addrefied  to  the  de¬ 
fenders  of  the  country  competing 
the  other  armies. 

Though  the  meaning  and  fenfe 
of  the  word  deliberer  (to  deliberate) 
has  not  been  fo  accurately  defined 
as  to  be  clearly  applied  to  the  a  Cl 
by  which,  after  having  exp  retied 
their  fears  and  their  hopes  to  the 
Executive  Directory  and  to  their 
brethren  in  arms,  the  defenders  of 
the  country  have  only  flated  the 
withes  they  had  formed,  and  the 
Sentiments  that  animated  them,  the 
Executive  DireClory  have  neverthe¬ 
less  refolved  to  prevent  its  circula¬ 
tion.  Thev  have  alfo  written  to 

j 

the  general  in  chief,  deploring  the 
circumftances  which  had  induced 
the  brave  republican  foldiers  to 
commit  thofe  acts  which  might  be 
confidered  irregular,  and  inviting 
them  carefully  to  avoid  every  thing 
which  may  in  the  leaf!  degree  tend 
to  the  infraction  or  violation  of  the 
conflitution.  The  Directory  has 
not  flopped  there :  they  have  thought 
it  their  duty  to  go  back  to  the  caufes, 
and  to  point  them  out,  perfuaded 
that  you  will,  in  your  wifdom,  adopt 
fuch  meafurcs  as  fliall  make,  them 
ceafe  to  exilt. 

The  caufe  of  thefe  proceedings, 
on  the  part  of  the  defenders  of  the 


country,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
general  alarm  and  inquietude  which, 
for  fome  months  pafl,  having  taken 
pofieffion  of  all  perfons,  has  fuc- 
ceecled  the  profound  tranquillity 
that  reigned,  and  the  general  con¬ 
fidence  which  everywhere  prevailed. 
It  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  defalca¬ 
tion  in  the  revenue,  which  leaves 
all  parts  of  the  administration  in 
the  moil  deplorable  tituation,  and 
deprives  often,  of  their  pay  and 
their  fubtiflence,  the  men  who,  for 
years  pafl,  have  fned  their  blood 
and  facrificed  their  health  to  ferve 
the  republic  : — It  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  perfecution  and  afialfination 
of  the  purchafers  of  national,  pro¬ 
perty,  of  the  public  functionaries, 
of  the  defenders  of  the  country— in 
fhort,  of  all  thofe  who  have  dared 
to  fhew  themfelves  the  friends  of 
the  republic : — It  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  want  of  firmnefs  and  vigour 
in  the  punifhment  of  criminals,  and 
to  the  partiality  of  the  public  tri¬ 
bunals  :  —  It  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  infolence  of  the  emigrants  and 
the  refradtory  priefts,  who,  recalled, 
and  openly  favoured,  appear  every¬ 
where,  keep  alive  the  flame  of  dif- 
cord,  and  infpire  a  contempt  for 
the  laws It  is  to  be  aferibed  to  the 
multitude  of  journals  with  which 
the  armies,  like  the  interior,  are 
inundated- — journals  which  threaten 
death  to  the  Supporters  of  liberty, 
which  vilify  all  the  republican  in¬ 
stitutions,  which  openly  and  fhame- 
leflly  defire  the  return  of  royalty, 
and  all  the  oppreflive  and  vexatious 
in  dilutions  which  equally  torment 
and  humiliate  the  merchant,  the 
artifan,  and  the  labourer,  and  pven 
the  rich  proprietor  who  is  untitled  : 
— It  is  to  be  found  in  the  interefl 
(always  ill-difiembled,  and  frequent¬ 
ly  openly  manifelled)  which  the 
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enemies  of  their  country  take  in 
the  glory  and  the  profperity  of  the 
Englifh  government  and  the  Auf- 
trian  court ;  while  they  endeavour, 
on  the  contrary,  to  diminifh  the 
true  renown  of  our  warriors,  and 
fpeak  with  an  ill-difguifed  contempt 
of  the  high  deftiny  held  out  to 
France,  and  of  the  eminent  degree 
of  glory  and  of  happinefs  which  the 
was  about  to  reach  :  —  It  is  owing 
to  the  blame  which  has  been  thrown 
upon  the  moll  glorious  and  ufeful 
confequences  of  the  victories  of  our 
defenders — -to  the  plan,  openly  de¬ 
clared,  of  calumniating  and  ruining 
the  reputation  of  our  republican 
generals,  and  particularly  thofe  who, 
to  the  glorv  of  the  moll  brilliant 
triumphs  and  the  moil  tkilful  cam¬ 
paigns,  have  added  (one  in  the  weft 
of  France,  the  other,  in  Italy)  the 
immortal  honour  of  a  political  con¬ 
duct,  which  will  procure  to  their 
philofophy  and  their  humanity  as 
much  praife  as  has  already  been  be¬ 
llowed  on  their  military  p-enius. 

Finally,  the  caufe  is  to  be  found 
in  the  defpair  to  which  all  true 
citizens,  and  particularly  the  de¬ 
fenders  of  the  country,  are  reduced, 
in  feeing  at  the  moment  of  its  con- 
clulion,  and  after  they  had  purchaf- 
ed  it  with  fo  much  blood  and  fo 
many  fufferings,  the  definitive  peace, 
folicited  by  the  chiefs  of  the  van- 
cuiifhed  coalition,  placed  at  a  dif- 
tance— that  peace  which  a  govern¬ 
ment,  the  friend  of  humanity,  feeks 
ft-ill  with  the  greateft  earneftnefs  to 
conclude.  But,  all  at  once  re -ani¬ 
mating  their  hopes,  and  reckoning 
upon  the  diffoiution  of  the  repub¬ 
lican  government,  in  confequence 
of  the  exhaufted  ftate  of  our  finan¬ 
ces,  upon  the  death  or  the  exile  of 
our  braveft  generals,  and  on  the 
difperfton  and  definition  of  our 


armies,  thefe  fame  coalefced  powers 
have  exhibited  as  much  tardinefs  in 
the  progrefs  of  their  negotiations  as 
they  at  firft  teftificd  ardour  to  ter¬ 
minate  them. 

Such,  Citizens  Reprefentatives, 
are  the  caufes  which  have  agitated 
the  minds  of  the  foldiers  of  the  re¬ 
public,  and  induced  them  to  exprefs 
their  fears  and  their  refolutions. 
The  Executive  Directory  repeats, 
that  they  ftiall  do  what  they  ought 
to  do,  in  recommending  to  the 
troops  to  avoid  all  irregular  pro¬ 
ceedings  which  are  contrary  to  that 
difcipline  which  is  the  foul  of  ar¬ 
mies,  and  oppoftte  to  the  laws  which 
are  the  fupport  of  the  ftate :  but 
they  owe  to  you,  in  the  mean  time, 
a  frank  and  faithful  declaration  of 
their  fentiments. 

The  government  ftill  confidently 
hopes  to  fave  France  from  the  dif¬ 
foiution  to  which  it  is  precipitately 
hurried  ;  to  extinguifh  the  torches 
of  civil  war  which  are  lighted  up 
with  fury ;  and  to  protect  perfons 
and  property  from  the  danger  of  a 
new  revolution.  This  refolution 
the  Directory  will  purfue  with  per- 
feverance  and  with  courage,  and 
will  not  be  turned  afide  by  any 
fears,  or  by  any  influence.  They 
will  not,  however,  confent  to  in- 
fpire  a  falfe  fecurity,  either  in  their 
fellow-citizens  of  the  interior,  or  in 
thofe  who  defend  the  country  with¬ 
out.  Thev  fhould  confider  them- 

J 

felves  guilty  of  treafon  towards  their 
country,  if  they  concealed  the  atro¬ 
cious  attempts  that  are  unremitting¬ 
ly  made  to  lead  us  into  ail  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  a  fecond  revolution,  by  over¬ 
throwing  the  prefent  government, 
either  by  treafon  or  by  force* 

(Signed) 

Carnot,  Preftdenf. 

La  garde,  Secretary  General. 

The 
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The  council  ordered  the  mefiage 
to  be  printed,  fent  to  the  council  of 
Ancients,  and  referred  to  a  com¬ 
mittee. 

Report  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  on 
the  4-th  Ft  uciidor  ( Atigujl  2 1 )  by 
ThibeaudeaUy  relative  to  the  March 
oj  the  Troops. 

YOU  have  ordered  your  Com¬ 
mittee  to  prefent  to  you  legillative 
plans  upon  the  different  topics  con¬ 
tained  in  the  mefiage  which  was 
tranfmitted  to  you  on  the  22d 
Thermidor  IafL  The  Committee, 
in  the  firft  place,  confider  it  their 
duty  to  diredt  vour  attention  to  our 
prefent  fituation.  The  republic 
lately  advanced  towards  peace, 
public  confidence  was  revived,  the 
conftiiution  began  to  be  confoli- 
dated,  every  thing  prefaged  to  us 
happy  and  peaceful  defiinies.  What 
evil  genius  has  reanimated  our  paf- 
fions,  rekindled  our  animofities, 
created  divifions  between  the  differ¬ 
ent  branches  of  government,  and 
planted  terror  in  the  breads  of  all 
good  citizens  ?  It  is  time  to  recall 
fecurity,  to  give  confidence  to  good 
citizens,  to  reprefs  the  bad,  to  re- 
flore  public  credit,  and  to  fupport 
the  legiflative  body  in  the  rank  in 
which  the  conflitution  has  placed 
it.  To  attain  this  objedt  you  muff 
re-eflablifh  vour  communications 
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with  the  people.  Never  let  your 
•voice  be  unknown  to  them.  From 
this  tribune  reafon  and  jufrice  ought 
always  to  be  heard  with  that  fpirit 
of  peace  and  impartiality  in  which 
true  dignity  confifts.  Your  Com¬ 
mittee  has  proceeded  to  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  meffage  ©f  the 
Directory. 


An  unexpected  change  in  the 
miniflry,  and  the  march  of  the 
troops,  had  fixed  the  attention  of 
the  legiflative  body,  and  merited 
its  folicitude.  In  expreffmg  our 
regret  on  account  of  the  difmiflal 
of  the  minifters,  and  our  alarms  re- 
fpedting  the  march  of  the  troops, 
we  did  not  contefl  with  the  Direc¬ 
tory  the  right  of  changing  their 
minifters,  and  difpofmg  of  the  armed 
force;  but  the  legiflative  body  had 
undoubtedly  the  right  of  demand¬ 
ing  information  refpedting  the  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  conflitutional  limits. 
The  Directory  reolied,  that  it  was 
to  be  attributed  to  an  error  in  the 
marching  orders.  You  referred 
this  meffage  to  a  Committee,  which 
occupied  itfelf,  as  it  was  wifely  faid 
by  the  reporter  (Pichegru),  lefs  in 
proving  the  crime  than  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  prevent  it  from  being 
committed  hereafter.  This  Com¬ 
mittee  prefented  to  you  the  plan 
of  a  refolution  for  afcertaining  the 
conflitutional  limits. 

We  fliall  not  at  prefent  inquire 
into  the  caufe  of  the  marching  of 
the  troops.  Perhaps  we  fnall  one 
day  be  made  acquainted  with  it: 
we  have  as  yet  learned  only  that 
the  conflitutional  limits  have  been 
violated.  General  Richepaufe  de¬ 
clares,  that  having  been  four  years 
on  the  frontiers,  he  knew  not  of 
the  diipofitions  of  the  conflitution 
relative  to  this  objedl.  An  excufe 
of  this  nature  would  not  be  admit¬ 
ted  in  the  courts  of  juftice  ;  but  the 
teflimonials  we  have  had  of  the 
moral  character  of  the  general,  in¬ 
duce  us  to  think  there  has  been  no 
evil  intention  on  his  part. 

I  proceed  to  a  more  important 
objedl,  the  addrefles*  of  the  army 


*  Alluding  to  various  addrcffes  from  feveral  divifions  of  the  French  armies  of¬ 
fering  to  fupport  the  Directory  againft  the  councils. 
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©f  Italy,  What  would  become  of 
the  republic  if  thole  who  have  re¬ 
ceived  arms  only  for  her  defence 
were  to  interpofe  in  civil  difcuf- 
flons  ?  You  are  acquainted  with  the 
volume  of  addrefles  which  have 
been  drawn  up  by  this  army.  They 
are  marked  by  an  ardent  exprefiion 
of  love  for  liberty  ;  but  they  hold 
forth  abfurd  claims,  extravagant  o- 
pinions,and  criminal  projects.  The 
hrft  fentiments  belong  to  our  ge¬ 
nerous  defenders,  the  others  to 
home  factious  men  who  with  to  fee 
the  bofom  of  their  country  torn 
even  by  thofe  who  are  charged  with 
its  defence.  No,  it  is  not  our  war¬ 
riors,  but  fome  ferocious  monfters, 
who  have  conceived  the  project  of 
delivering  to  the  enemy  the  con¬ 
quers  acquired  by  the  valour  and 
blood  of  our  troops,  and  to  lead  them 
back  to  their  families  under  the 
ftandard  of  rebellion.  Have  you 
been  able  to  read  without  indigna¬ 
tion  one  of  thole  addrefles,  which 
aflerts  that  the  fyftem  of  royalifm  is 
unceaflngly  purfued  in  the  legifla- 
ture  ?  Does  the  audacious  rebel  who 
penned  this  impious  phrafe  yet  ex- 
lft?  Does  he  exift,  and  are  you 
free?  Does  the  government  Hum¬ 
ber,  that  it  has  not  proceeded  with 
vigour  againft  him?  Thefe addrefles 
are  at  prefent  diredted  againft  the 
iegiflature  —  Directors  of  the  re¬ 
public,  they  will  foon  be.  directed 
againft  you!  Wretched!  wretched 
is  the  authority  which  is  fupported 
by  bayonets !  They  always  con¬ 
clude  by  annihilating  the  power 
which  they  have  eftabiifhed.  The 
addrefles  have  been  certified  by  the 
chief  of  the  etat-majors  of  the  ar¬ 
my.  They  have  been  officially 
tranfmitted  to  feveral  adminiftra- 
tions:  they  were  deftined  to  other 
corps  of  troops;  and  yet  this,  it 
2 


is  faid,  was  not  a  deliberation, 
Doubtlefs  it  was  not;  for  had  thefe 
addrefles  been  deliberated  upon, 
they  would  have  been  publiftied  in 
a  camp  of  citizen  foldiers,  who 
would  have  caufed  the  voice  of  the  " 
conftitution  to  be  heard.  If  the 
foldiers  have  not  read  them,  they 
do  not  fpeak  the  fentiments  of  the 
army.  The  conftitution  prohibits 
addrefles  in  the  collective  name  of  ■ 
an  armed  body,  and  will  a  General 
be  permitted  to  violate  it  ?  The 
more  iervices  your  generals  and 
foldiers  have  rendered  to  the  coun¬ 
try,  the  more  you  ought  to  guard 
againft  all  attempts  upon  the  con¬ 
ftitution.  In  a  riling  republic  do 
not  permit  the  troops  to  adt  as  if 
they  had  conquered  only  for  them- 
felves,  unlefs  you  would  fee,  as 
once  was  the  cafe  in  the  Roman 
empire,  your  foldiers  only  obey 
their  generals,  and  never  their 
country.  It  has  been  attempted  to 
perfuade  the  conquerors  or  Italy 
that  a  fyftem  of  profcription  exifts 
againft  them.  Frofcribe  them! 
Who  would  dare  to  attempt  it£ 
Who  would  delire  it  ?  What 
Frenchman’s  heart  does  not  glow 
at  the  recital  of  their  heroic  ac¬ 
tions,  which  command  the  grati¬ 
tude  of  their  country,  and  cover 
with  a  veil  of  glory  the  dreadful  e- 
vents  which  have  tarniflied  the  re¬ 
volution?  They  were  citizens  be¬ 
fore  they  were  foldiers— they  mult 
ceafe  to  be  foldiers  to  become  a- 
gain  citizens. 

The  Directory  inform  you,  that 
they  have  put  a  flop  to  the  circula¬ 
tion  of  thefe  addrefles,  and  that 
they  have  written  to  the  command¬ 
ers  in  chief,  deploring  the  circum- 
ftances  which  had  led  to  this  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  conftitutional  adh 
Your  Committee  conflder  it  their 

duly 
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duty  to  declare  openly  to  you,  that 
the  anfwer  of  the  Directory  has  ap¬ 
peared  to  them  unworthy  of  its 
power,  and  the  rank  in  which  the 
eonfhtution  has  placed  that  body. 

Contider  what  progrefs  has  been 
made  in  confequence  of  thefe  dan¬ 
gerous  examples.  The  fpirit  of 
faction  has  already  introduced  the. 
language  of  anarchy  into  the  camps. 
It  has  infinuated  itfelf  even  into  the 
honourable  retreat  of  our  wounded 
warriors  for  the  fabrication  of  ad- 
dreffes  :  it  heats  the  minds  of  men  : 
it  proclaims  everywhere  diffiolu- 
tion  and  death-—  Yet  the  govern¬ 
ment  fleeps !  Awaken,  legiflators, 
watch  for  yourfelves  and  for  the 
people.  The  conftitutional  limits 
are  traced.  Directors,  generals,  and 
foldiers,  bow  yourfelves  before  the 
will  of  the  people.  The  legi da¬ 
tive  body  will  never  balance  with 
its  duty.  It  is  inacceffible  to  fear, 
and  will  never  fubmit  to  menace. 

Your  committee  will  not  hum¬ 
ble  itfelf  in  replying  to  the  calum¬ 
nies  propagated  by  your  enemies. 
A  legiflative  body  which  is  not  ac~ 
cufable,  ought  not  to  jnftify  itfelf. 
By  its  ads  it  mint  be  judged.  We 
fhall  fpeak  the  truth  to  the  Diredory 
—we  dial!  ipeak  the  truth  to  the 
people. 

The  infolence  of  pried s  and  emi¬ 
grants  is  denounced  to  you.  As  to 
the  priefis,  is  their  profeription  in 
a  mafs  to  be  regretted  r  Liberty  of 
confidence,  liberty  of  worfliip,  and 
fubmiffion  to  the  laws— fuch  are  the 
principles  maintained  by  all  philo- 
fophers  —  fuch  arc  the  principles 
confecrated  by  the  eonfhtution  and 
the  laws,  in  oppofition  to  the  claims 
of  a  religion  which  wifhed  to  be 
excludvely  eftablifhed.  As  to  the 
emigrants,  who  favours  them  ?  Do 
not  the  laws  refpeding  the  emi- 
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grants  exifi?  Do  they  not  place  in 
the  hands  of  the  Diredory  the  mofl 
adive,  the  moll  powerful,  and  the 
mod;  arbitrary  means  ?  The  return 
of  noted  emigrants  is  announced. 
The  houfe  in  which  they  aflemble 
is  even  mentioned :  but  what  then 
is  the  duty  of  the  police?  Why 
thofe  erafements,  the  traffic  of 
which  is  publicly  reported?  It  be¬ 
longs  to  us  to  require  from  the  Di¬ 
redory  an  account  of  thefe  mcnfl- 
rous  abufes. 

The  Diredory  tell  you  that  af- 
faffinaiions  are  committed,  and  that 
partiality  is  difplayed  by  the  tribu¬ 
nals.  It  is  neceflary  to  inform  them 
that  they  have  overlapped  their 
duty,  and  we  do  them  fervice  in 
recalling  them  to  it.  It  is  true  that 
blood  flows  in  feveral  departments ; 
but  there  are  laws  againft  affaffina- 
tion,  and  the  Diredory  ought  to 
execute  them.  If  there  be  partia¬ 
lity  in  the  tribunals,  there  is  a  law 
to  punifh  them,  and  the  Diredory 
ought  to  denounce  the 'guilty.  In 
all  cafes  crimes  cannot  make  us  de- 
fpair  of  juftice  ;  and  we  ought  to 
demand  of  the  Diredory  an  account 
of  the  meafures  they  have  taken  to 

j 

reprefs  the  crimes  of  which  they 
complain.  We  do  not  under  hand 
the  protedion  they  claim  for  the 
purchafers  of  national  property. 
Their  perfons  and  their  property 
are  under  the  Safeguard  of  the  con- 
dilution,  and  you  have  given  a 
proof  of  yotir  refped  for  them  by 
your  refoiution  refpeding  the  Jiref- 
byteres. 

The  Diredory  inform  you  that 
there  are  journals  which  breath® 
only  murder  and  the  return  of  roy- 
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ally.  It  is  certain  that  the  excefles 
of  a  multitude  pamphlets  and 
journals  leave  no  citizen  the  power 
of  repofinghis  mind  amidft  an  ocean 
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of  extravagant  and  factious  opi¬ 
nions  ;  but  you  have  manifefjted 
your  defire  for  reprefling  this  abufe; 
and  there  is  only  required  a  law 
which  {hall  prevent  it,  without  in¬ 
juring  the  rights  of  citizens:  all  the 
elements  of  this  law  are  ready,  and 
the  Committee  you  named  for  pre¬ 
paring  it,  will  foon  make  their  re¬ 
port. 

The  deficiency  in  the  public  re- 
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venue,  it  is  added,  deprives  our  ar¬ 
mies  of  their  pay.  We  will  not 
deny  that  negligence  on  the  part  of 
the  receivers,  and  the  want  of  order 
and  (economy,  have  thrown  our  fi¬ 
nances  into  diforder ;  but  have  the 
armies  any  reafon  to  reproach  the 
legislative^ body?  At  what  period 
have  you  refufed  them  funds  ?  Your 
refolu tions  on  this  fubjed  have  al¬ 
ways  been  voted  with  urgence.  The 
payment  of  the  troops  has  always 
been  attended  to,  in  preference  to 
every  other  expence.  Is  it  then  in 
\win  that  the  unfortunate  rentier  di¬ 
vides  with  them  his  bread  ?  Have 
then  the  forced  loan,  the  affignats, 
the  mandats,  the  contributions  in 
the  conquered  countries,  the  na¬ 
tional  eftates  been  found  infuffi- 
cient?  Let  us  rather  fay,  that  our 
refources  being  difiributed  through 
luch  a  variety  of  channels  have 
been  exhaufted;  but  that  if  they 
had  been  more  prudently  employ¬ 
ed,  the  rnoft  important  part  of  the 
public  fervice  would  not  be  in  fuch 
a  deplorable  Hate. 

Let  the  finances,  then,  alone  oc¬ 
cupy  all  your  folicitude.  I  know 
that  every  day  your  attention  is 
taken  up  with  this  fubjed.  But 
the  time  is  arrived  when  you  mu  ft 
difregard  the  prejudices  again.fi;  di- 
red:  contributions.  Peace!  Peace! 
This  is  the  mean  of  extricating  us 
from  our  embarrafiment,  How 
.  Vol.  XXXIX. 
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very  criminal  would  thofe  be  who 
would  with  to  place  it  {fill  at  a  dil- 
tance!  Doubtlefs  there  are  men 
who  hill  preferve  the  criminal  hope 
of  overturning  the  republic.  Trai¬ 
tors  exift,  we  are  told  —  why  are 
they  not  deteded  ?  There  are  con- 
fpi  raters —why  are  they  not  puniili- 
ed  ?  We  have  laws— why  are  they 
not  executed  ?  No!  the  defend¬ 
ers  of  the  country  will  never  be 
made  to  believe  that  the  leg-illative 
body  oppofes  a  peace.  Who  has 
appeared  more  defirous  than  our- 
felves  to  obtain  it.  Hiftory  will 
examine  whether  the  events  which 
have  lately  taken  place  in  Italy 
have  not  contributed  to  retard  the 
conclufion  of  it;  but  can  France 
blame  its  Generals  for  giving  liberty 
to  millions  of  men?  And,  when 
they  have  gained  their  liberty,  can 
France  refufe  to  them  its  friendihip 
and  its  alliance?  Your  Committee, 
however,  does  not  wifh  to  propoie 
that  you  Ihould  approve,  or  even 
be  filent  upon  thele  events. 

The  Diredory  has  gone  beyond 
its  powers.  If  war  had  been  de¬ 
clared  again!!  the  Italian  Hates,  who 
had  the  right  to  declare  it  without 
yourconfent?  If  treaties  of  com¬ 
merce  or  fubfidies  have  been  made, 
who  could  make  them  without 
your  approbation  ?  The  Hates  of 
Italy  cannot  be  the  allies  of  France 
without  a  decree  from  you.  Their 
government  will  be  equivocal,  their 
liberty  without  fupport,  as  long  as 
the  treaties  Ihall  not  have  been  ap¬ 
proved  by  us. 

Fears  have  been  entertained  that 
the  Diredory  would  be  accufed, 
and  that  the  legiflative  body  would 
be  attacked.  The  legiflative  body 
has  a  right  to  accufe  the  Diredory ; 
and  if  there  exiHed  any  reafons  for 
accufation,  it  would,  without  fear, 
U  without 
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without  hefitation  accufe  them. 
But  an  attack  on  the  legiftative  bo- 
dv !  who  would  make  it  ?  A  few 
brigands?  The  recollection  of  their 
pafc  defeats  will  ferve  them  as  a  lef- 
fon.  The  loldiers  ?  Never  will 
they  be  feen  marching  under  the 


tadel  of  the  conftitution:  it  is  your  , 

*  j 

duty  to  die  for  it,  and  you  are  about 
to  believe  it.  Let  its  voice  be  al- 

o 

ways  heard  among  you  ;  and  when 


O  v 


you  return  to  your  fire- tides,  you 


colours  of  afiaftins.  The  Directory?  umphs. 


will  find  it  cemented  by  your 
blood,  and  covered  with  y  our  tri- 


Such  an  idea  cannot  occupy  our  at¬ 
tention  for  a  moment;  its  own  in- 
tereft  is  in  oppofition  tout. 

To  conclude- — you  will  find  in 


vour  own  courage  and  your  own 


prudence  extraordinary  refources. 

[Here  Thifcaudeau  implored  all 
the  members  of  the  government  to 
aft  in  union  and  concord.  He  in- 


Thibaudeau  concluded  by  pre- 
fenting  the  plan  of  two  refolu- 
tions. 

The  firtl  declared,  that  all  con¬ 
tumacies  or  crimes  again  ft  the  con- 
ftitution,  the  legiflative  body,  and 
the  Ibiredtory,  dame  under  the  ju¬ 
risdiction  of  the.  criminal  tribunal 
of  the  place  where  the  legitlature 


vited  the  reprefentatives  and  d-irec-  tits;  that  all  perfons  accufed  fhould 
fors  to  be  upon  their  guard  againft  be  denounced  at  the  ofdce  of  the 
the  exaggerations  of  parties,  who  public  accufer;  but  that  they  tliould 


fought  only  to  heighten  their  ani- 
motities,  that  they  might  be  hurried 
to  a  cataftrophe  which  would  de- 
ftroy  them  all.] 

In  examining,  he  added,  this 
meftage  of  the  Directory,  its  exag¬ 
gerations,  and  the  bitternefs  of  its 
fityle,  we  have  avoided  giving  new 
aliment  to  the  factious,  Legiilators 
ought  not  to  be  guided  by  paftion. 
In  vain  our  common  enemies  medi¬ 
tate  the  ruin  of  the  republic.  The 
republic  is  deeply  rooted;  it  has 
ripened  in  the  midft  of 
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have  the  power  of  appealing  from 
that  tribunal,  and  in  this  cafe  they 
fhould  be  carried  before  a  court 
pointed  out  by  the  tribunal  of  caf- 
fation. 

The  fecond  declared  every  af- 
fembly  of  foldiers,  for  the  purpofe 
of  deliberating  in  other  circum- 
ftances  than  thofe  determined  by 
the  law,  a  crime  ;  that  any  commu¬ 
nication  under  the  title  of  addreftes 
from  one  armed  body  to  another, 
or  to  the  civil  authority,  fhould  be 
feditious  aft ;  and  de- 
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it  belongs  not  alone  to  the  prefect  termined  the  puniftiments  to  be  in- 


generation.  i  he  new  dangers 

to  O 

which  threaten  it  ferve  only  to  dif- 
play  once  more  its  ftrength.  Each 
power  ftiall return  to  its  proper  li¬ 
mits;  and  if  fome  men  have  vvifhed 


dieted  upon  the  promoters  of  fuch 
aftemblies,  and  the  fubfenbers  of  , 
addreftes,  according  te  the  nature  of 


the 


pot  < 
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to  overfitep  them,  they  ftiall  be  re¬ 


called,  and  confined  (o  their  proper 
ft  at  ion. 


Me  [[age  of  the  Executive  Dire  fiery  to  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred,  Augift  20th, 


Citizen  foldiers, 


1797. 


you  whom  we 
mull  wenfure  to-day,  but  whom  we 
mull  always  admire,  believe  that 
liberty  is  here  defended  by  vour 


ixwnas.  The  iegifiature  is  the  ci- 


Citizen  Reprefentatives, 

THE  ..Executive  Directory  has 
proceeded  to  the  diftributioivbf  the 


funds  alfigned  for  the  fervice  of  the 
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firft  decade  of  Fruclidor.  The  An¬ 
gular  and  uncommon  circumftances 
in  which  they  are  placed,  oblige 
them  to  lay  before  you  the  refults 
of  this  diftribution,  which  will  con¬ 
vince  you  of  the  indifpenfable  ne- 
ceiiity  of  rendering  the  means  dif- 
pofable,  which  are  requifite  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  impending  difafters,  De¬ 
ducting  63,888,967  livres,  and  7 5 
centimes,  which  remain  to  be  paid 
on  warrants  already  iiTued  for  ur¬ 
gent  fervices,  and  payments  become 
due,  the  molt  prefting  demands 
amount  to  21,002,790  livres  54 
centimes.  This  fum  conftfts  of  the 
Following  articles : 

l.  a. 

To  pay  the  troops  7,128,309  3 

To  fuftenance  3,944,916  95 

To  penfions  and  di- 
.  vidends  ^  -  930,000  0 

To  constitutional  fala- 

ries  _  -  986,943  83 

To  falaries  and  pen- 
'  h°ns  -  5,040,990  0 

To  Sundries.  7,001,629  29 

The  ways  and  means,  as  dated 
by  the  National  Treafury,  prefen t, 
■at  firft  fight,  inftead  of  difpofable 
funds,  a  deficit  of  3,793,681  livres 
which  it  would  be  neceftary  to  co¬ 
yer  previous  to  affigning  any  fums 
of  money  for  the  fervice  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  departments.  It  has  been 
calculated  that  the  above  deficit 
may  in  a  great  meafure  be  covered 
by  the  prefumptive  funds  calculat¬ 
ed  as  cxi fling  in  the  public  c hefts 
of  the  departments  ;  and  that  by 
adding  to  the  funds  actually  exift- 
ing  in  the  public  trealury  thofe 
which  appear  moll  difpofable,  the 
fuppofttion  might  be  admitted,  that 
a  balance  of  about  800,000  livres 
might  remain  for  the  fervice  of  the 
decade,  independently  of  fuch  fums 
as  muft  unavoidably  be  paid  at  Paris 
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on  the  arrears  of  the  preceding  de¬ 
cade.  A  calculation  has  afterwards 
been  formed  of  thofe  articles  of  ex¬ 
pence  which  it  is  indifpenfably  ne¬ 
ceftary  to  meet  for  the  execution 
of  the  laws,  as  well  as  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  public  fervice.  Un¬ 
der  thefe  heads  have  been  clalfed 
the  pay  and  fuftenance  of  the  land 
and  naval  forces,  dividends  and 
penfions,  the  conftitutional  indem¬ 
nifications  of  the  legislative  body ; 
63,703  livres  14  foils  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  bills  of  exchange  accepted 
by  the  national  treafury,  and  50,000 
livres  for  the  molt  urgent  expence 
to  be  made  at  Paris  for  the  home 
department.  Thefe  ob] efts  amount 
to  a  furn  total  of  8,850,729  livres 
87  centimes.  To  find  this  fum,  it 
has  been  fuppofed  that  the  national 
treafury  can  furnifli  850,929  livres 
87  centimes,  actually  in  its  poftef- 
fion ;  that  it  is  to  receive  in  the 
courfe  of  the  decade  one  million, 
and  that  the  effective  receipts  in  the 
departments  during  the  laft  decade, 
muft  be  fuppofed  to  amount  to  fe-  ’ 
ven  millions.  This  calculation  is 
moft  lurely  exaggerated  :  it  violates 
all  proportion,  and  exceeds  all  pro¬ 
bability,  and  the  fubftfting  circum- 
ftances  would  alone  authorize  its 
admiftion ;  and  yet,  citizens  rep  re - 
fentatives,  you  cannot  but  perceive 
that  this  is  the  chief  refource  for 
meeting  the  moft  urgent  and  rnoft 
indifpenfable  expence.  To  this 
meffage  are  annexed  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  national  treafury, 
dated  the  lftFruftidor  (Auguft'lT) 
proving  the  neceflity  of  the  repar¬ 
tition  for  this  decade  being  made 
according  to  a  prefumptive  eftimale 
of  the  revenue,  the  ftatement  of 
ways  and  means  for  the  firft  decade 
of  Fructidor,  tranfmitted  by  the  na¬ 
tional  treafury,  and  another  of  the 
D  2  divifionS' 
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divifions  and  diftributicms  contain¬ 
ing  a  detailed  account  of  the  de¬ 
mands,  founded  on  the  regiiters  of 
the  different  commifiafies.  The 
Directory  refer  to  thofe  authentic 
papers  all  thofe  who  fliall  preiume 
to  queffion  the  truth  of  the  refults 
they  offer.  Who  contradicts  the 
following  faffs  is  either  grofily  mil- 
takeri,  citizens  reprefentatives,  or 
endeavours  to  deceive  you : — 1 .  The 
national  treafury  does  not  polTefs 
one  million  of  difpolable  funds  for 
the  prefent  decade.  2.  In  order  to 
find  the  above-fiated  fum,  it  is  in- 
difpenfably  necefiary  to  fuppofe 
the  receipts  in  the  departments 
amount  to  7,000,000 ;  and  that, 
moreover,  the  national  treafury  is 
to  receive  one  million  at  Paris. 
3.  This  fuppofition  is  exaggerated, 
but  muff  be  admitted1.  4.  The  law 
of  the  Vendemiaire  and  9th  Ther- 
midor,  enaCf  that  the  pay 'and  fuf- 
tenance  of  the  troops  fliall  be  paid 
in  preference  to  every  other  de¬ 
mand.  The  aggregate  fum  of  thofe 
two  articles  of  expence  amounts 
to  7,07 3; 226  livres  73  centimes. 
S.  The  law  of  the  15  th  Vendemiaire. 
afiigns  to  the  ffockholders  a  fixth  of 
the  taxes  ;  the  national  treafury  de¬ 
mands  under  this  head  900,000  li¬ 
vres.  6.  The  law  which  fixes  the 
expence  of  the  legiflative  body  or¬ 
dains  that  the  conffitutional  indem¬ 
nification  of  its  members  fhall  be 
paid  every  month.  7.  The  engage¬ 
ments  contracted  by  the  national 
•treafurv,  with  refpefit  to  accented 
bills  of  exchange,  demand  the  fum 
of  63,703  livres 24 centimes.  8.  The 
iafety  of  Pari;.,  the  imperious  force 
of  the  fupr.eme  law,  demands  that 
the  min  liter  of  the  interior  be  able 
to  difpofe  of 50,000  livres.  9.  Thefe 
articles  abforb  all  the  funds  which 
may  he  considered  as  difpofable. 
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10.  Except  the  falaries  of  the  legif¬ 
lative  body,  there  remains  no  mo¬ 
ney  to  difcharge  all  other  conftitu- 
tional  and  other  falaries  and  pen- 
iioiis :  nor  are  any  funds  left  for  the 
hofpitals,  the  repair  of  dykes,  roads, 
canals,  &c.  11.  The  Directory 

cannot  extend  its  diftribution  to 
any  fum  exceeding  the  above 
amount :  and  it  is  to  the  want  of 
difpofeable  funds  that  ought  to  be 
imputed  the  failure  of  all  the  other 
branches  of  the  public  fervice,  and 
the  danger  with  which  they  are 
threatened.  12.  If  the  national 
treafury  is  defired,  by  means  of  ne¬ 
gotiations,  to  augment  the  refourc- 
es,  it  is  obliged  to  return  in  anfwer, 
That  it  does  not  pofiefs  any  thing 
which  may  ferve  for  that  purpofe. 
13.  The  pay  of  the  army  is  confi- 
derably  in  arrear.  This  is  a  certain 
and  acknowledged  faCt.  14.  The 
future  fufte nance  of  the  troops  is 
compromifed.  15.  No  funds  re¬ 
main  to  be  difpofed  of  for  the  relief 
of  hofpitals.  The  Executive  Di¬ 
rectory  can  perceive  no  poffible  re- 
fource  that  may  be  applied  to  affift 
them.  The  decifion  which  it  is 
enabled  to  make  with  refpedt  to 
the  urgency  of  the  payments,  make 
no  alteration  in  the  deplorable  fitu- 
ation  in  which  they  are  placed. 
The  Diredioiw  confidered  itfelf 
bound  to  lay  before  you  thefe  ftate- 
ments.  It  has  fulfilled  that  duty  ; 
but  it  does  not  apprehend  that  this 
expofition  can  fliake  the  courage 
and  perfeverance  of  the  friends  of 
the  Republic.  It,  on  the  contrary, 
finds  a  powerful  motive,  in  the  true 
picture  which  it  has  drawn,  to  hope 
that  your  deliberations  on  the  fi¬ 
nances  will  render  thole  refources 
effective  which  can  be  brought  into 
action.  Thefe  refources  pofiefs 
the  great  advantage  of  being  ade¬ 
quate 
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quate  to  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
public  credit,  and  of  proving  that 
France  is  fully  capable  of  maintain¬ 
ing  order  in  the  interior,  and  of 
combating  her  foreign  enemies. 
But  thefe  refources,  citizens  repre- 
fentatives,  are  as  if  they  never  ex- 
ifted,  fince  the  laws  which  are  ne¬ 
cefiary  to  render  them  productive 
are  not  enaCted.  Had  thofe  which 
regulate  the  direct  contributions  of 
the  5th  year  been  fooner  palled, 
ten  millions  would  moft  probably 
have  been  received,  which  remain 
hill  due,  and  the  power  of  difpofmg 
of  them,  for  the  purpofe  of  getting 
the  principal  articles  of  expence, 
would  procure  the  means  of  obtain¬ 
ing  what  may  be  necefiary  for  the 
indifpenfable  payment  of  penlions 
and  falaries. 

The  Directory,  after  preffing  the 
neceffity  of  the  council's  immedi¬ 
ately  taking  into  their  confederation 
proper  meafures  for  the  reftoration 
of  public  confidence  and  credit, 
concludes  in  the  following  manner: 

Our  fituation  is  fuch,  citizens  re- 
prefentatives,  that  the  fmalleft  delay 
increafes  the  danger  to  which  the 
nation  is  expofed.  The  Executive 
Directory  invites  you  to  obtain  an 
exaCt  account  of  the  date  of  the 
finances;  of  the  necefiary  wants  of 
the  public  treafury ;  of  the  real, 
and  by  no  means  exaggerated,  pro¬ 
duct  of  the  means  which  yet  can  be 
made  ufe  of,  and  of  the  refources 
which  can  be  employed.  Y  ou  will 
find  in  the  refult  of  your  examina¬ 
tion,  proofs  of  the  truths  to  which 
the  Directory  has  called  your  atten¬ 
tion  in  all  its  mefiages.  The  exit¬ 
ing  means  are  inefficient ;  thofe 
xvhich  new  laws  have  it  in  their 
poiver  to  produce  will  be  adequate 
to  meet  all  our  cxpences ;  and  the 
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moment  of  bringing  them  into  ac¬ 
tion  is  arrived. 

(Signed)  Carnot,  Prefident. 

L4 garde,  Sec.  Gen. 

MeJJage  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred^ 

and  Elders ,  dated  Se jit.  4,  1797. 

Citizens  Representatives, 

THE  Executive  Directory  haf- 
tens  to  communicate  to  you  the 
meafures  it  has  been  forced  to  take 
for  the  fafety  of  the  country,  and 
the  maintenance  of  the  conflitu- 
tion.  With  this  view  it  tranfmits 
to  you  all  the  papers  it  has  collect¬ 
ed,*  as  well  as  thofe  it  publifhed  be¬ 
fore  you  were  afiembled.  If  it  had 
withheld  itfelf  from  action  one  day 
more,  the  Republic  would  have 
been  delivered  up  to  its  enemies. 
The  halls  themfelves  in  which  you 
meet,  were  the  points  of  union  of 
the  confpirators ;  it  was  from  thence 
that  they  yefterday  emitted  their 
cards  and  certificates  for  the  delivery 
of  arms ;  it  was  from  thence  that 
they  correfponded  with  their  ac¬ 
complices  laft  night ;  and,  finally, 
it  is  there,  or  in  the  environs,  that 
they  ftill  endeavour  to  make  fedi* 
tious  and  clandefline  affiemblages, 
which  the  police  is  now  employed 
in  difperfing.  It  would  have  been 
to  commit  the  public  fecurity  and 
that  of  the  faithful  reprefentatives, 
to  have  allowed  them  to  be  con¬ 
founded  with  the  other  enemies  of 
the  country.  You  fee,  citizens  re¬ 
prefentatives,  that  the  conduct  of 
the  Directory  was  marked  out  by 
the  inflant  neceffity  of  being  be¬ 
forehand  with  thefe  confpirators, 
who  were  deftroying  the  govern¬ 
ment,  who  wifhed  to  deprive  the 
French  of  the  fruit  of  their  triumphs, 
and  to  make  this  magnanimous  na¬ 
il  3  "  tion 
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tion  bow  at  the  feet  cf  the  king  it 
has  fubdued.  In  affairs  of  frate, 
extreme  meafures  can  be  e  ft  i  mated 
by  eircumftances  alone :  yon  will 
form  a  judgment  of  thofe  which 
have  determined  the  Executive  Di¬ 
rectory,  and  which  have  produced 
the  happieft  confequences.  The 
18th  Frucridor  (September  4)  will 
be  a  celebrated  day  in,  the  annals  of 
France ;  it  is  the  more  memorable 
becaufe  it  enables  you  to  fix  for 
ever  the  deflinies  of  the  Republic. 
Lay  hold  of  this  occafion,  Citizens 
Reprefen  tali  ves  ;  convert  it  into  a 
great  epoch,  reanimate  patriotifm, 
revive  public  fpirit,  and  ha  den  to 
clofe  up  the  abyfs  in  which  the 
friends  of  kings  had  flattered  them- 
felves  they  would  bury  even  the  re- 
onembrance  of  our  liberty. 

P.  S.  The  Executive  Directory 
will  tranfmit  to  you  without  delay 
other  papers,  from  Which  it  refults 
that  Imbert  Colomes,  one  of  the 
new  third  of  the  Council  of  Five 
Bund  red,  was  the  principal  agent 
of  the  Jbi-diJant  Louis  XVIII,  at 
Lyons. 

^tnetner  MeJJage,  dated  Sejit*  5,  1797. 

-Citizens  Reprefentaiives, 

THE  18th  Frudtklor  (Sept.  4)  is 
deflined  to  be  the  falvation  both  of 
the  Republic  and  of  vourfelves. 
The  people  expecT  this.  You  wit- 
neffed  yeflerday  their  tranquillity 
and  their  joy.  This  day  is  the 
19th  Fmdridor  (Sept.  5)  and  the 
people  a  Ik  of  you  where  the  Re¬ 
public  is,  and  what  you  have  done 
for  its  confolidation  ?  The  eye  of 
the  country,  Citizen  Reprefen ta- 
tives,  looks  towards  you.  The 
moment  is  decifive ;  if  you  allow 
it  to  pafs  by,  if  you  hefitate  on  the 
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meafures  which  are  to  be  taken,  if 
you  put  off  your  decifion  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  all  will  be  loft,  both  you  and 
the  Republic.  The  confpirators 
have  been  upon  the  watch.  Your 
filence  has  given  them  courage  and 
audacity ;  they  are  intriguing  afrefh, 
and  are  mifleading  public  opinion 
by  infamous  libels.  The  journa- 
lifcs  of  Blackenbourg  and  London 
continue  to  diffeminate  their  poi- 
fon.  The  confpirators  do  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  conceal  the  fact,  that  their 
plot  extends  to  the  legiflative  body 
itielf.  They  already  fpeak  of  pun- 
ifhing  the  republicans  for  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  triumph  they 
think  they  have  obtained.  Is  it 
pofiible  to  hefitate  frill  as  to  the 
meafure  of  purging  the  foil  of  the 
very  few  known  and  avowed  chiefs 
of  thefe  royalift  confpirators,  who 
wait  for  the  convenient  opportuni¬ 
ty  deftroy  the  Republic,  and  to  de¬ 
vour  you  yourfelvds  !  You  are  at 
the  brink  of  the  volcano  ;  it  is  about 
to  fwallow  you  up  ;  you  may  clofe 
it;  and  can  you  hefitate?  To¬ 
morrow  it  will  be  too  late.  The 
leaft  hefitation  is  the  death  of  the 
Republic.  You  will  be  told  of 
principles  ;  formalities  will  be  re- 
forted  to  ;  excufes  will  be  invented ; 
delays  will  be  called  for  ;  time  will 
be  gained  ;  and  the  confritution  will 
be  aiTaflinated,  under  pretext  of 
keeping  within  its  limits.  This 
commiferation,  implored  in  favour 
of  certain  men,  to  what  will  it  lead 
you  ?  to  fee  thefe  very  men  take 
out  of  your  hands  the  thread  of 
their  criminal  confpiracies,  and  col¬ 
lect  in  your  bofom  the  horrible  fire¬ 
brands  of  civil  war,  to  fet  fire  to 
the  country.  What  a  mifconceiv- 
ed  pity  !  what  a  fatal  fentiment ! 
what  limited  views  would,  in  that 
cafe,  draw  the  attention  of  the 

councils, 
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•ouncils  towards  a  few  men,  be-  ble.  By  ibis  they  have  inj  ured  the 
tween  whofe  fate  and  that  of  the  public  fervice,  irritated  the  defend- 
Republic  they  would  hefltate  !  The  ers  of  their  country,  and  drove  the 
Executive  Directory  has  applied  it-  public  annuitants  to  deipair.  To- 
felf  to  point  out  to  you  the  means  day  your  '(hackles  are  broken,  which 
of  faving  France,  but  it  has  to  ex-  will  injpire  thofe  with '  confidence 
peel  that  you  will  avail  yourfelves  whom  circumftances  have  alarmed, 
of  them.  The  Directory  lias  felt  a  Will  you  redore  peace  at  home* 


perfuafion  that  you  are  fin  cere  ly 
attached  to  liberty  and  the  Repub¬ 
lic,  and  that  the  confequences  of 
this  firft  liberty  ought  not  to  terrify 
you.  It  lavs  them  beiore  you,  and 
is  obliged  to  tell  you  that  you  are 
placed  in  an  unprecedented  predi¬ 
cament  ;  and  that  ordinary  rules 
cannot  apply  to  an  extraordinary 
cafe,  unlefs  you  are  defirous  to  lur- 
render  yourfelves  to  your  enemies. 
If  the  friends  of  kings  find  friends 
among  you ;  if  (laves  can  meet  with 
protectors  in  you ;  if  you  wait  an 
indant,  the  fafety  of  France  mud  be 
defpaired  of ;  the  conftitution  will 
ceafe  to  be  in  force  ;  and  the  patri¬ 
ots  may  be  told,  that  the  hour  of 
royalty^  is  proclaimed  throughout 
the  Republic.  But  if,  as  the  Exe¬ 
cutive  Directory  is  fully  perfuaded, 
this  terrible  idea  affiifts  and  ftrikes 
you,  appreciate  the  value  of  the 
moment,  and  embrace  it ;  be  the 
deliverers  of  your  country,  and  lay 
the  eternal  foundations  of  its  hap- 
pinefs  and  glory. 

L.  M.  PvEVELLIERE  LepAUX, 
Preddent. 

Lagarde,  Secretary. 

Meffagefrom  the  Directory  to  the  Council 
of  Five  Hundred ,  Sejit.bth ,  1797. 

Citizens  Legidators, 

THE  embarraffment  of  the  fi¬ 
nances  was  the  mod  inveterate 
'wound  of  the  date  :  the  enemies  of 
of  the  Republic  and  the  friends  of 
kings,  fought  to  render  it  incura- 


and  dictate  it  abroad  ?  announce 
your  intentions  upon  the  finances. 
That  is  the  ohjecd  of  the  Directory’s 
folicitude.  They  hope  that,  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  urgency  of  the  occa- 
(ion,  you  will  give  them  ail  the  ne~ 
cefiarv  power,  in  order  that  the 
public  fervice  may  not  be  impeded. 

France  can  only  be  faved  by  the 
legidative  body’s  occupying  itfelf 
about  the  finances.  It  is  necefiary 
for  you  immediately  to  make  fame 
regulations  in  the  direct  taxes  of  the 
fifth  year.  One  of  the  mod  certain 
means  for  hadening  the'  receipt  of  . 
the  money  arifing  from  them,  would 
be  to  receive  from  the  receivers  ge¬ 
neral  an  account  of  the  payment? 
they  have  to  make. 

It  will  alfo  be  necedary  to  make 
regulations  in  the  carriage  of  arti¬ 
cles  by  land  and  water  ;  to  fupprefs 
franking  and  free -letters to  re- 
edablidi  the  national  lottery,  and 
the  right  of  enregideriiig ;  and  to 
edabiidi  a  duty  of  one  per  cent, 
upon  padeboard  and  paper  ;  and  to 
fet  the  public  debt  afloat  by  creat¬ 
ing  hons,  by  the  aid"  of  which  the 
payment  of  national  debts  may  be 
made. 

Proclamation  of  the  Executive  Direfiory 
to  the  French  Peejile ,  18//;  Frudlidor , 
( September  4 )  1797. 

Citizens, 

THE  Executive  Directory  (lib- 

j 

mits  to  your  view  a  few  of  the  pa¬ 
id  4  pers 
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pers  relative  to  the  rovalift  conspi¬ 
racy.  Thefe  papers,  the  authenti¬ 
city  of  which  is  incontestable,  de¬ 
tail  the  plots,  name  the  confpira- 
tors,  and  develope  the  thread  of 
the  treafons.  Thefe  texts  are  too 
pofitive  and  clear  to  need  any  com¬ 
ments.  It  is  Sufficient  that  the  Di¬ 
rectory  jfhould  retrace  to  you,  in  a 
few  words,  the  events  to  which 
thefe  papers  refer.  There  are  facts 
fo  palpable,  that  no  impoftnre  can 
difguife  them  in  the  eyes  of  nations : 
Such  was  the  confpiracy  of  Vende- 
rnlaire..  It  was  in  vain  that  tribu¬ 
nals,  which  in  the  firft  inftance  did 
not  deny  its  exigence,  declared  af¬ 
terwards  that  there  was  neither  re¬ 
volt  nor  Sedition  :  royaliim  itfelf 
bin  died  at  this  lie.  All  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  that  event  too  clearly 
proclaimed  its  aim,  nature,  and  cha- 
raCteriftics ;  and  the  opinion  of  Eu¬ 
rope  would  have  been  invariably 
fixed  on  this  head,  provided  even  no 
difeovery  had  been  made  by  the 
correspondence  of  Lemaitre,  by 
the  papers  of  the  emigrant  Gelin, 
and  by  the  palpable  and  convincing 
proofs  of  the  intercourfe  which  the 
principal  agitators,  the  plotters  and 
the  libellers  of  Vendemiaire,  kept 
up  with  the  exterior  royalifts.  An 
important  circumftance,  however, 
of  that  epoch  was  long  concealed 
from  us;  and  in  laying  it  before 
you  we  fulfil  a  painful  duty,  fmce 
we  have  to  denounce  to  .  you  a 
traitor  in  the  perfon  of  a  man,  who 
Sometimes  led  your  defenders  to 
victory.  While  the  didolution  of 
the  national  convention  was  plot¬ 
ting  in  Paris,  and  the  faCtion  en¬ 
deavouring  to  Seize  on  the  Supreme 
authority,  Pichegru,  Rationed  on 
the  bank  of  the  Rhine,  received  the 
proportions  of  CondC,  and  replied 
to  them  bv  plans  of  invalion  and 


difplayed  in  the  French  camp  ;  if 
the  Rhine  was  not  eroded  by  the 
hoftile  army  ;  if  your  Strong  holds 
were  not  delivered  up  and  taken 
poffeffion  of,  in  the  king’s  name, 
by  imperial  troops ;  if  Pichegru 
did  not  march  to  Paris ;  if  he  did 
not  come  hither  in  the  Space  of  a 
fortnight, — citizens,  it  is  dreadful  to 
have  to  State  to  you,  that  it  was 
ConbC  who  re  fa  fed  to  put  in  exe¬ 
cution  Pichegru’s  plan.  This  plan 
would  not,  however,  have  Succeed¬ 
ed  :  the  brave  Soldiers  whom  the  Ge¬ 
neral  dared  to  infull  would  not  have 
permitted  it  to  have  been  carried 
into  effeCt.  They  were  calculated 
to  obey  the  voice  of  patriotism 
alone ;  and  would  have  repulfed 
and  overcome  the  treafon. 

44  I  fhall  leave  nothing  unfinifh- 
ed,”  Said  Pichegru  ;  44  I  do  not  with 
to  be  the  new  third  volume  of 
La  Fayette  and  Dumourier.”  He 
was  defirous  to  refemble  them  in 
perfidy:  but  he  wifhed  alfo  to  fur-' 
pafs  them  in  fuccefs,  and  in  the 
completion  of  his  guilt.  Behold 
then  the  Secret  of  that  favour  which 
royalifm  conftantly  afterwards'grant- 
ed  to  Pichegru.  This  is  the  reafon 
why  he  was  the  firft  to  be  chofen 
president  of  the  Council  of  Five 
Flundred,  after  the  entry  of  the 
third.  And  this  explains  the  ca¬ 
lumnies  which  were  heaped  on  the 
Executive  Directory,  when  it  mere¬ 
ly,  however,  accepted  of  the  reilg- 
nation  of  that  General,  whofe  in¬ 
fidelity  it  Scarcely  began  to  fee 
through  and  fufpeCt.  Subdued  on 
the  13th  Vendemiaire,  royalifm  for 
a  moment  yielded  to  the  ftorm  :  for 
Several  months  after,  it  difplayed  it¬ 
felf  under  the  hideous  features  of 
terrorifm  alone,  perfeHly  certain  of 
profiting  aimoft  equally  either  by 
the  fuccefs  or  defeat'  of  this  new 
kind  off  manoeuvre.  Such,  citizens, 
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Is  the  danger  of  anarchy,  that  if  it 
triumphs,  it  leads  to  royalty  through 
Calamities  and  crimes,  and  can  only 
be  fubdued  by  canting  the  public 
au:  ■  >rities  to  affume  a  carriage  in- 
variably  more  or  lefs  favourable  to 
the  partifans  of  defpotifm.  This 
laft  maxim  has  been  but  too  much 
verified  during  fifteen  months  pail ; 
and  royalifm,  {Lengthened  by  the 
defeat  of  a  few  brigands,  whole  rage 
it  had  itfelf  organized,  and  whofe 
attempts  it  had  directed,  would, 
iince  the  commencement  of  that 
period  have  made  a  progrefs  if  not 
more  extenfive,  at  leaf!  more  rapid, 
provided  one  of  its  orators  had  not 
been  in  too  much  hafte  to  point 
out  the  aim  in  view.  This  orator, 
named  Lemerer,  has  been,  as  well 
as  Merfan,  acknowledged  bv  Du- 
verne  de  Prefle  to  be  known  and 
eftablifhed  intermediary  agent  be- 
tween  a  part  of  the  legitlative  body 
and  the  agents  of  the  pretender. 
When,  in  the  month  of  FruCcidor, 
of  the  4th  year,  Lemerer  undertook, 
In  one  of  the  national  tribunes,  to 
point  out  the  conftitution  of  1791 
as  the  objedt  of  the  regret  of  his 
party;  when  he  raflily  infulted  the 
triumph  which  liberty  obtained  on 
the  10th  of  Auguft,  1792,  the  eyes 
of  all  the  faithful  deputies  were  in- 
flantly  opened,  and  from  that  time 
to  the  lit  of  Prairial  laft,  they  coil- 
ftantly  oppofed  to  every  counter¬ 
revolutionary  propofition,  their  zeal, 
their  energies,  and  their  votes.  Ob¬ 
liged  to  adjourn  on  the  lft  Prairial, 
the  epoch  of  its  legiflative  fway, 
royalifm  gave  a  new  direction  to 
its  efforts.  It  encircled  the  feat  of 
government  more  clofely  than  ever; 
and  by  eftablifhing  agents,  guards, 
and  emiflaries  on  all  hides ;  by  or¬ 
ganizing  their  connections,  their 
Subordination,  and  their  correfpon- 
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dence ;  by,  in  feme  meafure,  felting 
up  a  counter-revolution  in  each  de¬ 
partment  and  in  each  commune,  it 
fought  at  once  to  pave  the  way  for 
the  elections,  and  to  fecure  a  mili¬ 
tary  force  which  it  might  bring  in¬ 
to  aCtion  at  its  pleafure.  Such,  ci¬ 
tizens,  from  the  month  of  Pluviofe, 
was  the  power  of  royalifm,  that  the 
difeovery  of  the  confpiracy  of  Brot- 
tier,  Dunan,  and  Villernois,  merely 
augmented  its  audacity,  and  fortifi¬ 
ed  its  means  even  by  their  manifes¬ 
tation.  Never  did  confpirators,  ft> 
fully  conviCted  by  their  writings 
and  confeflions,  find  more  apolo- 
gifts,  fupporters,  and  proteCtors, 
who  did  not  hefttate  to  manifeft  the 
lively  intereft  they  took  in  their 
caufe.  In  ferving  them,  it  was 
found  to  be  more  ufeful  than  dan¬ 
gerous  to  difplay  the  full  extent  of 
the  different  refources  of  the  party 
under  which  they  aCted.  It  cam 
not  be  doubted,  citizens,  but  that 
in  the  majority  of  the  departments 
the  elections  were  the  work  of  this 
party.  In  proof  of  this  you  have 
only  to  refer  to  the  debates  of  the 
military  tribunal ;  to  the  two  decla¬ 
rations*  which  Duverne  de  P retie 
has  placed  in  our  hands,  and  which 
we  publifh  this  day  ;  and,  finally,  to 
the  fentimenis  and  conduCt  of  the 
new  deputies,  whom  corruption 
and  intrigue  gave  to  the  Republic. 
Emigrants  inundating  Paris  and  the 
departments  more  a  d  more  ;  re¬ 
publicans  either  butchered  or  forc¬ 
ed  to  fly  from  their  homes :  fuper- 
ftition  and  fanaticifm  recalled  by 
thofe  even  who,  under  the  monar¬ 
chy,  contributed  the  moil:  effectual¬ 
ly  to  proferibe  them  ;  the  patriotic 
inftitutions  abandoned  and  inflat¬ 
ed  ;  the  fymbols  of  royalifm  display¬ 
ed  audaciouftv;  the  been  do  chiefs 
of  the  prefs  carried  to  an  imcxam- 
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pled  excefs ;  the  purchafers  of  na¬ 
tional  domains  menaced,  and  even 
Gripped  of  their  property ;  public 
credit  almoft  annihilated ;  com¬ 
merce  paralyzed ;  induftry  precari¬ 
ous  ;  private  tranfadtions  without 
either  rule  or  pledge  ;  the  national 
treafury  left  without  refources  in 
the  mid  if  of  numberjefs  and  ur¬ 
gent  wants  ;  difcontents  of  every 
description  at  their  greatefl  height; 
difcords  rekindled ;  the  defenders 
of  the  country  rewarded  for  their 
triumphs,  facrifices,  and  wounds,  by 
infults  and  profcriptions ;  and,  fi¬ 
nally,  external  peace  retarded  by  a 
declaration  of  new  innovations. 
Such,  citizens,  is  the  picture  which 
the  Republic  prelents;  and  it  is 
thus  that  the  hope  of  the  eftablifh- 
mentof  the  conftitutional  a6f,  which 
had  been  increafing  for  fome  months, 
has  been  daily  diffipated.  No,  it  is 
not  to  return  to  fo  much  wretched- 
nefs  and  difgrace  that  you  have  en¬ 
countered  the  perils  of  a  revolution. 
Your  children,  your  brothers,  your 
friends,  fhall  not  in  vain  have  dif- 
perfed  the  armies  of  kings,  and  ac¬ 
quired  the  admiration  of  nations. 
The  factious  will  not  be  allowed  to 
overthrow  the  work  of  the  national 
will.  The  constitution  of  the  third 
year  fhall  not  be  wrefted  from  us. 
Some  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
Elankenhourg,  ufurping  the  title  of 
the  chofen  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  emigrants,  chiefs  ofChou- 
ans,  heads  of  confpirators,  men  who 
have  conftantly  betrayed  their  duty 
in  the  molt  eminent  functions,  fhall 
deprive  you  of  the  fruits  of  your  la¬ 
bours.  The  legifiative  body  will 
doubtlefs  make  a  wife  diftinclion. 
It  is  upon  its  palriotifm  and  its  ta¬ 
lents  that  you  ought  to  rely  for  the 
accomplifhrnent  of  this  great  a£t  of 
juftice  and  nccefnty.  —  Confide  in 
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the  legifiative  body,  and  give  the 
law  its  courfe ;  without  which  your 
generous  impulfe,  aflliming  an  irre¬ 
gular  and  improper  direction,  and 
proceeding  in  the  midfl  of  tumult 
towards  an  objeeft  but  faintly  re¬ 
cognized,  yon  will  lofe  the  whole 
fruit  of  your  exertion,  if  you  do  not 
experience  the  fatal  efredt  of  fuch 
condudt  as  you  already  have  fo  of¬ 
ten  experienced  them.  Never  for¬ 
get,  citizens,  that  we  are  placed  be¬ 
tween  two  dangers  equally  great, 
that  of  leaving  behind  the  germs  of 
an  evil  which  infallibly  would  pro¬ 
duce  new  fhocks,  and  that  of  pe- 
ri fifing  by  the  too  violent  effect  of 
the  remedy. 

Lareveilliere  Lepaux? 

Prefident. 

La  garde,  Secretary. 

The  Executive  DireSlory  to  the  Citizens 
of  Paris ,  Sejii\  4 th ,  1797. 

Citizens, 

ROYALTY  has  juft  threatened 
the  conftitution  by  a  new  attack. 
After  having  for  a  whole  year  ihak- 
en,  by  their  dark  manoeuvres^  all  the 
foundations  of  the  Republic,  they 
thought  that  they  were  fufficiently 
powerful  to  confummate  its  deftrac- 
tion.  They  thought  themfelves 
fufficiently  protected  to  venture  to 
aim  its  firft  attacks  againft  the  fu- 
preme  depofitaries  of  the  executive 
authority.  Arms  were  daily  diftri- 
buted  to  the  confpirators ;  and  ail 
Paris  knows,  that  one  of  the  aiftri- 
buters  was  arrefted  with  a  great 
number  of  bonds,  upon  which  he 
had  already  delivered  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  firelocks.  Cards  ftamped 
Legifiative  Bof,  and  marked  with  an 
iv,  were  circulated,  in  order  to  ferve 
as  rallying  figns  to  the  confpirators 

charged 
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charged  with  the  office  of  maffacring 
the  Directory,  and  the  deputies 
faithful  to  the  caAfe  of  the  people. 
A  great  number  of  emigrants,  cut¬ 
throats  of  Lyons,  and  brigands  of 
La  Vendee,  attracted  hither  by  the 
intrigues  of  royalifm,  and  the  *  ten¬ 
der  interert  publicly  lavifhed  upon 
them  without  fear,  attacked  the 
ports  which  furronnded  the  Exe¬ 
cutive  Directory;  but  the  vigilance 
of  the  government,  and  the  chiefs 
of  the  armed  force,  fruftrated  their 
criminal  efforts.  The  Executive 
Diredory  is  about  to  lay  before  the 
nation  the  authentic  documents 
which  it  has  collected  concerning 
the  manoeuvres  of  the  royalifts. 
You  will  fhudaer  with  horror,  citi¬ 
zens,  at  the  plots  entered  into  againrt 
the  fafetv  of  every  one  of  you, 
againrt  your  property,  againrt  your 
deareft  rights,  againrt  your  mort  fa- 
cred  poffeffions ;  and  you  may  cal¬ 
culate  the  extent  of  the  calamities 
from  which  in  future  you  can  alone 
be  preferved  by  the  maintenance 
of  the  conftitution.  So  many  tri¬ 
umphs  had  already  crowned"  the 
ertablifhment  of  this  conftitution  ; 
your  Generals  and  your  intrepid  de¬ 
fenders,  had  furrounded  it  with 
their  immortal  trophies.  At  the 
fame  of  their  victories,  agriculture 
and  commerce  refumed  their  acti¬ 
vity,  public  credit  by  degrees  reco¬ 
vered,  confidence  and  fecurit)  be¬ 
gan  to  fpring  up  in  every  heart, 
and  this  is  the  moment  which  has 
been  pitched  upon  to  rekindle  your 
animofities,  to  propagate  fuperfti- 
tion,  to  reorganize  the  power  of  fa- 
naticifm,  to  fow  doubts  and  alarms 
in  every  breart,  by  opening  new 
avenues  for  the  return  of  the  emi¬ 
grants,  to  fhake  the  guarantee  of 
public  contracts,  to  give  the  fignal 
of  civil  war,  and  to  retard,  by  the 


hopes  with  which  foreign  nations 
were  infpired,  the  fo  much  wifhed 
conclufion  of  peace  with  our  exter¬ 
nal  foes,  honourable  and  folid,  wor¬ 
thy  of  the  triumph  of  the  Frenck 
people,  and  of  their  generortty. 
No,  you  will  not  lofe  the  fruits  of 
your  long  facrifices,  you  will  rife 
indignantly  againrt  thofe  bafe  emi¬ 
grants,  the  authors  of  our  calami¬ 
ties,  of  all  our  agitations,  of  all  our 
bufferings.  You  will  arm  yourfelves 
to  rtop  their  defigns,  and  to  defend 
againrt  their  attacks  your  perfons, 
your  property,  and  your  rights. 
But  beware  of  agitations : —  do  not 
difgrace  the  moft  glorious  of  caufes 
by  the  exceffes  of  an  anarchy  jurtly 
abhorred.  Refpecl  property.  Let 
not  an  ill- directed  patriotic  impulfe 
throw  you  into  a  fatal  conruiion. 
Obey  no  voice  but  that  of  the 
avowed  chiefs  appointed  by  the  go¬ 
vernment.  Rely  upon  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  your  magiftrates,  and  upon 
the  exertions  of  your  legiflators, 
who  have  remained  faithful  to  the 
caufe  of  the  people.  Patriotifm 
will  refurne  all  its  energy,  the  con¬ 
ftitution  all  its  force,  the  nation  alff 
its  glory,  and  every  citizen  will  en¬ 
joy,  in  their  fullert  extent,  liberty, 
happinefs,  and  tranquillity. 

Jlrrtt  cf  the  Executive  Diredory  of  the 
\2th  h  entofe. 

THE  Executive  Directory  hav¬ 
ing  confnlted  the  law  of  the  9th 
March,  1793,  conftdering  that  the 
flags  of  neutral  powers  being  no 
longer  refpedted  by  the  enemies  of 
the  French  Republic,  and  all  the 
rights  of  men  being  violated  to 
their  prejudice,  it  is  no  longer  per¬ 
mitted  to  the  French  people  to  ful¬ 
fil  towards  thofe  powers  in  general 
that  with  which  they  have  fo  often 

maniferted, 
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rrianifefted,  and  which  they  will 
conftantly  entertain  for  the  full  and 
entire  freedom  of  commerce  and 
navigation,  directs,  among  other 
difpohtions, 

1  it.  That  fhips  of  war  and  priva¬ 
teers  may  ftop,  and  bring  into  the 
ports  of  the  Republic  neutral  fhips 
which  fhall  be  charged,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  with  merchandife  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  enemy. 

2d.  That  merchandife  belonging 
to  the  enemy  fhall  be  declared  good 
and  lawful  prize,  and  be  confifcated 
to  the  profit  of  the  captors. 

3d.  That  in  all  cafes  neutral  fhips 
fnall  be  releafed  the  moment  that 
the  merchandife  feized  is  difcharg- 
ed  ;  that  the  freight  of  it  fhall  be 
paid  at  the  rate  which  fhall  have 
been  ftipulated  by  the  configners ; 
and  that  a  juft  indemnity  fhall  be 
granted  on  account  of  their  deten- 

O 

tion  by  the  tribunals  competent  to 
decide  upon  the  validity  of  prizes. 

4th.  That  thefe  tribunals  fhall  be 
directed  befides  to  fend,  three  days 
after  the  decifion,  a  double  invento¬ 
ry  of  the  merchandife  to  the  mi- 

a) 

nifter  of  marine,  and  another  to  the 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs. 

5th.  That  the  prefcnt  law,  ap¬ 
plicable  to  all  the  captures  that 
have  been  made  fince  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  war,  fhall  ceafe  to  have  ef¬ 
fect  as  foon  as  the  enemy  fhall  have 
declared  non-feizable,  although  def- 
tined  for  the  ports  of  the  Republic, 
the  merchandife  laden  on  board 
neutral  fhips,  which  fhall  belong  to 
the  government,  or  to  French  citi¬ 
zens. 

Having  feen  the  law  of  the  27  th 
of  July,  1793,  which  directs  the 
foregoing  law  to  be  fully  executed; 
having  alfo  feen  the  7  th  article  of 
the  law  of  the  13th  Nivofe,  third 
year,  which  enjoins  all  the  agents 
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of  the  Republic  to  refpedt  and  00- 
ferve  in  all  their  difpofitions  the 
treaties  which  unite  France  to  the 
neutral  powers  of  the  continent, 
and  to  the  United  States  of  Ameri¬ 
ca;  confidering  that  this  laft  law  is 
derogatory  to  the  law  of  the  9  th  of 
May,  1793,  refolves  as  follows  : 

Art.  1 .  The  commiffaries  of  the 
Executive  Directory  with  the  civil 
tribunals  of  the  department,  fhall 
take  care  that,  in  the  contefts  upon 
the  validity  of  marine  prizes,  no 
decifion  fhall  be  founded  upon  the 
7  th  article  of  the  law  of  the  13  th 

Nivofe,  without  the  minifter  of 

*  * 

juflice  having  been  previoufly  con- 
fulted,  conformably  to  the  third  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  law  of  the  8  th  Floreal, 
fourth  year,  relative  to  the  treaties, 
in  virtue  of  which  neutral  perfons 
pretend  to  withdraw  themfelves,  ay 
means  of  the  firft  of  thefe  laws,  from 
the  execution  of  that  of  the  9th  of 
March,  1793. 

2d.  The  minifter  of  juftice  fhall 
examine  whether  the  treaties  ftill 
fublift,  or  whether  they  have  been 
modified  fince  the  conclufion  of 
them.  There  fhall  be  furnifhed  to 
them  bv  the  minifter  for  foreign 
affairs,  ail  the  documents  of  which 
thev  fhall  ftand  in  need  ;  and  refe- 
rence  fliall  be  made  to  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Directory,  as  it  is  prefcribed  by 
the  law  of  the  8th  Floreal,  fourth 
year. 

3d.  The  DireTory  remind  all 
French  citizens,  that  the  treaty 
concluded  on  the  6th  of  February, 
1778,  between  France  and  the 
United  States,  has  been,  on  the 
terms  of  the  fecond  article,  modifi¬ 
ed  of  full  right  by  that  which  has 
been  concluded  at  London  on  the 
] 9th  November,  1794,  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and 
England  ;  in  coniequence, 

Jft,  After 
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1ft.  After  the  article  17 1  h  of  the 
treaty  of  London,  of  the  19th  Nov¬ 
ember,  1794,  all  merchandife  of  the 
enemy’s,  or  merchandife  not  fuffi- 
ciently  afcertained  to  be  neutral, 
conveyed  under  American  flags, 
fhall  be  confifcated :  but  the  (hip 
on  board  of  which  fuch  merchandife 
fhall  be  found,  fhall  be  releafed  and 
given  to  the  proprietor.  The  com- 
miflaries  of  the  Directory  are  en¬ 
joined  to  accelerate,  by  ail  the 
means  in  their  power,  the  dechion 
of  the  contefts  which  fhall  arife  ei¬ 
ther  upon  the  validity  of  the  cap¬ 
tures  of  the  cargoes,  or  upon  freights 
and  infurances. 

2d.  According  to  the  18th  arti¬ 
cle  of  the  treaty  of  London,  dated 
the  19th  of  November,  1794,  rela¬ 
tive  to  articles  declared  contraband 
by  the  24th  article  of  the  treaty, 
dated  February  6th,  1778,  are  add¬ 
ed  the  following ; 

Ship-timber ; 

Oakum,  pitch,  and  rofln  ; 

Copper  for  fheathing  veflels ; 

Sails,  hemp,  and  cordage ; 
and  every  thing  which  ferves  di¬ 
rectly  or  indiredlly  to  the  arming 
and  equipping  of  veflels,  excepting 
bar  iron,  and  hr  in  planks.  Thefe 
articles  fhall  be  confifcated  as  often 
as  they  fnallbe  deftmed,  or  attempt¬ 
ed  to  be  carried  to  the  enemy. 

j 

3d.  According  to  the  21ft  article 
of  the  treaty  of  London  of  the  above 
date,  every  American  who  fliall 
hold  a  commiffion  from  the  enemies 
of  France,  as  well  as  every  feaman 
of  that  nation  competing  the  crew 
of  the  fhips  and  veflels,  fliall,  by 
th  is  aft  alone  be  declared  piratical, 
and  treated  as  fuch,  without  fuffer- 
ing  the  party  to  eftablifli  that  the 
aft  was  the  coniequence  of  threats 
or  violence 

4th.  In  purfuance  of  the  law  of 


the  14th  February,  1793,  the  regu¬ 
lations  of  the  21ft  October,  1794, 
and  of  the  26th  July,  fliall  be  com¬ 
plied  with,  according  to  their  form 
and  tenor. 

Every  American  fliip  fhall  there¬ 
fore  be  deemed  a  lawful  prize  which 
fhall  not  have  on  board  a  bill  of 
lading  in  due  form,  according  to  the 
plan  annexed  to  the  treaty  of  the 
6  th  o  f  Fe  bruar  v,  1778,  thee  xcc u  - 
tion  of  which  is  enjoined  by  the 
25  th  and  27  th  articles  of  that  treaty. 

5th.  The  cornmiflioners  of  the 
Executive  Direftqry  are  required  to 
carry  into  effeft  the  penalties  that 
attach  on  all  clandeftine  attempts 
that  may  be  made  by  American,  or 
veflels  belonging  to  any  other  na¬ 
tion,  to  pals  as  neutral,  on  board 
the  veflel  where  the  fraud  is  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  pradtifed,  in  the  man¬ 
ner  that  thefe  penalties  have  been 
repeatedly  carried  into  effedt  during 
the  prefent  war.  The  penalty  fliall 
attach  where  the  blanks  in  the  con- 
flgnments  and  envoices  are  not  fill¬ 
ed  up,  though  figned  and  feaied, 
where  the  papers  are  in  the  form  of 
letters,  containing  lidbitious  figna- 
tures ;  where  are  double  paflports 
or  policies,  fpecifying  different  des¬ 
tinations';  where  conflgnment  is 
made  to  two  or  more  factors,  and 
where  there  are  different  receipts 
or  papers  of  any  kind  which  con- 
fign  the  whole  or  part  of  the  fame 
goods  to  different  owners  or  diffe- 
rent  deftmations. 

6th.  By  this  article,  proviftons  of 
the  treaty  of  the  9th  Frimaire  laft, 
relative  to  freight  and  infurance, 
are  repealed,  as  far  as  they  apply  to 
infurance. 

7th.  The  prefent  treaty  fliall  be 
publifhed  in  the  bulletin  of  the  laws. 
The  minifters  of  the  marine  and  of 
the  colonies,  of  juftice,  and  for  fo¬ 
reign 
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reign  affairs,  are  charged  with  the 
execution  of  it  in  their  refpedtive 
departments. 

(Signed)  R  ewe  ell,  Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Sec.  Gen. 

Proclamation  of  the  Executive  Diredory 
to  the  French  People. 

Citizens,  5th  Brumaire. 

THE  proclamation  of  the  4th 
Complementary  Day  in  the  5th 
vear,  had  for  its  object  to  put  the 
f  rench  armies  in  a  condition  to 
march  on  the  15  th  Vendemiaire, 
(October  6th). 

The  defenders  of  their  country 
have  liltened  to  the  voice  of  the 
Executive  Directory.  From  every 
part  they  have  rejoined  their  re- 
fpedtive  armies,  and  the  minifter  at 
war  has  returned  on  this  head  the 
moR  fatisfadlory  accounts.  In  this 
generous  ardour,  in  this  eager  zeal 
tor  the  maintenance  of  liberty,  the 
ipirifc  of  Frenchmen  was  recognifed. 

Their  warlike  attitude  has  al- 
,  ready  overthrown  the  ob hades 
which  the  cabinet  of  St.  James  has 
fo  long  oppofed  to  the  conclufion 
oi  a  peace  with  the  Emperor.  On 
viewing  your  pofition,  Auftria  re¬ 
turned  to  her  true  interehs,  and  on 
the  26th  Vendemiaire,  the  treaty 
which  was  fufpended  for  more  than 
fix  months,  was  concluded  at'  San 
Formio,  near  Udina,  between  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  Buonaparte, 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re- 
puohc,  and  tour  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  Emperor,  King  of  Bohemia 
and  Hungary.  You  will  learn  with 
pieafure  that  feveral  millions  of 
men  have  been  rehored  to  liberty, 
and  that  the  French  nation  is  the 
benefadlrefs  of  thefe  people. 

-But  this  is  not  all.  R.  conmefs 
is  about  t©  be  ^ffembledj  in  order 
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to  conclude  a  peace  with  the  em¬ 
pire.  Citizens,  every  thing  pre- 
iages  that  in  a  fhort  time  y^u  fhall 
gather  the  fruit  of  fo  many  facri- 
fices.  The  peace  of  the  continent 
■will  foon  be  fixed  on  an  immovable 
bafe. 

It  only  remains  to  you  to  punifh 
the  perfidy  of  the  cabinet  of  Lon¬ 
don,  which  is  hill  fo  blinded  as  to 
think  of  making  other  nations  the, 
haves  of  their  maritime  tyranny, 
and  who  deceive  the  Englifh  them- 
felves  by  extorting  from  them  the 
means  of  prolonging  on  the  ocean 
the  calamities  of  war,  the  effufion 
of  human  blood,  the  deftrudtion  of 
commerce,  and  all  the  horror  in 
which  it  traffics,  and  for  which  it 
pays.  Thefe,  however,  will  fhortly 
be  retorted  on  themfelves.  It  is 
at  London  that  all  the  miferies  of 
Europe  have  been  fabricated,  and 
it  is  there  that  they  muh  be  termi¬ 
nated.  Citizens,  under  thefe  cir- 
cumlfances  the  end  very  nearly  ap¬ 
proaches  qf  thofe  military  efforts 
which  the  government  is  Rill  to 
expedt  from  French  valour.  But 
until  this  object  be  attained,  be  on 
your  guard  :  do  not  lav  down  thofe 
arms  which  make  you  fo  terrible  to 
the  enemies  of  your  independence  ; 
do  not  liften  to  the  perfidious  fug- 
geffiions  of  thofe  who  would  with  to 
deffroy  the  effect  of  your  triumph  ; 
they  are  about  to  repeat  to  you 
that,  peace  being  concluded,  you 
fhould  now  return  to  your  homes  ; 
ves,  the  Directory  has  undoubtedly 
figned  for  you  a  glorious  peace ; 
but,  in  order  to  enjoy  its  happinefs, 
it  is  neceffary  that  you  fhould  finifh 
your  work  ;  that  you  fhould  enforce 
the  execution  of  thofe  articles  which 
have  been  agreed  upon  between  the 
Emperor  and  France you  fhould 
aid  the  prompt  decifion  of  thofe 

which 
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which  are  ftill  pending  with  the  em¬ 
pire  ;  and,  in  line,  you  mult  crown 
your  exploits  by  the  invalion  of  that 
illand  where  your  anceftors  carried 
flaverv  under  William  the  Con- 
quercr,  and  carry  thither  again  the 
g;enius  of  liberty,  which  will  difem- 
bark  at  the  fame  time  with  the 
French. 

Citizens,  be  allured  that  govern- 
ment  is  delirous  of  accelerating  that 
happy  moment  when,  in  concert 
with  the  legiflature,  they  can  re¬ 
duce  their  armies  to  the  footing: 

^  o 

of  a  peace  eftablilhrnent,  recom- 
penfe  thofe '  heroes  who  compofe 
Ihem,  and,  after  having  confecrated 
their  valour  by  feafts  and  monu¬ 
ments  worthy  of  their  triumphs, 
fpread  through  every  canton  that 
republican  fpirit  with  which  the 
armies  have  been  animated,  by 
fending  to  their  homes  thofe  of 
their  defenders  who  have  a  right 
to  return. 

But  of  this  you  Ihall  judge  vour- 
felves.  The  hour  has  not  yet  liruck : 
a  few  inifants  more,  and  the  French 
Republic,  triumphantly  eftabliftied, 
•and  everywhere  acknowledged,  will 
enjoy  that  repofe  which  it  is  to  pro¬ 
cure  to  the  world. 

The  Executive  Directory  decrees 
that  the  above  proclamation  ■  ihall 
be  printed,  and  fent  into-all  the  de¬ 
partments  and  to  the  armies ;  and 
that  the  arret  annexed  to  the  de¬ 
cree  of  the  4th  Complementary 
Dav  Ihall  continue  to  be  executed 

j 

according  to  its  form  and  tenor. 

Frodaraation  of  the  French  Directory  to 
Frenchmen. 

Frimcdre ,  Ncv .  21. 

Citizens, 

THE  intereft  ef  the  republic  calls 
on  you  for  a  new  triumph.  After 


innumerable  battles,  where  victory 
always  relied  on  your  fide,  you  are 
called  on  to  fubdue  the  firft,  the 
moil  intractable,  and  the  moll  cun¬ 
ning  of  your  enemies. 

The  Executive  Directory  is  deli¬ 
rous  of  a  general  peace.  It  wifhes 
fueh  a  peace  for  you  and  for  Europe. 

It  is  now  one  year  or  more  fincc 
a  faithlefs  enemy,  reftlefs  and  buz¬ 
zing,  has  difturbed  all  the  cabinets* 
loudly  propofing  peace,  and  fecret- 
ly  blowing  up  the  embers  of  war. 
They  affeCt  to  extinguish  with  one 

hand  the  torch  which  thev  are  re- 

* 

kindling  with  the  other.  They 
fend  out  with  pomp  their  pacifica¬ 
tor,  yet  they  trifle  every  overture 
which  has  any  tendency  towards 
a  pacification.  This  enemy  your 
indignation  can  at  once  point  out 
and  name ;  it  is  the  cabinet  of 
St,  James,  the  moft  corrupting  and 
corrupted  of  the  governments  of 
Europe ;  it  is  the  Englifh  govern¬ 
ment.  • 

It  is  not  only  agai nfi:  French  li¬ 
berty  that  this  government  had  di¬ 
rected  its  confpiracy :  it  is  againft 
the  whole  world.  This  perfidious 
government  willies  to  trouble,  fub- 
jugate,  or  defolate  every  part  of  the 
globe.  Say,  Americans,  who  were 
directly  or  indirectly  your  real  rul¬ 
ers?  —  Unfortunate  Indians,  fpeak 
— »bv  what  deteftable  arts  this  eo- 
vernment  has  founded  its  tyranny 
amongft  ye?  — And  you,  ye  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  frill  more  unfortunate, 
innocent  inhabitants  of  Franconia 
and  of  the  Northern  Alps ;  ve 
numerous  victims  of  the  fcourge 
of  war,  fav  who  have  been  the  molt 
ardent  inftigators  of  the  fcourge 
of  war,  where  immenfe  treafures 
have  been  engulphed  •  —  where 
more  than  a  million  eft  men  have 
been  llain  —  and  wh<*re  the  eye 
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of  peace  now  can  view  nothing  but 
general  mourning,  univerfal  mifery, 
and  vail  defpair.  It  is  under  thefe 
circumftances  that  the  cabinet  of 
St.  Janies  has  revealed  to  afflicted 
Europe,  that  file  alone  has  felt  no¬ 
thing  of  thefe  vaft  difafters.  Hear 
the  difcourfe  held  61  from  the  height 
of  the  throne.”  u  Our  revenues,” 
fays  the  King  of  England,  “  have 
been  meliorated;  our  national  in- 
duftry  has  even  had  a  new  increafe ; 
our  commerce  has  paffed  its  former 
limits.”. 

If  the  King  of  England  has  told 
the  truth,  what  a  terrible  leffon  is 
this  for  you,  ye  other  powers  of 
Europe !  Of  what  defcription  is 
that  power  which  is  interefted  in 
your  difcords,  who  derives  an  in- 
tereft  from  your  calamities,  who 
profpers  by  your  diftrefs,  and  who 
fattens  on  the  tears,  the  blood,  and 
the  fpoils  of  other  nations  ? 

This  cabinet  may  defire  war,  be- 
caufe  they  are  enriched  by  the  war. 
It  is  this  government,  however,  who 
has  lately  accufed  France  of  an 
“  infatiable  avarice.”  It  does  not 
fay  that  the  Englifh,  the  firft  devaf- 
tators  of  our  Ifland  of  St.  Domingo, 
have  alfo  taken  without  a  blow  the 
colonies  of  .Holland,  at  that  time 
their  ally,  and  that  they  pretend  to 
retain  thefe  robberies  under  the 


to  opprefs  the  fecondary  dates  or 
the  feebler  powers.  She  punifhes 
without  hatred,  and,  naturally  ge¬ 
nerous,  the  does  not  even  hate  the 
Englifh  nation.  In  France,  no 
minifter  fhall  ever  be  deified  for  his 
hatred  to  the  Englifh  nation.  But 
the  people  of  France  are  agreed  on 
one  point -When  they  remember 
Toulon,  Dunkirk,  Quiberon,  and 
La  Vendee,  they  muff  deteft  the 
cruelty  and  perfidy,  the  bloody 
Machiavelifm  of  the  Britifh  minif- 
try.  They  muff  deplore,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  inconceivable  blind- 
nefs  by  which  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  differed  themfelves  to  become 
the  horror  of  the  world. 

The  great  nation  will  avenge 
the  univerfe,  and  for  this  end, 
Frenchmen,  it  offers  you  feverai 
means.  The  firft  and  the  moft 
rapid  .  is  a  defcent  upon  England. 
By  your  unheard-of  exploits  you 
are  difufed  from  reckoning  upon 
obftacles.  In  fuch  enterprizes  the 
name  of  the  army  is  the  promife  of 
triumph,  and  the  juftice  of  its  caufe 
the  guarantee  of  fuccefs.  There  is 
no  longer  a  time  to  difcufs  the 
means,  or  to  dwell  on  the  probabi¬ 
lity  of  effeftino-  a  defcent.  Where 

j.  O  t  # 

Frenchmen  are  at  the  point,  their 
will  is  the  viffory.  The  army  of 
England  is  about  to  dictate  peace  in 
London,  and  there,  republicans, 
you  fhall  find  your  auxiliaries.  You 
will  find  there  a  number  of  men 
whom  reafon  has  not  fo  far  aban- 


name  of  conquefts.  —  I  he  King  of 
England,  however,  ftill  fpeaks  to 
the'  powers  of  Europe  of  the  am¬ 
bition  of  France ! 

The  difpofitions  of  the  French 
towards  other  nations  are  now  un- 
derllood.  They  are  not  to  be  ob- 
fcured  by  vague  allegations.  If 
the  French  Republic  call,  by  attain¬ 
ing  her  natural  limits,  repair  the 
faults  of  her  monarchy,  file  difdains 
the  acquifition  of  foreign  conquefts 
for  this  purpofe.  She  willies  not 


dohed,  not  to  feel  the  odium  which 
their  governors  have  caft  upon  the 
Englifh  name.  You  will  there  find 
thoufands  of  men  who  have  long 
ftruggied  to  promote  parliamentary 
reform.  You  will  there  find  arti- 
zans  without  number  who  ftgh  for 
peace,  and  whom  the  war  reduces  to 
wretchednefs,  and  who  weigh  as 

light* 
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light,  in  the  balance  of  their  dif- 
trefs.,  the  magnificent  trumpery  of 
royal  harangues,  the  illufion  of  ma~ 
nifeftos,  and  the  chimseras  of  con- 
quefr! — You  will  alfofind  the  Irifh 
nation,  opprefled  for  fo  many  years, 
and  which  has  borne  with  fo  much 
pain  the  chain  of  a  court  which  has 
been  nouriihed  by  its  fweat,  fed  by 
its  blood,  and  which  now  infults  its 
defpair ! 

Proceed  under  thefe  aufpices, 
brave  republicans !  Second  the  una¬ 
nimous  willies  of  the  nation.  Con¬ 
ducted  by  the  hero  who  has  fo  long 
led  you  in  the  path  of  victory,  you 
will  be  followed  by  the  applaufe  of 
every  juft  and  virtuous  mind.  Go 
and  re-eltablifh  the  dominion  of  the 
feas. .  Confine  within  its  juft  limits 
the  difordered  ambition  of  a  govern¬ 
ment,  which  has  not  only  diflurbed 
its  own  Hate,  but  that  of  the  uni- 
verfe.  • —  The  repofe  of  the  French 
republic  is  identified  with  that  of 
Europe.  At  this  time  the  Britilh 
government  fmiles  with  cold  dif- 
dain,  or  wilh  a  fierce  regard,  on  all 
the  operations  on  the  continent. 
It  is  for  you  to  make  them  pay 
their  fhare  of  the  expences  of  the 
war,  of  which  file  has  eternized  the 
duration,  and  to  which  they  can  put 
an  end,  whenever  they  fpeak  to  the 
French  republic  a  language  which 
Ihe  may  underftand,  and  which  Hie 
may  deem  fincere. 

Citizens,  you  will  recognize  your 
own  fentiments  in  thofe  of  the  Di¬ 
rectory.  Ihe  fame  fpirit  animates 
your  faithful  reprefentatives.  It  is 
in  vain  that  the  cabinet  of  London 
exhaufis  its  efforts  to  fow  amongft 
you  difcord  and  millruft,  or  to  per- 
fuade  you  that  their  efforts  have 
fucceeded.  T  he  1 5th  FruCtidor  has 
annihilated  Englifli  influence,  and 
from  that  day  the  members  of  the 
Vox..  XXXIX, 
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councils  and  of  the  Directory  offer 
only  the  interefting  fpeCtacle  of 
complete  union.  No  patriot  can 
have  a  feparate  intereft,  nor  is  there 
in  the  republic  but  one  with  and 
one  opinion.  A  war  againfl  the 
cabinet  of  St.  James  is  the  unani¬ 
mous  cry  of  France.  What  glory 
is  promifed  to  the  army  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  it  is  only  neceflary  to  infpire 
them  with  enthufiafm ;  it  is  only 
neceflary  to  remind  them  of  what 
they  had  done.  The  walls  of  for¬ 
tified  towns  fell  before  them ;  the 
firft  generals  of  the  age  could  not 
refill  them.  Bender  was  taken 
prifoner  at  Luxemburg,  and  Wurm- 
fer  at  Mantua.  The  tri-coloured 
handard  now  floated  over  the  banks 
of  the  Rhine  and  of  the  iEgean 
Sea.  After  fo  many  victories,  what 
can  add  to  the  ardour  of  French 
foldiers  ?  They  hear  the  voice  of 
their  country,  and  they  remember 
their  own  exploits. 

The  Executive  DireClory  decrees 
that  this  proclamation  lhall  be  pub- 
lifhed,  printed,  and  fent  to  all  the 
communes  of  the  republic,  and  to 
all  the  divilions  of  their  armies  by 
land  and  fea.  The  minillers  of  the 
army  of  the  interior,  of  the  marine, 
and  of  the  colonies,  are  to  render 
an  account  of  its  due  publication. 

(Signed) 

Re  velliere  Lepaux,  Prefident. 

Addvcfs  of  the  two  Councils  to  the  De¬ 
partments ,  and  to  the  Armies ,  21 

Frudtidor . 

■  r" 

i 

THE  Council  of  Five  Hundred* 
confidering  that  in  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  critical  circumllances  in 
which  the  republic  is  placed,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  legiflative  body  to 
make  known  to  the  French  people 
the  trammels  that  were  prepared  to 
X  bind 
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bind  them  clown  to  flavery,  and  to 
overthrow  the  republican  confuta¬ 
tion.  of  the  third  year  ;  to  manifeft 
to  them  the  fentiments  and  the 
hopes  of  the  legiflature,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  guard  againft  the  ma¬ 
noeuvres  which  the  accomplices  of 
the  confpirators  may  attempt,  in  or¬ 
der  to  deceive  them,— 

Declare  that  there  is  urgency, 
and  adopt  the  following  refolu- 
tion 

Article  I.  The  legislative  body 
makes 1  to  the  departments  and  to 
the  armies  the  following  aadrefs  : 

«  Frenchmen,  we  owe  to  you  thp 
truth :  we  are  about  to  tell  you  the 
truth. 

“  Aconfpiracy,  which  has  for  its 
objedt  to  eftablifh  in  France  a 
throne,  and  with  privileges  and 
vexations,  a  thoufand  times  more 
odious  than  thofe  which  were  abo- 
lifned  by  your  will;  a  confpiracy 
conftantiy  unmafked,  and  yet  never 
deftroyed,  had  again  brought^  the 
republic  to  the  brinK  of  an  aoyls. 
The  government,  by  its  wifdom 
and  its  firmnefs,  difconcerted  the 
action  at  the  moment  when  it  was 
on  the  point  of  breaking  out.  One 
night  more,  and  an  eternal  mourn¬ 
ing  would  have  covered  oiir  coun¬ 
try  1  One  night  more,  and  an  ar¬ 
bitrary  defpotifm  would  have  raifed 
her  hideous  head,  and  foaled  her 
ufurpation  on  the  bodies  of  all  thofe 
who  had  more  or  lefs  ferved  the 
caufe  of  liberty  !  Men,  who  had  no 
other  ambition  of  popular  power 
than  to  exercife  it  againft  the  peo¬ 
ple,  laboured  for  a  long  time  in  the 
execution  of  this  execrable  projedt ; 
for  the  moft  part  chiefs'  of  the  in- 
furgents  of  Vendemiaire,  hardened 
by  impunity,  returned  the  thread  of 
their  intrigues;  they  ftill  corref- 
‘p ended  more  audaciouily  than  ever 


with  the  agents  of  the  pretender^ 
Louis  XVI It.  The  confeffions  of 
one  of  thefe  royal  agents  (Duverne 
Duprefle)  bear  teftimony  to  the  faff  . 
Their  letters  taken  at  Venice,  their 
correfpoiidence  with  the  emigrants 
and  the  principal  rebels,  prove  it. 
All  the  documents  are  made  pub¬ 
lic.  Their  means  were,— 1ft.  The 
extinction  of  all  public  national 
fpirit.  2d.  The  affiaffmation  of 
every  man  whom  they  branded  with 
the  title  SufjieBed  of  Patriot  if m ,  and 
the  impunity  granted  to  the  aftaf- 
fins  by  the  tribunals  fold  to  royal- 
ifm.  3d.  The  extinction  of  the 
financial  refources  of  the  ftate. 
4th.  The  vilifying  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  republican  inhibitions. 
5th.  Civil  war  to  be  kindled  in  dif¬ 
ferent  points  of  the  republic.  6th. 
Internal  fafety  to  be  deftroyed,  and 
all  the  roads  intercepted.  7th.  By 
the  ftarving  of  the  national  credi¬ 
tor,  the  artifan,  and  the  foldier. 
And  finally,  —  8th.  By  the  adtive 
fabrication  of  all  forts  of  laws  fub- 
verftve  of  the  conftitution. 

u  This  end,  and  all  thefe  means, 
will  not  aftoniih  you,  as  you  will 
learn  bv  the  authentic  documents- 
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found,  that  their  nominations,  of-- 
dered  beforehand,  and  regulated 
bv  particular  offices  of  counter¬ 
revolution  in  all  the  departments, 
were  founded  on  a  general  plan, 
formed  and  organized  under  the 
name  of  the  Society  of  Legitimate  Sons  - 
a  fociety,  one  of  whofe  rules  was 
the  moft  abfoiute,  the  moft  blind 
devotion  of  its  members  to  the  or¬ 
ders  that  Ihould  be  given  them  by 
their  unknown  chiefs.  It  was  by 
thefe  means,  French  citizens,  that 
you  have  feen  fpring  out  all  at 
once,  from  the  bofom  of  your  pri¬ 
mary  and  electoral  affiemblies,  this 
crowd  cf  delegates,  hitherto  un¬ 
known 
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known  in  the  revolution,  or  known 
only  by  their  incivifm  the  moil  re¬ 
volting.  It  was  by  thefe  means 
that  there  was  formed,  in  almoft 
every  place,  a  majority  of  men, 
feduced,  bribed,  or  deluded,  whofe 
fpeaking  conflantly  under  fpecial 
mandate,  and  employing  themfelves 
only  in  the  overthrow  of  the  re¬ 
public,  made  us  doubt  whether  their 
conftituents'  redded  in  France  or  at 
Biankenburgh.  It  was  thus  that 
the  votes  of  the  true  citizens  were 
of  no  avail  in  the  elections ;  and 
that,  with  the  exception  of  a  fmall 
number  of  afTemblies  where  their 
voices  were  attended  to,  almoft 
everywhere  the  votes  of  crime  and 
of  royal  intrigue  were  triumphant, 
We  may  conceive  how,  eltablifhing 
themfelves  the  judges  of  their  own 
elections,  they  flattened  to  declare 
them  good  or  bad  as  it  fuited  their 
purpofe  :  fometimes  making  an  ar¬ 
gument  of  the  majority  of  voters, 
to  cover  their  violences,  the  denial 
of  jutlice,  and  the  unconflitutional 
nature  of  thefe  atfemblies  ;  and 
fometimes  oppoting  protefts,  ob- 
fcure,  and  without  char  after,  to  the 
formal  wills  of  a  republican  majo¬ 
rity.  Certainly  it  is  wonderful 
that,  with  fo  many  means  of  corrup¬ 
tion,  and  of  deftru  Clive  influence, 
fome  nominations— nay,  that  one 
tingle  place  Ihould  efcape  them ; 
as,  after  a  vaft  conflagration,  we 
fometimes  fee  with  aftonifhment 
fome  buildings  refpeCted  by  the 
flames. 

“  We  will  not  recall  to  voiu 

J  l 

citizens,  what  has  been  the  deplor¬ 
able  fuccefs  of  thefe  atrocious  com¬ 
binations.  In  Floreal,  peace,  ho¬ 
nourable  and  folid,  folded  propiti¬ 
ous  to  our  wifhes  :  it  is  flown. 
Could  it  refide  in  a  land  in  convul- 
fion,  ready  to  cover  itfelf  with  blood 


and  allies?  National  credit  had 
taken  confiftency  ;  the  creditor  was' 
about  to  be  paid  ;  fabrics  were  dif- 
charged  in  currency ;  and  in  an  in- 
flam,  mifery  and  penury  returned  - 
to  bur  ft  upon  France.  The  credi¬ 
tor  funk  into  defpair;  the  inferip- 
tions,  which  were  at  forty,  fell  to 
ten ;  the  armies  without  pay*  with¬ 
out  clothing  the  armies  that  had 
triumphed  over  Europe— -oh  fhame ! 
oh  grief  !— were  obliged  to  live  ei¬ 
ther  upon  requifition,  or  upon  the 
produCt  of  their  courage.  And  yet 
a  hideous  laugh  efcaped  from  the 
lips  of  the  artificers  of  counter-revo¬ 
lution  ;  each  day  they  law  the  'em-- 
barraflments  of  government  atlg- 
ment,  each  day  they  increafed  them 
more  and  more  ;  interpretations  the 
molt  forced,  want  of  faith  the  molt: 
imprudent,  every  thing  was  good 
in  their  eyes,  provided  they  attain¬ 
ed  the  defired  end.  The  labourers 
in  fanaticism  were  recalled  ;•  a  fcail- 
dalous  and  public  traffic  for  the 
erafore  of  emigrants  was  openly- 
carried  on.  Citizens,  alarmed  by 
thefe  appearances,  aflembled  to  con¬ 
fer  together  ;  the  right  of  meeting 
was  interdicted  ;  they  .reclaimed 
their  rights ;  they  were  treated  as 
feditious,  and  as  cut-throats  :  they 
complained  of  miferable  men  being 
aflaffiiiated  ;  to  which  it  was  anfwer- 
ed,  that  vengeance  was  legitimate* 
and  crime  was  erected  into  iyifem. 
A  new  revolution,  a  thou  fa  nd  times 
more  bloody  than  the  fir  ft,  was  iiTu- 
ing  from  every  pore  of  the  body 
politic  ;  but  fome  indifcretions, 
fome  figns  of  premature  joy,  be¬ 
trayed  the  co]  dpir'ators ;  they  began 
to  take  pride  in  the  title  of  royal- 
ills  5  a  feparation,  the  (want-courier 
of  allaffination,  took  place  between 
the  profcribers  and  the  profcribed. 
They  hrft  entitled  themfelves  the 
X  2  '  true 
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true  reprefentatives  ;  the  others 
were  no  longer  confidered  as  their 
colleagues  ;  judgment  was  patted 
upon  them  ;  they  were  republicans. 
Arms  were  diflributed,  poniards 
were  made,  many  of  which  were 
ieized  along  with  the  cards  of  ren¬ 
dezvous  ;  regifters  of  inrolment 
were  opened.  Oh  country !  oh 
fecret  and  noble  fentiment  of  li¬ 
berty  !  generous  offspring  of  honour 
and  of  national  pride,  what  art  thou 
become  ?  Oh  juftice,  morality, 
humanity  !  names  fo often  profaned, 
ye  facial  and  public  virtues,  where 
have  ye  taken  refuge  ?  They  live 
in  the  armies  1 

u  This  intrepid  advanced  guard 
of  a  nation,  whofe  deffruCtion  had 
been  fworn  by  traitors,  faithful  to 
its  oath,  rung  the  alarm ;  its  cry 
was  heard  throughout  all  France  ; 
it  was  heard  in  the  camp  of  the 
enemy ;  it  ftruck  difinay  to  the 
fouls  of  the  traitors.  Then  they 
changed  their  plan ;  without  being 
lefs  aCtive,  they  feigned  an  extenfive 
moderation,  to  diminifh  the  means 
of  rettftance  which  they  dreaded. 
But  it  was  done ;  the  reveille  was 
beat  ;  the  government,  that  had 
been  fo  long  deceived,  now  recol¬ 
lected  that  it  alfo  was  the  repofitory 
of  the  conftitution,  and  guardian  of 
the  deftini.es  of  the  republic.  In 
the  two  councils  a  majority,  coura¬ 
geous  and  clear-lighted,  conftantly 
in  open  combat  writh  a  faCtion  un- 
mafked,  no  longer  defpaired  of 
bringing  back  to  their  fide  thofe 
faithful  members  that  the  party  had 
only  inlifted  by  deceiving  them. 
They  perceived  that  the  conftitu¬ 
tion,  in  not  forefeeing  the  cafe  of  a 
faction  of  legiftators  overthrowing 
it,  even  by  furrounding  themfelves 
with  the  appearance  of  its  forms, 
left,  by  this  very  omiilion,  to  thofe 


who  were  defirous  to  fave  it,  the 
right  of  employing  every  fort  of 
meafure  to  that  purpofe,  and  that 
it  was  abfurd  to  pretend,  that  if  a 
fadiious  or  deceived  minority  fnould 
decree  the  abrogation  of  the  repub¬ 
lic,  all  the  powers  infiituted  by  the 
conftitution  ought  to  thut  their 
eyes,  and  execute  the  decree. 

“  Frenchmen,  the  event  did  not 
deceive  their  hopes ;  and  this  time 
again,  as  in  the  tennis-court,  Pro¬ 
vidence,  the  preferver  of  know¬ 
ledge,  of  the  virtues,  and  of  liberty, 
protected  the  republic  !  You  know 
the  refult  of  the  memorable  day  of 
the  18th  FruCtidor:  the  conlpira- 
tors  were  arrefted  ;  the  legiflative 
body,  freed  from  oppreflion,  and 
enlightened  on  the  reiterated  ma- 
noeuvres  of  the  guilty,  feeling  their 
own  dignity  and  their  duties  were 
not  wanting  to  the  one,  while  they 
difeharged  the  other  with  courage. 
They  did  not,  and  they  ought  not 
to  place  any  confiderations  whatfo- 
ever,  in  circumftances  fo  imperious, 
in  the  balance  with  the  fafety  of  the 
country  and  the  conftitution  ;  but 
in  ftriking  down  the  confpirators, 
they  did  not  forget  that  they  repre- 
fented  a  fenfible  and  great  nation, 
and  that  they  ought  to  preferve  to 
it  its  character.  Thefe  men,  who 
talked  of  humanity  while  thev  were 
meditatingattafiinations ;  thefe  men, 
who  would  not  have  fpared  the  life 
of  a  tingle  republican,  are  going  to 
lead  their  own  lives  far  from  us 
with  remorfe  and  opprobrium  :  they 
are  tranfported. 

u  Not  a  drop  of  blood,  not  an 
aCt  of  violence  or  diforder,  has 
flamed  this  day.  Thus,  this  great 
and  wife  attitude  of  Frenchmen, 
and  particularly  of  our  brothers  in 
arms,  on  this  terrible  occafion,  in 
completing  their  eulogium,  attefts 
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the  bafenefs  and  infamy  of  thofe 
who,  in  their  criminal  correfpond- 
ence,  and  in  their  audacious  libels, 
have  dared  to  paint  Frenchmen  as 
robbers  and  ruffians.  The  confti¬ 
tution  is  their  fortune  ;  they  have 
fealed  it  with  their  blood ;  they 
will  not  fuffer  it  to  be  attacked  ; 
Frenchmen  have  placed  it  between 
royalty  and  anarchy,  and  they  know 
how  to  keep  it  in  its  place. 

44  Oh  ye  fathers,  mothers,  huf- 
bands,  children  !  whom  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  misfortunes  and  the 
difaflers  of  the  revolution  have  ir¬ 
ritated,  confider  with  affright  what 
a  horrible  revolution  they  have  pre¬ 
pared  for  you  anew  ;  and  may  this 
fentiment  remove  for  ever  from 
your  hearts,  thofe  barbarous  enmi¬ 
ties,  thofe  murderous  oppofitions, 
which  diffolve  a  nation,  and  involve 
it  in  a  deluge  of  calamities  ? 

44  Citizens,  the  mifchief  unmafk- 
ed  will  no  doubt  try  to  calumniate 
us,  and  to  arm  you  one  againft  an¬ 
other.  Thefe  calumnies  we  def- 
pife,  but  we  cannot  defpife  your 
peril.  We  have  told  you  the  truth; 
do  you  examine  the  intereft  of  thofe 
who  lliall  fpeak  to  you  in  other  lan¬ 
guage.  The  legillative  body  con¬ 
jures  you  to  this — repel  fau  from 
you  every  perfidious  infinuation ; 
let  not  England  and  Auftria  tear 
from  you  the  fruits  of  this  la  ft  vic¬ 
tory,  which  clofes  at  length  the  re¬ 
volution.  Let  us  gather  round  the 
conftitution ;  let  us  think  and  feel 
that  its  fpirit  and  its  letter  ought 
never  to  be  feparated. 

44  Oh !  if  after  twenty  years  of 
this  civil  war,  that  they  wifhed  to 
infliCt  upon  us,  and  of  the  frightful 
cataftrophes  that  would  be  its  ne- 
ceflary  confequences,  a  beneficent 
genius  were  to  bring  us  this  confti¬ 
tution  of  the  third  year,  with  what 
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tranfport  ftiould  we  not  receive  it ! 
what  tears  of  gratitude  would  it  not 
make  us  Hied  1  what  neweft  hopes 
would  it  not  revive  in  families  re¬ 
duced  to  defolation  ! — Well,  we 
have  it,  we  poffefs  it,  let  us  learn 
to  preferve  it.  As  to  you,  French¬ 
men,  it  is  to  your  union,  it  is  to 
your  confidence,  that  we  are  to 
look  for  encouragement.  Return¬ 
ing  prefently  to  our  ordinary  la¬ 
bours,  all  our  cares  will  be  to  clofe 
the  wounds  which  our  enemies  are 
driving  to  enlarge.  The  reftora- 
tion  of  the  finances,  of  commerce, 
of  induftry,  of  agriculture;  the  fo- 
lace  of  the  indigent  claffes,  of  the 
hofpitals,  of  the  national  creditor; 
the  debt  of  our  immortal  defenders, 
will  demand  our  firft  regards.  Peace 
alfo,  that  confoling  peace  which  is 
acquired  by  victory,  fhall  fpeedily 
come,  and  we  have  the  folid  hope 
of  it,  to  confolidate  all  our  tri» 
umphs,  and  to  repair  all  our  Ioffes. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  the  enemy 
fhould  be  obftinate,  to  precipitate 
their  own  deftruCtion,  may  the  u- 
nion  of  our  good  citizens,  may  their 
attachment  to  the  conftitution  and 
government  of  the  third  year,  be 
at  once  their  defpair,  and  the  pledge 
of  their  approaching  ruin  ! 

44  Magiftrates,  adminiftrators, 
functionaries,  the  voice  of  your 
country  calls  you  back  to  your 
pofts.  Everywhere  in  a  republic, 
that  man  is  in  the  field  of  honour 
who  conduCts  himfelf  as  a  republi¬ 
can.  Men  of  letters,  you  whom 
the  defpotifm  of  calumny  reduced 
to  filence,  refume  your  priftine  en¬ 
ergy  ;  commence  your  republican 
inftruCtion;  make  the  coward  apo- 
logifts  of  (Every  to  blufh  ;  aid  alfo 
the  legillative  body  and  the  govern¬ 
ment  ;  form  the  manners  of  the 
na.tidn, 

X  3  44  Frenchmen* 
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“  Frenchmen,  unity  of  afition  is 
re-eftablifhed  between  the  two 
great,  powers,  not  that  which  refults 
from  the  dependence  of  one  of 
them,  but  that  which  produces  the 
harmony  of  reciprocal  wills.  We 
have  expofed  to  you  our  conduct 
and  our  principles ;  our  life  is  alto¬ 
gether  devoted  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  republic;  we  will  not  fay 
that  we  are  merely  ready  to  lofe 
our  lives  in  combating  the  factions, 
but  we  (wear  to  you  that  we  will 
overcome  them.” 

The  following  'Proclamations  have  been 
Jiv.kli fhed by  the  Directory.  On  their 

Authenticity  no  great  Reliance  can 
he  placed .  Thus  much ,  however^ 
mufl  he  faid ,  that  the  Pretender  has 
not  thought  fit  to  difavow  them. 

LOUIS  XVIII.  TO  THE  FRENCH. 

'  A  PROFOUND  grief  penetrates 
ourbreaft  every  time  we  fee  French¬ 
men  groaning  in  captivity,  through 
their  attachment  to  the  fafety  of 
France.  But  will  it  fatisfy  your  ty¬ 
rants  to  have  procured  new  victims? 
In  this  confpiracv  which  they  im¬ 
pute  to  them,  in  the  papers  they 
publifh  to  faffidioufly,  will  they  not 
leek  pretexts  to  calumniate  our  in¬ 
tentions?  Is  it  not  to  be  dreaded, 
finally,  that,  either  by  forging  pa¬ 
pers,  or  by  throwing  out  fubtle  in- 
finuations,  they  will  attempt  to 
paint  us  to  you  in  faife  colours  ? 

It  is  our  duty  to  admonifh  you 
agakift  a  perfidy  which  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  what  is  pad  authorizes  us 
to  forefee;  it  is  our  duty  to  ma- 
nifeft  to  yon  the  fentiments  with 
which  our  heart  is  filled.  The  ty¬ 
rants  envelope  themfelves  in  the 
fhades  of  mvficerv;  a  father  dreads 
snot  to  be  ieen  by  his  children. 


Thofe  of  our  faithful  fubjefts  whom 
we  have  appointed  to  inftrueft  you 
as  to  your  true  interefts,  will  retrace 
in  this  paper  the  inftructions  they 
have  received.  Thofe  whom  the 
purity  of  their  zeal  and  the  wifdom 
of  their  principles  will  entitle  to 
our  confidence  in  future,  will  here 
read  aforehand  the  inftructions 
which  will  be  given  to  them.  Fi¬ 
nally,  all  the  French  who,  fharing 
our  love  for  the  country,  with  to 
concur  towards  faving  it,  will  in- 
ftruct  themfelves  in  the  rules  they 
ought  to  follow ;  and  all  France,  ac- 
quainted  with  the  end  to  which 
every  one  fliould  concur  in  concert, 
and  the  means  which  ought  to  be 
employed,  will  form  a  judgment 
for  itfelf  of  the  good  which  it  ought 
to  expefit  from  them. 

We  have  faid  to  our  agents, 
(note,  by  the  Directory,  Dunan, 
Brottier,  and  Lavilluernois)  and  we 
repeat  to  them  inceflantly,  Bring 
back  our  people  to  the  holy  religion 
of  their  forefathers,  and  to  the  pa¬ 
ternal  government  which  fo  long 
conftituted  the  glory  and  happinefs 
of  France.  Explain  to  them  that 
the  conftitution  of  the  ftate  has  been 
calumniated,  becaufe  it  has  been 
miftmderftood.  Inftruff  them  to 
diftinguifli  it  from  the  regime  which 
had  been  too  long  introduced.  Shew 
them  that  it  is  alike  oppofite  to  an¬ 
archy  and  defpotifm,  the  two  fcour- 
ges  which  are  as  odious  to  us  as  they 
are  to  them,  but  which  have  altern¬ 
ately  afttidted  France  fince  (lie  has 
no  longer  -had  a  King.  Confult 
wife  and  enlightened  men  as  to  the 
neiv  degrees  of  perfection,  of  which 
that  conftitution  may  be  fufeepti- 
hle,  and  make  known  to  them  the 
forms  it  has  preferibed  to  effect  its 
own  amelioration.  Affirm  that  we 
have  adopted  the  moft  efficacious 
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jfieafures  to  preferve  it  from  the  in- 
j  uries  of  time,  and  from  the  attacks 
"of  authority  itfelf.  Guarantee 
once  more  the  oblivion  of  errors, 
of  injuries,  and  even  of  crimes. 
Quench  in  every  bread  every  the 
fmalleft*  with  of  private  revenges, 
which  we  are  reiolved  to  reprefs 
with  feverity.  Tran  frail  to  us  the 
public  will  as  to  the  regulations 
which  are  calculated  to  correct  a- 
bufes,  the  reform  of  which  will  be 
the  con  dan  t  objeCt  of  our  folici- 
tude.  Apply  all  your  attention  to 
prevent  the  return  of  that  regime 
of  blood,  which  has  coil  us  fo  ma¬ 
ny  tears,  and  with  which  our  wretch¬ 
ed  fubjeds  are  fail  menaced.  Di¬ 
rect  the  choice  they  are  about  to 
make,  towards  men  of  worth, 
friends  of  order  and  peace,  who  are 
at  the  fame  time  incapable  of  be¬ 
traying  the  dignity  of  the  French 
name,  and  whole  virtues,  intelli¬ 
gence,  and  courage,  may  help  us  to 
reftore  happinefs  to  our  people. 
Promife  rewards  proportioned  to 
their  fervices,  to  the  military  of 
every  rank,  and  to  the  members  of 
the  adminiftrations  who  fhall  co¬ 
operate  towards  the  re-eftablilh- 
ment  of  religion,  laws,  and  the 
legitimate  authority.— But,  in  the 
re-eftablifhment  of  them,  avoid  the 
employment  of  the  atrocious  means 
which  were  practifed  to  overthrow 
them.  Expect  from  the  public  o- 
pinion  a  fuccefs  which  it  alone  can 
render  felid  and  durable;  or,  if  it 
fhould  be  neceiTary  to  have  recourfe 
to  force  of  arms ,  do  not  at  lead 
employ  this  cruel  force  until  the 
lad  extremity,  and  to  give  it  a  juft 
and  neceiTary  fupport. 

Frenchmen  !  all  the  documents 
von  may  meet  with  in  conformity 
to  thefe  fentimenis,  we  fhall  glory 
in  avowing.  If  any  thou  Id  be  pre- 


fented  to.  you  in  which  you  fhould 
not  recognize  thefe  characters,  re¬ 
ject  them  as  the  production  of  liarsj 
they  are  not  in  conformity  with  our 
heart. 

Given  on  the  I Oth  of  March, 
of  the  year  of  grace  179.7, 
and  of  our  reign  the  fecond. 

(Signed)  Louis. 

This  was  to  have  been  [iublijhed  previous 
to  the  Entry  of  the  Pretender  into  Ear  is. 

LOUIS  THE  XVIII.  TO  ALL 
FRENCHMEN. 

PROVIDENCE  has  permitted 
for  the  in  ft  ruction  of  Kings,  and 
for  the  punifhment  of  nations,  that 
the  monarchy  of  France  fhould  be 
overturned  by  a  handful  of  factious 
men,  whofe  conduct  has  been  Rain¬ 
ed  by  every  fpecies  of  guilt. 

The  clergy,  the  nobility,  and 
all  the  perfonages  of  the  higheft 
diitinCtion  and  probity,  have  been 
either  perfecuted,  exiled,  or  mafia - 
cred. —  Our  auguft  Brother,  and  a 
part  of  his  family,  have  been  the 
victims  of  this  cruel  tyranny. 

Frenchmen,  your  hearts  are  nova 
opened  and  foftened.  They  are 
returned  to  thefe  fentimenis  of 
love  for  their  King;  which  have 
ever  diflineuiflied  them  beyond  alb 
other  nations;  they  have  recoghi- 
zed  our  f acred  right  to  govern  them  : 
they  have  recognized  us,  in  the 
perfuafion  that  we  fhall  not  differ 
the  diadem  on  our  brow  to.  be  difr 
honoured. 

Yes !— we  take,  the  Mod  High 
to  witnefs,  that  we  fhall  forget  tire 
faults  of  our  f objects  who  have 
been  milled  by  the  feditious.  Far 
from  marking-  our  acceilion  to  the 
throne  by  any  terrible  difplay  of 
vengeance,  I  fhall  diew  myfelf  like 
a  tender  father,  who  pardons  the 
X  4  errors 
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errors  and  wanderings  of  his  chil¬ 
dren.  We  fhall  pardon  with  as 
much  pleafure  as  our  tyrants  have 
found  in  facrifieing.  The  jultice 
of  God  does  not  referable  that  of 
men ;  he  alone  can  read  our  hearts, 
and  punifh  their  hardnefs. 

(Signed)  Louis. 


Treaty  of  Peace  concluded  between  tie 
Pope  and  the  French  Republic . 

Art.  I.  ^‘|  '''HERE  fhall  be  peace, 
friendfhip,  and  good 
underftanding  between  the  French 
Republic  and  Pope  Pius  the  Sixth. 

II.  The  Pope  revokes  all  adhe- 
fion,  afliftance,  and  concellion,  open 
or  fecret,  given  by  him  to  the  coa¬ 
lition  armed  againft  the  French  Re¬ 
public  ;  and  to  every  treaty  of  alli¬ 
ance,  offenfive  and  defenfive,  with 
whatever  power  it  may  be.  He 
engages  himfelf  not  to  furnifh,  ei¬ 
ther  for  the  prefect  or  any  future 
war,  to  any  power  armed  again!! 
the  French  Republic,  any  fuccours 
in  men,  flrips,  arms,  warlike  ftores, 
provifions,  or  money,  under  any 
title  or  denomination  whatever. 

III.  His  Holinefs  fhall  difband, 
within  five  days  after  the  ratification 
of  the  prefect  treaty,  the  troops  of 
the  new  formation,  retaining  only 
the  regiments  exifting  before  the 
treaty  of  armiftice  figned  at  Bo¬ 
logna. 

IV.  The  fhips  of  war  or  corfairs 
of  the  powers  armed  againft  the 
French  Republic,  fliall  not  enter, 
or  at  lead  fhall  not  make  any  day 
during  the  prefent  war,  in  the  ports 
or  roads  of  the  eccleflaftical  dates. 

V.  The  French  Republic  fliall 
continue  to  enjoy,  as  before  the 
war,  all  the  rights  and  prerogatives 
which  France  had  at  Rome,  and 


fhall  be  treated  in  every  refpeft  as 
the  mod  refpe&able  powers,  and 
particularly  fo  as  to  what  relates  to 
its  ambaflador  or  minider,  its  con- 
fuls  or  vice-confuls. 

VI.  The  Pope  fhall  renounce  ab- 
folutely  and  entirely  all  the  rights 
which  he  may  pretend  to  have  in 
the  cities  and  territories  of  Avig¬ 
non,  the  Comtat  Venaiflin,  and  its 
dependencies ;  and  fliall  transfer, 
give  up,  and  abandon  the  faid  rights 
to  the  French  Republic. 

VII.  The  Pope  in  like  manner 
renounces  for  ever,  and  gives  up 
and  transfers  to  the  French  Repub¬ 
lic,  all  his  right  to  the  territories 
known  by  the  title  of  the  Legation 
of  Bologna,  Ferrara,  and  Romagna  ; 
and  no  attack  fhall  be  made  on  the 
Catholic  religion  in  that  quarter. 

VIII.  The  citadel  and  villages 
forming  the  territory  of  the  city  of 
Ancona,  fliall  remain  in  the  hands 
of  the  Republic  till  a  peace  with 
the  continent  fliall  be  concluded. 

IX.  The  Pope  engages,  for  him¬ 
felf  and  his  fucceflors,  not  to  trans¬ 
fer  to  any  one  the  titles  of  Seignio¬ 
ries  attached  to  the  territory  by  him 
ceded  to  the  French  Republic. 

X.  His  Holinefs  engages  to  pay 
and  deliver,  at  Foligno,  to  the  trea- 
furer  of  the  French  army,  before 
the  5th  of  March,  1797,  the  fum  of 
15,000,000  of  French  livres  Tour- 
nois,  of  which  ]  0,000,000  fliall  be 
in  Ipecie,  and  5,000,000  in  diamonds 
and  other  valuable  effects ;  befides 
the  fum  of  1,600,000  remaining  due 
according  to  the  9th  article  of  the 
armiftice  figned  at  Bologna  on  the 
5th  Meflidor,  in  the  fourth  year  of 
of  the  Republic,  and  ratified  by  his- 
Flolinefs  on  the  27  th  of  June. 

XL  In  order  to  fettle  finally  what 
fliall  remain  to  be  paid,  in  order  to 
the  complete  execution  of  the  armi¬ 
ftice 
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Rice  figned  at  Bologna,  his  Holinefs 
ihall  provide  the  army  with  800  ca¬ 
valry  horfes  accoutred,  and  800 
draught-horfes,  bulls,  and  buffaloes, 
and  other  objects  produced  from 
the  territory  of  the  church. 

XII.  Befides  the  fum  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  articles,  the  Pope 
fhall  pay  to  the  French  Republic, 
in  fpecie,  diamonds,  and  other  va¬ 
luables,  the  fum  of  15,000,000  of 
French  livres  Tournois,  of  which 
10,000,000  livres  Ihall  be  paid  in 
the  courfe'  of  March,  and  five  in 
the  courfe  of  April  next. 

XIII.  The  8th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  armiffice  figned  at  Bo¬ 
logna,  concerning  the  manufcripts 
and  objects  of  art,  Ihall  be  carried 
into  complete  execution  as  fpeedily 
as  polfible. 

XIV.  The  French  army  Ihall 
evacuate  Umbria,  Perugia,  and  Ca- 
merino,  as  foon  as  the  10th  article 
of  the  prefent  treaty  Ihall  be  exe¬ 
cuted  and  accomplifned. 

XV.  The  French  army  Ihall  eva¬ 
cuate  the  province  of  Maeerata,  ex¬ 
cepting  Ancona  and  Fano,  and  their 
territories,  as  foon  as  the  firfi  five 
millions  of  the  fum  mentioned  in 
the  12th  article  of  the  prefent  trea¬ 
ty  Ihall  have  been  paid  and  deliver¬ 
ed. 

XVI.  The  French  fhall  evacuate 
the  territory  of  the  city  of  Fano, 
and  the  duchy  of  Urbino,  as  foon 
as  the  fecond  five  millions  of  the 
fum  mentioned  in  the  12th  article 
of  the  prefent  treaty  Ihall  have  been 
delivered,  and  the  3d,  10th,  11th, 
and  12th  Ihall  have  been  executed. 
The  lafi  five  millions,  making  up 
the  whole  of  the  fum  Populated  to 
be  paid  by  the  11th  article,  Ihall  be 
paid  at  fartheft  in  the  courfe  of 
>4ptil  next, 
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XVII.  The  French  Republic 
cedes  to  the  Pope  all  its  right  to 
the  different  religious  foundations 
in  the  city  of  Rome,  and  at  Loret- 
to ;  and  the  Pope  cedes  entirely  to 
the  French  Republic  all  the  allodial 
property  belonging  to  the  holy  fee 
in  the  three  provinces  of  Bologna, 
Ferrara,  and  Romagna,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  eftate  of  Mefcla,  and  its 
dependencies ;  the  Pope  referving 
to  himfelf,  however,  in  cafe  they 
Ihall  be  fold,  a  third  of  the  films 
arifing  from  fuch  fale,  which  Ihall 
be  remitted  as  part  of  his  contribu¬ 
tion. 

XVIII.  His  Holinefs  fhall  difa- 
vow,  by  his  minifter  at  Paris,  the 
afiaffination  of  the  Secretary  of  Le¬ 
gation,  Bafleviile ;  and,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  year,  the  fum  of  300,000  li¬ 
vres  Ihall  be  paid  to  and  divided 
among  thofe  who  have  fuffered  by 
this  event. 

XIX.  His  Holinefs  Ihall  fet  at 

liberty  all  perfons  in  confinement 
on  account  of  their  political  opi¬ 
nions.  .  ' 

XX.  The  Commander  in  Chief 
Ihall  permit  all  the  prifoners  of  war 
from  the  troops  of  his  Holinefs  to 
return  home,  as  foon  as  he  fhall  have 
received  the  full  ratification  of  this 
treaty. 

XXI.  Until  a  commercial  treaty 
Ihall  be  concluded  between  the 
French  Republic  and  the  Pope,  the 
commerce  of  the  Republic  Ihall  be 
re-eftablilhed,  and  treated  by  the 
Rates  of  his  Holinefs  on  the  fame 
footing  as  the  nation  mofi  favoured 
in  its  commerce. 

XXII. .  Conformable  to  the  6th 
article  of  the  treaty  concluded  at 
the  Hague  in  April,  in  the  third 
year,  the  peace  concluded  by  the 
prefent  treaty  between  the  French 

Republic 
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Republic  and  his  Holinefs,  is  de¬ 
clared  to  extend  to  the  Batavian 
Republic. 

XXIII.  The  po.fr  of  France  fhall 
be  re-efiablifhed  at  Rome,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  exifted  before. 

XXIV.  The  fchool  of  arts,  infii- 
iuted  at  Rome  for  all  the  French, 
ilial  1  be  re-eftabliihed,  and  ihall 
continue  to  be  conducted  as  before 
the  war.  The  palace  belonging 
to  the  Republic,  where  this  fchool 
is  held,  Ihall  be  refiored  without 
wafie. 

XXV.  All  the  articles,  claufes, 
and  conditions  of  the  prefent  treaty 
■fhall  be,  without  exception,  obliga¬ 
tory  for  ever,  as  well  on  his  Holi- 
nels  as  on  his  fuccefiors. 

XXVI.  The  prefent  treaty  fhall 
be  ratified  with  the  ihortefi  pofiible 
delay. 

Made  and  figned  at  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  Tolentino,  by 
the  laid  Plenipotentiaries, 
February  19  th,  1797. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte. 

Cagault. 

Jo  Cardinals  Maltei ,  L.  Galejijii , 

L.  Duca ,  Brafchi ,  Onejli ,  and 
Qamdlo ,  Marquis  of  Mafia* 

Convention Jiijiulaied  at  Monte  Bello  upon 
the  5th  and  6ih  of  June,  1797,  hctzveen 
Citizen  Buonaparte,  General  in  Chief 
of  the  French  Army  of  Italy,  Citizen 
Fay  poult,  Minifter  of  the  French  Re~ 
puhlic  at  Genoa,  and  his  Excellency 

M.  Michael  Angelo  Cmnhroja,  Louis 
Car  boner  a  and  Gerolino,  Deputies  of 
the  Republic  of  Genoa. 

THE  French  Republic  and  the 
Republic  of  Genoa  being  defirous 
to  confolidate  the  union  and  har¬ 
mony  which  have  always  exifted 
between  the  French  Republic  and 


the  Republic  of  Genoa  ;  thinking 
likewife  that  the  happinefs  of  the 
Genoefe  nation  requires  that  it 
Ihould  regain  poffeflion  of  the  de- 
pofit  of  its  fovereignty ;  the  two 
Rates  have  agreed  upon  the  follow¬ 
ing  articles  : 

I.  The  government  of  the  Re¬ 
public  of  Genoa  acknowledges  the 
fovereignty  to  reiide  in  the  aggre¬ 
gate  of  all  the  citizens  of  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  the  Rate. 

II.  The  legiflative  power  Rial! 
be  entrufte.d  to  two  reprefen tative 
councils :  the  one  compofed  of 
three  hundred,  and  the  other  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  members. 
The  executive  power  Ihall  be  dele¬ 
gated  to  a  fenate  of  ten  members, 
over  which  a  dege  fhall  prefide: 
the  feriators  Ihall  be  in  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  the  councils. 

III.  Every  commune  Ihall  have  a 
municipality,  and  every  diRrid  an 
adminifiration. 

IV.  The  mode  of  election  of  all 
the  authorities,  the  limits  of  the  dif- 
tri<Rs,  the  portion  of  authority  en- 
truRed  to  all  the  different  bodies, 
the  organization  of  the  judicial 
power  and  the  military  force,  Ihall 
be  determined  by  a  committee  of 
legiflation,  charged  with  the  talk  of 
framing  the  conRitution,  and  all  the 
organ ical  laws  of  the  government, 
with  the  referve  of  doing  nothing 

,  contrary  to  the  Catholic  religion, 
to  guarantee  the  confolidated  debts, 
to  preferve  the  free  port  of  the  city 
of  Genoa  and  the  bank  of  St.  George, 
and  to  take  meafures,  as  far  as  means 
Ihall  permit,  to  provide  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  poor  nobles  who  at  pre¬ 
lent  exiR.  This  committee  Rial!  be 
obliged  to  complete  its  work  in  the 
fp.ace  of  one  month,  reckoning  from 
the  day  of  its  formation. 

V.  The  people  finding  them- 

felves 
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felves  reftored  to  the  enjoyment  cf 
their  rights,  every  kind  of  privilege 
and  exclusive  establishment  which 
breaks  the  unity  of  the  date  is  ne- 
cefTarily  annulled. 

VI.  "The  provisional  government 
fliall  be  entrusted  to  an  executive 
committee,"  who  fnall  he  compofed 
of  twenty-two  members,  over  which 
the  reigning  doge  fliall  pr elide,  and 
which  Shall’ be  inib.lled  upon  the 
14th  of  the  prefent  month  of  June, 
26th  Prairial,  the  5  th  year  of  the 
French  Republic. 

VII.  The  citizens  who  fliall  be 
called  upon  to  ccmpofe  the  provi- 
fional  government  of  the  Genoefe 
Republic,  are  not  at  liberty  to  re- 
fufe  the  office  without  being  regard¬ 
ed  as  indifferent  to  the  welfare  of 
the  country,  and  condemned  to  a 
fine  of  two  thoufand  crowns. 

VIII.  When  the  provisional  go¬ 
vernment  fliall  be  formed,  it  fliall 
determine  the  neceffiary  regulations 
for  the  forms  of  its  deliberations ; 
it  fliall  appoint,  within  a  week  af¬ 
ter  its  installation,  the  committee 
of  legislation,  empowered  to  frame 
the  conftitution. 

IX.  The  provisional  government 
fliall  fix  the  juft  indemnification  due 
to  the  French  who  were  pillaged 
upon  the  3d  and  4th  Prairial. 

X.  The  French  Republic,  deft- 
rous  of  giving  a  proof  of  the  inte- 
reft  which  it  takes  in  the  happinefs 
of  the  Genoefe  people  ;  defirous  of 
feeing  them  united,  and  free  from 
faff  ions,  grants  an  amnefty  to  all 
the  Genoefe  againfl  whom  it  has 
grounds  of  complaint,  either  on 
account  of  the  tranfafiions  of  the 
3d  and  4th  Prairial,  or  on  account 
of  the  different  events  which  took 
place  in  the  imperial  fiefs.  The 
provisional  government  fliall  em¬ 
ploy  its  utmoSi  endeavours  to  ex.- 
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tinguifli  all  factions,  to  unite  all  the 
citizens,  and  to  convince  them  of 
the  neceffity  of  rallying  round  pub¬ 
lic  liberty,  and  fliall  therefore  grant 
a  general  amnefty. 

XL  The  French  Republic  fliall 
grant  its  protection  to  the  Genoefe 
Republic,  and  even  the  amxtance  of 
its  armies  to  facilitate,  if  neceffiary, 
the  execution  of  the  above  articles^ 
and  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  ths 
territory  of  the  Genoefe  Republic. 

Treaty  of  Peace  and  Friencjkiji  between 
the  French  Re /while  and  Her  MoJ, ? 
Faithful  Majfy  the  Queen  of  Portu¬ 
gal  ; 

THE  French  Republic  and  Her 
Moil  Faithful  Majefty  the  Queen, 
of  Portugal,  defirous  of  re-eftablifh- 
ing  the  bonds  of  commerce  and 
friendship  which  exifted  between, 
the  two  powers  before  the  prefent 
war,  have  given  full  powers  to  enter 
into  negotiations  for  that  pur  pole, 
viz.  the  Executive  Directory,  in  the 
name  of  the  French  Republic,  to 
citizen  Charles  Delacroix  ;  and  Her 
Very  Faithful  Majefty  to  M.Ie  Che¬ 
valier  d’Aranjo  Dazevedo,  of  her 
faid  Majefty ’s  council,  Gentleman 
of  her  Houfehold,  Knight  of  She 
Order  of  Chrift,  and  her  Envoy  Ex¬ 
traordinary  and  Minister  Plenipo¬ 
tentiary  to  the  Batavian  Republic ; 
who,  after  having  exchanged  their 
refpefitive  powders,  have  concluded 
the  prefent  treaty  of  peace. 

Article  I.  There  fliall  be  peace, 
friendship,  and  good  understanding 
between  the  French  Republic  and 
Her  Moft  Faithful  Majefty  the 
Queen  of  Portugal. 

II.  All  hostilities  Shall  ceafe,  as 
well  by  land  as  by  fea,  reckoning 
from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifiea- 
tions  of  the  prefent  treaty,  viz.  in 

fifteen 
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fifteen  days  for  Europe,  and  the 
leas  on  her  coafts,  and  thofe  of 
.Africa  on  this  fide  the  equator: 
forty  days  after  the  faid  exchange 
for  the  countries  and  feas  of  Ame¬ 
rica  and  Africa  beyond  the  equator, 
and  three  months  after  for  the  coun¬ 
tries  and  feas  fituated  to  the  eaft- 
■vv&rd  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

III.  The  ports,  towns,  places,  or 
any  other  territorial  pofteflions  of 
either  of  the  two  powers,  in  what¬ 
ever  part  of  the  world,  which  are 
occupied  or  conquered  by  the  troops 
of  the  other,  lhall  be  reciprocally 
reftored  within  the  periods  above-¬ 
mentioned,  without  either  compen- 
fation  or  indemnity  being  required. 

.IV.  Her  Aloft  Faithful  Majeftv 
engages  to  obferve  the  moft  exad 
neutrality  between  the  Republic  and 
the  other  belligerent  powers.  A 
limilar  neutrality  fhall  be  obferved 
by  the  French  Republic,  in  cafe  of 
a  rupture  between  Portugal  and  any 
other  European  power.  In  confe- 
quence,  neither  of  the  two  contract¬ 
ing  parties,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  war,  fhall  furnifh  to  the 
enemies  of  the  other,  in  virtue  of 
any  treaty  or  ftipulation  whatever 
(public  or  fecret)  any  fuccours  in 
troops,  fhips,  arms,  warlike  ammu¬ 
nition,  provifions,  or  money,  under 
whatever  title  or  denomination.. 

V.  Her  Aloft  Faithful  Aiajeftv 
fhall  not  admit  into  her  great  ports 
more  than  fix  armed  fhips  of  war 
belonging  to  any  one  of  the  belli¬ 
gerent  powers,  nor  more  than  three 
into  her  fmaller  ports.  The  prizes 
made  by  their  fir ips  of  war  or  re- 
fpecftive  cruifers  fhall  no  more  be 
received  into  her  Alajefty ’s  ports 
than  the  cruifers  themfelves,  unlefs 
it  be  in  cafes  of  tempeft  or  immi¬ 
nent  peril,  and  then  they  fhall  de¬ 
part  as  foon  as  the  peril  is  paft.  All 
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fale  of  merchandife  or  captured  vef- 
fels  fhall  be  feverely  prohibited. 
The  French  Republic  fhall  obferve 
the  fame  regulations  with  refpeCt 
to  fhips  of  war,  cruifers,  or  prizes 
belonging  to  the  European  powers 
with  which  Her  Moft  Faithful  Ma- 
jefty  may  enter  into  war. 

VI.  Her  Moft  Faithful  Alajefty 
acknowledges,  by  the  prefent  trea¬ 
ty,  that  all  the  territories  fituated  to 
the  north  of  the  limits  hereinafter 
mentioned,  between  the  pofteflions 
of  the  two  contracting  powers,  be¬ 
long  in  full  property  and  fove- 
reignty  to  the  French  Republic : 
renouncing,  as  far  as  need  be,  as 
well  for  herfelf  as  her  fucceflors,  all 
the  rights  to  which  fhe  might  pre¬ 
tend  upon  the  faid  territories,  under 
whatever  title,  and  particularly  in 
virtue  of  the  eighth  article  of  the 
treaty  concluded  at  Utrecht,  the  11th 
of  April,  1713.  The  French  Re¬ 
public  reciprocally  acknowledges 
that  all  the  territories  fituated  to 
the  fouth  of  the  faid  line,  belong  to 
Her  Moft  Faithful  Alajefty,  in  con¬ 
formity  to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

VII.  The  limits  between  the  two 
French  and  Portuguefe  Guy  anas 
fhall  be  determined  by  the  river 
called  bv  the  Portuguefe  Calmeme, 
and  by  the  French  Vincent  Pinfon, 
which  flows  into  the  ocean  above 
the  North  Cape,  about  two  degrees 
and  a  half  fouthern  latitude.  They 
fhall  follow  the  faid  river  to  its 
fource,  and  afterwards  a  right- line 
drawn  from  the  faid  fource  towards 
the  weft,  as  far  as  Rio  Bianco. 

VIII.  The  mouth,  as  well  as  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  faid  river  Cal¬ 
meme  or  Vincent  Pinfon,  belong 
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in  full  and  entire  fovereigntv  to  the 
French  Republic,  without,  howev¬ 
er,  the  fubjecfts  of  Her  Aloft  Faith¬ 
ful  Alajefty,  eftablifhedin  the  envi¬ 
rons 


STATE  PAPERS. 


333 


tons  to  the  fouth  of  the  faid  river, 
being  prevented  from  uftng  it  free¬ 
ly,  and  without  being  fubjecft  to  the 
duties  of  entrance,  courfe,  and  wa¬ 
ter-duty. 

IX.  The  fubjefls  of  Her  Moft 
Faithful  Majefty  who  are  fettled  to 
the  north  of  the  frontier  line  above 
marked,  {hall  be  free  to  remain  there, 
obeying  the  laws  of  the  Republic, 
or  to  withdraw  udth  their  effedts, 
or  to  fell  the  lands  belonging  to 
them.  The  faculty  of  retiring  and 
felling  their  moveable  or  immove¬ 
able  effedls,  is  reciprocally  referved 
to  the  French  who  may  be  fettled 
to  the  fouth  of  the  faid  frontier  line. 
The  exercile  of  the  faid  faculty  is 
limited  to  one,  and  the  other  to 
two  years,  reckoning  from  the  ex¬ 
change  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
French  treaty. 

X.  There  {hall  be  negotiated  and 
concluded  as  foon  as  poftible  be¬ 
tween  the  two  powers,  a  treaty  of 
commerce  founded  upon  equitable 
batis,  and  reciprocally  advantage¬ 
ous.  Until  it  is  concluded,  it  is 
agreed, 

1ft.  That  the  commercial  relations 
fhall  be  re-eftablilhed  immediately 
after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica¬ 
tion,  and  that  the  citizens  or  fub- 
jedts  of  each  of  the  two  powers  fhall 
enjoy  in  the  territories  of  the  other 
all  the  rights,  immunities,  and  pre¬ 
rogatives  enjoyed  by  the  moft  fa¬ 
voured  nations. 

2d.  That  the  proviftons  and  mer- 
chandifes,  the  produce  of  their  foil 
or  their  manufactures,  fhall  be  re- 
fpedtively  admitted,  if  the  provi¬ 
ftons  and  merchandife  of  the  fame 
kind  of  other  nations  are,  or  lhall 
afterwards  be  admitted ;  and  that 
the  faid  proviftons  and  merchan- 
difes  fhall  not  be  fubject  to  any  pro¬ 
hibition  which  fhall  not  equally  fall 
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on  other  proviftons  and  merchan- 
difes  of  the  fame  kind  imported  by 
other  nation's. 

3d.  That  neverthelefs  the  French 
Republic  not  being  able  to  offer  to 
Portugal  but  a  price  extremely  low 
for  its  wines,  and  being  unable  to 
compenfate  by  the  introduction  of 
French  cloths  into  that  kingdom, 
things  fhall  reciprocally  remain, 
with  refpedt  to  thofe  two  articles, 
in  their  prefent  ftate. 

4th.  That  the  duties  of  cuftom 
and  others  upon  proviftons  and 
merchandife  of  the  foil  and  manu- 
fadtures  of  the  two  powders,  lhall  be 
reciprocally  regulated  upon  the  fame 
footing  as  with  regard  to  other  moft 
favoured  nations. 

5th.  That  out  of  the  duties  thus 
regulated,  there  fhall  be  allowed  a 
drawback  in  favour  of  merchandifes 
the  produce  of  the  foil  or  manufac¬ 
tures  of  the  ftates  of  each  of  the 
two  powers,  provided  they  are  im¬ 
ported  in  national  veffels  on  account 
of  the  merchants  to  whom  they  be¬ 
long,  and  fent  in  right  of  the  ports 
of  Europe,  on  the  one  hand,  to  the 
ports  of  Europe  on  the  other.  The 
amount  of  thefe  drawbacks,  as  well 
as  the  kinds  of  merchandifes  to 
which  they  fhall  apply,  to  be  regu¬ 
lated  by  the  treaty  of  commerce  to 
be  concluded  between  the  two 
powers, 

6th.  That  further,  all  the  ftipula- 
tions  relative  to  commerce  inferted 
in  preceding  treaties  concluded  be¬ 
tween  the  two  powers  fhall  be  pro- 
viftonally  executed,  wherein  they 
are  not  contrary  to  the  prefent 
treaty. 

XI.  Her  Moft  Faithful  Majefty 
fhall  admit  into  her  ports  the  French 
fhips  of  war  and  merchantmen,  un¬ 
der  the  fame  conditions  as  the  fhips 
of  the  moft  favoured  nations  are  ad¬ 
mitted. 
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mitied.  The  Portuguefe  veffels 
fhall  enjoy  in  France  the  rnoft  exaCt 
^reciprocity. 

XII.  The  French  confuls  and 
vice-confuls  ihall  enjoy  privileges, 
immunities,  prerogatives,  andjurif- 
diCtions,  as  they  enjoyed  them  be¬ 
fore  the  war,  and  as  they  are  enjoy¬ 
ed  by  the  mod:  favoured  nations. 

XIII.  The  ambaflador  or  minif- 
ter  of  the  French  Republic  at  the 
court  of  Portugal,  Ihall  enjoy  the 
fame  immunities,  prerogatives,  and 
privileges  as  French  amballadors 
enjoyed  previous  to  the  war. 

XIV.  All  the  French  citizens,  as 
well  as  the  individuals  comnofmcr 
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the  eftabhihment  of  the  ambaftador 
or  minifter  of  the  councils,  and 
other  agents  accredited  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  the  French  Repub¬ 
lic,  Ihall  enjoy  in  the  Rates  of  Her 
Moft  Faithful  Majefty  the  fame  li¬ 
berty  of  worlhip  as  is  enjoyed  by 
the  moil  favoured  nations  in  this 
refpeCt. 

The  prefent,  and  twro  preceding 
articles,  Ill  all  be  reciprocally  obferv- 
ed  by  the  French  Republic  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  amballadors,  mimftersr 
confuls,  and  other  agents  of  Her 
Mod:  Faithful  Majefty. 

XV.  All  the  prifoners  made  on 
both  tides,  including  marines  and 
bailors,  Ihall  be  given  up  in  a  month, 
reckoning  from  the  exchange  of  the 
ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty,  on 
payment  of  the  debts  they  fliall  have 
Contracted  during  their  captivity. 
The  lick  and  wounded  Ihall  conti¬ 
nue  to  be  taken  care  of  in  the  re- 
fpeCtive  hofpitals :  they  fliall  be 
given  up  immediately  after  they 
are  cured. 
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X  VI.  The  peace  and.  good  friend  - 
Iliip  re-eftabiifhed  by  the  prefent 
treaty  between  the  French  Repub¬ 
lic  and  Her  Moft  Faithful  Majefty, 
are  declared  to  extend  in  common 
to  the  Batavian  Republic. 

XVII.  The  prefent  treaty  Ihall 
be  ratified,  and  the  ratification  ex¬ 
changed  in  two  months,  reckoning 
from  this  day. 

Done,  performed,  concluded, 
figned,  and  confirmed,  to  wit, 
by  me  Charles  Delacroix,  by 
the  feal  for  foreign  affairs,  and 
by  me  the  Chevalier  d’Aran- 
jo,  by  the  feal  of  my  arms,  at 
Paris,  the  23d  Therm  id  or, 
fifth  year  of  the  French  Re- 
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public,  anfwering  to  the  10th 
of  Aisguft,  old  ftvle. 

(Signed) 

Charles  Delacroix. 

Ant.D’Aranjo  Dazevedo.- 

The  Executive  Directory  agrees  to 

J  o 

ftgn  this  prefent  treaty  between  Her 
Moft  Faithful  Majefty  the  Queen 
of  Portugal,  negotiated  in  the  name 
of  the  Republic  by  citizen  Charles 
Delacroix,  Minifter  Plenipotentia¬ 
ry,  invefted  with  powers  to  that  ef- 
feCt  by  a  decree  of  the  30th  laft 
Meffidor,  and  charged  by  his  in¬ 
itial  Ctions. 

Done  at  the  national  palace  of 
the  Executive  Directory,  the 
'24-tli  Thermidor,  5th  year 
of  the  Republic,  one  and  in¬ 
divisible.  For  the  fake  of 
expedition, 

(Signed)  Revellier  e  Lepaux, 

President. 

By  the  Executive  Directory, 

Lagarde,  Sec.  Gen.* 
Convention 


**  The  Executive  Directory,  however,  by  a  decree  of  the  26th  OCtober,  declar¬ 
ed  this  treaty  null  and  void.— The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  decree  ; 
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Convent io?i  concluded  between  General 
Buonaparte  and  the  Marquis  of  Men - 
fredini ,  on  Behalf  of  the  Grand  Duke 
ef  Tuf Carey. 

lfr.  THE  Grand  Duke  fhall  pay 
SD0,000  livres,  as  an  indemnity  for 
the  expences  of  the  French  garri- 
fon  at  Leghorn. 

2d.  General  Buonaparte  promifes 
to  withdraw- that  garrifon,  confift- 
ing  of  1600  men,  and  on  whofe  de¬ 
parture  the  Grand  Duke  will  pay 
1,200,000  livres  more  to  the  French 
Republic. 

Declaration  of  the  General  Adminifiraticn 
of  Lombardy. 

WHEREAS,  notwithftanding  the 
declaration  of  neutrality  of  the  Hel¬ 
vetic  Republic,  the  inhabitants  of 
khe  bailiwicks  of  Lugano  and  Be- 
^inzona  have  openly  favoured  the 
defertion  of  the  Auftrian  prifoners  ; 
whereas  money,  boats,  and  clothes 
are  procured,  and  roads  pointed  out 
to  them  to  join  their  armies  ;  where¬ 
as  the  magiftrates  permit  Auftrian 
and  Englilh  emiiTaries  to  refide  in 
thofe  bailiwicks,  from  whence  they 
endeavour  to  difturb  the  internal 
tranquillity  of  Lombardy ;  whereas 
the  principal  magiftrate  at  Lugano 
has  dared  to  compel  by  force  home 
Lombards  who  reiided  in  that  town 
to  lay  alide  the  cockade  of  the  firft 


power  in  Europe,  which  is  th<» 
French  Republic  :  in  fine,  whereas 
thefe  infringements  of  the  neutral- 
ity  difpla.y  a  tendency  hoftile  to  the 
French  Republic,  and  contrary  to 
the  good  underftanding  which  ought 
to  fubfift  with  Lombardy,  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Adminiftration  refolves  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

lit.  All  the  inhabitants  of  the 
bailiwicks  of  Belinzona  and  Luga¬ 
no,  who  fhall  appear  on  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  Lombardy  unprovided  with 
paftports  of  the  Lombard  conflitut- 
ed  authorities,  fhall  immediately  be 
arretted  as  fufpe&ed  perfons,  con¬ 
ducted  beyond  the  frontiers,  and, 
fhould  they  return  again,  be  treated 
as  fpies  of  the  hoftile  powers,  and 
judged  by  martial  law. 

2d.  All  the  Swifs  barges,  on 
board  of  which  Auftrian  deferters 
fhall  be  found,  are  to  be  confifcafed, 
and  their  matters  judged  by  milita¬ 
ry  law  as  perfons  recruiting  for  the 
enemy. 

3.  As  long  as  the  agents  of  Auf- 
tria,  efpecially  one  Andreazzi,  call¬ 
ing  himfelf  an  imperial  commifiion- 
er,  fliall  not  be  banifhed  from  thofe 
countries,  the  importation  of  corn 
from  Lombardy  fliall  be  prohibited. 

Rati/bon ,  February  1 9  th,  1797. 

THE  impending  new  campaign 
has  been  officially  announced  to  the 

diet 


“  The  Executive  Directory,  confidering  that  the  Queen  of  Portugal,  inftead  of 
fending  a  pure  and  fimple  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  with  the 
Executive  Directory,  in  the  name  of  the  French  Republic,  on  the  23d  Therroidor, 
5th  year,  within  the  two  months  allowed  by  that  treaty,  has  put  her  principal  ftrong 
places  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  army,  decrees  as  follows: 

“  The  treaty  between  the  French  Republic  and  the  Queen  of  Portugal, conclud¬ 
ed  on  the  23d  Thermidor,  5 th  year,  and  not  ratified  on  the  part  of  her  laid  MajeB 
ty,  is  declared  to  be  of  no  effeCt. 

“  The  minifler  for  foreign  affairs  is  charged  to  notify  to  M.  Aranjo  Dazevedo, 
Minifler  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Queen  of  Portugal,  to  quit  the  territory  of  the  Re¬ 
public  without  delay. 

(Signed)  “  La  Revelliere  Lepavx,  Prefidentr''  ' 
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diet  of  the  empire.  The  declara¬ 
tion  made  on  the  1 4  th  inftant,  on 
the  part  of  the  Emperor,  to  the 
three  colleges  of  the  empire,  con¬ 
tains,  amongil  others,  the  following 
paffage  : 

The  hates  mn ft  have  acquired  the 
moft  perfect  conviction  from  many 
events,  efpecially  from  the  hoftile 
fentiments  expreffed  by  the  enemy 
againft  the  integrity  of  the  empire, 
that  it  is  become  unavoidably  ne- 
ceflary  to  make  greater  efforts,  and 
to  iofe  no  time  in  (training  every 
nerve  to  fupport  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  in  the  generous  patriotic  re- 
folution  of  employing  all  his  forces 
for  the  welfare  of  the  Germanic 
empire,  and  the  prefervation  of  its 
conftitution,  with  all  poflible  vigour, 
and  with  farther  facrifices  of  his  re- 
fources. 

The  Emperor  then  demands  of 
all  thofe  (tales  who  wifti  for  the 
farther  protection  of  the  imperial 
arms,  the  fpeedv  furniihing  of  their 
quintuple  contingent  of  troops,  who 
are  to  join  the  army  of  the  empire 
without  delay  ;  to  furnifh  alio  the 
contingents  in  money,  and  the  ar¬ 
rears  of  the  Roman  months,  in  or¬ 
der  that  the  effective  force  may  be 
feafonably  known  before  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  impending  campaign, 
which  is  to  be  carried  on  with  the 
greateft  energy. 

The  Emperor  concludes  his  de¬ 
claration  by  dating, — 

His  Majefty  the  Emperor  and 
King,  conftdering  the  immenfe  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  enemy,  and  the  vicifli- 
tudes  of  the  war  which  have  hither¬ 
to  taken  place,  will  find  it  impofli- 
ble  to  avert  the  hoftile  dangers 
which  threaten  the  Germanic  con¬ 
ftitution,  and  the  profperity  of  cer¬ 
tain  diftricfts  of  German^,  unlefs  his 
co-ftates  will  grant  him  the  moft  ac¬ 
tive  fupport. 


G  I  S  T  E  R,  1797. 

Buonafiarte ,  General  in  Chief  of'  the 

Army  of  Italy ,  to  the  People  of  Ca~ 

rinthia. 

General  Quarters  at  Clagenfurt , 
April  1ft. 

THE  French  army  does  not 
come  into  your  country  to  conquer 
it,  nor  to  effedl  any  change  in  your 
religion,  manners,  or  cuftoms.  It 
is  the  friend  of  all  nations,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  brave  people  of 
Germany. 

The  Executive  Directory  of  the 
French  Republic  have  fpared  no 
pains  to  bring  to  a  termination  the 
calamities  which  defolate  the  Con¬ 
tinent.  Refolved  to  be  foremoft 
in  the  accomplifhment  of  this  plan, 
they  fent  General  Clarke  to  Vien- 
na,  as  a  Plenipotentiary,  to  com¬ 
mence  negotiations  for  peace;  but 
the  court  of  Vienna  refuted  to 
hearken  to  them  :  it  has  ever  been 
declared  at  Vicenze,  through  the 
medium  of  M.  St.  Vincent,  that  it 
did  not  acknowledge  the  French 
Republic.  General  Clarke  de¬ 
manded  a  paffport,  to  go  to  fpeak 
to  the  Emperor  himfeif;  but  the 
minifters  of  the  court  of  Vienna 
dreaded,  with  reafon,  that  the  mo¬ 
deration  of  the  propofitions  which 
he  was  charged  to  make,  would  in¬ 
fluence  the  Emperor  to  conclude  a 
peace.  Thcfe  minifters,  corrupted 
by  Englifti  gold,  betrayed  Germany 
and  their  prince,  and  are  as  reludt? 
ant  to  negotiation  as  the  perfidious 
i (landers  who  are  the  horror  of  all 
Europe. 

Inhabitants  of  Carinthia!  I 
know  it,  you  deteft,  as  much  as  ns, 
both  the  Englifti,  who  are  the  only 
gainers  by  the  exifting  warfare,  and 
your  minifter,  who  is  fold  to  them. 

If  we  have  been  at  war  for  fix 
years,  it  is  contrary  to  the  wiflies 
of  the  brave  Hungarians,  of  the 

enlightened 
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enlightened  citizens  of  Vienna, 
and  of  the  fimple  hut  honeft  citi¬ 
zens  of  Carinthia. 

No  matter!  In  fpite  of  England, 

•  and  the  minifters  of  the  court  of 
Vienna,  we  are  friends,  The 
French  Republic  allures  to  you  the 
Tights  of  con  quell  ;  let  them  di (ap¬ 
pear  before  the  contract  by  which 
we  are  reciprocally  bound.  You 
will  not  join  in  a  con  tell  which  is 
contrary  to  your  fentiments.  You 
will  furnilh  the  provifions  which 
we  may  want.  On  my  part,  I  fuall 
protect  your  religion,  your  man¬ 
ners,  and  your  property.  I  dial  1 
not  exa£t  from  you  any  contribu¬ 
tion.  Is  not  the  war  of  itfelf  horri¬ 
ble  enough?  Have  you  not  already 
differed  too  much,  you  who  are  the 
innocent  victims  of  others  folly? 
The  impodtions  which  you  have 
been  accudomed  to  pay  to  the  Em¬ 
peror,  will  indemnify  you  for  the 
inevitable  lodes  attending  the  march 
of  an  army,  and  the  provifions  with 
which  you  will  furnilh  us. 

Prodam  at  tori  relative  to  the  Diflurbances 
in  the  Venetian  Territory. 

THE  conduct  of  the  Republic 
i  of  Venice,  during  the  commotions 
i  in  Europe,  has  always  been,  and 
j  dill  remains,  fo  perfedlly  neutral 
and  friendly  towards  all  the  bellige-, 
i  rent  powers,  that  the  Senate  did 
not  imagine  it  necefiary  to  give  the 
lead  attention  to  the  evil-difpofed 
who  pretended  to  quedion  their 
fincerity;  but,  as  thefe  malignant 
i|  enemies  of  the  Republic  have  dif- 
1  feminated  the  viled  danders  again!! 
ij  the  dncerity  of  the  peaceable  difpo- 
I  fition  of  the  Republic,  in  a  fabri- 
»  cated  proclamation,  dated  Verona, 

!  March  22,  in  which  exprelfions 
injurious  to  the  French  Republic 
Vo.l.  XXXIX. 


are  attributed  to  the  Proveditor* 
Battagia,  the  Republic  of  Venice 
fees  itfelf  under  the  neceffity  of 
declaring  that  proclamation  forged, 
and  of  warning  all  its  faithful  fub- 
jefts  not  to  be  deceived  by  fuch 
danders,  or  induced  to  fuppofe  that 
itsHriendihip  towards  the  Republic 
of  France  is  in  the  lead  changed* 
The  Senate  entertains  no  doubt 
that  the  French  nation  will  treat 
fuch  calumnies  with  the  contempt 
they  deferve,  and  repofe  that  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  Republic  of  Venice 
which  it  has  merited  by  its  irre¬ 
proachable  condu<5f. 

Manifefo  of  Getter al  Buonaparte  agahf 
Venice. 

Mead  Quarters ,  Palma  Novay 
1 4 '  Floreal  (May  13). 

WHILST  the  French  army  was 
engaged  in  the  defiles  of  Styria, 
and  left  far  behind  them  Italy  and 
the  principal  edablidiments  of  the 
army,  where  only  a  fmall  number 
of  battalions  remained,  this  was  the 
conduct  of  the  government  of  Ve¬ 
nice: —  1.  They  profited  ofPalfion- 
week,  to  arm  40,000  pealants,  unit¬ 
ing  them  with  ten  regiments  of 
Sclavonians,  organifed  them  into 
different  corps,  and  fent  them  to 
different  points,  to  intercept  all 
kind  of  communication  between 
the  army  and  the  places  in  the 
rear. — 2.  Extraordinary  commiiTa- 
ries,  guns,  ammunition  of  all  kinds, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  cannon, 
were  fent  from  Venice  even  to 
complete  the  organization  of  differ¬ 
ent  corps  of  the  army.**— 3.  Allper- 
fons  in  the  Terra  Firma  w  ho  had 
received  us  favourably,  were  ar~ 
relied ;  benefits  and  the  confidence 
of  the  government  were  heaped 
upon  all  tliofe  who  pofieffed  a 
Y  furious 
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furious  hatred  to  the  French  name, 
and  efpecially  the  fifteen  confpira- 
tors  of  Verona,  whom  the  Prove- 
ditori  jPrioli  had  arretted  three 
months  ago,  as  having  premedi¬ 
tated  the  maffacre  of  the  French. 
— 4.  In  the  fquares,  coffee -houfes, 
and  other  public  places  of  Venice, 
all  Frenchmen  were  infulted,  treat¬ 
ed  badly,  and  called  by  the  names 
of  Jacobins,  Regicides,  Atheifls. 
The  French  were  to  leave  Venice, 
and  a  fhort  time  afterwards  it  was 
prohibited  to  them  even  to  enter 
it. — —5.  The  people  of  Padua,  Vi¬ 
cenza,  and  Verona,  were  ordered 
to  take  up  arms,  to  fecond  the 
different  corps  of  the  army,  and 
to  begin  at  length  thofe  new  Sici¬ 
lian  vefpers.  It  belongs,  faid  the 
Venetian  officers,  to  the  Lion  of 
St.  Marc  to  verify  the  proverb, — • 
that  Italy  is  the  tomb  of  the  French. 

* — 6.  The  priefts  in  the  pulpit 
preached  the  crufade ;  and  the 
priefts  in  the  ftate  of  Venice  never 
fpeak  any  thing  but  the  will  of  the 
government.  Pamphlets,  perfidious 
proclamations,  anonymous  letters, 
were  printed  in  the  different  towns, 
and  began  to  agitate  the  minds  cf 
all;  in  a  ftate  where  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs  is  not  permitted,  in  a  go¬ 
vernment  as  much  feared  as  it  is 
lecretly  detefted,  printers  print, 
and  authors  write,  nothing  but  what 
the  fenate  pleafe. — 7.  All  fmiled  at 
ffrft  at  the  perfidious  project  of  the 
government.  The  French  blood 
flowed  on  all  tides.  On  all  the 
roads,  our  convoys,  our  couriers, 
and  every  thing  respecting  the  ar¬ 
my,  were  intercepted.- -8.  At  Pa¬ 
dua  a  chief  of  a  battalion  and  two 
other  Frenchmen  were  arrefted. 
At  Caftiglione  de  Mori  our  foldiers 
were  difarmed  and  affaffmated.  On 
aft  the  great  roads  from  Mantua  to 


Legnano,  from  Caffano  to  Verona, 
we  had  more  than  two  hundred  men 
affaffmated. — 9.  Two  French  bat¬ 
talions,  wifhing  to  join  the  army, 
met  at  Chiari  with  a  divifion  of  the 
Venetian  army,  which  attempted  to 
oppofe  their  paffage:  an  obftinate 
conflict  took  place,  and  our  brave 
foldiers  cut  a  paffage  for  themfelves, 
by  putting  thefe  perfidious  enemies 
to  the  rout.— 10.  At  Valeggio  there 
was  another  battle ;  at  Deffengaro 
another.  The  French  were  every¬ 
where  the  weakeft  in  numbers ;  but 
they  know  well  that  the  number 
of  the  enemy’s  battalions  is  never 
counted  "when  they  are  compofed 
only  of  affaflins. — II.  The  fecond 
feaft  in  Eafter,  at  the  ringing  of  the 
bell,  all  the  French  were  affaffmated 
in  Verona.  Neither  the  fick  in  the 
hofpitals  were  reflected,  nor  thofe 
who,  in  a  ftate  of  convalefcence, 
were  walking  in  the  ftreets,  and 
were  thrown  into  the  A  dige,  where 
they  died,  pierced  with  a  thoufarid 
wounds  from  ftilettoes.  More  than 
four  hundred  French  were  affaffin* 
ated. — 12.  For  a  week  the  Vene-- 
tian  armv  befieged  the  three  caftles, 
of  Verona.  The  cannon  whiclu 
were  placed  on  the  battery  were:: 
carried  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet., 
The  town  was  let  on  fire,  and  the  j 
moveable  column  that  arrived  in 
the  interim,  put  thefe  cowards  ta 
complete  rout,  by  taking  three 
thoufand  of  the  enemy  prifoners, 
among  whom  were  feveral  Vene¬ 
tian  generals.— -f 3.  The  houfe  ol 
the  French  conful  to  Zante  was 
burnt  in  Dalmatia. — 14.  A  Vene¬ 
tian  ftiip  of  war  took  an  Auftrian: 
convoy  under  its  protection,  and 
fired  feveral  fhot  at  the  corvette  fa 
Brune.-—  1 ,5.  The  Libcrateur  d'  I  tab  iff j 
a  veffel  of  the  Republic,  with  only; 
three  or  four  fmall  pieces  of  can- 
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£mn,  and  a  crew  of  forty  men,  was 
funk  in  the  very  port  of  Venice, 
and  by  order  of  the  fenate.  The 
young  and  intrepid  Haugier,  lieute¬ 
nant  and  commander  of  the  faid 
fliip,  as  foon  as  he  faw  himfcif  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  fire  of  the  fort' and 
the  admiral’s  galley*  being  from 
both  not  more  than  piftol-fhot,  or-*- 
dered  his  crew  to  go  below.  He 
alone  got  upon  the  deck*  in  the 
midft  of  a  .ftorm  of  grape-fhot,  and 
endeavoured,  by  his  fpeeches,  to 
difarm  the  fury  of  his  affaffins;  but 
he  fell  dead.  His  crew  threw  them- 
felves  into  the  lea  to  fwim*  and 
were  purfued  by  fix  challops,  with 
troops  on  board,  in  the  pay  of  Ve¬ 
nice,  who  cut  to  pieces  feveral  that 
fought  for  fafety  in  the  open  fea. 
One  of  the  matters,  with  feveral 
wounds,  and  bleeding  in  every  part, 
had  the  good  fortune  lo  reach  the 
ihore,  near  the  caftle  of  the  port; 
but  the  commandant  himfelf  cut  off 
his  hand  with  an  axe. 

On  aecount  of  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  grievances,  and  authorifed 
by  the  22d  title,  article  328,  of  the 
eonftitution  of  the  republic,  and  on 
account  of  the  urgency  of  affairs, 
the  General  in  Chief  requires  the 
French  minifter  to  the  republic  of 
Venice  to  leave  the  faid  city  ;  di¬ 
rects  the  different  agents  of  the  re- 
public  of  Venice  in  Lombardy,  and 
the  Venetian  Terra  Firma,  to  quit 
it  in  twenty-four  hours;  directs  the 
different  generals  of  divifions  to 
treat  as  enemies  the  troops  of  the 
republic  of  Venice,  and  to  pull 
down,  in  the  towns  of  the  Terra 
Firma,  the  Lion  . of  St.  Marc.  Every 
one  will  receive,  in  the  orders  of 
the  day  to-morrow,  a  particular  in- 
ftrudlion .  refpedling  ulterior  opera¬ 
tions. 


Proclamation  of  General  Buonaparte  * 

Head  Quarters ,  Monte  Bello % 
1 1  ih  M  dor,  5  th year. 

•  THE  Cifalpine  Republic  was  for 
man v  vears  under  the  dominion  of 
the  houfe  'of  Auftria.  The  French 
Republic  fucceeded  it  by  the  right 
of  conqueft,  It  now  renounces', 
this  right,  and  dhe  Cifalpine  Re¬ 
public  is  free  and  independent^ 
Recognized  bv  France  and  the  Emr 
peror,  it  will  foon  be  equally  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  the  reft  of  Europe. 
The  Executive  Directory  of  the 
French  Republic,  not  content  with, 
employing  its  influence*  and  the 
victories  of  the  republican  armies* 
to  fecure  the  political  exiftence  of 
the  Cifalpine  Republic,  extends  its 
care  ftill  further ;  and  convinced 
that,  if  liberty  be  the  firft  of  bleff- 
ings,  the  revolution  which  attends 
it  is  the  grealeft  of  evils,  it  has  given 
to  the  Cifalpine  people  their  pecu¬ 
liar  eonftitution,  refulting  from  the 
wifdom  of  the  moft  enlightened  na¬ 
tion.  From  a  military  regime  the 
Cifalpine  people  pafs  to  a  conftitu-% 
tional  one.  That  this  tranfitioix 
fhould  experience  no  ftiock,  nor  be 
expofed  to  anarchy,  the  Executive 
Directory  has  thought  proper  to 
nominate,  for  the  prefent,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  government  and  the  le» 
giflative  body;  fo  that  the  people 
fnould  after  the  lapfe  of  one  year, 
have  the  eledtion  to  the  vacant 
places,  in  conformity  to  the  confti- 
tution.  For  a  great  number  of  years 
there  exifted,  no  republic  in  Italy. 
The  facred  fire  of  liberty  was  ex~ 
tinguiftied,  and  the  finell  part  of 
Europe  was  under  the  yoke  of 
ftrangers.  It  belongs  to  the  Gift 
alpine  Republic  to  fliew  to  the 
world  by  its  wifdom,  its  energy, 
and  the  organisation  of  its  armies. 


Buonaparte, 
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that  modern  Italy  is  not  degenerat¬ 
ed,  and  is  Hill  worthy  of  liberty. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte. 

Ordinance  fiublified  at  Verona  on  the 
8///  of  Auguji ,  1797. 

WHEREAS  citizen  George 
Giufti  continues,  notwithftanding 
repeated  admonitions,  to  revile  the 
popular  government  and  equality  ; 
arid  inftead  of  ftyling  himfelf  citi¬ 
zen^  aflumes  the  title  of  Count; 
ftnce  he  daily  boafts  to  his  fervants 
that  he  is  of  one  of  the  bed:  fami¬ 
lies  in  Rome ;  and,  what  is  much 
worfe,  continually  inveighs  againft 
the  popular  government ;  the  faid 
citizen  George  Giufti  is  hereby 
fentenced  to  pay  100  fequins;  which 
money  ftiall  be  appropriated  to  erefl 
a  column  to  liberty  in  the  Green- 
jVIarket.  This  fentence  ftiall  be 
read  to  citizen  Giufti  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  all  his  fervants  and  do- 
meftics,  by  the  tecretary  of  the  mu¬ 
nicipality,  to  inftrudt  the  whole  fa¬ 
mily  in  the  true  principles  of  liber¬ 
ty  and  equality. 

Approved  by  General  Verdier, 
French  Commandant  in  the 
province  of  Vercna. 

latter  of  General  Buonaparte  to  the  Chief 
cf  the  Maniotes^  dated  Milan ,  1  '2  th 
'ihertnidor ,  (July  ‘30th) 

THE  council  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public  at  Triefte.  has  acquainted 
me  with  the  attention  your  Lord- 
iliip  had  ftiewn  in  fending  a  deputa¬ 
tion  to  intimate  to  me  the  detire  you 
had  to  fee  in  your  ports  feme  French 
veffels,  and  to  be  in  any  refpedl  ufe- 
iul  to  the  brave  French  foldiers  of 
the  army  of  Italy. 

The  French  efteem  the  final!  but 
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gallant  Maniote  people,  who  alone 
of  ancient  Greece  have  preferved 
their  liberty.  In  all  the  circum- 
ftances  which  may  occur,  they  ftiall 
ever  give  proofs  of  their  protection, 
and  a  particular  care  to  favour  their 
veffels  and  their  citizens. 

I  beg  your  Lordftiip  to  receive 
with  kindnefs  the  bearers  of  this, 
who  have  the  ftrongeft  defire  to  fee 
more  nearly  .the  worthy  defend¬ 
ants  of  Sparta,  who,  to  be  as  re¬ 
nowned  as  their  anceftors,  wanted 
only  to  appear  on  a  larger  theatre. 

The  firft  time  that  any  of  your 
relations  have  occafion  to  vitit  Ita¬ 
ly,  I  beg  you  to  recommend  them 
to  me.  I  ftiall  feel  a  real  pleafure 
in  giving  marks  of  the  efteem  which 
I  entertain  for  you  and  your  com¬ 
patriots. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte. 


From  the  Vienna  Court  Gazette , 
April  5  th,  1797. 

THE  prefent  war,  of  which  the 
unavoidable  confequence  has 
been  the  deftruflion  of  fo  many 
lives,  has  given  the  greateft  uneafi- 
nefs  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  from 
the  time  of  his  firft  acceftion  to  the 
throne.  Penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of 
his’dutv,  and  compaflion  for  his  fub- 
jeefts,  and  animated  with  a  wifh  to 
reftore  plenty  and  profperity  to  all 
his  hereditary  ftates,  his  Majefty  has 
never  ceafed  to  devife  fuch  means 
as  might  put  an  end  to  the  calami¬ 
ties  of  war ;  and  it  was  with  the  ut- 
raoft  regret  that  he  faw  all  his  en¬ 
deavours  fruitlefs,  and  himfelf  in 
confequence  obliged  to  exert  his 
utmoft  force  to  defend  his  ftates 
and  faithful  fubjeefs  agaiuft  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  the  enemy.  Anxious  to 
fpare  the  blood  of  his  fubjedls,  his 
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Imperial  Majefty  ftill  wifhed  for 
peace,  even  in  the  moment  when  his 
arms  were  moft  fignally  victorious. 

His  Majefty  has  now  likewife  giv¬ 
en  in  charge  to  the  underfigned, 
the  Prefident  of  Lower  Auftria,  to 
communicate  to  the  public  the  moft 
pofitive  aftiirance  that  he  is  now 
employed  in  the  moft  earned  man¬ 
ner  in  haftening  th®  conclufion  of 
a  peace.  But  though  his  Majefty 
will  neglect  nothing  which  may 
procure  the  bleftings  of  a  fpeedy 
peace  to  his  hereditary  ftates,  he 
trufts  with  confidence,  that  ftiould 
the  enemv,  dazzled  bv  the  change- 
able  fortune  of  war,  contrary  to 
what  we  would  hope,  arrogantly 
reject  all  reconciliation,  or  infift  on 
extravagant  conditions,  and  fuch  as 
are  difgraceful  to  the  Auftrian  na¬ 
tion,  every  faithful  fubject,  mindful 
of  the  duties  to  which  he  has  fworn, 
will  exert  his  utmoft  efforts  to  ob¬ 
tain  pea<~e  by  a  courageous  defence 
of  his  Country,  and  will  contribute 
all  in  his  power  to  preparations 
which  the  extreme  emergence  may 
render  necefiary  for  the  fafety  of 
the  capital ;  and  that  the  brave  in¬ 
habitants  of  Vienna  will  fhew  no 
lefs  courage  and  loyalty  than  their 
glorious  anceftors,  who,  under  Fer¬ 
dinand  and  Leopold  I ,  on  the  walls 
of  their  city,  fought  and  conquered 
for  religion,  their  Sovereign,  their 
country,  and  their  honour. 

Francis  Count  Saurau, 
Prefident  of  Adminiftration 
in  Lower  Auftria. 

Vienna,  Ajtril  i-th,  1797 . 

Declaration  of  the  JLmjieror  at  Vienna , 
on  the  1 5  th  of  April,  1797. 

COUNT  Saurau,  Prefident  of 
the  adminiftration  of  Lower  Auftria, 
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has  publifhed  a  proclamation,  by  or* 
der  of  his  Imperial  Majeftv,  fignify- 
ing,  that  though  his  Imperial  Majei- 
ty  cannot,  for  obvious  important 
reafons,  undertake  the  defence  of 
his  capital  in  his  own  perfon,  he 
has  taken  all  the  necefiary  meafures, 
and  caufed  every  provifion  to  be 
made  under  his  own  infpedtion,  for 
its  defence.  His  Imperial  Majefty 
likewife  expreffes  his  hope  that  the 
enemy  will  at  length  confent  to  ac¬ 
cept  more  equitable  terms,  and  fee 
in  their  proper  light  thofe  which 
his  Majefty  has  propoled ;  they  are 
fo  framed,  as  they  only  can  be,  with¬ 
out  derogating  from  the  dignity  of 
his  Imperial  Majefty,  and  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  nation  he  has  the  hap* 
pinefs  to  govern.  His  Majefty, 
however,  confides  in  the  affiftance 
and  fupport  of  all  his  faithful  fub- 
jeifls ;  and  trufts  that,  lliould  the 
enemy  proceed  to  extremities,  they 
alone,  by  the  Divine  ailiftance,  will 
be  the  vidtim. 

His  Majefty  likewife  gives  notice, 
that  whatever  damage  may  be  done 
to  the  city  or  fuburbs  by  the  prepa¬ 
rations  neceffary  for  defence,  or 
the  afiaults  of  the  enemy,  fha.ll  be 
repaired,  after  the  reftoration  of 
peace,  from  his  Majefty’s  private 
property. 

I 

Vienna ,  June  2  \Jl,  1797. 

ON  the  21ft  inftant  Count 
Thurn,  in  Styria,  publifhed  a  decla¬ 
ration  relative  to  the  entrance  of 
the  Auftrian  troops  into  Venetian 
Iftria.  The  principal  reafons  af- 
figned  are  as  follows  : 

lft.  The  revolutionary  fpirit 
which  has  manifefted  itfelf  in  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Venetian  terri¬ 
tory,  threatens  the  neighbouring 
countries,  and  compels  the  Empe- 
Y  3  ror 
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ror  to  fecure  himfelf  from  the  un¬ 
happy  confequences  which  may  be 
the  refult. 

2d.  The  ancient  rights  of  his  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty,  and  his  anceftors,  to 
Venetian  Iftria,  which  formerly 
made  part  of  Hungary.  And  as 
ieveral  of  the  Venetian  provinces 
have  detached  themfelves  from  the 
fovereignty  of  Venice,  his  Majefty 
conceived  this  to  be  the  time  to 
atfert  his  ancient  rights. 

This  declaration  has  been  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  general  pardon,  as  well 
for  the  Auftrian  fubjeCts  who  had 
fled  into  Iftria  to  avoid  taking  up 
arms,  as  for  the  Venetian  fubjeCts 
who  had  left  their  country. 


Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace,  concluded  be¬ 
tween  the  French  Republic  and  the 
Emperor ,  King  of  Hungary  and  Bo¬ 
hemia, 

IS  Majefty  the  Emperor  of 
the  Romans.  Kino-  of  Hunea- 

,LI "  ^  '  o  _  o 

ry  and  Bohemia,  and  the  French 
Republic,  being  deftrous  to  confo- 
lidate  the  peace,  the  b  tis  of  which 
has  been  laid  down  by  the  prelimi¬ 
naries' figned  at  the  Chateau  of  Eck- 
enwald,  near  Leoben,  in  Styria,  on 
the  18th  of  April,  1797,  '  (29th 
Germinal,  5th  year  of  the  French 
Republic,  one  and  indivfible)  have 
named  for  their  Plenipotentiaries 
the  following  perfdns ;  his  Majefty 
the  Emperor  and  King,  the  Sieur 
D.  Martins  Maftrilly,  noble  Nea¬ 
politan  Patrician  ;  Marquis  of  Gal¬ 
lo,  Knight  of  (he  royal  Order  of  St. 
Januarius,  Gentleman  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber  to  his  Majefty  the  King  of  the 
Two  Sicilies,  and  his  Ambaflador 
Extraordinary  at  the  court  of  Vi¬ 
enna ;  the  Sieur  Louis,  Cobentzel, 
Count  of  the  holy  Roman  Empire, 


Grand  Crofs  of  the  royal  Order  of 
St.  Stephen,  Chamberlain  and  ac¬ 
tual  Privy  Counfellor  of  St  te  to 
his  faid  Imperial,  Royal,  and  Apof- 
tolic  Majefty,  and  his  Ambaflador 
Extraordinary  to  his  Imperial  Ma¬ 
jefty  of  all  the  Ruthas ;  the  Sieur 
Maximilian,  Count  of  Merveldt, 
Knight  of  the  Teutonic  and  Mili¬ 
tary  order  of  Maria  Therefa,  Cham¬ 
berlain  and  Major-General  of  Ca¬ 
valry  in  the  armies  of  his  faid  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  Emperor  and  King ;  and 
the  Sieur  Ignatius,  Baron  Degel- 
mann,  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of 
his  faid  Majefty  to  the  Helvetic 
Republic;  and  the  French  Repub¬ 
lic  has  named  Buonaparte,  General 
in  Chief  of  the  French  army  in  Ita¬ 
ly  ;  which  perfons,  after  the  ex¬ 
change  of  their  refpeCtive  powers, 
have  refolved  upon  the  following 
articles : — - 

Art.  I.  There  fhall  be  in  future, 
and  for  ever,  a  folid  and  inviolable 
peace  between  his  Majefty  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  the  Romans,  King  of  Hun¬ 
gary  and  Bohemia,  his  heirs  and 
iucceffors,  and  the  French  Repub¬ 
lic.  The  contracting  parties  lhall 
give  the  greateft  attention  to  the 
maintenance  of  a  perfeCt  intelli¬ 
gence  between  themfelves  and  their 
ftates,  without  permitting,  for  the 
future,  any  fort  of  hoftilities  on  ei¬ 
ther  tide,  for  whatever  caufe,  or  un¬ 
der  whatfoever  pretext,  and  fhall 
carefully  avoid  whatever  may  here¬ 
after  affeCt  the  union  thus  happily 
eftabjjthed.  No  aftiftance  fhall  be 
given,  either  direCtly  or  indireCtly, 
to  thofe  who  would  attempt  any 
thing  to  the  prejudice  of  one  or 
ether  of  the  contracting  parties. 

II.  Soon  after  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  the  prefent  trea¬ 
ty,  the  contracting  parties  fhall  re¬ 
move  all  fequeftrations  impofed  up¬ 
on 
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on  the  effects,  rights,  and  revenues 
of  individuals  refiding  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  territories,  and  the  coun¬ 
tries  reunited  to  them,  as  well  as  up¬ 
on  the  public  eftablifhments  ;  they 
fhall  be  bound  to  pay  all  debts  for 
funds  fupplied  to  them  by  the  faid 
individuals  or  public  eftablifhments, 
and  to  repay  all  rents  fettled  for 
their  profit. 

The  prefent  article  is  declared 
common  to  the  Cifalpine  Republic. 

Ilf.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor, 
King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  re¬ 
nounces  for  himfelf  and  his  fuccef- 
lors,  in  favour  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public,  all  his  rights  and  titles  to  the 
yi-devant  Belgic  provinces,  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Auftrian  Pays 
Pas.  The  French  Republic  fhall 
poifefs  thefe  countries  in  perpetuity, 
in  entire  fovereignty  and  property, 
and  with  all  the  territorial  effeds 
which  belong  to  them. 

IV.  All  the  debts  for  which  the 
foil  of  the  faid  countries  fhall  have 
been  mortgaged  before  the  war, 
and  the  cont  rafts  for  which  fhall 
fubfift  in  the  cuftomary  forms,  fhall 
be  adopter!  by  the  French  Repub¬ 
lic.  The  Plenipotentiaries  of  his 
Majefty  the  Emperor  fhall  give  an 
account  of  them  as  foon  as  poffible, 
and  before  the  exchange  of  the  ra¬ 
tifications,  in  order  that,  previous 
to  the  exchange,  the  Plenipotentia¬ 
ries  of  the  two  powers  may  agree 
upon  the  additional  articles  expla¬ 
natory  of  the  prefent,  and  may  fign 
them. 

V.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor  and 
King  confents  that  the  French  Re¬ 
public  fhall  poffefs,  in  entire  fove¬ 
reignty,  the  ^i- dev  ant  Venetian  Ifles 
in  the  Levant,  called  Corfou,  Zanfe, 
Cephalonia,  St.  Maure,  Cerigo,  and 
the  other  ifl  es  depending  upon  them, 
as  well  as  Batrinto,  Larta,  Vonizza, 
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and  in  general  all  the  §i -dev ant  Ve¬ 
netian  eftablifhments  in  Albany? 
which  are  fituated  lower  than  the 
Gulph  of  Lodrino. 

VI.  The  French  Republic  eon* 
fents  that  his  Majefty  the  Emperor 
and  King  fhall  poffefs,  in  entire  fo¬ 
vereignty  and  property,  the  coun¬ 
tries  hereafter  mentioned ;  Iftria, 
Dalmatia,  the  §i-deyant  Venetian 
ifles  in  the  Adriatic,  the  mouths  of 
Cattaro,  the  city  of  Venice,  the 
channels  and  the  countries  com*, 
prifed  between  the  hereditary  ftates 
of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor  and 
King,  the  Adriatic  Sea,  and  a  line 
which,  iffuing  from  the  Tyrol,  fhall 
follow  the  torrent  in  front  of  Gar- 
dola,  and  traverfe  the  lake  of  Garda, 
as  far  as  Lacife,  whence  a  military 
line,  offering  equal  advantages  to 
both  parties,  fhall  be  marked  out  by- 
officers  of  engineers,  named  on  both 
tides,  before  the  exchange  of  the  ra¬ 
tification  of  the  prefent  treaty.  The 
line  of  limitation  fhall  afterwards  pafs 
the  Adige  at  Langiacomo,  and  fol¬ 
low  the  left  bank  of  that  river  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Canal-Blanc,  com- 
prifing  that  part  of  Porto-Legnago 
which  is  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Adige,  with  a  circular  diltrift  of 
three  thoufand  toifes  diameter.  The 
line  fhall  proceed  by  the  left  bank 
of  the  Canal-Blanc,  by  the  left  bank 
of  the  Tartaro,  by  the  left  bank  of 
the  canal  called  Polifella,  as  far  as 
its  entrance  into  the  Po,  and  by  the 
left  bank  of  the  Great  Po,  as  far  as 
the  fea. 

VII.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor 
and  King  renounces  for  ever,  with 
refpeft  to  himfelf  and  his  fucceffors, 
all  the  rights,  and  titles  arifing  out 
of  thofe  rights,  which  his  faid  Ma¬ 
jefty  might  aftert  over  the  countries 
pofTefted  by  him  before  the  war, 
that  now  make  part  of  the  Cifalpine 
Y  4  Republic^ 
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Republic,  whieh  Republic  lliall  pof- 
fefs  them  in  entire  fovereigntv, 
with  all  the  territorial  effects  be¬ 
longing  to  them.' 

VIII.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor 
and  King  acknowledges  the  Ci fat- 
pine  Republic  as  an  independent 
power.  This  Republic  compre¬ 
hends  the  ci-devant  Auftrian  .Lom¬ 
bardy,  the  Bergamafque,  the  Bref- 
fan,  the  Cremafque,  the  city  and 
fortrefs  of  Mantua,  Pefchiera,  that 
part  of  the  fi-devant  Venetian  ftates 
which  is  to  the  weft  and  fouth  of 
the  line  pointed  out  in  Article  VI, 
for  the  frontier  of  the  ftat.es  of  his 
Majefty  the  Emperor  in  Italy  ;  the 
Modenois,  the  principality  ofMaf- 
fa  and  C  arara,  and  the  three  lega- 

*  '  o 

tions  of  Bologna,  Ferrara,  and  Ro¬ 
magna. 

IX.  In  all  the'' countries  ceded, 
acquired,  or  exchanged  by  the^pre- 
ient  treaty,  there  fhall  be  granted 
to  all  the  inhabitants  and  proprie¬ 
tors  of  every  fort  a  removal  of  the 
I  equeftrations  laid  upon  their  pro¬ 
perty,  effects,  and  revenues,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  war  between  his  Im¬ 
perial  and  Roval  Majefty  and  the 
French  Republic,  and  they  fhall  not 
be  difturbed,  with  ref pect  to  it,  in 
their  effects  or  perfons.  Thofe  who 
may  with  to  quit,  for  the  future,  the 
Laid  countries,  fhall  be  obliged  to 
make  a  declaration  to  that  effect 
three  months  after  the  publication 
of  the  faid  treaty.  They  fhall  then 
have  the  term  of  three  years  to  fell 
their  effeCts,  moveable  or  immove¬ 
able,  or  to  difpofe  of  them  a-t  their 
pleafure. 

X.  Debts  for  which  the  foil  of 
the  countries  ceded,  acquired,  or 
exchanged  by  this  treaty  fhall  be 
mortgaged,  are  the  debts  of  thofe  to 
whom  the  countries  remain. 

XL  The  navigation  of  thofe  parts 
of  the  rivers  and  canals  which  ferve 


GISTER,  1797. 

as  limits  between  the  territories  of 

his  Majefty  and  thofe  of  the  Cifal- 

pine  Republic  fhall  be  free,  fo  that 

neither  party  can  eftablifh  any  toll, 

or  maintain  anv  veffel  armed  for 
«  * 

war;  but  this  article  does  not  ex¬ 
clude  the  precautions  neceffary  to 
the  fafety  of  the  fortrefs  of  Porto- 
Legnago. 

XII.  All  fales  and  alienations 
made,  and  all  engagements  con¬ 
tracted,  either  by  the  cities  or  by 
the  government,  or  by  the  civil  and 
adminiftrative  authorities,  of  the 
f i-devant  Venetian  countries,  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  German 
and  French  armies,  up  to  the  date 
of  the  figning  of  the  prefent  trea¬ 
ty,  fhall  be  confirmed  and  regard¬ 
ed  as  valid. 

XIII.  The  titles  and  archives  of 
the  different  countries  ceded  or  ex¬ 
changed  by  the  prefent  treaty,  fhall 
be  delivered  within  three  months 
from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica¬ 
tions,  to  the  powers  which  have 
acquired  the  property  of  them. 
The  plans  and  charts  of  the  for- 
treffes,  cities,  and  countries,  which 
the  contracting  parties  acquire  by 
the  prefent  treaty,  fhall  be  alfo 
faithfully'  delivered  to  them.  The 
military  papers  and  regifters  taken 
in  the  prefent  war,  fhall  be  deliver¬ 
ed  to  the  Etat-Majors  of  the  refpeCt- 
ive  armies. 

XIV.  The  two  contracting  par¬ 
ties,  equally  animated  with  the  de¬ 
fire  of  removing;  whatfoever  might 
injure  the  good  intelligence  happily 
eftablifiied  between  them,  engage 
themfetves,  in  the  raoft  folemn 
manner,  to  contribute  every  thing 
in  their  power  to  maintain  the  in¬ 
terior  tranquillity  of  their  refpeCt- 
ive  ftates. 

XV.  A  treaty  of  commerce  fhall 
be  fpeedily  concluded  upon  an 
equitable  bafts,  and  fuch  as  fhall  af- 

furc 
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fare  to  his  Majefty  and  the  French 
Republic,  advantages  equal  to  thole 
enjoyed  in  their  refpedtive  Fates  by 
the  fflo'ft  favoured  nations.  In  the 
mean  time  all  the  communications 
and  commercial  relations  fhall  be 
re-eftablifhed  upon  the  footing  on 
which  they  were  before  the  war. 

.XVI.  No  inhabitant  of  the  coun¬ 
tries  occupied  by  the  Auftrian  or 
French  armies  can  be  profecuted, 
either  in  his  perfon  or  his  property, 
for  his  opinions,  or  his  civil,  mili¬ 
tary,  or  commercial  aftions,  during 
the  war  between  the  two  powers. 

XVII.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor 
and  King  cannot,  cofiftftently  with 
the  principles  of  neutrality,  receive 
in  any  of  his  ports,  during  the  pre- 
fent  war,  more  than  ftx  veffels  of 
war  belonging  to  either  of  the  bel¬ 
ligerent  powers. 

XVIII.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor 
and  King  obliges  himfelf  to  cede  to 
the  Duke  of  Modena,  as  an  indem¬ 
nity  for  the  countries  hitherto  be¬ 
longing  to  that  prince  and  his  heirs 
in  Italy,  the  Brifgaw,  which  he  fhall 
poffefs  under  the  fame  conditions 
as  thofe  in  virtue  of  which  he  pof- 
fefted  the  Modenois. 

XIX.  The  landed  and  perfon al 
property  of  their  Royal  Highneftes 
the  Archduke  Charles* and  the  Arch- 
dti chefs  Chriftina,  not  previoufly 
alienated,  and  which  are  fituate  in 
the  territory  ceded  to  the  Republic, 
fhall  be  reftored  to  them,  on  the 
condition  that  they  fhall  be  fold 
within  three  years. 

The  fame  terms  fhall  be  obferved 
with  refped  to  the  landed  and  per- 
fonal  property  of  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Archduke  Ferdinand,  in 
the  territory  of  the  Cifalpine  Re¬ 
public. 

XX.  A  Congrefs  fhall  be  held  at 
Raftadt.  c-ompofed  folelv  of  the  Ple¬ 


nipotentiaries  of  the  Germanic  Em* 
pire,  and  of  the  French  Republic, 
to  conclude  a  pacification  between 
thofe  powers.  This  congrefs- dial  1 
be  opened  within  one  month  after 
the  conclufton  of  the  prefent  treaty, 
or  fooner  if  poffible. 

XXI.  All  the  prifoners  of  war 
made  on  either  fide,  and  the  hof- 
tages  taken  or  given  during  the 
war,  and  which  have  not  yet  been 
reftored,  fhall  be  given  up  within 
forty  days  from  the  fignature  of  the 
prefent  treaty. 

_  XXII.  The  contributions,  delive¬ 
ries,  furnifhments,  and  feizures  of 
every  hoftile  defcription,  which 
have  taken  place  in  the  refpedtive 
dates  of  the  contracting  powers, 
fa  all  ceafe  from  the  day  the  ratifi¬ 
cations  of  the  prefent  treaty  fhall 
be  exchanged. 

XXII  I.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor, 
King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and 
the  French  Republic,  fhall  preferve 
between  them  the  fame  ceremonial, 
as  to  rank  and  other  etiquettes,  as  was 
conftantly  obferved  before  the  war. 
His  aforefaid  Majefty  and  the  Cifal¬ 
pine  Republic,  fhall  obferve  the 
fame  ceremonial  as  prevailed  be¬ 
tween  his  Majefty  aforefaid  and  the 
Republic  of  Venice. 

XXIV.  The  prefent  treaty  of 
peace  is  declared  to  be  in  common 
with,  and  to  be  extended  to  the  Ba¬ 
tavian  Republic. 

XXV.  The  prefent  treaty  fhall 
be  ratified  by  his  Majefty  the  Em¬ 
peror  and  the  French  Republic, 
Within  the  fpace  of  thirty  days  from 
the  prefent  day,  or  fooner,  if  pofli- 
ble,  and  the  acts  of  ratification,  in 
due  form,  fhall  be  exchanged  at 
Raftadt. 

Concluded  and  figned  at  Campo 
Fcfrmia,  near  Udina,  on  the 
17th  of  Odtober,  1797,  (the 

26th 
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26th  Vcndemiaire)  in  the 
fixth  year  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public,  one  and  indivifible. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte, the  Mar' 
quis  Di  Gali.o,  Louis 
Compte  Cobenzel, 
the  Compt  De  Mer* 
v  e  l  d  t  ,  G  eneral  Maj  or ; 
and  the  Baron  De  De- 

GELMANN. 

The  Executive  Directory  decrees 
and  ligns  the  prefent  treaty  of  peace 
made  with  his  Majefty  the  Emperor, 
King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  ne¬ 
gotiated  in  the  name  of  the  French 
Republic  by  the  C  itizen  Buonaparte, 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  army 
of  Italy,  provided  with  powers  by 
the  Executive  Directory,  and  charg¬ 
ed  with  their  inftrudtions  for  this 
purpofe. 


Refcript  addrejjed  to  his  Excellency 
M.  de  Fahcnherg ,  Directorial  Mini/- 
ter  of  Auftria  at  Rati/bon ,  on  the  P art 
of  his  Majejly  the  Emperor  and  King, 
dated  Feb.  7,  1797. 

HIS  Majefty  the  Emperor  and 
King,  in  beholding  the  prodi¬ 
gious  efforts  of  an  enemy  who,  ac¬ 
cording  to  bis  irreligious  and  artful 
fyftem,  permits  hi mfelf  all  poffible 
means  to  enfure  fuccefs,  and  con¬ 
sidering  the  hazards  attending  the 
fate  of  arms,  has  always  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  make  the  ftates  underhand 
how  impoflible  it  would  be  for  him, 
without  the  moft  efficacious  aflift- 
ance  of  the  whole  empire,  to  refill: 
alone  the  danger  which  threatens 
the  conftitution  of  the  Germanic 
body  with  its  ruin,  and  the  indivi¬ 
dual  members  of  the  empire  with 
the  entire  lofs  of  their  poffeflions. 
The  exiftence  of  this  impending 


danger  had  plainly  enough  mam- 
fefted  itfelf,  when  one  of  the  moft 
powerful  ftates  of  the  empire  aban¬ 
doned  the  common  caufe,  to  con¬ 
clude  with  the  enemy  a  peace  which, 
as  it  is  conjectured,  contains  fecret 
conventions  that  cannot  but  be  far 
from  favourable  to  the  integrity  of 
the  Germanic  empire. 

Thefe  apprehenfions  and  alarms 
gained  an  additional  weight  when 
feveral  Proteftant  princes  and  ftates 
of  the  empire,  following  the  afore- 
faid  example,  and,  in  the  midft  of 
a  war  deliberated  by  one  common 
accord,  did  not  hefitate  to  ceafe  co¬ 
operating  in  the  defence  of  the  Ger¬ 
manic  empire,  their  country,  by 
acknowledging  and  admitting  the 
line  of  demarcation  and  neutrality. 
The  danger  becoming  greater  every 
day,  his  Majefty  feveral  times  ap- 
prifed  the  ftates  of  the  empire  of  it, 
and  above  all  the  ecclefiaftical  ftates : 
he  ftrove  to  perfuade  them,  that 
their  farther  exiftence  was  threaten¬ 
ed  ;  that  there  were  forging  fecret- 
ly  plans  of  fecularization ;  and  that, 
according  to  appearances,  it  was  in¬ 
tended  not  to  affign  any  fort  of  in¬ 
demnity  to  the  ecclefiaftical  ftates, 
and  to  force  the  Germanic  empire, 
divided  and  incapable  of  defending 
itfelf,  to  accept  this  facrifice^as  the 
principal  bafts  of  the  conditions  of 
peace,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
French  forces,  united  with  the  Pro¬ 
teftant  power  dependent  on  Pruffia. 

Notwithftanaing  the  accuracy  of 
thefe  reprefentations  on  the  parf 
of  his  Majefty,  they  did  not  how¬ 
ever  wdfti  to  own  and  be  convinced 
of  them  till  now  ;  and  by  a  miftaken 
ceconomy  they  would  not  recur  to 
the  only  means  of  falvation  propof- 
ed  by  his  Majefty,  which  were  to 
oppofe  the  enemy  with  all  the  poffi¬ 
ble  forces  of  the  ftate,  At  prefent, 

fined 
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iince  the  projects  which  the  enemies 
themfelves  have  manifefted,  have 
tranfpired  by  the  negotiations  of 
peace  entered  upon  at  Paris  and 
rendered  public,  no  perfon  will 
doubt  the  apr  rehenfions  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  having  been  perfectly  well- 
founded,  that  the  fecularization  of 
the  different  eccleliaftical  hates  of 
the  empire  frill  continues  to  make 
part  of  the  enemy’s  deftruCtive  plan ; 
and  that,  in  confequence,  the  ad¬ 
monitions  of  his  Majefty,  and  his 
proclamation,  particularly  to  the 
ecclefiaftical  hates,  to  unite  them¬ 
felves  as  clofely  as  poflible  with  him, 
were  well  worthy  of  their  taking  the 
trouble  to  reflect  upon  them  in  time. 

The  ecclefiaftical  hates  cannot 
have  failed  to  obferve,  after  an  at¬ 
tentive  examination  of  the  nego¬ 
tiations  for  peace  opened  at  Paris, 
that  his  Majefty  wrould  not  acqui- 
efce  in  the  plans  prejudicial  to  the 
empire  ;  that  he  has  each  time  con- 
ftantly  rejected  them,  and  that  he 
has  manifefted  that  he  would  not 
accept  of  indemnities  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  faithful  and  patriotic 
hates  of  the  empire ;  that,  on  the 
contrary,  he  was  refolved  rather  to 
hazard  all,  and  to  make  his  laft  ef¬ 
forts,  than  be  forced  to  it. 

His  Majefty  experts  that,  in  the 

face  of  the  imminent  and  prefting 

dancer  which  menaces  the  ecclefi- 
* — > 

aftical  ftates,  the  electorates,  the 
principalities,  and  the  ‘other  ftates 
of  the  empire,  they  will  have  no¬ 
thing  more  at  heart  than  to  delibe- 
.  rate  among  themfelves  upon  the 
means  of  forming  a  clofe  union 
•with  the  auguft  houfe  of  Auftria, 
and  of  giving  luccour  to  his  Majef¬ 
ty  in  every  poftihle  manner,  by  lift¬ 
ing  all  the  forces,  all  the  means, 
which  are  in  their  power,  and  to 
strengthen  his  Majefty  in  the  geite- 
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rous  refolution  of  defending  with 
vigour,  both  during  the  war  and  at 
the  conclufton  of  peace,  the  rights 
and  the  caufe  of  the  eccleftaftical 
ftates  and  the  country. 

In  this  confident  expectation,  the 
Directorial  Archducal  embaffy  of 
Auftria  ftiall  pofttively  demand,  that 
the  contingents  of  all  the  ftates  of  the 
empire  which  expeCt  any  farther  af- 
fiftance  from  the  imperial  and  royal 
court,  be  furnifhed  as  fpeedily  as 
poftible,  complete,  according  to  the 
quintuple  proportion,  and  provid¬ 
ed  with  all  the  military  ftores,  as 
likewife  the  difdharge  of  the  arrears 
ftill  due  in  Roman  months,  &c.  in 
order  that,  at  the  opening  of  the 
enfuing  campaign,  where  it  will  be 
required  to  aCt  with  all  poftible  vi¬ 
gour,  we  may  afcertain  in  due  fea- 
fon  the  effective  amount  of  the 
troops  that  will  be  employed,  as 
well  as  the  other  auxiliary  means 
for  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the 
war. 

Imperial  Refer ipt  to  the  Diet  of  Ratljhon , 
ref  pelting  the furnijhing  of  the  Quin¬ 
tuple  Contingents. 

HIS  Majefty,  the  Emperor  and 
King,  has  not  ceafed  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  convince  the  ftates  of  the 
empire  during  the  prefent  war, 
that  the  vigorous  fupport  of  the  u- 
nited  empire  is  required  to  avert 
the  dancer  which  threatens  the 

4. 

Germanic  conftitution  with  total 
fubverfion.  This  danger  became 
the  more  manifeft,  ftnee  feveral 
princes  of  the  empire  entered  into 
feparate  negotiations  with  the 
French  republic,  and  by  fo  doing 
exempted  themfelves  from  all  fur¬ 
ther  aCtive  co-operation  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  Germany.  The  appre- 
heniions  which  his  Imperial  Majef¬ 
ty 
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ty  has  fo  frequently  exprefled,  that, 
to  all  appearances,  there  would  be 
propofed  plans  for  fecularizing  fe¬ 
deral  ecclefiaftical  ftates  of  the  em¬ 
pire  as  fundamental  terms  of  peace, 
have  been  confirmed  by  the  nego¬ 
tiations  lately  entered  into  at  Pa¬ 
ris  ;  and  the -  ecclefiaftical  ftates  of 
the  empire  cannot  but  have  remark¬ 
ed  his  Majefty’s  total  averfion  to 
confent  to  a  plan  fo  deftrudtive 
to  the  empire,  and  to  an  indemnity 
at  the  expence  of  his  patriotic  co- 
eftates ;  and  that  his  Imperial  Majefty 
would  rather  venture  every  extreme 
than  fufter  fuch  conditions  to  be 
forced  upon  him. 

His  Majefty,  therefore,  expedts, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  as  the  dan¬ 
ger  becomes  hourly  more  imminent, 
the  ftates  of  the  empire  will  moft 
fpeedily  unite,  and  by  exerting 
their  utmoft  efforts,  procure  all  pof- 
fible  aid  and  fapport,  in  order  to 
fecond  his  Imperial  Majefty  in  the 
generous  refolution  of  defending, 
in  the  moft  efficient  manner,  the 
caufe  of  the  ecclefiaftic  ftates  of  the 
empire,  both  in  war  and  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  peace.  To  attain,  how¬ 
ever,  this  falutary  end,  the  fur- 
nifhing  of  the  quintuple  contingent 
-is  an  objedt  of  immediate  neceffity. 

Baron  Von  Thugot. 

Vienna ,  Feb.  6,  1797. 

Derlaration  of  the  Prince  Bijhofi  of 

lVurt%burgh ,  in  A 'finer  to  the  Impe¬ 
rial  Kefcrijit . 

HIS  Serene  Highnefs  the  Prince 
Bhhop  of  Wurtzburgh  entered  in¬ 
to  the  prefent  war  on  the  principle 
©f  exerting  all  his  powers  to  fatisfy 
in  the  moft  fcrupulous  manner  the 
-conclufa  of  the  empire  refpedting 
the  furniftiing  of  the  contingents 
and  of  the  Roman  months.  His 
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Serene  Highnefs  has  long  been  con¬ 
vinced,  that,  had  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  fucceeded,  agreeable  to 
the  tenor  and  the  views  of  the  trea¬ 
ty  of  Baftl,  to  force  the  Imperial 
court  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube 
to  make  peace,  the  confequence 
would  have  been  the  overthrow  of 
the  Germanic  conftitution,  which 
muft  have  been  fubfcribed  to  in 
that  cafe;  the  ecclefiaftical  elective 
ftates  would  alfo  have  fallen,  and 
by  their  fall  that  of  other  ftates 
would  have  been  prepared. 

His  Serene  Highnefs  has  never 
fandtioned  any  unconftitutional 
meafure  with  his  confent ;  he  has 
fupported  at  all  times  the  common 
caufe  with  all  his  power,  and  will 
alfo  ftrive  in  future  to  prove  his 
unchangeable  attachment  to  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria.  No  arrears  for 
Roman  months  are  therefore  due 
from  his  Highnefs.  And  in  order 
to  complete  his  quintuple  contin¬ 
gent,  a  conftderable  levy  of  re¬ 
cruits  has  already  been  ordered, 
and  will  take  the  field,  provided 
with  all  necefiaries,  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  campaign.  His  High¬ 
nefs  has  fupplied  the  Imperial  ar¬ 
my  with  fruits,  to  the  amount  of 
6‘48,205  florins :  with  wood,  worth 
31,131  florins;  waggons,  at  the 
rate  of  20,753;  which,  including 
fome  other  articles  of  expenditure, 
will  occafion  a  lofs  of  300,000  flo¬ 
rins  for  the  diocefe  of  Wurtzburgh 
alone. 

In  other  refpedfs,  his  Highnefs 
the  Prince  Bifhop  is  convinced, 
that  there  adtually  exifts  in  Germa¬ 
ny  a  powerfukconfederation  of  the 
proteftant  princes,  who  have  re- 
folved  beforehand,  to  do  nothing 
more  to  ferve  the  common  caufe ; 
but  his  Highnefs  has  no  doubt  that, 
911  the  other  hand,  all  the  Catholic, 

efpecially 
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especially  the  ecclefiaftieal  elective 
princes,  unanimoufly  agree  in  the 
main  point  of  doing  every  thing 
for  the  common  canfe,  and  are  al¬ 
ready  united  with  the  Imnerial 
court ;  his  Highnefs,  at  leaft,  owns 
fuch  a  connexion  for  his  own  part, 
and  is  prepared  to  fuffer  all  the  vi- 
ciffitudes  which  this  covenant  may 
hereafter  produce,  and  which  can¬ 
not  but  turn  out  to  be  confolatory 
and  remunerating  to  the  fortitude 
and  the  pure  policy  of  the  Imperial 
court.  His  Highnefs,  with  the  reft 
of  his  ecclefiaftieal  co-ftates,  is  rea¬ 
dy  to  enter  into  a  more  explicit  and 
confidential  engagement  with  his 
Imperial  Majefty  upon  that  fubjedt, 
which  he  expedts  with  gratitude. 
IVurtzburgh ,  Feb.  15,  1797. 

Note  delivered  by  M.  de  Wt ethafovich , 
■Charge  tP' Affaires  of  Ruff  a  to  the 
Electoral  Circle ,  and  that  of  the  £7 [i- 
Jier  Rhine. 

ALTHOUGH,  in  the  adfual 
circumftances,  the  Emperor,  my 
auguft  matter,  thinks  it  not  riecef- 
fary  to  put  the  refolution  of  the  late 
Emprefs,  his  auguft  mother,  into 
execution, — his  Imperial  Majefty 
will  neverthelefs  not  remain  lets 
faithful  and  inviolably  attached  to 
the  alliances  and  obligations  enter¬ 
ed  into  in  refpedt  to  the  prefent 
war;  and  his  Majefty  is  firmly  re- 
folved  to  fupport  them  in  all  their 
I  integrity. 

The  conftderations,  the  intereft, 
i  and  folicitude  which  the  Emperor 
f  will  not  ceafe  to  take  for  the  well- 
1  being  of  the  German  empire,  can 
but  determine  his  Majefty  to  exhort 
the  ftates  and  members  compofmg 
!  that  body,  to  adl  in  common  con- 
:  cert  with  his  Majefty  the  Roman 
j  Emperor,  and  to  fulfil,  towards  their 
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fupreme  head,  thofe  duties  which 
the  conftitution  has  preferibed,  and 
on  which  the  falvation  and  tran¬ 
quillity  of  the  empire  depends. 

Jan.  11,  1797.  t 

Letter  of  Convocation  addreffed  to  the 

Plenipotentiary  Envoys  of  the  AJJocidtea 

States  of  Northern  Germany ,  by  Vote 

Dohm ,  the  P  ruff  an  Mhiijlcr.  1 

THE  underfigned  is  charged,  by 
the  exprefs  command  of  the  King 
of  Pruflia,  his  moft  gracious  Sove¬ 
reign,  to  make  the  following  over¬ 
tures  to  all  their  Excellencies  the 
Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Aftociated 
States  of  Northern  Germany,  dele¬ 
gated  to  aflemble  in  convention  at 
Hilderfheim.  The  general  concerns 
of  Germany,  with  regard  to  the* 
continuance  of  the  war,  ftill  remain 
in  a  moft  undecided  condition,  and 
the  confolitary  hope  of  a  general 
peace,  fo  devoutly  to  be  wiflied,  re¬ 
mains  as  yet  uncertain  and  remote 
to  the  laft  degree,  fince  the  nego¬ 
tiations  entered  upon  for  that  pur- 
pofe  may,  alas!  produce  a  farther 
and  more  obftinate  war,  rather 
than  bring  about  its  final  conclufion. 
In  this  perplexing  fituation,  it  cer-. 
tainly  is  a  happinefs  which  Nor¬ 
thern  Germany  cannot  fufficiently, 
praife,  to  fee  itfelf  entirely  freed, . 
not  only  from  the  miferies  of  this 
ravaging  war,  but  alfo  from  all  the 
inconveniences  connected  with  it, 
fuch  as  the  requifitions  of  the  belli¬ 
gerent  powers,  the  paffage  and 
marches  of  troops,  and  many  other 
fimilar  burdens.  It  needs  but  a 
flight  comparative  glance  at  the 
moft  piteous  ftate  of  the  countries 
of  Southern  Germany,  formerly 
fionrifhing,  and  now  ruined  for  a 
long  time  to  come,  in  order  to  feel, 
in  its  whole  extent,  the  happinefs 

of 
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of  the  northern  parts,  which  have, 
for  the  two  laft  campaigns,  enjoyed 
the  mod;  perfect  tranquillity. 

The  King  is  fully  convinced,  that 
it  can  be  unknown  to  none  of  his 
co-ftates,  who  participate  in  this 
blefling,  that  it  is  the  mere  refult 
of  the  indefatigable  exertions  of 
his  Majefty,  by  which  he  has  laid 
a  fafe  foundation  for  the  neutrality 
of  Northern  Germany,  and  moft 
effectively  protected  it  by  a  corps 
of  his  own  troops,  and  of  thofe  of‘ 
the  two  allied  courts.  His  Ma¬ 
jefty  has  further  coiifolidated  this 
neutrality,  by  the  formal  acceflion 
of  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  EleCtor 
of  Saxony,  in  virtue  of  a  fupple- 
mentary  article  added  to  the  con¬ 
vention  of  the  5th  of  Auguft,  1796, 
by  which  a  line  of  demarcation,  ex¬ 
tending  from-  the  utmoft  coafts  of 
the  North  Sea  to  the  Lower  Rhine, 
and  from  thence  to  Silefia,  encom- 
paffed  the  whole  north  of  Germa¬ 
ny.  The  two  affociations  in’Jthis 
vaft  extent  of  territory  muft  re¬ 
main  fepar'ate,  with  refpeCt  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  troops  drawn 
-out  to  cover  their  neutrality,  which 
is  done  in  Upper  Saxony  by  a  corps 
belonging  to  the  EleCtor  himfelf; 
but  with  regard  to  their  conmon 
clefign,  they  join  hands,  and  by  this 
enlargement,  effected  by  his  Majefty, 
the  neutrality  of  Northern  Germany 
receives  a  new  and  manifeft  im¬ 
portance. 

The  King  is  likewife  firmly  re- 
folved  to  fecure  farther,  and  until 
the  conclufion  of  the  war,  the  full 
enjoyment  of  the  neutrality  to  all 
the  aflociated  ftates,  to  pro t eft:  them 
and  their  territories  againft  every 
power,  and  to  defend  them  in  par¬ 
ticular,  at  all  times,  and  in  the  moft 
effeftual  and  powerful  manner,  a- 
gainft  the  incurftons  of  the  troops 
of  the  belligerent  powers,  againft 
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each  and  every  demand  of  military 
requifitions,  of  whatever  fort,  and 
the  levying  of  thofe  requifitions 
which  might  be  attempted  by  exe¬ 
cution,  and  againft  all  fimilar  bur¬ 
dens  of  war  <  likewife  to  fcreen 
* 

them  by  his  moft  forcible  interpo- 
fttion,  during  the  period  of  this 
neutrality,  from  all  the  fubfequenfc 
demands  of  fupplies  for  the  war  of 
the  empire. 

The  underfigned  is  expreftly  in- 
ftrufted  to  give  once  more  thefe 
definite  and  explicit  afiurances.  It 
affords  infinite  pleafure  to  his  Ma-  ■ 
jefty  to  have  thus  fecured  the  inva¬ 
luable  benefits  of  the  neutrality  to 
all  his  co-ftates,  connected  with 
his  dominions  by  their  topographi¬ 
cal  locality:  in  the  fame  manner  as 
it  has  been  done  to  his  own  territo¬ 
ries,  and  to  have  thus  given  them 
fo  lfrong  a  proof  of  his  friendly 
fentiments.  Befides  the  gratifying 
confcioufnefs  of  having  hitherto 
accompliflied  this  happy  end,  his 
Majefty  requires  no  other  proof  of 
gratitude  on  the  part  of  his  co- 
ftates,  than  that  they  fhoUld  con- 
tinue,  as  heretofore,  to  co-operate 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  troops* 
The  King  flatters  himfelf  the  more  : 
to  find  the  moft  perfect  readinefs  on 
their  part,  fince  the  burden  which 
will  arife  from  this  meafure  to  the 
countries  thus  protected,  does  not 
bear  the  moft  diftant  companion 
with  the  manifold  evils,  and  the 
probable  and  entire  ruin  averted 
from  them,  efpecially  fince  the  two 
courts  allied  with  his  Majefty,  and 
furniftiing  troops  in  a  like  manner, 
make  the  major  part  of  the  facrifi- 
ces  required  for  that  end.  This 
latter  circumftanee  muft  (hike  all 
the  aflociated  ftates  with  the  moft  • 
perfeCt  conviction  that  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  t  hofe  meafures  will  not  be 
prolonged  a  fmgle  moment  beyond 
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the  period  of  their  indifpenfable 
neceffity.  But  the  uiiderfigned  has 
his  Majefly ’s  direct  commands  to 
declare,  in  the  moil  pofitive  man¬ 
ner,  that  his  Majefly  deems  the 
continuance  of  thofe  meafures  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  for  the  prefent, 
as  he  will  only  find  himfelf  enabled 
by  the  corps  of  troops  which  is 
drawn  out,  covering  the  line  of 
demarcation,  maintaining  farther, 
in  the  moil  efficacious  manner,  the 
neutrality  of  the  countries  fituate 
within  their  precincts,  to  fulfil  the 
promiles  previoufly  given.  Yet  in 
this  he  will  not  commit  himfelf 
refpefting  thofe  very  poffibie  e- 
vcnts  which  accompany  the  viciffi- 
tudes  of  the  fortune  of  war.  But 
whereas  the  King  is  under  the  ne¬ 
ceffity  of  fetting  boundaries  to  the 
great  facrifices  he  has  already  made ; 
and  whereas  the  concurrence  far¬ 
ther  demanded  of  the  protected 
countries  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  troops  who  defend  them,  is  fo 
extremely  juft  and  equitable,  the 
nnderfigned  has  alfo  exprefs  orders 
herewith  to  declare,  that  in  the  un- 
expefled  cafe  of  the  majority  of  the 
Rates  not  difplaying  the  neceffary 
zeal  and  alacrity,  his  Majefly  will 
forthwith  withdraw  his  troops,  re¬ 
nounce  entirely  all  the  obligations 
which  he  has  voluntarily  taken  up¬ 
on  him  from  motives  of  patriotifm  ; 
fupprefs  totally  the  convention 
made  for  that  purpofe  with  the 
French  Republic,  and  confine  him¬ 
felf  folely  to  the  defence  of  his  own 
dominions,  abandoning  all  the  reft 
to  their  own  means  and  refources, 
and  making  known  his  intention  to 
the  belligerent  powers.  Should 
iuch  a  refolution  once  be  taken,  and 
the  corps  be  withdrawn,  nocircum- 
Rance,  of  what  complexion  foever, 
flxaJI  induce  his  Majefly  to  recur  a¬ 


gain  to  the  adoption  of  fimilar  mea¬ 
fures;  and  the  underfigned  is  o- 
bliged  to  announce  before-hand, 
that  his  Majefly  will  at  no  rate  inte- 
refl  himfelf  again  in  the  fate  of 
thofe  of  his  co-frates  who  lhall  not 
now  accept  of  the  friendly  proffer 
of  protection,  made  with  fo  much 
friendfhip,  and  fo  many  perfonaT 
facrifices. 

The  coldnefs  which  has  for  fomc 
time  pall  been  manifefted  from  va¬ 
rious  quarters,  relpefling  the  main¬ 
tenance  o'f  the  troops,  has  induced 
his  Majefly  to  authorife  the  under¬ 
figned  to  make  this  frank  and  ex¬ 
plicit  declaration,  and  to  give  the 
well-meant  warning  not  to  fuffer 
themfelves  to  be  deceived  by  the 
hope  of  a  fpeedy  peace,  but  rather 
to  rely  upon  the  fufficiently  public- 
fpirited  and  patriotic  fentiments  of 
the  King,  and  his  Majefly ’s  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  general  fituation  of 
public  affairs,  and  to  entertain  the 
firm  confidence  that,  his  Maj eft/ 
would  certainly,  and  with  great 
pleafure  to  his  co-flates,  fave  the 
burdens  required  by  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  troops,  if  there  was 
the  leafl  poffibility  of  fecuring  to 
their  territories  the  benefits  of  the 
neutrality,  and  all  the  advantages 
which  have  hitherto  accrued  from 
it,  without  fuch  a  meafure. 

That,  however,  the  laving  of 
the  burdens  occafioned  by  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  troops,  according  to 
the  general  fituation  of  affairs,  be¬ 
ing  impoffible,  and  his  Majefly 
deeming  it  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
preferve  the  corps  of  observation 
till  the  conclufion  of  a  peace,  if  the 
tranquillity  and  neutrality  of  Nor¬ 
thern  Germany  are  to  be  maintain¬ 
ed,  his  Majefly  doubts  not  but  all 
bis  aflbeiated  co-flates  will  fhe\r 
their  readinefs  for  that  purpofe,  in 
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the  maintenance  of  the  troops, 
difplay  proper  zeal  in  a  meafure  fo 
clofely  connected  with  felf-prefer- 
vation,  and  render  practicable  the 
farther  execution  of  the  beneficent 
defigns  of  his  Majeby. 

With  this  confidence,  the  under¬ 
signed,  by  Supreme  command,  has 
the  honour  to  make  known  to  you, 
&c.  & c. 

[Here  follow  two  articles,  fpeci- 
fying  the  Supplies  to  be  granted, 
for  three  months  longer,  in  flour, 
oats,  hay,  and  Straw,  for  the  P ruf¬ 
fian-,  Hanoverian,  and  Brunfwick 
troops,  at  two  different  periods, 
viz.  the  15thinftant,  and  the  1ft  of 
April.  In  order  to  Secure  the  fub- 
fiftence  of  the  troops  in  future, 
the  dates  of  Northern  Germany 
are  to  meet  in  convention  at  Hi- 
delfheim  on  the  20th  inliant,  or  to 
fend  Plenipotentiaries  to  regulate 
the  quotas  of  Supplies,  in  neceffa- 
ries  or  in  money,  for  as  long  as  the 
war  may  lad.] 

As  thofe  deliberations  (in  con¬ 
vention  at  Hideldieim)  will  pre¬ 
clude  all  Subjects  not  eflentially  and 
diredfly  relating  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  troops,  the  underlined  will 
lofe  no  time  to  terminate  them 
with  the  utmod  Speed,  and  not  to 
detain  the  .Plenipotentiaries  a  mo¬ 
ment  longer  than  diall  be  neceflary 
from  following  their  other  affairs. 
The  flattering  confidence  with 
which  the  underfigned  has  hitherto 
been  honoured  in  the  late  negoti¬ 
ations,  makes  him  equally  confident 
that  his  zeal  and  activity  will  be 
entirely  depended  upon  in  that  bufi- 
nefs.  He  has  only  mod  urgently 
to  requed  that,  for  the  fake  of  dif- 
patch,  the  dates  may  furnifli  their 
Plenipotentiaries  with  full  inbruc- 
tions  for  the  purpofe,  which  has 
been  thus  plainly  notified,  in  order 


not  to  wade  time  in  fending  fo? 
new  ones,  but  that  the  neceflary  re- 
folutions  may  be  taken,  not  only 
for  the  farther  fubflantial  regulation 
of  the  maintenance,  but  for  the 
obligatory  aflfent  to  the  fame  to  the 
end  of  the  war. 

The  underfigned  has  it  like-wife 
in  command  to  requed,  that  their 
Excellencies  the  Plenipotentiaries 
may  arrange  matters  in  Such  a  man¬ 
ner  as  not  to  quit  the  convention 
till  the  date  of  affairs  {hall  permit 
its  fufpenfion  or  conclufion,  flnce 
the  gradual  departure  of  many  Ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  has  formerly  occa¬ 
sioned  a  precipitate  fufpenfion  of 
the  fil'd:  convention,  which  has, 
been  highly  prejudicial  to  the  dif- 
patching  of  bufinefs.  His  Majedy 
will  alfo  confider  the  fulfilment  of 
this  with,  and  the  infallible  meeting 
of  the  convention,  according  as  it 
is  expedted  to  meet,  as  a  gratifying 
proof  that  his  ferene  co-dates  with 
to  do  juftice  to  his  efforts  and  fa- 
crifices. 

And  the  underfigned  alfo  looks 
forward  for  the  defired  anfwer  ref- 
pedting  the  fourth  fending  of  fnp- 
nlies,  before  the  expiration  of  the 
prefent  month ;  and  hopes  to  have 
the  honour  and  pleafure  to  fee  again 
their  Excellencies  the  Plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  at  the  fecond  opening  of  the 
convention,  on  February  20. 

(Signed)  Dohm. 

Halberdadt,  jan.  4,  1797. 


Cleves ,  \A>  Nivofe  (Jan.  3). 

The  Adminijlrators  of  the  Cantons  of 
Cleves  and  Xanten  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  faul  Cantons . 

Citizens, 

HE  diredlor-gcneral  of  the 
conquered  countries  between 

the 
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the  Me  life  and  the  Rhine,  having 
flie  entire  adminiftration  of  thofe 
countries,  could  not  fee  without 
the  greateft  furprile  the  order  of  the 
RoyalChamber  of  W  arand  Domains 
of  Wefel,  and  of  the  regency  of 
Emmerich,'  dated  the  29th  of  De¬ 
cember  (O.  S.),  which  forbids  the 
cutting  down  of  wood  fold,  under 
the  penalty  of  re  dilution  and  re- 
prifal. 

We  fhould  be  effentially  wanting 
in  the  difcharge  of  our  duties  and 
obedience,  if  we  flittered  other 
authorities  to  interfere  in  the  ad- 
minillrative  affairs  of  our  cantons, 
Without  having  prevloufly  received 
a  formal  order  from  our  fuperiors. 

You  have  feen  feveral  times  or¬ 
dinances  emanating  from  thofe  au¬ 
thorities^  you  have  feen  alfo  that 
* 

the  French  government  has  not,  on 
that  account,  difcon tinned  the  di¬ 
rection  of  P ruffian  as  \yell  as  of 
other  countries.  Do  not  doubt 
that  they  will  ftiil  continue  it;  you 
will,  perhaps,  be  convinced  of  it 
when  you  fhall  pay  attention  tG  the 
manner  in  which  the  ordinances 
have  been  communicated.  We  ap« 
eal  to  the  members  of  thofe  chamb¬ 
ers,  if  a  foreign  authority  were 
to  intimate  orders  to  them,  would 
not  they  fay,  with  reafon,  “We 
have  a  fovereign;  it  is  only  to  him 
that  we  owe  obedience  f  and  would 
not  they  continue  their  functions 
without  paying  any  attention  to 
the  order?  We  are  therefore,  de¬ 
termined,  citizens,  to  maintain 
with  firmnefs  all  the  operations 
undertaken,  or  to  be  undertaken, 
in  the  name  of  the  government 
which  we  reprefent,  and  to  punifli 
exemplarily  all  thofe  who  fhall  fhew 
any  difobedience  in  any  manner 
whatever.  But  you  have  already 
given  us  fufficient  marks  of  your 
obedience  to  make  ns  believe  that 

•  ¥ot.  JQCXJX. 
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we  fliall  not  be  forced  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  fuch  extremities. 

(Signed)  Wasseinel.  Seida 

Declaration  Jiubujhed  by  the  Prujjian 

Government  at  Wefel. 

THE  Royal  Chamber  of  War 
and  Domains  has  learned,  with 
furprife,  from  feveral  quarters  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine,  that 
the  French  agents  infill:  not  only 
upon  the  payment  of  the  firff  in- 
ftalment  of  the  contribution  of 
3,000,000,  but  that  a  fixed  number 
of  men  are  alfo  to  be  put  in  requi- 
lition,  to  cut  down  the  wood  def- 
tined  to  be  fold.  And  whereas  an 
ediCt,  publiffied  by  the  King’s  fu  - 
preme  command,  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  declares  fuch  a  pro¬ 
ceeding  unlawful,  and  contrary  to 
the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at 
Bade;  the  Magiflrates  of  Xan ten 
can  by  no  means  be  farther  author- 
ifed  to  make  payments  of  a  fimilar 
defcription,  and  to  do  actions  di¬ 
rectly  in  oppofition  to  his  Majefty’s 
Royal  intention.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  the  French  agents,  upon  a  ma- 
turer  inveffigation  of  the  matter, 
will  be  of  the  fame  opinion  ;  and 
the  magiftrates  of  Xanten  need  to 
be  the  lefs  afraid  of  compulfion  by 
military  execution,  which  would 
render  the  French  agent  refponfi- 
ble,  fince  we  are  informed  that  the 
orders  of  the  Directory  at  Paris, 
purporting  that  the  Royal  Pruffian 
provinces  fliall  be  exempted  from 
all  farther  requifitions  and  contri¬ 
butions,  are  already  arrived  at  Aix4 
la  Chapel le. 

(Signed)  Seimburger, 

Von  Bernotii, 

WULFING. 

Done  at  Wefel,  in  the  Royal 
Chamber  of  War  and  Do¬ 
mains,  January  6th,  1797. 

Z  Prwijhy 
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Pr&vifory  Regulations  for  the  P rujf an 
Provinces  ftuate  on  the  left  Bank  of 
■the  Rhine. 

Art.  I.  ON  the  1  ft  Germinal, 
©f  the  fifth  year  of  the  Republic 
(March  21,  1797)  all  the  French 
adminiftrations,  under  what  deno¬ 
mination  foever  they  may  have 
been  organized,  fhall  entirely  ceafe 
their  functions.  In  order  to  re¬ 
place  them,  and  examine  their  ope¬ 
rations,  there  fhall  be  created  an 
intermediate  commifiion  of  five 
members,  one  of  whom  fhall  be 
perpetual  prefident.  The  commif- 
fion  fhall  re  fide  at  Bonn. 

II.  The  ancient  conflitutions, 
iifages,  cu'ftoms,  lawsv  and  contri¬ 
butions,  fhall  be  re-eftablifhed  at 
the  above  mentioned  period,  for 
the  Pruffian  provinces  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Rhine.  Their  magif- 
tracies,  chambers  of  juftice,  and  fi¬ 
nances,  fhall  refume,  with  full  right, 
their  functions.  The  clergy  of  all 
.orders  fhall  remain  in  the  entire 
poffieffion  of  their  property  ;  and 
no  wood  fhall,  under  any  pretence, 
be  felled,  without  a  fpecial  and  ex¬ 
planatory  order  from  the  command¬ 
er  in  chief  of  the  French  army, 
called  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe ; 
be  it-  however  obferved  that,  until 
farther  orders,  the  authority  of  the 
Republic  is  the  only  one  that  ought 
to  be  acknowledged  in  the  conquer¬ 
ed  countries, 

TIL  The  intermediate  commif¬ 
fion  fhall  appoint  a  eommiffioner 
tvith  the  Pruffian  adminiftrations, 
whole  functions  fhall  be  to  watch 
over  the  execution  of  the  orders 
given,  either  by  the  commander 
in  chief  or  by  the  commiffion,  to 
receive  and  tranfmit  to  the  com¬ 
miffion  the  requeits,  either  of  the 
adminifp'ation$  or  private  individu¬ 


als  ;  as  likewife  all  the  inftru&ions 
he  may  happen  to  obtain,  and  to 
give  information  to  the  government 
refpeCHng  the  conduct  adopted  by 
fome  of  its  former  agents  in  the 
conquered  countries. 

IV.  Immediately  after  the  inftal- 
lation  of  the  magiftracie§,  which 
fhall  be  certified  by  an  authentic 
act  (jiroces  verbal)  the  chamber  of 
finances  of  the  Pruffian  provinces* 
fhall  order  the  agents  of  the  former 
adminiftrations  to  give  a  detailed 
account  of  their  operations,  which 
it  fhall  examine  and  forward  to  the 
intermediate  commiffion,.  with  fuch 
remarks  as  it  fhall  think  proper  to 
add  thereto. 

V.  The  new  magiitrates  fhall 
correfpond  with  the  intermediate 
commiffion  on  fuch  matters  as  re¬ 
late  to  their  adminiftration ;  they 
fhall  addrefs  to  the  commiffion  all 
the  juft  requefts  which  they  may 
deem  proper  to  form,  and  give  eve¬ 
ry  month  a  minute  account  of  their 
conduCt. 

VI.  The  produce  of  the  taxes  of 
the  faid  Pruffian  ftates,  of  which  the 
mode  of  collection  fhall  without  de¬ 
lay  be  fixed,  as  well  as  the  arrears 
due  on-  the  forced  Joan,  fhall  be 
thrown,  without  any  deduction,  in¬ 
to  the  cheft  of  the  paymafter-ge- 
neral  of  the  army,  who  will  give 
proper  receipts. 

VII.  By  virtue  of  the  execution 
of  the  preceding  article,  no  requi- 
fition  in  money  or  provisions  fhall 
be  made  in  the  Pruffian  provinces. 
Should,  however,  the  events  of  the 
war,  or  other  circumftances,  render 
neceffary  a  fupply  of  provifions  or 
cattle;  or  fliould  the  want  offpecie 
oblige  the  perfons  paying  contribu¬ 
tions  to  acquit  themfelves  in  arti¬ 
cles  of  daily  confumption,  the  pro- 
vifiQus  fhall  be  received  at  the  prices 
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hereafter  mentioned,  and  in  defal¬ 
cation  of  the  taxes,  namely,  a  quin¬ 
tal  of  wheat,  nine  livres ;  a  quintal 
of  rye,  barley,  or  fpelt,  fix  litres  t 
a  fack  of  oats,  of  fix  Parifian  bufhels, 
fix  livres  ;  a  quintal  of  hay,  two 
livres  five  foils ;  a  quintal  of  ft  raw, 
one  livre ;  a  pound  of  meat,  four  fous 
fix  deniers. 

VIII.  The  members  of  the  ma- 
gifterial  corporations,  and  the  bai¬ 
liffs,  who,  for  any  caufe  whatever, 
may  have  transferred  their  refidence 
to,  or  prefervcd  the  fame  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  are  au- 
thorifed  and  invited  to  refume  their 
charges.  In  cafe  of  the  demifs  of 
any  member  of  the  chambers,  tri¬ 
bunals,  or  bailiwicks,  the  interme¬ 
diate  commiflion  is  authorifed  to 
appoint  to  the  vacant  places,  per- 
fons  recommended  as  proper  ob¬ 
jects  by  the  magiftrates,  who  are  to 
be  immediately  reinftalled. 

Thefe  prefents,  corroborated  with 
the  feal  of  command,  and  delivered 
to  the  deputies  of  the  P ruffian  pro¬ 
vinces,  have  been  refolved  at  Co¬ 
logne,  the  22d  Ventofe,  5th  year  of 
the  Republic  (March  12,  1797.) 
The  General  commanding  in 
chief  the  army  of  the  Sam- 
bre  and  Meufe,  charged  bv 
the  Executive  Directory  with 
the  general  adminiftration  of 
the  conquered  countries. 
(Signed)  Lazarus  Hoche. 

Promulgated  at  Wefel, 

March  18,  1797. 

Fditt  fublijhed  at  Berlin. 

Frederic  William ,  by  the  Grace  of  God ’, 
King  of  Frvjjla ,  &c.  &c. 

HAVING  underftood  that  the 
Aulic  Council  of  Vienna  have 
adopted,  without  ever  confnlting 
us,  different  meafures,  on  the  re- 


queft  of  one  party,  and  wholly  to 
the  advantage  of  the  complainants, 
by  which  they  have  attacked  us 
and  our  rights,  and  diftuaded  our 
fubjefts  from  performing  thofe  ob¬ 
ligations  which  they  have  contract¬ 
ed  on  oath  with  us,  and  have  even 
formally  fummoned  thofe  of  the 
Equeftrian  Order  not  to  regard  us 
as  their  Sovereign,  * —  the  meafures 
which  they  have  adopted,  by  print¬ 
ing  and  circulating  them,  to  miflead 
our  fubjedts,  are, 

I  ft.  A  mandate  of  the  An  IN 
Council,  dated  March  1 7th,  1797, 
on  the  fubjeCt  of  the  claims  of  the 
fovereignty  of  Brandenbourg  againft 
the  bifhopric  of  Etchftadt.  2d.  A 
conclufum  of  the  Aulic  Council,  of 
the  23d  March,  concerning  the  pre¬ 
tentions  of  the  fovereignty  of  Bran¬ 
denbourg  againft  the  Equeftrian 
Order  in  Franconia.  3d.  A/m,  of 
the  8th  of  April,  and  againft  the 
imperial  town  of  Welfteinbourg. 
4th.  Idem,  March  5th,  & c.  againft 
the  EleCfor  of  Cologne,  as  Grand 
Mafter  of  the  Teutonic  Order. 
5th.  Idem,  May  9th,  Ac.  againft  the 
imperial  town  of  Nuremberg. 

Confidering  what  the  laws  of  the; 
empire  prefcribe,  we  can  by  no 
means  regard,  nor  will  regard,  thefe 
meafures  as  legally  valid  and  obli¬ 
gatory,  but,  on  the  contrary^  avs 
muft  conftder  them  as  real  encroach* 
ments  on  our  rights  of  fovereignty, 
and  peculiarly  prejudicial :  we,  in 
confequence,  therefore,  folemnly 
and  ferioufty,  by  the  prefent  pa¬ 
tent,  advife  and  forewarn  all  thofe 
of  the  Equeftrian  Order  who  have 
hitherto  belonged  to  the  canton  ; 
pf  the  Equeftrian  Order  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  as  alfo  all  other  perfons  whofe 
fovereigns  belong  to  the  Equeftrian 
Order,  or  are  neighbouring  princes, 
not  to  fwerve  in  the  leaft  degree 
Z  2  from 
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from  their  duties  as  fubje&s :  we 
affure  them  that  our  intention  has 
never  been  to  interfere  with  the 
oath  which  they  have  taken  to 
their  refpebtive  fovereigns ;  and 
we  promife  to  protect  them  with 
all  our  power  again  ft  every  one. 
At  the  fame  time  we  would  apprife 
all  thofe  who  fhall  attempt  to  dil- 
fuade  any  fuhjecft  from  his  due  al¬ 
legiance  to  us,  that  they  will  be 
profecuted  in  the  mo  ft  rigorous 
manner. 

Frederic  Guillaume. 

Fenkilstein  AlvEnsieben. 

FIardenberg  Haugwitz. 

Given  at  Berlin,  June  14,  1797. 

V reclamation  jiubl'ifncd  at  Nuremberg  on 
the  A,t h  July,  1797. 

WHAT  has  taken  place  to¬ 
day*  in  the  barracks,  has  induc¬ 
ed  a  great  part  of  the  burghers 
and  inhabitants  of  this  city  to  take 
an  atftive  part  in  the  event,  without 
being  invited  by  the  magiftrate } 


and  their  conduct  upon  this  occa* 
lion  has  produced  the  effect,  that 
the  plan  formed  by  a  detachment 
of  Pruffian  troops,  to  drive  the  mi* 
litary  of  the  city  from  their  bar¬ 
racks,  has  completely  failed.  ,The 
fenate  is  very  lar  from  mifunder* 
Handing  the  motives  of  this  aeftion. 
They  are  convinced  that  too  ani¬ 
mated  a  zeal  for  the  juft  eaufe  of 
this  city,  and  too  exalted  a  patriot- 
ifm,  have  been  generally  the  in¬ 
citement.  Although  fuch  motives 
deferve  the  general  gratitude,  yet 
the  fenate  confider  it  as  one  of  their 
duties,  and  think  themfelves  oblig  • 
ed  to  forewarn  thefe  perfons  of  the 
dangerous  effects  to  which  they  are 
expofed  by  taking  part,  without  be¬ 
ing  invited,  in  the  events  which  did 
not  demand  their  intervention. 

The  fenate  believe  the  burghers 
to  be  fufficiently  enlightened,  to  be 
convinced  themfelves  that  the  fu- 
preme  head  of  the  empire  will  fup- 
port  with  fuitable  energy  the  juft 
decree  of  the  9ih  May  againft  the 


*  The  third  of  July  had  been  fixed  upon  by  the  Pruffians  a?  the  laft  period  for 
the  evacuation  ofthe  barracks  occupied  by  the  Nuremberg  troops  upon  the  territo¬ 
ry  5  to  the  polfeffion  of  which  they  form  pretenfions.  In  cafe  of  refufal,  force  was 
to  be  employed  ;  yet  the  voluntary  evacuation  did  not  take  place.  The  garrifon, 
confining  of  eighty-eight  men,  had  received  orders  to  maintain  their  poll,  even  if 
the  laft  extremity  were  recurred  to.  On  the  third  of  July,  a  detachment  of  310 
PruMian  huffars,  grenadiers,  fuzileers,  and  chafleu rs.  commanded  by  a  Major,  made 
their  appearance.  The  gate  ofthe  barracks  was  forced,  the  ganifon  defended  it- 
lelf :  an  officer  of  Pruffian  grenadiers  and  four  foldiers  were  wounded,  and  the  at¬ 
tack  failed.  A  truce  of  five  hours  was  concluded,  and  in  this  interval  frefh  in- 
ftruflions  from  the  fenate  were  expefted.  At  nine  o'clock  a  capitulation  was 
agreed  upon,  Hating  that  the  garrifon  ffiould  quit  the  barracks,  drums  beating,  and 
with  ali  the  honours  of  war.  The  capitulation  was,  in  facl,  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion  ;  but  as  foon  as  it  was  made  public,  a  violent  ferment  broke  out  among  the  ci¬ 
tizens  affembled  ;  a  great  numlier  armed  themfelves  with  all  kinds  of  arms,  and  ap¬ 
peared  determined  to  make  ule  of  them.  The  prudent  conduc'd  of  the  Pruffian  ma¬ 
jor  prevented  all  difoider  in  this  critical  moment :  he  retired  at  ten  o’clock  with 
his  detachment.  A  troop  of  aimed  populace  afterwards  demanded  permiffion  from 
the  fenate  to  drive  away  the  Pruffian  garrifon  which  was  ftationed  under  the  gates 
of  the  two  fubui  hs ;  but  this  demand  was  refufed,  and  it  was  only  permitted  to 
the  burghers  to  guard  the  gates  conjointly  with  the  P ruffians.  In  the  afternoon 
the  magiftrate  pubhfliecl  the  above  pre-c  tarnation* 
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F  ruffian  regency,  and  which  the 
fenate  have  juft  rendered  public; 
they  invite  them,  in  confequence, 
to  wait  quietly  for  the  iiftie,  and  not 
to  expofe  themfelves  and  their  fa¬ 
milies  to  danger  by  ufelefs  ref  fi¬ 
ance,  and  a  too  exalted  patriotic 
zeal. 

The  fenate  having  thus  fatisfied 
the  defire  of  the  burghers,  by  con¬ 
fiding  to  them  for  a  time  the  care  of 
the  gates,  expert  that  they  will  re¬ 
member  the  promife  they  have  made 
to  abftain  from  all  exceffes  and  pre¬ 
cipitate  fteps,  and  leave  entirely  to 
the  magiftrate  and  fupreme  tribunal 
of  the  empire,  the  care  of  termi¬ 
nating  this  affair. 

Suhftance  of  a  Letter  addreffed  by  the 
Elector  of  Saxony  to  his  Majejiy  the 
King  of  Erujfia ,  relative  to  the  late 
Differences fubffting  between  that  Mo¬ 
narch  and  his  Neighbours  in  Franco¬ 
nia. 

FAR  from  meaning  to  decide 
upon,  or  to  call  in  queftion  the  va¬ 
lidity  of  the  pretentions  of  your 
Majefty  to  the  rights  of  fovereign- 
ty,  which,  in  later  times,  have  been 
enjoyed  bv  feveral  of  your  neigh¬ 
bours  in  Franconia,  reputed,  in 
confequence,  to  be  members  of  the 
Equeftrian  Order  of  the  empire,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  fuppofe,  from 
the  known  equity  of  your  Majeftv, 
that  you  will  not  determine  to  af~ 
fume  thefe  rights  without  imparti¬ 
ally  examining  your  pretentions, 
and  that  all  the  fteps  which  are 
taken  refperting  the  principalities 

of  Franconia  have  been  direrted  bv 

* 

juftice,  and  a  defire  to  pave  a  way 
(for  you  and  your  electoral  houfe, 
.and  for  the  advantage  of  the  fub- 
jerts  of  Franconia,  fuffering  from 
the  differences  that  have  arifen  re- 
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fperting  the  fovereigniv)  which 
may  lead  to  a  diftinrt  and  amicable 
conciliation  of  all  their  refpertive 
rights.  Your  Majefty,  however,  is 
too  enlightened  not  to  be  convinc¬ 
ed,  that,  after  all  the  laws  which 
have  been  made,  pretentions  to 
rights  which  are  not  united  with 
the  poffeftion  muft  be  previoufly 
referred  to  the  judge,  and  decided, 
in  order  to  be  able  to  come  at  the 
enjoyment  of  them;  and  that  the 
arbitrary  deputing  of  him  who  is 
artually  in  pofleffion,  cannot  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  any  one.  In  truth,  it 
cannot  be  doubted,  that  if  your  Ma¬ 
jefty  had  employed  meafures  of  ne¬ 
gotiation  with  the  different  powers, 
it  was  much  to  be  feared  that  the 
bufinefs  would  not  have  been  fpee- 
dily  terminated  and  arranged.  But 
this  confideration  was  not  fufficient 
to  fet  you  above  all  the  laws  againft 
arbitrary  power,  which  are  fo  faiu- 
tary  in  themfelves,  and  fo  inter¬ 
woven  with  the  fpirit  of  the  Ger¬ 
manic  conftitution.  We  can  no 
longer  accufe  the  fupreme  tribunals 
of  the  empire  with  partiality  and 
injuftice:  if  they  exercife  their 
funrtions  agreeably  to  the  laws  by 
which  they  fhould  be  guided,  and 
if  they  apply  them  to  the  artions 
and  condurt  of  your  Majefty,  the 
confequences  which  will  refult  from 
it  will  be  felt.  Your  Majefty  has 
been  revered  with  reafon  by  a  great 
part  of  the  empire,  as  one  of  the 
ftrft  defenders  of  the  conftitution  ; 
.and  what  matter  of  affliction  will  it 
not  be  for  every  ftate  of  the  em¬ 
pire  torn  from  the  country,  if  that 
confidence,  which  is  founded  upon 
veneration,  is  weakened  by  the  new 
fteps  taken  in  Franconia!  I  leave 
to  your  Majefty’s  wifdom  to  de¬ 
cide,  whether  thefe  premature  fteps 
will  not  lead  them  to  form  very  cu- 
Z  3  rious 


353  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1 797. 


Tien'S  notions  of  the  Germanic  affo- 
ciation,  whefe  founders  had  for 
their  principal  cbjeft  the  fupport 
of  the  laws  of  the  empire,  and  the 
prefervation  of  its  conftitution? 
Upon  the  feizure  of  the  county  of 
Schaumbourg  by  Heffe,  your  Ma¬ 
jefty  teftified  that  a  member  of  that 
affociation  would  draw  upon  him 
the  reproaches  of  the  whole  body, 
if  he  attempted  to  difpoffefs  a  co- 
eftate  of  the  empire  without  hav¬ 
ing  recourfe  to  a  judicial  procefs.  I 
confefs  that  that  differed  in  feveral 
particulars  from  the  prefent  cafe; 
but  they  are  fimilar  in  refpeef  to  the 
arbitrary  procedure  in  both  cafes, 
it  is  fatisfaftorv  for  me  to  learn,  that 
after  having  concluded  an  arrange¬ 
ment  with  different  dates,  your 
Majefty  hopes  that  the  fame  thing 
will  take  place  with  neighbouring 
dates.  I  conflder  the  fpeedy  ful- 
ir  merit  of  this  profpe&'as  the  only 
means  of  preventing  thofe  confe- 
quences  which  will  follow  from  a 
juridical  information  if  the  differ¬ 
ence  cannot  otherwise  be  accom¬ 
modated.  '  After  all  thefe  confide - 
rations,  and  conformably  to  the 
fentiments  of  friendfhip  and  vene¬ 
ration  which  I  feel  for  your  Majefty, 
I  intreat  you  to  employ  ultimately 
the  mod  proper  means  for  effecting 
an  equitable  arrangement  with  the 
dates  of  the  empire,  and  to  remove 
every  thing  which  looks  like  being 
unconftitutional  in  your  conduct  to 
thefe  dates. 


Madrid. ,  March  If. 
T reclamation  of  the  King  of  Spain. 

^IPHE  glory  of  my  crown  and  the 
-1  honour  of  my  people,  with 
the  government  of  whom  I  have 
been  entrufted  by  Divine  provi¬ 


dence,  and  the  intereft  I  take  in 
defending  their  rights,  and  in  ob¬ 
taining  a  juft  fatisfaftion  for  the  in- 
fults  they  have  fuftained  bv  the 

*  j 

Englifti,  by  a  notable  infraction  of 
the  mod  folemn  treaties,  founded 
upon  the  reciprocal  utility  of  both 
ftates,  obliged  me,  contrary  to  my 
pacidc  intentions,  to  enter  into  a 
new  war,  when  hardly  difen gaged 
from  that  which  I  had  maintained 
againft  the  French  republic,  which 
terminated  in  an  honourable  peace 
that  fecured  the  tranquillity  and 
happinefs  of  my  faithful  i objects. 
But  to  confolidate  this  important 
benefit,  and  to  contribute  to  the  re- 
pofe  of  which  Europe  ftoed  fo  much 
in  need,  I  find  myfelf  under  the 
indifpenfable  necedity  of  entering 
into  new  engagements,  which  re¬ 
quire  an  enormous  expence  and 
immenfe  provifton. — As  it  has  ever 
been  my  principal  object  to  unite 
the  high  dignity  of  my  crown  with 
tire  good  of  my  fubjefts,  already  to 
much  oppreffed  by  the  weight  of 
the  public  revenue  as  fcarcely  to 
admit  of  any  new  impofts,  I  have 
not  availed  myfelf  of  the  power 
with  which  I  am  invefted,  nor  a- 
dopted  any  of  the  means  pointed 
out  to  me  as  capable  of  producing 
the  defired  effect;  being  perfuaded 
that,  on  the  contrary,  it  would  be 
more  convenient  to  adopt  other 
meafures,  which  may  greatly  faci¬ 
litate  the  neceflarv  fuccours,  fuch 

y  / 

as  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  loan 
upon  the  revenue  of  tobacco,  cre¬ 
ated  by  my  auguft  predecefior,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  royal  decree  of  De¬ 
cember  17,  1782,  and  conformable 
to  my  edict  of  December  10,  1794, 
which  will  effectually  unite  the  ne- 
ceffities  of  the  ftate  with  the  good 
of  individuals,  of  which  it  is  com¬ 
peted.  The  return  of  the  capital 

having 
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having  the  moft  advantageous  fecu- 
rity,  will  tend  to  infure  the  future 
fubfiftence  of  families,  without  the 
rifle  to  which  money  might  be  ex- 
pofed  when  at  the  arbitrary  difpofal 
of  inexperienced  and  diffipated 
youth — I  have  therefore  refolved 
to  open  the  above  loan  for  the  term 
of  one  year,  reckoning  from  the  ift 
of  January,  1797,  with  the  liberty 
of  continuing  the  fame  as  I  may 
find  it  convenient. 

(Signed) 

I  the  King, 

A  If  raid  of a  P rQclamation  ijfued  hy  the 
Court  of  Sjiain ,  relative  to  the  Prohi¬ 
bition  of  pngl'Jh  Merchandize, 

THE  firft  article  prohibits  the 
importation  into  Spain  of  all  Bri- 
tifh  goods  and  manufactures,  and 
likewife  of  all  articles  that  have 
been  conveyed  to  any  port  of 
Great  Britain,  and  fubjedf  to  a 
duty,  under  any  pretence  what¬ 
ever. 

The  fourth  article  enjoins  all 
perfons  who  have  Englifli  goods  in 
their  poffeffion,  to  deliver  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fame  within  fifteen 
days  after  the  date  of  the  proclama¬ 
tion,  and  grants  fix  months  for  the 
bale  of  the  goods  fpecihed  in  the  in¬ 
ventory.  Thofe  that  neglect  to 
make  a  declaration  within  the  pe¬ 
riod  abovementioned,  are  informed 
by  the  fifth  article  that  the  goods 
will  be  confifcated. 

The  fixth  article  ftates,  that  fuch 
prohibited  goods  as  (hall  not  be  dif- 
pofed  of  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months 
allowed  for  that  purpofe,  fhall  be 
fold  by  public  auction  in  lots.  The 
price  of  each  article  cannot  exceed 
the  price  of  the  fame  kind  of  goods 
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before  the  war:  the  value  fhall, 
therefore,  be  afeertained  before  the 
fale. 

The  merchants  who  may  not 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  difpofe 
of  all  the  Britifh  merchandife  in 
their  poffeflions,  and  who  may  not 
choofe  to  have  the  refidue  fold  in 
the  manner  ftated  in  the  preceding 
article,  will  be  permitted  to  fend 
them  to  Cadiz,  whence  they  may 
export  them  to  the  Weft  Indies. 

The  Englifli  merchandife  that 
may  be  imported  fubfequent  to  the 
proclamation,  fhall  be  confifcated, 
together  with  the  fhips  or  other  ve¬ 
hicles  by  which  they  were  convey¬ 
ed.  The  carriers  of  thefe  goods,  if 
it  fliould  be  proved  in  evidence  that 
they  added  with  intent  to  evade  this 
proclamation,  fhall  be  imprifoned 
for  the  term  of  eight  years. 

The  fourteenth  article  provides, 
that,  three  months  after  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  royal  fchedule,  no 
merchandife  fhall  be  received  in  the 
ports  of  Spain  from  foreign  parts 
without  the  magiftrate’s  or  infpec- 
tor’s  certificate  refident  at  the  place 
whence  they  have  been  exported. 
The  certificates  muft  fpecify  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  the  goods, 
the  materials  of  which  they  were 
fabricated,  and  likewife  that  they 
have  not  been  manufactured  in,  or 
paid  any  duties  to  England. 

The  twentieth  article  mentions, 
that,  as  many  articles  of  Englifli 
manufacture  are  imitated  with  the 
greatefl  exactnefs  in  France,  the 
utmoff  care  is  to  be  obferved  by 
the  collectors  of  the  duties,  that 
goods  of  French  manufacture  may 
not  experience  any  diminution  in 
the  demand  in  Spain. 

The  twenty-fecond  article  relates 
to  the  regulations  with  refpect  to 

£  &  Britifi^ 
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Britifh  merchantmen  who  'may  be 
forced  into  Span i ill  ports  through 

i  L  o 

ftrefs  of  weather. 

The  twenty-third  and  fucceed- 
ing  article  mentions,  that  the  for¬ 
mer  regulations  will  be  obferved 
with  refpeft  to  Englifh  property 
taken  and  carried  into  Spain  by 
Spahifh  or  French  privateers. 


Imperial  Ukafa,  or  Edict,  ijfued  at  Pe- 
.  tcrjburg ,  ref  jutting  the  Importation  of 

French  and  Dutch  Merchandize. 

Paul  J.  hy  the  Grace  of  God ,  Emjierbr 
and  foie  Governor  of  all  the  Rufias ,  Efc. 

We  do  moil  pracioufly  ordain, 

I.HPHE  importation  of  all  French 

JL  wines,  without  exception, 
alfo  fallad-oils  of  Provence,  olives, 
capers,  anchovies,  to  be  freely  per¬ 
mitted  in  all  our  harbours  in  neutral 
bottoms. 

2.  French  and  Spanifh  brandy  is 
only  permitted  to  be  imported  by 
neutral  flips  in  thofe  harbours 
which  are  fpecified  in  the  ukafa  of 
the  \  tth  of  December,  1784,  and 
to  which  we  add  the  ports  of  Lie- 
bau  and  Windau. 

3.  The  duties  on  wine,  oils,  & c. 
fhall  be  taken  from  the  tariff  of 
September  27,  17  82,  till  a  new  one 
fhall  appear ;  and  the  duty  oil 
French  brandy  fhall  be  regulated 


GISTER,  1797. 

agreeably  to  the  ukafa  of  Novem¬ 
ber  25,  1793. 

4.  The  ukafa  of  the  8th  of  A- 
pril,  1793,  fhall  be  ftrihly  obferv¬ 
ed,  as  far  as  it  forbids  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  various  French  goods,  and 
of  others  which  are  mere  objects  of 
luxury;  as  iikewife  all  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  French  until  a  lawful 
government  and  order  of  things 
fhall  have  been  introduced  into  that 
country;  the  certificates  of  Conful 
or  Government,  ordained  by  the 
faid  ukafa,  fhall  alfo  no  longer  be 
demanded  in  the  future  importa¬ 
tion  of  French  goods,  except  for 
fuch  articles  for  which  fome  duties 
are  to  be  remitted. 

Done  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  Janu¬ 
ary  22,  1797. 

Second  Ukasa. 

Paul  I.  &c. 

WE  do  hereby  moll  gracioufly 
permit  the  free  importation,  in  all 
our  harbours,  of  fuch  Dutch  goods 
as  are  not  prohibited  in  the  tariff  or 
ukafa,  provided  fuch  importation 
takes  place  in  fliips  belonging  to 
neutral  powers.  Thofe  goods  are 
to  pay  the  duties  prefcribed  by  the 
tariff  of  September  27,  1782,  till 
a  new  tariff  fhall  be  publifhed. 

Done  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  Janu¬ 
ary  22,  1797. 
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Mr.  Burke’s  Will. 

The  Taft  Will  and  7 'eft ament  of  the 
Right  Hon .  Edmund  Burke.  Extract¬ 
ed  from  the  Reg  fry  of  the  Prerogative 
Court  of  Canterbury. 

IF  my  dear  ion  and  friend  had 
fu wived  me,  any  will  would 
have  been  nnneceiTary ;  but  fince 
it  lias  pleafed  God  to  call  him  to 
himfelf  before  his  father,  my  du¬ 
ty  calls  upon  me  to  make  fuch  a 
difpofition  of  my  worldly  affairs  as 
feems  to  my  belt  judgment  moft 
equitable  and  reasonable  :  therefore 
I,  Edmund  Burke,  of  the  parifh  of 
St.  James,  Weftminfter,  although 
Suffering  under  fore  and  inexpress¬ 
ible  affiidtion,  being  of  found  and 
difpofing  mind,  and  not  affedted  by 
any  bodily  infirmity,  do  make  my 
Laft  Will  and  Teftament  in  man¬ 
ner  following: 

Firft.  According  to  the  ancient, 
good,  and  laudable  cuffom,  of  which 
my  heart  and  underftanding  recog¬ 
nize  the  propriety,  I  bequeath  my 
foul  to  God,  hoping  for  his  mercy 
through  the  only  merits  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift.  My  bo¬ 
dy  I  defire,  if  I  fliould  die  in  any 
place  very  convenient  for  its  tram- 
port  thither  {but  not  otherwife) 
to  be  buried  in  the  church  at  Bea- 
consfieid,  near  to  the  bodies  of  my 
deareff  brother  and  my  deareft  fon, 
in  all  humility  praying,  that  as  we 
have  lived  in  perfect  .amity  toge- 
2 


ther,  we  may  together  have  a  part 
in  the  refurredtion  of  the  juft.— I 
with  my  funeral  to  be  (without  any 
pundlilioufnefs  in  that  refpedt)  the 
fame  as  that  of  my  brother,  and.to 
exceed  it  as  little  as  pofiible  in  point 
of  charge,  whether  on  account  of 
my  family,  or  of  any  others  who 
would  go  to  a  greater  expence;  and 
I  defire,  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
with  the  fame  qualifications,  that 
no  monument  beyond  a  middle- 
tized  tablet,  with  a  fmall  and  Sim¬ 
ple  infeription  on  the  church-wall, 
or  on  the  flag-ftone,  be  eredted. 

I  fay  this,  becaufe  I  know  the  par¬ 
tial  kindnefs  to  me  of  Some  of  my 
friends ;  but  I  have  had  in  my  life¬ 
time  but  too  much  of  noife  and 
compliment. — As  to  the  reft,  it  is 
uncertain  what  I  lhall  leave  after 
the  difeharge  of  my  debts,  which, 
when  I  write  this,  are  very  great. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  my  will  con¬ 
cerning  my  worldly  fubftance  is 
ftiort.  As"  my  entirely  beloved, 
faithful,  and  affedtionale  wife  did, 
during  the  whole  time  in  which  I 
lived  (moft  happily  with  her)  take 
on  her  the  charge  and  management 
of  my  affairs,  aflifted  by  her  fon, 
whilft  God  was  pleafed  to  lend  him 
to  us,  and  did  condudt  them  (often 
in  a  ftate  of  much  derangement  and 
embarraffment)  with  a  patience  and 
prudence  which  probably  have  no 
example,  and  thereby  left  my  mind 

free  to  prpfeeute  my  public  duty, 

or 
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©r  my  dudies,  or  to  indulge  in  my 
relaxations,  or  to  cultivate  my 
friends  at  my  pleafure ;  fo  on  my 
death  I  with  things  to  continue  as 
fubftantially  as  they  have  always 
been. — I  therefore  by  this,  my  lad 
and  only  will,  devife,  leave,  and 
bequeath  to  my  entirely  beloved 
and  incomparable  wife,  Jane  Mary 
Burke,  the  whole  real  edate  of 
which  1  fliall  die  feifed,  whether 
lands,  rents,  or  houfes,  in  abfolute 
fee-fimple;  as  alfo  all  my  perfonal 
edate,  whether  flock,  furniture, 
plate,  money,  or  fecurities  for  mo¬ 
ney,  annuities  for  lives  or  years,  be 
the  faid  dilate  of  what  nature,  qua- 
lity,  or  extent  or  defcription  it  may, 
to  her  foie  uncontrouled  poiTeflion 
and  difpofal,  as  her  property,  in  any 
manner  which  may  feem  proper 
to  her  to  poiTefs  or  to  difpofe  of  the 
fame,  whether  it  be  real  or  perfonal 
eilate,  by  her  laft  will,  or  other- 
wife ;  it  being  ' my  intention  that 
file  may  have  as  clear  and  uncon- 
irouled  a  right  and  title  thereto  and 
therein  as  I  poffefs  myfelf,  as  to  the 
ufe,  expenditure,  fale,  or  devife. 
I  hope  thefe  words  are  fufficient  to 
exprefs  the  abfolute,  unconditioned, 
and  unlimited  right  of  complete 
ownerdiip  1  mean  to  give  to  her 
to  the  faid  lands  and  goods;  and  I 
trufl  that  no  words  of  fnrplufagc, 
or  ambiguity,  may  vitiate  this  my 
clear  intention.  There  are  no  per- 
fons  who  have  a  right,  or,  I  believe, 
a  difpoiiiion  to  complain  of  this  be- 
quefl  which  I  have  cfMy  weighed 
and  made,  on  a  proper  confkiera- 
lion  of  my  duties,  and  the  relations 
in  which  I  Hand. — I  alfo  make  my 
wife,  Jane  Mary  Burke  aforefaid, 
my  foie  executrix  of  this  rny  iad 
will,  knowing  that  the  will  receive 
advice  and  abidance  from  her  and 

my  excellent  friends  Dr.  Walker* 
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King,  and  Dr.  Laurence,  to  whom 
I  recommend  her  and  her  concerns, 
though  that  perhaps  is  needlefs,  as 
they  are  as  much  attached  to  her 
as  thev  are  to  me.  I  do  it  only  to 
mark  my  fpecial  confidence  in  their 
affe&ion,  drill,  and  indudry. — I 
with  that  mv  dear  wife  may,  as  foon 
after  my  deceafe  as  poflible — which, 
after  what  has  happened,  die  will 
fee  with  conflancy  and  refignation 
—make  her  will,  with  the  advice 
and  abidance  of  the  two  perfons  I 
baved  named;  but  it  is  my  with 
alfo,  that  die  will  not  think  herfelf 
fo  bound  up  by  any  bequeds  die 
may  make  in  the  faid  will,  and 
which,  whilft  die  lives,  can  be  only 
intentions,  as  not,  during  her  life, 
to  ufe  her  property  with  all  the  li¬ 
berty  I  have  given  her  over  it,  juft 
as  if  die  had  written  no  will  at  all, 
but  in  every  thing  to  follow  the  di¬ 
rections  of  her  own  equitable  and 
charitable  mind,  and  her  own  pru¬ 
dent  and  meafured  imderfranding. 

Having  thus  committed  everv 

O  J 

thing  to  her  direction,  I  recoin-- 
mend,  fubject  always  to  that  dif- 
cretion,  that  if  I  diould  not,  during 
my  life,  give  or  fecure  to  my  dear 
niece  Marv  C.  Harland,  wife  of 
my  worthy  friend  Captain  Har¬ 
land,  the  fum  of  a  thoufarid  pounds, 
or  an  annuity  equivalent  to  it,  that 
die  would  be  flow  upon  her  that 
fum  of  money,  or  that  annuity, 
conditioned  and  limited  in  fuch 
manner  as  die,  my  wife  aforefaid, 
may  think  proper,  by  a  devife  in 
her  will,  or  otherwife  as  die  may 
find  mod  convenient  1q  the  fitua- 
tion  of  her  affairs,  without  predure 
upon  her  during  her  life.  My  wife 
put  me  in  mind  of  this,  which  I 
now  recommend  to  her.  I  certain¬ 
ly,  feme  years  ago,  gave  my  niece 
reafon  to  expect  it,  but  I  was  not 
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able  to  execute  my  intentions.  If 
I  do  this  in  mv  life-time,  this  re- 
commendation  gees  for  nothing. 

As  to  my  other  friends,  relations, 
and  companions  through  life,  and 
efpecially  to  the  friends  and  com¬ 
panions  of  my  fon,  who  were  the 
deareft  of  mine,  I  am  not  unmind¬ 
ful  of  what  I  owe  them.  If  1  do 
not  name  them  all  here,  and  mark 
them  with  tokens  of  my  remem¬ 
brance,  I  hope  they  will  not  attri¬ 
bute  it  to  imkindnefs,  or  to  a  want 
of  a  due  fenfe  of  their  merits  to¬ 
wards  me.  My  old  friend  and  faith¬ 
ful  companion,  Will.  Burke,  knows 
his  place  in  my  heart.  I  do  not 
mention  him  as  executor  or  aflift- 
ant.  I  know  that  he  will  attend  to 
my  wife ;  but  I  chofe  the  two  I 
have  mentioned,  as  from  -their  time 
of  life  of  greater  activity.  I  recom- 
mend  him  to  them  in  the  political 
world.  I  have  made  man)  con¬ 
nections,  and  fome  of  them  among 
perfons  of  high  rank.  Their  friend- 
fhip  from  political  became  perional 
to  me,  and  thev  have  fhewn  it  in 
a  manner  more  than  to  fatisfy  the 
Litmoft  demands  that  could  be  made 
from  my  love  and  fincere  attach¬ 
ment  to  them.  They  are  the 
worthieft  people  in  the  kingdom. 
Their  intentions  are  excellent ;  and 
I  wifh  them  every  kind  of  fuccefs. 
I  bequeath  my  brother-in-law, 
John  Nugent,  and  the  friends  in 
my  poor  fords  lift,  which  is  in  his 
mother’s  hands,  to  their  protection. 
As  to  them,  and  to  the  reft  of  my 
companions,  who  conftantly  ho¬ 
noured  and  cheered  our  houfe  as 
our  inmates,  I  have  put  .down  their 
names  in  a  lift,  that  my  wife  ftiould 
fend  the  ufual  memorial  of  lit¬ 
tle  mourning  rings,  as  a  token  of 
mv  remembrance. 

la.  fpeaking  of  my  friends,  tp 


whom  I  owe  fo  many  obligations, 

I  ought  to  name,  fpecially,  Lord 
Fitzwilliam,  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
and  the  Lords  Cavendilhes,  with  the 
Duke  .of  Devon ftiire,  the  worthy 
head  of  that  family.  If  the  intima¬ 
cy  which  I  have  had  with  others  has 
been  broken  off  by  a  political  dif¬ 
ference  on  great  queftions,  con¬ 
cerning  the  ftate  of  things  exifting 
and  impending,  I  hope  they  will 
forgive  whatever  of  general  human 
frailty,  or  of  my  own  particular 
infirmity,  has  entered  into  that  con¬ 
tention  ;  I  heartily  entreat  their 
forgivenefs.  I  have  nothing  fur¬ 
ther  to  fay. 

Signed  and  fealed,  as  my  laft  will 
and  teftament,  this  1 1  th  day  of 
Augnft,  1794,  being  written  all, 
with  my  own  hand. 

Edmund  Burke,  L.  S. 

In  prefence  of  Du  Pont, 

Will.  Webster, 
Walker  King. 

On  reading  over  the  above  will, 
I  have  nothing  to  add,  or  eftentially 
to  alter ;  but  one  point  may  be 
wanted  to  be  perfected  and  explain-, 
ed.  In  leaving  my  lands  and  here¬ 
ditaments  to  my  wife,  I  find  that  I 
have  omitted  the  words  which  in 
deeds  create  an  inheritance  in  law. 
Now,  though  I  think  them  hardly 
neceftary  in  a  will,  yet,  to  obviate 
all  doubts,  I  explain  the  matter  in  a 
codicil  which  is  annexed  to  this, 

Edmund  Burke. 

Jan.  22 J,  1797. 

I,  Edmund  Burke,  of  the  parifh 
of  Beaconsfield,  in  the  county  of 
Bucks,  being  of  found  and  difpof- 
ing  judgment  and  memory,  make 
this  my  laft  will  and  teftament,  in 
no  fort  for  revoking,  but  explain¬ 
ing  and  confirming  a  will  made  by 

*  mi 
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me,  and  dated  the  1 1  th  of  Auguft, 
1794,  in  which  will  I  have  left,  de¬ 
viled,  and  bequeathed  all  my  world¬ 
ly  property,  of  whatever  nature 
and  quality  the  fame  may  be,  whe¬ 
ther  lands  tenements,  houfes,  free¬ 
hold  or  leafehold  interefts,  peniions 
for  lives  or  years,  arrears  of  the 
fame,  legacies,  or  other  debts  due 
to  me,  plate,  honfehold  fluff,  books, 
flock  in  cattle  and  horfes,  and  uten- 
fiis  of  farming,  and  all  other  my 
goods  and  chattels,  to  my  dear  wife, 
J.  M.  Burke,  in  as  full  and  perfect 
manner  as  the  fame  might  be  devif- 
ed,  conveyed,  or  transferred  to  her 
by  any  actor  inftrument  whatfoever, 
with  fuch  recommendations  as  in 
my  will  aforefaid  are  made,  and 
with  a  with  that,  in  the  difcharge 
of  my  debts,  the  courfe  hitherto 
purfued  may  be  as  nearly  as  po Bi¬ 
ble  obfervcd ;  fenfible,  however, 
that,  in  payment  of  debt,  no  exadt 
rule  can  be  preferred.  The  fame 
Is  therefore  left  at  her  difcretion, 
with  the  advice  of  our  friends, 
whom  file  will  naturally  confult. 

The  reafcn  of  making  this  will, 
or  codicil  to  my  former  will,  is  from 
my  having  omitted  in  deviling  by 
that  will  my  lands  and  heredita¬ 
ments  to  my  wife  aforefaid,  the  full 
and  abfolute  property  thereof;  and 
therein  i  have  omitted  the  legal 
words  of  inheritance.  Now  I  think 
thole  words,  however  necefiary  in 
a  deed,  are  not  fo  in  a  will ;  yet,  to 
.prevent  all  quefdon,  I  do  hereby 
devife  ail  my  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  as  well  as  all  my 
other  property  that,  may  be  fubjedt 
to  a  itridt  rule  of  law  in  deeds,  and 
which  would  pafs,  if  left  undevifed, 
to  mv  heirs.  I  fay,  I  do  devife  the 
fame  lands,  tenements,  and  heredi¬ 
taments,  to  my  wife  Jane  Mary 
Burke,  and  her  heirs  forever,  in 
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pure,  abfolute,  and  unconditional 
fee  fimple. 

1  have  now  onlv  to  recommend 

j 

to  the  kindnels  of  my  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  Lord  Loughborough,  to  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  to  the 
Moft  Honourable  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham,  to  the  Right  Honour¬ 
able  William  Wyndham,  and  to 
Dr.  Laurence,  of  the  Commons, 
and  Member  of  Parliament,  that 
they  will,  after  mv  death,  continue 
their  protection  and  favour  to  the 
emigrant  fchool  at  Perin  ;  and  qyli 
entreat,  with  a  weight  on  which  I 
dare  not  prefume,  the  Right  Hon¬ 
ourable  William  Pitt  to 'continue 
the  neceflary  allowances  which  he 
has  fo  generoufly  and  charitably 
provided  for  thofe  unhappy  child 
ren  of  meritorious  parents ;  that 
they  will  fuperintend  the  fame, 
which  I  with  to  be  under  the  more 
immediate  care  and  dire&ion  of  Dr. 
Kino-  and  Dr.  Laurence  ;  and  that 
they  will  be  pleafed  to  exert  their 
influence  to  place  the  laid  voung 
perfons  in  feme  military  corps,  or 
other  fervie'e,  as  may  belt  fuit  their 
difpofitions  and  capacities ;  praying 
God  to  blefs  their  endeavours. 

Sinned  and  fealed,  as  a  codicil  to 
my  will,  or  a  confirmation  and 
explanation  thereof,  agreeably 
to  the  note  which  fome  days 
ago  I  put  to  the  end  of  it,  this 
29th  of  January,  1797. 

Edmund  Burke,  L.  S. 

In  prefence  of  Walker  King, 

Richard  Rourkf, 
Edward  Nagle. 

Proved  at  London,  with  a  codic3> 
the  26th  of  July,  1797,  before 
the  Worlhipful  French  Lau¬ 
rence,  Dodtor  of  Laws  and  Sur¬ 
rogate,  by  the  oath  of  Jane 
rv  Burke,  widow,  the  relief  and 

fol« 
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foie  executrix,  to  whom  admi- 
niftration  was  granted,  having 
been  firft  fvvorn  duly  to  admi- 
nifler. 


Geo.  Gostling, 
Fix  el.  Nath. Gostling, 
R.  C.  Cresswlll, 


Dep. 

Reg. 


July  24//-,  1797. 


Fires  in  Conjlantinohle ,  Conduct  of  the 

Turks  at  them. 

From  Dallatvay’’ s  Travels  in  the  Levant. 

FIRES  are  fo  frequent,  that  few 
months  pafs  without  them,  and 
they  are  generally  fo  furious,  that 
whole  diltricts  are  laid  in  allies.* 
Houfes  are  fo  foon  re^ erected,  that 
the  former  appearance  of  the  flreets 
is  fpeedily  reftored,  and  little  alter¬ 
ation  is  ever  made  in  their  form. 
Notice  of  a  fire  at  Confiantinople, 
or  at  Galata,  is  given  by  beating  a 
great  drum  from  two  high  towers ; 
the  night-watch  then  patrole  the 
flreets,  linking  the  pavement  with 
their  haves  fhod  with  iron,  and 
crying  out  Yangen  var ,  — u  There 
is  a  fire,”  naming  the  place.  The 
Sultan  is  then  fummoned  three 
times,  and  when  the  conflagration 
has  lailed  one  hour,  he  is  forced 
to  attend  in  perfon,  and  to  bring 
mules  with  him  laden  with  piaftres, 
which  he  difiributes  with  his  own 
hands  to  the  firemen,  who  are 
very  inaftive  before  his  arrival. 
Thefe  are  armed  again!!:  accidents 
in  the  lame  manner  as  they  are  in 
London,  and  are  equally  expert  and 
adventurous.  Fires  are  extinguifli- 
ed  by  pulling  down  the  adjoining 
Louies,  for  the  engines  are  very 


fmall,  and  borne  on  the  fhoulden 
of  two  men. 

The  perfeft  resignation  with 
which  a  good  Mufulman  fees  his 
h.oufe  continued  bv  the  flames,  and 
himfelf  reduced  from  affluence  to 
poverty,  has  been  often  and  jultly 
remarked  by  others ;  he  exclaims 
Allah  Karim  ;  that  is,  a  God  is  mer¬ 
ciful,”  without  apparent  emotion, 
and  has  at  aired  himfelf  that  the  fame 
Providence  which  hath  made  him 
poor  and  abjedt,  can  once  more  re- 
ilore  him  to  wealth,  if  it  be  his  fate* 
As  to  the  women,  they  have  not  the 
praife  of  fuch  philofophy.  They 
aflemble  in  a  group  near  the  Sultan, 
and  unmercifully  load  him  with  the 
bittereR  revilings,  particularizing 
his  own  crimes,  and  the  errors  of 
his  government,  and  charging  him 
with  the  caufe  of  their  prefent  ca¬ 
lamity.  At  fuch  rencounters  no 
crowned  head  need  envy  Sultan. 
Selim  his  fituation.  As  this  is  the 
only  privileged  time  of  conveying 
the  voice  of  the  people  to  his  ears, 
and  as  women  in  Turkey  fay  any¬ 
thing  with  impunity,  it  is  prefmned 
that  many  of  the  hres  are  not  acci¬ 
dental. 

Asagrand  fpedla.de,  detachingthc 
idea  of  commiferation  of  the  calami¬ 
ty  from  the  prefent  view,  if  a  volca¬ 
nic  eruption  be  excepted,  none  can 
exceed  a  great  fire  at  Confiantinople. 
The  houfes  being  conftrudted  with 
wood,  and  frequently  communicat¬ 
ing  with  magazines  filled  with  corn- 
buflibie  materials,,  a  vaft  column  of 
flame,  of  the  mod  luminous  glow, 
rifes  from  the  centre,  which  light¬ 
ing  up  the  mofques,  and  contiguous 
cyprefs-groves,  produces  an  effect 
of  fuperior  magnificence.  In  other 


*  In  i633  twenty  thoufand  houfes  were  burnt ;  and  in  1788  the  conflagration 
w^l  to  extenfive,  as  to  threaten  the  universal  deftrufhon  of  the  city. 
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cities  where  the  buildings  are  of 
Hone,  the  flames  are  been  partially, 
or  are  overpowered  with  fmoke. 


Of  the  Trade  of  Con (I antinopie ,  the  Ccffee- 
Houfes ,  and  Method,  of  taking  Opium . 

From  the  fame. 

THE  merchandise  and  trade  of 
Constantinople  are  carried  on 
principally  in  the  khans,  bazars,  and 
bezeftin,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
the  eait,  each  of  which  requires  a 
Summary  description. 

The  khans*  are  fpacious  Struc¬ 
tures  with  quadrangles,  erected  by 
the  munificence  of  the  Sultans,  or 
Some  of  the  royal  family,  for  the 
public  benefit.  They  are  entirely 
Surrounded  by  a  cloifter  and  colo- 
nade,  into  which  numerous  cells 
open,  generally  repeated  for  three 
Stories,  are  built  with  Stone,  and  fire¬ 
proof.  Here  the  merchants  from 
every  part  of  the  empire,  who  tra¬ 
vel  with  caravans,  are  received  with 
accommodations  for  themfelves  and 
their  valuable  traffic. 

In  the  bazars  are  affiembled  dea¬ 
lers  of  each  nation  under  the  Turk¬ 
ish  government,  who  have  Small 
Shops  in  front,  and  a  room  behind, 
for  their  wares.  Thefe  are  very  ex- 
tenfive  cloiflers  of  hone,  lofty,  and 
lighted  by  domes;  are  admirably 
adapted  to  the  climate,  and  in  Sum¬ 
mer  are  extremely  cool.  One,  call¬ 
ed  the  Mifr  Chart/he ,  or  Egyptian 
market,  is  Set  apart  for  the*  mer¬ 
chandise  of  Cairo,  chiefly  minerals 
and  drugs,  and  is  a  great  ctirioflty 
for  the  natundifh 

Other  quarters  are  occupied  by 
the  working  jewellers,  where  raw 
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jewels  may  be  advantageoufly  pur- 
chafed  ;  and  by  the  bookfellers, 
who  have  each  his  aflortment  of 
Turkish,  Arabic,  and  Perfian  MSS. 
of  which  they  do  not  always  know 
the  value,  but  demand  a  considera¬ 
ble  price.  The  oriental  fcholar  may 
here  find  MSS.  equally  beautiful 
and  rare,  ss  Since  the  civil  commo¬ 
tions  in  PerSia,  the  moft  elegant 
books,  taken  in  plunder,  have  been 
Sent  to  Constantinople  for  Sale,  to 
avoid  detection. 

The- Staple  articles  of  importation 
from  England  are  cloth  and  block- 
tin,  as  the  confumption  of  both  is 
very  great.  English  watches  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  Levant  market,  are 
more  in  demand  than  thofe  of  other 
frank  nations,  and  are  one  of  the 
nrft  articles  of  luxury  that  a  Turk 
purchafes  or  changes  if  he  has  mo¬ 
ney  to  Spare. 

The  national  character  is  here 
admirably  discriminated;  and  to  in¬ 
vestigate  it  with  SucceSs,  no  place 
offers  Such  opportunities-  as  thefe 
markets. 

A  Stranger  will  wonder  to  fee  fo 
many  of  their  Shops  left  open  with¬ 
out  a  matter  or  guard ;  but  pilfering 
is  not  a  Turkish  vice. 

He  Should  be  informed  previous¬ 
ly,  that  no  article  of  commerce  has 
a  Stated  price;  bargains  mutt  be 
made,  and  the  bafeft  imposition  is 
counted  fair  gain.  The  Turk  is 
fixed  to  his  Shop-board  with  his  legs 
under  him  for  many  hours,  and  ne¬ 
ver  relaxes  into  civility  with  his 
Frank  customer,  but  from  the  hopes 
of  ad  vantage.  One  may  venture  to 
give  him  two  thirds  of  his  demand-; 
but  to  thofe  of  other  nations  not 
more  than  half.  The  Greek,  more 


*  The  fkft  khan  was  built  by  Ibrahim  Khan, 
gave  them  a  general  name,  fynotiimous  with  hotel. 


the  Vifier  of  Solyman  I.  who 
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pliant  and  prevaricating,  praifes  his 
commodity  beyond  meafure,  and 
has  generally  to  congratulate  him- 
felf  upon  having  outwitted  the  molt 
cautious  dealer.  The  Arminian, 
heavy  and  placid,  is  roufed  to  ani¬ 
mation  only  by  the  fight  of  money, 
which  he  cannot  withfland.  As  for 
the  Jew,  everywhere  a  jew,  he  is 
more  frequently  employed  as  a  bro¬ 
ker,  a  bufinefs  which  that  people 
have  had  addrefs  enough  to  engrofs ; 
and  fome  acquit  themfeives  with 
hone  fly  and  credit.  Thofe  of  the 
lower  fort  are  walking  auctioneers, 
who  tramp  over  the  bazars,  carry 
the  goods  with  them,  vociferating 
the  price  hail  offered.  Each  of 
thefe  nations,  which  confdtute  the 
raft  population  of  Conftantinople, 
has  a  different  mode  of  covering  the 
head  :  a  circumftance  loon  learned, 
and  which  renders  the  groupes  of 
figures  fuiiicientiy  amufing,  as  it 
breaks  the  famenefs  of  their  other 
clrefs.  The  Armenians,  jews,  and 
the  mechanical  Greeks,  ufually 
wear  blue,  which  the  Turks  con¬ 
sider  as  a  difhonourable  colour,  and 
have  their  flippers  of  a  dirty  red  lea¬ 
ther. 

The  common  trades  are  difpofed 
all  of  one  kind  in  tingle  ftreets. 
Shoe-makers,  farriers,  and  pipe- 
makers,  with  many  others,  occupy 
each  their  diftinCf  diftriCt,  and  are 
feldora  found  difperfed  as  in  our 
cities. 

A  room  of  very  conftderable  di- 
menfions,  is  called  the  bezeftin,  or 
public  exchange,  where  are  collect¬ 
ed  fecond -- hand  goods,  which  are 
hawked  about  by  the  auctoneers. 
In  another  part  are  the  farraffs,  or 
money  changers,  Armenians,  and 
Jews. 

I  regret  my  incompetency  to  de- 
feribe  the  various  mechanic  arts 
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which  are  praCtifed  in  the  caff,  and 
particularly  by  the  Turks,  fo  diffe¬ 
rent  from  our  own  ;  and  leave  it  to 
fome  future  vifitant  well  qualified 
to  give  the  hiftorv  of  their  manu- 
failures  and  the  divers  modes  by 
which  the  fame  effeCc  is  produced* 
and  the  fame  utenfils  are  made. 

The  necefiaries  of  life  are  well 
managed,  and  the  fhops  of  cooks* 
confectioners,  and  fruiterers  are  ex¬ 
cellently  ftored,  and  ferved  with 
neatnefs.  For  the  greater  part  of 
the  year,,  flierbets  with  ice  are  cried 
about  the  ftreets  at  a  very  cheap 
rate.  The  bakers  exercife  a  lucra¬ 
tive,  but  a  dangerous  trade,  if  they 
are  not  proof  again  ft  temptation  to 
fraud.  Their  weights  are  examin¬ 
ed  at  uncertain  times,  and  a  com¬ 
mon  pimifhment  on  detection  is 
nailing  their  ear  to  the  door-pofl. 
Upon  a  complaint  made  to  the  late 
Vizier  Mehmet  Melik,  againft  ^no¬ 
torious  cheat,  he  ordered  him  to  be 
inftantly  hanged.  The  matter  es¬ 
caped,  but  the  fervant,  a  poor  Greek* 
perfectly  innocent,  was  executed. 
It  was  remarked  to  a  Turk  that  this 
injuftice  was  foreign  to  the  charac¬ 
ter  for  clemency  which  Melik  bore; 
when  he  farcaftically  replied  u  The 
Vizier  had  not  yet  breakfafted.” 

The  coffee-houfes,  which  abound, 
are  fitted  up  in  an  airy  Chiuefe  take, 
and  curioufly  painted.  Within,  they 
are  divided  into  partitions  or  ftages 
without  feats,  for  the  Turks  fit  as 
the  tavlors  in  England.  The  re- 
fort  of  all  ranks  to  them  is  univer- 
fal  arid  con  Irani  ;  and  fome  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  day  which 
paffes,  confume  thirty  or  forty  pipes, 
and  as  many  cups  of  coffee,  boiling 
hot,  thick,  and  without  fugar. 

Betides  thefe,  near  the  Ofmanic, 
are  teriakhana,  where  (afioni)  opi¬ 
um  is  fold  ;  and  taken  in  gradation 

from 
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from  ten  to  a  hundred  grains  in  a 
day.  Intoxication  with  this  noxi¬ 
ous  drug  is  certainly  lefs  prevalent 
than  we  have  been  informed ;  and 
he  who  is  entirely  addi&ed  to  it  is 
confidered  with  as  much  pity  or 
difguft  as  an  inveterate  fot  is  with 
us.  The  preparation  of  opium  is 
made  with  feveral  rich  fyrups,  and 
in fpi {fated  juices,  to  render  it  palat¬ 
able  and  lets  intoxicating,  and  re- 
fembles  elder  root.  It  is  either  tak¬ 
en  with  a  fpoon  or  hardened  into 
fmall  lozenges,  ftamped  with  the 
words  Majh  Allah ,  literally,  44  the 
work  of  God.” 

The  Turks  take  opium  as  an  in¬ 
toxicant,  or  occaiionally  under  an 
idea  of  its  envigorating  quality  when 
unufual  fatigue  is  to  be  endured. 
The  Tartar  couriers,  who  travel 
with  aftonifhing  expedition,  gene¬ 
rally  furnifh  themfelves  with  Majh 
Allah.  A  leading  caufe  of  its  dif- 
ufe  is,  that  the  prejudices  refpeCting 
wine  are  daily  relaxing,  which  ac¬ 
count  for  the  fcarcely  credible 
quantity  and  univerfality  mention¬ 
ed  by  old  writers  being  unaccord- 
ant  with  modern  practice. 


Dlflinftsj e  DreJJes  of  the  Turks. 

From  the  fame. 

r"jp  H E  T u rk s  hav e  fu mptu ary  laws 
and  habits  peculiar  to  profeffions. 
By  the  turban  differing  in  fize  and 
Hi  ape,  every  man  is  known ;  and 
fo  numerous  are  the  diftin&ions, 
that  a  dragoman  long  converfant 
with  Conftantinople,  told  me  he 
knew  not  half  of  them.  The  E- 
m’trs,  real  or  pretended  descendants 
from  the  prophet,  are  diftinguifhed 
bv  the  green  muffin,  the  others 
wear  white  round  a  cap  of  cloth, 
and  the  head  is  univerfally  very 
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clofely  ihaven.  In  the  turbans  of 
the  oulemah,  there  is  a  greater  pro- 
fufion  of  muilin,  from  ten  to  twen¬ 
ty  yards,  which  are  proportionably 
larger,  as  the  wigs  of  profeflionai 
men  were  formerly.  The  military, 
as  the  janiflaries,  boftanjes,  and 
topjis,  wear  caps  of  the  mod  un¬ 
couth  fliape  and  fafhion,  fuch  as 
defy  defcription.  The  ravahs  are 
known  by  a  head-drefs,  called  a 
kalpac,  made  of  lamblkin,  and  in¬ 
imitably  ugly,  but  differing  entirely 
from  a  turban ;  and  fometimes  a 
famour,  or  black  fur  cap,  which  is 
principally  worn  by  dragomen  and 
phyftckns.  In  other  refpeffs  they 
are  dreffed  as  the  Turks.  Yellow 
flippers,  or  boots,  are  indulged  only 
to  thofe  under  ambaffadorial  pro¬ 
tection,  and  are  an  envied  diftinc- 
tion.  When  the  prefent  Sultan 
came  to  the  throne,  he  iffued  an 
ediCf  that  no  unlicenfed  rayah 
ihould  appear  publicly  in  yellow 
flippers.  At  that  time  he  took 
great  pleafure  in  walking  the  ff reels 
in  difguife ;  when  meeting  an  111- 
ftarred  Jew  dreffed  contrary  to  law, 
he  ordered  his  head  to  be  inftantly 
ftruck  off.  This  was  his  fuff  act  of 
feverity,  which  created  moft  un¬ 
favourable  conjectures,  not  altoge¬ 
ther  confirmed  by  his  fubfequent 
reign. 

The  Turks  of  better  rank,  and 
the  regular  citizens,  wear  what  is 
called  the  long  drefs,.with  outer 
robes  of  fine  cloth,  fhalloon,  orpel- 
lices,  which  are  in  general  ufe  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  year,  and 
commonly  of  the  moft  coffly  furs. 
They  are  feldom  feen  without  a 
tefpi  in  their  hands ;  it  is  a  firing 
of  ninety-nine  beads,  correfpond- 
ing  with  the  names  of  the  Deity, 
which  they  carry  as  much  for  a- 
muferoent  as  devotion.  Hamid 

All, 
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All,  a  late  vizier,  wore  one  of  pearl, 

fo  perfect  as  to  be  valued  at  30001. 
fterling. 


Sketch  of  the  Life  of  the  late  John  Wilkes . 
From  the  Monthly  Magazine. 

HIS  prefent  Majefty  afcended 
the  throne  of  thefe  realms 
amidft  the  plaudits  of  his  fubjeCts. 
His  elevation  was  accompanied  by 
a  feries  of  aufpicious  occurrences ; 
and  every  appearance  augured  a 
fortunate  and  happy  reign.  A 
cnange  in  the  dy natty  had  taken 
place  in  favour  of  his"  family;  and 
the  doftrine  of  popular  election, 
by  a  practical  and  memorable  ex¬ 
emplification,  was  juftly  preferred 
to  a  pretended  hereditary  right. 
But  George  I.  was  unacquainted 
with  our-  laws,  and  even  with  our 
language.  Thefe  circumftances, 
added  to  his  partiality  for  Hanover, 
and  the  enaction  of  the  Septennial 
Bill  (the  firft  infringement  on  pub¬ 
lic  liberty  during  the  reign  of  a 
houfe  expreffiy  called  in  for  its  pro¬ 
tection)  rendered  him  at  times 
■unpopular.  The  latter  part  of  the 
reign  of  George  II.  was  uncom¬ 
monly  brilliant ;  but  he  alfo  was 
accufed  of  an  overweening  fond- 
nefs  for  his  electoral  dominions, 
and  confidered,  even  on  the  throne, 
as  a  foreigner. 

A  happier  fate  attended  his 
grandfon,  who,  in  his  firft  fpeech, 
gloried  in  being  “  born  a  Briton.” 
His  youth,  his  graceful  perfon,  the 
memory  of  a  father  dear  to  the  na¬ 
tion,  and,  above  all,  the  early  pro- 
mife  of  a  government  founded  on 
the  practical  bleffings  of  liberty,  en¬ 
deared  the  new  king  to  his  people. 
Indeed,  there  is  not  a  tingle  inftance 
in  all  our  hiftory,  of  a  prince  who 
attained  the  throne  of  thefe  kin  o' - 
Vql,  XXXIX 
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doms  with  brighter  profpeCts;  it 
was  accordingly  predicted,  in  the 
fervour  of  enthufiafm,  that  the  fway 
of  a  Trajan,  or  an  Alfred,  was  to 
be  renewed  in  the  perfon  of  Georpe 
the  Third, 

His  Majefty  found  the  country 
engaged  in  a  juft  and  fortunate  con- 
teft  with  the  houle  of  Bourbon. 
The  war  was  conducted  by  a  ftates- 
man  who  proved  uncommonly  fuc- 
cefsful  in  fubduing  the  armies  and 
navies  of  France  ;  for  we  pointed 
the  thunders  of  an  united  nation 
with  terrible  and  irrefiftible  effeCt 
on  its  humbled  monarchy.  A 
change  of  men  and  councils,  in¬ 
deed,  faved  the  enemy  from  utter 
ruin ;  but  this  very  circumftance 
gave  a  decided  turn  to  the  current 
of  popularity,  which  had  hitherto 
flowed  around,  and  afforded  a  fa- 
cred  barrier  to  the  throne. 

On  the  retirement  of  William 
Pitt,  1761,  majefty  feemcd  thorn 
of  its  rays ;  and  its  luftre  being  in¬ 
tercepted  by  the  Bidden  interpoli- 
tion  of  a  malignant  planet,  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  experience  almoif  a  total 
eclipfe.  The  fecret  views  that  led 
to  the  peace  of  Paris  are  frill  enve¬ 
loped  in  obfcurily,  and  the  particu¬ 
lar  motives  which  iuperinduced  fo 
many  facrifices  are,  at  heft,  but  e- 
quivocal.  It  was,  indeed,  in  tome 
rneafnre,  fanCtioned  by  a  majority, 
obtained  by  means  not  difficult  to 
be  guefted  at  in  a  venal  age  ;  but  it 
proved  the  moll  finifter  treaty  in 
our  annals,  and,  from  a  variety  of 
circumftances,  became  peculiarly 
odious  to  the  nation. 

The  adminiftration  of  the  Earl  of 
Bute  gave  general  difguft.  Clofe, 
infinuating,  cunning,  rapacious, 
and  revengeful,  he  was  faid  to 
have  enjoyed  the  unlimited  confi¬ 
dence  of  his  royal  matter ;  and  the 
A  a  people 
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people  affected  to  confidcr  him  as 
the  minion  of  the  crown  rather 
than  the  minifies*  of  England.  EEs 
enemies,  however,  could  not  deny 
that  he  was  amiable  in  private  life : 
the  moft  zealous  of  his  friends,  on 
the  other  hand,  muff  confefs,  that, 
if  not  criminal,  he  was  at  leaf!  un¬ 
fortunate  in  the  management  of 
public  affairs,  and  that  the  jealou¬ 
sies  which  he  occasioned  between 
king  and  people,  gave  rife  to  ma¬ 
ny,  if  not  all  the  misfortunes  of  the 
prefent  reign.  Certain  it  is  that 
his  conduct  created  a  moft  formida¬ 
ble  oppofition,  bottomed  on  con- 
ftitutiooal  motives,  and  that  the 
moft  zealous  advocates  for  the 
houfe  of  Brunfwick,  entrenching 
themfelves  in  the  revolution  prin¬ 
ciples  of  1688,  combated  the  doc¬ 
trines  and  proceedings  of  the  fa¬ 
vourite,  with  the  fame  zeal  that 
their  anceftors  had  oppofed  the  ty¬ 
ranny  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart.  It 
was  this  lingular  circutnftance  that 
gave  birth  to  the  political  career  of 
the  fubjecl:  of  the fe  memoirs;  and 
not  only  his  own  biography,  but 
the  hiftory  of  the  prefent  times,  is 
intimately  connected  with  the  fore- 
going  events. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Wilkes  was 
an  eminent diftiller  in  Clerkenwell, 
where  John  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  born,  on  the  28th  of  October, 
1725.  The  elder  fon  Ifrael,  who 
is  fill!  alive,  followed  the  fame  buft- 
nefs,  and  ultimately  failed.  The 
fecund,  of  wliom  we  now  treat,  and 
who  had  received  a  liberal  education 
early  in  life,  was  a  brewer ;  but  as 
he  had,  in  a  great  meafure,  become 
unfitted  by  claftica!  purfuits  from 
obtaining  wealth  as  a  tradefman, 
it  is  more  than  probable  that  he 
would  not  have  fucceeded  in  his 
commercial  purfuits*  Cor,  is  it 


poftible  to  fuppofe  that  the  entfttL* 
fiaftic  admirer  of  the  elegant  TH 
bullus,  ftiould  relifti  the  dull  round 
of  buftnefs  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  St.  Sepulchre  ?—  that  he  who 
baniflied  care  like  Anacreon,  and 
daily  quaffed  the  Falernian  of  Ho¬ 
race,  fliould  pay  fuch  a  fedulous  at¬ 
tention  to  the  procefs  of  fermenta¬ 
tion,  and  be  converfant  in  all  the 
properties  of  two-penny,  porter, 
and  brown-ftout  ?  Difguft,  accord¬ 
ingly,  foon  fucceeded,  as-  a  necef- 
fary  confequence;  and  the  golden 
dreams  ariftng  from  the  mingled 
fumes  of  hops  and  malt,  vanifhed 
with  the  mafli-tub  and  the  compt- 
ing-houfe. 

Mr.  Wilkes  was  calculated,  by 
nature,  education,  and  habit,  fof 
far  different  purfuits ;  and  he  foon 
gratified  his  inclinations.  Having 
married  a  daughter  of  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Mead,  the  author  of  the  Trea- 
life  on  Poifons,  we  find  him  ex¬ 
changing  the  dull  and  foggy  atmos¬ 
phere  of  the  city,  for  the  thinner 
and  politer  air  of  the  weft  end  of 
the  town.  Poffefled  of  a  genteel 
fortune,  elegant  maimers,  and  a 
Sparkling  wit,  he  eafily  obtained 
the  acquaintance  of  many  of  the 
moft  fafhi enable  people  of  the  age. 
Educated  in  whig  principles,  he  was 
at  the  fame  time  an  ardent  afferter 
of  Englifh  liberty.  It  was  the  lat¬ 
ter  circumftance,  indeed,  that  gave 
a  colouring  to  the  future  purfuits- 
of  his  life ;  to  the  former,  he  was 
indebted  for  a  feat  in  parliament*, 
and  a  regiment  of  militia. 

A  Handing  army  has  always 
been  conftdered  as  the  opprobrium 
of  liberty,  and  a  difgrace  to  a  free 
country.  To  counterbalance  this 
palpable  defedt  in  the  fyftem  (for  it 
is  not  inherent  in  our  policy.)  fome 
generous  fgirits  conceived  the  idea 
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ftf  a  national  and  ccnftitutional 


defence.  This  plan,  fo  long  fcotit- 
ed,  and  fmce,  in  a  great  urea  fore, 
emafculated  by  fubfequeot  regula¬ 
tions,  was  at  length  carried  into 
effect,  but  not  without  much  oppo- 
fition,  and  confiderabie  ditialisfac- 
tion  on  the  tide  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Wilkes,  who  was  a  great 
fcickler  for  the  meafure,  made  an 
offer  of  his  fervices  in  Bucking- 
ham  (hire  on  this  occaiio  a;  and  as 
he  lived  in  great  intimacy  with  Earl 
Temple,  the  then  lord-lieutenant, 
he  foon  became  member  for  Aylef- 
bury,  and  colonel  of  the  county- 
regiment.  It  is  to  be  recorded  a- 
tnong  the  other  lingular  anecdotes 
of  his  life,  that  nearly  at  tire  fame 
time  he  yeas  expelled  from  the  one 
office  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  difmifled  from  the  other  by  a 
mandate  from  the  firffi  executive 
magi  (Irate. 

The  member  for  Aylelbury  foon 
participated  in  the  general  refent- 
ment  again  11  Lord  Bute,  and,  pof- 
fefxing  a  happy  talent  for  fatire,  con¬ 
tributed  not  a  little  to  increafe  the 
hatred  he  had  everywhere  excited. 
But  this  was  not  all:  in  the  bit ter- 
nefs  of  his  refentment,  he  accufed 
the  nation  among  whom  that  no¬ 
bleman  was  born,  of  an  hereditary 
attachment  to  flaverv,  and,  without 
much  ceremony,  attacked  certain 
perfons,  who  fondly  hoped  that 
their  rank  was  not  only  too  lofty 
for  plebeian  animadverfions,  but 
even  dlffoived  all  connection  be¬ 
tween  guilt  and  fhame. 

^  Smollet  was  the  editor. 
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Mr,..  Wilkes' began' his  career  as 
an  author  in  1762  ;  and  his  firil 
political  publication,  at  prefen t 
known  with  certainty,  was  entitled, 
44  Obfervations  on  the  Papers  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Rupture  with  SpainT 
On  the  5th  of  June,  in  the  fame 
year,  he  became  the  editor  of  a  pe¬ 
riodical  paper  of  much  notoriety, 
called  the  44  North  Briton,”  which 
gave  a  particular  turn  to,  and  not 
only  influenced  the  future  pregrefs 
of  his  affairs,  but  actually  decided 
the  tenon r  of  his  whole  life.  No 
publication  that  ever  came  from  the 
Emrlifh  nrefs  was  read  with  more 

•  A 

mterefi,  or  circulated  with  greater 
avidity  than  this  (the  Letters  pf  Ju¬ 
nius  and  the  works  of  Paine  alone 
excepted).  Nor  were  the  effects 
difproportioned  either  to  the  end, 
with  which  it  was  launched  on  the 
ocean  of  popular  opinion,  or  the 
high  expectations  that  were  con¬ 
ceived  of  its  fuccefs.  It  was  in  vain 
that  the  minifters  attempted  to 
oppofe  its  progrefs,  by  means  of 
the  Briton  *  and  the  Auditor ;  the? 
latter  of  which  was  conducted  h¥ 
Mr.  Murphy,  a  man  of  confide  li¬ 
able  parts,  who,  in  the  courfe  of 
his  variegated  life,  has  defended 
the  arbitrary  principles  inculcated 
by  a  Tory  adminiftration,  and  pre- 
fented  us  with  a  Whig  verfion  of 
Tacitus.  His  pen,  however,  on 
this  occafion  was  made  to  drop 
from  his  hand,  by  the  mere  force 
of  ridicule  alone  •  and  his  Journal 
xtfelf  expired  in  the  flames  of  his 
own  Florida  Turf  f.  He,  however, 

did 


f  Such  as  with  to  be  better  acquainted  with  this  infra  nee  of  literary  jockeyihip, 
are  referred  to  a  note  in  p.  52,  vol.  1,  of  Bell’s  fecond,  edition  of'  Churchill’s 
works,  or  to  the  North  Briton.  Here  follows  the  epitaph  occafioned  by  the  dif- 
fomfiture  of  the  Auditor;  and  it  may  be  neceffary  to.  premife.  that  this,  event 

was 
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did  not  fall  alone,  for  bis  patron  fortune  of  arbitrary  councils,  nofc 
foon  lay  proftrate  by  his  fide  j  and  only  to  render  the  means  difpropor- 
although  he  was  fufpedted  of  re-  tionate  to  the  end,  but  to  have  re¬ 
gulating  the  motions  of  the  min  if-  courfe  to  odious  meafures  for  the 
terial  puppets  long  after  he  left  the  attainment  of  their  objedt.  It  was 
fiage,  yet,  fo  obnoxious  had  he  fen-  this  very  circumflance  that,  in  one 
dered  himfelf,  that,  from  this  mo-  age,  bereaved  Charles  of  his  iife9 
ment,  he  was  forced  to  bid  adieu,  James  of  his  crown,— and,  in  ano- 
at  lead:,  to  the  oftenfible  exercife  other,  endeared  Mr.  Wilkes  to  the 
of  power.  nation. 

The  Thane  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Had  a  common  adtion  taken  placer 
Grenville,  the  father  of  the  prefent  againft  the  editor  of  the  North  Bri- 
Lord  Grenville  and  the  Marquis  of  ton,  and,  after  due  convidtion,  a 
Buckingham;  who,  partly  from  ha-  moderate  fentcnce  been  inflicted, 
tred  to  the  author,  and  parly  from  Mr.  Wilkes  would  have  been  brand- 
animofity  to  his  own  brother,  with  ed  as  a  recorded  libeller.  It  was 
whom  he  had  quarrelled  (he  is  alfo  the  illegal  proceedings  which  occa- 
faid  to  have  been  mitigated  by  ano-  honed  that  gentleman  to  be  confi- 
ther  motive)  determined,  if  he,  dered  as  a  fuffering  patriot,  through 
could  not  fupprefs  the  publication,  whofe  tides  the  liberties  of  a  whole 
that  he  fhould,  at  lealt,  punilh  the  nation  were  wounded.  His,  there- 
editor.  The  crown-lawyers  were  fore,  from  that  moment,  eealed  to 
accordingly  on  the  watch,  and  fome  be  a  private  caufe — it  was  the  caufe 
unguarded  (perhaps  improper)  ex-  of  the  people, 
prefiions  in  No.  45— for  I  write  On  the  30th  of  April,  1763,  he 
not  an  eulogium— afforded  ample  was  arrefted  in  the  ftreet,  by  a 
opportunity  for  a  profecutiom  king’s  meflenger,  in  confequence 

1  ft  has  luckily  been  always  the  of  a  general  warrant*  againft  the. 

authors, 

teas  produced  by  a  waggifli  letter,  figned  Viator,  in  which  the  advantages  de¬ 
rived.  from  the  polTeffion  of  Florida  (obtained  by  the  peace  of  Paris)  are  ironical¬ 
ly  pointed  out,  particularly  the  peats  and  turf  that  were  to  warm,  the  poor  Anie- 
iXcaft  planters  in  the  winter  feafon. 

Siste,  Viator. 

“  Deep  in  this  bog,  the  Auditor  lies  Hill, 

“  His  labours  fnifh’d,  and  worn  out  his  quill  j 
His  fires  extinguifn’d,  and  his  works  unread, 
tl  In  peace  he  fleeps  with  the  forfaken  dead  ! 

With  heath  and  fedge,  oh  !  may  his  tomb  be  dreft*. 
u  And  his  own  turf  lie  light  upon  his  break.” 

Jit  quocunque  ojolunt  animum  Audit  or  is  agunto.  Hor. 

*  (Copy) 

3L.  S.  “George  Mountague  Dunk,  Earl  of  Halifax,  "V ifeount  Sunbury,  See. 
t(  Thefe  are  in  his  Majefty’s  name  to  authorife  and  require  you  (taking  aeon* 
liable  to  your  affiftance)  to  make  flrifl  and  diligent  fearch  after  the  authors,  prin¬ 
ters,  and  pubiifhers  of  a  feditious  and  treafonable  paper,  entitled  the  Horth  Briton, 
dumber  45,  Satuidav,  April  23d,  1763,  printed  for  George  Kearfley,  Ludgate- 
ftreet,  London ;  and  them  or  any  of  them  having  found,  to  apprehend  and  l'eize, 
together  with  their  papers,  and  to  bring  in  fafe  cuftody  before  me,  &e. 

u  Pirsfted  to  Nathae  Carrington,  &c. 

(Sigued)  "  Dunk  Halifax. 
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■authors,  printers,  and  publifhers 
of  the  North  Briton,  No.  45,  and 
•carried  to  his  own  houfe.  The 
publicity  of  the  afl  having  occa- 
ftoned  much  noife,  he  was  inftantly 
vitited  by  a  number  of  his  friends, 
and,  among  others,  by  Charles 
Churchill,  a  fellow-labourer  in  the 
political  vineyard,  whom  he  faved 
from  imprifonment  by  that  pre¬ 
fence  of  mind  which  never  deferted 
him  on  trying  occafions.  In  the 
mean  time  he  detired  two  other 
gentlemen  to  repair  to  the  court  of 
Common  Pleas,  and  fue  out  a  writ 
of  habeas  carpus,  in  confequence  of 
his  being  detained  a  prifoner  in  his 
own  houfe,  by  an  illegal  arrefi. 

As  Lord  Halifax  did  not  choofe 
to  proceed  diredfly  to  extremities, 
he  fent  feveral  polite  me  Cages  to 
Mr.  Wilkes,  requefting  his  compa¬ 
ny  :  but  the  latter  refoluteiy  refuf¬ 
ed,  and  could  not  be  prevailed  up¬ 
on  to  repair  to  his  Lordfhip’s  houfe, 
until  he  was  threatened  with  perfo- 
nal  violence,  and  given  to  under- 
iland  that  a  regiment  of  guards 
would,  if  neceflary,  be  called  in. 
On  this  he  proceeded  in  a  chair, 
attended  by  the  metfengers  and 
their  followers ;  he,  however,  re- 
fufed  to  anfwer  any  queflions  what¬ 
ever,  and  treated  Lord  Egremont, 
the  other  fecretary  of  hate,  who 
exhibited  too  much  of  the  info- 
lence  of  office  in  his  demeanor,  with 
great  fpirit. 

On  his  being  committed  to  the 
Tower,  he  was  prefled  to  offer  bail ; 
but  he  ftrenuoufly  refufed,  as  it 
would  have  looked  like  an  acqui¬ 
escence  in  the  juftice  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  againft  him,  although  two 
noblemen  offered  to  become  fure- 
ties  to  the  amount  of  100,0001. 
4*ach.  In  confequence  of  ftridt  or- 
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ders  for  that  purpofe,  he  was  kept 
a  clofe  prifoner;  and  Earl  Temple, 
and  the  reft  of  his  friends,  denied 
accefs  to  him,  until  two  habeafes 
were  iffued,  the  firft  having  been 
evaded  by  chicanery.  At  length, 
on  Tuefday  the  3d  of  May,  he  was 
brought  up  to  the  bar  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas,  where,  in  an  appotite 
fpeech,  he  complained  of  the  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  laws  ;  and  aflerted,  that 
he  had  been  treated  worfe  u  than 
if  he  had  been  a  Scotch  rebel.” 

The  court  having  taken  time  to 
deliberate,  lie  was  remanded,  and 
brought  up  once  more,  on  the  6th, 
when  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  Sir 
Charles  Pratt,  afterwards  Lord 
Camden,  ordered  him  to  be  dif- 
charged.  Fluthed  with  this  victo¬ 
ry,  in  the  courfe  of  that  very  night, 
he  wrote  a  bitter  and  farcaftic  letter 
to  the  two  lecretaries  of  ftate ;  in 
which,  after  recapitulating  the  cir- 
cumftances  relative  to  the  feizure 
of  his  papers,  he  demanded  the  re- 
ftitution  of  them,  under  the  title  of 
“  ftolen  goods,”  and  actually  appli¬ 
ed  to  Bow-ftreet  for  a  warrant  to 
fearch  their  houfes,  in  order  to  re¬ 
cover  pofleffion  of  his  property, 
which  had  been  felonioufly  taken 
away.  It  may  be  eaflly  fuppofed, 
that  a  magiftr.ate  under  the  immedi¬ 
ate  influence  of  the  miniftry,  refufed 
his  countenance  to  this  proceeding; 
but  recourfe  was  foon  had  to  a 
higher  authority,  and  ample  Tatis- 
faction  received. 

While  Mr.  Wilkes  was  yet  in  the 
Tower,  unlawfully  imprifoned,  and 
unconvifted,  therefore,  in  the  eye 
of  the  law,  fuppofed  to  be  at  once 
innocent  and  opprefled,  he  was 
doomed  to  experience  all  the  rigour 
of  royal  vengeance,  having  been 
actually  difinifled  from  bis  (ituation 
4  a  $  of 
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of  colonel  of  the  Bucks  militia,  by  ed  a  duel  between  Mr.  Wilkes  and 
a  mandate  N  with  which  the  Lord  Mr.  Martin*  member  for  Camel- 
Lieutenant  relu&anllv  complied,  ford,  and  late  fecretafy  to  the  trea- 
But  this  was  not  all ;  an  attempt  to  fury,  which  took  place  in  Hy de¬ 
al  [grace  was  foon  followed  by  ano-  Park,  on  the  16th  of  December, 
they,  calculated  to  ruin  him :  it  The  reprefentath/e  of  Aylefburp 
proved,  however,  contrary  to  all  behaved  with  great  gallantry  on 

this  occasion ;  and  the  wound  he  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  groin  greatly  encreaf- 
ed  the  number  of  his  partifans,  who 
were  pleafed  with  his  1-pi r it,  and 


human  calculation,  to  be  the  bails 
on  which  he  erected  the  edifice  of 
his  future  fortune. 

In  the  courfe  of  next  term,  an  in¬ 
formation  was  filed  againft  him,  in  eonfidered  him  as  a  martyr  in  the 

public:  caufe. 

Soon  after,  he  found  it  neceiTary 
to  retire  to  France ;  but  this  did 
not  in  the  leaf!  lend  to  abate  the 
vindictive  fpirit  of  his  enemies ;  for 
on  the  10th  of  January,  1764,  we 
find  him  expelled  the  Commons, 
and  a  new  writ  was  immediately  or¬ 
dered  to  be  Blued  for  Aylefoury. 
The  Houfe  of  Peers  alfo  thought 
its  privileges  violated,  in  the  per- 


the  King’s  Bench,  as  author  of  the 
North  Briton,  No.  45;  and,  on  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  being  vot¬ 
ed  4’  a  fa.lfe,  fcandalous,  and  fediti- 
it  was  ordered  to  be 
hands  of  the  com- 
a  fentence  which 
was  carried  info  execution  with 
much  difficulty  in  the  city  •  when 
Mr.  Sheriff  Plarlev,  who  displayed 
great  zeal  on  the  occafion,  was  mal¬ 


oti  s  libel,” 
burned  ,by 
men  hana  man 


f  b  O 


treated,  and  even  wounded  by  the  foil  of  the  Bifhop  of  Gloucefter, 
populace.  whofe  name  had  been  affixed  as 

Mr.  Wilkes  having,  in  his  turn,  editor  to  an  ohfeene  pamphlet, 
complained  to  the  Houfe  of  a  breach  printed  at  Mr.  Wilkes’s  private 
“ege,  was  not  only  refuted  prefs,  and  exhibited  a  remarkable 
but  a  refold  lion  palled,  refentmenl  on  that  account.  In 


of  pnv 
red  refs 


“  That  the  privilege  of  oarliament 
does  not  extend  to  the  cafe  of  writ¬ 
ing;  and  publilhihp’  fed  ideas  libels. 


'nor  ought  to  be  allowed  to  obftruct 


addition  to  this,  he  was  found  guil¬ 
ty,  in  the  court  of  King’s  Bench,  of 
the  republication  of  the  44  North 
Briton,  No.  45,  with  Notes,”  and 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  tbe  laws,  in  for  printing  and  publiflilng  the 
the  frezdy  and  effectual  profecution  44  Effay  on  Woman.”  Of  the  firft 
of  fo  heinous  and  dangerous  an  of-  of  thefe  productions,  he  was  avow- 
ferice.”  edly  the  editor;  but  as  to  the  fe- 

Some  words  that  palled  on  this  cond,  which  is  a  parody  on  Pope’s 
occafion,  in  conjunction  with  a  paf-  EBay  on  Man,  he  was  no  farther 
fage  in  the  N  erth  Briton,  occafion-  criminal  than  by  allowing  twelve 


% 


(Copy) 


i(  My  Lord,  Whitehall* 'May  4,  1763. 

t(  THE  King  having  judged  it  improper  that  John  Wilkes,  Efq.  fliould  any 


longer  continue  to  be  colonel  of  the  militia  for  the  county  of  Buckingham,  I  am 
commanded  to  fignify  Ins  Ma  jetty’s  pleafure  to  your  Lordfliip,  that  you  do  forth - 

officer  for  the  mill- 


with  give  the  needfary  orders  for  displacing  Mr.  Wilkes  as  an 
tia  for  the  county  of  Buckingham.  I  am, 
t£  To  the  Earl  Temple,” 


Egkemont.” 

copies 


copies  to  be  printed  at  his  apart¬ 
ments.  The  real  author  was  a  fon 
x)f  an  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 
In  both  inftances,  the  works  in 
queftion  were  obtained  by  the  baf- 
cft  fraud  ;  his  own  fervants  having 
been  bribed  and  fuborned  for  that 
very  purpofe. 

At  length  a  change  of  miniftry 
having  taken  place,  and  the  parlia¬ 
ment  being  difio.lved,  Mr.  Wilkes 
returned  to  his  native  country  ;  and 
notwithftanding  the  terrors  of  an 
outlawry,  a&ually  flood  candidate 
for  the  firfl  city  in  the  empire,  and 
only  loft  his  election  by  a  fmall 
majority.  He  proved  more  fuccefs- 
ful  in  the  firfl  county,  as  he  was  re¬ 
turned  a  knight  of  the  fhire  for  Mid- 
dlefex,  after  a  great  and  deciflve 
confceft. 

The  violated  laws  were,  how¬ 
ever,  thill  to  be  atoned  for ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  the  new  member,  with 
his  ufual  intrepidity,  voluntarily  fur- 
rendered  himfelf,  in  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench,  on  the  20th  of  April, 
1768;  and  on  Saturday  morning, 
June  18th,  fentence  was  pronounc¬ 
ed  ;  in  confequence  of  which  he 
was  imprifoned  for  twenty-two  ca¬ 
lendar  months,  and  obliged  to  pay 
a  fine  of  10001.  He  found  means, 
however,  to  get  his  outlawry  re- 
yerfed ;  and  this  was  accomplifhed 
with  lefs  difficulty  than  had  been 
expected,  as  Lord  Mansfield,  who, 
on  great  occaftons,  exhibited  evi¬ 
dent  fymptoms  of  timidity,  was 
alarmed  at  the  odium  attached  to 
all  thofe  concerned  in  the  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  did  not  perhaps  think  the 
bench  iifeif,  although  furrounded 
.by  mace-bearers  and  tipftaves,  fa- 
cred  from  the  fury  of  an  incenfed 
multitude. 

No  fooner  was  this  neceflary  pre¬ 
liminary  atcnieved,  than  the  adtion 


againft  Lord  Halifax,  who  had  hir 
therto  pleaded  the  outlawry  as  a  bar, 
was  recommenced,  and  a  verdict  of 
40001.  obtained.  This  ft  mi,  toger 
ther  with  10001.  recovered  from 
Mr.  Wood,  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State,  and  the  amount  of  the  ver¬ 
dicts,  damages,  and  cofts  of  iuit, 
were  all  paid  out  of  the  civil  lift,  by 
an  exprefs  order  of  council. 

To  balance  the  victory,  he  was 
doomed  to  fuffer  a  frefli  profecu- 
tion.  His  long  and  rigorous  im~ 
pnlonment  having  enfured  the  in¬ 
dignation  of  ail  liberal  and  indepen¬ 
dent  men,  and  inflamed  large  bo¬ 
dies  of  the  populace  ,  to  a  degree  of 
frenzy  little  fhorfc  of  madnefs,  ma¬ 
ny  riots  now  took  place;  and  St . 
George’s  Fields  became  the  fccne  of 
much  confufion.  There  were  two 
legal  modes  of  proceeding  in  this 
cafe.  The  firfl,  molt  gracious  and 
afiuredly  moil  politic,  would  have 
been  a  fpontaneous  exercife  of  the 
royal  mercy,  which,  by  its  exten- 
fion  to  the  prifoner,  would  have 
diflblved  the  affociations  entered  in¬ 
to  for  his  protection  and  fupporct, 
and  left  ,  him  without  complaint^ 
and  confequently  without  adhe¬ 
rents.  The  fecond.  was  the  confli- 
tutional  employment  of. the  civil 
power,  in  order  to  keep  the  peace, 
and,  in  cafe  of  infraction,  to  punifli 
the  offenders.  A  third  was,  how¬ 
ever,  recurred  to,  unknown  to  our 
ancient  laws,  equivocal  in  its  nature, 
and  problematical  in  its  application; 
this  was  the  calling  in  a  military 
force  :  .  a  meafure  ftrenuoUfly  re¬ 
commended  by  Lord  Weymouth, 
then  Secretary  of  State,  and  as 
warmly  combated  by  Mr.  Wilkes. 
This  produced  a  fecond  expul fion  ; 
and  as  one  injuftice  naturally  leads 
to  another,  gave  birth  to  the  nomi¬ 
nation  of  Mr.  Lu  tier  ell,  now  Lord 
A  a  4  Carhampton, 
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Carhampton,  as  the  fitting  member 
for  Middlefex,  although  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  duly  returned  by  the  fheriffs, 
-and  fairly  elected  by  an  immenfe 
majority. 

If  he  was  excluded,  however, 
from  parliamentary, — civic  honours 
poured  thick  upon  him.  While 
immured  within  the  walls  of  a  pri- 
ion  (in  1769)  he  was  elected  aider- 
man  of  Farringdon  Without  :  the 
moll  considerable  and  patriotic  ward 
in  the  metropolis.  Two  years  af¬ 
terwards,  he  afpired  to  and  obtain¬ 
ed  the  dignity  of  the  fiirievalty,  and 
in  1774  he  was  elevated  to  the  city 
chair.  In  all  thefe  different  rela¬ 
tions  he  exercifed  the  magifterial 
functions  with  great  fpirit  and  inte¬ 
grity,  and  in  the  laft  of  them  he  in¬ 
curred  frefh  *  debts,  by  fupporting 
the  honour  of  his  ftation. 

While  opprefled  by  the  accufa- 
tion  of  minifters,  the  gale  of  popu¬ 
lar  attachment  fet  in  ftrongly  in  his 
favour,  and  he  was  never  fo  great, 
or  perhaps  fo  happ  v,  as  when  af¬ 
flicted  by  the  persecution  of  the 
court.  His  caufe  was  fupported  by 
the  beit  and  ableft  men  in  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  his  debts  were  more  than  once 
paid  by  the  generous  care  of  his 
friends,  and  everv  immediate  want 
was  anticipated  by  the  ardour  of 
their  bounty  f.  But  this  was  not 
all :  they  were  determined  to  pro¬ 
cure  him  a  more  permanent  provi¬ 
sion,  and  accordingly  ftarted  him  as 


a  candidate  for  the  lucrative  offic© 
of  chamberlain  of  the  city  of  Lon* 
don.  Mr.  Hopkins  however  pre¬ 
vailed,  notwithstanding  his  charac¬ 
ter  was  tainted  refpecting  fbme  mo¬ 
ney  negotiations  with  a  minor  $ 
and  an  annual  conteft  took  place 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1779,  fince  which  period  Mr.  Wilkes 
occupied  that  fituation  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life. 

During;  the  whole  of  the  AmerL 
can  war,  he  was  a  ftrenuous  oppofer 
of  Lord  North’s  adminiftration,  and 
heartily  joined  his  own  perfonal 
enemies  in  oppofing  the  meafures, 
and  difplaying  the  guilt  of  that  juft- 
ly  odious  flatefman.  No  fooner 
was  the  noble  Lord  hunted  into  the 
toils,  and  brought  within  the  reach 
of  a  punifliment,  from  which  he  ef- 
caped  in  confequence  of  the  eager- 
nefs  difplayed  in  dividing  the  fpoils 
of  the  delinquent,  than  Mr.  Wilkes 
feized  that  opportunity  of  procur¬ 
ing  juftice  to  the  public  and  to  him- 
felf,  refpeCting  the  Middlefex  elec¬ 
tion.  The  day  this  fcandaious  de- 
cifion  was  refeinded  from  the  jour¬ 
nals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
may  be  faid  to  be  the  iafl  of  his  po¬ 
litical  career.  Indeed,  from  that 
moment,  he  feems  to  have  fuppofed 
his  million  at  an  end,  and  in  his  own 
exprefs  words,  to  have  conlidered 
himfelf  as  “  an  extinguished  vol¬ 
cano  !” 

In  his  perfon,  Mr.  Wilkes  was 


*  Thefe  were  the  only  debts  incurred  in  the  public  fervice;  and  I  underhand  that 
they  have  been  all  liquidated. 

t  Among  other  prefents  receiyed  by  him  was  a  cup  of  500I.  value,  made  by 
Mr.  Stephenfon,  of  Ludgate-hill,  on  which  he  caufed  the  following  lines  to  be 
engraved : 

ie  Proud  Buckingham,  for  law  too  mighty  grown, 

“  A  patriot  dagger  prob’d,  and  from  the  throne 
“  Sever’d  its  minion.  In  fucceeding  times, 

4i  May  all  thole  fav’rites  who  adopt  his  crimes 
<s<  Partake  his  fate,  and  ev’ry  Villars  feel 
H  The  keen  deep  fearchings  of  a  jpelton’s  heel.” 

tall, 
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tall,  agile,  and  lo  very  thin  towards 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  that  his 
limbs  feemed  cadaverous.  His  com- 
pl  xion  was  fallow,  and  he  had  an 
unfortunate  call  of  his  eyes,  that 
rendered  his  face  particularly  liable 
to  be  caricatured.  The  miniftry 
of  that  day  were  fo  fenfible  of  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  this 
fpecies  of  ridicule,  that  Hogarth  was 
actually  bought  off  from  the  popu¬ 
lar  party  by  means  of  a  penfion,  and 
earned  a  difhonburable  reward  by 
employing  his  graver  in  fatirifing 
his  former  friends.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  defefts  of  his  perfon,  Mr. 
Wilkes  at  one  time  actually  fet  the 
fathions,  and  introduced  blue  hair 
powder  on  his  return  from  France, 
in  1769. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  he  became  regardlefs  of  his 
drefs,  and  his  wardrobe  for  the  laft 
fifteen  years  feems  to  have  confifted 
of  a  faded  fcarlet  coat,  white  cloth 
waiftcoat  and  breeches,  and  a  pair 
of  military  boots,  in  which  he  was 
accuftomed  to  walk  three  or  four 
times  a  week,  from  Kentington  to 
Grofvenor-fquare,  and  from  Groft- 
venor-fquare  to  Guildhall.  Like 
moft  of  the  old  fchool,  he  never  de- 
fcended  from  the  dignity  of  a  cock¬ 
ed  hat ;  and  it  is  but  of  late  that  he 
abjured  the  long-exploded  fafhion 
of  wearing  a  gold  button  and  loop. 

His  ready  wit  was  proverbial, 
and  he  never  miffed  an  opportunity 
of  being  jocular  at  the  expence  of 
his  colleagues.  Sometimes  he  would 
difconcert  the  gravity  of  a  city  feaft 
by  his  fatire  ;  and  when  he  told  the 
late  Alderman  Burnell  (formerly  a 
bricklayer)  who  feemed  to  be  una¬ 
ble  to  manage  a  knife  in  the  Ample 


operation  of  cutting  a  pudding, 
“  that  he  had  better  take  his  trowel 
to  it,”  he  fet  the  whole  corpora¬ 
tion  in  a  roar. 

As  a  man  of  pleafure,  he  facrific- 
ed  to  his  pallions,  not  unfrequently 
at  the  expence  of  his  happinefs,  and 
even  of  his  character.  The  fcan- 
dal  attached  to  the  Order  of  St. 
Francis*,  of  which  he  vtas  a  mem¬ 
ber,  operated  conftderably  againft 
the  influence  of  his  politics ;  it  is 
not  a  little  remarkable,  however, 
that  men,  not  the  moft  famous  for 
the  chaftity  of  their  manners,  fuch 
as  the  Lords  Sandwich  and  March 
(the  latter  is  the  prefent  Duke  of 
Queenlbury)  ftiould  have  been  the 
moft  eager  to  deteCt  and  expofe  the 
follies  of  his  loofer  moments. 

1 1  cannot  be  denied  that  his  con¬ 
duct  as  a  magiftrate  was  not  only 
unexceptionable,  but  Ipirited  and 
exemplary ;  and  as  a  guardian  of 
the  morals  of  the  city  youth,  he  has 
not  been  excelled  by  any  of  his 
predeceflors.  The  fame  candour 
that  dictates  thefe  obfervations,  ob¬ 
liges  the  author  at  the  fame  time  to 
confefs  that  he  was  dilatory  in  the 
production  of  the  city  accounts,  and 
rather  too  attentive  to  the  emolu¬ 
ments  of  office. 

As  an  author,  he  poffefled  the 
Angular  merit  of  always  writing  to 
and  for  the  people.  His  fuccefs 
was  proportionate,  and  he  actually 
wrote  down  at  leaft  one  adminiftra- 
tion,  which  is  more  than  can  be 
faid  of  any  man  of  the  prefent  age. 
Flis  merits  can  only  be  appreciated 
by  the  benefits  he  has  conferred  on 
his  country.  It  was  he  who  firft 
taught  the  public  to  confider  the 
king’s  fpeech  as  the  mere  fabri- 


*  The  motto  over  the  door  of  Medmenham  abbey,  mull  be  allowed  to  have  been 
extremely  appropriate  j  it  was  “  Fa/s  ce  que  njoudras 


cation 


378  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


cation  of  his  miniflers,  and  as  fuch, 
proper  to  be  commented  on  ;  ap¬ 
plauded,  or  treated  with  contempt. 
By  his  bold  and  determined  con- 
cludS:  in  the  cafe  of  the  city  print¬ 
ers,  he  annihilated  the  power  of 
commitment  affirmed  by  the  fpeak- 
ers  warrant,  and  rendered  the  ju- 
xifdiftion  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms 
fubjedi  to  the  controui  of  a  confta- 
ble.  He  pimifhed  defpotic  fccreta- 
ries  of  hate,  by  holding  them  up  to 
public  fcorn,  abolfflied  general  war¬ 
rants,  and  obliged  even  Lord  Manf- 
held  to  declare  them  unlawful.  But 
this  was  not  all;  he  contributed  to 
render  an  Englifhman’s  houfe  hid 
caftle,  for  it  is  to  him  we  are  indebt¬ 
ed  for  the  benefit  of  having  our  pa 
pers  confidered  as  facred,  in  all  cafes 
fhort  of  high  treafon.  The  mo  Pi 
daring  minifter  muft  now  particu¬ 
larize  his  vidtim  by  name,  and  he 
cannot  attempt  to  rob  us  of  our  fe¬ 
rrets,  without  at  the  fame  time  en¬ 
deavouring  to  bereave  us  of  our 
lives. 

In  fhort,  with  all  his  faults,  Mr. 
Wilkes  poffefTed  fomething  more 
than  the  vapour  of  patriotifm  ;  he 
could  face  poverty  and  banifhment, 
defpife  a  jail,  refill:  corruption,  at¬ 
tack  and  overcome  tyranny.  Had 
his  exiftence  ceafed  at  the  clofe  of 
the  American  war,  his  memory, 
however,  would  have  been  more 
refpedled ;  he  outlived  his  reputa¬ 
tion  ;  and,  it  is  painful  to  add,  that 
when  he  died  at  his  daughter’s  houfe 
in  G rofvenor-fquare,  on  Tuefday 
December  27  th,  1797,  in  the  feven- 
ty-fhirci  year  of  his  age,  he  was  near¬ 
ly  forgotten.  Diflance  blends  and 
foftens  the  fliades  of  large  obi  efts  : 
Time  throws  her  mantle  over  petty 
defefts.  The  prefent  age  already 
confeffies  that  he  was  a  periecuted, 
the  next  will  probably  confider  him 


as  a  great  man.  At  all  events,  his 
name  will  be  connected  with  our 
hiflory ;  and  if  he  does  not  occupy 
the  chief  place,  a  niche,  at  leafip 
will  be  tenanted  bv  him  in  the  tern- 
pie  of  Fame. 


Anecdotes  of  Zimmerman.  From  his 
Life  by  Tiffot. 

JOHN  George  Zimmerman  was 
born  in  December  1728,  at 
Brug,  a  town  in  the  German  part 
of  the  canton  of  Bern.  His  fa¬ 
ther,  the  fenator  Zimmerman,  was 
born  of  a  family  which  had  been 
diftinguiflied,  during  feveral  ages, 
for  the  merit  and  integrity  with 
which  they  palled  through  the  firff 
offices  of  the  government.  His 
mother,  of  the  name  of  Pache,  was 
the  daughter  of  a  celebrated  coun- 
lellor  at  Merges,  in  the  French  part 
of  the  fame  canton;  which  accounts 
for  the  circumftance  of  the  two 
languages  being  equally  familiar  to 
him,  though  he  had  palled  only  a 
very  fhort  time  in  France.  Young 
Zimmerman  was  educated  at  home 
till  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen, 
when  he  was  fent  to  ftudy  the 
belles  lettres  at  Bern.  •  After  three 
years  had  been  thus  employed,  he 
was  transferred  to  the  fchool  of 
philofophy ;  where  the  prolix  com¬ 
ments  on  the  metaphyfics  of  Wolf 
feem  much  more  to  have  difgufted 
than  enlightened  him  The  death 
of  both  parents  leaving  him  at  li¬ 
berty  to  choofe  his  deffination  ip 
life,  he  determined  to  embrace  the 
medical  profeliion,  and  went  to 
Gottingen  in  1747.  Here  his 
countryman,  the  illuftrious  Haller, 
took  him  into  his  own  ihoufe,  di- 
refted  his  fhidies,  and  treated  hijn 
as  a  fon  and  a  friend.  Betides  the 

proper 
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proper  medical  profeffors,  Zimmer¬ 
man  attended  the  mathematical  and 
phyfical  lectures,  and  gained  a 
knowledge  of  Englifli  literature. 
He  paffed  four  years  in  this  univer- 
fity ;  part  of  the  laft  of  which  he 
employed  in  experiments  on  the 
doCtrine  of  irritability,  firft  pro- 
pofed  by  the  Englifli  anatomift 
Gliffon,  and  afterwards  purfued 
with  fo  much  fuccefs  bv  Haller. 
Zimmerman  made  this  principle 
the  fubjeft  of  his  inauniral  thefis, 
in  1751  ;  and  the  clearnefs  of  ftyle 
and  method  with  which  he  explain¬ 
ed  the  doCtrine,  with  the  ffrength 
of  the  experimental  proofs  by  which 
he  fupported  it,  gained  him  great 
reputation.  Our  anatomical  read¬ 
ers  are  doubilefs  acquainted  with 
the  controverfies  which  this  new 
.  fyftem  excited.  Though  Haller 
was  generally  confidered  as  its  au¬ 
thor,  feveral  attacks  were  directed 
againft  Zimmerman  in  particular, 
which  he  was  wife  enough  to  dis¬ 
regard-,  leaving  his  faffs  to  fpeak 
for  themfelves. 

After  a  few  months  fpent  in  a 
tour  to  Holland  and  France,  he 
returned  to  Bern  in  1752,  where  he 
was  received  with  great  cordiality. 
In  this  year  he  published  an  account 
of  Halier,  in  a  fhort  letter  to  a 
friend,  iriferted  in  the  journal  of 
Neufchatel,  and  written  in  French. 
Though  his  only  work  in  that  lan¬ 
guage,  it  has  much  elegance  of 
ftyle ;  and  it  was  the  bafis  of  his 
Life  of  Haller  which  was  publifhed 
at  Zurich  in  1755,  a  large  8vo,  in 
German.  During  his  hay  at  Bern 
he  married  a  very  amiable  and  cul¬ 
tivated  lady,  a  relation  of  Haller, 
of  the  name  of  Meley,  then  widow 
of  a  M.  Stek.  Shortly  afterward, 
the  pelf  of  public  phyfician  to  his 
native  .town  of  JBrug  becoming  va- 
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cant,  he  received  an  invitation  to 
occupy  it;  with  which  he  complied. 
Here  he  earneftlv  devoted  himfelf 

j 

to  the  fiudies  and  duties  of  his  pro- 
fefiion  ;  not  neglecting,  however, 
thofe  literary  purfuits  which  are 
neceflary  to  fill  up  the  time  of  a 
man  of  education,  in  a  place  which 
a  fiords  few  of  the  refources  of  fuit- 
able  fociety.  He  amufed  himfelf 
occafionally  with  writing  little 
pieces,  which  he  feint  to  a  journal 
printed  at  Zurich  under  (he  title 
of  The  Monitor.  As  his  pleasures 
were  almoff  excluiively  confined  to 
his  family  and  his  frudy,  he  here 
contracted  that  real  or  fuppofed 
love  for  folitude,  which  gave  inch 
a  colour  to  his  writings,  if  not  to 
his  life.  It  feems,  however,  at  firfl 
to  have  been  rather  forced  than 
natural ;  and  to  have  been  the  fp le¬ 
nd  lc  refource  ot  a  man  who  was 
never  well  fatisfied  with  the  ob- 
feurity  of  a  fituation  which  was 
by  no  means  adequate  to  his  talents 
and  reputation.  In  this  place,  his 
years  paffed  on  ufefully  for  the 
improvement  of  his  mind  ;  but,  as 
it  appears,  not  very  happily.  Hi's 
natural  fenfibility,  from  a  want  of 
objects  to  divert  it,  preyed  on  it™ 
felt ;  and  he  was  rendered  miferable 
by  a  thoufand  domeftic  cares  and 
anxieties,  which  he  would  have  felt 
much  more  lightly  in  the  tumult  of 
public  life.  He  took, however,  the 
belt  method  in  his  power  for  relief, 
by  employing  his  pen  with  affiduity 
on  profeffional  and  literary  topics. 
In  i  754,  he  fent  to  the  Phylico- 
Medical  Society  of  Bafil,  a  very 
good  cafe  of  fpafmodic  quincy, 
together  with  fome  obfervations  on 
the  hyfteric  tumours  of  Sydenham. 
In  1755  he  compofed  a  fhort  poem, 
in  German,  on  the  earthquake  of 
Lilbon ;  which  was  much  efteemed 

by 
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by  adequate  judges,  and  placed  him 
among  the  earlieft  improvers  of  that 
language.  In  1756  appeared  his 
fed  Effay  on  Solitude:  averyfhort 
performance.  Two  years  after¬ 
ward,  he  began  to  enlarge  its  plan, 
<md  to  collet  materials  for  his  more 
extended  publication  on  this  fub- 
jed.  Ble  alfo  formed  the  plan  of 
his  work  on  the  Experience  of 
Medicine,  of  which  the  drd  volume 
appeared  in  1763.  In  1758  he 
published  his  EiTay  on  National 
Fride,  'which  pafTed  with  rapidity 
through  feveral  editions,  and  was 
tranilated  into  foreign  languages, 
and  much  admired.  In  this  per¬ 
formance  is  one  of  thofe  predictions 
of  an  approaching  revolution  in 
Europe,  which  are  to  be  found  in 
various  works  of  literature-— but, 
as  M.  TifTot  thinks,  nowhere  with 
more  fagacity  and  exaeftnefs.  “  The 
univerfal  fpread  of  light  and  philo- 
fophy,  the  vices  demonitrated  in 
the  exifting  mode  of  thinking,  the 
attacks  on  received  prejudices,  all 
£hew  a  boldnefs  in  opinion  which 
announces  a  revolution  ;  and  this 
revolution  will  be  happy  if  it  be 
directed  by  political  wifdom  and 
fubmiffion  to  the  laws  of  the  Hate  : 
but,  fhould  it  degenerate  into  cri¬ 
minal  audacity,  it  will  cod  to  fome 
their  property,  to  others  their  li¬ 
berty,  to  many  their  life. ” 

Notwithdanding  a  copious  medi¬ 
cal  praCtice,  now  extended  bv  many 
foreign  confultations,  and  the  liter- 
ary  employment  of  his  leifure,  Zim¬ 
merman’s  difeontent  with  his  litua- 
fion  was  fuch,  that  his  friends,  and 
particularly  his  prefent  biographer, 
made  various  efforts  to  procure  him 
a  new  edablidiment ;  none  of  which 
were  as  yet  fuccefsful.  It  appears, 
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indeed,  that  his  own  irrefolution, 
and  a  kind  of  timidity  which  always 
adhered  to  him,  were  the  principal 
obdacles  in  fome  inftances.  Mean¬ 
time,  however,  he  did  not  ceafe  to 
lay  the  folid  foundations  of  more 
extenfive  fame  by  profeffional  writ¬ 
ings.  An  epidemic  fever,  which 
reigned  in  Switzerland  in  the  years 
1763,  4,  and  5,  and  which  in  the 
latter  year  changed  to  a  dyfentery, 
furnifhed  him  with  a  copious  fore 
of  obfervations,  and  produced  his 
Treatife  on  the  Dyfentery,  which 
gained  him  great  reputation.  This 
was  the  lad  condderable  medical 
work  that  he  compofed,  though  he 
continued  to  write  fhort  pieces  on 
occafional  topics.  It  fhould  not 
be  omitted  that  his  cordial  friend, 
M.  TilTot,  bv  addreffing  to  him  his 
own  letters  on  the  prevailing  epi¬ 
demic,  contributed  to  extend  his 
profeffional  fame.  At  length,  the 
vacant  pod  of  Phyfician  to  the 
King  of  England  at  Hanover,  which 
had  been  offered  to  M.  Tiffot,  was 
by  his  intereft  procured  for  Zim¬ 
merman  ;  and  being  accepted,  he 
removed  to  Hanover  in  1768. 

This  new  fituation,  however,  was 
far  from  producing  the  acceffion  of 
happinefs  which  was  expefted  from 
it. 

•  / 

A  few  days  after  his  arrival,  he 

loft  the  lord  of  the  regency  who 
was  mod  attached  to  him.  The 
diforder,  of  which  he  fird  felt  the 
commencement  while .  he  redded 
at  Brug  :f,  condantly  increafed, 
and  was  accompanied  with  acute 
pains,  which  fome  times  rendered 
irkfome  the  execution  of  his  duty. 

J 

The  jealoufy  of  a  colleague,  now 
dead,  caufed  him  a  number  of  thofe 
flight  irritations  which  he  would 


*  This  appears  to  have  been  a  fpecies  of  hernia. 
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not  have  felt  when  in  health,  but 
which  the  ftate  of  his  nerves  now 
rendered  almoft  infupportable. 
Some  perfons  thought  he  would  do 
any  thing  to  conciliate  their  good¬ 
will,  and  would  have  had  him- every 
moment  with  them.  44  Women 
who  drank  coffee  with  George  II. 
perfuade  themfelves  that  I  ought 
to  be  at  their  command,  as  I  fhould 
have  been  at  his.”  They  would 
have  made  him  their  Have ;  and  this 
was  a  part  not  adapted  for  him. 
He  knew  that  it  was  for  the  difeafe, 
not  the  patient,  to  regulate  the 
number  and  the  hours  of  a  phyfici- 
'an’s  vifits  ;  and  lie  always  acfed  on 
this  principle  :  but  the  perfons 
whofe  caprices  he  thwarted  did  not 
take  pains  to  make  his  abode  agree¬ 
able.  The  health  of  his  wife, 
which  always  determined  his  own, 
declined  rapidly  ;  while  that  of  his 
children,  which  had  never  been 
jftrong,  did  not  become  fo.  Luck¬ 
ily,  the  public  confidence  foon  forc¬ 
ed  him  to  a  continued  occupation, 
which  is  the  fureft  refource  again  ft 
Unealinefs.  His  patients  in  Han¬ 
over,  confultations  from  all  the 
north,  and  patients  who  themfelves 
came  to  confult  him,  at  length  dif- 
pelled  his  melancholy. 

In  1770,  he  had  the  misfortune 
of  lofinp-  his  wife ;  a  deprivation 
which  touched  him  moil  fenfibly ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  his  own  com¬ 
plaint  grew  worfe.  His  friend  Tif- 
fot  advifed  him  to  feek  the  belt 
chirurgical  afiiflance,  and  perfuaded 
him,  in  1771,  to  go  to  Berlin  and 
put  himfelf  under  the  care  of  the 
celebrated  Meckel.  He  was  re¬ 
ceived  into  this  burgeon's  houfe  ; 
and  an  operation  was  performed 
which  fucceeded.  The  time  of  his 
convaiefcence  was  one  of  the  moll 
agreeable  in  his  life.  He  made  a 


number  of  acquaintances  among 
diftingu idled  characters  at  Berlin, 
was  prefented  to  the  king,  and  was 
honoured  with  particular  notice 
from  him.  His  reception  on  his 
return  to  Hanover  was  equally 
pleating.  He  now  again  plunged 
into  bufinefs,  and  again  domeftic 
and  profefiional  cares  brought  on 
hypochondriacal  complaints.  In 
1775,  by  way  of  vacation,  he  made 
a  journey  to  Laufanne,  where  his 
daughter  was  placed  for  education, 
and  puffed  five  weeks  with  M» 
TifTot. 

M.  Zimmerman  was  unhappy  in 
the  fate  of  his  children.  His  ami¬ 
able  daughter,  whom  he  moll  ten¬ 
derly  loved,  fell  into  a  lingering 
malady  foon  after  the  had  left  Lau¬ 
fanne,  which  continued  five  years, 
and  then  carried  her  off; — while 
his  fon,  who  was  from  infancy 
troubled  with  an  acrid  humour, 
after  various  viciifitudes  of  nervous 
affections,  fettled  in  perfeCt  idiocy  ; 
in  which  Bate  he  has  now  remained 
twenty  years.  To  alleviate  thefe 
diffrefies,  a  fecond  marriage  pro¬ 
perly  occurred  to  the  minds  of  his 
friends,  and  they  chofe  for  him 
a  moft  fuitable  companion,  in  the 
daughter  of  M.  de  Berger,  king’s1 
phyfician  at  Lunenburg.  The 
union  took  place  in  1782,  and 
proved  the  greateffc  charm  and  fup- 
port  of  all  his  remaining  life.  His 
lady  was  thirty  years  younger  than, 
him,  but  fhe  perfectly  accommo¬ 
dated  herfelf  to  his  tafte,  and  in¬ 
duced  him  to  cultivate  fociety 
abroad  and  at  home  more  than  he 
had  hitherto  dene.  About  this 
time,  he  employed  himfelf  in  com¬ 
pleting  his  favourite  work  on  Soli¬ 
tude  ;  which,  at  the  diftance  of 
thirty  years  from  the  publication  of 
the  firfl  effay  on  the  fubjeCt,  ap¬ 
peared 
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peared  in  its  new  form  in  the  years 
1 784 and  1786,  in  4  vols.  His  ideas 
of  foli tude  had  probably  been 
ioftened  by  fo  long  an  intercourfe 
with  the  world;  and 'as  he  now 
defined  it  “  that  ftate  of  the  foul 
in  which  it  abandons  ilfelf  freely 
to  its  reflections,”  it  was  not  necef- 
fary  to  become  either  a  monk  or 
a.n  anchorite  in  order  to  partake  of 
its  benefits.  Had  it  not  been  pre¬ 
sented  under  to  accommodating  a 
form,  a  philofopher  might  have 
fimiled  at  the  circumftance  of  a  re¬ 
commendation  of  foil  tude  from  a 
cpurt-phvfician,  becoming  the  fa¬ 
vourite  work  of  one  of  the  moil: 
Splendid  and  ambitious  of  crowned 
heads.  .The  Emprefs  of  Ruilia 
Sent  her  exprefs  thanks  to  the  au¬ 
thor  for  the  pieafure  which  the  had 
derived  from  the  work,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  magnificent  prefent, 
and  commenced  with  him  a  regu¬ 
lar  correipondence,  which  fubfifted 
with  great  freedom  on  her  part  till 
1792  ;  when  file  fuddenly  dropped 
it.  She  alfo  gave  him  an  invitation 
to  fettle  at  Petertburgh  as  her  firfl 
phyfician ;  and,  on  his  declining  the 
offer,  file  requqfted  his  recommen¬ 
dation  of  medical  practitioners  for 
her  towns  and  armies,  and  confer¬ 
red  on  him  the  Order  of  Wlado- 
mir. 

One  of  the  moft  diftinguiflied 
incidents  of  his  life  was  the  fum- 
mons  which  he  received  to  attend 
the  great  Frederic  in  his  laft  illnefs, 
in  1786.  It  was  at  once  evident 
that  there  was  no  room  for  the  ex- 
ercife  of  his  medical  tkill  •  but  he 
improved  the  opportunity  which 
he  thus  enjoyed  of  confidential  in¬ 
tercourfe  with  that  illuftrious  cha¬ 
racter,  whofe  mental  faculties  were 
.pre-eminent  to  the  la  ft ;  and  he 
derived  from  it  the  materials  of  an 


interefting  narrative,  which  he  af¬ 
terward  pubhfhed.  The  partiality 
of  this  prince  in  his  favour  naturally 
diipofed  him  to  a  reciprocal  good 
opinion  of  the  monarch ;  and  in 
17  88  he  published  a  Defence  of 
Frederic  the  Great  againft  the 
Count  de  Mirabeau  ;  which,  in 
1790,  was  followed  by  Fragments 
on  Frederic  the  Great,  in  3  vols. 
l2mo.  All  his  publications,  rela¬ 
tive  to  this  king,  gave  offence  to 
many  individuals,  and  fubjeCted 
him  to  fevere  criticifm  ;  which  he 
felt  with  far  more  fenfibility  than 
confifted  with  his  peace  of  mind. 
His  religious  and  political  opinions 
hkewife,  in  his  latter  years,  began 
to  be  in  wide  contradiction  with 
the  principles  that  were  afliduoufiy 
propagated  all  over  Europe  ;  and 
this  added  perpetual  fuel  to  his 
irritability.  The  Society  of  the 
Illuminated,  coalefced  with  that  of 
Free  Mafons,  rofe  about  this  time 
in  Germany,  and  excited  the  moil 
violent  commotions  among  men  of 
letters  and  reflection.  It  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  in  view  nothing  lefs 
than  the  abolition  of  chriflianity, 
and  the  fubverfion  of  all  conftitut- 
ed  authorities ]  and  while  its  par¬ 
ti  zans  expeCted  from  it  the  moft 
beneficial  reforms  of  every  kind, 
its  opponents  dreaded  from  it  every 
mifehief  that  could  poflibly  happen 
to  mankind.  Zimmerman,  who  is 
reprefented  by  his  friend  as  a  hun¬ 
ter  of  feCts,  was  am  on  a  the  firff 
who  took  alarm  at  this  formidable 
aflbciation.  His  regard  for  religion 
and  focial  order,  and  perhaps  his 
connexions  with  crowned  heads, 
caufed  him  to  fee  in  the  moft  ob¬ 
noxious  light  all  the  principles  of 
ihefe  new  philofophers.  He  at-, 
tacked  them  with  vigour,  formed 
counter  afTociations  with  other  men 
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of  letters,  and  at  length  took  a  ftep 
which  we  leave  his  friends  to  juf- 
tify9— that  of  addreffing  to  the  Em¬ 
peror  Leopold  a  memoir,  painting 
in  the  ftronge  ft  colouring  the  per¬ 
nicious  maxims  of  the  feft,  and 
iuggefiing  the  means  of  fupprelT- 
ing  it  \  means  which  we  underftand 
to  have  depended  on  the  decifivc 
interference  of  civil  authority. 
Leopold,  who  was  well  inclined  to 
inch  meafures,  received  his  memoir 
very  gracioufly,  and  fent  him  a  let¬ 
ter  and  fplendid  prefent  in  return  : 
but  his  death,  loon  afterward,  de¬ 
prived  the  caufe  of  its  moft  power¬ 
ful  protestor.  M.  Zimmerman, 
however,  in  conjunction  with  M. 
Hoffman  of  Vienna,  who  had  in- 
lli tilted  a  periodical  work  on  the 
old  principles,  did  not  relax  in  their 
zeal.  They  attacked  and  were  at¬ 
tacked  in  turn  ;  and  Zimmerman, 
Unfortunately,  embroiled  kimfelf 
with  the  courts  of  lave  by  a  paper 
publifhed  in  Hoffman’s  journal, 
infilled  “  The  Baron  de  Knigge  un- 
mafked  as  an  illuminate,  democrat, 
and  feducer  of  the  people.”  As  this 
charge  was  in  part  founded  on  a 
work  not  openly  avowed  by  the 
Baron,  a  prccefs  was  infHaited 
againft  Zimmerman  as  a  libeller, 
and  he  was.  unable  to  exculpate 
himfelf.  This  ftate  of  warfare  may 
well  be  imagined  to  be  extremely 
unfriendly  to  an  irritable  fyifem  of 
nerves  *  and  the  agitation  of  the 
Doctor’s  mind  was  farther  increafed 
by  his  perfonal  fears  on  the  approach 
of  the  French  towards  the  elector¬ 
ate  of  Hanover,  in  1794.  The  idea 
of  becoming  a  poor  emigrant  per¬ 
petually  haunted  him ;  nor  could 
the  negotiation  that  fecured  the 
country  reftore  him  to  tranquillity. 

From  the  month  of  November 


he  had  loft  deep,  appetite,  ftrength, 
and  fiefh.  This  ffate  of  decline 
continually  advanced.  In  January 
he  fall  paid  fome  vilits  in  his  car¬ 
riage,  but  often  fainted  at  the  top 
of  the  ftaircafe.  Writing  a  recipe 
was  a  labour  to  him  ;  he  complain¬ 
ed  fometimes  of  confufion  in  his 
head,  and  at  length  quitted  all  bu fi¬ 
ne  fs.  This  was  at  firft  deemed  an. 
hypochondriac  fancy,  but  it  was 
foon  perceived  that  a  fettled  me¬ 
lancholy  did  not  permit  him  long 
to  follow  the  train  of  his  ideas. 
That  happened  to  him  which  has 
happened  to  fo  many  men  of  ge¬ 
nius  :  one  ftrong  idea  obtained  the 
afcendancy  over  all  the  reft,  and 
fu bdued  the  foul,  which  was  unable 
to  remove  it  out  of  fight.  Preferr¬ 
ing  all  his  prefence  of  mind,  and 
the  clearnefs  of  his  conceptions  on 
all  other  objects,  but  no  longer 
chufing  to  occupy  himfelf  with 
them,  incapable  of  all  labour,  and 
not  giving  even  his  advice  without 
difficulty,  he  continually  faw  the 
enemy  plundering  his  houfe,  as 
Pafchal  always  faw  a  globe  of  fire 
at  his  fide  •  Bonnet,  an  honeft  man- 
robbing  him  ;  and  Spinello,  the  De¬ 
vil  Sanding  oppofite  to  him.  He 
ufed  fome  remedies,  and  took  a. 
journey ;  but  all  to  no  purpofe.  He. 
re-entered  his  houfe  with  the  fame, 
idea  with  which  he  had  quitted  it  5. 
perfuaded  himfelf  that  he  faw  it 
pillaged ;  and  fancied  that  he  was. 
entirely  ruined. 

This  notion  impreffed  him.  fo 
ffrongly,  that  his  abfUnence  from 
food  at  laft  was  partly  attributed  to 
his  fear  of  poverty.  He  was  worn 
away  to  a  fkeleton,  became  deore- 
pid,  and  at  fix ty -fix  died  of  old 
age.  He  expired  October  7 fib, 
1795. 
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Anecdotes  of  Baron  Born ,  the  celebrated 
Bohemian  Chymijl . 

From  Townfon’s  Travels  in  Hungary , 
4/o,  /z.  4 10. 

THE  Baron  was  born  at  Carlf- 
burg  in  Tranfylvania,  of  a 
noble  family,  came  early  in  life  to 
Vienna,  and  ftudied  und^r  the  Jefu- 
its;  who,  no  doubt,  perceiving  in 
him  more  than  common  abilities,  and 
that  he  would  one  day  be  an  honour 
to  their  order,  prevailed  on  him  to 
enter  into  it;  but  of  this  fociety  h(j 
was  a  member  only  for  about  a  year 
and  a  half.  He  then  left  Vienna 
and  went  to  Prague,  where,  as  it  is 
the  cuftom  in  Germany,  he  ftudied 
the  law.  As  foon  as  he  bad  com¬ 
pleted  his  ftudies,  he  made  a  tour 
through  apart  of  Germany,  PIol- 
land,  the  Netherlands,  and  France  ; 
and  returning  to  Prague,  he  engag¬ 
ed  in  the  ftudies  of  natural  hiftory, 
ruining,  and  their  connected  branch¬ 
es  ;  and  in  1770  he  was  received  in¬ 
to  the  department  of  the  mines  and 
mint  at  Prague.  As  we  learn  from 
his  letters,  this  year  he  made  a  tour, 
and  viftted  the  principal  mines  of 
Hungary  and  Tranfylvania,  and 
during  it  kept  up  a  correfpondence 
with  the  celebrated  Ferber,  who  in 
1774  publifhed  his  letters.  It  was 
in  this  tour  that  he  fo  nearly  loft  his 
life,  and  where  he  was  ftruck  with 
that  difeafe  which  embittered  the 
reft  of  his  days,  and  which  was  only 
rendered  fupportable  by  a  ftrong 
philofophic  mind  and  adtive  difpo- 
fition. 

It  was  at  Felfo-Banya  where  he 
met  with  this  misfortune,  as  appears 
from  his  eighteenth  letter  to  Mr. 
Ferber.  He  defcended  here  into  a 
mine  where  fire  was  ufed  to  detach 
the  ore,  to  obferve  the  efficacy  of 
this  means,  too  foon  after  the  fire 


had  been  extinguifhed,  and  whilfL 
the  mine  was  full  of  arfenical  va¬ 
pours  raifed  by  the  heat.  “  My  long 
file  nee,”  fays  he  to  his  friend  Fer¬ 
ber,  a  is  the  confequence  of  an  un¬ 
lucky  accident,  which  had  aimoft 
coft  me  my  life.  I  defcended  the 
great  mine  to  fee  the  manner  of 
applying  the  fire,  and  its  effects  on 
the  mine,  when  the  fire  was  hardly 
extinct,  and  the  mine  was  full  of 
fmoke.”  How  greatly  he  buffered 
in  his  health  by  this  accident  ap¬ 
pears  from  his  letter  which  we  men¬ 
tioned  when  we  fpoke  of  Tokay  ; 
where  it  will  be  remembered  h@- 
complained  that  he  could  hardly 
bear  the  motion  of  his  carriage. 
Upon  this  misfortune  he  haftened 
to  Vienna.  After  this  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  at  Prague  counfellor  of  the 
mines.  In  1771  he  publifhed  a 
fmall  work  of  the  Jefuit  Poda,  on 
the  machinery  ufed  about  mines ; 
and  the  next  year  his  Lithojilylaciunt- 
Borneanum .  This  is  the  catalogue 
of  his  collection  of  foffils  which 
he  afterwards  difpofed  of  to  the  = 
Honourable  Mr.  Greville.  This 
work  drew  on  him  the  attention  of 
mineralogifts,  and  brought  him  in¬ 
to  correfpondence  with  the  firft  men 
in  this  line.  He  was  now  made  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Societies  of 
Stockholm,  Vienna,  and  Padua ; 
and  in  1774  the  fame  honour  was 
conferred  on  him  by  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety  of  London. 

During  his  refidence  in  Bohemia, 
he  did  not  apply  himielf  to  the  bu- 
finefs  of  his  charge  alone ;  but  his 
active  difpo.fition  induced  him  to 
feek  for  opportunities  of  extending 
knowledge,  and  of  being  ufeful  to 
the  world.  He  took  a  part  in  the 
work  entitled  Portraits  of  the  Learned 
Men  and  Artifis  of  Bohemia  a7id  Mora¬ 
via.  He  was  likewife  concerned  in 
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the  Afta  Liter  aria  Bohemia  &  Mora¬ 
via  ;  and  the  editor  of  the  latter 
publicly  acknowledges  in  the  pre¬ 
face  to  it,  how  much  Bohemian  li¬ 
terature  is  indebted  to  him.  Prague 
and  Vienna  were  both  without  a 
public  cabinet  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Undents :  it  was  at  his  mitigation 
that  government  was  induced  to 
form  one ;  and  he  himlelf  afiifted  by 
his  contributions  and  his  labours. 
In  1775  he  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
literary  fociety;  which  publifhed  fe- 
veral  volumes,  under  the  title  of 
J Memoirs  of  a  Private  Society  in  Bohemia. 

His  fame  reaching  the  Emprefs 
Mary  Therefa,  in  1776  file  called 
him  to  Vienna  to  arrange  and  de- 
fcribe  the  imperial  collection :  and 
about  two  years  after,  he  publifhed 
the  fplendid  work  containing  the 
Conchology  :  in  the  execution  of 
this,  I  believe  he  had  fome  afiift- 
ance.  The  Emprefs  defrayed  the 
expences  for  a  certain  number  of 
copies.  On  the  death  of  this  pa¬ 
tron  the  work  was  difcontinued,  her 
fucceifor,  the  Emperor  Jofeph,  not 
favouring;  the  undertaking.  He  had 
likewife  the  honour  of  inftruCting 
the  Archduchefs  Maria  Anna  in 
natural  hiftory,  who  was  partial  to 
this  entertaining  ftudy  ;  and  he 
formed  and  arranged  for  her  a  neat 
mufeum.  In  1779  he  was  raifed  to 
the  office  of  ACtual  Counfellor  of 
the  Court  Chamber,  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  mines  and  mint.  This 
office  detained  him  conftantly  in 
Vienna,  and  engaged  the  chief  part 
of  his  time. 

The  confequences  of  his  misfor¬ 
tune  at  Felfo-Banya  began  now  to 
be  felt  in  the  fevereft  manner;  he 
was  attacked  with  the  moll  excru¬ 
ciating  colics,  which  rofe  to  fuch  a 
degree  as  to  threaten  a  fpeedy  ter¬ 
mination  of  his  life  and  miferies.. 
Vot, 


In  this  depth  of  torment  he  had  re* 
courfe  to  the  ufual  calmer  of  bodily 
pain,  opium  ;  and  a  large  portion  of 
this  being  placed  by  the  fide  of  him, 
which  he  was  ordered  only  to  take 
in  fmall  dofes  ; — once  brought  to 
defperation  through  the  intenfity 
of  his  pain,  he  fwal lowed  it  at  one 
draught.  This  brought  on  a  lethar¬ 
gy,  which  lafted  four-and-twenty 
hours ;  but  when  he  awoke  he  Was 
free  of  his  pains.  The  diforder 
now  attacked  his  legs  and  feet,  par¬ 
ticularly  his  right  leg,  and  in  this 
he  was  lame  for  the  reft  of  his  life. 
Sometimes  the  lamenefs  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  pain,  fometimes  not. 
But  his  feet  by  degrees  withered, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  fit  or  lie,  or 
lean  upon  a  fopha ;  though  fome¬ 
times  he  was  fo  well  as  to  be  abl@ 
to  fit  upon  a  ftool,  but  not  to  move 
from  one  room  to  another  without 
a  ffi  fiance. 

His  free  and  aCtive  genius  led 
him  to  intereft  himfelf  in  all  the 
occurrences  of  the  times,  and  to 
take  an  active  part  in  all  the  inftitu- 
tions  and  plans  for  enlightening 
and  reforming  mankind.  With 
thefe  benevolent  intentions,  he 
formed  connections  with  the  free 
mafons,  whofe  views  in  this  part  of 
the  world  were  fomething  more 
than  eating  and  drinking,  as  may 
be  conjedtured  by  the  laws  and  re¬ 
gulations  made  againft  mafonry  by 
the  Emperor  Jofeph.  Under  The¬ 
refa,  this  order  was  obliged  to  keep* 
itfelf  very  fecret  in  Auftria  ;  but 
J  ofeph,  on  his  coming  to  the  throne, 
tolerated  it ;  and  the  Baron  founded 
in  the  Auftrian  metropolis  a  lodge 
called  the  True  Concord.  This 
was  no  card  club,  or  aflociation  for 
eating  and  drinking,  where  the  lead¬ 
ing  members  were  chofen  by  their 
capacity  for  taking  in  folids  and  li- 
B  h  quids* 
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quids,  and  where  a  good  long  was 
conlidered  as  a  lirft  rate  qualifica¬ 
tion  ;  hilt  a  fociety  of  learned  men, 
whofe  lodge  was  a  place  of  rend ez- 
vous  for  the  literati  of  the  capital. 

No  doubt  the  obftacles  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen  would  find  to  the  progrefs 
of  fcience  and  ufeful  knowledge,  in 
the  church  hierarchy,  and  in  the 
cabals  of  courtiers,  would  draw  their 
attention  to  political  fubjects ;  and 
fubjects  were  reallv  difcuffed  here 
which  the  church  had  forbid  to  be 
fpoken  of,  and  which thegovernment 
muff  have  wifhed  not  to  be  thought 
of.  At  their  meetings,  differtations 
on  feme  fubjebt  of  hiltory*  ethics, or 
moral  philofophv,  were  read  by  the 
'members :  and  commonly  home- 
thing  on  the  hiftorv  of  ancient  and 
modern  m vfteries,  and  fecret  focie- 
iies.  Thefe  were  afterwards  pub- 
lifned  in  the  Diarv  for  Free  Ma- 
fons,  for  the  life  of  the  initiated, 
and  not  for  public  faie.  In  the 
winter  they  met  occafionallv,  and 
held  more  public  difeourfes,  to 
which,  the  members  of  the  other 
lodges  were  allowed  accefs.  As 
moil  of  the  learned  of  Vienna  be¬ 
longed  to  this  lodge,  it  was  very  na¬ 
tural  to  fuppofe  that  many  of  the 
tih foliations  read  here  were  not 
quite  within  the  limits  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  plan  of  the  fbciety.  It  was 
thefe  differtations,  I  believe,  which 
gave  rife  to  another  periodical  work, 
•entitled,  Phyjicalifche  Aibcittm  der  du¬ 
ty  achti  gen  Fremide  in  Wien ,  which  was 
v  continued  for  feme  time  by  the 
Baron  and  his  brother  mafons.  He 
was  like  wife  active  in  extirpating 
fuperititions  of  various  kinds  which 
had  crept  into  the  other  lodges,  and 
equally  zealous  in  giving  to  thefe 
focieties  fiich  an  organization  as 
'might  render  them  ufeful  to  the 
public. 
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The  Baron,  and  mafty  others  of 
his  lodge,  belonged  to  the  focietv  of 
the  Illuminated.  This  was  no  dif- 
honour  to  him  :  the  views  of  this 
order,  at  leaft  at  firft,  feem  to  have 
been  commendable  ;  they  were  the 
improvement  of  mankind,  not  the 
deffruction  of  fociety.  Such  infti- 
tutions  are  only  ufeful  or  dange¬ 
rous,  and  to  be  approved  of  or  con* 
demned,  according  to  the  hate  of 
fociety  }  and  this  was  before  the 
French  revolution,  and  in  a  coun¬ 
try  lefs  enlightened  than  aimoft  any 
other  part  of  Germany.  So  zea¬ 
lous  a  friend  was  he  to  them,  that 
when  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  order¬ 
ed  all  thofe  in  his  fervice  to  quit 
this  order,  he  was  fo  difpleafed  that 
he  returned  the  academy  of  Munich 
the  diploma  they  had  lent  him  on 
their  receiving  him  amongft  them* 
publicly  avowed  his  attachment  to 
the  order,  and  thought  it  proper  to 
break  off  all  further  connection  with 
Bavaria  as  a  member  of  its  literary 
fociety.  The  free  mafons  did  not 
long  retain  the  patronage  of  their 
fovereign  :  the  Emperor  jofeph 
foon  became  jealous  of  their  influ¬ 
ence,  and  put  them  under  inch  re¬ 
ft  riel  ions,  and  clogged  them  with 
fuch  incumbrances,  as  to  amount 
aimoft  to  a  prohibition  ;  and  as  fuch 
they  rbted,  for  the  fociety  found  it 
neceflary  to  diffolve. 

What  railed  the  Baron  fo  high 
in  the  public  opinion,  was  his  know¬ 
ledge  of  mineralogy,  and  his  fuc* 
cefsful  experiments  in  metallurgy, 
and  principally  in  the  procefs  of 
amalgamation.  Thetife  ofquickfil- 
ver  in  extracting  the  noble  metals 
from  their  ores,  was  not  a  difeovery 
of  the  Baron’s,  nor  of  the  century 
in  which  he  lived  ;  yet  he  extended 
fo  far  its  application  in  metallurgy, 
as  to  form,  a  brilliant  epoch  in  this 
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tioft  important  art.  After  he  had 
at  great  expence  made  many  pri¬ 
vate  experiments,  and  a  as  convinc¬ 
ed  of  the  utility  of  his  method,  he 
laid  before  the  Emperor  an  account 
of  his  difoovCry  ;  who  gave  orders 
•that  a  decifive  experiment  on  a  large 
quantity  of  ore  fhould  be  made  at 
Schemnitz  in  Hungary.  To  fee 
this,  he  invited  many  of  the  moil 
celebrated  chy miffs  and  metaliur- 
gifts  of  Europe ;  and  Ferber,  Elhu- 
jer,  Charpentier,  Trebra,  Poda,  and 
many  more  were  prefent,  and  ap¬ 
proved  of  his  invention.  On  this 
general  approbation,  he  publifhed, 
by  order  of  the  Emperor,  his  Trca- 
t  je  o?i  the  Procejs  of  Amalgamation^ 
with  a  great  many  engravings  of 
the  requifite  inftruments  and  ma¬ 
chinery.  To  fuppofe  that  his  fuc- 
cefs,  whilft  it  brought  him  fame  and 
emolument,  did  not  draw  upon  him 
the  envy  and  ill-will  ofmanv  of  his 
brother  metallurgies  and  affociates 
in  office,  would  fliow  a  great  igno¬ 
rance  of  what  is  daily  palling  in 
common  life.  Envy  has  its  fhare 
even  in  maintaining  order  in  foci- 
ety :  it  is  this  which  tends  to  keep 
the  great  from  riling  higher,  whilft 
a  contrary  paffion  lifts  up  the  little, 
tor  prevents  them  from  falling  ftill 
lower. 

Though  great  cabals  were  raifed 

q  o 

againft  him,  and  againft  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  his  method,  yet  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  it  in  many  cafes  were 
fo  very  evident,  that  the  Emperor 
ordered  it  to  be  ufed  in  his  Hunga- 
.rian  mines ;  and,  as  a  recompenfe 
for  his  difeovery,  gave  him  for  ten 
years  the  third  part  of  the  favings 
anting  from  its  application,  and  four 
per  cent,  of  this  third  part  for  the 
next  twenty  years.  •  Even  this  did 
not  defend  him  from  being  harafted 
ky  hrs  ejiemies  \  obft.acles  were  ftill 


thrown  in  the  way  to  prevent  the 
introduction  and  fuccefs  of  his  dis¬ 
covery,  and  to  defraud  him  of  his 
well-earned  reconlpenfe. 

Though  he  buffered  very  much 
m  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  yet  this? 
did  not  prevent  him  from  continu¬ 
ing  his  literary  purfuits.  In  1790 
he  publifhed  his  Catalogue  Ivlethodiqite 
raifonm  of  the  collection  of  foffils  of 
Mifs  Raab,  which  had  been  chiefly 
formed  by  his  donations.  This 
work,  elegantly  printed  in  two  vo¬ 
lumes,  was  well  received  bv  the 
public:  — and  he  was  writing  the 
Fafti  Leo[ioldini ,  and  a  mineralogicai 
work,  when  death  put  an  end  to  his 
ufeful  life,  and  to  his  bufferings. 

Notwithftanding  the  varied  ad¬ 
vice  of  his  phyftciansj  his  difeafe 
continued.  In  fuch  a  ftate  quacks 
find  eafy  accefs  to  the  tick,  Who  is 
not  then  ready  to  feize  the  noftrmn 
of  the  bold  pretender?  One  of  thefe 
gave  him  a  decoCtion  which  foon 
calmed  his  bufferings,  and  which  he 
was  affured  would  cure  him  in  a  few 
weeks.  He  continued  the  ufe  of 
this  for  the  laft  five  months  of  his 
life  :  it  really  diminifhed  his  pains  ; 
but  his  friends  obferved  that  his 
cheerfulnefs,  which  hitherto  had  nofc 
left  him,  diminifhed  likewife,  and 
that  fpalms  often  attacked  his  up¬ 
per  limbs.  On  the  21ft  of  July, 
179 1 ,  he  was  feized  with  fpafms  and 
cold ;  the  former  foon  flibfided  on 
friCIion,  but  he  loft  his  fpeech.  On 
the  fubfequent  days  he  had  diffe¬ 
rent  attacks  till  the  28th,  when  he 
found  himfelf  better ;  but  he  was 
foon  attacked  again  with  fpafms, 
and  in  thefe  he  expired. 

Bom  was  of  a  middle  fize  and  de¬ 
licate  conftitution,  dark  complexion, 
black  hair,  and  large  black  eye¬ 
brows.  Wit  and  fatire,  and  a  quiclj 
comprehenffan,  were  marked  in  his 
B  b  2  eyes  j 


38S  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


eyes ;  and  his  lively  and  penetrating 
genius  appeared  in  his  countenance. 
JBefides  being  a  good  Latin  clafiic, 
he  was  matter  of  moft  European 
languages  of  note,  and  poflefied  a 
deal  of  general  information  nowife 
connected  with  thofe  branches  of 
fcience  required  in  his  profetlion. 
He  was  a  great  wit  and  fatirift,  and 
a  good  companion,  even  under  the 
fuiferings  of  bodily  pain.  His  too 
liberal  and  unguarded  ufe  of  fatire 
made  him  many  enemies.  In  his 
youthful  days  he  wrote  the  Staats 
Perucke  for  the  amufement  of  his 
friends ;  this  was  afterwards  publith- 
ed  without  his  knowledge.  But 
nothing  fhows  more  his  talent  for 
fatire  than  his  Monachologiay  which 
he  publifhed  in  1783,  jult  when  the 
Emperor  Jofeph  was  making  his 
.reforms  in  the  church.  Indeed,  at 
any  other  time  fuch  a  fevere  fatire 
©n  the  monks  would  not  have  been 
permitted.  They  are  characterif- 
fid  thus : 

“  Monachus. 

M  Defcrifitio.  —  Animal  avarum, 
/fcetidum,  immundum,  fiticulofum, 
iners,  inediam  potius  tolerans  quam 
laborem  ; — vivunt  e  rapina  &■  quef- 
tu  ;  mundum  fui  tantum  caufa  crea- 
tum  efie  predicant;  coeunt  clan- 
deftine,  nuptias  non  celebrant,  foe¬ 
tus  exponunt ;  in  propriam  fpeciem, 
fcviunt,  &  hoftem  ex  infidiis  aggre- 
diuntur.  Ufus,  Terra.1  pondus  in¬ 
utile.  Fruges  confumere  nati.”— 
And  upon  the  order  of  Dominicans 
he  fays — u  Exiinio  olfaCIu  pollet, 
yinum  &  haerefin*  e  longinquo  odo- 
#at.  Efurit  temper  polyphagus.  Ju- 
iiiores  fame  proban tur.  Veterani, 
felegata  onmi  cura  &  occupatione, 
gulae  indulgent,  cibis  fucculentis 
i|Utriy»tur?  saoUite*  cubant,  tepide 


quiefeunt,  fomnum  protrahunf,  h 
ex  fuis  diaeta  curant,  ut  efca  omnis 
in  adipem  tranfeat,  lardumque  adt- 
pifeantur  :  hinc  abdomen  prolixura 
patlim  prmfeferunt ;  fenes  ventri- 
coti  maxime  aeftimantur.  Virgini- 
tatis  facrae  ofores  in  venerem  vol- 
givagam  proni  ruunt.  Generi  hu- 
mano  Sc  fanm  rationi  infeflillima 
fpecies,  in  cujus  creatione  non  fe 
ja&avit  auCtor  naturae.” 

The  Archbithop  of  Vienna  com¬ 
plained  to  the  Emperor  againft  this 
work  ;  who  replied,  that  it  was  only 
the  idle  and  ufelefs  part  of  the  fpi- 
ritual  order  which  was  attacked. 
This  was  feconded  by  his  Defenfi '» 
Phyfiojihili ;  and  to  this  fucceeded  his 
Anatomici  Monachi.  He  wrote  like- 
wife  a  fatire  on  Father  Hell,  th« 
aftronomer,  by  publitliing  a  long 
Latin  advertifement,  full  of  irony, 
announcing  a  book  written  againft 
the  free  mafons,  in  the  name  of  this 
learned  Jefuit. 

It  muft  not  be  forgotten,  that  his 
houfe  was  always  open  to  the  tra¬ 
velling  literati  who  vifited  Vienna  • 
and  that  unprotected  genius  was  al¬ 
ways  fure  to  find  in  him  a  friend 
and  patron.  He  carried  this  per¬ 
haps  too  far,  fo  far  as  to  ruin  his 
eftate  :  probably  the  expectation  of 
receiving  a  large  income  from  the 
amalgamation,  made  him  lefs  atten¬ 
tive  to  oeconomv  in  his  domeftic 

J 

concerns ;  though  I  believe  his  in- 
iblvency  was  chiefly  owing  to  u hi¬ 
rers  and  money-lenders,  to  whom 
he  was  obliged  to  have  recourle  to 
carry  on  his  expend ve  projects. 
Through  thefe,  though  his  patrimo¬ 
ny  was  very  confiderable,  he  died 
greatly  in. debt :  this  is  the  more  to 
be  lamented,  as  he  left  a  wife  and 
two  daughters* 


As  b^inginquifitors. 
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On  the  Nature  of  the  Diamond .  By 
Smithfon  Tennant ,  Efq.  E.  R.  S. 

From  the  Thilofojihical  Tranfadiiom  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  London. 

SIR  Ifaac  Newton  having  ob- 
ferved  that  inflammable  bodies 
had  a  greater  refraction,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  their  denfity,  than  other 
bodies,  and  that  the  diamond  re- 
iembled  them  in  this  property, 
was  induced  to  conjecture  that 
the  diamond  was  of  an  inflam¬ 
mable  nature.  The  inflammable 
fubftances  which  he  employed 
were,  camphire,  oil  of  turpentine, 
oil  of  olives,  and  amber  ;  thefe 
he  called  “  fat,  fulphureous,  unCtu- 
ous  bodies;”  and,  uling  the  fame 
expreflion  refpeCting  the  diamond, 
he  fays,  it  is  probably  u  an  unCtu- 
ous  body  coagulated.”  This  re¬ 
markable  conjecture  of  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton  has  been  lince  confirmed 
by  repeated  experiments.  It  was 
found  that,  though  the  diamond 
was  capable  of  refilling  the  effeCts 
of  a  violent  heat  when  the  air  was 
carefully  excluded,  yet  that,  on 
being  expofed  to  the  aCtion  of  heat 
and  air,  it  might  be  entirely  con- 
fumed.  But,  as  the  foie  objeCt  of 
thefe  experiments  was  to  afcertain 
the  inflammable  nature  of  the  dia- 
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mond,  no  attention  was  paid  to  the 
produCls  afforded  by  its  combuftion ; 
and  it  hill,  therefore,  remained  to 
be  determined,  whether  the  dia¬ 
mond  was  a  diftinCt  fubftance,  or 
one  of  the  known  inflammable 
bodies ;  nor  was  any  attempt  made 
to  decide  this  queftion,  till  M.  La* 
voider,  in  1772,  undertook  a  feries 
of  experiments  for  this  purpofe. 
He  expofed  the  diamond  to  the 
heat  produced  by  a  large  lens,  and 
was  thus  enabled  to  burn  it  in  clofe 
glafs-veflels.  He  obferved,  that 
the  air  in  which  the  inflammation 
had  taken  place  had  become  partly 
foluble  in  water,  and  precipitated 
from  lime-water  a  white  powder, 
which  appeared  to  be  chalk,  being 
foluble  in  acids,  with  effervefcence. 
As  M.  Lavoifier  feems  to  have  had 
little  doubt  that  this  precipitation 
was  occafioned  by  the.  production 
of  fixed  air,  fimilar  to  that  which  is 
afforded  by  calcareous  fubftances, 
he  might,  as  we  know  at  prefent, 
have  inferred  that  the  diamond 
contained  charcoal;  but  the  rela¬ 
tion  between  that  fubftance  and 
fixed  air  was  then  too  imperfectly 
underftood  to  juftify  this  conclufion. 
Though  he  obferved  the  refem- 
blance  of  charcoal  to  the  diamond, 
yet  he  thought  that  nothing  more 
could  be  reafonably  deduced  from 
B  b  3  *  their 
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their  analogy,  than  that  each  of 
ihofe  fubftances  belonged  to  the 
clals  of  inflammable  bodies. 

As  the  nature  of  the  diamond  is 
fo  extremely  Angular,  it  feemed 
deferring  of  farther  examination  ; 
and  it  will  appear,  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  experiments,  that  it  conflfh 
entirely  of  charcoal,  differing  from 
the  ufual  ffate  of  that  fubftance  only 
by  its  ervftallized  form.  From  the 
extreme  hardnefs  of  the  diamond, 
a  fironger  degree  of  heat  is  required 
to  inflame  it  when  expofed  merely 
to  air,  than  can  eafliy  be  applied  in 
-clofe  veiTels,  except  by  means  of  a 
flrong  burning  lens ;  but  with  nitre 
its  com  bullion  may  be  effected  in 
a  moderate  heat.  To  expofe  it  to 
the  adtion  of  heated  nitre,  free  from 
extraneous  matters,  I  procured  a 
tube  of  gold,  which,  by  having  one 
end  clofed,  might  ferve  thepurpofe 
of  a  retort;  a  glafs  tube  being 
adapted  to  the  open  end,  for  col- 
iedting  the  air  produced.  To  be 
certain  that,  the  gold  veflel  was  per¬ 
fectly  clofed,  and  that  it  did  not 
contain  any  unperceived  impurities 
which  could  occaflon  the  production 
of  fixed  air,  fome  nitre  was  heated 
in  it  till  it  had  become  alkaline, 
and  afterwards  diflolved  out  by 
water;  but  the  folution  was  per¬ 
fectly  free  from  fixed  air,  as  it  did 
not  affeCt  thp  tranfparancy  of  lime- 
water.  When  the  diamond  was 
deftroyed  in  the  gold  veflel  by  ni¬ 
tre,  the  fubilance  which  remained 
precipitated  lime  from  lime-water; 
and,  with  acids,  afforded  nitrous 
and  Axed  air  ;  and  it  appeared  fole- 
lv  to  con  tiff  of  nitre,  partly  decom- 
pofed,  and  of  aerated  alkali. 

In  order  to  effimate  the  quantity 
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of  fixed  air  which  might  be  obtain* 
edfrom  a  given  weight  of  diamonds, 
two  grains  and  a  half  of  fmall  dia¬ 
monds  were  weighed  with  great  ac¬ 
curacy,  and,  being  put  into  the 
tube,  with  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  of 
nitre,  were,  kept  in  a  ftrong  red 
heat  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half. 
The  heat  being  gradually  increafed, 
the  nitre  was  in  fome  degree  ren¬ 
dered  alkaline  before  the  diamonds 
began  to  be  inflamed  ;  by  which 
means  almoft  all  the  fixed  air  was 
retained  by  the  alkali  of  the  nitre. 
The  air  which  came  over  was  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  decompofition  of  the 
nitre,  and  contained  fo  little  fixed 
air  as  to  occafion  only  a  very  flight 
precipitation  from  lime-water.  Af¬ 
ter  the  tube  had  grown  cold,  the 
alkaline  matter  contained  'in  it  was 
diflolved  in  water,  and  the  whole 
of  the  diamonds  were  found  to  have 
been  deftroyed.  As  an  acid  would 
difen  gage  nitrous  air  from  this  folu- 
lion,  as  well  as  the  fixed  air,  the 
quantity  of  the  latter  could  not,  in 
that  manner,  be  accurately  deter¬ 
mined.  To  obviate  this  incon- 
veniency,  the  fixed  air  was  made  tq 
unite  with  calcareous  earth,  by 
pouring  into  the  alkaline  folution 
a  furficient  quantity  of  a  faturated 
folution  of  marble  in  marine  acid. 
The  veflel  which  contained  them, 
being  clofed,  was  left  imdiffurbed 
till  the  precipitate  had  fallen  to  the 
bottom  ;  the  folution  having  been 
previoufly  healed,  that  it  might 
fubfide  more  perfectly.  The  clear 
liquor  being  found,  by  means  of 
lime-water,  to  be  quite  free  from 
fixed  air,  was  carefully  poured  off' 
from  the  calcareous  precipitate 
The  veflel  which  was  ufed  on  this 


*  T  much  water  had  remained,  a  confide!  able  portion  of  the  fixedair  would  have 
been  abforbed  by  it.  But,  by  the  fiamd  method  as  that  deferibed  above, I  obferved, 
that  as  much  fixed  air  might  be  obtained  from  a  folution  of  mineral  alkali,  as  by 
adding  an  acid  to  an  equal  quantity  of  the  fame  kind  of  alkali. 

occafion 
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•r.eafion  was  a  glals  globe,  having  a 
tube  annexed  to  it,  that  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  fixed  air  might  be  more 
accurately  meafured.  After  as 
much  quickfilver  had  been  poured 
into  the  glafs  globe  containing;  the 
calcareous  precipitate  as  was  neccf- 
fary  to  fill  it,  it  was  inverted  in  a 
wefTel  of  the  fame  fluid.  Some  ma¬ 
rine  acid  being  then  made  to  pafs 
up  into  it,  the  fixed  air  was  expel¬ 
led  from  the  -calcareous  earth  ;  and, 
in  this  experiment,  in  which  two 
grains  and  a  half  of  diamonds  had 
been  employed,  occupied  the  ipace 
pf  little  more  than  10. 1  ounces  of 
Water. 

The  temperature  of  the  room? 
when  the  air  was  meafured,  was  at 
p5°,  and  the  barometer  flood  at 
about  29.8  inches. 

From  another  experiment,  made 
in  a  fimilar  manner,  with  one  grain 
and  a  half  of  diamonds,  the  air  which 
was  obtained  occupied  the  fpace  of 
<5.18  ounces  of  water;  according 
to  which  proportion,  the  bulk  of 
the  fixed  air  from  two  grains  and  a 
half  would  have  been  equal  to  10.3 
ounces. 

The  quantity  of  fixed  air  which 
was  thus  produced  by  the  diamond, 
does  not  differ  much  from  that 
which,  according  to  M.  Lavoifler, 
might  be  obtained  from  an  equal 
weight  of  charcoal.  In  the  me¬ 
moirs  of  the  French  Academy  of 
Sciences  for  the  year  1781,  he  has 
related  the,  various  experiments 
which  he  made  to  afeertain  the 
proportion  of  charcoal  and  oxygen 
in  fixed  air.  From  thofe  which  he 
confidered  as  moll  accurate,  he  con¬ 
cluded,  that  fOO  parts  of  fixed  air 
contain  nearly '2.8(  parts  of  charcoal, 
and  7.2.  of  oxygen;.  Fie  eftimates 
the  weight  of  a  cubic  inch  of  fixed 
air,  under  the  preffure  and  in  the 


temperature  above  mentioned,  to 
be  695  parts  of  a  grain.  If  we  re¬ 
duce  the  French  weights  and  mea- 
lures  to  Fnglifli,  and  then  compute 
how  much  fixed  air,  according  to 
this  proportion,  two  grains  and  a 
half  of  charcoal  would  produce,  we 
fliall  find  that  it  ought  to  occupy 
very  nearly  ihe  bulk  qf  10  ounces 
of  water. 

M.  Lavoifler  feems  to  have 
thought  that  the  aerial  fluid,  prQi 
duced  by  the  combufllon  of  the 
diamond,  was  not  fo  foluble  in  wa¬ 
ter  as  that  procured  from  calcareous 
fubflances.  From  its  refemblance, 
however,  in  various  properties, 
hardly  any  doubt  could  remain  that 
it  confiffed  of  the  fame  ingredients; 
and  I  found,  upon  combining  it 
with  lime,  and  expofing  it  to  heat 
with  phofphorus,  that  it  afford eff 
charcoal,  in  the  fame  manner  as  any 
other  calcareous  fubftanee. 


Qn  the  Aft  ion  of  Nitre  itfion  Gold  and- 
Platina.  By  the  fame* 


From  the  Vhilofophical  Tranfactions  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  London. 


GOLD,  which  cannot  be  cak 
cined  by  expofure  to  .  heat 
and  air,  has  been  alfo  confidered  as 
incapable  of  being  affected  by  nitre. 
But,  in  the  courfe  of  fome  experi¬ 
ments  on  the  diamond,  an  account 
of  which  has  been  communicated 
to  the  Royal  Society,  I  obferved, 
that  when  nitre  was  heated  in  a  tube 
of  gold,  and  the  diamond  was  not 
in  lufficient  quantity  to  fupply  the 
alkali  of  the  nitre  with  fixed  air,  a. 
part  of  the  gold  was  diflolved.  From 
this  obfervation,  I  was  induced  to 
examine  more  particularly  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  nitre  upon  gold,  as  well  as, 
o  enquire  whether  it  would  pro- 
$  b  4  d  uc<| 
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chice  any  effe<ft  upon  filver  and 
platina. 

With  this  intention,  I  put  fome 
thin  pieces  of  gold  into  the  tube, 
together  with  nitre,  and  expofed 
them  to  a  ftrong  red  heat  for  two 
or  three  hours.  After  the  tube 
was  taken  from  the  fire,  the  part  of 
the  nitre  which  remained,  confin¬ 
ing  of  can  flic  alkali  and  of  nitre 
partially  decompofed,  weighed  140 
grains ;  and  fixtv  grains  of  the  gold 
were  found  to  have  been  diffoiv- 
ed.  Upon  the  addition  of  water, 
about  fifty  grains  of  the  gold 
were  precipitated,  in  the  form  of 
a  black  powder.  The  gold  which 
was  thus  precipitated  was  princi¬ 
pally  in  its  metallic  date,  the  greater 
portion  of  it  being'  infoluble  in 
lnarine  acid.  The  remaining  gold, 
about  ten  grains  in  weight,  commu- 
xncated  to  the  alkaline  folution,  in 
which  it  was  retained,  a  light  yel¬ 
low  colour.  By  dropping  into  this 
folution  diluted  vitriolic  or  nitrous 
acid,  it  became  at  fir  ft  of  a  deeper 
yellow;  but,  if  viewed  by  the  tranf- 
roi tied  light,  it  foon  appeared  green, 
and  afterwards  blue.  This  altera¬ 
tion  of  the  colour,  from  yellow  to 
blue,  arifes  from  the  gradual  preci¬ 
pitation  of  the  gold  in  its  metallic 


form,  which,  by  the  tranfmitted 
light,  is  of  a  blue  colour.  Though 
the  gold  is  precipitated  from  this 
folution  in  its  metallic  form,  yet 
there  feems  to  be  no  doubt  that, 
while  it  remains  ditfolved,  it  is  en¬ 
tirely  in  the  ftate  of  calx.  Its  pre¬ 
cipitation,  in  the  metallic  ftate,  is 
occafioned  by  the  nitre  contained 
in  the  folution,  which,  having  loft 
part  of  its  oxygen  by  heat,  appears 
to  be  capable  of  attracting  it  from 
the  calx  of  gold  ;  for  I  found  that 
if  the  calx  of  gold  is  didblved,  by 
being  boiled  in  cauftic  alkali,  and 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  nitre,  which 
has  loft  fome  of  its  air  by  heat,  is 
mixed  with  it,  the  void  is  precipi¬ 
tated  by  an  acid  m  its  metallic 
ftate  *. 

Having  found  that  nitre  would 
dilfolve  gold,  I  tried  whether  it 
would  produce  any  effeCt  upon 
platina. 

It  has  been  formerly  obferved, 
that  the  grains  of  platina,  in  the 
impure  ftate  in  which  it  is  originally 
found,  might,  by  being  long  heated 
in  a  crucible  with  nitre,  be  reduced, 
to  powder.  Lewis,  from  his  own 
experiments,  and  thofe  of  Margraaf, 
thought  that  the  iron  only  which 
is  contained  in  the  grains  of  platina, 


As  the  precipitation  of  gold  in  its  metallic  form,  by  nitre  which  has  loft  fome 
of  its  oxygen,  has  not,  I  believe,  been  noticed,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention 
fome  of  thofe  facts  relating  to  it  which  teem  moft  entitled  to  attention.  Nitre 
which  has  been  heated  fome  time,  precipitates  gold  in  its  metallic  ftate,  from  a  fo- 
Jution  in  aqua  regia,  if  it  is  diluted  with  water.  If  a  folution  of  gold  in  nitrous 
acid  is  dropped  into  pure  water,  the  calx  of  gold  is  feparated,  which  is  of  a  yellow 
colour;  but,  if  the  water  contains  a  very  fmall  portion  of  nitre  which  has  loft 
fome  of  its  air  by  heat  (as  one  grain  in  fix  ounces)  the  gold  is  deprived  of  its 
oxygen,  and  becomes  blue.  The  alkali  of  the  nitre  does  not  aftift  in  producing 
this  effeCt.  .Nitrous  acid  alone,  which  does  not  contain  its  full  proportion  of 
oxygen,  occaftons  the  fame  precipitation,  unlefs  it  is  very  ftrong:  and,  if  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  fuch  ftrong  nitrous  acid,  and  of  a  folution  of  gold  in  nitrous  acid,  is  dropped 
into  water,  the  gold  is  deprived  of  its  oxygen,  and  is  precipitated  of  a  blue  colour. 
Two  caufes  contribute  to  produce  this  effedft  upon  the  addition  of  water.  The 
stdhefion  of  the  calx  of  gold  to  nitrous  acid  is  by  that  means  weakened ;  and  the 
oxygen  is  attached  more  ftrongly  to  the  imperfeCt.  nitrous  acid,  in  conference  of 
attraction  for  water  when  they  are  united. 


was 
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#ras  corroded  by  the  nitre.  But  by 
heating  nitre  with  fome  thin  pieces 
of  pure  platina,  in  a  cup  of  the  fame 
metal,  I  found  that  the  platina  was 
eafily  diffolved  ;  the  cup  being  much 
corroded,  and  the  thin  pieces  en¬ 
tirely  defiroyed.  By  diflolving  the 
faline  matter  in  water,  the  greater 
part  of  the  platina  was  precipitated 
in  the  form  of  a  brown  powder. 
This  powder,  which  was  entirely 
foluble  in  marine  acid,  confided  of 
the  calx  of  platina,  combined  with 
a  portion  of  alkali,  which  could  not 
be  feparated  by  being  boiled  in 
water.  The  platina,  which  was  re¬ 
tained  by  the  alkaline  folution, 
communicated  to  it  a  brown  yellow 
colour.  By  adding  an  acid  to  it,  a 
precipitate  was  formed,  which  con¬ 
fided  of  the  calx  of  platina,  of  alkali, 
gnd  of  the  acid  which  was  em¬ 
ployed. 

Silver,  I  found  to  be  a  little  cor¬ 
roded  by  nitre.  But,  as  its  adtion 
upon  that  metal  was  very  inconfi- 
derable,  it  did  not  appear  to  be  de¬ 
fending  of  a  more  particular  ex¬ 
amination. 


Obfervations  and  Experiments  made  to 
determine  the  poifonous  Qualities  of 
Azote.  By  Eaglesjield  Smith ,  Efq. 
Member  of  the  Society  for  the  Encou¬ 
ragement  of  Arts ,  &c. 

FROM  the  fatal  confequences 
which  enfue  to  animals  that 
breathe  atmofpheric  air  deprived  of 
its  oxygenous  principle,  or  that  re¬ 
ceive  into  their  ftomachs  thofe  fub- 
Itances  which  contain  it  either  as 
their  bafe  or  as  a  principal  ingre¬ 
dient  (under  fome  particular  modi¬ 
fication)  it  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
defiroying  principle  in  all  thofe 
poifons  which  kill  the  animal,  by 
throwing  it  into  convulfions ;  and 
that  it  is  the  caufe  of  the  pheno¬ 


mena  which  takes  place  in  many  of 
thofe  difeafes  to  which  mankind 
are  fubjedt,  or  that  it  is  the  caufe 
of  the  difeafe  itfelf.  The  following 
experiments  will  in  fome  meafure 
illuftrate  the  foregoing  hypothefis. 
It  is  known,  that  many  fubfiances 
taken  intQ  the  cavity  of  the  ftomach 
(except  in  a  very  confiderable  quan¬ 
tity)  are  not  noxious,  which  when 
thrown  into  the  circulating  fyfiem, 
even  in  the  very  fmalleft  quantities, 
caufe  the  animal  to  expire  in  vio¬ 
lent  convulfions.  The  atmofpheric 
air  taken  into  the  ftomach  of  man 
or  other  animals,  caufes  violent  vo¬ 
miting  (See  Gofie’s  Experiments 
on  himfelf  and  other  animals) ;  but 
its  bafe,  when  injected  into  the 
circulating  fyftem,  is  inftantaneous 
death. 

EXPERIMENT  I. 

I  took  two  mice ;  one  I  caufed 
to  be  flung  by  a  wafp,  which  was 
immediately  thrown  into  convul¬ 
fions,  and  expired  in  two  fninutes : 
into  an  incifion  made  into  the  muf- 
cular  fubfiance  of  the  other,  I  in- 
jedted  two  drops  of  the  nitrous  acid : 
it  feemed  to  operate  exadtly  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  fiing  of  the 
wafp,  and  the  animal  expired  im¬ 
mediately.  On  opening  them, 
and  endeavouring  to  fiimulate  the 
mufcular  fubfiance  of  their  hearts, 
I  found  it  had,  in  a  great  meafure, 
lofi  its  irritability.  Fontana  obferves, 
in  his  book  upon  poifons,  that  the 
nitrous  acid  applied  to  the  mufcular 
fubfiance  of  a  pigeon,  killed  it  im¬ 
mediately.  Cavendiih  and  Lavoi- 
fier  have  proved  by  experiments, 
that  the  azote  is  the  radical  princi¬ 
ple  of  the  nitrous  acid. 

EXPERIMENT  II. 

Having  taken  four  frogs,  I  made 
incifions  into  the  mufcular  fubfiance 
of  three  of  them :  into  one  I  in- 
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jedtqd  two  drops  of  a  ftrong  decoc¬ 
tion  of  tobacco  ;  into  the  fecond, 
I  injected  half  a  grain  of  the  folia¬ 
tion  of  ammoniac;  into  the  third, 
I  injedted  the  tenth  part  of  a  grain 
of  opium  in  folution  ;  the  fourth  I 
tauled  to  be  flung  by  an  enraged 
wafp  ;  the  three  firft  expired  in  the 
courfe  of  four  minutes  ;  the  laft  in 
lefs  than  feven  minutes.  On  open¬ 
ing  them,  I  found  the  blood  in  the 
ventricles  of  the  heart  lefs  florid 
than  ufual ;  and  the  mufcular  fub¬ 
ftance,  on  the  application  of  zinc 
and  filver,  in  a  great  meafure  to 
have  loft  its  irritability.  Barthollet 
has  ftiewn,  in  a  Memoir  of  the 
.Academy  at  Paris,  that  1000  parts 
of  ammoniac,  by  decompofttion, 
contains  807  parts  of  azote,  and 
193  of  hydrogine.  The  fait  of 
tartar  thrown  into  the  circulating 
fyftem  of  a  cat,  in  the  frnall  quan¬ 
tity  of  a  quarter  of  a  grain,  kills 
like  the  ftroke  of  lightning.  Mr. 
Haflenfratz  has  fheyvn  by  experi¬ 
ments,  that  azote  enters  largely  into 
the  compofition  of  that  fubftance. 

EXPERIMENT  III. 

I  took  four  young  puppies  :  into 
the  jugular  vein  of  one,  I  injedted 
four  drops  of  the  decodtion  of  white 
hellebore ;  into  the  fecond,  I  in¬ 
jected  four  drops  of  the  digitalis ; 
into  the  third,  I  injected  one  grain 
of  the  fait  of  urine  diflblved  in 
water;  the  fourth  I  caufed  to  be 
ftung  by  two  wafps :  the  ftrft  died 
almoft  inftantaneoufly  ;  the  fecond 
and  third  in  lefs  than  five  minutes  ; 
the  fourth  recovered  with  great  dif¬ 
ficulty,  and  feemed  to  throw  off  the 
difeafe  by  foaming  at  the  mouth. 

EXPERIMENT  IV. 

I  caufed  a  number  of  earth¬ 
worms  to  be  ftung  by  bees,  ants,  and 


other  infedts,  which  always  killed 
them  immediately ;  "and  feemed  to 
adt  on  them  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  decodtion  of  the  poifonous 
plants,  the.  laurel,  tobacco,  opiumj 
&c.  This  eflredt'  is  aftoniftiing  in 
thefe  animals,  which,  when  cut  into, 
pieces  with  the  knife^  ftill  retain, 
their  irritability  for  many  hoqrs,  or 
even  days. 

All  poifonous  planta  with  whicfy 
we  are  acquainted,  feem  to  adt  in  the 
fame  manner  when  injedted  into  the 
circulating  fyftem  of  animals;  yet, 
from  the  nature  and  conftrudtion  of 
the  ftomach  of  fome  animals,  they 
arc  eaten  with  implinity  :  g03^, 
grow  fat  upon  euphorbium,  and 
twine  upon  henbane,  &c.  The 
Abbe  Fontana  has  ftiewn  by  his  ex¬ 
periments,  that  the.  poifon  of  the 
ticunas,  fuppofed  to  be  a  vegetable 
fubftance,  may  be  taken  into  the 
ftomach,  to  the  quantity  of  fome 
grains,  without  hurt ;  yet  the  frnall- 
eft  quantity  taken  into  the  circulat¬ 
ing  fyftem  is  inftantaneous  death. 
With  this  poifon  the  inhabitants 
of  the  banks  of  the  river  Amazon 
are  faid  to  poifon  their  arrows.  Not 
only  the  infpiflated  juice  of  poifon¬ 
ous  plants  is  ufed  by  favage  nations 
to  poifon  their  arrows  and  darts, 
but  it  is  known  that  putrid  fletli  is 
ufed  for  the  lathe  purpofe,  and  from 
the  fame  principle,  even  to  this  day. 
The  Athenians  ufed  the  water-hem¬ 
lock  to  poifon  their  ftate  criminals : 
the  executioner  defired  Socrates 
not  to  talk  fo  much  to  his  friends, 
as  it  would  prevent  the  poifon  from 
operating  as  it  fliould  do.  (See  Pe¬ 
tit’s  Miscellaneous  Obfervations.) 
Phocion,  finding  that  the  execu¬ 
tioner  had  not  enough  of  poifon, 
gave  him  money  to  buy  more,  ob- 
ierving  facetioufiy,  that  the  Athe¬ 
nians  were  obliged  even  to  pay  for 
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ijb-Cir  death.  (See  Plutarch’s  Lives.) 
The  celebrated  poifonous  tree  of 
Java,  called  in  the  Malayan  tongue 
“  Bohun  Upas,”  by  giving  out  this 
dePructive  principle  in  the  gafeous 
Pate,  may  prove  fatal  to  vegetation, 
or  to  animals  which  come  too  near 
it.  Although  I  believe'  the  terri¬ 
ble  accounts  of  this  tree  have  been 
much  exaggerated  by  travellers  (See 
a  paper  in  the  Batavian  Society  at 
Rotterdam,  by  Dr.  HolP;  wherein 
he  endeavours  to  confute  a  very 
curious  account  of  the  Bohun  Upas, 
by  Foerch) ;  yet  this  is  in  feme  de¬ 
gree  the  effeft  of  poifonous  plants 
(with  which  we  are  better  acquaint,- 
cd)  not  only  preventing  vegeta¬ 
tion,  but  proving  fatal  to  animals 
which  happen  to  fall  afleep  under 
their  fhade.  The  fentitive  plant 
feems  evidently  affeUed  when 
brought  near  fome  of  thefe  plants, 
as  alto  with  the  fumes  of  tobacco, 
and  -the  volatile  alkali.  The  juice 
of  the  Upas  ferves,  when  infpiflated, 
to  poifon  the  arrows  of  the  natives 
where  it  grows but  if  is  a  mop 
melancholy  inPrument  in  the  hands 
pf  their  tyrannic  princes. 

That  fome  vegetables  do  not 
coippn  azpte  in  their  compolition 
is  certain  ;  -but  it  is  very  evident  in 
others,  as  in  many  of  the  genus  of 
Tyfradinamia  of  Linnaeus.  This 
may  be  felt  by  their  very  pungent 
quality,  as  well  as  from  their  enter¬ 
ing,  foeatily  into  a  Pate  of  putre¬ 
factive  fermentation,  and  giving 
out  large  quantities  of  azote,  either 
by  life  If  or  united  with  hydrogene 
in  the  gafeous  form,  as  may  be  felt 
by  eyes  and  nofe.  In  the  vegetable 
form  we  life  azote  daily,,  either 
ihrough  plealure  or  from  neceflity. 
In  cold  climates  tobacco  is  now 
Univerfal,  either  taken  into  the 
Pomachj  or  applied  to  the  olfa&ory 
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nerves.  Opium  is  very  general  in 
the  warm  countries  of  the  eap  :  the 
Turks  take  it,  to  the  quantity  of 
two  drams  at  a  time,  without  any 
inconvenience:  the  porters  at  Surat 
(fee  Grofe)  take  it  to  the  quantity 
of  an  ounce  at  a  time;  and  they  find 
it  increafes  their  Prength,  and  af- 
fills  them  in  going  through  more 
labour  ;  it  is  allowed  plentifully  tp 
the  foldiery,  and  is  faid  to  infpire 
them  with  a  furious  and  undaunted 
courage.  '  But  to  thofe  who  accuf- 
tom  themfelves  to  take  it  (firP  per¬ 
haps  through  pleafure  ;  for,  as  if  by 
fome  heavenly  magic,  it  is  found  to 
lull  the  fenfes  into  a  mop  pleating 
forge tfulnefs  of  all  our  cares,  and  to 
affuage  the  mop  excruciating  pains 
which  affetP  the  human  -body,  anci 
here  it  is  a  blePing  to  mankind)  for 
any  length  of  time,  they  are  fure  to 
experience  its  baneful  effects ;  from 
time  to  time  they  are  leized  with  a 
mop  dejected  languor  both  of  body 
and  mind,  until  the  ufual  and  wel¬ 
come  dole  is  repeated  :  their  conPi- 
tutions  become  emaciated,  and  have 
every  appearance  of  a  premature 
and  decrepit  old  age,  and  too  often 
link  under  the  ftfft  lliock  of  difeafe. 
We  fee  the  azote  daily  ufed  as  a  Pi- 
mulus  in  cafes  of  fufpended  anima¬ 
tion  :  it  is  applied  in  a  concrete 
form  to  the  nofe,  in  the  form  of 
fmoke  to  the  intePines,  and  lina- 
pifms  to  the  foies  of  the  feet,  &c. 
It  is  found  to  a  cl  differently  on  dif¬ 
ferent  eonPitutions  ;  and,  in  the 
fame  conPitution,  when  in  health 
and  when  under  difeale.  I  have 
feen  a  child  thrown  into  mop  vio¬ 
lent  convulfions  by  taking  only  two 
drops  of  laudanum  ;  and  a  man,  af¬ 
ter  .one  grain  of  digitalis,  has  fcarce- 
ly  recovered.  This  difference  h* 
the  operation  of  poifons  may  de¬ 
pend  on  the  different  degrees  of 
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irritability  in  the  different  conftitu- 
tions.  From  the  difficulty  of  difco- 
vering  the  conftituent  principles  of 
^animal  and  vegetable  poifons  by 
chemical  decomposition,  the  fore¬ 
going  hypothefis  may  be  found  er¬ 
roneous  ;  yet,  from  the  uniformity 
'of  nature,  from  the  analogy  in  the 
•action  of  thefe  fubftances  on  the 
human  body  when  taken  into  the 
circulating  fyftem,  and  from  the 
analogy  the  action  of  thefe  fub¬ 
ftances  bear  with  the  azote  in  the 
purefl  and  moft  Simple  ftate  the 
chemift  can  prepare  it,  we  may  ven¬ 
ture  to  conclude  that  it  is  the  de- 
ftroying  principle  in  all  thofe  poi¬ 
fons  which  deftroy  the  animal  life, 
by  throwing  it  into  convulsions ; 
and  that  the  exiffence  of  this  prin¬ 
ciple  in  fubftances  where  it  cannot 
be  afcertained  by  chemical  analyfis, 
may  in  a  great  meafure  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  their  operation  on  the 
animal  conftitution.  From  the  vi¬ 
olent  elevation  and  depreflion  of 
the  ribs  in  perfons  who  are  juft 
hung,  and  from  the  fame  taking 
place  in  the  diaphragm  in  dogs,  as 
if  nature  was  Struggling  to  throw  off 
Something  which  is  noxious  to  the 
constitution,  it  feems  by  its  Stimulus 
to  be  the  remote  caufe  of  re fpi ra¬ 
tion.  That  the  atmofpheric  air  is 
a  Stimulus  itfelf,  even  when  taken 
into  the  Stomach,  is  proved  by  Mr. 
G ofie’s  experiments  above  quoted. 
Quaere,  May  not  this  be  t  he  caufe  of 
the  difference  which  is  found  in  the 
recovery  of  perfons  after  drowning, 
whether  their  lungs  were  inflated 
during  the  time  they  were  under 
water?  or  if  they  had  a  fenfe  of 
their  danger  ? 

When  the  atmofpheric  air  enters 
the  lungs,  it  is  foon  deprived  of  its 
oxygene  or  vital  principle,  and  is 
rendered  'thereby  noxious  to  ani¬ 


mals,  and  unfit  to  fupport  flame ;  ft 
not  only  becomes  a  Stimulus,  but 
puts  on  the  form  of  a  moft  deadly 
poifon.  Melancholy  proofs  of  this 
have  happened  where  numbers  have 
been  crowded  into  the  holds  of 
Ships,  and  clofed  from  the  circula¬ 
tion  of  frefti  air.  In  the  Black  Hole 
at  Calcutta  there  was  a  Striking  in¬ 
stance  of  this.  The  effects  of  the 
wind  called  the  Sirroc,  feems  to  be 
owing  to  a  diminution  of  the  em¬ 
pyreal  air  in  the  atmofphere.  In 
fome  parts  of  Sicily  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  are  confined  to  their  houfes 
for  four  or  five  days  together,  to 
avoid  a  contact  with  this  wind. 
Thofe  Europeans  who  have  felt  it, 
defcribe  it  as  bringing  on  filch  a 
languor  and  dejection  of  fpirits  as 
is  almoft  infupportable.  (See  Bry- 
donc’s  Tour.) 

The  fatal  effects  which  daily  oc¬ 
cur  to  perfons  from  going  into 
vaults,  caverns,  wells,  & c.  which 
have  been  long  Shut  up,  proceeds 
from  the  fame  principle.  The  fa¬ 
mous  Lago  del  Cani,  fo  often  de- 
fcribed  by  travellers,  is  furely  no 
more  than  throwing  the  animal  in¬ 
to  it ;  which,  by  the  fudden  Shock 
it  gives,  roufes  nature  to  throw  off 
the  effects  of  this  air  which  it  had 
taken  into  its  conftitution  in  the 
cave ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  but 
one  of  our  Englifh  lakes  would  do 
as  well,  had  we  an  equal  opportu¬ 
nity  of  applying  it. 

The  violent  pains  which  take 
place  in  the  beginning  of  fever,  the 
fpafmodic  contraction  over  the 
whole  body,  and  the  great  fenfa- 
tion  of  cold  fucceeded  by  a  burn¬ 
ing  heat,  feems  to  indicate  this 
fubftance  for  a  primary  caufe.  We 
find  the  plague  too  often  arifing  in 
thofe  warm  countries,  and  where 
the  rivers,  after  fubfiding,  leave  vaft 
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quantities  of  animal  and  vegetable 
fubfiances  to  pntrify,  and  give  out 
this  mephitis,  which,  not  being  dif- 
perfed  by  the  winds,  fits  the  atmof- 
phere  to  continue  this  difeafe  when¬ 
ever  it  begins,  or  perhaps  begets  the 
difeafe  itfelf.  Growing  vegetables 
are,  during  the  day-time,  found  to 
purify  the  atmofphere,  especially  in 
the  fun  (fee  Ingenhauzen’s  Experi¬ 
ments)  ;  by  giving  out  empyreal  air 
in  great  quantities  during  the  night¬ 
time,  perhaps  they  abforb  it,  as  ma¬ 
ny  tender  people  cannot  lleep  with 
them  in  their  bed-rooms.  We  have 
had  infiances  of  whole  ifiands  be¬ 
coming  uninhabitable,  from  the 
cutting  down  of  the  wood.  The 
Dutch,  who  wanted  to  enhance  the 
price  of  cloves  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
cut  down  all  the  clove-trees  in  the 
ifiand  of  Ternati,  and  the  place  be¬ 
came  almoft  uninhabitable  from  its 
unhealthinefs.  From  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciple  plagues  have  followed  after 
great  battles,  and  where  the  fiain 
have  remained  unburied.  The  plague 
is  never  known  to  continue  long, 
but  under  fome  particular  cpnftifu- 
tion  of  the  atmofphere  ;  and  this 
muft  have  been  the  cafe  when  it 
rofe  in  the  kingdom  of  Cathay  as 
from  the  ground^  in  the  form  of  a 
mineral  exhalation,  and  continued 
its  horrible  defolation  through  all 
Europe.  The  porters  who  were 
employed  in  opening  the  bale  goods 
in  the  Lazaretta  at  Marfeilles  were 
killed  by  the  infection  of  the  plague 
as  from  a  ftroke  of  lightning.  The 
plague  terminates  like  the  fmall- 
pox,  the  matter  being  thrown  out 
upon  the  ikin ;  while  in  other  fe¬ 
vers  it  is  thrown  out  in  large  phleg¬ 
mons  in  various  parts  of  the  body. 
We  have  no  way  of  accounting  for 
why  the  fmall-pox  fiiould  often  be 
endemic,  and  of  a  mpre  malignant 
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nature  at  one  time  than  at  other 
times,  unlefs  bv  fuppofing  the  con- 
fiitution  of  the  air  to  have  the  pow¬ 
er  of  altering  the  habit  of  body,  fo 
as  to  render  it  more  liable  to  receive 
the  infe&ion,  and  confequently  lefs 
able  to  throw  it  off ;  therefore' chil¬ 
dren  fiiould  be  inoculated  on  the 
firfi  appearance  of  the  dileafe,  or 
before  their  confiitutions  have  dif¬ 
fered  from  the  fiate  of  the  atmof¬ 
phere. 

The  azote,  under  fome  particu¬ 
lar  modification,  may  be  the  caufi* 
of  hydrophobia  in  dogs :  they  are 
ever  fond  of  eating,  and  haunting 
about  places  where  there  are  animal 
fubftances  in  a  fiate  of  putrefa&iom 
Dogs  are  found  to  perfpire  little  or 
not  at  all  by  the  Ikin ;  therefore  the 
difeafe,  not  being  able  to  terminate 
itlelf  that  way,  is  carried  to  the  fali~ 
vary  glands,  and  infiames  them  to 
luch  a  degree  of  irritability,  that 
when  the  animal,  parched  up  with 
thirft,  attempts  to  drink,  by  the  ir¬ 
ritation  of  the  water  it  is  thrown  in¬ 
to  violent  convulfions :  and,  from;- 
the  remembrance  of  the  acute  pain, 
it  ever  after  turns  from  it  with  hor¬ 
ror:  hence  the  difeafe  takes  its 
name.  The  animal,  as  if  actuated 
by  nature,  fets  out  a  running,  and 
generally  continues  till  it  drops  down 
dead,  before  the  difeafe  is  thrown 
oif  by  the  glands  or  other  evacua¬ 
tion, 

If  the  fiing  of  the  tarantula  was 
ever  cured  by  mufic,  it  was  certain¬ 
ly  by  the  mufic  exciting  the  perfon 
to  get  up  and  dance  till  he  was  co¬ 
vered  with  fweat.  Under  the  fame 
principle,  fome  modification  of  this 
fuUtance  may  confiituie  the  vene¬ 
real  virus. 

This  fubjedj:  being  lufficientlv 
known,  might  afiift  us  in  finding  out 
by  experiment  fotpe  remedy  in  na¬ 
ture, 
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litre,  which,  by 'combining  with  or 
decompofing  this  fubftance  in  what¬ 
ever  ftate  or  combination  it  lhouid 
find  it  in,  would  thereby  render  it  lets 
deftruCtive  to  life.  We  know  that 
Vinegar  taken  into  the  ftomach  af¬ 
ter  opium,  in  a  great  meafure  de- 
ftrovs  its  effects  :  the  vitriolic  acid 
mixed  with  the  poifon  of  ferpents 
renders  it  much  Ids  dangerous  (lee 
Fontana)  :  the  thieves  vinegar  M  as 
found  infallible  in  preventing  the 
plague  to  certain  perfons  who  ufed 
it  at  Marseilles,  and  thereby  were 
enabled  to  go  about  and  plunder  the 
'houfes  of  the  inhabitants;  but  were 
pardoned  on  difcove'ring  by  what 
means  they  avoided  the  infection  : 
it  was  therefore  called  Thieves  Vi- 
Jiegar. 

Vinegar  is  found  to  be  a  preven¬ 
tative  to  the  infection  in  all  fevers ; 
and  is  much  ufed  in  hofpitals  and 
the  holds  of  fliips,  where  there  is 
danger  of  the  infection  fpreading. 
When  the  habit  is  emaciated,  after 
long  voyages,  bad  food,  or  breath¬ 
ing  confined  air,  vegetable  acids  are 
found  the  only  certain  remedy  we 
know  of ;  and  a  very  few  days  on 
fhore,  after  a  long  voyage,  never 
fails  to  re  (lore  i  the  flip’s  crew  to 
their  priftine  vigour.  Acids  them- 
felves,  as  a  topical  application,  may 
be  employed  where  perfons  have 
been  Hung  bv  venomous  animals. 
It  is  common  in  the  country  for 
perfons  who  have  been  thing  by 
bees,  wafps,  or  even  nettles,  to  rub 
the  parts  immediately  with  t tie 
leaves  of  forrcl  or  other  acid  vege¬ 
table  ;  and  I  have  known  vinegar 
applied  to  gonorrhea  and  chancres 
with  good  effect.  In  the  hot  coun¬ 
tries,  whe  re  people  are  daily  bit  by 
ferpents  and  other  poifonous  in¬ 
fers,  they  rub  the  part  immediate¬ 
ly  with  feme  acid  vegetables  $  but 
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the  motf  effectual  remedy  feems  to 
be  fucking  the  part  with  their 
mouths,  as  the  poifon  only  is  dan- 
gerous  when  carried  into  the  circu¬ 
lating  fyftem  :  the  Marii  and  Pfylli, 
brought  to  Rome  from  Africa,  were' 
famous  for  this  kind  of  remedy. 

It  is  a  curious  remark,  that  fer¬ 
pents  iiifpire,  but  are  not  feeii 
to  expire;  perhaps  the  phlogift- 
icated  air  which  fhould  be  thrown 
out  by  the  trahea,  fervesin  them  to 
form  the  poifon  in  thofe  which  are 
mortal  from  the  bite;  and  may 
ferve  to  form  that  horrible  fee  tor 
in  thofe  which  are  not  poifo  11611s 
by  the  bite :  and  to  this  we  may 
aferibe  that  fafeinating  power  fo 
curi'oufly  deferibed  by  travellers, 
and  which  ferves  the  animal  to  take 
its  prey,  or  to  defend  itfelf.  The 
devoted  animal,  as  affeCted  by  fomc 
convulfive  ffupor,  unable  to  extri¬ 
cate  itfelf,  grows  weaker  and  weak¬ 
er,  till  it  at  laft  drops  into  the  ex¬ 
tended  jaws  of  its  deftrover.  Putre¬ 
faction  is  the  immediate  and  com¬ 
mon  effeCt  of  the  bite  of  the  more 
dreadful  ferpents :  the  perfon  dies  in 
molt  violent  convulfions,  fucceed- 
ed  by  a  total  lots  of  irritability.  Mr. 
Williams,  in  a  very  ingenious  pa¬ 
per  in  the  Afiatic  Refearches, recom¬ 
mends  (as  in  cates  of  fufpended  ani¬ 
mation  before  mentioned)  every 
ftimnlus  that  can  route  nature  to' 
ftruggle  with  the  difeafe  ;  and  that 
volatile  alkali  was  a  molt  efficacious 
application.  According  to  Wolfe 
and  Mead,  it  helps  to  throw  off  the 
effeCts  of  laurel  water,  and  is  effica¬ 
cious  even  in  hydrophobia. 

Mr.  Bruce  and  Savary,  in  their 
accounts  of  Egypt,  deferibe  a  com¬ 
mon  praCtice  of  charming  ferpenh,, 
which  is  by  rubbing  their  naked 
arms  arid  bofoms  with  fome  iort  of 
vegetable ;  and.,  to  the  aftonifli- 

ment 
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tnenf  of  travellers,  they  apply  them 
to  their  fkin  in  every  manner  with 
impunity,  and  make  a  living  by  the 
practice.  (See  Account  of  the  Ce* 
raftes  of  Linnaeus,  Edinburgh  Ency¬ 
clopedia,  the  bite  of  which  is  at¬ 
tended  with  immediate  putrefac¬ 
tion).  The  poifonous  wind,  called 
Samiel  by  Chardin,  which  is  inftan- 
taneous  death,  immediately  produces 
putrefaction  in  the  animal;  and 
much  refembles  fome  tymptoms  of 
the  yellow  fever,  which  evidently 
ftiewed  the  effect  of  this  fubftance 
when  taken  into  the  fyftem. 

From  the  ex  pence,  the  tediouf- 
nefs,  and  difficulties  arifing  from 
the  great  nicety  required  in  chemi¬ 
cal  experiments,  and  from  the  pre- 
lent  infancy  of  that  fcience,  this 
fubject  would  take  much  labour 
and  patience  fairly  to  inveftigate  : 
from  the  collateral  inferences,  from 
the  difficulties  in  working  againft 
old  and  popular  prejudices,  few 
'people  would  undertake  fo  great  a 
labour  :  but  it  certainly  would  be  a 

J 

great  ftep  towards  the  claffing  dif- 
eafes,  and  rendering  the  cure  more 
ft  m  pie ;  for  no  fcience  will  ever 
make  any  great  progrefs  in  the 
world,  but  in  proportion  as  it  is 
rendered  lefs  intricate.  A  few 
years  ago,  chemiftry  was  fcarce 
.known ;  but  bv  the  labour  of  the 
late  ingenious  French  chemifts,  in 
forming  a  balls  for  the  fttidy  of  that 
fcience,  it  is  now  become  ealy,  fa¬ 
shionable,  and  delightful. 


Proceedings  of  the  African  Affociation. 

The  public  will  perufe  with  much 
Satisfaction  the  continuance  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  refpeCt- 
able  Afibciation.  We  have  been 
■  favoured  bv  one  of  the  fubfcribers 
with  the  following  interefting  fub- 
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fiance  of  a  quarto  pamphlet, 
which  has  juft  been  printed,  and 
privately  circulated  among  th$ 
Members  of  the  Affociation. 

WHEN  the  laft  memoir  of  the, 
Proceedings  of  this  Affociation 
came  from  the  prefs,  the  progrefs 
of  Major  Houghton  was  the  fubject 
of  juft  exultation.  He  had  reached 
Ferbanne,  on  the  river  Faleme,  in 
the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Bam, 
bonk,  and  had  been  received  with, 
extraordinary  kindnefs  by  the  King 
of  that  country,  who  had  furnilhed 
him  with  a  guide  to  TombuToo, 
and  money  to  defray  the  expences 
of  his  journey.  , 

In  the  Major’s  letter  to  Dr.  Laid-* 
ley  of  the  6th  of  May,  1791,  writ¬ 
ten  from  Medina,  he  appears  to 
have  entertained  great  confidence 
of  fuccefs.  44 1  have  received  (he 
obferves)  the  belt  intelligence  of  the 
places  I  defign  vifiting,  from  a  fhe- 
reef  here,  who  lives  at  TombuHoo, 
and  who  luckily  knew  me  when  I 
was  Britifh  conful  to  the  Emperor 
of  Morocco,  in  1772.  I  find,  that 
in  the  river  l  am  going  to  explore* 
they  have  decked  veflels  with  mails, 
with  which  they  carry  on  trade  from 
Tombu&oo,  eaftward,  to  the  centre 
of  Africa.  I  mean  to  embark  in. 
one  of  them  from  Genne,  in  Bam- 
bara,  to  Tombufitoo.” 

Of  the  Major’s  fubfequent  pro¬ 
grefs  there  is  no  certain  account. 
The  lateft  intelligence  received,  im¬ 
mediately  from  himfelf,  was  dated 
the  1ft  of  September,  1791,  about 
fix  Weeks  after  the  date  of  the  laft 
letter  from  the  King  of  Bambouk’s 
capital.  This  advice  came  in  the 
following  very  fhort  note  to  Dr, 
Laidley,  on  the  Gambia  River : — • 
44  Major  Houghton’s  compliments 
to  Dr.  Laidiev  ;  is  in  good  health. 

On 
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On  his  way  to  Tombucftoo,  robbed 
of  all  his  goods  by  Fenda  Bucar’s 
fen.” 

This  note  being  written  with  a 
pencil,  the  name  of  the  place  from 

whence  it  was  dated  was  nearlv 

* 

obliterated.  It  appeared  to  Dr. 
Laidley  to  be  Simbing ;  but  no  filch 
place  can  be  traced  on  any  exifting 
map,  or  in  any  part  of  the  intelli¬ 
gence  communicated  to  the  Affiocia- 
tion.  Major  Rennel  has  therefore 
fuggefted  that,  if  it  could  be  fuppof- 
ed  a  part  of  the  initial  had  been 
defaced,  the  name  might  have  been 
written  Timbing  ;  in  which  cafe,  it 
would  nearly  anfwer  to  the  Timbi 
of  D’Anville,  placed  about  eight 
journies  fhort  of  TombuCtoo. 

That  Major  Houghton  was  with¬ 
in  a  fhort  diitance  of  TombuCtoo, 
there  is,  indeed,  no  room  to  doubt ; 
and  it  was  with  inexpreffible  con¬ 
cern  that  the  next  communication 
from  the  Gambia  brought  advice  of 


his  death.  It  was  reported,  at  firft 
among  the  traders  on  the  river,  that 
he  had  been  murdered,  by  means  of 
the  King  of  Bambara ;  but  Dr. 
.Laidley  writes,  that  this  report  was 
afterwards  contradicted.  Subie- 
quent  accounts,  however,  confirm¬ 
ed  the  circumitance  of  his  death ; 
but  neither  the  place  nor  the  time 
of  his  deceafe  were  afeertained 
with  preciiion.  The  natives  re¬ 
port,  that  he  died  a  natural  death  ; 
and,  by  their  defeription,  it  appears 
that  the  complaint  which  proved 
fatal  to  him  was  a  dyfentery.  They 
added,  that  his  remains  lay  under  a 


tree  in  the  wildernefs. 


It  would  feem,  from  various  infor¬ 
mation,  that  this  unfortunate  gen¬ 
tleman,  notwithstanding  the  holpi- 
table  reception  he  had  met  with 
from  the  King  of  Bambouk,  was  no 
favourite  of  the  natives  in  eenerai. 


It  was  Rated,  on  a  former  occasion* 
that  he  derived  an  affurance  of  fafe- 
ty  from  his  poverty  ;  but,  unhappi¬ 
ly,  he  had  no  fuch  fecurity.  Con¬ 
trary  to  all  the  fuggeflions  of  pru¬ 
dence,  and  the  remonftrance  of  his 
friends  in  England,  the  Major  had 
encumbered  himtelf  with  an  affiort- 
ment  of  bale  goods,  confilling  of  lin¬ 
ens,  fcarletcloth, cutlery,  beads,  am¬ 
ber,  and  other  merchandife,  which 
prefented  to  the  ignorant  negroes 
fuch  temptations  as  favage  virtue 
could  not  refift.  He  complains,  in  all 
his  letters,  of  the  pilfering  difpofitiori 
of  the  natives ;  and  it  appears  that 
he  was  involved  in  perpetual  con- 
tefts  with  them  on  that  account. 
Circumftances  of  this  nature,  with¬ 
out  doubt,  deprived  him  of  thofc 
kindneffes  and  attentions  which 
might  have  contributed  to  his  pre- 
fervation.  Dr.  Laidley  offered  re¬ 
wards  for  the  recovery  of  his  books 
and  papers,  but  without  effeCt. 

In  deploring  the  melancholy  if- 
fue  of  this  unhappy  expedition,  it 
muft,  however,  be  obferved,  that 
the  mifearriage  of  Major  Houghton 
furnifhes  no  proof  that  the  difficul¬ 
ties  of  proceeding  toTombuCtoo,  by 
way  ofthe  Gambia,  are  infuperable  ^ 
on  the  contrary,  there  is  reafon  to 
believe  that  a  traveller  of  good  tem¬ 
per  and  conciliating  manners,  who 
has  no diing  with  him  to  tempt  their 
rapacity,  may  expefi  every  affift- 
ance  from  the  natives,  and  the  full- 
eft  protection  from  their  chiefs. 
All  doubts,  indeed,  on  this  head, 
are  obviated  by  a  letter  of  Major 
Hougton  himfo4f, referred  to  in  page 
6  of  the  laft  memoir ;  which,  be- 
ftdes  acknowledging,  in  the  moft 
explicit  terms,  his  hofpilable  recep¬ 
tion  bv  all  ranks  of  people,  contains 
fo  many  curious  and  important  par¬ 
ticulars,  that  it  is  thought  qeceffiary 
*  "  tQ 
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to  lay  before  the  Society,  in  a  poft- 
fcript  to  this  account,  the  material 
parts  of  its  contents,  in  the  Major’s 
own  words. 

As  foon  as  the  Committee  were 
convinced  that  the  intelligence  of 
Major  Houghton’s  death  was  but 
too  well  founded,  they  took  the  firft 
opportunity  that  prefented  itfelf  of 
engaging  another  perfon  to  go  the 
fame  route.  Mr.  Mungo  Park,  a 
native  of  Scotland,  a  young  man  of 
no  mean  talents,  who  had  been  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  medical  line,  and  was 
lately  returned  from  a  voyage  to  In¬ 
dia,  offered  himfelf  for  this  fenfice  ; 
and  the  committee,  finding  him  fuf- 

ficiently  inftrudted  in  the  ufe  of 
* 

Hadley’s  quadrant  to  make  the  ne- 
ceffary  obfervations,  geographer  e- 
nough  to  trace  out  his  path  in  the 
wildernefs,  and  not  unacquainted 
with  natural  hiftory,  accepted  his 
offer. 

He  fet  out  accordingly  in  May, 
1795,  and  foon  afterwards  arrived 
at  the  Gambia,  when  Dr.  Laidley, 
to  whofe  good  offices  the  Affociation 
are  under  the  greateif  obligations, 
received  him  more  as  a  fon  than  a 
ftranger:  and  it  is  to  be  lamented 
that  the  river  Gambia  having  been 
for  more  than  a  year  blocked  up  by 
French  privateers,  many  letters 
from  him  and  the  Doftor,  of  which 
notice  has  been  obtained  through 
various  channels,  have  mifcarried  ; 
in  particular,  the  difpatches  by  a 
veffel  called  the  Endeavour,  which 
was  captured  on  her  paftage  home  ; 
but  the  crew  making  their  efcape 
in  the  long-boat  in  the  night,  have 
given  advice  that  there  were  letters 
on  board  to  the  Affociation,  both, 
from  Mr.  Park  and  Dr.  Laidley. 
In  another  cafe,  it  is  known  that 
the  difpatches  were  thrown  over¬ 
board.  The  only  letters  of  conie- 
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quenoe  which  the  Committee  have 
received,  are,  one  from  Mr.  Park, 
dated  Pifania,  1ft  December,  1795; 
and  two  from  Dr,  Laidley  to  Mr. 
James  Willis  (the  intended  conful 
to  Senegambia)  communicated  by 
him  to  the  Committee,  the  one  dat¬ 
ed  the  23d  of  May,  and  the  other 
the  1ft  of  Auguft,  1796.  From 
thefe  communications  the  fubferib- 
ers  will  perceive,  that  well-ground¬ 
ed  hopes  may  be  entertained  that 
the  views  of  the  Affociation  will,  in 
a  great  degree,  be  fpeedily  accom- 
plifhed.  Should  Mr.  Park  have 
happily  efcaped  the  dangers  inci¬ 
dent  to  the  undertaking  and  the 
climate,  his  return  may  be  daily 
expeefted  ;  and  the  knowledge  he 
mu  ft  have  acquired  cannot  but  be 
highly  interefting  and  important. 

The following  are  Co[iies  of  thofe  Letters » 

4  Pifania^  Dec,  1,  1795. 

4  Gentlemen, 

*  YOU  need  not  be  furprifed  at 
my  long  ftay  in  Gambia,  for,  I  af- 
fure  you  that  this  is  the  firft  oppor¬ 
tunity  that  has  prefented  itfelf  ftnee 
my  arrival;  and  it  happens  very 
fortunately  for  me,  as  I  am  now 
greatly  recovered  from  a  long  and 
painful  ficknefs,  that  confined  me 
to  the  houfe,  or  bed,  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  rains. 

4  As  Mr.  Willis  is  not  yet  arriv¬ 
ed,  I  niuft  have  loft  the  travelling- 
feafon  for  this  year,  had  not  Dr. 
Laidley,  who  has,  on  every  occafion, 
feconded  the  laudable  defigns  of  the 
Affociation,  given  me  every  affift- 
ance  in  his  power,  and  provided  me 
with  two  attendants,  an  horfe,  two 
affes,  and  every  thing  neceftary  for 
the  journey. 

.  4  One  of  my  attendants  is  ,a  refi- 
dent  of  the  place ;  he  fpeaks  good 
C  0  Englifh  | 
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Englifh  ;  and  goes  as  my  interpre¬ 
ter.  My  terms  with  him  are  ten 
bars  per  month,  from  the  time  he 
leaves  Pifania  till  his  return  ;  rive 
bars  per  month  to  his  wife,  during 
his  abfence ;  and,  if  he  accompanies 
me  as  far  as  Sego,  he  is  to  receive 
the  price  of  two  prime  flaves  on  his 
return.  — The  other  is  one  of  Dr. 
Xaidley’s  own  fervants;  he  has  al¬ 
ways  behaved  in  the  moH  faithful 
manner ;  and  the  Dodlor  has  offer¬ 
ed  him,  as  a  reward  for  going  with 
me,  his  freedom  when  he  returns. 
A  blackfmith  and  his  fon  likewife 
accompany  us  ;  they  have  been 
'employed  by  the  Boftor  for  two 
years,  and  are  now  going  to  their 
native  town,  Jumbo,  in  the  king* 

'  «k>m  of  Karrta. 

‘4  With  this  fmall  but  felebt  par¬ 
ity,  I  Hi  all  take  my  departure,  to¬ 
morrow  morning,  from  Pifania. 
it  is  my  intention  to  travel  with  as 
much  expedition  as  pollible,  till  I 
have  croHed  the  Senegal,  and  got 
into  the  kingdom  of  Cation.  I  ihall 
then  think  the  moft  froublefome 
part  of  this  journey  is  over,  and  take 
.the  firft  opportunity  of  writing  to 
Ifte  AHbciation. 

*  As  all  my  former  communica¬ 
tions  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  French,  I.Hiailhere  repeal,  lb  mo 
ef  the  mbit  material  points  of  in¬ 
formation  contained  in  them.  I 
Ihall  begin,  by  enumerating-  the 

•  ^  ,  *  t  Q 

days  journies  between  this  and 
.Sego,  by  tiie  northern  route,  which 
.is  the  route  commonly  ufed  by  the 
Slatees,  and  that  by  which  I  Hiali 
travel.  They  are  as  follow ; — From 
Pifania,  Coota,  Cunda,  Wooli, 
Color*,  T ambacunda,  Nomataba, 
Jalicse,  firft  town  of  Bondou  ;  Fit- 
Day  eraboy,  Cufang,  Dibboo,  Goo- 
leinboo,  or  Galambob,  laft  town  of 
tendon  j  Gung-gadi,  on  the  norths'- 
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ern  bank  of  the  Senegal,  in 
fmall  kingdom  of  Cajaga;  Kirifna- 
ni,  firft  towm  of  Caffe n ;  Saboo* 
fura,  Cooniakari,  Soomina,  Cdmo- 
roo,  Saimpo,  the  laft  towm  of  Oaf- 
fon,  fituated  at  the  bottom  of  th« 
Banbara  mountains ;  Karrunculla, 
Gemmoo,  or  Kimmoo  (for  the  O 
founds  hard)  Fangoomba,  Dibbong- 
Meiffang,  Seco,  Karrabejanga,  Com* 
ba,  Dubbila,  laft  town  of  Karrta  ; 
Pampara,  firft  of  Sego, '  Nyamoo, 
Glungorrollo,  Dampa,  Finimarbooy 
Scracorro,  Fanimboo,  Wooloocom- 
boo,  Doolinkeeboo,  Diggani,  Sego. 

4  Xiggani  ftands  on  the  northern 
bank  of  the  Joliba,  oppofite  to  Se* 
go,  which  is  upon  the  fouthern 
bank  of  that  river.  The  Joliba  is 
▼erv  broad  here,  but  fo  Hiallow* 
that  people  can  wade  over  it  in  a 
dry  feafon  j  but  the  king  would  be 
much  offended  at  any  merchant  tha£ 
crofted  the  river  in  this  manner  g 
for  the  old  f.Hiermen  are  entirely 
iupporied  by  the  fmall  fares  they 
receive  for  carrying  paftengers  ovee 
the  river. 

*  The  route  from  Sego  to  Gennf 
lies  along  the  fouthern  bank  of  Jo* 
iiba,  by  the  places  mentioned  on 
the  chart  of  the  AHbciation ;  and 
from  Genne  they  proceed,  by  wa* 
ter,  to  Tombudtoo  :  few  of  the 
Slatees  go  farther  than  Sego,  and 
none,  I  believe,  farther  than  Gen- 
n 6.  The  only  perfon  I  have  yet. 
fecn  who  has  been  at  Tombubtoo, 
was  an  old  prieft ;  he  reprefents  it. 
as  a  very  large  town ;  and  fays,  that. 
Houfia  is  thirty  days  by  land,  and 
forty-five  by  water,  to  the  coaft  of 
Tombudloo  ;  that  the  canoes  are- 
large,  and  not  made  of  one  tree, 
but  of  many  planks  put  together ; 
and,  what  is  more  furprifing,  that 
they  are  navigated  by  people  a$ 
white  as  I  am. 


‘  Thefe 
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*  Thefe  are  the  moil  remarkable 
points  of  information  that  I  have 
been  able  to  collect  concerning  the 
route.  I  have  got  no  information 
refpe<ffing  the  termination  of  the 
Niger ;  and  I  am  forry  it  is  fo  lame 
in  other  parts. 

6  I  think  it  is  but  juftice  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  many  obligations  I 
am  under  to  Dr.  Laldley,  who  re¬ 
ceived  me,  on  my  arrival  in  Africa, 
with  an  invitation  to  his  houfe, 
where  I  have  been  ever  tince  ;  and 
it  has  been  entirely  owing  to  his 
exertions  that  I  am  now  enabled 
to  put  my  defigns  in  execution,  and 
attempt,  with  fame  probability  of 
fuccefs,  to  fulfil  my  engagements 
to  the  Afibciation; 

4  I  am,  Gentlemen, 

4  Your  obedient  fervant, 

4  Mungo  Park.’ 

Dr.  Laldley  to  Mr.  Willis . 

Sir,  River  Gambia,  May  22,  1796. 

4  four  effeemed  note,  per  the 
'Robert,  Captain  Grandifon,  I  duly 
received.  Your  letter  to  Mr.  Park 
will  be  fe.nt  off  immediately,  al¬ 
though  I  have  but  little  hopes  of 
its.  reaching  him.  A  meuenger, 
who,  arrived  here  yefferday,  informs 
me  that:  he  had  pafled  Gyttim,  in 
his  way  to  Sego,  two  months  ago, 
and  had  palled  the  territories  of 
Defly  previoufly  to  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  that  now  rages  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  king  of  Sego: 
had  that  not  been  the  cafe,  he 
would  have  been  under  the  dis¬ 
agreeable  neceifity  of  returning 
hither,  or  endeavour  to  penetrate, 
by.  a  long,  perilous,  and  circuitous 
route,  his  way  to  Genne.  I  am 
happy  he  has  in  time  reached  the 
territories  oi  the  king  of  Seco  ;  and 

O  O  ’ 

I  hope,  if  all  is  well  with  him,  he 
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muff,  by  this  time,  have  reached 
Tombiuffoo.  For  farther  particu-  ■ 
lars  refpebling  his  outfit,  and  the 
engagements  X  have  entered  into 
on  his  account,  I  refer  you  to  his 
letter  to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  which 
accompanies  tiffs.  I  underffand 
there  are  letters  at  Galambole  and 
at  Defier  for  the  Afibciation,  which 
I  am  in  daily  expedition  of. 
Should  they  arrive  in  time,  they 
will  be  forwarded  by  the  Robert, 

X  remain, 

6  With  great  deference, 

4  Sir,  your  m off  humble  fervant, 

6  John  Laidley/ 

James  Willis ,  Efq. 

Dr.  Laldley  to  Mr.  Willis , 

Sir,  River  Gambia ,  Aug.  1,  1796, 

1  Your  effeemed  favour,  per  the 
Robert,  rvas  delivered  me  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Grandifon  •  in  anfwer  to  whichy 
I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that 
Mr.  Park  left  me  on  the  2d  of  De¬ 
cember,  1795,  completely  equipped 
for  his  intended  journey  ;  fince 
which  I  have  received  no  difpatches 
from  him,  which  rather  furprifes 
me,  as  he  promifed  to  write  to  the 
AfTociation  'from  Galambole.  I 
have  lately  learned  that  he  has 
reached  the  refidence  of  an  Arabian 
king,  fituate  to  the  northward,  and 
confiderably  to  the  eaffward,  of 
Sego.  The  northward  route,  I  judge, 
he  has  found  neceffary  to  take,  to 
avoid  the  territories  of  Defies, 
which  have  been  depopulated  bv&a 
numerous  army  of  the  king  "of 
Sego.  1  cannot  account  for  his 
taking  fucfi  a  circuil,  in  any  other 
manner  than  to  avoid  the  *  feat  of 
war,  which  has  been  carried  on  with 
^  '  3*  b  ^  tween  thofe  two 

powerful  princes,  for  feveral  months 

C  c  2  path 
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paft.  This  may,  perhaps,  account 
fdr  his  file  nee  ;  or,  he  may  have 
left  letters  in  the  hands  of  feveral 
people  that  may  not  have  reached 
me.  I  hope  he  has  long  ere  this 
reached  Tombu<ftoo  ;  and  I  flatter 
Snyfelf  he  will  find  great  induce¬ 
ment  to  penetrate  as  far  as  Houfla. 
From  every  information  I  have  re¬ 
ceived,  fliips  come  there  of  about 
JOO  tons  burthen  (according  to  the 
defeription  given  of  them)  but  from 
whence,  and  by  whom  navigated, 
cannot  learn. 

4  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Park  fe- 
Veral  times ;  but,  from  the  rapidity 
of  his  journey,  I  have  little  hope 
of  any  of  my  letters  reaching  him. 
Your  letter  will  be  forwarded  the 
firft  opportunity. 

4  I  have  alfo,  fince  the  death  of 
•my  friend,  Mr.  H.  Beaufoy,  written 
by  different  opportunities  to  Sir 
Jofeph  Banks,  acquainting  him 
of  every  particular  refpe&ing  Mr. 
Park,  and  the  engagements  I  have 
entered  into  on  his  account;  fome 
of  which  may  not  have  reached 
him,  as  feveral  letters  have  been 
deftroyed,  to  prevent  their  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  French. 

4  Having  nothing  farther  to  com¬ 
municate,  I  remain,  with  great  de¬ 
ference, 

6  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

*  John  Eaidley.’ 

/.  muis%  Eft, 

WITH  whatever  hefitatton  fome 
of  the  fadts,  {fated  in  the  preceding 
letters,  may  be  received,  concern¬ 
ing  the  fpecies  of  boats  which  are 
laid  to  navigate  the  river  leading 
eaftward  from  Tombudtoo  to  Houft 
fa,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  fliips 
that  come  up  to  the  latter  city,  it  is, 
however,  certain,  that  fimilar  ac¬ 
counts  have  been  tranfiaitted  to  the 
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Society  from  very  different  qirar* 
ters,  and  from  perfons  of  the  high- 
eft  credit,  wholly  unconnected  with 
and  at  an  immenfe  diftance  from 
each  other.  Teftimonies  without 
number  occur  to  prove,  that  the 
river  running  eaftward  to  Tombuc- 
too,  and  from  thence  to  Houfla, 
widening  as  it  runs,  is  the  Niger, 
or  a  considerable  branch  of  it ;  and 
its  termination  in  an  extenftve  lake, 
or  mediterranean  ocean,  in  the  ve¬ 
ry  centre  of  Africa,  feems  extreme¬ 
ly  probable.  Major  Houghton  (as 
we  have  feen)  was  informed  at  Me¬ 
dina,  by  the  fliereef,  whom  he  had 
known  at  Morocco,  that  he  might 
embark  at  Genne,  and  proceed 
with  the  ftream  to  TombuCtoo  ; 
and,  moreover,  that  decked  veflels 
navigated.  The  fame  information 
was  given  by  the  native  who  ferved 
the  Major  as  a  guide  :  and  the  So¬ 
ciety  have  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Matra,  the  conful  atTangiers, 
inclofing  one  from  his  brother  at 
Tunis,  wherein  the  latter  expref- 
fes  himfelf  in  thefe  words  :  —  u  I 
have  traced  a  mediterranean  fea  in 
the  interior  of  Africa,  from  fuch  a 
concurrence  of  teftimony  as  ob¬ 
viates  all  doubts  of  its  exiftence  ; 
and  it  muft  be  of  a  prodigious  fur- 
face  !”  —  Concerning  the  people 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Park  as  white, 
the  only  conclufion  to  be  drawn  is, 
that  they  are  of  Moorifh  origin. 
Some  of  thefe  might  appear,  in  the 
eyes  of  Mr.  Park’s  informant,  the 
negro-prieft,  a  race  of  whites  ;  but. 
it  cannot  eafily  be  fuppofed  that  a 
nation  perfectly  white,  like  the. 
people  of  Europe,  is  to  be  found  in 
the  bofom  of  the  African  conti¬ 
nent.— 

Since  the  foregoing  flieets  were 
printed,  the  lecretary  of  the  AiToci- 
ation  has  been,  enabled  to  announce 

to 
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to  the  fubfcribers,  that  a  Mr.  Horne- 
mann  (another  intended  traveller) 
has  begun  his  journey  under  very 
favourable  circumftances.  Having 
been  provided  with  introductory 
letters  to  fome  diftinguiflied  literary 
characters  in  France,  members  of 
the  Inftitut  National ,  he  proceeded  to 
Paris,  where  he  arrived  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  July,  and  was  received 
by  thofe  gentlemen  with  great 
kindnefs  and  attention;  and  with 
afliirances,  on  their  part,  and  on  the 
parts  of  their  colleagues,  of  an  ar¬ 
dent  zeal  to  promote  the  purpofes 
of  his  million.  M.  la  Lande  fur- 
siilhed  him  with  fome  copies  of  his 
Memoirs  de  HAfrique ,  and  prefented 
him  to  a  meeting  of  the  Jnjlitut  Na~ 
tional ,  at  which  he  was  permitted  to 
ndift.  M.  Brouffonnet,  who  is  ap¬ 
pointed  conful  for  Mogadore,  in¬ 
troduced  him  to  M.  de  Roche, 
lately  nominated  confubgeneral  at 
Tangier  ;  by  whofe  means  he  has 
formed  an  acquaintance  with  a 
Turkifh  gentleman,  a  native  of 
Tripoli,  now  redding  in  Paris ;  who 
being  made  acquainted  with  the 
motives  and  views  of  the  African 
Adbcjation,  has  entered  into  Mr* 
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Hornemann’s  intrepid  enterprize 
with  a  liberality  and  ardour  par¬ 
ticularly  honourable  to  a  Mahome¬ 
tan.  Betides  giving  him  much  ex¬ 
cellent  advice  and  inftruCtion  with 
refpeCt  to  his  route,  he  has  favour¬ 
ed  him  with  a  letter  of  introduc¬ 
tion,  written  in  Arabic,  to  a  perfon 
of  confequence  redding  in  Cairo, 
conceived  in  terms  of  the  warmeft 
recommendation.  He  particularly 
requefts  his  friend  “  to  introduce 
Mr.  Hornemann  to  fuch  Mahome¬ 
tan  merchants  (men  of  integrity)  as 
have  travelled  into  the  interior  of 
Africa;  to  furnidi  him  with  every 
aldftance  and  facility  in  profecut- 
ing  his  journey ;  and,  above  all,  to 
fecure  to  him  fuch  prote&ion  in 
the  caravan  with  which  he  may 
travel,  as  may  render  his  progrefs 
not  only  free  from  peril,  but  com¬ 
modious  and  pleafant. 

Thus  provided,  Mr.  Hornemann 
was  on  the  point  of  proceeding  to 
Marfeilles;  from  whence  to  em¬ 
bark  by  the  drft  opportunity  for 
Alexandria;  at  which  place  it  is 
probable  he  will  arrive  before  the 
end  of  this  month. 

Jugujl  26th^  1797. 

> 
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'Lift  of  Patents  granted  during  tlie  Year 
11 97, for  various  Inventions. 

JOHN  LEE,  of  Lewi  (foam,  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  Brickmaker, 
for  a  mixture  of  chalk,  whiting,  or 
lime,  together  with  clay,  loam,  or 
earth,  for  colouring  and  making  of 
bricks.  Dated  January  23,  1797. 

Dudley  Adams,  of  Fleet-flreet, 
Optician,  for  fpedtacles  upon  a  new 
principle,  by  which  all  prellure  is 
removed  from  the  temples  and  nofe. 
Dated  January  23,  1797. 

Anthony  George  Eckhardt,  of 
Charing-Crofs,  and  Richard  Mor¬ 
ton,  of  Sheffield,  in  the  county  of 
York,  Manufacturers,  for  making 
candlefticks,  &c.  fo  that  the  lights 
may  be  raifed  or  lowered,  having 
likewife  the  advantage  of  an  extin - 
guifher.  Dated  January  23,  1797. 

Timothy  Sheldrake,  ofthe  Strand, 
for  a  method  of  curing  the  defor¬ 
mities  of  children,  or  others.  Dated 
January  24,  1797. 

Robert  Ferryman,  of  Hammer- 
frnith,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
Clerk,  for  a  machine  for  blanch¬ 
ing,  grinding,  and  dreffing  of  corn. 
Dated  January  24,  1797. 

James  Murphy,  of  Hertford  ftreet, 
Pancras,  for  improvements  in  tan¬ 
king  hides  and  Ikins,  &c.  Dated 
January  27,  1797. 

Wiilkm  Roife  and  Samuel  Davis, 


of  Cheapfide,  Mufical-Inftrument- 
makers,  for  improvements  in  barp- 
tichords  and  piano-fortes.  Dated 
January  31,  1797. 

George  Cotes,  of  Edward-frreet, 
Chrifi-Church,  in  the  county  of 
Surrey,  Carpenter  and  Builder,  for 
a  machine  for  expediting  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  horfe-ihoe  nails,  brads,  &c. 
Dated  January  31,  1797. 

John  Grover,  ofChefham,  in  the 
county  of  Bucks,  Brewer,  for  im¬ 
provements  in  the  conftrudfion  and 
fixing  of  coppers,  boilers,  and  fur¬ 
naces.  Dated  February  7,  1797. 

John  Falconer  Atlee,  of  Wand- 
fworth,  in  the  county  of  Surrey, 
Diftiller,  for  a  method  of  condenf- 
ing  and  cooling  fpirits,  in  the  pro- 
cefs  of  difciliation.  Dated  Febru¬ 
ary  7,  1797. 

James  Glazebrook,  of  HadRv, 
in  the  county  of  Salop,  Engineer, 
for  a  method  of  working  and  giving 
power  to  machinery,  by  means  of 
air.  Dated  February  7,  1797. 

John  Nath,  of  Dover-flreet,  St. 
James’s,  Architect,  for  a  method 
of  conffrudting  bridges  of  plate- 
iron,  &c.  Dated  February  7, 
1797. 

Aaron  Garlick,  of  Duckenfield, 
in  the  county  of  Chefler,  Manufac¬ 
turer,  for  a  machine  for  fpinning 
and  roving  of  cotton.  Dated  Fe¬ 
bruary  7,  1797. 
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'Nicholas  Dubois  de  Chemant,  of 
Frith-ftfeet,  Soho,  for  a  table  with 
a  hove  placed  in  the  centre  thereof. 
Dated  February  15,  1797. 

George  Hodfon,  of  the  city  of 
C  heller,  for  an  improved  method 
of  feparating  the  foffil,  or  mineral 
alkali,  from  various  fubftances. 
Dated  February  23,  1797. 

Thomas  Oxenham,  of  Oxford- 
ftreet,  Mangle  and  Prefs  -  Maker, 
for  a  portable  lever-mangle,  for  ca¬ 
lendering  linen,  &c.  Dated  Fe¬ 
bruary  28,  1797. 

John  Silvefter,  of  the  parifh  of 
St.  Pancras,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  Millwright,  for  a  method 
of  mafhing  and  mixing  malt,  and 
all  kinds  of  grain,  for  the  purpofe 
of  brewing  and  diltilling.  Dated 
March  9,  1797. 

Henry  Goodwyn,  of  Lower  Eaft 
Smithfield,  in  the  county  of  Middle¬ 
sex,  Porter  -  Brewer,  for  mixing 
and  mafhing  malt,  and  all  kinds  of 
grain  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  brew¬ 
ing  and  diftilling,  by  means  of  an 
improved  mafh-tub  and  mafhing- 
machine.  Dated  March  9,  1797. 

William  Sellars,  of  Briltol,  Ma¬ 
nufacturer,  for  machines  for  draw¬ 
ing  out  wool  or  nax,  combed  by 
hand,  into  a  perpetual  length  or 
fliver,  &c.  Dated  March  1 1 ,  1797. 

William  Siddon,  of  Weft  Brorn- 
wick,  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
Gun-lock-maker,  for  a  method  of 
Screwing  and  fattening  the  hammer- 
fprings  and  fear-fprings  to  gun- 
locks  and  piftol-locks.  Dated  March 
IF,  1797. 

Edmund  Bunting,  of  Pitman's 
Buildings,  Old-ftreet,  for  a,  method 
of  producing  a  forward  and  retro¬ 
grade  motion,  capable  of  being  ap¬ 
plied  to  mangles,  pumps,  calenders, 
rolling-preffes,  &c.  Dated  March 
£5,  1797. 
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Robert  Barbed,  of  Billborough, 
in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  for 
an  improvement  on  the  machine 
called  a  ftocking-frame,  otherwife 
the  gigger  ftocking-frame.  Dated 
March  25,  1797. 

Jofeph  Barton,  of  Bifliopfgate- 
ftreet,  London,  for  preparing  in¬ 
digo  for  dying  wool,  filk,  linen,  cot¬ 
ton,  & c.  Dated  March  25,  1797. 

John  Paffman,  of  Doncafter,  in 
the  city  ofYork, foran  improvement 
in  machinery  for  drawing,  roving, 
and  fpinning  wool,  hemp,  flax,  filk, 
mohair,  Zee.  Dated  March  25, 1797. 

John  Manton,  of  Dover-ftreet, 
in  the  parifh  of  St.  George,  Han- 
over-fquare,  Gun-maker,  for  an 
invention,  or  improvement,  in  the 
conftrudfion  of  guns  and  piftols. 
Dated  April  12,  1797. 

Robert  Crofs,  of  Quaker  Brook, 
in  the  county  of  Lancafter,  Tanner, 
for  a  new  invented  tan-pit,  and 
mode  of  tanning.  Dated  April  2 6f 
1797. 

Thomas  Todd,  of  Kingfton-upon- 
Hull,  Iron-monger,  for  an  hydrau¬ 
lic  pump  or  machine  for  railing 
water.  Dated  May  9,  1797. 

Richard  Varley,  of  Damfide,  near 
Bolton-le-Moors,  in  the  county  of 
Lancafter,  Merchant  and  Cotton- 
Man  ufadhirer,  for  a  perpetual  mov¬ 
ing-powder.  Dated  May  29,  17,97* 

Timothy  Harris,  of  Waltham- 
Abbey,  in  the  county  of  Eflex8 
Pin-maker,  for  a  method  of  ma¬ 
nufacturing  pins,  with  iron  and 
other  metals,  and  making  the  mine 
white.  Dated  July  4,  1797. 

Jofeph  Slater,  of  Sharpies,  near 
Bolton-le-Moors,  in  the  county  of 
Lancafter,  Bleacher,  for  an  im¬ 
provement  in  a  machine  for  finifli- 
ing  bleached,  dyed,  and  printed 
muflins.  Dated  July  4,  1797. 

Anthony  George  Eckhardt,  of 
C  c  4  Charing- 
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C  haring- Crofs,  Gentleman,  fora  method  of  laying,  twitting,  or  mak- 
method  of  making  draw,  or  bench-  ing  ropes  or  cordage,  of  any  num- 
looms,  for  manufacturing  carpets,  ber  of  yarns  or  ftrands,  or  any  num- 
borders,  and  other  things.  Dated  ber  of  threads,  tarred  or  untarred. 
July  4,  1797.  Dated  Sept.  13,  1797. 

John  Hawkfley,  of— — — — ,  Samuel  Stanfield,  of  Stayley- 

for  a  method  of  combing  wool,  cot-  Bridge,  in  the  county  of  Lancatter, 
ton,  filk,  flax,  hemp,  and  mohair.  Clock-maker,  for  a  machine  for 
Dated  July  4,  1797.  roving  or  fpinning  of  cotton,  flax, 

John  Maule,  of  Cattle -ftreet,  hemp,  wortted,  yarn,  wool,  &c. 
Oxford-ftreet,  Engine-maker,  for  and  for  doubling  and  twitting  filk, 
an  improvement  on  a  machine  for  cotton,  and  thread.  Dated  Sept, 
cleaning  grain  from  the  ttraw.  13,  1797. 

Dated  July  4,  1797.  Charles  Baker,  of  the  city  of 

John  Richardfon,  of  the  parifh  Briftol,  Seedfman,  for  a  method  of 
of  St.  Giles  in  the  Fields,  Opti-  preventing  the  fmut  in  wheat, 
cian,  fora  machine  to  be  applied  Dated  October  11,  1797. 
to  glades  and  pebbles  of  every  de-  Edmund  Cartwright,  of  the  parifh 
fcription,  for  the  ufe  of  fights  in  of  St.  Mary-le-bone,  in  the  coun- 
general.  Dated  July  4,  1797.  ty  of  Middlefex,  M.  A.  for  an 
Henry  Johnlon,  of  London,  incombuttible  fubttitute  tor  certain 
Gentleman,,  for  a  water  -  proof  materials  commonly  ufed  in  con- 
compound,  and  a  vegetable  liquid  ttnutting  dwelling-houfes  and  other 
for  bleaching,  whitening,  and  cleanf-  buildings.  Dated  October  1 1, 
ing  woollens,  linens,  cottons,  &c.  1797. 

and  alfo  for  preparing  huffs,  or  Harry  Watts,  of  Binley,  in  the 
cloths  made  of  wool,  linen,  cotton,  county  of  Warwick,  Gentleman, 
Or  filk,  in  order,  by  the  application  for  an  implement  for  draining  land, 
of  the  aforefaid  water-proof  com-  Dated  Offober,  19,  1797. 
pound,  to  render  them  impenetra-  Jofeph  Bramah,  of  Piccadilly,  in 
ble  to  wet.  Dated  July  7,  1797.  the  county  of  Middlefex,  Engineer, 
Archibald,  Earl  of  Dundonald,  for  a  method  of  retaining,  clarify- 
for  a  method  of  preparing  cerufe,  ing,  preferving,  and  drawing  off  all 
or  white  lead,  which  he  conceives  kinds  of  liquors ;  with  fundry  im- 
will  be  of  great  public  utility,  par-  proved  caffs  and  implements,  ne- 
ticularly  as  he  has  reafon  to  believe  ceflary  to  give  his  contrivance  the 
it  will  not  be  injurious  to  the  health  full  effect.  Dated  October  31,  1797. 
ofperfons  employed  therein.  Dated  John  Harriot,  of  Prefcott-ttreet, 
Auguff  16,  1797.  Goodman’s  Fields,  in  the  county  of 

Anthony  George  Eckhardt,  of  Middlefex,  Efq.  for  a  new-invent- 
Hans-fquare,  in  the  county  of  ed  cog-wheel  crab,  or  capffan,  with 
Middlefex,  Gentleman,  for  a  me-  geers,  to  work  {hips,  pumps,  en- 
thod  of  conttrufting  pumps  and  gines,  and  hydraulic  machines,  to 
«ngines  for  evacuating  waier  or  give  a  thip  way  through  the  water, 
other  fluids,  extinguifhing  of  fires,  in  calms  or  light  winds.  Dated 
&C.  Dated  Auguft  18,  1797.  OcttoberSl,  1797. 

William  Chapman,  of  Newcaftle-  Thomas  Paton,  of  Chrittchurch, 
upon  *  Tyne,  Gentleman,  for  a  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  Engine- 

maker, 
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maker,  for  a  new -invented  prefs. 
Dated  October  31,  1797. 

John  Parrifli,  of - , 

in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  for  a 
method  of  rendering  all  kinds  of 
woollen  cloth  impenetrable  to  moif- 
ture,  or  wet,  or  water-proof,  with¬ 
out  afredfing  their  beauty,  colour, 
or  wear.  Dated  October  31,  1797. 

Robert  Beatfon,  of  Kilrie,  in  the 
county  of  Fife,  Efq.  for  a  method 
of  applying  the  power  of  wind  or 
water  to  horizontal  mills,  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  which  may  be  alfo  applied 
to  feveral  other  purpofes.  Dated 
October  31,  1797. 

Henry  Overend,  of  the  city  of 
Briftol,  Gentleman,  for  a  machine 
which  may  be  ufed  as  a  waggon, 
-cart,  or  dray,  in  a  more  perfect  and 
expeditious  manner,  and  with  fewer 
horfes  than  ufually  and  heretofore 
done.  Dated  November  9,  1797. 

Edmund -Cartwright,  of  the  pa- 
rifti  of  St.  Mary-le-Bone,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  M.  A.  for 
improvements  in  the  conftruiftion, 
working,  and  application  of  fleam- 
engines,.  Dated  Nov.  11,  1797. 

Daniel  Langton,  of  Wandfworth, 
in  the  county  of  Surrey,  Builder, 
for  locks,  fprings,  and  machinery, 
for  the  fecurity  of  doors,  and  for 
preventing  rain  or  wet  from  palling 
under  them ;  and  which  null  caufe 
doors  to  pafs  over  carpets,  &c.  and 
will  prevent  cold  air  from  paffing 
under  or  over  the  fame,  and,  by 
that  means,  keep  rooms  warm. 
Dated  Nov.  18,  1797. 

John  Crooks,  of  Edinburgh, 
Chemift,  for  a  method  of  making 
foap,  and  bleaching,  by  means  and 
ufe  of  mineral  and  vegetable  alkalis. 
Dated  December  12,  1797. 

James  Weldon,  of  Litchfield,  in 
the  county  of  Stafford,  for  a  ma¬ 
chine  or  mill  for  breaking,  grinding, 
and  pulverizing  patched  or  chopped 
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bark  for  tanning  ;  and  for  breaking* 
grinding,  and  pulverizing  different 
kinds  of  wood,  and  other  hard  fub- 
ftances.  Dated  December  22,  1797. 

William  Milton,  of  the  city  of 
Briftol,  M.  A.  for  a  method  of 
caufing  fliips,  veffels,  barges,  boats, 
and  craft  of  all  fizes,,  to  be  built  at 
prices  conftderably  below  what  are 
given  for  them,  as  built  in  the  pre- 
fent  mode  ;  and  for  rendering  the 
rudders  thereof,  in  fome  cafes,  more 
effectual.  Dated  December  23, 
1797. 

Matthew  Boulton,  of  Soho,  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  Efquire,  for  an 
apparatus  and  method  of  railing 
water  and  other  fluids.  Dated  De¬ 
cember  30,  1797. 


Tor  preventing  Smut-Balls ,  or  Bunts*, 
amongjl  l B heat. 

Sir, 

AST  fummermv  crop  of  wheat 
was  very  much  injured  by 
fmut-balls,  or  bunts,  which  were 
found  amongft  it  in  very  great 
quantities.  This  misfortune  was  by 
no  means  peculiar  to  myfelf,  but  was 
afubjeft  of  general  complaint  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  many  farmers 
having  their  wheat  fo  much  da¬ 
maged  by  it,  as  to  render  it  totally 
unfit  for  the  miller’s  ufe.  Wifhing, 
if  poflible,  to  try  fome  means  of 
prevention,  I  was  at  length  informed 
of  a  farmer  in  this  neighbourhood, 
who  had  for  many  years  paft  made 
ufe  of  a  preparation,  with  which 
he  drefled  his  wheat,  previous  to 
fowing,  and  which  had  proved  ef¬ 
ficacious.  I  made  application  to  him, 
and  was  favoured  with  his  receipt;— 
which,  after  having  made  fome  al 
Aerations  in,  and  more  accurately 
al’certaining  the  proportions  of  the 
ingredients  ufed.  I  have  tried ;  and 

with 
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with  pleasure  communicate  to  you 
the  refult  of  my  experiment,  think¬ 
ing  the  knowledge  of  'it  cannot  be 
too  generally  diffufed.  My  feed 
wheat  laft  autumn  was  very  full  of 

W  c 

fmut-balls,  or  bunts,  both  hard  and 
foft ;  and  having  previoufiy  prepar¬ 
ed  it,  as  will  be  hereafter  defer!  b- 
ed,  I  fowed  ten  acres  of  land  with 
it,  and  have  the  fatisfaCfion  of  in¬ 
forming  you,  the  crop  of  wheat 
produced  therefrom  is  of  a  good 
quality,  the  quantity  equal  to  my 
expectation,  and  on  a  very  minute 
examination  does  not  appear  to  con¬ 
tain  a  fingle  fmutball,  or  bunt, 
though  fome  of  the  adjoining  clofes 
of  wheat  have  a  large  quantity  of 
it  in  them.  Underftanding  there  is 
great  injury  done  to  the  crops  of 
wheat  this  feafon  by  fmut-balls,  or 
bunts,  I  am  anxious  to  communi¬ 
cate  the  receipts  to  the  farmers, 
early  enough  for  the  enfuing  wheat 
feed-time,  molt  fincerely  wifhing 
they  may  experience  equal  proofs 
of  its  efficacy.  I  muh  requeft  very 
particular  attention  in  locking  up 
the  pan  and  fhovel  ufed  in  prepar¬ 
ing  the  wheat,  as  I  truft  it  is  unne- 
cellary  to  inform  your  readers  that 
the  preparation  is  a  very  ftrong 
poifon.  The  bags  in  which  the  pre¬ 
pared  wheat  is  carried  to  the  held, 
fhould  not  be  ufed  for  any  other 
purpofe.  The  pan  and  fhovel,  if 
very  carefully  wafhed  with  holing 
water,  and  fcoured  repeatedly  with 
hand,  may  be  ufed  for  any  purpofe 
afterwards  with  perfect  fafety.  The 
expence  of  preparing  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  feed  for  one  ftatute 
acre  of  land,  will  very  little  exceed 
<a  fhilling. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft.  obedient  fervant, 

A  Nottinghamjhire  Freeholder* 
Jug.  16,  1797. 
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Receipt  for  preventing  Smut-Balls , 
Bunts ,  amongjl  IVheat. 

TAKE  three  pounds  of  pulve* 
rized  white  arfenic,  and  four  pounds 
of  common  fait,  boil  them  toge¬ 
ther  in  three  gallons  of  water  for 
twenty  minutes,  fiirring  it  well  the 
whole  time,  then  add  three  gallons 
of  cold  water  to  it;  and  this  quantity 
will  be  fufficient  for  eight  Winchel* 
ter  bufhels  of  wheat. 

Method  of  if  ng  the  above  Mixture . 

On  the  evening  preceding  the  day 
of  fowing,  lay  the  quantity  of  wheat 
you  intend  to  fow,  on  a  heap  ;  hr? 
up  the  mixture,  and  gradually 
fprinkle  it  with  a  difh  upon  the 
wheat,  taking  care  at  the  fame  time 
to  keep  turning  over  the  wheat  with 
an  iron  fhovel,  fo  that  every  grain 
of  it  fhall  be  well  moiftened ;  con¬ 
tinue  turning  it  for  fome  time,  then 
fweep  the  whole  up  neatly  toge- 
ther  ;  let  the  heap  lie  on  the  ho  or 
for  twelve  hours.  In  the  morning 
mix  a  fmali  quantity  of  quick  lime 
amongft  the  wheat,  turning  it  again 
repeatedly  :  you  may  then  carry  it 
to  the  field  and  fow  it.  It  will  b« 
beh  to  prepare  no  more  wheat  at  a 
time  than  will  be  fown  in  one  day. 


FIRST  REPORT  FROM  THE  COM- 
MITTEE  ON  WASTE  LANDS,  &C. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  int§ 
Confi deration  the  Means  of  promoting 
the  Cultivation  and  Improvement  of 
the  IVafe ,  UnincloJ'ed ,  and  Unproduc¬ 
tive  Lands ,  and  the  Common  Arable 
Fields ,  Common  Meadows ,  and  Com¬ 
mon  of  Fajlure  in  this  Kingdom  ;  and 
tL'ka  were  empowered  to  report  then* 
.  .  Jhivceedingfc 
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Proceeding,  together  with  their  Opinion  jefty,  and  prior  to^  txie  nrft  feUIon 
thereon ,  from  Time  to  lime ,  to  the  of  t h e  prelentjxirliarnent 


Iloufe, 

AVING  proceeded  to  that 
important  inquiry,  and  hav¬ 
ing  examined  ieveral  intelligent 
perfons  upon  the  fubjech,  and  had 
ieveral  papers  and  other  documents 
laid  before  them,  have  thought  it 
expedient  to  Idle  no  time  in  fub- 
mitting  to  the  contideration  of  the 
Houfe  the  information  they  have 
already  collected ;  and  for  that  pur- 
pole  will  hate  with  as  much  brevity 
as  potiible, 

I.  The  progrefs  that  has  hitherto 
been  made  in  the  inclofure  of  land 
by  private  acts,  in  fo  far  as  the 
fame  can  be  afeertained. 

II,  The  extent  of  land  remain¬ 
ing  uninclofed,  and  the  means 
which,  in  the  judgment  of  your 


The  following  Table  will  give 
fome  idea  of  the  number  of  thufe 
bills  that  paded  every  ten  years, 
and  the  averap-e  thereof,  commenc- 
ing  anno  1726  ;  lince  which  period, 
adts  of  inclolure  have  palled  in  a 
oreater  or  fmaller  number  every 
year. 

Number  of  Bills  for  Ten  Years. 


5 


Ending  anno  173' 

...  1745 
1755 
1765 
1775 
1785 
1796 

Your  Committee  next  proceeded 
to  draw  up  an  abflradt  of  the  adds 
of  inclofure  which  have  paiTed  for 
each  county ;  and  an  elfimate  of 


33 

39 

61 

312 

471 

469 

371 


4 

4 

6. 

31 

47 

47 

37 


committee,  are  likely  to  be  moft  ef-  the  extent  of  land  thereby  incloled 
fedfual  for  the  fpeedy  inclofure  in  each.  The  number  of  a&s  could 
thereof.  1  be  in  general  fufficiently  ascertained 

j  by  perilling  the  titles  to  the  llatutes 

palled  each  year ;  but  the  extent  of 
Progrefs  of  Inclofure  by  private  A  bis.  land  thereby  inclofed  could  not  fo 

The  firft  adl  for  the  inclofure  of  eafily  be  known.  In  the  greater 
lands  according  to  the  modern  fyf-  part  of  the  adts,  it  is  true,  that 
tern,  is  that  of  Ropley,  in  the  county  fome  general  ellimate  is  given  of 
of  Southampton,  anno  1709-10.  the  land  to  be  inclofed,  but  in 
This,  as  might  be  expedled  in  a  1776  adts,  there  are  no  lefs  a  num- 
new  attempt,  was  oppofed,  though,  ber  than  466  which  do  not  fpecify 
fortunately,  without  fuccefs*.  Only  the  contents  in  acres, 
one  other  adt  paiTed  in  the  reign  of  In  this  lituation,  your  Committee 
Queen  Anne  ;  namely,  that  of  were  of  opinion,  that  the  belt  rule 
Thrornarton,  alias  Farmington,  in  to  proceed  upon  was  to  take  the 
the  county  of  Gloucelter.  In  the  average  number  of  acres,  where 
reign  of  George  I.  there  were  but  the  contents  were  fpecified,  as 
fixteen  acts ;  in  that  of  George  II.  the  rule  of  calculation  where  the 
only  226.  The  remainder,  amount-  extent  was  unknown;  and  the  fol- 
ing  to  1,532,  have  all  taken  place  lowing  Table  is  drawn  upon  that 
during  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Ala-  principle. 

*  See  Petition  againft  Ropley  Inclofure,  Goffrn.  Jour,  vol.  xvi-  p.  381. 
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General  Table  of  the  Atis  of  Inclofure,  from  the  Commencement  of  the  Reign  of 
Queen  Anne  to  the  Ccmclufon  of  the  SeJJIon  of  the  1 7  th  Parliament  of 
Gteat  Britain ,  37  George  III.  anno  1797. 


BOUNTY. 


Bedford  -  - 

Berks 

Bucks 

Cambridge 

Chefter 

Cumberland  - 

Derby 

Dorfet 

Durham  -  - 

EfTex  -  -  - 

Gloucefler 
Hereford  - 
Hertford  - 
Huntingdon  - 
Lancafter  -  - 
Leicefter  -  - 

Lincoln  -  - 

Middlefex 
Norfolk  -  - 
Northampton 
Northumberland 
Nottingham  - 
Oxford  -  - 

Rutland  -  - 

Salop  - 
Somerfet  -  - 

Southampton 
Stafford  -  - 

Suffolk  -  - 

Surry  - 
Suffex 
Warwick 
W  eftmoreland 

Carried  forward  J 


Number  of  A<5ts 
where  the  Extent 
is  fpecified. 

Extent  of  Land  in- 
clofed,  where  the 
Number  of  Acres 
is  fpecified. 

17 

50,031 

7 

6,333 

31 

38,457 

5 

8,81 6 

12 

10.563 

7 

25,146 

63 

54,985 

9 

13,354 

26 

64,115 

2 

1,022 

39 

51,471 

7 

3,320 

6 

8,022 

19 

30,750 

27 

26,801 

117 

161,208 

153 

368,018 

2 

3,350 

37 

70,176 

97 

157,956 

30 

111,248 

60 

108,541 

34 

50,736 

15 

22,704 

16 

18,920 

42 

44,986 

20 

15,782 

35 

35,646 

7 

7,501 

2 

437 

4 

•  1,450 

38 

49,155 

2 

2,158 

988 

1602750 

Number  of  Acts 
where  the  Extent 

is  not  fpecified. 

Probable  Extent 

where  the  Number 

of  Acres  is  not 

fpecified. 

14 

24,732 

20 

153,333 

22 

26,899 

2 

3,516 

11 

38,087 

11 

9,600 

5 

6,308 

1 

511 

35 

46,192 

3 

4,011 

8 

14,471 

1 

993 

18 

24,814 

19 

46,879 

3 

4,525 

16 

30,346 

39 

48,852 

19 

34,223 

33 

49,224 

3 

4,541 

2 

2,365 

3 

3,214 

15 

11,587 

3 

3,027 

1 

1,072 

1 

218 

31 

40,134 

11 

11,689 

332 

645,693 

Total  Number  of 

A£ts. 

Total 

Extent. 

31 

54,763 

27 

159,666 

53 

63,356 

7 

12,352 

12 

10,563 

18 

63,233 

74 

64,585 

14 

19,622 

26 

64,615 

3 

1,533 

74 

27,663 

7 

3,300 

9 

12,03.? 

27 

45v321 

28 

27,994 

135 

186,102 

172 

414,897 

5 

7,875 

53 

100,222 

127 

206,808 

30 

111,248 

79 

142,764 

67 

99,980 

18 

27,245 

18 

21,285 

45 

4S,200 

35 

27,369 

38 

38,673 

8 

8,573 

3 

615 

4 

1,450 

69 

89-, 289 

13 

14,027 

1,230 

2359440 

Brought 
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General  Table  continued. 


'  \ 

COUNTY. 

« 

'■Oip. 

Number  of  A£ts 
where  the  Extent 
is  fpecified. 

Extent  of  Land  in- 
clofed,  where  the 
Number  of  Acres 
is  fpecified. 

Number  of  Adfs 

where  the  Extent 

is  not  fpecified. 

Probable  Extent 

where  the  Number 

of  Acres  is  not 

fpecified. 

Total  Number  of 

A6ts. 

Total 

Extent, 

Brought  over 

988 

1602750 

332 

645,693 

1,330 

2,359,440 

Wilts  -  -  - 

18 

31,681 

36 

63,368 

54 

95,052 

W  orcelter 

26 

24,184 

36 

33,486 

62 

57,670 

York  -  -  - 

2  65 

338,757 

50 

63,954 

315 

402,711 

1,297 

1997372 

454 

806,501 

1,761 

2,803,873 

WALES. 

Tlint  -  -  - 

6 

16,990 

6 

16,990 

Glamorgan  - 

1 

750 

— 

. - 

1 

750 

Monmouth  - 

1 

780 

. — . 

— _ 

1 

7  80 

Alontgomery 

4 

8,626 

1 

2,157 

5 

10,783 

Pembroke 

1 

2,450 

1 

2,450 

2 

4,900 

13 

28,596 

2 

4,507 

15 

33,203 

1,310 

-2025968 

466 

811,108 

1,776 

2,837.873 

Total  number  of 

inclofures  from 

the  commence- 

ment  of  the  reign 

of  Queen  Anne 

to  the  conclufion 

of  the  feffion  of 

the  17  th  parlia- 

ment  of  Great 

Britain  -  - 

1,297 

1,997,372 

464 

806,501 

1,761 

2,803,873 

Ditto  in  Wales 

13 

28,596 

2 

4,607 

15 

33,203 

Grand  total  • 

1,310 

2,025,968 

466  | 

SI  1,108 

1,776 

2,837,873 

|T4  A  N  N  U  A  L  REGISTER,  {797 


On  the  preceding  table  your 
Committee  beg  leave-  to  remark, 
that  no  acts  of  inclofure  have  taken 
place  in  the  counties  of  Devon  and 
Cornwall;  and  a  very  few  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  its  extent  in  the  princi¬ 
pality  of  Wales.  Indeed  there  is 
every  reafon' to  imagine  that  coun* 
ties  at  a  didance  from  the  metro¬ 
polis  are  deterred  from  making  ap¬ 
plications  to  parliament,  by  the 
difficulty  in  . obtaining  fuch  ads,  and 
the  expence  attending  them ;  and 
that  no  extenfive  plan  of  improve¬ 
ment  can  be  expo 6 ted  in  the  more 
remote  parts  of  the  kingdom  wliilft 
the  prefent  fvftem  continues. 

-  Your  Committee  have  alfo 
thought  proper  to  draw  up  a  table 
of  the  afts,  according  to  the  reigns 
of  the  different  fovereigns,  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  calculation  of  the  ex- 
kept  of  land  inclofed  in  each  reign. 

General  Talk  of  Adis  of  Inclofure s , 
according  to  the  Reigns  of  the  different 
Sovereigns. 

Reign.  Number  Extent  of  Land 
of  Acts.  inclofed. 

Queen  Anne  -  2  -  1,43S 

George  I.  -  16  -  17,660 

George  II.  -  226  -  318,778 

George  III.  -  1,532  -  2,804,197 


1,776  2,837,873 

It  would  alfo  have  been  detire- 
able  to  have  diftinguiflied  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  wade  land  inclofed,  com¬ 
pared  to  that  of  common  fields  or 
lands  of  an  arable  nature  ;  but  to 
have  afcertained  the  fame  with 
any  tolerable  accuracy,  would  have 
required  fo  much  time,  and  been 
attended  with  fo  many  difficulties, 

that  vour  Committee  were  under 
✓ 

the  neceffity  of  giving  up  the  idea* 


II. 

On  the  Txtent  of  Land  remaining  urn 
inclofed ,  and  the  Means  which  might 
he  adopted  for  more  effectually  pro¬ 
moting  the  Inclofure  thereof. 

HAVING  endeavoured  to  afcer- 
tain  the  quantity  of  land  already 
inclofed,  it  would  have  been  ex¬ 
tremely  defireable,  in  the  next 
place,  to  have  laid  before  the  Houfe 
an  accurate  ftatemenGof  the  extent 
of  land  dill  rernaining  uninclofed, 
red rifting  the  eftimate  to  England, 
as  the  wades  and  commons  of  Scot¬ 
land  do"  not  come  within  the  ftope 
of  this  report.  Your  Committee, 
however,  on  this  head,  have  been 
under  the  neceditv  of  being  fatif- 
fied  with' very  general  calculations, 
of  which  the  following  is  the 
refult : — 

It  is  fuppofed  that  England  a- 
lone  contains  about  46,000,000  of 
acres,  of  which  about  7,800,000 
remain  wade  in  common  or  uncul¬ 
tivated;  and  on  the  fuppofition  that 
only  1,200,000  acres  are  in  a  date 
of  common  fields,  or,  from  various 
eircumdances,  as  from  Lammas  te¬ 
nure,  &c.  cannot  be  inclofed  with¬ 
out  the  authority  of  parliament,  it 
would  appear  that  at  lead  one- fifth 
part  of  the  fouthern  part  of  the 
idand  remains  fubjeft  to  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  a  general  bill  of  inclofure. 

The  progrefs  in  dividing  -  and 
improving  this  extent  of  territory 
mud  be  extremely  flow ;  and  ex¬ 
perience  has  already  fatally  proved, 
that,  as  the  law  now  ftands,  it  is 
extremely  inadequate  to  the  in- 
creafing  population  and  confump- 
tion  of  the  country.  On  the  fup¬ 
pofition  indeed  that  50,000  acres 
are  annually  inclofed  under  the  pre¬ 
fent  fvftem,  if  there  are  10,000,000 
&cjr$$  yninclofedj  it  would  rer 

quire 
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,200  years  before  the  whole  fhares ,  belonging  to  the  alien  tors' 
is.  accomplished.  . ,  Bendes,  in  ijfiany  may  be  mftoled.. 
cafes  the  commons  are  too  Imall  to  In  regard  to  the'  flrft  idea,  that  of 
bear  the  heavy  expence  attending  a  patting  a  law  giving  the  power  of 
special  aft  of  parliament;  and  in  nominating  the  comma ffioners,  not 
remote  parts  of  the  country,  where  to,  the  parties  interefted,  but  to  th6 
the  land  is  of  little  value,  the  ex-  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Judge  of  Af- 
pence  of  an  aft  is  a  very  material  fize,  the  Grand  Jury,  or  the  Quar- 
confiaeration.  lour  Committee  ter  Seftlons  of  each  county;  or  to 
will  therefore  proceed  briefly  to  adopt  a  plan  fimilar  to  that  efta- 
ftate  the  means  which  have  occur-  biiflied  in  Scotland,  by  which  the 
red  to  them  for  removing  fo  great  commons  are  divided  by  the  courts 
Sn  ohftacle  to  improvement.  of  law,  without  the  intervention  of 

To  pafs  a  law  permitting  perlo ns  commiflioners,  it  would  require 
unanimoufty  confenting  to  an  in-  very  deliberate  contideration.  The 
tnofure  to  divide  their  common  pro-  Scotch  plan,  your  Committee  un- 
pertv  by  agreement  among  them-  derftand,  has  in  fome  cafes  been 
tfelves,  and  to  remove  all  legal  dif-  found  expenfive,  and  in  others  im- 
abilities  which  may  fland  in  the  way  prafticable  *.  And  in  regard 
t)f  fiich  agreement,  is  a  meafure  the  granting  authority  to  the  Chanr 
Which  will  not  probably  meet  with  cellor,  the  Judge  of  Aflize,  the 
any  oppofition;  and  your  Commit-  Grand  Jury,  or  the  Quarter  Sef- 
tee  have  come  to  a  refolution,  re-  ftons,  to  appoint  commiflioners,  if 
commending  that  fuch  a  bill  ihould  other  means  can  be  thought  of  to 
be  fubmiited  to  the  confideration  of  anfwer  the  fame  purpofe,  &it  feems 
Che  Houfe.  The  great  difficulty  how-  unneceflary  to  add  to  the  labour  of 
ever  is,  to  fuggeft  the  means  of  bring-  thofe  who  are,  it  is  fuppofed,  ai- 
tng  about  a  divifion  where  the  par-  ready  fufficiently  loaded  with  judi- 
ties  differ  regarding  the  inclofure,  ciai  bufinefs. 

If  the  parties  are  not  unanimous,  2d.  To  the  adoption  of  the  fe-. 
there  are  two  modes  by  which  the  cond  plan,  however,  your  Commit- 
inclofure  might  be  effefted  name-  tee  can  fee  no  material  objeftion. 
iy,  lft,  By  giving  authority  to  the  It  is  an  eftabliftied  principle  in  the 
courts  of  law  either  to  appoint  com-  law  of  England,  that  no  perfou 
miflioners,  or  to  divide  the  commons  holding  a  property  in  feveraltv  caq- 
by  judicial  proceedings :  or,  2d,  To  havq  that  property  encroached  up- 
enable  the  parties  interefted  to  ap-  on  without  his  own  confent,  or  an, 
point  commiflioners  for  the  purpofe  aft  of  the  legiflature.  But  the  cafe 
of  feparating  the  portions  of  thole  is  different  where  the  property  is 
who  aflent  from  thofe  who  diiTeut  mixed.  It  is  well  known  that  joint 
to  the  inclofure,  in  order  that  the  tenants,  coparceners,  and  tenants 

*  Attempts  have  been  made  to  divide  a  common  called  Milbuie,  fltnated  in  the 
counties  of  Rofs  and  Cromarty,  but  in  vain.  To  afeertain  the  rights  of  the  parties, 
and  the  extent  of  their  mutual  i.nterefls,  before  a  court  of  law,  was  found  imprac¬ 
ticable.  But  commiflioners  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  mvefted  with  authority 
fimilar  to  that  granted  in  an  Engliih  bill  of  inclo-fure,  would  have  found  no  difficul¬ 
ty  ip  dividing  that  common. 
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in  common,  are  either  by  the  com-* 
mon  taw,  or  by  exprefs  ftatute, 
compellable  to  a  divilion  ;  and  it  is 
only  neceflary  to  extend  the  fame 
principles  to  mixed  property  of 
every  other  defcription,  to  obtain 
what  has  been  fo  long  ardently 
withed  for, — an  eafy  and  effectual 
method  of  promoting  a  general 
fyftem  of  improvement.  For  that 
purpofe,  it  is  propofed  that  pro  Vi¬ 
llon  fhould  be  made,  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  a  general  law,  by  which 
all  perfons  poffeifed  of  mixed  pro¬ 
perty  in  land,  detirous  of  inclofmg 
or  improving  the  fame,  fhall  be 
enabled  to  have  their  lhare  in  that 
property  feparately  fet  out,  leaving 
the  property  of  thofe  who  ditfent 
from  fueh  a  meafure,  in  its  former 
mixed  ftate.  By  this  plan,  every 
individual  may  do  what  he  judges 
beft  with  his  own  property  ;  but  he 
is  not  entitled,  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  juftice  and  equity,  to 
prevent  other  individuals  from  en¬ 
joying  the  fame  valuable  privilege. 
For  effecting  fo  important  an  ob¬ 
ject,  it  is  propofed  to  legalize  the 
divifion  of  mixed  property  by  com- 
miflioners,  one  appointed  by  the 
parties  aflenting  to  the  inclofure, 
another  by  the  parties  diffenting, 
and  a  third  by  the  two  commiffion- 
ers  previoutly  nominated.  This  is 
in  fa<5t  merely  extending  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  writ  of  partition,  as 
improved  on  by  the  provifions  of. 
8  and  9  Will.  III.  Cap.  31.  to 
other  mixed  property,  through  the 
medium  of  commiflioners,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  rights  being  too 
complicated  for  a  jury  to  decide  on 
them ;  and  by  that  limple  opera¬ 
tion,  the  great  objeCt  of  facilitating 
the  improvement  of  the  country 
will  be  effectually  fecured.  The 
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parties  detirous  of  an  inclofure  m 
thus  obtain  the  objeCt  of  their 
wiflies ;  whereas  thofe  who  are  ei¬ 
ther  unable  or  unwilling  to  im¬ 
prove  their  allotments,  and  there¬ 
fore  ditfent  from  the  inclofure,  are 
permitted  to  retain  their  tliares  in 
common  as  formerly.  This  is  in¬ 
finitely  preferable  to  compelling  a 
reluCtant  affent ;  for  if  the  improve¬ 
ments  made  in  the  portion  thus 
inclofed,  are  found  to  anfwer,  thofe 
who  ditfent  will  foon  follow  the 
example  of  their  neighbours. 


YOUR  Committee  cannot  too 
ftrongly  recommend  to  the  Houle 
an  immediate  attention  to  this  im¬ 
portant  fubjeCt.  Every  means 
(they  are  of  opinion)  ought  to  be 
taken  for  adding,  without  delay, 
from  at  lead;  150,000  to  perhaps 
300,000  acres  to  the  land  now  in 
cultivation,  as  the  only  effectual 
means  of  preventing  that  importa¬ 
tion  of  corn,  and  difadvantages 
therefrom,  by  which  this  country 
has  already  fo  deeply  inhered.  But 
if  the  views  of  the  fegiflature  fhould 
extend  hill  further,  and  if  the  ne¬ 
ceflary  meafures  are  taken  for  im¬ 
proving  the  territory,  now  in  a 
'if  ate  of  defective  cultivation,  as  well 
as  cultivating  the  lands  which  ftili 
remain  in  a  wafte  and  unproductive 
ftate,  this  country  might  draw  as 
much  wealth  from  exporting  tire 
furplus  produce  of  its  foil  as  from 
any  branch  of  its  commerce,  how¬ 
ever  lucrative ;  and  thence  would 
arife  a  fource  of  riches  not  depend¬ 
ing  upon  the  caprice,  but  ariting 
from  the  neceffities  of  other  nations* 
Such  a  refource,  in  a  domeftic  point 
of  view,  is  the  moil  likely  means 
of  enabling  us  to  bear  the  heavy 

burthens’ 
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burthens  to  which  we  are  now  fub- 
jeCIed,  without  being  exhaufted  or 
cruihed  by  the  preflure. 

It  is  more  particularly  neceflary 
to  carry  fuch  a  meafure  fpeedily 
into  effecft,  becaufe  it  might  be  of 
the  moft  eftential  public  fervice,  as 
foon  as  the  prefent  war  is  conclud¬ 
ed,  to  have  fo  important  a  refource 
opened  at  home  for  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  our  gallant  foldiery,  who 
m  u  ft  be  d i fm i  fled  when  fuch  an 
event  takes  place,  and  to  whom  the 
cultivation  and  improvement  of 
the  territory  of  the  country  would 
furnifh  by  far  the  moil  ufeful  and 
valuable  of  all  occupations.  A 
difbanded  fleet  fupplies  our,  mer¬ 
chantmen  with  failors,  and  may 
extend  the  fifheries  on  our  coafts ; 
but  a  difbanded  army  has  hitherto 
had  little  refource,  but  emigration 
to  our  colonies,  or  to  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  or  reforting  to  manufactures, 
many  of  which  require  fkill  and 
experience  in  thofe  who  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  them.  Since  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  machinery,  however, 
great  numbers  of  hands  are  lefs  ne- 
ceffary  for  our  manufactures  than 
formerly  ;  and  hence  the  proper 
bufinefs  for  our  difbanded  foldiers 
would  be  the  cultivation  of  the  foil. 
With  what  fatisfadtion  would  not 
the  nation  at  large  witnefs  thofe 
brave  and  gallant  men,  who  in  time 
of  war  devoted  themfelves  to  the 
neceflary  defence  of  their  country, 
in  the  time  of  peace  ufefully  occu¬ 
pied  in  the  effential  employment  of 
furnifhing  it  with  fubfiftence  ! 

On  the  whole,  your  Committee 
have  come  to  the  following  refoiu- 
tions  : — 

Refohed, ,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Committee,  that  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  impro\  ement  of  the  wafle, 
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uninclofed,  and  unproductive  lands.* 
and  of  the  common  arable  fields, 
common  meadows,  and  common  of 
pafture,  in  this  kingdom,  is  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  fuch  effential  confequence 
to  the  general  interefls  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  that  every  means  ought  to  be 
adopted,  fpeedily  and  effectually, 
to  accomplifh  the  fame  ;  and  that 
every  poffible  ftep  ought  to  be 
taken  for  that  purpofe,  in  the  courfq 
of  the  prefent  feflion  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

Refohed ,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Committee,  that  it  would 
tend  to  promote  the  inclofure  ’of 
fuch  lands,  if  a  bill  were  pafled  for 
dividing,  allotting,  andinclofing  the 
wafte  lands,  commons,  common 
fields,  and  other  commonable  lands, 
of  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  by  agreement  among  the 
parties  interefted  therein,  and  for 
removing  any  legal  difabilities  which 
may  Hand  in  the  way  of  fuch  agree¬ 
ment. 

Refohed \  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Committee,  that  it  would 
materially  tend  to  the  inclofure  of 
Inch  lands  (more  efpecially  where 
the  parties  are  neither  numerous  or 
complicated j  if,  in  cafes  where  the 
parties  are  not  unanimous,  a  law 
were  pafled  for  enabling  any  per- 
fon  orperfons  entitled  to  any  wafte, 
uninclofed,  and  unproductive  lands, 
common  arable  fields,  common 
meadovrs,  or  common  of  pafture., 
or  any  portion  thereof,  in  that  part 
of  Great  Britain  called  England,  to 
divide,  inclofe,  and  hold  the  fame 
in  feveraltv. 

J 

Rejohed ,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Committee,  that  the  chair¬ 
man  do  move  the  Houfe  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills,  purfuant 
to  the  above  refolutions. 
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Order  paJJ'ed  by  the  IFoufe  of  Commons  in 
1  (3 4<  1 ,  rating  every  man  according  to 
'  his  Ffate for  the.  King’s  life. 

DUKES  I OOl  ■ — Marquiffes  861. 

—  Earls  60l. — Vifcounts  50l. 

- — Lords  40l.- — Baronets  and  Knights 
of  the  Bath. SOl.  —  Knights  201.  -*• 
Efquires  1  Oh— Gentlemen  of  1001. 
per  annum,  51.  —  Recufants  of  all 
degrees  to  double  Proteftants — 
Lord  Mayor  40l.  —  Aldermen  20l. 
"—Citizens  fined  for  Sheriffs  20l.— 
Deputies  of  the  Wards  1 51. — Mer¬ 
chants  Grangers,  Knights  401.  — 
Common  Council-men  51. — Live¬ 
rymen  of  the  firft  twelve  Companies 
5 1.— Liverymen  of  other  Companies 
2l.  10s. — -Mailers  and  Wardens  5l. 
—Freemen  ll. — every  Merchant  of 
London  101.  —  every  Merchant 
Granger,  trading  within  land,  51.— 
every  Engliih  Merchant,  not  free, 
5h— every  Enghili  Factor,  not  free, 
21.  —  every  flranger  Proteftant, 
Handicraft,  or  Tradefman,  or  Arti¬ 
ficer,  2s.  —  every  Papift  flranger, 
and  Artificer,  4s,  —  every  Widow, 
a  third  part,  according  to  her  huf- 
band’s  degree— a  judge  and  Knight 
20l.  —  King’s  Serjeant  251.  —  Ser¬ 
jeant  at  Law  20.1 . — every  one  of  the 
King’s,  Queen’s,  and  Prince’s  coun¬ 
cil,  201.— every  Dodtor  of  Civil  Law 


and  Dodtor  of  Phyfic  101.  —  evert 
Bifliop  601.  — -  every  Dean  40h— 
every  Canon  20l.  —  every  Prebend 
20l.  • —  every  Archdeacon  15l.  — • 
every  Chancellor  and  Commiffarr 
151. — every  Parfon  or  Vicar  of  I  OOl. 
per  annum,  5l.— every  office  worth 
above  1001.  per  annum,  to  be  rated, 
every  man  who  may  fpend  50l.  per 
annum,  ll.  10s. — every  man  fpend- 
ing  201.  per  annum,  5s.  —  every 
perfon  who  is  above  iixteen  years 
of  age,  and  not  receiving  alms,  nor 
formerly  rated,  6d.  per  pole. 


ACCOUNT  OF  LONDON  BRIDGE, 

Frotn  the  Hiftory  of  the  Principal  Rivers 
of  Great  Britain ,  4 to. 

WE  proceed  to  London- 
Bridge,  whofe  antiquity 
carries  back  our  inquiries  to  a  very 
early  period  of  the  Engliih  hiftory. 
Pf e  year  of  its  foundation  is  not 
afeertained  by  antiquarian  fagacity, 
but  it  appears  to  have  been  built 
between  the  years  993  and  1016, 
ftnee,  in  the  firft  of  them,  Unlaf  the 
Dane,  according  to  the  Saxon  Chro¬ 
nicle,  failed  up  the  river  as  far  as 
S fanes ;  and  in  the  latter,  Canute, 
King  of  Denmark,  when  he  be- 

fteged 
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fieged  London,  earned  a  channel  to 
be  formed  on  the  fouth  tide  of  the 
Thames, about  Rotherhithe,fdr  con¬ 
veying  his  (hips  above  the  bridge. 
If  any  credit  is  to  be  given  to  the 
traditionary  account  of  the  origin 
of  the  ancient  wooden  bridge,  given 
bv  Bartholomew  Linftead,  the  lad 
prior  of  Saint  Mary  O very’s  con¬ 
vent,  London  is  indebted  for  this 
(Iruclure  to  that  religious  houfe. 
Stow  feems  to  be  of  this  opinion  ; 
but  the  perfons  who  continued  his 
work  allow  no  other  merit  ter  the 
monks  of  this  convent  than  that 
they  gave  their  confentto  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  bridge,  on  receiving  a 
(efficient  recompence  for  the  lofs  of 
the  ferry,  by  which  they  had  been 
fupported  ;  and  that  this  conjecture 
is  not  without  foundation,  appears 
from  the  appropriation  of  lands  for 
the  fupport  of  London-bridge,  at  fo 
early  a  period  as  the  reign  of  Hen¬ 
ry  I.  In  the  year  1  1 36,  it  was  con- 
fumed  by  fire ;  and  in  i  163,  it  was 
in  fuch  a  ruinous  Hate  as  to  be  re¬ 
built,  under  the  infpeftion  of  Peter, 
curate  of  St.  Mary  Colechurcb,  in 
London,  who  was  celebrated  for 
his  knowledge  in  the  fcience  of  ar¬ 
chitecture.  At  length,  the  con¬ 
tinued  and  heavy  expence  which 
was  necefiary  to  maintain  and  fup¬ 
port  a  wooden  bridge  becoming 
burthenfome  to  the  people,  who, 
when  the  lands  appropriated  for  its 
maintenance  proved  inadequate  to 
their  objedf,  were  taxed  to  fupply 
the  deficiencies,  it  was  refolved  in 
the  year  1176  to  build  one  of  (tone, 
a  little  to  the  weft  of  the  other;  and 
this  flruclure  was  completed,  in  the 
year  1 209.  The  fame  architect  was 
employed,  who  died  four  years  be¬ 
fore  it  was  finifhed,  and  was  buried 
in  a  beautiful  chapel,  probably  of 
his  own  Gonftruclion,  dedicated  to 
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St.  Thomas,  which  flood  on  the 
ninth  pier  from  the  north  end,  and 
had  an  entrance  from  the  river,  as 
well  as  the  foreet,  by  a  winding 
ft  air  cafe.  In  the  middle  of  it  was 
a  tomb,  fuppo  fed  to  contain  the 
remains  of  its  architect.  But  though, 
fo  much  art  and  expence  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  building  the  bridge  with 
Hone,  it  buffered  very  much  from  a 
fire  in  the  ftreets  at  each  end  of  it ; 
fo  that  from  this  accident,  and  other 
circumfbmces,  it  was  in  fuch  a  ruin¬ 
ous  condition  that  King  Edward  I. 
granted  a  brief  to  the  bridge-keeper, 
to  afk  and  receive  the  benevolence 
of  his  fubjedls  through  the  kingdom 
towards  repairing  it.  It  would  be 
equally  irkfome  and  unneceffary  to 
enumerate  all  the  cafualties  which 
befel  London-bridge  till  the  cor¬ 
poration  of  London  came  to  the 
refolution,  in  1746,  of  taking  down 
all  the  houfes,  and  enlarging  one  or 
more  of  its  arches,  to  improve  the 
navigation  beneath  it :  but  it  was 

ten  vears  before  this  refolution  was 

✓  ■. 

carried  into  effedl.  The  fpace  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  piers  and  flerlings  of 
this  bridge  is  confiderably  greater 
than  that  allowed  for  the  pafiage  of 
the  water  ;  fo  that  half  the  breadth 
of  the  river  is  in  this  place  entirely 
flopped.  But  inflead  of  making 
reparations,  the  whole  ought  to 
have  been  removed,  as  a  very  mag¬ 
nificent  flrudture  might  have  been 
eredled,  at  a  much  lefs  expence  than 
has  been  employed  in  maintaining 
the  prefent  nuifance  to  the  river, 
and  difgrace  of  the  city.  The  laft 
alteration  coil  near  100,0001.  and 
without  any  wife  anfwering  the  prin¬ 
cipal  objedl  in  view,  which  was  to 
diminifh  its  fall  at  the  ebbing  of 
the  tide,  and  confequently  to  lefien 
the  danger  of  a  pafiage  which  has 
proved  a  watery  grave  to  fo  many 

people. 
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people.  This  vaft  work  appears 
to  have  beeil  founded  on  enormous 
piles,  driven  clofely  together  :  on 
their  tops  were  laid  long  planks, 
ten  inches  thick,  ftrongly  bolted ; 
and  on  them  was  placed  the  bafe  of 
the  pier,  the  lowermoft  hones  of 
which  are  bedded  in  pitch,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  water  from  damaging  the 
work '  around  the  whole  were  the 
piles  which  are  called  the  fferlings, 
defigned  to  ftrengthen  and  preferve 
the  foundation :  thefe  contraTed 
the  fpace  between  the  piers  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  occaiion,  at  the  re¬ 
turn  of  every  tide,  a  fall  of  five  feet, 
dr  a  number  of  cataracts  full  of 
danger,  and,  as  they  have  proved, 
of  deftruftion.  This  ftruChire  has 
been  ftyled,  by  ancient  writers,  the 
wonder  of  the  world,  the  bridge  of 
the  world,  and  the  bridge  of  won¬ 
ders  ;  and  how  well  it  deferved  this 
pompous  characterwili  be  feen  from 
the  defeription  of  its  form  and  con¬ 
dition,  previous  to  that  alteration 
to  which  if  owes  its  prefent  appear¬ 
ance. 

The  Thames,  in  this  part  of  it, 
is  915  feet  broad,  which  is  the 
length  of  the  bridge.  The  ftreet 
that  covered  it  confifted,  before 
the  houfes  fell  to  decay,  of  lofty 
edifices,  built  with  fome  attention 
to  exterior  regularity:  it  was  20 
feet  wide,  and  the  buildings  on  ei¬ 
ther  fide  about  26  feet  in  depth. 
Acrofs  the  middle  of  the  ftreet  ran 
ieveral  lofty  arches,  extending  from 
fide  to  fide,  the  bottom  part  of  each 
-tirch  terminating  at  the  firfi  ftory, 
and  the  upper  part  reaching  near 
the  tops  of  the  houfes ;  the  work 
over  the  arches  extending  in  a 
ilraight  line  from  fide  to  fide.  They 
were  defigned  to  prevent  the  build¬ 
ings  from  giving  way  j  and  were 
therefore  formed,  of  throng  timbers,. 


bolted  in  the  corresponding  wood¬ 
work  of  the  houfes  that  flanked 
them.  Thus  the  ftreet  on  the 
bridge  had  nothing  to  diftinguifti  it 
from  any  narrow  ftreet  in  the  city 
but  the  high  arches  juft  deferibed, 
and  three  openings,  guarded  with 
iron  rails,  which  afforded  a  view  of 
the  river.  But  the  appearance  from 
the  water  baffles  all  defeription,  and 
difplayed  a  ftrange  example  of  curi¬ 
ous  deformity.  Nineteen  un equi¬ 
lateral  arches,  of  different  heights 
and  breadths,  With  fterlings  increaf* 
ed  to  a  monfrrous  fize  by  frequent 
repairs,  ferved  to  fupport  a  range  of 
houfes  as  irregular  as  themfelves ; 
the  back  part  of  which,  broken  h7 
hanging  clofets  and  irregular  pro¬ 
jections,  offered  a  very  difgufting 
objeft  *  while  many  of  the  build¬ 
ings  overhung  the  arches,  fo  as  to 
hide  the  upper  part  of  them,  and 
feemed  to  lean  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  fill  the  beholder  with  equal 
amazement  and  horror.  In  one 
part  of  this  extraordinary  ftrufture, 
there  had  formerly  been  a  draw¬ 
bridge,  which  was  ufeful  by  way  of 
defence,  as  Well  as  to  admit  fnips  to 
the  upper  part  of  the  river,  and  it 
was  guarded  by  a  tower.  It  pre-« 
vented  Fauconbridge,  the  haftard, 
from  entering  the  citv  in  147  1  with 
his  armed  followers,  on  the  pretence 
of  liberating  the  unfortunate  Hem 
ry  from  his  imprifonment  in  the 
Tower.  It  alfo  checked,  and  in¬ 
deed  feemed  to  annihilate,  the  ill- 
condufted  infurrection  of  Sir  Tho-^ 
mas  Wiatt,  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Mary.  In  the  times  of  civil  dif- 
fention,  which  rendered  this  king¬ 
dom  a  continual  feene  of  turbulence 
and  bloodftied,  this  tower  was  em¬ 
ployed  to  expofe  the  heads  of  trai¬ 
tors:  and  an  old  map  of  the  city, 
la.  I597y  reprefents  this  building  as 

decorated 
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flee  orated  with  a  fad  and  numerous 
exhibition  of  them.  But  though 
the  paiTage  over  the  bridge  is  very 
much  enlarged  and  improved,  and 
forms  a  very  handfome  communica¬ 
tion  between  the  citv  of  London 

* 

•and  borough  of  Southwark,  we  can¬ 
not  but  lament,  as  if  the  miferable 
contrivance  of  the  bridge  itfelf  were 
not  a  fufficient  impediment  to  the 
navigation,  that  the  four  arches, 
which  have  been  fo  long  occupied 
by  an  engine  to  fupply  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  with  water,  frill  continue 
to  be  incumbered  with  it. 


Account  of  the  "Pyramid  of'  Caiuc  Cefius . 

. — From  Lumifden’s  Remarks  on  the 
Antiquities  of  Rome. 

ALMOST  joining  to  the  gate  of 
St.  Pau^  there  is  an  elegant 
pyramid,  which  is  built  up  in  and 
ferves  for  part  of  the  city  wall.  It 
had  certainly  flood  without  the  city 
before  Aurelian  extended  the  walls. 
This  is  the  only  pyramid  remaining 
about  Rome:  but  which  conveys 
to  us,  though  in  miniature,  an  idea 
of  thofe  in  Egypt !  *  ft  was  built 
to  perpetuate  the  name  of  Caius 
Ceftius,  one  of  the fejitemvir  Efiuhnum. 
But  who  this  Ceftius  was,  other 
than  the  title  given  him  on  this 
monument,  is  uncertain.  ^  The 
E/miones  were  a  college  of  priefts,  of 
great  dignity,  who  prepared  thole 
feafts  to  the  gods,  called  LeBifternia , 
where  their  flatues,  laid  on  rich 
beds,  were  placed  at  table  as  the 
principal  guefls.  One  of  thole 
beds  (of  bronze  curioufty  wrought) 


has  been  found  in  Herculaneum. 
Thefe  fumptuous  entertainments 
were  devoured  by  the  feven  noble 
gormandizing  priefts.  It  was  to 
appeafe  the  gods, in  time  ofaplague, 
that  the  Romans  hi  ft  inftituted  thefe 
feafts,  in  the  year  of  Rome  356  f. 
As  the  ground  about  the  pyramid 
is  much  raifed,  we  have  not  lo  ad¬ 
vantageous  a  fight  of  it  as  formerly. 
It  is  1641  palms  high,  all  incrufted 
with  white  marble,  and  re  its  on  a 
bafe  of  Tiburtine  ftones,  whole 
height  is  3 1  palms.  The  breadth 
of  the  fquare,  on  which  it  hands, 
is  130  palms.  Agreeable  to  the 
teftament  of  Ceftius,  this  vaft  mo¬ 
nument  was  built  in  330  days.  The 
fepulchral  chamber  had  been  finely 
painted  :  it  is  now  much  defaced  ; 
more  perhaps  front}  the  fmoke  of 
the  torches  ufed  in  blowing  it,  than 
from  the  humidity  of  the  place. 
Thefe  figures  and  ornaments  feem 
all  to  relate  to  the  facred  ceremo¬ 
nies  of  the  Efiulon.es.  The  momi  -> 
ment  was  judicioufly  repaired,  with¬ 
out  altering  its  form,  by  Pope  Alex¬ 
ander  VII. 


Roman  Method  of  computing  Time . 
From  the  fame. 

ON  the  authority  of  Varro, Pliny 
informs  us,  that  the  fir  ft.  fun- dial 
fet  up  for  public  ufe  at  Rome,  was 
brought  from  Catania  in  Sicily,  by 
the  conful  M-  Valerius  Medal  a,  in 
the  year  U.  C.  491,  and  was  placed 
on  a  column  near  the  rofiya  ;  but  as 
this  dial  had  been  projected  for  a 
more  fouthern  latitude,  it  did  not 
fliow  the  hours  with  exadtnefs. 
However,  fuch  as  it  was,  the  Ro- 


%  PJiny,  mentioning  the  pyramids  of  Egypt,  juftly  calls  them,  V  regum  pecuniae 
©tiofa  ac  ftulta  oftentatio.”~Hift.  Nat.  1.  36.  c.  12. 
f  Livius,  1.  c.  c.  13. 
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mans  regulated  their  time  by  it  for  unequal  length,  and  which  daily 
the  fpace  of  ninety-nine  years,  when  varied,  be  meafured  by  an  inftru- 
Q.  Marcus  Philippus,  who  was  cem  ment  ?  1  have  not  been  able  to 

for  with  L.  Pan lus,  caufed  another  difcover  any  method  by  which  this 
dial,  conflrudted  for  the  latitude  of  could  be  done.  However,  they  had 
Home,  to  be  eredted  near  the  old  two  fixed  points,  viz.  mid-day  and 
one.  But  as  a  fun-dial  did  not  ferve  mid-night,  which  they-  called  the 
in  cloudy  weather,  Scipio  Naiica,  fixth  hour  :  fo  that  a  meridian  line 
fiveyears  after,  remedied  this  defect,  would  always  point  out  the  fixth 
by  introducing  a  method  of  divid-  hour,  or  mid-day. 
ing  the  might  as  well  as  the  day  in-  Neither  have  I  been  able  to 
io  hours,  by  means  of  a  water  ma-  difcover  when  the  modern  Romans 
C'hine,  a  dcpjidra^  which  Pliny  calls  changed  this  method  of  computing 
an  horologium-  •  ,  time.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day  and 

I  do  not  indeed  Conceive  how  a  night  they  reckon  twenty -four 
fun-dial,  or  any  other  inftrument,  hours,  which  are  all  of  an  equal 
could  point  out  the  various  hours,  length  in  every  feafon  of  the  yean 
as  time  was  computed  by.  the  and-  No  inconvenience  can  arife  in  reck- 
cnt  Romans.  The  time  the  earth  oning  twenty-four  hours  in  place 
takes  to  revolve  once  round  its  axis,  of  twelve  and  twelve,  as  we  do. 
or  the  fpace  between  the  riling  of  Perhaps  to  far  the.  modern  Roman 
the  fun  till  its  next  riling,  which  method  is  preferable  to- ours.  But 
makes  a  day  and  a  night,  divid-  the  difficulty  is,  that  they  do  not 
ed  into  twenty:- four  equal  parts,  begin  to  reckon  their  hours  from  a 
we  call  hours.  Now,  the  Romans  fixed  point-,  viz.  from  mid-day,  when 
divided  the  day  and  the  night  into  the  fun  erodes  the  fame  meridian 
twenty  -  four  hours.  *  Twelve  of  line  every  day  in  the  year.  Thus 
thefe,  from  the  riling  of  the  fun  to  they  call  half  an  hour  after  fun-fet 
its  fet-ting,  conftituted  their  day;  the  twenty  -  fourth  hour;  and  an 
and  the  other  twelve,  from  the  let:  hour  and  a  half  after  fun  -  fet  the 
ting  of  the  fun  to  its  rifing,  confti-  firfl  hour,  or  one  o’clock.  *  Hence 
tuted  their  night.  Thus  as  the  fea-  the  nominal  hour  of  mid-day  con- 
fons  changed,  the  length  of  their  ffantly  changes  with  them  :  in  June 
hours  muff:  have  varied.  In  winter  it  is  called  fixteen,  and  in  Decem- 
the  twelve  hours  of  the  day  were  ber  nineteen  o’clock.  To  regulate, 
fhort,  and  thofe  of  the  night  long  :  therefore,  a  time  -  piece  by  this 
in  fummer  they  were  the  reverfe,  method  of  computing,  it  muft  be 
How  then  could  thefe  hours,  of  an  daily  altered.  ■  ; 

i  -  '  .  .  1  X  i '  ‘  ■  \  K  , 

*  rec^on  t:‘me  ^rnni  thefettingof  the  fun,  was  a  very  ancient  cuftom  :  it  was 
|>ractifed  particularly  by  the  Germans  and  Gauls.  It  teems  to  be  connected  with  the 
ideas  which  eftablifh  the .  exiftence  of  a  chaos  or  night,  before  the  world  or  day. 
See  “  Recherches  fur  l’Origineet  les  Progies  ties  Arts  de  la  Grece,par  M.  d’Han* 
kerville,”  1.  r,  c.  2,  p.  13  1, 

Cv.  C  i,  »■ .  ,  ji 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS. 


FfJ'ay  on  the  M tans  of  confining  Heat,  and 
directing  its  Operations. 

From  Count  Rumford’s  EJfays , 
vol.  2,  chap.  3. 

THAT  heat  pafles  more  freely 
through  home  bodies  than 
others,  is  a  faCl  very  well  known ; 
but  the  caufe  of  this  difference  in 
the  conducting  powers  of  bodies, 
with  refpeCt  to  heat,  has  not  yet 
been  difcovered. 

The  utility  of  giving  a  wooden 
handle  to  a  tea-pot  or  coffee-pot  of 
metal,  or  of  covering  its  metallic 
handle  with  leather,  or  with  wood, 
is  well  known:  but  the  difference 
in  the  conducing  powers  of  various 
bodies  with  regard  to  heat,  may  be 
fliown  by  a  great  number  of  very 
fimple  experiments fuch  as  are 
in  the  power  of  every  one  to  make 
at  all  times  and  in  all  places,  and 
almoft  without  either  trouble  or 
expence. 

If  an  iron  nail  and  a  pin  of  wood, 
of  the  fame  form  and  di mentions, 
be  held  fuccefhvely  in  the  flame  of 
a  candle,  the  difference  in  the  con¬ 
ducting  powers  of  the  metal  and  of 


wood  will  manifeft  itfelf  in  a  man¬ 
ner  in  which  there  will  be  no  room 
left  for  doubt.  As  foon  as  the  end 
of  the  nail,  which  is  expofed  in  the 
flame  of  the  candle,  begins  to  be 
heated,  the  other  end  of  it  will 
grow  l'o  hot  as  to  render  it  impofli- 
ble  to  hold  it  in  the  hand  without 
being  burnt ;  but  the  wood  may 
be  held  any  length  of  time  in  the 
fame  filtration  without  the  leaf!  in¬ 
convenience  ;  and,  even  after  it 
has  taken  fire,  it  may  be  held  till  it 
is  almoft  entirely  confumed ;  for 
the  uninflamed  wood  will  not  grow 
hot,  and,  till  the  flame  actually 
comes  in  contaCt  with  the  fingers, 
they  will  not  be  burnt.  .  If  a  fmall 
flip  or  tube  of  glafs  be  held  in  the 
flame  of  the  candle  in  the  fame 
manner,  the  end  of  the  glafs  by 
wdiich  it  is  held  will  be  found  to  be 
more  heated  than  the  wood,  but 
incomparably  lefs  fo  than  the  pin 
or  nail  of  metal ; — -and  among  all 
the  various  bodies  that  can  be  tried 
in  this  manner,  no  two  of  them 
will  be  found  to  give  paflage  to  heat 
through  their  fubflances  with  ex¬ 
actly  the  fame  degree  of  facility  *. 


*  To  fhow  the  relative  conducting  power  of  the  different  metals,  DoCtor  Ingen - 
houz  contrived  a  very  pretty  experiment.  *  He  took  equal  cylinders  of  the  different 
metals  (being  ft raight  pieces  of  flout  wire,  drawn  through  the  fame  hole,  and  of 
the  fame  length)  and,  dipping  them  into  melted  wax,  covered  them  with  a  thin 
coating  of.  the  wax.  He  then  held  one  end  of  each  of  thefe  cylinders  in  boiling 
water,  and  obferved  how  far  the  coating  of  wax  was  melted  by  the  beat  communi¬ 
cated  through  the  metal,  and  with  what  celerity  the  heat  patted. 

D  d  4 
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To  confine  heat  is  nothing  more 
than  to  prevent  its  efcape  out  of 
the  hot  body  in  which  it  exifts,  and 
in  which  it  is  required  to  be  retain¬ 
ed  ;  and  this  can  onlv  be  done  bv 
furrounding  the  hot  body  by  fome 
covering  compofed  of  a  fubftance 
through  which  heat  cannot  pafs,  or 
through  which  it  paffes  with  great 
difficulty.  If  a  covering  could  be 
found  perfectly  impervious  to  heat, 
there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  a  hot 
body,  completely  furrounded  by  it, 
would  remain  hot  for  ever ;  but  we 
are  acquainted  with  no  fuch  fub- 
flance  ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  any 
fuch  exiffs. 

Thofe  bodies  in  which  heat  paffies 
freely  or  rapidly,  are  called  con¬ 
ductors  of  heat ;  thofe  in  which  it 
makes  its  way  with  great  difficulty, 
or  very  dowdy,  non-conductors,  or 
bad  conductors  of  heat.  The  epi¬ 
thets,  good,  bad,  indifferent,  excel¬ 
lent,  &c.  are  applied  indifferently 
to  conductors  and  to  non-conduc¬ 
tors.  A  good  conductor,  for  in¬ 
fra  nee,  is  one  in  which  heat  paffies 
very  freely;  a  good  non-conduCtor 
is  one  in  which  it  paffies  with  great 
difficulty  ;  and  an  indifferent  con¬ 
ductor  may  likewife  be  called,  with- 
ou,t  any  impropriety,  an  indifferent 
non-conduCtor. 

Thofe  bodies  which  are  the  word: 
conductors,  or  rather  the  belt  non¬ 
conductors  of  heat,  are  bed:  adapted 
for  forming  coverings  to  confineit. 

All  the  metals  are  remarkably 
good  conductors  of  heat  ;  wood, 
and  in  general  all  light,  dry,  and 
ffpimgy  bodies,  are  non-conduCtors. 
Glafs,  though  a  very  hard  and  com¬ 
pact  body,  is  a  non-conduCtor  :  mer¬ 
cury,  water,  and  liquids  of  all  kinds, 
are  conductors ;  but  air,  and  in  ge¬ 
neral  all  elaftic  fluids,  fleam  even 
not  excepted,  are  non- conductors. 
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Some  experiments  which  I  have 
lately  made,  and  which  have  not 
yet  been  publifhed,  have  induced 
me  to  fufpeCt  that  water,  mercury, 
'and  all  other  non -elaftic  fluids,  do 
not  permit  heat  to  pafs  through 
them  from  particle  to  particle,  as  it 
undoubtedly  paffes  through  folid  bo¬ 
dies,  but  that  their  apparent  con¬ 
ducting  powers  depend  effentially 
upon  the  extreme  mobility  of  their 
parts.  In  fho.rt,  that  they  rather 
tranfport  heat  than  allow7  it  a  paf- 
fage.  But  I  will  not  anticipate  a 
fubjeCt  which  I  propofe  to  treat 
more  fully  at  fome  future  period. 

The  conducting  power  of  any  fo- 
iid  body  in  one  folid  mafs,  is  much 
greater  than  that  of  the  fame  body 
reduced  to  a  powder,  or  divided  in¬ 
to  many  fmaller  pieces.  An  iron 
bar,  or  an  iron  plate,  for  infiance, 
is  a  much  better  conductor  of  heat 
than  iron  filings;  and  faw-duft  is  a 
better  non -conductor  than  wood. 
Dry  wood-allies  is  abetter  non  con¬ 
ductor  than  either ;  and  very  dry 
charcoal,  reduced  to  a  fine  powder, 
is  one  of  the  beft  non-conduCtors 
known  :  and  as  charcoal  is  perfeCt- 
lv  incombuflible  when  confined  in 
a  fpace  where  frefh  air  can  have  no 
acceis,  it  is  admirably  well  calculat¬ 
ed  for  forming  a  barrier  for  confin¬ 
ing  heat  where  the  heat  to  be  con¬ 
fined  is  interffe. 

But  among  all  the  various  fub- 
ftances  of  which  coverings  may  be 
formed  for  confining  heat,  none  can 
be  employed  with  greater  advan¬ 
tage  than  common  atmofpheric  air. 
It  is  what  Nature  employs  for  that 
purpofe ;  and  wre  cannot  do  better 
than  to  imitate  her. 

The  warmth  of  the  wool  and  fur 
ofheaffs,  and  of  the  feathers  of  birds, 
is  undoubtedly  owing  to  the  air  in 
their  interftices ;  which  air,  being 
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ftrongly  attracted  by  thefe  lub-  tural  as  this  conclufion  may  appear, 
fiances",  is  confined,  and  forms  a  I  believe  it  has  never  yet  occurred 
barrier  which  not  only  prevents  the  to  any  body  ;  at  leaf!,  I  am  quite 
cold  winds  from  approaching  the  certain  that  I  have  never  feen  a  don-1 
body  of  the  animal,  but  which  op-  ble  window  either  in  Italy,  or  in 
pofes  an  almoft  mfurmoimtable  ob-  any  other  hot  country  I  have  had 
fiacle  to  the  efcape  of  the  heat  of  occafion  to  vifit. 
the  animal  into  the  atmofphere*  But  the  utility  of  double  windows 
In  the  fame  manner  does  the  air  and  double  walls,  in  hot  as  well  as 
in  fnow  ferve  to  preferve  the  heat  in  cold  countries,  is  a  matter  of  fo 
of  the  earth  in  winter.  The  warmth  much  importance,  that  I  Ural  1  take 
of  all  kinds  of  artificial  clothing  may  occafion  to  treat  it  more  fully  in 
be  fhown  to  depend  on  the  fame  another  place.  In  the  mean  time  I 
caufe ;  and  were  this  circumftance  fhall  only  obferve  here,  that  it  is 
more  generally  known,  and  more  the  confined  air ihut  up  between  the 
attended  to,  very  important  im-  two  windows  (not  the  double  glafs 
provements  in  the  management  of  plates)  that  renders  the  pafiage  of 
heat  could  not  fail  to  refult  from  it.  heat  through  themfo  difficult.  Were 
A  great  part  of  our  lives  is  fpent  in  it  owing  to  the  increafed  thicknefk  of 
guarding  cnrfelves  againft  the  ex-  the  glafs,  then  a  tingle  pane  twice 
tremes  of  heat  and  of  cold,  and  in  as  thick  would  anfwerthe  fame  pur- 
operations  in  which  the  ufe  of  fire  pofe ;  but  the  increafed  thicknefs  of 
is  indifpenfable  ;  and  yet  how  little  the  glafs  of  which  a  window  is  form- 
progrefs  has  been  made  in  that  motl  ed,  is  not  found  to  have  the  leaft 
lifeful  and  moft  important  of  the  fenfible  effect  in  rendering  a  room 
arts,  the  management  of  heat  !  warmer. 

Double  windows  have  been  in  But  air  is  not  only  a  non-conduc- 
ufe  many  years  in  moft  of  the  north-  tor  of  heat,  but  its  non-conducting 
ern  parts  of  Europe ;  and  their  great  power  may  be  greatly  increafed. 
utility,  in  rendering  the  houfes  fur-  To  be  able  to  form  a  juft  idea  of  the 
nifhed  with  them  warm  and  comfor-  manner  in  which  air  may  be  ren¬ 
table  in  winter,  is  univerfally  ac-  dered  a  worfe  conductor  of  heat, 
knowledged  ;  but  I  have  never  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  a  bet- 
heard  that  any  body  has  thought  of  ter  non-condu£tor  of  it  than  it  is  in 
employing  them  in  hot  countries  to  its  natural  unconfined  ftate,  it  will 
keep  their  apartments  cool  in  fum-  be  neceffary  to  confider  the  manner 
mer  :  yet  how  eafy  and  natural  in  which  heat  pafles  through  air. 
is  this  application  of  fo  fimple  and  Now  it  appears,  from  the  refult  of 
fo  uleful  an  invention  1  If  a  dou-  a  number  of  experiments  which  I 
ble  window  can  prevent  the  heat  made  with  a  view  to  the  inveltiga- 
which  is  in  a  room  from  paffing  out  tion  of  this  fubjedt,  and  which  are 
of  it,  one  would  imagine  it  could  publiflied  in  a  paper  read  before  the 
require  no  great  effort  of  genius  to  Royal  Society*,  that  though  the 
difcover  that  it  would  be  equally  particles  of  air,  each  particle  for  it- 
eflicacious  for  preventing  the  heat  felf,  can  receive  heat  from  other  bo- 
without  from  coming  in.  But  na-  dies,  or  communicate  it  to  them,  yet 

*■  See  the  Philofophical  Tranfadtious  and  our  Regifter  for  1.79a, 
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there  is  no  communication  of  heat 
between  one  particle  of  air  and  an’ 

*  jL 

other  particle  of  air.  And  from 
hence  it  follows,  that  though  air 
may,  and  certainly  does,  carry  off 
heat,  and  transport  it  from  one 
place,  or  from  one  body  to  another, 
yet  a  mats  of  air  in  a  quiefcent  irate, 
or  with  all  its  particles  at  reft,  could 
it  remain  in  this  ftate,  would  be -to¬ 
tally  impervious  to  heat ;  or  fuch  a 
mats  of  air  would  be  a  perfect  non¬ 
conductor. 

N  ow  if  heat  pafles  in  a  mafs  of 
air  merely  in  confequence  of  the 
motion  it  occafions  in  that  air,  if  it 
is  tranfported,  not  differed  to  pafs, 
—in  that  cafe  it  is  clear  that  what¬ 
ever  can  obftruCt  and  impede  the 
internal  motion  of  the  air,  mu  ft  tend 
to  dlminifh  its  conducting  power : 
and  this  I  have  found  to  be  the  cafe 
in  fact.  I  found  that  a  certain  quan¬ 
tity  of  heat  which  was  able  to  make 
its  way  through  a  wall,  or  rather  a 
iheet  of  confined  air,  half  an  inch 
thick  in  nine  minutes  and  three- 
fifths,  required  twenty-one  minutes 
and  two-fifths  to  make  its  way 
through  the  fame  wall,  when  the 
internal  motion  of  this  air  was  im¬ 
peded  by  mixing  wdth  it  one- fifty  - 
fixth  part  of  its  bulk  of  eider¬ 
down,  of  very  fine  fur,  or  of  fine 
filk,  as  fpun  by  the  worm. 

Butin  mixing  bodies 'with  air,  in 
order  to  impede  its  internal  motion, 
and  render  it  more  fit  for  confining 
heat,  fuch  bodies  only  mud  be  cho- 
fen  as  are  the mfc Ives  non-conduc¬ 
tors  of  lieat,  otherwife  they  will  do 
more  harm  than  good,  as  I  have 
found  by  experience.  When,  in¬ 
dead  of  making  ufe  of  eider-down, 
fur,  or  fine  filk,  for  impeding  the 
internal  motion  of  the  confined  air, 

I  irfed  an  equal  volume  of  exceed- 
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ingly  fine  fiver  -  wire  flatted  (b.  ing 
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the  ravelling?  of  gold  or  fiver  lace) 
the  pafiage  of  the  heat  through  the 
barrier,  fo  far  from  being  impeded, 
was  remarkably  facilitated  by  this 
addition ;  the  heat  palling  through 
this  compound  of  air  and  fine  threads 
of  metal  much  fooner  than  it  would 
have  made  its  wrav  through  the  air 
alone. 

Another  circumflance  to  be  at¬ 
tended  to  in  the  choice  of  a  fub- 
ftance  to  be  mixed  with  air,  in  or¬ 
der  to  form  a  covering  or  barrierior 
confining  heat,  is  the  fmenefs  or 
fubtility  of  its  parts;  for  the  finer 
they  are,  the  greater  will  be  their 
furface  in  proportion  to  their  folidi- 
ty,  and  the  more  will  they  impede 
the  motion  of  the  particles  of  the 
air.  Coarfe  horfe-hair  would  be 
found  to  anfwer  much  worfe  for 
this  purpofe  than  the  fine  fur  of  a 
beaver,  though  it  is  not  probable 
that  there  is  any  efiential  difference 
in  the  chymical  properties  of  thofe 
twTo  kinds  of  hair. 

But  it  is  not  only  the  finenefs  of 
the  parts  of  a  fubltance,  and  its  be¬ 
ing  a  non-conduCfor,  w^hich  render 
it  proper  to  be  employed  in  the  for¬ 
mation  of  covering  to  confine  heat; 
there  is  fill  another  property,  more 
occult,  W'hich  feems  to  have  great 
influence  in  rendering  fome  fub- 
ftances  better  fitted  for  this  ufe  than 
others;  and  this  is  a  certain  attrac¬ 
tion  w'hich  fubfifts  Between  certain 
bodies  and  air.  The  obflinacy  with 
which  air  adheres  to  the  fine  fur  of 
beads  and  to  the  feathers  of  birds, 
is  well  known  ;  and  it  may  eafily 
be  proved  that  this  attraction  mult 
affift  very  powerfully  in  preventing 
the  motion  of  the  air  concealed  in 
the  interliices  of  thofe  fubltances, 
and  Confequently  in  impeding  the 
pafiage  of  heat  through  them. 

Perhaps  there  may  be  another 

itifi 
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{Vill  more  hidden  caufe  which  ren¬ 
ders  one  fubftance  better  than  an¬ 
other  for  confining  heat.  I  have 
fliown  by  a  direct  and  unexception¬ 
able  experiment,  that  heat  can  pafs 
through  the  Torricellian  vacuum  *, 
though  with  rather  more  difficulty 
than  in  air  (the  conducting  power 
of  air  being  to  that  of  a  Torricel¬ 
lian  vacuum  as  100()  to  604,  or  as 
6  to  10,  very  nearly) ;  but  if  heat 
can  pafs  where  there  is  no  air,  it 
muff  in  that  cafe  pafs  by  a  medium 
more  fubtil  than  air  :  — ■  a  medium 
which  moil  probably  pervades  all 
folid  bodies  with  the  greateff  facili¬ 
ty,  and  which  muft  certainly  per¬ 
vade  either  the  glafs  or  the  mercury 
employed  in  making  a  Torricellian 
vacuum. 

Now,  if  there  exifts  a  medium 
more  fubtile  than  air,  by  which  heat 
may  be  conduced,  is  it  not  poffi- 
ble  that  there  may  exift  a  certain 
affinitv  between  that  medium  and 
fenfible  bodies  ?  a  certain  attrac¬ 
tion  or  cohefion  by  means  of  which 
bodies  in  general,  or  fome  kinds  of 
bodies  in  particular,  may,  fome  how 
or  other,  impede  this  medium  in  its 
operations  in  conducting  or  tranf- 
porting  heat  from  one  place  to  ano¬ 
ther  r — It  appeared  from  the  refult 
of  feverai  of  my  experiments,  of 
which  I  have  given  an*'  account 
in  detail  in  my  paper  before  men¬ 
tioned,  publi tiled  in  the  year  1786, 
in  the  76th  volume  of  the  Phi- 
lofonhical  TranfaCtions,  that  the 
conducting  power  of  a  Torricellian 
vacuum  is  to  that  of  air  as  604  to 
1000: — but  I  found  by  a  fubfe- 
quent  experiment  (fee  my  fecond 
paper  On  heat,  publifhed  in  the  Phi- 
lofophicai  TranfaCtions  for  the  year 
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1792)  that  fifty-five  parts  in  bulk 
of  air,  with  one  part  of  fine  raw  filk, 
formed  a  covering  for  confining 
heat,  the  conducting  power  of  which 
was  to  that  of  air  as  576  to  1284; 
or  as  448  to  1000.  Now,  from  the 
refult  of  this  lait-mentioned  expe¬ 
riment,  it  fhould  feem  that  the  in¬ 
troduction  into  the  fpace  through 
which  the  heat  paiTyd,  of  fo  final!  a 
quantity  of  raw  filk  as  one-fifty- 
fixth  part  of  the  volume,  or  capa¬ 
city  of  that  fpace  (which  now  con¬ 
tained  fifty-five  parts  of  air  and  one 
part  of  filk)  more  impervious  to 
heat  than  even  a  Torricellian  va¬ 
cuum.  The  filk  muft  therefore  not 
only  have  completely  deltroyed  the 
conducting  power  of  the  air,  but 
muft  alfo  at  the  fame  time  have  ve¬ 
ry  fenfibly  impaired  that  of  the 
etherial  fluid  which  probably  occu¬ 
pies  the  interftices  of  air,  and  which 
ferves  to  conduct  heat  through  a 
Torricellian  vacuum  :  for  a  Torri¬ 
cellian  vacuum  was  a  better  con¬ 
ductor  of  heat  than  this  medium,  in 
the  proportion  of  604  to  448.  But 
I  forbear  to  enlarge  upon  this  fub- 
JeCt,  being  fenfible  of  the  danger  of 
reafoning  upon  the  properties  of  a 
fluid  whofe  exiltence  is  even  doubt¬ 
ful  ;  and  feeling  that  our  knowledge 
of  the  nature  of  heat,  and  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  communicat¬ 
ed  from  one  body  to  another,  is 
much  too  irnperfeCt  and  obfcure  to 
enable  us  to  purfue  thefe  fpecula- 
tions  with  any  profpeCt  of  fuccefs 
or  advantage. 

Whatever  may  be  the  manner  in 
which  heat  is  communicated  from 
one  body  to  another,  I  think  it  has 
been  fufficiently  proved  that  it 
pafies  with  great  difficulty  through 


*  See  my  Experiments  on  Heat,  publifhed  in  the  Philofophical  Traafadions, 
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confined  air;  and  the  knowledge 
■of  this’ faff  is  very  important,  as  it 
enables  us  to  take  our  meafures 
with  certainty  and  with  facility  for 

j  ✓ 

Confining  heat,  and  directing  its 
operations  to  ufeful  purpofes. 

But  atmofpheric  s.ir  is  not  the 
only  non-conduftor  of  heat.  All 
kinds  of  air,  artificial  as  well  as  na¬ 
tural,  and  in  general  all  elaflic  flu¬ 
ids,  fleam  not  excepted,  feem  to 
poffefs  this  property  in  as  high  a  de¬ 
gree  of  perfection  as  atmofpheric 
air. 

That  fleam  is  not  a  condudlor  of 
heat,  I  proved  by  the  following  ex- 
eriment :  A  large  globular  bottle 
eing  provided,  of  very  thin  and 
very  tranfparent  glafs,  with  a  nar¬ 
row  neck,  and  its  bottom  drawn  in 
ward  fo  as  to  form  a  hollow  hemi- 
fphere  about  fix  inches  in  diameter ; 
this  bottle,  which  was  about  eight 
inches  in  diameter  externally,  be¬ 
ing  filled  with  cold  water,  was  plac¬ 
ed  in  a  (hallow  difh,  or  rather  plate, 
about  ten  inches  in  diameter,  with  a 
flat  bottom,  formed  of  very  thin 
flieet  brafs,  and  raifed  upon  a  tri¬ 
pod,  and  which  contained  a  fmall 
quantity  (about  two-tenths  of  an 
inch  in  depth)  of  water;  a  fpirit- 
iamp  being  then  placed  under  the 
middle  of  this  plate,  in  a  very  feiv 
minutes  the  water  in  the  plate  be¬ 
gan  to  boil,  and  the  hollow  formed 
by  the  bottom  of  the  bottle  was  fill¬ 
ed  with  clouds  of  fleam,  which,  af¬ 
ter  circulating  in  it  with  furprifing 
rapidity  four  or  five  minutes,  and 
after  forcing  out  a  good  deal  of  air 
from  under  the  bottle,  began  gra¬ 
dually  to  clear  up.  At  the  end  of 
eight  or  ten  minutes  (when,  as  I 
fuppofed,  the  air  remaining  with 
the  fleam  in  the  hollow  cavity  form¬ 
ed  by  the  bottom  of  the  bottle,  had 
acquired  nearly  the  fame  tempera¬ 


ture  as  that  of  the  fleam)  thefc 
clouds  totally  difappeared  ;  and, 
though  the  water  continued  to  boil 
with  the  utmofl  violence,  the  con¬ 
tents  of  this  hollow  cavity  became 

J 

fo  perfectly  invifible,  and  fo  little 
appearance  was  there  of  fleam,  that, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  flreams  of 
u  ater  which  were  continually  run¬ 
ning  down  its  tides,  I  fliould  aimofl 
have  been  tempted  to  doubt  whe¬ 
ther  any  fleam  was  actually  gene¬ 
rated. 

Upon  lifting  up  for  an  inflant 
one  fide  of  the  bottle,  and  letting 
in  a  fmaller  quantity  of  cold  air,  the 
clouds  inflantly  returned,  an^i  con¬ 
tinued  circulating  feveral  minutes 
with  great  rapidity,  and  then  gradu¬ 
ally  difappeared  as  before.  This 
experiment  was  repeated  feveral 
times,  and  always  with  the  fame  re- 
fult ;  the  fleam  always  becoming  vi- 
fible  when  cold  air  was  mixed  with 
it,  and  afterwards  recovering  its 
tranfparency  when,  part  of  this  air 
being  expelled,  that  which  remain¬ 
ed  had  acquired  the  temperature  of 
the  fleam. 

Finding  that  cold  air  introduced 
under  the  bottle  caufed  the  fleam 
to  be  partially  condenfed,  and  clouds 
to  be  formed,  I  was  defirous  of  fee¬ 
ing  what  viftble  effefts  would  be 
produced  by  introducing  a  cold  fo- 
lid  body  under  the  bottle.  I  ima¬ 
gined  that  if  fleam  was  a  conductor 
of  heat,  fome  part  of  the  heat  in  the 
fleam  paffing  out  of  it  into  the  cold 
body,  clouds  would  of  courfe  be 
formed  ;  but  I  thought  if  fleam  was 
a  non-condu£lor  of  heat ;  that  is  to 
fay,  if  one  particle  of  fleam  could  not 
communicate  any  part  of  its  heat 
to  its  neighbouring  particles  ;  in  that 
cafe,  as  the  cold  body  could  only 
affedt  the  particles  of  fleam  actually 
in  contact  with  it?  no  cloud  would 

appear 


miscellane 

appear ;  and  the  refult  of  the  ex¬ 
periment  fliowed  that  fleam  is  in 
faefl  a  non-conduCtor  of  heat  5  for, 
notwithstanding  the  cold  body  ufed 
in  this  experiment  was  very  large 
and  very  cold,  being  a  folid  lump  of 
ice  nearly  as  large  as  an  hen’s  egg, 
placed  in  the  middle  of  the  hollow 
cavity  under  the  bottle,  upon  a  fmall 
tripod  or  fland  made  of  iron-wire  5 
yet  as  foon  as  the  clouds  which  were 
formed  in  conference  of  the  un¬ 
avoidable  introduction  of  cold  air  in 
lifting  up  the  bottle  to  introduce 
the  ice,  were  diffipated  (which  foon 
happened)  the  fleam  became  fo  per¬ 
fectly  tranfparent  and  invifible,  that 
not  the  fmalleft  appearance  of  clou- 
dinefs  was  to  be  feen  anywhere, 
hot  even  about  the  ice,  which,  as 
it  went  oh  to  melt,  appeared  as 
clear  and  tranfparent  as  a  piece  of 

the  fineft  rock-crvftal. 
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This  experiment,  which  I  firft 
made  at  Florence,  in  the  month  of 
November,  1793,  was  repeated  fe- 
veral  times  in  the  prefence  of  Lord 
Palmerfton,  who  was  then  at  Flo¬ 
rence,  and  Monlieur  de  Fontana. 
In  thefe  experiments  the  air  was  not 
entirely  expelled  from  under  the 
bottle ;  on  the  contrary,  a  confider- 
able  quantity  of  it  remained  mix¬ 
ed  with  the  fleam  even  after  the 
clouds  had  totally  difappeared,  as  I 
found  by  a  particular  experiment, 
.made  with  a  view  to  afeertain  that 
faCt ;  but  that  circumftance  does  not 
render  the  refult  of  this  experiment 
lefs  curious :  on  the  contrary,  I  think 
it  tends  to  make  it  more  furprifing. 
It  fliould  feem  that  neither  the  mats 
of  fleam,  nor  that  of  air,  were  at  all 
cooled  by  the  body  of  ice  which 
they  furrounded  ;  for  if  the  air  had 
been  cooled  (in  mafs)  it  feems 
highly  probable  that  the  clouds 
would  have  returned. 
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The  refults  of  thefe  experiments, 
compared  with  thofe  formerly  al¬ 
luded  to,  in  which  I  had  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  afeertain  the  moil  advanta¬ 
geous  forms  for  boilers,  opened  to 
me  an  entirely  new  held  for  fpecu- 
lation  and  improvement  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  fire.  They  fliowed  me 
that  not  only  cold  air,  but  alfo  hot  air 
and  hot  fleam,  and  hot  mixtures  of 
air  and  fleam,  are  non-condnCtors  of 
heat ;  consequently  that  the  hot  va¬ 
pour  which  rites  from  burning  fuel, 
and  even  the  flame  itfelf,  is  a  non¬ 
conductor  of  heat. 

This  may  be  thought  a  bold  afler- 
lion ;  but  a  little  calm  reflection,  and 
a  careful  examination  of  the  pheno¬ 
mena  which  attend  the  combuflion 
of  fuel,  and  the  communication  of 
heat  by  flame,  will  fliow  it  to  be  well- 
founded  ;  and  the  advantages  which 
may  be  derived  from  the  knowledge 
of  this.  faCt,  are  of  very  great  import¬ 
ance  indeed. 

^■"—1. — — ™ »'  Ilnm.>i  II  j  ,, 

On  the  Danger  of  ufing  Veffels  of  Lea  f 
Coffer,  or  Brafs ,  in  Dairies.  By  Mr. 
Thomas  Hayes,  Surgeon,  of  HamfeaT. 

From  the  Letters  and  Fajiers  of  the  Bath 
and  If/  ef  of  England  Society  for  the  . 
Encouragement  of  Agriculture',  Me. 

MA.lv  L  eminent  phyfleians 
have  aflerted,  that  butter  is 
very  unwholefome  ;  while  others, 
equally  eminent,  have  confide  red 
it  as  not  only  innocent,  but  as  a 
good  afliflant  to  digeftion  ;  and  each, 
have  been  laid  to  ground  their  opi¬ 
nions  upon  experience.  Perhaps 
both  may  be  right ;  and  butter  may 
be  innocent  or  mifehievous  accord¬ 
ing  as  it  contains  many  or  few  ad¬ 
ventitious  materials,  collected  from 
vefiels,  &c.  ufed  in  the  procefs  of 
making  it, 

I  am 
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I  am  led  to  thefe  conjectures  by 
obferving,  that  in  almoft  all  the 
great  dairies,  the  milk  is  buffered  to 
ffand  in  lead,  brafs,  or  copper  vef- 
fels,  to  throw  up  the  cream.  The 
clofenefs  of  the  texture  of  thefe 
meta's,  and  their  coldneis  and  fo- 
liditv,  contribute  to  feparate  a  great¬ 
er  quantity  of  cream  from  the  milk 
than  would  be  done  by  wooden 
trundles,  or  earthen  pans ;  both  of 
which  are  alfo  fometimes  made  ufe 
of. 

As  I  with  to  effablifh  the  potti- 
bility  of  the  fact,  that,  milk  may 
corrode  or  diffolve  particles  of  the 
veffels  above  mentioned,  and  there¬ 
fore  be  liable  to  communicate  per¬ 
nicious  qualities  to  the  butter,  I  beg 
leave  to  fubmit  the  reafons  from 
which  I  draw  this  conclufion. 

Whoever  has  been  much  in  great 
dairies,  muff  have  obferved  a  pecu¬ 
liarly  four  frowfy  fmell  in  them, 
although  they  be  ever  fo  well  at¬ 
tended  to  in  refpeft  of  cleanlinefs, 
See,  In  fome,  where  the  managers 
are  not  very  cleanly,  this  fmell  is 
extremely  difagreeable,  owing  moff- 
lv  to  the  corrupted  milk.  In  fome 
it  arifes  from  the  utenfils  being 
fealded  in  the  dairy ;  and  in  others, 
from  a  bad  confirmation  of  the 
building  itfelf,  the  want  or  a  fuf- 
ficient  circulation  of  air,  water,.  &c. 
but,  in  all,  a  great  deal  of  the  light¬ 
er  or  more  volatile  parts  of  the 
milk  fly  off  from  the  furface  of  the 
pans,  and  furnifh  a  great  quantity 
of  acid  effluvia  to  the  furrounding 
air  and  ceiling  ;  which  is  again  d.e- 
pofited  on  every  thing  beneath  It, 
and,  of  courfe,  often  on  the  veffels, 
after  they  have  been  put  by  clean, 
at  the  times  of  their  being  out.  of 
ufe.  This  may  be  obferved  to  give 
a  dull  fort  of  appearance  to  brafs 
and  copper,  as  if  you  had  breathed 
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on  them ;  for  if  you  rub  your  fin¬ 
ger  lightly  over  the  veffels,  you  will 
have  both  the  tafte  and  fmell  of  the 
metal. 

It  alfo  happens  fometimes,  that 
after  the  veffels  are  wafhed,  they 
are  not  carefully  rinced,  nor  per¬ 
fectly  dried  by  the  fire ;  fo  that  fome 
of  the  milk,  See,  is  left  on  the  fur- 
face  of  them;  which  diffolves  the 
metals,  either  by  its  animal,  oily,  or 
acefcent  qualities. 

This  is  not  the  only  way,  nor  the 
worft,  by  which  the  butter  may  be¬ 
come  impregnated  with  mifehief. 
The  greater  the  quantity  of  cream 
thrown  up  from  the  milk,  the  larg¬ 
er  profits  accrue  to  the  dairy-man  ; 
therefore  he  keeps  it  in  the  veffels 
as  long  as  he  can,  and  it  is  frequent¬ 
ly  kept  till  it  is  very  four,  and  ca¬ 
pable  of  aCting  upon  them  :  if  they 
are  of  lead,  a  calx  offugar  of  lead  is 
produced;  if  of  brafs  or  copper, 
verdigris. 

It  is  true,  the  quantity  cannot  be 
verv  great:  this  however  will  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  degree  of  fournefs 
and  length  of  time  wffich  the  milk 
ffands  ;  but,  independent  of  the 
acid,  the  animal  oil  in  the  cream 
will  diffolve  brafs  and  copper. 

That  an  acid  floats  in  the  atmo- 
fphere  of  a  dairy,  may  be  proved  by 
placing  therein  a  bafon  of  fyrup  of 
violets  for  a  little  time,  which  will 
be  found  to  turn  red. 

If  then  I  am  right  in  my  conjec¬ 
tures,  as  I  think  I  am,  from  the  in¬ 
numerable  experiments  and  obfer- 
vations  which  I  have  made  to  fa- 
tisfy  myfelf  of  the  faCt,  and  which 
it  would  be  trifling  to  relate  here, 
may  not  the  reputation  of  the 
wholefomenefs  or  unwholefomenefs 
of  butter  depend  upon,  or  be  owing 
to,  fome  of  the  above  caufes  ?  And 
may  not  many  a  cafual,  nay  obfti- 

nate 
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Bate  complaint,  which  phyficians 
have  in  vain  laboured  to  account  for, 
have  originated  from  this  fource? 
Butler  is  found  very  frequently  to 
occafion  much  diforder  to  very 
weakly,  delicate,  and  irritable  flo- 
machs;  yet  thefe  llomachs  will  bear 
olive-oil.  This  cannot  ealily  be  ac¬ 
counted  for,  but  from  metallic  im¬ 
pregnation. 

I  will  not  contend  that  all  the  ill 
effects  attributed  to  butter  are  cauf- 
ed  by  the  mineral  particles  which  it 
gains  by  the  means  before  ftated  :  I 
only  infill  that  it  is  poffible,  and  in¬ 
deed  very  probable ;  and  that,  when 
butter  is  free  from  thefe  particles, 
it  is  not  to  unwholefome  as  feme 
have  afierted ;  though,  when  it  does 
-contain  them,  it  is  found  to  diforder 
very  tender  perfens. 

To  enlarge  upon  the  febje«5l?  or 
attempt  to  explain  the  many  ways 
by  which  a  very  fmall  quantity  of 
the  above  metals  may  prove  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  human  frame,  in  feme 
particular  conllitutions,  would  be 
only  to  repeat  what  has  already  been 
faid  by  abler  writers*.  Some  will 
perhaps  fay,  that  my  ideas  are  very 
far-fetched;  and  others,  that  my  opi¬ 
nions  are  ill-founded  ;  but,  I* trull, 
whoever  has  read  the  induflrious 
Refearches  of  Sir  George  Baker  on 
the  Effects  of  Lead,  and  the  melan¬ 
choly  cafe  of  a  young  lady  who  di¬ 
ed  in  confequence  of  eating  pickled 
famphire  very  liightly  impregnated 
with  copper,  and  which  others  ate 
without  being  difeafed,  as  related 
by  Dr.  Percival,  will  receive  my 
opinions  with  lefs  objection.  If  I 
have  erred,  I  have  done  it  in  ho¬ 
nourable  company. 


I  111  all  be  very  glad  if  the  forego¬ 
ing  obfervations  have  fufficient  in¬ 
fluence  on  the  dairy-men  to  induce 
them  to  change  their  utenlils.  Ve- 
ry  commodious  velfels  may  be  made 
of  call-iron,  equally  well  filed  for 
the  purpofes  of  the  dairy,  which 
will  nof,  be  expenfive,  and  will  be 
more  innocent  and  cleanly. 


On  the  Ancient  and  Modern  Navigation 
cf  India.  From  Dr.  Nincenf  s  Voyage 
of  Near chus,  4 to. 

T  CANNOT  take  a  final  leave  of 
X  this  co.afl  without  obferving,  that 
the  whole  di  fiance  from  the  Indus 
to  Cape  jalk  comes  out  as  near  as 
may  he,  fix  hundred  and  twenty-five 
miles,  equal  to  the  effirnation  of  Ar¬ 
rian  on  the  coafl  of  the  Iflhyopha- 
gi  alone  ;  and  this  number  of  miles 
Nearchus  was  from  feventy  to  fe- 
venty-five  days  in  palling.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  with  due  allowance  made  for 
fetting  out  againfl  the  monfeon, 
and  twenty-four  days  loll  at  Caps 
Monze,  we  reduce  the  whole  to 
forty  days,  we  may  form  a  compara¬ 
tive  view  between  ancient  and  mo¬ 
dern  navigation  ;  for  it  appears  from 
the  journal  of  the  Houghton  Ealt 
Indiaman,  that  fee  made  the  fame 
run  in  thirteen  days ;  and  upon  her 
return  was  only  five  days  from  Go- 
rneroon  to  Scindy  Bar.  But  fe  far 
is  this  from  dimini feing  the  credit  of 
the  firft  navigators,  that  it  is  enhanc¬ 
ed  by  every  difficulty  they  had  to 
fermount : — weak  velfels  with  inex¬ 
perienced  mariners  ;  no  provifions 
but  fuch  as  an  unknown  coal!  might 
furnife  ;  no  convenience  for  deep- 


*  See  Sir  George  Baker’s  papers  on  the  effe&s  of  lead,  in  the  Medical  Tranfac- 
dons  j  Dr.  Percivai’s  paper  in  the  and  Dr.  Falconeron  copper  velfels. 
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ing  on  board ;  no  pilot  but  fuch  as 
they  might  cafually  pick  up  on  their 
courfe  ;  no  certainly  that  this  fea 
was  ever  navigated  before,  or  even 
navigable  ;  and  no  resources  fuch  as 
the  moderns  have,  without  number, 
in  their  arms,  their  inftruments, 
their  experience,  and  the  accumu¬ 
lated  acquifitions  of  knowledge, 
whether  practical  or  theoretical. 
Under  all  thefe  di  fad  vantages,  if 
the  object  was  attained,  and  the 
voyage  completed,  it  is  not  the 
length  of  the  courfe  that  ought  to 
raife  the  name  of  Columbus  higher 
than  that  of  Nearchus ;  the  confe- 
quences  derived  from  the  difcove- 
ries  of  both  are  equally  important, 
and  the  commerce  with  the  Eaft 
Indies  upon  a  level  with  that  of 
America:  but  if  the  communica¬ 
tion  fixed  at  Alexandria  is  the  ori¬ 
gin  of  the  Portuguefe  difcoveries, 
and  the  circumnavigation  of  Africa, 
Nearchus  is  in  faff  the  primary  au¬ 
thor  of  difcovery  in  general,  and 
the  matter  both  of  Gama  and  Co¬ 
lumbus. 

There  is  one  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftance  attending  this  expedi¬ 
tion,  which  is,  that  we  find  no  men¬ 
tion  of  mutiny  or  difeafe  among 
the  people.  The  former  would  be 
naturally  checked  by  their  filiation, 
for  they  had  no  fecond  hope  if  they 
failed  in  the  execution  of  their  en¬ 
terprise,  and  no  chance  T  preferva- 
tion  but  by  obedience  to  their  com¬ 
mander  ;  the  latter  was  lefs  likely 
to  occur,  from  the  circumftances 
peculiar  to  the  navigation  ;  and  the 
maladies  arifng  from  famine  or  bad 
provifions,  appear  not  to  have  had 
fufficient  time  to  exhibit  their  worft 
effects.  As  far  as  can  be  collected 
from  the  journal,  they  were  never 
without  -fhell-fifli  till  within  a  few 
days  of  their  arrival ;  and  fcorbutic 
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diforders,  which  are  the  fcourge  of 
the  mariner  in  the  protradfed  voy¬ 
ages  of  the  moderns,  are  never  no¬ 
ticed  by  the  antients.  The  proxi- . 
mity  of  land,  the  frequency  of  deep¬ 
ing  on  fliore,  and  the  properties  of 
their  vefTels,  which  were  not  deck- 
ed,  feem  to  have  operated  to  the 
exclufion  of  a  difeafe,  which  two 
hundred  years  experience  is  only 
now  teaching  modern  navigators  to 
combat ;  and  this  experience  no¬ 
thing  but  the  perfevering  difcipline 
of  Cook  could  have  reduced  to 
practice. 

It  is  not  apparent  that  the  pafTage 
from  the  Indus  to,  the  Gulph  of 
Perlia  had  ever  been  performed  by 
the  natives  ;  for  however  great  the 
commerce  on  that  river  was,  and 
however  extended,  its  progrefs  na¬ 
turally  bent  towards  the  coafi:  of  Ma¬ 
labar  and  the  peninfula.  The  na¬ 
tives  there  were  all  Indians ;  while 
on  the  well,  the  name  terminated  at 
the  Arabis,  and  all  Indian  manners 
with  the  boundary  of  the  Oritae  at 
Malana.  This  appears  to  me  a  proof 
that  no  commerce  from  the  Indus 
was  carried  farther  by  the  Indians ; 
trie  other  natives,  whether  Grilse  or 
Iffhyophagi,  had  no  embarkations 
even  for  billing ;  and  the  Perlians 
were  never  navigators.  If  any  vef- 
fels,  therefore,  vilited  thefe  coalts 
even  in  that  early  age,  they  were 
probably  Arabian  ;  but  of  this 
there  can  be  no  fatisfarifory  evi¬ 
dence.  That  fomething  patTed  up¬ 
on  the  fea,  and  in  all  appearance 
from  port  to  port,  there  feems  to 
be  ground  for  fuppoling  ;  for  Hy- 
drakes  could  not  have  been  worthy 
of  employment  without  fome  fort 
of  experience ;  and  there  is  a  iha- 
dow  of  evidence  that  the  pirates  to 
eahward  of  the  Indus,  who  have 
been  pirates  in  all  ages,  accidentally 

viiited 
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^lilted  the  coaft,  either  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  intercepting  the  traffic,  or 
of  plundering  the  property  of  the 
inhabitants;  and  yet  what  tempta¬ 
tion  could  they  prefent,unlefs  flaves 
were  a  commodity  ?  If  fo,  their 
perfons  might  be  Seized,  provided 
there  were  any  record  of  a  market 
to  point  out  where  they  were  dif- 
poied  of;  but  the  whole  teftimony 
which  can  be  collected,  amounts  in 
no  degree  to  a  proof  of  a  navigation 
like  that  of  Nearchus  from  India  to 
Periia;  and  as  this  is  the  principal 
link  in  the  future  chain  of  commu¬ 
nication  with  Europe,  the  merit  of 
examining  it  feems  wholly  due  to 
him  as  the  original  undertaker,  f 
am  not  ignorant  of  a  much  longer 
voyage  in  this  very  direction  imput¬ 
ed  to  Scylax  by  Herodotus,  from 
Pactva  (the  Pekeli  of  Rennell)  in¬ 
to  the  Gulph  of  Arabia  :  but  whe¬ 
ther  this  voyage  was  performed  by 
the  Pertians,  or  that  other  round  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  by  the  Phoe¬ 
nicians  from  Egypt,  as  recorded  by 
him,  is  a  point  highly  problematical 
in  the  opinion  of  every  one  who 
confiders  the  ftrudture  of  ancient 
veifels,  and  their  whole  method  of 
navigation.  I  believe  the  record  of 
both,  as  preferved  by  Herodotus,  to 
be  evidence  that  the  Pertians  or 
Egyptians  knew,  from  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  interior  of  the  refpec- 
ti  ve  countries,  that  they  were  bound¬ 
ed  by  the  ocean,  and  afforded  the 
means  of  navigation ;  but  that  the 
voyages  were  actually  performed 
requires  more  evidence,  more  par¬ 
ticulars,  and  a  clearer  detail  of  fadts, 
to  enable  us  to  form  a  judgment. 
The  bare  aftertion  that  the  thing 
had  been  done,  might  lead  Alexan¬ 
der  to  think  it  practicable ;  but  the 
Pertian  voyage  produced  no  confe- 
quences  whatever;  and  the  Egyptian 
Vox..  XXXIX- 


navigation  led  to  nothing,  unlefs  we 
fuppofe  the  Portuguefe  difcoverers 
influenced  by  the  affertion,  that  a 
paflage  round  the  Cape  was  practi¬ 
cable. 

Scylax  ought  to  be  a  Greek  by 
the  place  of  his  nativity,  Caryanda, 
or  at  leaf!  an  inhabitant  of  Alia  Mi¬ 
nor  ;  but  we  have  no  remains  of  his 
journal,  and  no  other  evidence  of 
his  voyage  but  the  report  of  Hero¬ 
dotus,  which  is  very  deficient  in 
circumftances  to  confirm  its  own 
authority  ;  and  collateral  evidence 
there  is  none.  In  regard  to  the 
circumnavigation  of  Africa,  there 
is  one  particular  much  infilled  on 
by  Larcher,  Gefner,  and  other  com¬ 
mentators;  which  is,  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  fun  to  the  north :  a 
phenomenon  dependent  on  every 
navigation  within  the  tropics.  The 
referve  of  Herodotus,  in  faying 
that  others  may  fuppofe  this  pro¬ 
bable,  though  he  doubts  it  himfelf, 
is  a  caution  worthy  of  fiich  an  hif- 
torian,  and  more  perfuafive  than 
the  boldeft  affertion.  I  muff,  how¬ 
ever,  notice  a  peculiarity  in  this  paf- 
fage,  which  feems  to  have  efcaped 
the  ferutiny  of  his  commentators ; 
for  he  informs  us  in  another  place,, 
that  he  went  up  the  Nile  himfelf  as 
far  as  Elephantine,  in  order  to  af~ 
certain  fome  circumftances  relative 
to  the  head  of  that  river,  about 
’which  he  thought  himfelf  impofed 
upon  by  a  fecretary  of  the  priefts  at 
Sais.  Now,  is  it  not  extraordinary 
that  if  he  reached  Elephantine  he 
fhould  not  have  vifited  Syene,  the 
very  place  at  which  he  represents 
his  doubts  to  exift  ?  *—  Is  it  not 
ft  range,  that  though  he  lived  prior 
to  the  conftrudtion  of  the  well  at 
Syene,  he  fhould  mention  nothing 
of  the  fituation  of  Syene  itfelf  un¬ 
der  the  tropic  ?  Had  he  been  there 
E  e  in 
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in  fummer,  he  mull  himfelf  have  feeu 
the  phenomenon  he  profeffes  to 
doubt,  or  at  leaft  the  fun  vertical ; 
and  if  his  vitit  was  at  any  other  fea- 
fon,  is  it  not  remarkable  that  he 
fhould  not  have  heard  of  this  cir- 
cumftance  ?  Elephantine  is  an 
ifland,  or  a  city  on  an  ifland,  in  the 
Nile,  oppohte  to  Syene  ;  and  yet 
Herodotus  does  not  quite  fay  he 
was  actually  at  Syene.  From  his 
mention  that  the  cataracts  are  four 
davs  fail  from  the  Elephantine  he 
vilited,  mav  we  not  fufpedt  that  it 
was  fome  iiland  lower  down  (for 
there  are  many)  or  that  the  itland 
called  Elephantine  by  Pocock  is  not 
the  Elephantine  of  Herodotus  ?  and 
that  the  hiftorian  was  not  nearer 
Syene  than  within  three  days  fail? 
for  it  is  in  reality  lefs  than  one  day’s 
fail  or  journey  by  land  from  Syene 
to  the  catarafts.  I  mention  thefe 
particulars,  in  order  to  (hew  the 
great  obfcurity  which  attends'  all 
the  difcoveries,  whether  real  or 
pretended,  in  ages  antecedent  to 
niftorv;  and  notwithftanding  all 

J  7  o 

that  Mr.  Gobelin  has  produced,  to 
prove  an  early  hate  of  navigation 
and  geography,  previous  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Greeks,  and 
founded  upon  better  principles  ; 
notwithftandmg  the  erudition  dif- 
played  by  Geiner  in  his  Treatife 
on  the  Navigation  of  the  Phoeni- 
Qians'  in  the  Atlantic,  there  is  no¬ 
thing  appears  iufficiently  fatisfadlo- 
ry  to  euablifn  ihe  authenticity  of 
any  one  prior  voyage,  of  equal  im¬ 
portance,  upon  a  footing  with  thus 
of  N earchus  ;  or  any  certainty  to 
be  obtained  where  the  evidence  is 
aiicircumftantial,  and  none  pofitive. 
From  a  journal  like  the.Periplus  of 
Hanno,  a  knowledge  of  the  coaft  of 
Africa  will  enable  us  to  form  a  judg¬ 
ment  of  ms  progrefs ;  but  a  hare 
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affiertion  of  the  performance  of  any 
voyage,  without  confequences  at- 
tendani  or  connected,  without  col¬ 
lateral  or  contemporary  teftimonv, 
is  too  (light  a  foundation  to  fupport 
any  fuperftrudture  of  importance. 
I  fhould  think  it  time  Well  employ¬ 
ed  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  Co¬ 
lumbus  againft  the  ufurpation  of 
Vefpucius  ;  but  I  would  not  bellow 
a  momeat  in  annulling  the  claim  of 
Madock  and  his  Cambro-Britains 
to  the  difcoverv  of  America.  The 

reader  mav  conceive  that  this  vin- 

✓ 

dication  of  Nearchus  partakes  more 
of  the  partiality  of  an  editor  than 
the  inveftigation  of  the  truth  :  but 
I  appeal  to  the  ancient  geographi¬ 
cal  fragments  Pill  extant ;  the  Pe- 
riplus  of  Hanno,  the  furvev  of  the 
Euxine  Sea  by  the  real  Arrian,  and 
that  of  the  Erythraean  Sea,  or  In¬ 
dian  Ocean,  by  the  liflitious  one  ; 
and  I  fay  that  all  thefe,  as  well  as 
the  journal  of  Nearchus,  though 
they  have  their  errors,  difficulties, 
or  even  abfurdities,  frill  contain  in¬ 
ternal  eviderrce  of  veracity,  and  are 
well  worthy  of  examination  ;  while 
the  expedition  of  the  Argonauts, 
of  Pytheas,  or  Seylax,  is  merely  a 
fpecuiation  of  amufement. 

There  is,  however,  another  way 
of  enquiry  into  the  difcoveries  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  earlieti  times ;  which 
is,  by  examining  the  commodities 
fuch  difcoveries  would  produce. 
Tin,  the  ftaple  of  Britain,  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  mod  ancient  authors 
neither  as  a  rare  nor  a  very  precious 
metal ;  this  muff  have  been  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  nations  on  the  Medi¬ 
terranean,  either  by  a  tranlport 
over  land  (fuch  as  is  mentioned  by 
Diodorus)  or  through  the  medium 
of  a  Phoenician  navigation  :  the 
exiftence  of  the  metal,  therefore, 
hi  Greoc*  and  Aha  is  a  proof  that 

the 
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fUe  voyage  was  performed,  in  fome 
fenfe  or  other.  The  influx  of  gold 
into  Judaea  is  equally  a  proof  of  a 
commerce  extended  into  the  Indian 
or  dEthiopic  Ocean,  beyond  the  li¬ 
mits  of  the  Gulph  of  Arabia.  The 
materials  ftill  found  in  Egypt,  that 
contributed  to  the  prefervation  of 
the  mummies,  are  feme  of  them 
fuppofed  to  be  oriental ;  and  if  fo, 
Egypt  mu  ft  have  had,  even  antece¬ 
dent  to  hiflory,  a  communication 
with  the  eaff,  either  direflly  by 
commerce  of  their  own,  or  indirect¬ 
ly  by  means  of  intermediate  nations, 
perhaps  Arabian.  In  all  thefe  cafes 
we  have  a  right  to  affiime  the  navi¬ 
gation  from  the  view  of  its  effefls ; 
but  the  voyage  of  Scylax  from  In¬ 
dia  to  Egypt,  or  that  of  the  Phoeni¬ 
cians  from  Egypt  round  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  Africa,  have  neither  pro¬ 
duce  nor  confequences;  and  though 
this  is  only  a  negative  proof  of  their 
nonentity,  it  is  as  throng  as  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  cafe  will  admit:  if  no 
fecond  navigator  had  doubled  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  difcoverv 
of  Gama  might  have  been  deemed 
problematical.  Were  it  poffible  to 
afcribe  thefe  two  vovaves  to  the  are 

J  o  o 

or  Herodotus,  his  teffimony  is  fuch, 
that  it  ought  to  preponderate  againfl 
every  argument  of  mere  fpeculation : 
but  he  probably  records  pnly  the  va¬ 
nity  of  two  nations,  one  the  mofh 
proud  of  its  empire,  and  the  other 
of  its  fcience  ;  both  capable  of  at¬ 
tributing  to  themfelves  an  affirm 
done,  if  it  were  poffible  to  be  done  ; 
and  of  this  the  poffibility  was  per¬ 
haps  known  from  infernal  informa¬ 
tion.  My  own  opinion  is  decided¬ 
ly  again!!  the  reality  of  both  thefe 
voyages ;  but  whatever  be  my  own 
judgment,  it  fliall  be  fubjefl  to  the 
decffion  of  thofe  who  profelledly 
confider  the  queftion  in  its  full  ex¬ 


tent;  it  is  here  only  incidental:  but 
I  mull  dill  repeat,  that  it  is  the  a f- 
fertion  of  faffs  without  circum- 
fiances,  while  the  voyage  of  Near- 
chus  is  detailed  in  all  iis  parts,  and 
is  the  earlied  authentic  journal  ex¬ 
tant.  If,  then,  I  am  right,  this  is 
the  fir!!  voyage  of  general  import¬ 
ance  to  mankind  ;  If  I  am  miflak- 
en,  it  is  dill  the  fird  of  which  any 
certain  record  is  prelerved. 

Difquifitions  on  the  Phraje 

THE  ENLIGHTENED  PUBLIC. 

F  'om  cl* Jj racli's  Mijcellanics. 

E  who  thinks,  will  perceive  in 
every  enlightened  nation 
three  kinds  of  people :  an  inconfide- 
rable  number  indruffed  bv  reafon, 
and  glowing  with  humanity  ;  a 
countlefs  multitude,  barbarous  and 
ignorant,  intolerant  and  inhofpita- 
ble  ;  and  a  vacillating  people  with 
fome  reafon  and  humanity,  but 
with  great  prejudices,  at 'once  the 
half  echoes  of  philofophy,  and  the 
adherents  of  popular  opinion.  Can 
the  public  be  denominated  enligh¬ 
tened  ?  Take  an  extendve  view 
among  the  various  orders  of  iociety, 
and  obferve  how  folly  dill  wantons 
in  the  vigour  of  youth,  and  preju¬ 
dice  dill  dalks  in  the  dubbornnefs 
of  aye ! 

To  trace  the  human  mind  as  it 
exids  in  people,  would  be  the  only 
method  to  deleft  this  fallacious  ex- 
preffion.  The  unenlightened  num¬ 
bers,  who  are  totally  uninfluenced 
by  the  few,  live  in  a  foul  world  of 
their  own  creation.  The  m;ral 
arithmetician,  as  he  looks  for  the 
fum  total  of  the  unenlightened  pub¬ 
lic,  mud  referable  the  algebraid, 
who  riots  in  incalculable  quantities, 
and  who  fmiles  at  the  finxpie  lavage, 
whofe  arithmetic  extends  not  fur¬ 
ther  than  the  number  three. 

E  e  2  Ift 
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In  a  metropolis  we  contemplate 
■the  human  mind  in  all  its  inhesions. 
If  we  were  to  judge  of  men  by  the 
condition  of  their  minds  (which 
perhaps  is  the  molt  impartial  man¬ 
ner  of  judging)  we  fhould  not  con- 

fult  the  year  of  their  birth  to  date 
•/ 

their  ages ;  and  an  intellectual  re- 
giller  might  be  drawn  up,  on  a  to¬ 
tally  different  plan  from  our  paro¬ 
chial  ones.  A  perfon  may,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  vulgar  era,  be  in  the  ma¬ 
turity  of  life,  when,  by  our  philo- 
fophical  epocha,  he  is  born  in  the 
tenth  century.  That  degree  of 
mind  which  regulated  the  bigotry 
of  a  monk  in  the  middle  ages,  may 
be  difcovered  in  a  modern  redor. 
An  adventurous  fpirit  in  a  red  coat, 
who  is  almoft  as  defirous  (to  ufe  the 
wit  of  South)  to  receive  a  kifs  from 
the  mouth  of  a  cannon  as  from  that 
of  his  mifrrefs,  belongs  to  the  age 
of  chivalry ;  and  if  he  fhould  com- 
pofe  verfes,  and  be  magnificently 
prodigal,  he  is  a  gay  and  noble  Trou¬ 
badour.  A  farcaflic  philofopher, 
who  infcruds  his  fellow -citizens, 
and  retires  from  their  fociety,  is  a 
contemporary  with  Diogenes  ;  and 
he  who,  reforming  the  world,  graces 
inflructioh  with  amenity,  may  be 
placed  in  the  days  of  Plato.  Our 
vulgar  politicians  mull  be  arranged 
among  the  Roundheads  and  Olivers; 
and  Tom  Paine  himfelf  is  fo  very 
ancient  as  to  be  a  contemporary  of 
Shimei.  The  refult  of  our  calcu¬ 
lations  would  be,  that  the  enlight¬ 
ened  public  form  an  inconfiderable 
number. 

It  mull:,  however,  be  confefied, 
that  what  knowledge  has  been  accu- 
undated  by  modern  philofophv, 
cannot  eafdy  perifh  ;  the  art  of 
printing  has  imparted  liability  to 
our  intellectual  ftruCfures,  in  what 
depends  on  the  mechanical  prefer- 


vation.  Human  fcience  can 
more  be  annihilated  by  an  Omar. 
A  lingular  fpeftacle  has,  therefore, 
been  exhibited  ;  and  it  is  fometimes 
urged  by  thofe  who  contemplate, 
with  pleafing  altonilhment,  the  ac¬ 
tual  progrefsof  the  human  mind,  as 
a  proof  of  the  immutability  of  truth, 
that,  in  the  prefent  day,  every  en¬ 
lightened  individual,  whether  he  re- 
fides  at  Paris,  at  Madrid,  or  at  Lon¬ 
don,  now  thinks  alike ;  no  varia¬ 
tion  of  climate,  no  remotenefs  of 
place,  not  even  national  prejudices-, 
more  variable  and  more  remote  than 
either,  deftroy  that  unanimity  of 
opinion  which  they  feel  on  certain 
topics  effential  to  human  welfare. 

This  appears  to  be  a  fpecious  ar¬ 
gument  in  favour  of  the  enlightened 
public.  But  we  lliould  recalled, 
that  this  unanimity  of  opinion, 
which  fo  frequently  excites  fur-, 
prife,  is  owing  to  their  deriving 
their  ideas  from  the  fame  fources  s 
at  Paris,  at  Madrid,  and  at  London, 
the  fame  authors  are  read,  and, 
therefore,  the  fame  opinions  are 
formed. 

Thus  we  account  for  this  unani¬ 
mity  of  opinion  ;  and  we  may  now 
reafonably  enquire  whether  un¬ 
animity  of  opinion  always  indi¬ 
cates  permanent  truth  ?  It  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  very  extravagant  opinions 
were  once  univerfally  received : 
it  becomes  not  an  individual  to  af¬ 
firm  that  fome  of  our  modern  opi¬ 
nions  are  marvelloully  extravagant^ 
we  mull  leave  them  for  the  deciiion 
of  posterity.  We  may,  however, 
fay  to  the  greatell  genius,  Look 
at  what  your  equals  have  doner, 
and  obferve  how  frequently  they 
have  erred.  Refled,  that  when¬ 
ever  an  Ariftotle,  a  Defcartes,  and 
a  Newton  appeared,  they  formed  a 
new  epocha  in  ihe  annals  of  human 
1  knowledge^ 
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knowledge ;  it  is  not  unreafonable 
to  add  one,  among  your  thoufand 
conjectures,  and  fay,  that  their  fu¬ 
ture  rivals  may  trace  new  connec¬ 
tions,  and  colled  new  fads,  which 
may  tend  to  annihilate  the  fyflems 
of  their  predeceftors.  Is  not  opi¬ 
nion  often  local,  and  ever  difguifed 
by  cuftora  ?  Is  not  what  we  call 
truth  often  error  ?  And  are  not 
the  paflions  and  ideas  of  men  of  fo 
very  temporary  a  nature,  that  they 
jfcarce  endure  with  their  century  ? 
This  enlightened  public  may  dif- 
cover  that  their  notions  become  ob- 
folete,  and  that  with  new  fyftems 
of  knowledge,  and  new  modes  of 
exigence,  their  books  may  be  clof- 
ed  for  their  fucceffors,  and  only 
confulted  by  the  curious  of  a  future 
generation  as  we  now  examine 
Ariftotle  and  Defcartes,  Ariftopha- 
nes  and  Chaucer.  Our  learning 
may  no  more  be  their  learning  than 
our  fafhions  will  be  their  fafhions. 
Every  thing  in  this  world  is  fafhion. 

It  may  alfo  be  conjectured,  that, 
amidft  the  multitude  of  future  dis¬ 
coveries,  the  original  authors  of  our 
own  age,  the  Newtons  and  the 
Lockes,  may  have  their  concep¬ 
tions  become  fo  long  familiarized, 
as  to  be  incorporated  with  the  no¬ 
vel  difcoveries  as  truths  fo  incon- 
ieftible,  that  very  few  fliall  even  be 
acquainted  with  their  firft  difcover- 
ers.  It  would  therefore  appear, 
that  the  juftnefs,  as  well  as  the  ex¬ 
travagance  of  our  authors,  are  alike 
inimical  to  their  future  celebrity. 


Jfedication  of  the  Tragedy  of  Junius  Bru¬ 
tus  to  General  IVafhington . 

From  Count  fUfierds  Tragedies. 

THE  name  of  him  alone  who 
gave  liberty  to  America  can 
fandion  the  tragec  of  the  de¬ 


liverer  of  Rome.  To  you,  there¬ 
fore,  a  citizen  of  Angular  fortune 
and  defert,  I  dedicate  Junius  Bru¬ 
tus,  without  reciting  the  praifes 
due  to  you ;  for  they  are  all  incld-~ 
ed  in  your  name.  So  brief  a  men 
tion  of  you  ought  not  to  be  deemed 
indired  adulation. — -I  am  personal¬ 
ly  unacquainted  with  you  ;  and  di¬ 
vided,  as  we  are,  by  the  immenfe 
ocean,  we  have  but  one  motive  im¬ 
mediately  in  common, — the  love  of 
our  country.  Truly  happy  are  you 
who  have  eftablifhed  a  fame  fuch.  as 
yours,  on  a  bafis  firm  and  eternal, 
■ — the  love  of  your  country  proved 
by  your  adions!-— For  myfelf,  I 
have  abandoned  my  native  foil, 
purely  for  the  lake  of  writing  with 
ardour  on  the  fubjed  of  liberty. 
By  fuch  a  facrifice,  I  flatter  myfelf, 
I  have  demonftrated  what  my  pa- 
triotifm  would  have  proved,  had  I 
been  deftined  to  a  country  worthy 
of  my  fentiments.  On  this  confi- 
deration  alone  I  afpire  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  uniting  to  the  name  of 
Wafhington  that  of  Vittorio  Alfieri, 
Tar  is ,  December  31/1,  17  8S. 


Dedication  of  Agis  to  Charles  the  Firjf , 
King  of  England . 

From  the  fame. 

THINK  that,  without meannef* 
or  arrogance,  I  may  dedicate  my 
tragedy  of  Agis  to  an  unfortunate 
and  a  deceafed  king. 

This  King  of  Sparta  was,  like 
yourfelf,  condemned  to  die  by  ini¬ 
quitous  judges  and  an  unjuft  pariia- 
,ment ;  but  however  fimilar  the  ef- 
fed,  the  caufe  was  widely  different. 
Agis,  in  the  eftablifhment  of  equali¬ 
ty  and  liberty,  wiflied  to  reftore  to 
Sparta  her  oven  virtues,  and  her  an¬ 
cient  fplendo  r;  his  deathwas  there¬ 
fore  glorious,  and  his  fame  is  eter- 
£  e  3  naL 
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nah  To  you,  by  endeavouring  to 

break  ali  bounds  of  your  authority, 

•<  * 

and  to  advance  your  private  emo¬ 
lument,  nothing  remains  but  the 
ufeiefs  pity  which  accompanied  you 
to  the  grave. 

Both  Aois  and  veurfeif  have 
offered,  and  will  continue  to  offer, 
a  memorable  example,  and  a  terrible 
one,  to  pofterity  ;  with  this  grand 
difference,  That  ma'ny  kings  like 
Charles  there  have  been,  and  will 
be ;  but  fuch  as  Agis,— not  one. 


Modern  Platonifm. 

"'tODEFROI  Izarn  Marquis  de 

_ Valadi,  a  young  Frenchman 

of  an  enthufiaffic  turn  of  mind, 
having  adopted  a  Pythagorean  mode 
of  life,  reiolved  in  the  year  1788 
to  vifit  England,  to  be  more  at.  li¬ 
berty  to  profecute  his  Platonic  re¬ 
veries,  one  of  his  firft  cares,  on  ar¬ 
riving  in  the  capital,  was  to  viut  a 
gentleman  of  eminence  in  the  liter¬ 
ary  world,  and  to  propofe  to  him 
the  Ration  of  Chief  of  the  Pythago¬ 
rean  feel.  Followers,  he  affined 
him,  he  could  not  fail  to  find  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe.  Upon 
his  refufal,  Valadi  intimated  fome 
intention  of  affiiming  the  honour¬ 
able  poll  himfelr.  But,  in  that 
cafe,”  faid  the  Englifhman,  “  would 
it  not  be  proper  that  you  fhould 
undcriland  Greek?” — ‘  True,  ’ an - 
fwered  Valadi;  4  I  had  forgot  that : 
I  will  go  and  fludy  it  at  Glafgow.’ 

Fie  fet  off7  for  that  place  on  foot ; 
Raid  there  fix  months;  and  then 
returned  to  London,  where  he 
chanced  to  hear  that  Mr.  Thomas 
Taylor,  of  Walworth,  was  generally 
eonfidered  as  the  principal.  Pytha¬ 
gorean  in  England.  \  aladi  imme¬ 
diately  purchased  his  works  ;  and, 


after  having  perufed  them,  dif- 
patched  the  following  fcroll,  which 
is  highly  charadlerfflic  of  his  eccen¬ 
tricity  and  temper  of  mind  : — 

To  Thomas  Taylor ,  better  named  Lyjisy 
G.  Izarn  Valadi ,  of  late  a  French 
Marquis ,  and  Tanijjaire , 

Sendeth  Joy  and  Honour, 

12  Xbre.  1788,  vulg.  cera, 

44  O  Thomas  Taylor  !  mayeft 
thou  welcome  a  brother  Pythago¬ 
rean,  led  by  a  Saviour  God  to  thy 
divine  fchool !  I  have  loved  wifdom 
ever  fnce  a  child,  and  have  found 
the  greatefi  impediments,  and  been 
forced  to  great  ftruggles,  before 

I  could  clear  mv  wav  to  the  fource 

*  ^ 

of  it;  for  I  was  born  in  a  more 
barbarous  country  than  ever  was 
Illyria  of  old.  My  family  never 
favoured  my  inclination  to  fludy ; 
and  I  have  been  involved  in  fo 
many  cares  and  troubles,  that  it 
cannot  he  without  the  intervention 
of  fome  friendly  Deity  that  I  have 
efcaped  the  vile  ruil  of  barbarifm, 
and  its  attendant  meannefs  of  foul. 
My  good  fortune  was,  that  I  met, 
eighteen  months  ago,  an  Englifh 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Pigott, 
who  is  a  Pythagorean  philofopher, 
and  who  eafily  converted  me  to  the 
diet  and  manners  agreeable  to  that 
moil  rich  and  beneficent  deity, 
Mother  Earth;  to  that  heaven-in- 
fpired  change  I  owe  perfect  health 
and  tranquillity  of  mind,  both  of 
which  I  had  long  been  deprived  of. 
Alfo  my  own  oath  has  acceded  to 
the  eternal  oath  (which  mentions 
the  golden  commentator  on  G.  V.) 
and  I  would  more  cheerfully  depart 
from  my  prefent  habitation  on  this 
Themis -forfaken  earth,  than  defile 
myfelf  evermore  with  animal  food, 

Rolen 
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ftolen  either  on  earth,  in  air,  or 
water. 

44  I  met  with  thy  works  but  two 
days  path  O  divine  man  !  a  pro¬ 
digy  in  this  iron  age  !  who  would 
ever  thought  thou  could  ft  exift 
among  us  in  our  fhape  !  I  would 
have  gone  to  China  for  a  man  en¬ 
dowed  with  the  tenth  part  of  thy 
light !  Oh,  grant  me  to  fee  thee, 
to  be  luftrated  and  initiated  by  thee ! 
What  joy,  if,  like  to  Proclus  Leonas, 
to  thee  I  could  be  a  domeftic  !  who 
feel  living  in  myfelf  the  foul  of 
Leonidas.  / 

44  My  determination  was  to  go 
and  live  in  North  America,  from 
love  of  liberty,  and  there  to  keep  a 
fchool  of  temperance  and  love,  in 
order  to  preferve  fo  many  men 
from  the  prevailing  difgraceful  vices 
of  brutal  intemperance  and  felfith 
cupidity.  —  There,  in  prog-refs  of 
time,  if  thofe  vices  natural  to  a 
commercial  country  are  found  to 
thwart  moft  of  the  bleftings  of  li¬ 
berty,  the  happy  feledt  ones,  taught 
better  difcipline,  may  form  a  fo- 
ciety  by  themfelves,  fuch  a  one  as 
the  gods  would  favour  and  vitit  lov- 
ingly ;  which  would  preferve  true 
knowledge,  and  be  a  fern  inary  and 
an  afylum  for  the  lovers  of  it. 

44  There  I  would  devoutly  eredfc 
altars  to  my  favourite  gods, — Diof- 
cari,  Hector,  Ariftomenes,  Meften, 
Pan,  Orpheus,  Epaminondas,  Py¬ 
thagoras,  Plato,  Timoleon,  Marcus 
Brutus,  and  his  Portia ;  and,  above 
all,  Phcebus,  the  god  of  my  hero 
Julian,  and  the  father  of  that  holy, 
gentle  commonwealth  of  the  Peru¬ 
vians,  to  which  nullus  ultor  has,  as 
yet,  been  fufcited  1 

44  Mufic  and  gymnaftic  are  fci- 
ences  neceftary  for  a  teacher  to 
poftefs — (what  deep  and  various 
fenle  thefe  two  words  contain  !)  and 


I  am  a  ftranger  to  both  1  O  Gods ! 
who  gave  me  the  thought  and  the 
fpirit,  give  me  the  means !  for  all 
things  arq  from  you. 

44  Thomas  Taylor,  be  thou  their 
inftrument  to  convoy  into  mv  mind 
knowledge,  truth,  and  prudence ! 
Do  thou  love  and  help  me.  I  will 
go  to  thee  to-morrow  morning. 

44  P.  S.  Mav  I  look  to  thee,  en~ 

j  7 

dowed  with  an  ancient  and  no  mo¬ 
dern  enthrdiafm  ! 

44  Gracchus  Crotoneios.” 

According  to  the  promife  con¬ 
tained  in  his  letter,  Valadi  waited 
upon  Mr.  Taylor  the  following  day ; 
threw  himfelf  in  due  form  at  his 
feet ;  tendered  to  him  a  fmall  furri 
in  bank-notes,  which  at  that  mo¬ 
ment  conftituted  all  his  fortune ; 
and  begged,  with  great  humility,  to 
be  admitted  as  a  difciple  into  his 
houfe.  His  prayer  was  granted  ; 
and  for  fome  time  he  enjoyed  the 
advantage  of  imbibing  phiiofophy 
from  the  fountain-head  :  but,  find¬ 
ing  himfelf  more  formed  for  an 
adfive  than  a  contemplative  life,  he 
determined  to  quit  phiiofophy,  in 
order  to  take  fome  fhare  in  the  po¬ 
litical  commotions  which  bepan  to 

O 

agitate  France  with  redoubled  force. 
When  he  took  leave  of  his  refpeff- 
able  mafter  of  phiiofophy,  he  had 
exchanged  his  quaker-like  apparel 
for  a  complete  fuit  of  military 
clothes.  44 1  came  over  Diogenes,” 
faid  he  :  44  I  am  going  back  Alex¬ 
ander.” 

It  was  now  the  fpring  of  1789  ; 
and  every  thing,  indeed,  announced 
a  revolution,  in  which  he  was  far 
more  inftrumental  than  is  generally 
fuppofed. 

After  palTing  through  the  various 
viciffitudes  of  the  revolution,  he 
was  guillotined  under  the  agency 
of  Robefpierre,  in  December  1 7 93. 

E  e  -I  Proceedings 
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P rcceedings  of  the.  Vhemic  or  Wejiphal  'ian 
Court .  From  Mr.  Cox  P's  Letter  to  the 
Countefs  of  Pembroke. 

\ 

THE  meeting,  in  order  to  be 
competent,  mu  ft  confift  of 
the  Free  Count  and  at  lead;  fourteen 
A  iTeffors  ;  the  door  being  clofed,  the 
Judge  can  neither  rite  until  the 
whole  procefs  is  concluded,  nor 
Surrender  his  place  to  another  per¬ 
son,  excepting  the  Emperor,  fhould 
lie  happen  to  be  prefent.  The  af- 
i'etTbr  who  accufes,  takes  an  oath 
that  the  delinquent  is  guilty  of  the 
crime ;  and  immediately  the  name 
of  the  accufed  is  written  down  in  a 
book,  called  the  Book  of  Blood. 
If  another  than  an  alheiTor  accufes, 
lie  is  brought  into  the  court  hold¬ 
ing  the  writ  of  accufation  folded 
up  in  his  hands,  with  a  green  crofs, 
and  a  pair  of  white  gloves.  The 
affefTor  was*  accuftomed  to  touch 
thofe  whom  they  called  to  judgment 
Hightly  with  a  rod,  or  to  whifper 
thefe  myfterious  words — 4  As  good 
bread  is  eaten  elfewhere  as  this.’ 
Should  four  aflefTors  furprife  a  per- 
fon  in  the  commiflion  of  flagrant 
crimes,  they  are  empowered  to  try 
and  hang  him  up  on  the  fpot. 

Six  weeks  and  three  days  are 
allowed  for  the  appearance  of  the 
culprit ;  and  the  writ  of  accufation 
is  given  to  two  afleflors,  who  de¬ 
clare,  with  an  oath,  that  they  will 
make  the  citation  at  the  hated  time, 
and  inform  the  court  when  they 
fliall  have  effected  it.  Should  the 
perfon  who  is  fummoned  conceal 
himfelf,  letters  are  written  to  thofe 
among  whom  he  is  hid,  signifying 
that  he  ought  to  furrender  himfelf 

o  i  •  r 

"at  a  given  time  and  place ;  and  it 
he  has  taken  an  afylum  in  a  forti¬ 
fied  caftle,  the  citator  goes  either 
by  night  or  by  day,  on  foot  or  on 


horfeback,  cuts  out  three  flips  from 
a  wooden  rail,  and  places  in  the 
incifion  a  coin  and  the  writ  of  cita¬ 
tion.  He  keeps  the  three  flips  as 
a  memorial  that  he  has  executed 
his  commiflion,  and  calls  out  to  the 
porter,  to  inform  the  man  who  has 
taken  refuge  within,  that  he  is 
fummoned,  and  will  find  the  writ 
inclofed  in  the  rail.  If  the  accufed 
can  nowhere  be  found,  the  aflef- 
fors  proclaim  him  guilty  towards  the 
four  corners  of  the  world.  If,  after 
three  fummonfes,  the  accufed  does 
not  appear,  the  judge  declares  that 
he  will  proceed  againfl  him  as  con¬ 
tumacious,  and  pronounce  fentence 
on  a  flated  day :  having  firft  pro¬ 
claimed  his  name  four  times,  he 
commands  him  to  attend,  and  an- 
fwer  to  the  charge.  If  after  thefe 
fummonfes  the  accufed  does  not 
make  his  appearance,  then  the  judge 
proclaims,  4  In  confequence  of  the 
fupreme  law,  which  Charlemagne 
fanbtioned,  and  Pope  Leo  confirm¬ 
ed,  and  which  Princes,  Counts, 
Nobles,  Freemen,  in  the  Saxon 
land,  have  fworn  to  obferve,  I  call; 
this  man  from  the  higheft  to  the 
lowed;  degree  ;  I  deprive  him  of  all 
privileges,  liberties,  immunities,  and 
rights  ;  I  fubjebt  him  to  the  Royal 
Ban,  to  hatred,  to  execrations,  to 
hoflility,  and  to  the  greateft  pofhble 
punifhment  which  can  be  conceived 
by  man.  I  render  him  incapable 
of  all  law  and  pardon  ;  Achloes,  Re- 
chloes,  Segeloes,  Wedeloes.  Lafl> 
Iv,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  tri- 
bunal,  I  condemn  him  to  death  ; 
I  adjudge  his  neck  to  the  halter,  his 
body  to  birds  of  prey,  to  be  con- 
fumed  in  the  air ;  his  foul  I  com¬ 
mend  to  God  ;  his  fiefs  and  eflates, 
if  he  has  any,  I  pronounce  to  have 
lapfed  to  the  Sovereign  :  I  declare 
his  wife  a  widow,  and  his  children 

orphans  J 
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orphans.’  After  thefe  words,  he 
throws  a  halter,  or  a  branch  of  wil¬ 
low  twilled,  beyond  the  place  of 
judgment :  the  affelfors  fpit,  and 
confirm  the  fentence.  This  fen- 
ten  ce  is  then  forwarded  to  all  the 
other  courts,  with  orders  to  hang 
up  the  delinquent  wherefoever  he 
is  found,  on  the  next  tree. 

If  the  accused  appears  at  the 
tribunal,  his  accufation  is  read,  and 
the  accufer  confirms  the  truth  by  a 
folemn  oath.  The  opinions  of  the 
afiefiors  are  then  taken,  by  means 
of  a  firing  touched  by  thofe  who 
pafs  fentence  of  death.  Should  the 
accufed  think  the  fentence  unjuft, 
he  is  permitted  to  declare  it,  and  to 
remain  till  he  is  convidled  by  wit- 
nefies.  There  is  no  appeal  but  to 
the  Emperor.  The  judge  who  paf- 
fes  fentence,  as  well  as  the  afteffors, 
mull  be  falling,  and  bare-headed ; 
without  a  robe,  gloves,  or  any  fpe- 
cies  of  arms.  The  condemned  per- 
fon  is  then  configned  to  one  of  the 
younger  afiefiors,  who,  if  he  finds 
himfelf  unequal  to  the  talk,  can 
require  the  aid  of  another,  and  with 
his  affiilance,  hangs  up  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  delinquent. 


Soup,  for  the  Poor .  By  Sir  F.  Eden ,  Bart. 

HE  principal  advantage  which 
the  labourers  in  the  north  of 
England  pofiefs  over  |;heir  country¬ 
men  in  the  fouth,  confifls  in  the  great 
variety  of  cheap  and.  favoury  foups, 
which  the  life  of  barley  and  barley- 
bread  affords  them  an  opportunity 
of  making.  The  cheapness  of  fuel  is, 
perhaps,  another  reafon  why  the  cu¬ 
linary  preparations  of  the  northern 
peafant  are  fo  much  diverfified,  and 
his  table  fo  often  fupplied  with  hot 
di  thes.  The  following  is  one  of  the 
iifipl  foups  made  by  labourers  fa¬ 


milies,  in  the  counties  of  Northum¬ 
berland  and  Cumberland.  It  con- 
fills  of  meat,  oat-meal,  barley  (with 
the  hulks  taken  off)  and  pot-herbs ; 
fuch  as  onions,  chives,  parfley, 
thyme,  &c.  in  the  followdng  pro¬ 
portions  : — 

A  pound  of  good  beef,  or  mutton, 
fix  quarts  of  water,  and  three  ounces 
of  barley,  are  boiled  till  the  liquor 
is  reduced  to  about  three  quarts ; 
one  ounce  of  oat-meal,  which  has 
been  previoufly  mixed  up  with  a 
little  cold  water,  and  a  handful,  or 
more,  of  herbs,  are  added,  after  the 
broth  has  boiled  forne  time.  Some 
put  in  a  greater,  and  others  a  lefs, 
quantity  of  water :  the  above,  how¬ 
ever,  is  the  moft  ufual  proportion  ; 
a  pint,  or  a  pint  and  a  half  of  the 
broth,  with  eight  ounces  of  barley- 
bread,  makes  a  very  good  fupper., 
The  day  the  broth  is  made,  the  din¬ 
ner  ufually  is  broth,  udth  part  of  the 
meat,  bread,  and  potatoes,  chopped 
and  boiled  ;  and  the  fupper  is  broth 
and  bread';  the  next  day,  the  din¬ 
ner  is  cold  meat  from  the  broth, 
warm  potatoes,  broth,  and  bread  ; 
and  the  fupper,  bread  and  broth 
warmed  up,  but  not  boiled  again. 
The  broth  will  continue  good  three 
days,  if  kept  cool ;  and  may  be 
heated  when  wanted.  Veal,  pork, 
bacon,  lean  beef,  or  mutton,  wilt 
not  make  fuch  good  broth  with 
this  proportion  of  water  :  it  will,, 
hovmver,  Hill  be  very  palatable  ; 
and  not  a  drop  of  the  liquor  is  loft 
or  wafted,  whatever  meat  is  boiled 
in  it.  To  roaft  meat,  is  confidered, 
bv  the  country  people  in  the  north, 
as  the  moft  prodigal  method  of  cook¬ 
ing  it ;  becaufe  that  culinary  pro- 
cefs  does  not  atford  them  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  converting  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  water  into  a  nutritious 
and  \yhol,dome  foup. 
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ODE  FOR  THE  NEW  YEAR,  1797. 

BY  HENRY  JAMES  PYE,  ESQ..  POET-LAUREAT. 


T. 


O’ER  the  vex’d  bofom  of  the  deep. 

When  rufhing  wild,  with  frantic  hafte. 

The  winds  with  angry  pinions  fweep 
The  furface  ofthewat’ry  wafte, 

Though  the  firm  veflel  proudly  brave 
The  inroad  of  the  giant  wave, 

Though  the  bold  Teaman’s  firmer  foul 
Views  unappall’d  the  billowy  mountains  roll, 

Yet  Fill  along  the  murky  fky 
Anxious  he  throws  t.h’  enquiring  eye, 

If  haply  through  the  gloom  that  round  him  low’rs 
Shoots  one  refulgent  ray,  prelude  of  happier  hours. 


II. 

So  Albion,  round  her  rooky  cos  ft, 

While  loud  the  rage  of  battle  roars, 

Derides  Invafion’s  haughty  boaft; 

Safe  in  her  wave -encircled  fhores, 

Still  fafer  in  her  dauntlefs  band. 

Lords  of  her  feas,  or  guardians  of  her  land, 

Whofe  patriot  zeal,  whofe  bold  emprize, 

Rife  as  the  ftorms  of  danger  rife  ; 

Yet,  tempting  glory’s  ardent  dame 
With  gentle  mercy’s  milder  claim, 

She  bends  from  fcenes  of  blood  th’  averted  eye, 

And  courts  the  fmiles  of  peace  ’mid  fir  outs  oi  victory. 


III. 

She  courts  in  vain  i — The  ruthiefs  fo«, 

Deep  drench’d  in  blood,  yet  thirfling  Hill  for  more, 
Deaf  to  the  fhrjeks  of  agonizing  woe, 

Views  with  rapacious  eye  each  neighb’ring  fhore. 

'Mine  be  th’  eternal  fway,  aloud  he  cries ; 
Where’er  my  fword  prevails",  my  con qu ’ring  banner  fli 
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IV. 

G  emus  of  Albion,  hear  ; 

Grafp  the  ftrong  fhielci,  and  fliake  th’  avenging  fpear. 

Bv  wreaths  thy  hardy  fons  of  yore 
From  Gallia’s  creil  victorious  tore; 

By  Edward’s  lily -blazon’d  fnield  ; 

Bv  Agincburt’s  high-trophy’d  held ; 

By  rath  Iberia’s  naval  pride, 

Whelm’d  by  Eliza’s  barks  beneath  the  ftormy  tide  ; 

Call  forth  thy  warrior  race  again,  . 

Breathing  to  ancient  mood  the  ioul-infpiring  drain, — 

*  44  To  arms  !  your  entigns  ftraight  difplay  ! 

44  Now  fet  the  battle  in  array! 

44  The  oracle  for  war  declares, 

44  Succefs  depends  upon  our  hearts  and  fpears. 

44  Britons,  ftrike  home  !  revenge  your  country  s  wrongs  \ 
44  Eight,  and  record  yourfelves  in  Druid  fongs  1” 


ODE  FOR  HIS  MAJESTY’S  BIRTH-DAY,  1797. 

BY  HENRY  JAMES  JPYE,  ESQ.  POET-LAUREAT, 

Set  to  Mujic  by  Sir  JV.  Ycirfons ,  Mus .  D. 

AWHILE  the  frowning  Lord  of  arms  ^ 

Shall  yield  to  gentler  pow’rs  the  plain | 

Lo !  Britain  greets  the  milder  charms 
Of  Cytherea’s  reign. 

Mute  is  the  trumpet’s  brazen  throat, 

And  the  fweet  flute’s  melodious  note 

Floats  on  the  foft  ambrofial  gale  | 

The  fportive  Loves  and  Graces  round, 

Beating  with  jocund  flep  the  ground, 

Th’  aufpicious  nuptials  hail  1 
The  Mufes  ceafe  to  weave  the  wreath  of  war,^ 

But  hang  their  rofeate  flow’rs  on  Flymen’s  golden  car ! 

When  o’er  Creation’s  blotted  face 

Drear  Night  her  fable  banner  rears. 

And  veils  fair  Nature’s  vernal  grace, 

Encircled  round  by  doubts  and  fears* 

Through  darkforne  miffs  and  chilling  dews 
His  path  the  wand’rer’s  foot  purfues, 

Till,  filming  clear  in  orient  fkies, 

He  views  the  ftar  of  Venus  rife, 

And  joys  to  fee  the  genial  pow’r: 

Bright  harbinger  of  morning’s  hour ! 

*  Thcfe  fall  lines  were  inferted  at  the  defire  of  the  King* 

And 
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And  now  a  flood  of  radiance  dreams 
From  young  Aurora’s  blufhing  beams, 

Till  rob’d  in  gorgeous  date,  the  orb  of  day 
Spreads  o’er  the  laughing  earth  his  full  refulgent  ray  ! 

Bled  be  the  omen,  royal  pair  l 
O  may  the  hymeneal  rite, 

That  joins  the  valiant  and  the  fair, 

Shed  on  the  nations  round  its  placid  light ! 
Her  fertile  plain  though  Albion  fee 
From  lavage  devaluation  free; 

Though  with  triumphant  fail  die  reign 
Sole  Emprefs  of  the  fubje6t  main, 

She  longs  to  bid  the  thunders  deep 
Which  fliake  the  regions  of  the  deep, 

That  crowding  nations  far  and  wide, 

Borne  peaceful  o’er  the  ambient  tide, 

May  fhare  the  bleilings  that  endear  the  day 
Which  gave  a  patriot  king  a  patriot  race  to  fway  ! 

SONNET. —  BY  THE  LATE  EARL  OF  ORFORD. 

AS  the  Mole’s  blent  dream  crept  penfive  along, 

And  the  winds  murmur’d  folemn  the  willows  among, 
On  the  green  turf  complaining  a  fwain  lay  reclin’d, 

And  wept  to  the  river,  and  figh’d  to  the  wind. 

6  In  vain  (he  cry’d)  Nature  has  waken’d  the  fpring ; 

6  In  vain  blooms  the  violet,  the  nightingales  ting : 

4  To  a  heart  full  of  forrow  no  beauties  appear : 

6  Each  zephyr ’s  a  flgh,  and  each  dew-drop ’s  a  tear ! 

4  In  vain  my  Sophia  has  graces  to  move 
4  The  faired  to  envv,  the  wifed  to  love : — 

V  A  m 

4  Her  prefence  no  longer  gives  joy  to  my  eye, 

4  Since  without  her  to  live  is  more  pain  than  to  die  ! 

4  O  that  dumber  his  pinions  would  over  me  fpread, 

4  And  paint  but  her  image,  in  dreams,  in  her  dead  \ 

4  The  beautiful  vidon  would  foften  my  pain ; 

4  But  deep’s  a  relief  I  folicit  in  vain  ! 

THE  PILGRIM.— -from  poems  by  r.  southey 

WITH  way-worn  feet  a  pilgrim  woe-begone, 
Life’s  upward  road  1  journey’d  many  a  day, 
And  hymning  many  a  fad  yet  toothing  lay, 

Beguil’d  my  wand ’ring  with  the  charms  ot  fong. 


Lonely 
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Lonely  my  heart,  and  rugged  was  the  way, 

Yet  often  pluck’d  I,  as  I  pafs’d  along, 

The  wild  and  limple  flow’rs  of  poefy ; 

And,  as  befeem’d  the  wayward  fancy’s  child, 

Entwin’d  each  random  weed  that  pleas’d  mine  eye  ? 
Accept  the  wreath  belov’d  !  it  is  both  wild 

And  rudely  garlanded  ;  yet  fcorn  not  thou 
The  humble  off ’ring,  where  the  fad  rue  weaves 
’Mid  gayer  flow’rs  its  intermingled  leaves, 

For  I  have  twin’d  the  myrtle  for  thy  brow. 


ALONZO  THE  BRAVE,  AND  FAIR  IMOGINE.—^  Romance,. 

FROM  MR.  LEWIS’S  NOVEL  OF  THE  MONK, 

A  W ARRIOR  fo  bold  and  a  virgin  fo  bright, 

XjL  Convers’d  as  they  fat  on  the  green  ; 

They  gaz’d  on  each  other  with  tender  delight ! 

Alonzo  the  Brave  was  the  name  of  the  knight ; 

The  maid’s  was  the  fair  Imagine. 


M  And  oh  !”  faid  the  youth,  44  fince  to-morrow  I  go 

44  To  fight  in  a  far  diftant  land, 

44  Your  tears  for  my  abfence  foon  leaving  to  flow, 

44  Some  other  will  court  you,  and  you  will  bellow 

44  On  a  wealthier  fuitor  vour  hand  !” 

* 

9  Oh  hufh  thefe  fufpicions,’  fair  Imogine  faid, 

4  Offenfive  to  love  and  to  me  ! 

4  For  if  you  be  living,  or  if  you  be  dead, 

4  I  fwear  by  the  virgin  that  none  in  your  Head 
4  Shall  hufband  of  Imogine  be. 

4  If  e’er  I,  by  luff  or  by  wealth  led  afl.de, 

4  Forget  my  Alonzo  the  Brave, 

4  God  grant  that,  to  punifh  my  falfehood  and  pride, 
4  Your  ghoft  at  my  marriage  may  fit  bv  my  fide  i 
4  May  tax  me  with  perjury,  claim  me  as  bride, 

4  And  bear  me  away  to  the  grave  !’ 

To  Paleftine  haften’d  the  hero  fo  bold ; 

His  love  file  lamented  him  fore 
But  fcarce  had  a  twelvemonth  elaps’d  when,  behold, 
A  baron,  all  cover’d  with  jewels  and  gold, 

Arriv’d  at  fair  Imogine’s  door. 

His  treafure,  his  prefents,  his  Ipacious  domain 
Soon  made  her  untrue  to  her  vows : 

He  dazzled  her  eyes,  he  bewilder’d  her  brain ; 

He  caught  her  affections,  fo  light  and  fo  vain, 

And  carry’d  her  home  as  his  fpoufe  ! 


And 
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And  now  had  the  marriage  been  bleft  by  theprieft  ; 

The  revelry  now  was  begun  ; 

The  tables  they  groan’d  with  the  weight  of  the  feaft ; 

Nor  yet  had  the  laughter  and  merriment  ceas’d, 

When  the  bell  at  the  caftle  toll’d — o  n  e  1 

* 

Then  firft,  with  amazement,  fair  Imogine  found 
That  a  ftranger  was  plac’d  by  her  tide  ! — 

His  air  was  terrific  ;  he  utter’d  no  found  ; 

He  fpoke  not,  he  mov’d  not,  he  look’d  not  around, 

But  earneftlv  vaz’d  on  the  bride  1 

>  o 

His  vizor  #as  clos’d,  and  gigantic  his  height; 

His  armour  was  fable  to  view  : — 

A 1 1  pleafure  and  laughter  were  hufh’d  at  his  fight; 

The  dogs,  as  they  ey’d  him,  drew  back  in  affright; 

The  lipids  in  the  chamber  burn’d  blue  1 

O 

His  prefence  all  botoms  appear’d  to  difmay  ; 

The  guefts  fat  in  filence  and  fear ; 

At  length  fpoke  the  bride,  while  the  trembl’d,  <£  I  pray, 

Sir  Knight,  that  your  helmet  afide  you  would  lay, 

And  deign  to  partake  of  our  cheer !” 

The  lady  is  filent :  the  ftranger  complies ; 

His  vizor  he  fiowly  unclos’d. — 

Oh,  God,  what  a  fight  met  fair  Imogine’s  eyes  ! 

What  words  can  exprefs  her  difmay  and  furprife, 

When  a  fKeleton’s  head  was  expos’d  1 

All  prefent  then  utter’d  a  terrify’d  fir  out ; 

All  turn’d  with  difguft  from  the  fcene ; 

The  worms  they  crept  in,  and  the  worms  they  crept  out. 

And  fported  his  eyes  and  his  temples  about, 

While  the  fpe<ftre  addrefs’d  Imogine : — 

“  Behold  me,  thou  falfe  one  ;  behold  me  !”  lie  cry’d  ; 

“  Remember  Alonzo  the  Brave  ! 
u  God  grants,  that,  to  punifli  thy  falfehood  and  pride, 
u  My  ghoft  at  thy  marriage  fhould  fit  by  thy  fide ; 
u  Should  tax  thee  with  perjury,  claim  thee  as  bride, 

“  And  bear  thee  away  to  the  grave  !” 

Thus  faying,  his  arms  round  the  lady  he  wound, 

While  loudly  fhe  thriek’d  in  difmay; 

Then  funk  with  his  p;*ey  thro’  the  wide-yawning  ground  1 
Nor  never  again  was  fair  Imogine  found, 

Or  the  ipeftre  who  bore  her  away. 

Not 
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Not  long  liv’d  the  Baron;  and  none  tince  that  time 
T o  inhabit  the  caftle  prefume  ; 

For  chronicles  tell,  that,  by  order  fubiime, 

There  Imogine  fuffers  the  pain  of  her  crime. 

And  mourns  her  deplorable  doom. 

At  midnight  four  times  in  each  year  does  her  fpri'e,. 

When  mortals  in  Humber  are  bound, 

Array’d  in  her  bridal  apparel  of  white, 

Appear  in  the  hall  with  the  fkeleton-knight. 

And  Hiriek  as  he  whirls  her  around  ! 

While  they  drink  out  of  fkulls  newly  torn  from  the  grave. 
Dancing  round  them  the  fpedtres  are  feen : 

Their  liquor  is  blood  ;  and  this  horrible  Have 
They  howl, — u  To  the  health  of  Alonzo  the  Brave, 

And  his  confort,  the  falfe  Imogine !” 

A  BALLAD,  by  Robert  burns. — ■  Tune,  Humours  of  Glen. 

THEIR  groves  o’  fweet  myrtle  let  foreign  lands  reckon, 
Where  bright  beaming  fummers  exalt  the  perfume ; 

Far  dearer  to  me  yon  lone  glen  o’  green  breckan, 

With  the  burn  Realm?-  under  the  lano-  yellow  broom  i 
Far  dearer  to  me  yon  humble  broom-bowers, 

Where  the  blue  bell  and  gowan  lurk  lowly  unfeen ; 

For  there,  lightly  tripping  amang  the  wild  flowers, 

A  liR’ning  the  linnet,  aft  wanders  my  Jean. 

Tho’  rich  is  the  breeze,  in  their  gay  funny  valleys, 

And  cauld  Caledonia’s  blaft  on  the  wave ; 

Their  fvveet-fcented  wroodlands  that  tkirt  the  proud  palace, 
What  are  they  ? — the  haunt  o’  the  tyrant  and  Have  1 
The  Have’s  fpicy  forefts,  and  gold-bubbling  fountains, 

The  brave  Caledonian  views  wi’  difdain ; 

He  wanders  as  free  as  the  wind  on  his  mountains, 

Save  love’s  willing  fetters,— the  chains  of  his  Jean. 

MODERN  NOVELS.  (Infcribed  to  thp  Author  of  t&e  Monk) 
From  my  Night-Qoxon  and  Slippers*  by  G.  colemaV 

TOM,  Dick,  and  Will,  were  little  known  to  fame— 

No  Matter : 

But  to  the  alehoufe  oftentimes  they  came 
To  chatter. 

It  was  the  cuftom  of  thefe  three 
To  fit  up  late 

And,  o’er  the  embers  of  the  alehoufe 
When  Readier  cuRomers  retire, 

The  choice  triumviri,  d’ye  fee. 

Held  a  debate. 


Held 
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Held  a  debate ! — On  politics,  no  doubt. 

Not  fo  they  car’d  not  who  was  in, 

Not  of  a  pin, 

Nor  who  was  out. 

All  their  difcourfe  on  modern  poets  ran, 

For  in  the  mufes  was  their  foie  delighb. 

They  talk’d  of  fuch,  and  fuch,  and  fuch  a  man ; 

Of  thofe  who  could  and  thofe  who  could  not  write. 

It  coft  them  very  little  pains 

To  count  the  modern  poets  who  had  brains ; 

*Twas  a  fmall  difficulty  : — ’twasn’t  any, 

They  were  fo  few. 

But  to  call  up  the  fcores  of  men 
Who  wield  a  flump  they  call  a  pen, 

Lord  1  they  had  much  to  do  ! 

They  were  fo  many. 

Buoy’d  on  a  fea  of  fancy,  genius  rifes, 

And,  like  the  rare  Leviathan,  furprizes ; 

But  th q  fmall  fry  of  fcribblers ! — tiny  fouls  i— * 

They  wriggle  through  the  mud  in  fhoais. 

It  would  have  rais’d  a  fmile  to  fee  the  faces 
They  made,  and  the  ridiculous  grimaces, 

At  many  an  author  as  they  overhaul’d  him, 

They  gave  no  quarter  to  a  calf, 

Blown  up  with  puff  and  paragraph  ; 

But  if  they  found  him  j>ad,  they  maul’d  him. 

On  modern  dramatifts  they  fell 

Pounce  vi  Lf  armis — tooth  and  nail — pell  mell. 

They  call’d  them  carpenters  and  fmugglers ; 

Filching  their  incidents  from  ancient  hoards, 

And  knocking  them  together  like  deal  boards ;  and  jugglers- 


-Who  all  the  town’s  attention  fix 

By  making — Plays  ?  No,  fir,  by  making  tricks. 

The  verlifiers — Heav’n  defend  us  ! 

They  play’d  the  very  devil  with  their  rhimess 
They  hop’d  Apollo  a  new  fet  would  fend  us ; 

And  then  invidioufly  enough, 

Plac’d  modifli  verfe,  which  they  call’d  fluff, 
Againft  the  writings  of  the  elder  times. 

To  fay  the  truth,  a  modern  verfifier 
Clap’d  check  by  jowl 
With  Pope,  with  Dryden,  and  with  Prior, 

Would  look  damn’d  fcurvily,  upon  my  foul  1 
For  novels,  fhould  their  critic  hints  lucceed,  * 

The  MifTes  might  fare  better  when  they  took  ’e|H^ 
But  it  would  fare  extremely  ill  indeed 

With  gentle  Meffieurs  Bell  and  Hookham, 
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u  A  ftovel  now,”  fays  Will,  44  is  nothing  more 
44  Than  an  old  caftle — and  a  creaking  door — » 

44  A  diftant  hovel — 

44  Clanking  of  chains — a  gallery — a  light- — 

44  Old  armour — and  a  phantom  all  in  white — - 
44  And  there’s  a  novel.” 

44  Scourge  me  fuch  catch-penny  inditers 

44  Out  of  the  land,”  quoth  Will,  routing  in  paffiea, 

44  And  fye  upon  the  readers  of  fuch  writers, 

44  Who  bring  them  into  fafhion  1” 

Will  rofe  in  declamation,  44  ’Tis  the  bane,” 

Says  he,  44  of  youth,  ’tis  the  perdition  i 
44  It  fills  a  giddy  female  brain 
44  With  vice,  romance,  lull,  terror,  pain, 

44  With  fuperftition. 

44  Were  I  a  paftor  in  a  boarding-fchool, 

44  I’d  quafh  fuch  books  in  toto ;  if  I  cou’dn’t, 

4t  Let  me  but  catch  one  Mifs  that  broke  my  rule, 

44  I’d  flog  her  foundly,  damme  if  I  wou’dn’L” 

William,  ’tis  plain,  was  getting  in  a  rage  ; 

But  Thomas  drily  faid,  for  he  was  cool, 

44  I  think  no  gentleman  would  mend  the  age 
44  By  flogging  ladies  at  a  boarding-fchool.” 

Dick  knock’d  the  allies  from  his  pipe, 

And  faid,  friend  Will, 

44  You  give  the  novels  a  fair  wipe  ; 

44  But  Hill, 

44  While  yon,  my  friend,  with  paflion  run  ’em  down, 

44  They’re  in  the  hands  of  all  the  town. 

44  The  reafon’s  plain,”  proceeded  Dick, 

44  And  Amply  thus : — - 

44  Tafte  overglutted,  grows  deprav’d  and  lick, 

44  And  needs  a  Itimulus. 

44  Time  was,  when  honeft  Fielding  writ 
64  Tales  full  of  nature,  charadter,  and  wit, 

44  Were  reckon’d  mot!  delicious,  boil’d  and  roaft  | 

44  But  ftomachs  are  fo  cloy'd  with  novel-feeding, 

44  Folks  get  a  vitiated  tafte  in  reading, 

44  And  want  that  ftrong  provocative, — a  ghoft; 

44  Or,  to  come  nearer, 

44  And  put  the  cafe  a  little  clearer : — 

44  Minds,  juft  like  bodies,  fuffer  enervation 
44  By  too  much  ufe ; 

44  And  fink  into  a  ftate  of  relaxation 
44  With  long  abufe. 

44  Now  a  romance  with  reading-debauchees, 

44  Roufes  their  torpid  pow’rs  when  nature  fails  ; 

44  And  all  thefe  legendary  tales 

44  Are  to  a  worn-out  mind-— eantharides, 

Vo l,  XXXIX,  Ff  “But 
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u  But  how  to  cure  the  evil  ?  You  will  fay, 

44  My  recipe  is  laughing  it  away. 

1.4  Lay  bare  the  weak  farrago  of  thofe  men 

44  Who  fabricate  fuch  vifionary  fchemes, 

44  As  if  the  night-mare  rode  upon  their  pen, 

44  And  troubl’d  ail  their  ink  with  hideous  dreams* 

44  For  indance,  when  a  folemn  ghod  ffalks  in, 

44  And  through  a  my  hie  tale,  is  bufy, 

44  Strip  me  the  gentleman  into  his  fkin, 

44  What  is  he  ? 

4.4  Truly  ridiculous  enough  : 

44  Mere  trafh,— and  very  chiklifh  duff 

LODGINGS  FOR  SINGLE  GENTLEMEN  :  —  A  Tate. 

From  the  fame. 

WHO  has  e'er  been  in  London,  that  overgrown  place, 
Has  feen  Lodgings  to  Let  flare  him  full  in  the  face. 
Some  are.  good,  and  let  dearly  ;  while  feme,  ’tis  well  known,, 
Are  fo  dear  and  fo  bad,  they  are  bed  let  alone. 

Derry  down. 

Will  Waddle,  whofe  temper  was  ftudious  and  lonely. 

Hired  lodgings  that  took  tingle  gentlemen  only  ; 

But  Will  was  fo  fat.  he  appear’d  like  a  ton ; — 

Or  like  two  tingle  gentlemen  roll’d  into  one. 

He  enter’d  his  rooms ;  and  to  bed  he  retreated, 

But,  all  the  night  long,  he  felt  fever’d  and  heated ;. 

And,  though  heavy  to  weigh,  as  a  Score  of  fat  tlieep, 

He  was  not,  by  any  means,  heavy'  to  deep. 

Next  night  ’twas  the  fame -and  the  next ; — and  the  next ; 

He  perfpir’d  like  an  ox  ;  he  was  nervous  and  vex’d. 

Week  pafs’d  after  week;  till,  by  weekly  fucceflion, 

His  weakly  condition  was  pad  all  expredion. 

In  fix  months  his  acquaintance  began  much  to  doubt  him  ; 

For  his  fkin,  44  like  a  lady’s  loofe  gown,”  hung  about  him. 

He  fent  for  a  Dobtor.;  and  cry’d,  like  a  ninny, 

44  I  have  lod  many  pounds — -make  me  well — there’s  a  guinea.” 

The  Debtor  look’d  wife  i — 44  a  flow  fever,”  he  faid  : 

Prefcrib’d  fudoridcs,  and  going  to  bed. — 

44  Sudorifics  in  bed,”  exclaim’d  Will,  44  are  humbugs  ;** 

44  I’ve  enough  of  them  there,  without  paying  for  drugs.” 

Will  kick’d  out  the  Dodfor  : — but  when  ill  indeed, 

E’en  difmiding  the  Doctor  don’t  always  fucceed  ; 

So,  calling  his  hod,  he  faid,  44  Sir,  do  you  know, 

*4  I’m  the  fat  fiilgle  gentleman,  fix  months  ago 


44  Lcok’e 


POETRY. 


46* 

u  Look’e,  landlord,  I  think,”  argu’d  Will,  with  a  grin, 

44  That  with  honeft  intentions  you  firft  took  me  in 
44  But  from  the  firft  night  (and  to  fay  it  I’m  bold) 

44  I  have  been  fo  damn’d  hot,  that  I’m  fure  I  caught  cold.’9 

Quoth  the  landlord,  4  Till  now,  I  ne’er  had  a  difpute ; 

4  I’ve  let  lodgings  ten  years  I’m  a  baker  to  boot. 

4  In  airing  your  fleets,  Sir,  my  wife  is  no  floven  ; 

4  And  your  bed  is  immediately — over  my  oven.’ 

44  The  oven !  !  !”  fays  Will.  Says  the  ho  ft,  4  why  this  paffion  P 
4  In  that  excellent  bed  dy’d  three  people  of  fafhibn. 

4  Why  fo  crufty,  good  Sir?’  44  Zounds !”  cries  Will  in  a  takings 
4  Who  wou’d’nt  be  crufty  with  half  a  year’s  baking  !” 

Will  paid  for  his  rooms.  Cry’d  the  hoft,  with  a  fneer, 

44  Well,  I  fee  you’ve  been  going  away  half  a  year 
4  Friend,  we  can’t  well  agree’ — 44  yet  no  quarrel,”  Will  laid  | 

44  For  one  man  may  die  where  another  makes  bread.” 


ON  THE  LOVE  OF  OUR  COUNTRY.  —  A  Poem  by  the  Dean  of 

JVaterford, ,  which  obtained  the  late  Chancellor' s  Prize  at  Oxford feme  Years  fi. nee  ; 
the  Original  never  ap beared  in  Print  but  in  an  interpolated  State.— -Freni  the  Gentle *> 
man's  Magazine. 

YE  fouls  illuftrious,  who,  in  days  of  yore, 

With  peerlefs  might  the  Britifh  target  bore  % 

Who,  clad  in  wolf-lkin,  from  the  feythed  car, 

Frown’d  on  the  iron  brow  of  mailed  war, 

And  dar’d  your  rudely-painted  limbs  oppofe 
To  Chalybean  fteel,  and  Roman  foes ! 

And  ye  of  later  age,  tho’  not  lefs  fame 
In  tilt  and  tournament,  the  princely  game 
Of  Arthur’s  barons,  wont  by  hardieft  fport 
To  claim  the  faireft  guerdon  of  the  court,— 

Say,  holy  fhades,  did  e’er  your  gen’rous  blood 
Roll  through  your  nobler  fons  in  quicker  flood 
Than  late  *,  when  George  bade  gird  on  ev’ry  thigh 
The  myrtle-braided  fvvord  of  Liberty  ? 

Say,  when  the  high-born  Druid’s  magic  ftrain 
Rous’d  on  old  Mona’s  top  a  female  train 
To  madnefs,  and  with  more  than  mortal  rage, 

Bade  them  like  furies  in  the  fight  engage ; , 

Frantic  when  each  unbound  her  briftling  hair, 

And  fhook  a  flaming  torch,  and  yell’d  in  wild  defpair ; 

^  Theffc  lines  were  written  foon  after  an  inilallation  at  Windfor, 
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Or  when  on  C  re  fly’s  held  the  table  might 
Of  Edward  dar’d  four  monarchs  to  the  fight ; 

Sav,  holy  fliades,  did  patriotic  heat 
In  your  big  hearts  with  quicker  tranfports  beat 
Than  in  your  Ions,  when  forth  like  ftorms  they  pour’d3 
In  Freedom’s  caufe,  the  fury  of  the  fword  ? 

'Who  rul’d  the  main,  or  gallant  armies  led, 

With  Hawke  who  conquer’d,  or  with  Wolfe  who  bled  ? 

Poor  is  his  triumph,  and  difgrac’d  his  name, 

Who  dra\vs  the  fword  for  empire,  wealth,  or  fame  *. 

For  him  though  wealth  be  blown  on  ev’ry  wind, 

Though  fame  announce  him  mightiefl  of  mankind. 

Though  twice  ten  nations  crouch  beneath  his  blade. 

Virtue  difowns  him,  and  his  glories  fade  } 

For  him  no  pray’rs  are  pour’d,  no  pmans  fang, 

No  bleflings  chanted  from  a  nation’s  tongue ; 

Blood  marks  the  path  to  his  untimely  bier ; 

The  curfe  of  orphans,  and  the  widow’s  tear, 

Cry  to  high  Heav’n  for  vengeance  on  his  head  j 
Alive,  deferted  ;  and  accurft  when  dead. 

Indignant  of  his  deeds,  the  Mufe,  who  tings 
Undaunted  truth,  and  fcorns  to  flatter  kings,. 

Shall  fhew  the  monfler  in  his  hideous  form, 

And  mark  him  as  an  earthquake,  or  a  florin. 

Not  fo  the  patriot  chief,  who  dar’d  withftand 
The  bafe  invader  of  his  native  land ; 

Who  made  her  weal  his  nobleft,  only  end, 

Rul’d  but  to  ferve  her,  fought  but  to  defend  t 
Her  voice  in  council,  and  in  war  her  fword, 

Lov’d  as  her  father,  as  her  God  ador’d ; 

Who  firmly  virtuous,  and  feverely  brave, 

Sunk  ’with  "the  freedom  that  he  could  not  fave. 

On  worth  like  this  the  Mufe  delights  to  wait, 

Reveres  alike  in  triumph  and  defeat ; 

Crowns  with  true  glory  and  with  fpotlefs  fame  ^ 

And  honours  Paoli’s  more  than  Fred’ric’s  name. 

Here  let  the  Mufe  withdraw  the  blood-ftain’d  veil* 

And  fhew  the  boldeft  fon  of  public  zeal. 

Lo,  Sidney  leaning  o’er  the  block  !  his  mien, 

His  voice,  his  hands,  unfhake.n,  clear,  ferene. 

Yet  no  harangue,  proudly  declaim’d  aloud, 

To  gain  the  plaudit  of  a  wayward  crowd ; 

No  fpecious  vaunt,  Death’s  terrors  to  defy. 

Still  death  deferring  as  afraid  to  die : 

But  flernly  fllent,  down  he  bows,  to  prove 
How  firm  his  virtuous,  though  miftaken  love* 

UncOnquer’d  patriot !  form’d  by  ancient  lore 
The  love  of  ancient  freedom  to  reftore, 
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Who  nobly  affed  what  he  boldly  thought, 

And  feal’d  by  death  the  leffon  that  he  caught. 

Dear  is  the  tie  that  links  the  anxious  lire 
To  the  fond  babe  that  prattles  round  his  fire; 

Dear  is  the  love  that  prompts  the  gen’rous  youth 
His  fire’s  fond  cares  and  drooping  age  to  foothe ; 

Dear  is  the  brother,  filler,  hufband,  wife ; 

Dear  all  the  charities  of  fiocial  life ; 

Nor  wants  firm  friendship  holy  wreaths  to  bind 
In  mutual  fympathy  the  faithful  mind  : 

But  not  th’endearing  firings  that  fondly  move 
To  filial  duty,  or  parental  love, 

Nor  all  the  ties  that  kindred  bofoms  bind, 

Nor  all  in  friendship's  holy  wreaths  entwin’d, 

Are  half  .fie  dear,  fo  potent  to  controul 
The  gen’rous  workings  of  the  patriot  fouls 
As  is  that  holy  voice  that  cancels  all 
Thofe  ties  that  bids  him  for  his  country  falh 
At  this  high  fummons,  with  undaunted  zeal, 

He  bares  his  breaft,  invites  th’impending  fteel, 

•Smiles  at  the  hand  that  deals  the  fatal  blow, 

Nor  heaves  one  figh  for  all  he  leaves  below. 

Nor  yet  doth  Glory,  though  her  part  be  bold, 

Her  afpeCl  radiant,  and  her  trefies  gold, 

?Guide  through  the  walks  of  Death  alone  her  car 
Attendant  only  on  the  dint  of  War: 

She  ne’er  difdains  the  gentle  vale  of  Peace, 

Or  olive  fiiades  “or  philofophic  eafe, 

Where  Heav’n-taught  minds  to  woo  the  Mufe  refortf 
Create  in  colours,  or  with  founds  tranfport; 

More  pleas’d  on  Ifis’  filent  marge  to  roam 
Than  bear  in  pomp  the  fpoils  of  Minden  home. 

To  read  with  Newton’s  ken  the  ftarry  fky, 

And  God  the  fame  in  all  his  orbs  defcry; 

To  lead  forth  Merit  from  her  humble  fhade  ; 

Extend  to  riling  Arts  a  patron’s  aid  ; 

Build  the  nice  ftruCture  of  the  gen’rous  Law, 

That  holds  the  free-born  mind  in  willing  awe ; 

To  fwell  the  fail  of  Trade;  the  barren  plain 
To  bid  with  fruitage  blufii,  and  wave  with  grain  j 
O’er  pale  Misfortune  drop,  with  anxious  figh, 

Pity’s  mild  balm,  arid  wipe  Affliction’s  eye; 

Thefe,  thefe  are  deeds  Britannia  mu  ft  approve, 

Muft  nurfe  their  growth  with  all  a  parent’s  love  ; 
Thefe  are  the  deeds  that  Public  Virtue  owns, 

And  (juft  to  Public  Virtue)  Glory  crowns. 
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WALLACE’S  ADDRESS  TO  HIS  ARMY. 

BY  ROBERT  BURNS. 

^  ^COTS,  wha  hae  wi’  Wallace  bled ; 

Scots,  wham  Bruce  has  aften  led, 

Welcome  to  your  gory  bed, 

Or  to  glorious  vidforie  ! 

Now’s  the  day,  and  now’s  the  hour; 

See  the  front  o’  battle  lour ; 

See  approach  proud  Edward’s  pow’r  ! 

Edward  !  chains  and  flaverie  ! 

Wha  will  be  a  traitor  knave  ? 

Wha  can  fill  a  coward’s  grave  ? 

Wha  fae  bafe  as  be  a  flave  ? 

Traitor  !  coward  !  turn  and  fiie  ! 

Wha  for  Scotland’s  King  and  Law, 

;  Freedom’s  fword  will  flrongly  draw; 

Freeman  ftand,  or  freeman  fa’, 

Caledonian  !  on  wi’  me  ! 

>  f  ,  , 

By  Opprefiion’s  woes  and  pains  ! 

By  your  fons  in  fervile  chains  ! 

*  We  will  drain  our  dearefi:  veins, 

But  they  fhall,  they  Jfhall  be  free  ? 

Lay  the  proud  ufurpers  low  ! 

Tyrants  fall  in  ev’ry  foe  ! 

Liberty ’s  in  ev’ry  blow  ! 

Forward  !  let  us  go,  or  die ! 

• >  •  1  •  >  ' 

SONNETS, 

ATTEMPTED  IN  THE  MANNER  OF  ‘CONTEMPORARY  WRITERS.5 

Freni  the  Monthly  Magazine. 

Sonnet  I. 

PENSIVE,  at  eve,  on  the  hard  world  I  mus’d, 

And  my  poor  heart  was  fad  :  fo  at  the  moon 
I  gaz’d, — and  figh’d,  and  figh’d  ! — For  ah  !  how  foon- 
Eve  darkens  into  night.  Mine  eye  perus’d 
With  fearful  vacancy,  the  damjiy  grafs, 

Which  wept  and  glitter’d  in  the  paly  ray : 

And  I  did  paufe  me  on  my  lonely  way, 

And  rous’d  me  on  thofe  wretched  ones  who  pafs 
O’er  the  black  heath  of  sorrow.  But,  alas  ! 

Moft  of  myself  I  thought:  when  it  befell, 

That  the  footh  spirit  of  the  breezy  wood 

Breath’d  in  mine  ear,  ‘  All  this  is  very  well ; 

But  much  of  one  thing  is  for  no  thing  good.” 

Ah !  my  poor  heart’s  inexplicable  fwell ! 

Nehemjah  Higginbottom. 


Sonnet 
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POETRY. 

t 

Sonnet  II.  —  TO  SIMPLICITY, 

O!  I  do  love  thee,  meek  Simplicity  f 

For  of  thy  lays  the  lulling  fimplenefs 
Coes  to  my  heart,  and  foothes  each  fmali  diftrefs 
Diftrefs  though  fmali,  yet  haply  great  to  me  1 
’Tis  true  on  lady  Fortune’s  gentled  pad 

I  amble  on  !  yet,  though  I  know  not  why, 

So  fad  I  am  !  But  fhould  a  friend  and  I 
Gr  ow  cool  and  miff,  O  !  I  am  very  fad  3 

And  then  with  fonnets  and  with  fympathy 
My  dreamy  bofom’s  rnyftic  woes  I  pall ; 

Now  of  mv  falfe  friend  plaining  plaintively. 

Now  raving  at  mankind  in  general; 

But  whether  fad  or  here e,  ’tis  timple  all, 

Ail  very  fimple,  meek  Simplicity  ! 

Nehemiah  Higginbottom. 


Sonnet  III.  —  ON  A  RUINED  HOUSE  IN  A 
ROMANTIC  COUNTRY. 

AND  this  reft  houfe  is  that  the  which  he  built, 

Lamented  Jack  !  And  here  his  malt  he  pil’d, 
Cautious  in  vain  !  Thefe  rats  that  fqueak  fo  wild.. 
Squeak  not  unconfcious  of  their  father’s  guilt. 

Did  ye  not  fee  her  gleaming  through  the  glade ! 

Belike  ’twas  the,  the  maiden  ail  forlorn  ; 

What  though  4b e  milk  no  cow  with  crumpled  horn, 
Yet  aye  (lie  haunts  the  dale  where  erft  the  ftray’d; 

And  aye  betide  her  Balks  her  amorous  knight  * 

Still  on  his  thighs  their  wonted  brogues  are  worn, 

And  through  thofe  brogues  frill  tatter’d  and  be  torn, 

His  hindward  charms  gleam  an  unearthly  white  ; 

As  when  thro’  broken  clouds,  at  night’s  high  noon 
Peeps  in  fair  fragments  forth  the  full-orb’d  harveft-moon  ! 

Nehemiah  Higginbottom, 
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Account  of  Books  for  1797. 


%Ttmoirs  of  the  Right  Honour  able  Edmund 
Burke ,  by  Charles  M’Cormick,  LL.B. 
4/o,  1797. 

THIS  work,  which  might  with 
greater  propriety  be  entitled 
[Memoirs  of  and  Strictures  on  the 
Political  ConduCt  of  Mr.  Burke, 
gives  us  but  little  information  re¬ 
specting  Mr.  Burke’s  youth ;  and 
of  his  education,  his  habits,  and  his 
propenlities,  fcarcelv  any  thing.  F or 
ihefe  deficiencies  it,  however,  in 
fome  meafure,  compenfates,  by  a 
very  ample  detail  of  Mr.  Burke’s 
public  life,  of  his  parliamentary 
Speeches,  and  of  the  correfponding 
hiflory  of  political  parties. 

Having  already  in  our  Chronicle 
given  the  prominent  features  of  the 
character  and  fortunes  of  Mr.  Burke, 
we  fliall  content  ourfelves  now  with 
giving  a  few  extracts  from  Mr. 
M’Cormick’s  book  ;  referving  for 
a  future  vohirpe,  when  we  fnail  be 
furnifhed  with  ampler  documents, 
a  fuller  account  of  this  illuftrious 
man,  who  claims  particular  regard 
from  us  as  having  been,  during  the 
fpace  of  one-and -thirty  years,  the 
principal  conductor  of  the  prefent 
u  nd er takin g ;  of  whic h  circu m (tan ce 
Mr.  M’Cormick  takes  notice  in  the 
following  words : — 

44  Mr.  Burke  admired  the  diver- 
lily  of  talents  fo  confpicuous  in  the 


labours  of  Hume  and  Robertfon,  but 
did  not  lofe  in  that  admiration  the 
confcioufnefs  of  his  own.  His 
emotions  on  reading  their  works 
very  much  refembled  thofe  of  Cor- 
reggio,  who,  after  examining  P.a- 
phael’s  matter-piece  withfilent  rap¬ 
ture  at  length  exclaimed  Ed  io  an- 
the  fono  pit  fore — 44  And  I  too  am  a 
painter.”  Animated  by  this  fenti- 
ment,  he  began  to  write  memoirs  of 
his  own  time;  and  having  laid  a 
tketch  of  his  plan  before  the  elder 
Dodfley,  he  received  from  that  dif- 
cerning  and  fpirited  bookfelier  the 
mott  liberal  encouragement  to  carry 
it  into  execution.  “The  Annual 
Regitter  for  the  year  1758,”  ac¬ 
cordingly  made  its  appearance  ;  and 
it  is  but  a  faint  echo  of  the  national 
voice  to  affert,  that  no  periodical 
work  had  ever  before  been  prefen  t- 
ed  to  the  world  in  fo  maflerly  and 
fo  interefting  a  form,  or  had  fo  well 
deferved  the  applaufe  it  everywhere 
met  with.  The  beams  of  public 
favour  did  not  relax  but  invigorate 
the  writer’s  efforts ;  and  for  more 

than  thirty  vears  the  increafe  of 
*  «• 

merit  and  the  increafe  of  reputation 
were  kept  up  by  the  continual  dif- 
play  of  new  and  extraordinary  pow¬ 
ers.  In  the  year  1789,  Mr.  Burke 
declined  this  talk,  and  transferred  it 
to  other  hands.” 

Of  Mr.  Burke’s  connexion  with 
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Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  the  refult,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  M’Cormick,  was 
highly  advantageous,  though  in  dif¬ 
ferent  ways  to  both  parties.  In  a 
word,  Sir  Jofhua  rofe  by  borrowed 
wings  to  high  literary  fame,  by  his 
“  Difcourfes  to  the  "Royal  Acade¬ 
my/5  which  Mr.  Burke  is  faid  to 
have  compofed  for  him,  while  Sir 
Jofhua  repaid  the  obligation  by  very 
liberal  pecuniary  difburfements. 

Mr.  M’Cormick,  after  doling  the 
fnort  and  unfatisfadory  anecdotes 
of  Mr.  Burke’s  private  life,  and  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  period  of  his  political 
importance,  prefents  us  with  the 
following  charade r  of  him  : — - 

“  In  every  circle  where  he  ap¬ 
peared,  an  interefting  fweetnefs  and 
fenfibility  of  countenance  difpofed 
even  (dangers  to  form  at  fir  ft  fight 
a  favourable  idea  of  his  charader ; 
and  this  imprefiion  was  afterwards 
ftrengthened  by  the  delicacy  of 
his  behaviour  and  the  numberlefs 
charms  of  his  convention.  He 
was  not  indeed  remarkable  for  a 
dignity  of  afped,  nor  did  any  light¬ 
ning  ever  Hath  from  his  eye ;  but 
though  he  wanted  thofe  external 
marks  of  an  elevated  foul,  or  of  the 
commanding  orator,  he  poflefied 
the  fofter  graces  of  good  humour 
and  ferenity.  It  was  the  clafh  of 
parliamentary  debate  and  the  violent 
collifions  of  party  which  afterwards 
ft  ruck  out  the  latent  fire  of  his  foul, 
and  betrayed  thofe  fatal  weaknefles  j 
that  extreme  irritability  of  temper, 
thatuncontrouled  and  almoft  frantic 
vehemence  of  paifion,  which  be¬ 
came  the  caufe  of  fuch  frequent 
vexation  to  his  friends,  and  expofed 
him  fo  often  to  the  attacks  of  his 
enemies.  Before  the  commence, 
ment  of  his  political  warfare,  no¬ 
thing  but  the  milk  of  good-nature 
yeemed  to  flow  from  his  lips  3  he 
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replied  to  the  harlheft  contradictions 
in  a  tone  of  foft  perfuafion ;  he 
heard  impertinence  and  abfurdity 
without  a  frown.  Mailer  of  every 
ftjle,  from  Bolingbroke  to  Bunyan, 
his  language  was  always  fuited  to 
the  occalion.  The  richnefs  of  his 
fancy  enabled  him  to  fcatter  floweri- 
over  a  barren  fubjed,  while  the 
Tallies  of  his  wit  enabled  him  to  en¬ 
liven  the  moll  ferious  difcuflions. 
It  cannot  be  a  matter  of  juft  furprife, 
much  lefs  of  reproach,  that  low  ima¬ 
ges  and  ftrokes  of  vulgar  pleafantry 
w'ere  fometimes  found  in  the  ex¬ 
uberance  of  his  entertaining  re¬ 
marks.  Inflead  of  exprefling  an 
ill-natured  difguft  at  fuch  little 
blemilhes,  we  tliould  rather  com¬ 
pare  the  impetuous  rulli  of  his  ideas 
to  the  rapidity  of  Peruvian  torrents, 
which,  inwafhing  down  gold  from 
the  tops  of  the  mountains,  mingle 
the  precious  ore  with  common 
fand.” 

Thefe  Memoirs  throughoutabound 
with  violent  invedives  againft  Mr. 
Burke’s  political  apoftacy;  againft 
which  Mr.  M’Cormick  declaims 
with  more  acrimony  than  becomes 
the  impartiality  of  a  biographer. 

Another  biographical  account  of 
this  extraordinary  man,  from  the 
pen  of  Dr.  Bidet,  has  been  lately 
announced,  which  we  lhall  notice 
in  our  next  volume. 


An  authentic  Account  of  the  EmbaJTy 
fom  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
Emperor  of  China ;  including  curfory 
.  Offer  vat  ions  made ,  and  Information 
obtained ,  in  travelling  through  that 
ancient  Empire ,  and  afmall  Part  of 
Chtnefe  Eartary  :  together  with  a  Re¬ 
lation  of  the  Voyage  undertaken  on  the 
Occafon  by  his  Maje fly's  Shift  the 
Lio'tty  arid  the  Ship  Elindofau  in  the 
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Eafl  India  Company'*  s  Service,  to  the 
Yellow  Sea  and  Gulfth  of  Pekin  ;  tfr 
well  04  of  their  Return  to  Europe  : 

.  with  Notices  of  the  fever  alPlaces  where 
they  Jlojijicd  in  their  IV ay  out  and 
home..  Taken  chiefly  from  the.  Papers 
of  his  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Macartney, 
'Knight  of  the  Bath ,  his  Majeftf  s  Am- 
haffador  Extraordinary  arid  Plenipo¬ 
tentiary  to  the  Emperor  of  China  ;  Sir 
Erafmus  Gower ,  Commander  of  the 
Expedition ,  and  of  other  Gentlemen  in 
the fever al  Departments  of  the  Emhajfy. 
By  Sir  George  Staunton ,  Baronet ,  H 0- 
uorary  Doff  or  of  Laws  of  the  U niverfty 
of  Oxford ,  F.  R.  S.  his  Majeffs 
Secretary  of  Emhajfy  to  the  Emperor  of 
China ,  and  M infer  Plenipotentiary  in 
the  Ahfence  of  the  Amhaffador.  In 
Two  Volumes,  Vo,  with  Engravings  ; 
befldes  a  Folio  Volume  of  Plates . 
4/.  4n  Boards.  —  On  large  Paper , 
6/.  61.  Beards.  Nicol.  .1797. 

THIS  is  one  of  thofe  perfor¬ 
mances  that  will  charaflerife, 
under  more  views  than  one,  the 
liberal  fpirit  of  the  age  itfelf.  It 
may  indeed  truly  be  faid  that  we 
are  here  prefented  with  much  im¬ 
portant  and  multifarious  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  the  greateft  em- 
ire  of  the  world.  Sir  George 
taunton  enjoyed  pecubar  advan¬ 
tages  for  describing  with  accuracy 
the  phyfical  as  well  as  moral  State  of 
China.  The  embafiy  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  gentlemen  verfed  in  the. 
moft  ufeful  brauches  of  natural  and 
nautical  knowledge  :  the  tranfac- 
tions  in  which  the  heads  of  it  were 
employed,  with  the  emperor  and 
his  mini  hers,  were  well  calculated 
to  exhibit  the  views,  difpofitiens, 
and  talents  of  the  Chinefe  court; 
and  the  eftablifhed  characters  of  the 
narrators,  in  refpedt  to  probity  and 
good  fenfe,  give  a  degree  of  au¬ 


thenticity  to  their  reports,  which 
former  deferiptions  of  China  are 
not  thought  to  poftets. 

The  firffc  and  fecond  chapters  are 
employed  in  explaining  the  occa- 
fion  of  the  embalTv,  and  the  pre¬ 
parations  for  executing  it  with  fuc- 
cefs.  The  author  then  proceeds, 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  the 
find  volume,  to  deferibe  the  voyage 
to  China,  bv  the  wav  of  Madeira, 
the  Canaries,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Tnf- 
tan  D’Acunha  in  the  Southern  part 
of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  liles  oS  St. 
Paul  and  Amfterdam  in  the  Indian 
Ocean.  A  moftinterefting  part  of 
the  voyage  then  follows,  through 
the  Straits  of  Sunda  and  Banca,  to 
Pulo  Condore,  a  fmall  ifiand  near 
the  coaft  of  Cambodia ;  thence  to 
Turon  Bay,  a  defirable  place  of  re- 
frefhment  in  Cochin-China ;  and 
from  Turon  Bay  to  the  Chu-fan 
ides,  above  a  thoufand  miles  beyond 
Canton,  and  on  the  fame  eaftern 
coaft.  At  Chu-fan,  the  Lion  man 
of  war  and  Hindoftan  Indiaman 
had  reached  the  utmoft  boundary 
of  recorded  navigation  by  Europe¬ 
ans.  The  fea  thence  to  the  port 
neareft  to  Pekin,  extending  up¬ 
wards  of  ten  degrees  of  latitude, 
was  totally  unknown,  except  to 
thofe  who  dwell  around  its  fhores. 
Into  this  fea  flow  the  waters  of  the 
great  Whong-ho ;  which,  in  its  long 
and  circuitous  courfe,  carries  with 
it  Such  quantities  of  yellow  mud, 
that  it  receives  the  name  of  the  Yel¬ 
low  River,  and  communicates  the 
fame  quality  and  the  fame  appella¬ 
tion  to  the  adjoining  fea. 

The  accurate  examination  of  this 
unknown  fea  is  not  one  of  the  leaft 
benefits  derived  from  the  embafiy. 
The  Britifn  vefFels  conveying  the 
embafiy,  its  attendants,  and  prefents, 
were  furnifhed  each  with  a  Chinefe 
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pHot  at  Chu-fan.  Thefe  pilots 
brought  with  them  two  marine  com - 
paifes  ;  but  they  were  unprovided 
with  charts,  or  any  indrument  for 
afcertaining  latitudes.  They  tru li¬ 
ed  entirely  to  their  local  knowledge 
and  obfervation  ;  as  did  the  nations 
of  old  lurrounding  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean  ;  which  the  Chinefe  feas  near¬ 
ly  refemble,  both  in  the  narrownefs 
of  their  boundaries,  and  in  the  nu¬ 
merous  iflands  with  which  every 
part  of  them  is  dudded. 

The  track  of  the  Lion  and  Hin- 
dodan,  in  navigating  the  Yellow 
Sea,  is  carefully  laid  down  in  the 
charts  accompanying  the  work ; 
and  on  thefe  charts  are  marked  not 
only  the  foundings,  but  the  hate  of 
the  marine  barometer,  and  of  Fah¬ 
renheit’s  thermometer,  in  the  fhade, 
every  day  at  noon :  a  precaution 
which  renders  unnecedary  the  con¬ 
tinual  repetition  of  thofe  obferva- 
tions  in  the  body  of  the  work. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  Idindodan, 
when  feparated  from  the  Lion,  die 
perceived  on  Sunday  the  14th  of 
July,  1793,  a  fmall  fquare-rigged 
European  veflel.  This  was  the 
Endeavour  brig,  Captain  Prodtor, 
belonging  to  the  Ead  India  Com¬ 
pany,  and  fent  by  the  Company’s 
eommillioners  at  Canton,  through 
whom  the  defign  of  the  embady 
had  been  communicated  to  the 
Chinefe  court,  with  difpatches  for 
the  ambadador.  In  the  neighbour- 
hood  ofTfung-ming,  and  along  the 
coad  of  China,  Captain  Prodor  met 
feveral  fmall  junks,  cruizing  with 
mandarins  on  board,  to  dnd  out  and 
welcome  the  ambadador,  as  well  as 
to  conduct  him  into  port :  but  they 
feldom  went  out  of  the  depth  of 
two  fathoms,  not  aware  that  the 
diip  which  had  his  Excellency  on 
board,  drew  about  double  that  quan¬ 
tity  of  water. 
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The  fquadron,  confiding  of  the 
Lion,  Hindodan,  and  jackall  ten¬ 
der,  came  to  anchor  in  feven  fa¬ 
thoms  water  in  a  broad  bay,  a  few 
miles  didan-t  from  the  city  of  Ten- 
choo-foo  ;  the  lad  fyllable  of  which 
word  always  denotes  a  city  of  the 
fird  order,  having  feveral  middling 
and  fmall  towns  within  its  jurifdic- 
tion. 

As  foon  as  the  governor  of  Ten- 
choo-foo  was  informed  that  the 
ambadador  was  on  board  the  Lion, 
he  fent  to  him  a  prefent,  confiding 
of  fredi  providons  and  fruit ;  and 
afterwards  came  on  board  to  vifk 
him.  The  governor  was  attended 
by  a  great  number  of  perfons ;  one 
of  whom  having  had  occadon  to 
fpeak  to  him  as  he  was  palling  along 
the  diip’s  deck,  immediately  threw 
himfelf  upon  his  knees,  and,  in  that 
podure,  communicated  his  bufinefs, 
to  the  great  furprife  of  the  Englidi 
fpedfators  :  a  furprife  that  was 
heightened  by  the  undidurbecf 
countenance  of  the  governor,  as  if 
accudomed  to  be  accoded  in  that 
manner.  The  governor  of  Ten- 
choo-foo,  in  his  interview  with  the 
ambadador,  tedified  not  only  great 
politenefs,  but  much  eafe  and  affa¬ 
bility  ;  and  it  was  apparent  upon 
this  occadon,  as  well  as  from  what 
was  obferved  at  Chu-fan,  that  the 
folemnitv  of  behaviour,  attributed 
in  many  accounts  of  this  country 
as  a  general  character  to  the  Chi¬ 
nefe,  was  only  an  appearance  af- 
fumed  by  them  in  the  prefence  of 
thofe  whom  they  confidered  as  their 
inferiors. 

The  governor  gave  an  invitation 
(which  was  declined)  to  the  ambada¬ 
dor  and  his  fuite  to  entertainments 
and  plays  on  diore,  as  indeed  had 
done  the  governor  of  Chu-fan,  in 
order,  in  tome  fmall  degree,  to  cor- 
refpond,  as  they  expreffed  it,  with 
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the  fplendid  reception  which  it  was 
miderfiood  their  fovereign  intended 
for  his  Excellency,  when  he  fliould 
arrive  at  the  imperial  court. 

The  eclat  of  fuch  a  reception 
was,  no  doubt,  likely  to  operate 
upon  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
China,  who  look  with  more  than 
an  ordinary  degree  of  reverence 
to  the  throne.  It  might  tend  to 
imprefs  them  with  a  general  fenfe 
of  confideration  for  the  Englifh  na¬ 
tion,  of  which  the  agents  of  the 
Englifh  Eaff  India  Company  at 
Canton  might  experience  eifedls 
conducive  to  their  benefit  and  com¬ 
fort. 

The  fhallownefs  of  the  water 
obliged  the  Lion  to  come  to  anchor 
on  the  25th  of  July,  about  four 
leagues  from  the  Chinefe  coafl, 
which  at  the  north-weft  extremity 
of  the  Gulph  of  Pekin,  confifrs  of  a 
low  and  fandy  beach.  Front  this 
anchorage,  the  river  Pei-ho,  which 
comes  from  Tien-fing,  was  found 
to  be  fifteen  miles  diftant.  A  bar 
eroded  the  mouth  of  the  river,  wThich 
did  not  materially  obflrudl  the  na¬ 
vigation  of  Chinefe  fhips,  though 
of  three  and  four  hundred  tons 
burden ;  while  the  Jackall,  an  Eng¬ 
lifh  veffel  of  100  tons,  followed 
them  with  much  difficulty.  Having 
entered  the  river, 

The  jackall  was  foon  accoffied 
bv  Chinefe  foldiers  in  a  boat,  de¬ 
filing  her  to  anchor,  and  wait  the 
arrival  of  a  mandarin,  who  had  in¬ 
quiries  to  make  about  her.  This 
gentleman  made  his  appearance 
ptefently,  with  feveral  attendants, 
upon  the  Jackall’s  deck.  As  foon 
as  he  was  fatisfied  that  die  belonged 
to  the  expected  embaffiy,  he  made 
many  inquiries  about  the  ambaffa- 
dor,  and  tjife  prefents  brought  for 
his  Imperial  Majeffy.  As  the  aji- 


fwers  were  general,  he,  after  a  little 
time,  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  more 
particular  account  by  changing  the 
manner  and  form  of  his  queflions ; 
and  he  feemed  to  exert  no  little 
addrefs  to  obtain  his  objefl.  Though 
the  motion  of  the  brig  and  fmell  of 
the  tar  -were  offenfive  to  him,  yet 
he  continued  long  on  board  to  col¬ 
led!  information  as  to  the  fize  and 
ftrength  of  the  fhips  attending  the 
ambaffador,  and  the  number  of  men 
and  guns  on  board ;  while  one  of 
his  attendants  was  bufy  writing  all 
the  time  of  the  conference,  as  if 
taking  notes  of  every  thing  that 
pailed.  The  mandarin  concluded 
by  declaring,  that  the  Emperor  had 
iffued  orders  for  the  reception  and 
accommodation  of  the  embaffiy,  and 
offered  to  fupply  whatever  might 
be  wanted.  The  brig  being  oblig¬ 
ed  to  wait  in  the  river  for  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  tide  next  day,  Captain 
Campbell  and  Mr.  Hunter  were 
invited  on  Ihore,  where  they  were 
hofpitably  treated  ;  but  in  a  manner 
crofs  -  examined,  and  the  former 
queflions  repeated  to  them.  Par¬ 
ticular  inquiries  were  alfo  made  as 
to  the  fpecies  of  nutriment  to  which 
the  ambaffador  and  his  fuite  had 
been  accullomed,  and  how  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  wifhed  to  travel,  obferving 
that  gentlemen  in  China  travelled 
either  in  fedan-chairs,  or  in  two¬ 
wheeled  carriages  by  land,  or  in 
commodious  boats  by  water ;  which 
latter  method  was  generally  prefer¬ 
red  wherever  pradlicable ;  but  add¬ 
ing,  that  his  Excellency  and  his 
fuite  were  to  be  accommodated 
whichever  way  they  wifhed.  The 
mandarins  fpoke  alfo  about  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  merchandize  which  they 
fuppofed  were  brought  for  fale  to 
Pekin,  and  faid  they  might  be  fafely 
depofited  in  the  four  chriffian  churr 
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dies  in  that  city,  where  they  might 
be  fold  to  great  advantage.  The 
idea  or  trade  was  fo  affociated  with 
that  of  Englifhmen,  in  the  minds  of 
the  Chinefe,  who  knew  them  only 
as  venders  and  purchafers  of  goods, 
that  they  could  fcarcely  give  credit 
to  the  aflertion,  that  the  perfons 
compofing  the  embaffy  were  not 
merchants,  and  that  the  ihips  of 
war  never  carried  goods  for  fale, 
or  that  there  was  little,  betide  what 
was  intended  for  prefects  for  the 
court,  in  any  of  the  vetfels.  The 
propofal,  made  with  fo  little  cere¬ 
mony,  of  converting  churches  into 
fhops  for  the  retail  of  merchandife, 
which  appeared  lingular  to  an  Euro¬ 
pean  ear,  was  perfectly  familiar  to 
the  Chinefe,  whofe  places  of  wor- 
thip  are  occalionally  made  to  an- 
fwer  every  purpofe  of  utility  to 
which  they  may  be  applied.  The 
building  in  which  this  converfation 


took  place,  was  itfelf  a  temple;-  and 
in  the  crowd  were  jbme  of  the 
bonzes,  or  priefts,  who  miniftered  in 
it ;  and  were  remarkable  for  the 
contrail  between  their  grey  beards 
and  their  robes  of  rofe-coioured  filk. 

The  mandarins,  who  were  in¬ 
formed  that  the  Englilh  fhips  could 
not  crofs  the  bar,  immediately  con¬ 
ceived  their  iize  to  be  immenfe,  and 
formed  a  proportionate  idea  of  the 
quantity  of  prefects  necetfary  to  fill 
them.  They  gave  orders  for  pre¬ 
paring  junks  to  bring  thofe  prefen ts, 
as  well  as  the  palfengers  and  bag¬ 
gage,  on  tliore.  A  confiderable 
building  near  the  river’s  mouth  was 
provided  for  the  reception  of  the 
ambaflador,  where  it  was  expedited 
he  would  remain  fome  days,  to  re¬ 
cover  from  the  fatigues  of  fo  long  a 

o  o 


voyage.  And  it  was  obferved,  that 
he  need  not  precipitate  his  journey 
to  the  capital,  as  the  Emperor’s 


birth-day  was  yet  at  a  confiderable 
diflance  ;  —  thefe  people  not  ima¬ 
gining  that  an  embaffy  could  be  any¬ 
thing  more  than  a  vitit,  or  metfage. 
of  high  compliment  to  their  fove- 
reign  on  that  anniverfary,  or  on  ths 
occaiion  of  fome  other  folemn  fes¬ 
tival. 

This  information  had  not  been 
long  communicated  on  board  the 
Lion,  when  feveral  Chinefe  vetfels 
brought  a  fupply  of  live  flock,  fruit, 
and  other  vegetables,  in  fuch  pro- 
fution,  that  the  thips  could  only 
contain  a  part  of  it,  and  the  overplus 
was  neceflarily  fent  back.  Among 
other  articles  were  20  bullocks, 

1 20  tlieep,  1 20  hogs,  1 60  bags  of 
hour,  1000  water  -  melons,  3000 
mulk-melons,  10  chefts  of  candles, 
and  3  batkets  of  porcelaine.  The 
hofpitality,  and  indeed  the  attentions 
of  every  other  kind,  which  the  em- 
bafly  and  fquadroii  experienced  on 
all  occaflons,  were  fuch  as  ft  rangers 
feldom  meet  with,  except  in  the 
eaftern  parts  of  the  world.  Two 
mandarins,  one  civil  and  the  other 
military,  came  to  congratulate  the 
ambaflador  on  his  fafe  arrival :  they 
told  him  that  they  were  appointed 
to  attend  him  to  the  imperial  court; 
and  that  it  was  the  exprefs  will  of 
their  fovereign  to  render  his  jour¬ 
ney  fafe  and  agreeable  to  him. 

Thefe  gentlemen  were  received 
on  board  the  Lion  with  attention 
and  cordiality.  Much  of  the  ftiif- 
nefs  which  generally  accompanies  a 
communication  through  the  medi¬ 
um  of  an  interpreter,  was  removed 
by  the  good  humour  of  the  parties, 
and  the  ardent  defire  they  felt  of 
making  out  one  another’s  meaning. 
Their  difcourfe  by  no  means,  par¬ 
took  of  the  guarded  inter-courfe  of 
Grangers  fufpicious  of  each  other. 
Sometimes,  before  the  explanation 

was 
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Was  given  of  the  exprefiions  ufed, 
the  occafion  itfelf  luggefted  what 
was  intended  to  be  faid;  and  gef- 
Uire  often  came  in  aid  of  words. 
There  was,  however,  fo  much  em¬ 
ployment  for  the  Chinefe  interpre¬ 
ter,  that  a  trial  was  now  made  of 
the  flu  11  of  two  perfons  belonging 
to  the  embafly,  to  whom  the  Chi- 
iiefe  mifiionaries  had  endeavoured 
to  communicate  fome  knowledge 
of  their  language,  ever  fince  they 
had  left  Naples  together,  above  a 
year  before.  One  of  Ihefe  perfons 
applied  to  this  ftudy  with  the  unin¬ 
terrupted  diligence  of  mature  age, 
but  had  the  mortification  of  finding 
that  as  yet  he  could  fcarcely  under- 
frand  a  word  of  what  was  faid  to 
him  by  thefe  new-comers,  to  whom 
his  pronunciation  was  equally  un¬ 
intelligible  ;  while  the  other,  a  youth 
who  certainly  took  lefs  pains,  but 
whofe  fenfes  were  more  acute,  and 
whofe  organs  were  more  flexible, 
proved  already  a  tolerably  good  in¬ 
terpreter.  Many  words,  it  feems, 
of  the  Chinefe  tongue,  of  however 
oppofite  a  fignification,  frequently 
differ  from  each  other,  in  the  utter¬ 
ance,  only  in  fome  flight  variation 
of  accent  or  intonation  ;  and  which 
is  fufceptible  of  being  more  quick¬ 
ly  caught,  and  more  accurately  ren¬ 
dered  by  thofe  who  learn  in  early 
life,  than  by  any  who  begin  to  at¬ 
tempt  it  after  being  advanced  in 
years.  So  clofe  is  the  approxima¬ 
tion  fometimes  in  the  inflexions  of 
the  voice,  in  uttering  Chinefe  words 
of  different  meanings,  that  it  is  not 
uncommon,  even  among  the  na¬ 
tives,  in  order  to  avoid  miftakes  in 
converfation,  to  add  the  principal 
terms  ufed,  the  neareft  fynonyms  in 
fenfe,  by  way  of  explanation.  The 
neceflity  of  doing  fo  arifes  from  the 
ufe  of  monofyllables  only  in  the 


Chinefe  language,  which  muff  bo 
lefs  diftindt  as  admitting  fewer  com¬ 
binations,  as  well  as  from  the  ex-* 
elution  of  fome  of  the  harfher  founds 
of  other  nations,  among  which  the 
difference  in  the  pronunciation  of 
words  is  confequently  more  percep¬ 
tible. 

The  two  mandarins  enquired  if 
the  letter  brought  for  the  Emperor 
by  the  ambaffador  was  tranflated  in¬ 
to  Chinefe  ;  and  requefted  at  any 
rate  to  know  the  purport  of  it.  A 
compliance  with  this  requeft  was 
not  urged  as  an  etiquette  preferibed 
bv  the  imperial  court ;  nor  yet  did 
it  appear  to  have  been  afked  from 
the  indifereet  eagernefs  of  curiofity, 
but  rather  was  confidered  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  ordinary  courfe ;  and  which 
might  enable  thofe  mandarins  more 
completely  to  fulfil  the  objedt  they 
had  in  view,  of  obtaining  and  con¬ 
veying  to  their  fovereign  every  in¬ 
formation  relative  to  the  embaffy. 
It  was,  however,  thought  more  pru¬ 
dent,  and  perhaps  more  decent,  to 
referve  the  communication  of  his 
Majeffy’s  letter  at  leaft  until  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  amhaflador  at  the  capi¬ 
tal  ;  and  therefore  an  anfwer  was 
given,  that  the  original,  with  the 
tranflations  of  it,  were  locked  up  in 
a  golden  box,  to  be  delivered  into 
the  Emperor’s  hands. 

Concerning  the  prefents,  the 
mandarins  were  peculiarly  folici'tous- 
to  enquire;  and  a  lift  of  them  was 
formally  demanded,  to  be  lent  to 
his  Imperial  Majefty.  The  fame 
demand  had,  indeed,  been  made  by 
every  Chinefe  who  had  anv  inter- 

J  s 

courfe  with  the  ambaffador,  or  with 
thecommiflionersat  Canton,  on  the 
fubjedt  of  the  embaffy :  and  it  appear¬ 
ed  from  the  beginning  how  much 
curiofity  had  been  excited  refpedting 
them.  A  common  catalogue,  con¬ 
taining 
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taming  the  names-  of  thofe  on  board 
the  Rindollan,  would  not  convey 
any  idea  of  their  qualities  or  intrin¬ 
sic  worth,  or  indeed  be  underflood 
by  any  effort  of  translation.  They 
would,  hkewife,  fuffer  by  being 
^confounded  with  the  mere  curiosi¬ 
ties  fent  ufually  for  fale  ;  which, 
however  expenlive,  or  even  inge¬ 
nious,  were  more  glittering  than 
ufefuh  It.was  neceflary,  therefore, 
to  make  out,  fomewhat  in  the  ori¬ 
ental  ftyle,  fuch  a  general  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  nature  of  the  articles 
now  fent,  as  appeared  likely  to  ren¬ 
der  them  acceptable  ;  meafuring 
their  merit  by  their  utility,  and  en¬ 
deavouring  even  to  derive  fome 
credit  from  the  cmiSiion  of  Splen¬ 
did  trifles. 

On  the  5th  of  AuguSS,  1793,  the 
ambaflador  and  his  Suite  prepared 
to  quit  the  Lion  and  HindoSlan, 
which  drew  too  much  water  to  pafs 
the  bar  of  the  Pei-ho  river.  The 
refents  and  baggage,  accompanied 
y  the  fervants,  muficians,  and 
other  attendants,  were  Shipped  on 
board  of  junks ;  while  the  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  embaSfy  embarked  in 
the  Clarence,  Jackall,  and  Endea¬ 
vour  brigs.  Proceeding  with  a  fa¬ 
vourable  breeze  and  a  Spring-tide, 

thev  eroded  the  bar  in  a  few  hours. 
✓ 

The  river  immediately  within  the 
bar  is  about  five  hundred  yards  wide, 
and  was  almolt  entirely  covered 
with  vefiels.  On  its  feuthern  bank 
is  the  village  of  Tun-coo,  with  a 
military  poi't  ;  where  the  troops 
were  drawn  up  in  compliment  to  the 
Ambaflador.  The  vefiels  in  their 
progrefs  foon  pafied  another  village, 
called  See-coo  :  and  they  reached, 
on  the  fame  evening,  the  town  of 
Ta-coo. 

At  Ta-coo  large  covered  barges 
were  provided,  to  convey  the  em« 
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ba'SJy  up  the  river  Pei-ho,  towards 
Bekin.  The  barge  defined  for  the 
leception  of  the  ambaflador  con¬ 
tained  an  anti-chamber,  a  falcon,  a 
bed-chamber,  and  a  clofet.  Boats 
attended  with  provisions  and  cooks. 
Sixteen  other  yachts,  moll  of  therm 
of  a  larger  lize  than  that  of  the  ani- 
baflador,  conveyed  his  Suite.  Ma¬ 
ny  of  thefe  vefiels  were  eighty  ,fec-t. 
long,  and  very  capacious  ;"yet  they 
were  built  of  fuch  light  wood,  and 
were  fo  constructed,  that  they  did 
not  draw  more  than  eighteen  inch¬ 
es  of  water,  though  they  were  lofty 
above  it.  An  equal  number  of  vef¬ 
iels,  refembling  our  river  lighters, 
were  employed  in  conveying  the 
baggage  and  prefents. 

Chow-ta-zhin  and  Van-ta-zhin, 
the  conductors  of  the  route,  waited 
frequently  on  the  ambaSTador,  in  or¬ 
der  to  take  his  commands  ;  and 
likewite  made  viSits  of  civility  to 
the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  em- 
bafly.  Inferior  mandarins  attended 
all  the  vefiels  for  the  distribution  of 
provisions ;  proceeding  from  yacht 
to  yacht  in  fmall  boats,  fo  construct¬ 
ed  that  they  could  neither  fink  nor 
be  overfed  The  meats  molt  plen¬ 
tiful  were  beef  and  pork.  Among 
the  molt  expensive  articles  were  the 
neSts  of  a  particular  fpecies  of  Swal¬ 
low,  and  the  fins  of  Sharks,  both  of 
yvhich  afford  rich  and  fattening 
juices.  W  heat  grows  in  many  pro¬ 
vinces  of  China;  but  boiled  rice  is 
commonly  ufed  for  bread.  The 
wine  was  generally  muddy,  of  little 
flavour,  and  foon  grew  four.  The., 
tea  was  often  too  frefh  for  an  Eng¬ 
lish  palate;  and  it  was  not  unufual 
to  hear  a  wifh  expreffed  for  London 
tea. 

■  The  direCl  progrefs  of  the 7  em- 
bafiy  up  the  Pei-ho  was  very  flow; 
the  courfe  of  that  river  being  re¬ 
markably 
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markablv  Terpentine.  The  banks 
are  elevated  confiderably  above  the 
adjacent  plains,  extending  as  far  as 
the  eye  can  reach  ;  which  circum- 
fiance,  together  with  the  windings 
of  the  river,  made  the  veflels  failing 
on  it  appear  to  move  in  every  di¬ 
rection  over  the  adjoining  fields, 
Thefe  fields  were  generally  covered 
with  the  holcus  forghum ,  or  tailed:  of 
the  vegetables  producing  efculent 
grain,  vulgarly  called  Barbados  Mil¬ 
let.  It  grows  to  the  height  of  ten 
or  twelve  feet ;  and  the  lowed:  cal¬ 
culation  of  its  increafe  is  an  hun¬ 
dred  fold.— When  night  came  on, 
the  banks  were  illuminated  by  lan¬ 
terns,  the  tranfparent  tides  of  which 
were  made  of  differently  coloured 
paper ;  while  the  number]  of  lan¬ 
terns  hoided  on  the  maft-heads  of 
the  various  veffels  in  the  river  de¬ 
noted  the  refpective  ranks  of  the 
•paffengers  on  board  ;  all  which  oro- 
duced  a  moving  and  party-coloured 
illumination,  a  fpecies  of  magnifi¬ 
cence  much  affeCted  by  the  Chinefe. 
The  night  was  nearly  as  noify  as  the 
day,  to  which  contributed  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  the  fluid  founds  of  the  loo  or 
gong,  on  every  occafipn  of  convey¬ 
ing  fignals. 

On  one  fide  of  the  river  was  a 
large  grove  of  high  and  wide-fpread- 
ing  pines ;  the  other  was  crowded 
with  pyramids  or  dacks  of  fait, 
brought  annually  from  the  fouthern 
provinces  in  2000  veilels  of  200  tons 
each  ;  and  fufficient  for  the  annual 
confumption  of  thirty  millions  of 
people.  The  pyramids  of  fait  were 
within  dght  of  the  great  port  called 
Tien-fing,  or  the  heavenly  fpol ; 
an  appellation  claimed  by  its  genial 
climate,  fertile  foil,  dry  air,  and  fe- 
rene  fky.  The  town  is  dtuated  on 
an  eminence,  at  the  confluence  of 
two  rivers,  and  is  the  general  enx- 
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porium  for  the  northern  provinces 
of  China.  One  of  the  rivers  near 
to  Tien-fing  is  expreffed  by  a  word 
meaning  the  u  Grain -bearing  Ri¬ 
ver;”  and  even  at  this  early  flage 
of  the  expedition,  the  travellers 
found  that  the  Chinefe  names  were 
not  mere  arbitrary  founds,  but 
ferved  to  denote  the  nature  and 
qualities  of  things  :  a  circumdance 
which  proves  this  country  to  have 
been  pofleffed  always  by  the  fame 
race,  without  any  condderable  mix¬ 
ture  with  foreign  nations.  The 
crowds  of  fpeedators  were  immenfe; 
yet,  in  all  the  ardour  of  curiodty, 
the  people  preferved  order  and  re¬ 
gularity,  without  the  aid  of  foldiers 
or  condables  *.  and  for  the  fake  ©f 
mutual  accommodation,  none  of  the 
common  Chinefe  who  ufually  wear 
draw -hats,  kept  them  on  their  heads, 
though  thus  expofed  to  a  fcorching 
fun.  The  fleet  conveying  the  em- 
bafly  anchored  nearly  in  the  centre 
of  the  city,  oppodte  to  a  pavilion 
in  which  the  viceroy  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  waited  for  the  ambaflador. 
There  the  latter  was  informed  that 
the  Emperor  was  in  his  country- 
refidence  of  Zhe-hol,  in  Tartary, 
where  he  intended  to  celebrate  the 
anniverfary  of  his  birth-day  on  the 
1 7  th  of  September.  It  was  propof- 
ed,  in  confequence,  that  the  em- 
bafly,  after  having  reached  Tong-  . 
dioo  by  water,  within  twelve  miles  of 
Pekin,  fhould  proceed  by  land  di¬ 
rectly  to  Zhe-hol but  before  we 
accompany  the  travellers  thither, 
the  following  circumdance  at  Tien- 
dng  ought  to  be  noticed. 

4  Among  other  indances  of  the 
Viceroy’s  attention  to  the  Ambafla- 
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dor,  a  temporary  theatre  was  erect¬ 
ed  oppodte  to  his  Excellency’s 
yacht.  The  outfide  was  adorned 
with  a  variety  of  brilliant  and  lively 
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colours ;  by  the  proper  diftribution 
of  which,  and  fometimes  by  their 
contraft,  it  is  the  particular  objeft 
of  an  art  among  the  Chinefe  to 
produce  a  gay  and  pleating  effeft. 
The  infide  of  the  theatre  was  ma- 
naged,  in  regard  to  decorations, 
vvith  equal  fuccefs ;  and  the  com¬ 
pany  of  actors  fucceffively  exhibit¬ 
ed,  during  the  whole  day,  feveral 
different  pantomimes  and  hiftorical 
dramas.  The  performers  were  ha¬ 
bited  in  the  ancient  drefles  of  the 
Chinefe  at  the  period  when  the  per- 
fonages  reprefented  were  fuppofed 
to  have  lived.  The  dialogue  was 
ipoken  in  a  kind  of  recitative,  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  variety  of  mufical 
inffruments ;  and  each  paufe  was 
tilled  up  by  a  loud  crafh,  in  which 
the  loo  bore  no  inconfiderable  part. 
1  he  band  of  mufic  was  placed  in 
full  view,  immediately  behind  the 
ffage,  which  was  broad,  but  by  no 
means  deep.  Each  character  an¬ 
nounced,  on  his  firft  entrance,  what 
part  he  was  about  to  perform,  and 
where  the  fcene  of  action  lay.  Uni¬ 
ty  of  place  was  apparently  preferv- 
ed,  for  there  was  no  change  of  fcene 
during  the  reprefentation  of  one 
piece.  Female  characters  were  per¬ 
formed  by  boys  or  eunuchs. 

One  of  the  dramas,  particularly, 
attracted  the  attention  of  thofe  who 
recollected  fcenes  fomewhat  flmi- 
lar  upon  the  Englifh  ftage.  The 
piece  reprefented  an  Emperor  of 
China  and  his  Emprels  living  in 
fupreme  felicity,  when  on  a  hidden 
his  fubjefts  revolt,  a  civil  war  en- 
fues,  battles  are  fought,  and  at  laft 
the  arch-rebel,  who  was  a  general 
of  cavalrv,  overcomes  his  fovereign, 
kills  him  with  his  own  hand,  and 
routes  the  imperial  army.  The  cap¬ 
tive  Emprefs  then  appears  upon 
the  Rare  in  all  the  agonies  of  de- 
Vo  l.  XXXIX.  " 
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fpair  naturally  refulting  from  the 
lofs  of  her  hufband  and  of  her  dig¬ 
nity,  as  well  as  the  apprehenfion  for 
that  of  her  honour.  Whilft  the  is 
tearing  her  hair,  and  rending  the 
ikies  with  her  complaints,  the  con¬ 
queror  enters,  approaches  her  with 
refpeel,  addreffes  her  in  a  gentle 
tone,  foothes  her  forrows  with  hid 
companion,  talks  of  love  and  ado¬ 
ration,  and,  like  Richard  the  Third 
with  Lady  Anne,  in  Shakefpeare, 
prevails,  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour.; 
on  the  Chinefe  princefs  to  dry  "up 
her  tears,  to  forget  her  de'ceafed 
con  fort,  and  yield  to  a  confoling 
wooer.  The  piece  concludes  with 
the  nuptials  and  a  grand  proceiiion. 

When  pailing  through  Tien-iing* 
the  veffels  conveying  the  amhafla- 
dor  and  iuite  had  an  opportunity  of 
obferving  that  great  city,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  nearly  as  long  as  Lon¬ 
don.  The  account  given  by  the 
mandarins  of  the  place,  madeifs  po¬ 
pulation  amount  to  7 00,000  perfons. 
The  houfes  of  Tien-fingare  of  brick, 
of  a  leaden  blue  colour;  and  many 
of  them  are,  contrary  to  the  com¬ 
mon  mode  of  building,  two  ftories 
high.  In  confequence  of  the  pa¬ 
triarchal  caftom,  retained  by  the 
Chinefe,  of  having  ail  the  fucceed- 
ing  generations  of  the  fame  family 
under  a  tingle  roof,  it  is  computed 
that  nearly  ten  men  lit  to  bear  arms 
are  commonly  found  in  every  Chi¬ 
nefe  houfe.  The  junks,  covering 
the  waters  which  divide  this  com¬ 
mercial  city,  contained  many  thou- 
fand  inhabitants :  for  the  wives  and 
families  of  the  failors  reiide  with 
them  constantly  oil  board  j  and 
there  many  of  them  are  born,  and 
all  of  them  fpend  their  lives.  Eve¬ 
ry  fhore  is  to  them  foreign,  dnd  the 
earth  an  element  with  which  they 
are  only  occafionally  connected. 
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Few  carriages  were  feen  on  the 
road,  and  none  with  more  than  two 
wheels,  for  conveying  either  travel¬ 
lers  or  goods.  Gentlemen  travel 
generally  on  horfeback,  or  in  fedan- 
chairs,  or  chair-palanquins ;  and  la¬ 
dies  are  moftly  carried  in  dole  litters, 
fufpended  between  mules  or  horfes. 
The  cuftom  mentioned  by  Milton, 

i(  Where  Chinefes  drive 
*  With  fails  and  wind  their  cany  waggons 
light.  *” 

is  ftill  retained.  Thole  cany  wag¬ 
gons  are  Imailcarts  formed  of  bam-: 
boo ;  and  when  the  wind  favours 
the  progress  of  fuch  a  cart,  a  fail  is 
hoifted,  made  of  mat,  and  fattened 
to  two  poles  in  the  oppofite  fidesof 
the  cart. 

•  The  travellers  did  not  fee  even  a 
hillock  between  them  and  the  hori¬ 
zon,  until  the  fourth  day  of  their  de¬ 
parture  from  Tien-fing,  when  feme 
blue  mountains  were  obferved  rif- 
ing from  the  north-weft;  and  they 
indicated  the  approach  to  Pekin, 
beyond  which  they  are  fituated. 
Two  days  afterwards,  on  the  16th 
of  Auguft,  the  yachts  anchored  off 
the  city  of  Tong-choo-foo,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  twelve  miles  from 
that  great  capital. 

Pekin  hands  at  the  weftern  ex¬ 
tremity  of  an  immenfe  plain,  pro¬ 
bably  formed  by  alluvial  land 
brought  down  by  torrents  from 
the  neighbouring  mountains.  The 
route  lay  through  it  to  the  autum¬ 
nal  palace  of  the  Emperor,  called 
Yuen-min-yuen,  or  garden  of  per¬ 
petual  verdure,  where  fuch  of  the 
prefents  as  could  not  be  tranfported 
with  fafety  to  Zhe-hol  were  to  be 
depofited. 

‘  Amongft  all  the  crowds  affem- 
ed  near  Tong-choo-foo,  or  thofe; 
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which  the  approach  of  the  embaffy 
had  attracted  in  other  places,  ftnee 
its  entrance  into  China,  not  one 
perfon  in  the  habit  of  a  beggar  had 
been  ieen,  or  any  one  obferved  to 
folicit  charity.  N o  (mail  portion  of 
the  people  teemed,  it  is  true,  to  be 
in  a  ftate  approaching  indigence  ; 
but  none  driven  to  the  neceffity,  or 
enured  to  the  habit,  of  craving  af* 
ftftance  from  a  ftranger.  The  pre- 
fent  was  not,  indeed,  one  of  thofe 
feafons  of  calamity  which  deftroys 
or  diminifhes  the  ufual  refources  of 
the  peafant,  and  drives  him  fome- 
times  even  into  criminal  exceffes, 
to  procure  fubfiftence.  In  fuch 
times,  however,  the  Emperor  of 
China  always  comes  forward;  he 
orders  the  granaries  to  be  opened  ; 
he  remits  the  taxes  to  thofe  who 
are  vitited  by  misfortunes ;  he  af¬ 
fords  aftiftance  to  enable  them  to 
retrieve  their  affairs ;  he  appears  to 
his  fubjefts  as  ftanding  almoft  in 
the  place  of  Providence,  in  their 
favour :  he  is  perfectly  aware  by 
how  much  a  ftronger  chain  he  thus 
maintains  his  abfoiute  dominion, 
than  the  dread  of  punifhments 
would  afford.  He  has  (hewn  him- 
felf  fo  jealous  of  retaining  tne  ex¬ 
clusive  privilege  of  benevolence  to 
his  fubjedts,  that  he  not  only  le- 
jedted,  but  was  offended  at,  the  pro- 
pofal  once  made  to  him  by  fome 
conftderable  merchants,  to  contri¬ 
bute  towards  the  relief  of  a  fuffer- 
ing  province.  He  accepted,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  donation  of  a  rich 
widow  of  Tien-fing,  towards  the 
expences  of  the  Thibet  war.  But 
independently  of  any  general  evil, 
which  every  wife  government  is 
attentive-io  remedy  or  alleviate,  ac¬ 
cidental  caufes  of  diftreis,  or  indi- 
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vidual  failures  of  the  means  to  pro¬ 
cure  fubfidence,  give  occafion.  at  all 
times,  in  moil  other  countries,  to 
the  affecting  fpeftacie  of  human  be¬ 
ings  dependent  for  their  exigence, 
on  the  precarious  aid  of  thofe  whom 
they  may  chance  to  meet,  but  who 
have  the  power  of  withholding  it. 

In  travelling  through  China,  the 
lpeftator  obferves  fewer  public 
buildings  than  might  be  expe<5ted  in 
fo  ancient  a  kingdom  ;  the  reafon  of 
which  is,  that  hitherto  the  cruel  poli¬ 
cy  of  every  dynady,  or  new  family 
mounting  the  throne  of  China,  has 
been  not  only  todeftroy  the  remain¬ 
ing  branches  of  the  former  race,  but 
to  level  the  edifices  dedicated  to 
their  memory.  Of  thofe  circular 
and  lofty  buildings  teimed  Pagodas, 
there  are  feveral  kinds,  and  dedi¬ 
cated  to  feveral  ufes :  but  none,  as 
commonly  fuppofed,  to  religious 
worfhip.  The  temples  confecrated 
to  this  purpofe  differ  little  in  height 
from  common  dwellinv-houfes. 

There  is  in  China  no  jflate-reh- 
gion.  None  is  paid,  preferred,  or 
encouraged  by  it.  The  Emperor 
is  of  one  faith  ;  many  of  the  man¬ 
darins  of  another  ;  and  the  majori¬ 
ty  of  the  common  people  of  a  third, 
which  is  that  of  Fo.  This  ladclafs, 
the  leaf!  capable,  from  ignorance, 
of  explaining  the  phoenomena  of 
nature,  and  the  mod  expofed  to 
wants  which  it  cannot  fupply  by 
ordinary  means,  is  willing  to  recur 
to  the  fuppofltion  of  extraordinary 
'powers,  wnich  may  operate  the  ef¬ 
fects  it  cannot  explain,  and  grant 
the  requeds  which  it  cannot  other- 
wife  obtain. 

No  people  are,  in  fa£t,  more  fu- 
'perditious  than  the  common  Chi- 
nefe.  Betides  the  habitual  offices 
'  of  devotion  on  the  part  of  the  pried  s 
and  females,  the  temples  are  parti- 
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cularly  frequented  by  the  difciples 
of  Fo,  previoufly  to  any  undertak¬ 
ing  of  importance  — whether  to 
marry,  or  go  a  journey,  or  conclude 
a  bargain,  or  change  fituation,  or 
for  any  other  material  event  in  life, 
it  is  neceflary  fird  to  confult  the 
fuperintendent-  deity.  This  is  per¬ 
formed  by  various  methods.  Some 
place  a  parcel  of  confecrated  dick?, 
differently  marked  and  numbered, 
which  the  confultant,  kneeling  be¬ 
fore  the  altar,  fhakes  in  a  hollow 
bamboo  until  one  oi  them  falls  on 
the  ground ;  its  mark  is  examined, 
and'  referred  to  a  correfpondent 
mark  in  a  book  which  the  pricft 
holds  open ;  and  fometimes  even  it 
is  written  upon  a  dieet  of  paper 
paded  upon  the  infide  of  the  tem¬ 
ple.  Polygonal  pieces  of  wood  are 
by  others  thrown  into  the  air.  Each, 
fide  has  its  particular  mark ;  the 
fide  that  is  upperrUod  when  fallen 
on  the  floor,  is  in  like  manner  re-' 
ferred  to  its  correfpondent  mark  in 
the  book  or  flieet  of  fate.  If  the 
flrft  throw  be  favourable,  the  per- 
fon  who  made  it  proflrates  himfelf 
in  gratitude,  and  undertakes  after¬ 
wards,  with  confidence,  thebufinefs 
in  agitation.  But  if  the  throw  fhould 
be  adverfe,  he  tries  a  fecond  time; 
and  the  third  throw  determines, 
at  any  rate,  the  queftion.  In  other 
refpeffs  the  people  of  the  prefect 
day  feem  to  uav  little  attention  to 
their  prieds.  The  temples  are, 
however,  always  open  for  fuch  as 
choofe  to  confult  the  decrees  of 
Heaven.  They  return  thanks  when 
the  oracle  proves  propitious  to  their 
wifhes.  Yet  they  oftener  caff  lots, 
to  know  the  iffiie  of  a  projected  en- 
terprize,  than  fuppiieate  for  its  be¬ 
ing  favourable ;  and  their  worfhip 
confifts  more  in  thankfgiving  than, 
in  prayer. 
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Few  Chinefe  are  faid  to  carry 
the  objects  to  be  obtained  by  their 
devotion  beyond  the  benefits  of 
this  life.  Yet  the  religion  of  Fo 
profeffes  the  do&rine  of  the  trans¬ 
migration  of  fouls,  and  promifes 
happinefs  to  the  people  on  condi¬ 
tions  which  were,  no  doubt,  origi¬ 
nally  intended  to  confift  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  moral  duties ;  but  in 
lieu  of  which  are  too  frequently 
fubftituted  thofe  of  contributions 
towards  the  erection  or  repair  of 
temples,  the  maintenance  of  priefts, 
and  a  ftridt  attention  to  particular 
obfervances.  The  negledt  of  thefe 
is  announced  as  punifhable,  by  the 
fouls  of  the  defaulters  palling  into 
.the  bodies  of  the  meanefl  animals, 
in,  whom  the  fufre ring's  are  to  be 
proportioned  to  the  tranfgredions 
committed  in  the  human  form. 

While  the  embatfy  remained  at 
Tong-choo-foo,  feme  of  the  Englifh 
gentlemen  were  fupplied  with  horfes 
to  ride  about  the  neighbourhood. 
The,  animals  are  flrong,  bony,  and 
many  of  them"  fpotted  as  regularly 
as  a  leopard  The  riders  met  feve- 
ral  Chinefe  on  horfeback,  who  a- 
lighted,  on  approaching,  in  civility 
to  the.  Grangers.  As  China  is  the 
prototype  of  fafhions  and  cuftoms 
to  neighbouring  countries,  this  cuf- 
tom  has  been  extended  to  other 
parts  of  the  eaft ;  and,  in  the  fame 
manner,  the  yellow  colour,  which 
is  the  .  favourite  diftindtion  of  the 
Emperor  of  China,  is  equally  affect¬ 
ed  by  every. fovereign  in  the  eaftern 
part  of  Alia. 

The  houfes  of  the  peafants  are 
icattered  about,  inftead  of  being 
united  into  villages.  They  are  clean 
and  comfortable  j  and  without  fenc¬ 


es,  gates,  or  other  apparent  precatl* 
tion  againft  thieves  or  wild  beads. 
The  wives  of  the  peafantrv  cultivate 
filk-worms,  and  fpin  cotton  ;  and 
women  are  almoft  the  foie  weavers 
throughout  the  empire.  Yet  few 
of  them  fail  to  injure  their  adtive 
powers  by  facrihcing  (in  imitation 
of  females  of  fuperior  rank)  to  the 
prejudice  in  favour  of  little  feet. 

Notwithflanding  all  the  merit 
of  thefe  helpmates  to  their  hufbands, 
the  latter  arrogate  an  extraordinary 
dominion  over  them,  and  hold  them 
at  fuch  a  diiiance,  as  not  always  to 
allow  them  to  fit  at  table  ;  behind 
which,  in  fuch  cafe,  they  attend  as 
handmaids.  This  dominion  is  tem¬ 
pered,  indeed,  by  the  maxims  of 
mild  condudt  in  the  different  rela¬ 
tions  of  life,  inculcated  from  early 
childhood  amongfl  the  low*eff,  as 
well  as  higheff  claffes  of  fociety. 
The  old  perfons  of  a  family  live  ge¬ 
nerally  with  the  young.  The  for¬ 
mer  ferve  to  moderate  any  occa- 
fional  impetuofity,  violence,  or  paf- 
fion  of  the  latter.  The  influence 
of  age  over  youth  is  fupported  by 
the  fentiments  of  nature,  by  the 
habit  of  obedience,  by  the  precepts 
of  morality  engrafted  in  the  laiv  of 
the  land,  and  by  the  unremitted  po¬ 
licy  and  honefl  arts  of  parents  to 
that  effect.  They  who  are  paft  la¬ 
bour  deal  out  the  rules  which  they 
had  learned,  and  the  wifdom  which 
experience  taught  them,  to  thofe 
who  are  rifing  to  manhoexi,  or  to 
thofe  lately  arrived  at  it.  Plain 
fentcnces  of  morals  are  written  up 
in  the  common  hall,  where  the  male 
branches  of  the  family  affemble. 
Some  one,  at  leaf!:,  is  capable  of 
reading  them  to  the  reft.  In  almoft 
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every  houfe  is  hung  up  a  tablet  of 
the  anceftors  of  the  perfons  then 
refiding  in  it.  References  are  of¬ 
ten  made,  in  converfation,  to  their 
actions.  Their  example,  as  far  as 
It  was  good,  ferves  as  an  incitement 
to  travel  in  the  fame  path.  The 
defcendants  from  a  common  hock 
vifit  the  tombs  of  their  forefathers 
together,  at  hated  times.  This  joint 
care,  and  indeed  other  occasions, 
colled!  and  unite  the  moft  remote 
relations.  They  cannot  lofe  fight 
of  each  other ;  and  feldom  become 
indifferent  to  their  refpedtive  con¬ 
cerns.  The  child  is  bound  to  la¬ 
bour,  and  to  provide  for  his  parents 
maintenance  and  comfort ;  and  the 
brother  for  the  brother  and  filler 
that  are  in  extreme  want ;  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  which  duty  would  be  follow¬ 
ed  by  fuch  deteffation,  that  it  is  not 
necefiary  to  enforce  it  by  pofitive 
law.  Even  the .  moff  diftant  kinf- 
raan,  reduced  to  miferv  by  accident 
or  ill-health,  has  a  claim  on  his 
kindred  for  relief.  Manners,  ftrong- 
et  far  than  laws,  and  indeed  incli¬ 
nation,  produced  and  nurtured  by 
intercourfe  and  intimacy,  fecure 
affiftance  for  him.  Thefe  habits 
and  manners  fully  explain  the  facff 
already  mentioned,  which  unhap¬ 
pily  appears  extraordinary  to  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  that  no  fpeflacles  of  dif- 
trefs  are  feen  to  excite  the  compaf- 
fion,  and  implore  the  cafual  charity 
of  individuals.  It  is  to  be  added, 
that  this  circumffance  is  not  owing 
to  the  number  of  inftitutions  of 
public  benevolence.  The  with,  in¬ 
deed,  of  the  Perfian  monarch  is  not 
realized  in  China,  that  none  fiiould 
be  in  want  of  the  fuccour  adminif- 
tered  in  hofpitals;  but  thofe  efta- 
blithments  are  rendered  little  ne- 
ceffarv,  where  the  link  which  unites 
all  the  branches  of  a  family,  brings 


aid  to  the  fuffering  part  of  it  with* 
out  delay,  and  without  humiliation- 

The  prefents  and  heavy  baggage 
of  the  embaffy  were  to  be  conveyed 
beyond  Pekin  to  the  Emperor’s  au¬ 
tumnal  palace.  On  calculating  the 
means  necefiary  to  this  end,  the 
mandarins  ordered  ninety  final! 
waggons,  forty  finall  hand-carts,  or 
barrows,  200  horfes,  and  3000  la¬ 
bouring  men  to  Verve  in  different 
capacities,  belkles  thofe  modes  of 
conveyance  which  were  necefiary 
for  themfelves  and  their  attendan  ts. 
The  road  forms  a  magnificent  ave¬ 
nue  to  Pekin ;  and  the  central  part 
of  it,  to  the  breadth  of  twenty  feefi, 
is  paved  with  flags  of  granite. 

Pekin  exhibited,  on  the  en¬ 
trance  into  it,  an  appearance  con¬ 
trary  to  that  of  European  cities,  in 
which  the  ftreets  are  often  fo  nar-  ’ 
row,  and  the  houfes  fo  lofty,  that 
from  one  extremity  of  a  ftreet  the 

J 

houfes  appear  at  the  other  to  be 
leaning  towards  and  clofing  upon 
each  other.  Here  few  of  the' 
houfes  were  higher  than  one  ffory ; 
none  more  than  two  ;  while  the' 
width  of  the  ftreet  which  divided 
them  vcas  conliderably  above  one 
hundred  feet.  It  was  airy,  gay„ 
and  lightfome. 

The  firft  ffreet  extended  in  a. 
line  direflly  to  the  w'efhvard,  until 
it  was  interrupted  by  the  eaftern 
wall  of  the  imperial  palace,  called 
the  yellow  wall,  from  the  colour  of 
the  frnall  roof  of  varnifhed  tiles 
with  which  the  top  of  it  is  covered. 
Various  public  buildings  feen  at  the 
fame  time,  and  confidered  as  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Emperor,  were  co¬ 
vered  in  the  fame  manner.  Thofe  J 
roofs,  uninterrupted  by  chimnies* ' 
and  indented  in  the  fides  and  ridges 
into  gentle  curveS^-with  an  -effect 
mpre  pleating  than  Would  be  pro- 
G  g  3  duced 
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duced  by  long  ftraight  lines,  were 
adorned  with  a  variety  of  figures, 
either  in  imitation  of  real  objects, 
or  more  commonly  as  mere  works 
of  fancy ;  the  whole  filming  like 
gold  under  a  brilliant  fun,  immedi¬ 
ately  caught  the  eye  with  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  grandeur  in  that  part 
of  buildings  where  it  was  notaccuf- 
tomed  to  be  fought  for.  Immenfe 
magazines  of  rice  were  feen  near 
the  gate  : — and  looking  from  it  to 
the  left,  along  the  city-wall,  was 
perceived  an  elevated  edifice,  de¬ 
scribed  as  an  obfervatory  eredted, 
in  the  former  dynafty,  by  the  Em¬ 
peror  Yong-loo,  to  whom  the  chief 
embellishments  of  Pekin  are  laid  to 
be  owing. 

In  front  of  irtoft  of  the  houfcs 
in  this  main-flreet  were  fiiops  paint¬ 
ed,  gilt,  and  decorated  like  thole  of 
Tong-choo-foo,  but  in  a  grander 
ftyle.  Over  fome  of  them  were 
broad  terraces,  covered  with  flrrubs 
and  flowers.  Before  the  doors  fe- 
veral  lanterns  were  hung,  of  horn, 
muffin,  filk,  and  paper,  fixed  to 
frames  :  in  varying  the  form  of 
which'  the  Chinefe  feemed  to  have 
exercifed  their  fancy  to  the  utmoft. 
Outfide  the  fliops,  as  well  as  within 
them,  was  difplayed  a  variety  of 
goods  for  faie. 

Several  circumflances,  indepen¬ 
dently  of  the  arrival  of  Grangers, 
contributed  to  throng  fo  wide  a 
ftreet.  A  proceflion  was  moving 
towards  the  gate,  in  which  the 
white,  or  bridal  colour,  according 
to  European  ideas,  of  the  perfons 
who  formed  it,  feemed  at  fir  ft  to 
announce  a  marriage -ceremony; 
but  the  appearance  of  young  men 
overwhelmed  with  grief,  fhewed  it 
to  be  a  funeral,  much  more  indeed 
than  the  corfe  itfelf,  which  was  con¬ 
tained  .n  a. handfome  fquare  cafe, 
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fhaded  with  a  canopy,  painted'  with 
gay  and  lively  colours,  and  preced¬ 
ed  by  ftandards  of  variegated  filks* 
Behind  it  were  fedan  chairs  cover¬ 
ed  with  white  cloth,  containing  the 
female  relations  of  the  deceafed j 
the  white  colour  denoting  in  Chi¬ 
na  the  affliction  of  thofe  who  wear 
is  feduloufly  avoided  by  fuch  as 
wifh  to  manifeft  fentiments  of  a 
contrary  kind :  it  is  therefore  ne¬ 
ver  feen  in  the  ceremony  of  nup¬ 
tials  (met  foon  afterwards)  where 
the  lady  (as  yet  unfeen  by  the 
bridegroom)  is  carried  in  a  gilt  and 
gaudy  chair,  hung  round  with  fef- 
toons  of  artificial  flowers,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  by  relations,  attendants,  and 
fervants,  bearing  the  parapherna¬ 
lia,  being  the  only  portion  given 
with  a  daughter,  in  marriage,  by 
her  parents.  The  crowd  was  not  a 
little  increafed  by  the  mandarins  of 
rank  appearing  always  with  nume¬ 
rous  attendants ;  and  ftill  more  by 
circles  of  the  populace  round  auc¬ 
tioneers,  venders  of  medicines,  for¬ 
tune-tellers,  fingers,  jugglers,  and 
ftory-tellers,  beguiling  their  hear¬ 
ers  of  a  few  of  their  chen,  or  cop¬ 
per  money,  intended  probably  for 
other  purpofes.  Among  the  ftories 
that  caught,  at  this  moment  the 
imagination,  the  embafly  was  faid 
to  furnifh  no  inconfiderable  fhare. 
The  prefents  brought  by  it  to  the 
Emperor  were  afferted  to  include 
whatever  was  rare  in  other  coun¬ 
tries,  or  not  known  before  ta  the 
Chinefe.  Of  the  animals  that  were 
brought,  it  was  gravely  mentioned 
that  there  was  an  elephant  of  the 
fize  of  a  monkey,  and  as  fierce  as  a 
lion  ;  and  a  cock  that  fed  on  char¬ 
coal.  Every  thing  was  fuppofed  to 
vary  from  what  had  been  feen  in 
Pekin  before,  and  to  pofiefs  quali¬ 
ties  different  from  whai  had  been 

there. 
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there  experienced  in.  the  fame  fub- 
fiances.  The  fight  of  the  Grangers 
bringing  fuch  extraordinary  curiofi- 
ties,  difturbed,  gs  they  paffied  along, 
the  feveral  occupations  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  They  prefied  forwards  in 
great  numbers.  Chinefe  foldiers, 
who  were  employed  like  conftables 
to  keep  them  off,  ufed  long  whips, 
with  which  they  feemed  to  aim  at 
the  foremoff  rank  ;  but  with  a  mild- 
nefs,  which  difpofition  and  the 
long  habit  of  authority  that  takes, 
fometimes,  away  from  any  enjoy¬ 
ment  in  exerting  it,  had  infpired. 
They  generally,  in  fa£t,  only  ftruck 
the  ground. 

As  foon  as  the  perfons  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  embaffv  had  arrived  at 
the  eaftern  fide  of  the  yellow  ygjH, 
they  turned  along  it  to  the  right, 
and  found  on  its  northern  fide  much 
lefs  buftle  than  in  the  former  ffreet. 
Inftead  of  fhops,  all  were  private 
houfes,  not  confpicuous  in  the 
front.  Before  each  houfe  was  a 
wall  or  curtain,  to  prevent  pafien- 
gers  from  feeing  the  court  into 
which  the  ftreet-door  opened.  This 
wall  is  called  the  Wall  of  Refpedl. 
A  halt  was  made  oppofite  the  tre¬ 
ble  gates,  which  are  nearly  in  the 
centre  of  this  northern  fide  of  the 
palace-wall.  It  appeared  to  inclote 
a  large  quantity  of  ground.  It  was 
not  level,  like  all  the  lands  without 
the  wall :  fome  of  it  was  raffed  in¬ 
to  hills  of  fteep  afcent :  the  earth 
taken  to  form  them  left  broad  and 
deep  hollows,  now  filled  with  wa¬ 
ter.  Out  of  thefe  artificial  lakes, 
of  which  the  margins  were  diverfi- 
iied  and  irregular,  fmall  iflands  rofe 
with  a  variety  of  fanciful  edifices, 
ir.terfperfed  with  trees.  On  the 
hills  of  different  heights  the  prin¬ 
cipal  palaces  for  the  Emperor  were 
ere&ed.  Tiie  whole  had  fome  what 
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the  appearance  of  enchantment. 
On  the  tummit  of  the  higheft  emi¬ 
nences  were  loftv  trees  furrounding 
fummer-houfes,  and  cabinets  con¬ 
trived  for  retreat  and  pleafure. 
One  of  thefe  was  pointed  out  as 
the  laft  blocking  fcene  of  the  exig¬ 
ence  of  that  race  of  emperors  who 
had  built  and  beautified  the  whole 
of  this  magnificent  palace.  A  man, 
whom  fortune  feemed  for  a  while 
to  favour,  as  if  deftined  to  become 
the  head  of  a  new  dynafty  in  Chi¬ 
na,  availed  himfelf,  towards  the 
middle  of  the  laft  century,  of  the 
weaknefs  and  luxury  of  the  court, 
and  of  that  indolence  which,  more 
than  even  luxury,  had  brought  the 
former  dynafties  to  ruin.  With  an 
army  of  Chinefe,  firft  colledted  un¬ 
der  the  hope  of  bringing  about  bet¬ 
ter  times,  and  kept  together  after-, 
wards  by  the  tempting  bait  of  plun¬ 
der,  he  marched  to  the  gates  of  Pe¬ 
kin.  The  ill-fated  monarch,  too 
{lightly  fupported,  and  poffeffed  of 
too  little  energy  to  refill-;  but  with 
fentiments  too  elevated  to  brook 
lubmiflion  to  an  enemy  who  had 
been  his  fubjeff,  and  determined  to 
fave  his  offspring  from  the  danger 
of  dilhonour,  ftabbed  his  only 
daughter,  and  put  an  end  to  his  own 
life  with  a  cord,  in  one  of  thofe  edi¬ 
fices  abovementioned,  which  had 
been  erefted  for  far  other  purpofes. 
The  plate  (No.  29)  in  the  folio  vo¬ 
lume,  is  a  view  of  the  mount  which 
was  the  fcene  of  this  melancholy 
event. 

1  he  route  was  continued  vveft- 
erly  through  the  city.  The  dwell- 
ing-houfe  of  fome  Ruffians  was 
pointed  out ;  and  what  was  more 
fingular,  a  library  of  foreign  manu- 
feripts,  one  of  which  was  faid  to  be 
an  Arabic  copy  of  the  Koran.  Some 
Mahometans  were  feen,  diftinguilh- 
G  g  4  ed 
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cd  by  red  caps.  Among  the  fpec- 
tators  of  the  novel  fight,  feme  wo¬ 
men  were  observed.  The  greateft 
number  were  faid  to  be  natives  of 
Tartarv,  or  of  a  Tartar  race.  Their 
feet  were  not  cramped,  like  thofe 
of  the  Chinefe ;  and  their  thoes 
with  broad  foes,  and  foies  above 
an  inch  in  thicknefs,  were  as 
clumfv  as  thofe  of  the  original  Chi- 
nefe  ladies  were  diminutive.  A 
few  of  the  former  were  well  dreiT- 
ed,  with  delicate  features,  and  their 
complexions  heightened  by  the  aid 
of  art.  A  thick  patch  of  vermilion 
on  the  middle  of  the  lower  lip, 
feemed  to  be  a  favourite  mode  of 
pfing  paint.  Some  of  them  were 
fitting  in  covered  carriages,  of  which, 
as  well  as  ofhorfes,  there  are  feve- 
ral  to  be  found  for  hire  in  various 
parts  of  the  town.  A  few  of  the 
Tartar  ladies  were  on  horfeback, 
and  rode  aftride,  like  men.  Tradef- 
inen  with  their  tools,  fearching  for 
employment,  and  pedlais  offering 
their  wares  for  fale,  were  every¬ 
where  to  be  feen.  Several  of  the 
ftreets  were  narrow,  and  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  them  gates  were  erefted, 
near  which  guards  were  Rationed,  if 
was  faid  to  quell  any  occasional  dis¬ 
turbances  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Thofe  gate!?  are  fihut  at  night,  and 
opened  oniv  ;n  cafes  of  exigence. 
The  train  of  the  embatfv  eroded  a 
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ftreet  which  extended  north  and 
fouth,  the  whole  length  of  the  Tar¬ 
tar  city,  almofi:  four  miles,  and  is 
interrupted  only  By  feveral  pai-loos, 
or  triumphal  fabrics ;  and  palling 
by  many  temples,  or  other  capacious  > 
bpildings  and  magazines,  they  reach¬ 
ed,  in  little  more  than  two  hours 
from  their  entrance  on  the  eaftern 
fide,  to  one  of  the  we  kern  city  gates, 
of  which  the  plate  (No  20)  of  the 
folio  volume  is  a  view.  Near  this 


gate,  and  along  the  outfide  of  the 
weftern  wall,  ran  the  fmall  rivulet 
(here  widened  into  a  conliderable 
ditch)  which,  after  almofi:  furround¬ 
ing  Pekin,  runs  towards  Tong*  choo- 
foo,  and  rails  into  the  Pei-ho.  The 
fuburb  beginning  at  this  weftern 
gate,  being  more  extenfive  than  that 
through  which  they  had  entered  in¬ 
to  the  city,  took  to  traverfe  it  up¬ 
wards  of  twenty  minutes. 

Pekin  bears  not  in  fize  the  fame 
proportion  to  China  that  moft  capi¬ 
tals  do  to  their  refpedtive  countries. 
The  principal  part  of  it  is  called  the 
Tartar  city,  being  laid  out  in  the 
thirteenth  century,  during  the  firft 
Tartar  dvnafiy.  It  has  the  form  of 
a  parallelogram,  the  four  walls  fac¬ 
ing  the  four  cardinal  points;  includ¬ 
ing  an  area  of  fourteen  fquare  miles, 
in  the  centre  of  which  is  the  impe¬ 
rial  palace,  occupying  at  leaft  one 
fquare  mile.  The  Tartar  city  is 
about  one-third  larger  than  Lon¬ 
don  ;  and  adjoining  to  it  is  another, 
called,  bv  way  of  diftindlion,  the 
Chinefe  city,  including  within  its 
walls  a  fpace  of  nine  miles  fquare  : 
but  only  a  fmall  part  of  this  latter 
is  occupied  by  buildings.  Much 
of  it  is  in  cultivation ;  and  hither 
the  Emperor  repairs,  eT'ery  fpring, 
to  perform  the  exemplary  ceremo¬ 
ny  of  directing  the  plough  with  his 
own  hand  through  a  fmall  field,  thus 
doing  honour  to  the  profefiion  of 
the  hufbandman. 

In  China  there  are  properly  but 
three  clafTes  of  people  :  men  of  let¬ 
ters,  from  whom  the  mandarins  are 
fele&ed  ;  cultivators  of  the  ground; 
and  mechanics,  including  mer¬ 
chants.  The  higheft  degrees  of 
literature  are  conferred  in  the  ca¬ 
pital  ;  and  among  fuch  graduates 
the  principal  civil  offices  are  dif- 
tributed  by  the  Emperor.  The 

candidates 
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candidates  for  fuch  degrees  are  thofe 
who  have  already  fucceeded  in  the 

J 

provincial  cities ;  and  the  candidates 
for  degrees  in  the  latter  are  thofe 

o 

who  have  fucceeded  in  the  inferior 
towns.  The  examinations  are  eve¬ 
rywhere  carried  on  with  great  fo- 
lemnity  and  apparent  fairnefs.  A 
fuccefsful  competitor  is  always  re¬ 
warded  by  offices  of  dignity  propor¬ 
tional  to  that  of  the  ciafs  in  which 
his  fuccefs  has  been  attained.  Mi¬ 
litary  rank  is  likewife  given  to  thofe 

•>  o 

who  are  found,  on  competition,  to 
excel  in  the  military  art  and  in  war¬ 
like  exercifes.  The  fnpreme  coun¬ 
cils  of  ftate  are  always  held  in  the 
capital :  which,  according  to  the 
belt  information  given  to  the  em- 
baffy,  contains  about  three  millions 
of  inhabitants.  The  low  houfes  of 
Pekin  feem  fcarcely  fufficient  for 
fo  vaft  a  population  ;  but  in  thofe 
houfes  there  are  no  fuperfluous 
apartments.  A  Chinefe  dwelling 
is  generally  furrounded  by  a  wall, 
iix  or  feven  feet  high ;  and  within 
this  inclofure  a  whole  family  of 
three  generations,  with  their  respec¬ 
tive  wives  and  children,  will  fre¬ 
quently  be  found.  One  fmall  room 
is  made  to  ferve  for  the  individuals 
of  each  branch  of  the  family,  fleep- 
ing  in  different  beds,  divided  only 
bv  mats  hanging  from  the  ceiling. 
One  common  room  is  ufed  for  eat¬ 
ing.— With  the  poor,  marriage  is  a 
meafure  of  prudence,  becaufe  the 
children  are  bound  to  maintain  their 
parents  ;  and,  to  corroborate  filial 
obedience,  the  laws  of  the  empire 
leave  a  man’s  offspring  entirely 
within  his  power. 

The  embaffy  left  Pekin  pn  the 
2d  of  September,  1793,  Lord  Ma¬ 
cartney  travelling  in  an  Englifh 
poft-chaife,  which  was  probably  the 
that  ever  rolled  on  the  road  to 
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Tartary,  and  which  was  drawn  by 
four  Tartar  horfes,  conducted  by 
two  perfons  <pf  his  Excellency’s, 
guard,  who  hkd  formerly  been  ac- 
cuflomed  to  that  occupation,  fie 
took  occafionally  fome  of  the  man¬ 
darins  into  his  carriage,  who  were 
at  firffc  fomewhat  ftartled,  fearing 
leff  it  fhould  overturn ;  but,  being 
affured  of  its  perfefl  fafety,  they 
became  inexpreffiblv  delighted  with 
its  eafinefs,  lightnefs,  and  rapidity. 
About  twenty  miles  from  the  capi¬ 
tal,  the  country  towards  Tartary  be¬ 
gan  to  rife.  A  few  miles  farther 
on,  the  travellers  flopped  for  the 
day  at  one  of  the  Emperor’s  palaces, 
furrounded  with  a  park  and  plea- 
fure-grounds.  Beyond  it,  fome  of 
the  riling  hills  were  planted,  and 
fome  left  naked.  The  different 
objefts  feemed  in  their  natural  ftate, 
and  as  if  affembled  here  only  by  a 
fortunate  chance  :  for  a  Chinefe 
gardener  is  the  faithful  painter  of 
nature.  In  the  progrefs  of  the  third 
day’s  journey,  the  population  feem¬ 
ed  confiderably  to  diminifh ;  and 
on  the  morning  of  the  fourth,  a  pro¬ 
minent  line  was  defcried,  which,  on 
a  nearer  furvey,  affumed  its  real 
form  of  a  wall  with  battlements. 
This  was  the  famous  wall  of  China, 
which  is  not  fo  remarkable  for  its 
antiquity,  remounting  to  three  cen¬ 
turies  beyond  the  Chriftian  sera,  nor 
for  its  extent  of  1500  miles,  as  for 
the  wonderful  appearance  of  the 
mountains  over  which  it  is  carried, 
and  which  are  apparently  inaccefli- 
ble. 

As  the  travellers  advanced  into 
Tartary,  the  roads  became  more 
rugged,  the  mountains  lefs  richly 
clothed,  and  the  trees  (befides  dif¬ 
ferent  forts  of  pines  of  no  great  fize) 
were  chiefly  ftunted  oaks,  afpin, 
elm,  hazel,  and  walnut-trees  dimi- 

niftied 
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nifhed  to  the  ‘fee  of  fhrubs.  Dur-  a  copy  of  his  Majefty’s  letter  to  the 
jng  the  feventh  and  laft  day’s  jour-  Emperor,  in  Chinefe.  Difficulties 
neyPthe  mountains,  receding  a  lit-  arofe  about  the  ceremony  of  intro- 
tie  from  each  other,  opened  to  the  dudi ion  to  the  Emperor,  which  were 
view  of  the  travellers  the  valley  of  probably  heightened  by  the  Vice- 
Xhe-hoh  Here  his  Imperial  Ma-  roy  of  Canton,  an  enemy  to  the 
jefry  retires  in  fummer  from  his  Englifh,  and  who  was  now  come  to 
Chinefe  dominions,  to  a  palace  and  court  ;  and  alfo  by  the  Tartar  Ee- 
pleafiire-grounds ;  the  former  call-  gate,  who  from  the  beginning  had 
ed  the  Seat  of  grateful  coolnefs,  and  attended  the  ambaffador,  and  who 
the  latter  the  Garden  of  innumera-  from  prejudice  and  intereft  had 
bie  trees.  The  road  near  to  Zhe-  been  hoftile  to  his  views.  In- 
lid  is  perceptible  from  an  eminence  head  of  the  fervile  ceremony  of 
in  the  Emperor’s  gardens ;  and  from  proftration,  it  was  finally  fettled 
that  foot,  as  was  afterward  learnt,  that  the  Emperor  fhould  be  fatisfi- 
iiis  Imperial  Majefty  had  the  curio-  ed  with  the  fame  form  of  refpe&ful 
iifv  to  view  the  proceflion  of  the  obeifance  from  the  Englifh  which 
ernhany.  It  was  received  with  mi-  they  were  accuffomed  to  pay  to 
litary  honours  amid  a  crowd  of  their  own  fovereign.  It  was  whif- 
ipeffators  on  horfeback  and  on  foot,  pered  that  the  good  fenfe  and  libe- 
Tbe  Elite  of  edifices  defined  for  the  rality  of  the  Emperor  himfelf  ren- 
embaffy  was  fituated  on  the  gentle  dered  him  much  more  inclined  than 
flope  of  a  hill,  at  the  fouthern  ex-  any  of  his  advifers  to  difpenfe  with 
tremity  of  the  town  of  Zhe-hol.  a  formality  from  which  no  deviation 
On  the  north  fide  of  that  town,  had  ever  been  before  made,  even  in 
which,  except  the  houfes  of  manda-  a  fingle  inftance.  This  was  a  tri¬ 
ms,  confided  of  miferable  hovels,  umph  for  the  embaffy :  and  it  con- 
the  imperial  gardens,  the  palaces,  firmed  the  conclufion  that  the  mere 
and  the  temples,  displayed  much  pleas  of  cuflom,  however  ufually 
grandeur;  magnificence  and  wretch-  and  flrongly  urged  by  the  Chinefe, 
ednefs  knew  no  medium.  Two  would  not  always  Hand  againft  rea- 
mandarins  of  rank  waited  on  the  fon,  accompanied  by  temper  and 
ambaffador  foon  after  his  arrival,  perfeverance.  The  14th  of  Sep- 
with  compliments  from  his  Impe-  tember  was  fixed  for  the  reception 
rial  Majefty,  and  from  the  Colao,  of  the  Britifh  embaffy. 
or  ftrft  minifter.  The  ambaffador  On  the  day  of  the  ambaffador’s 
being  indifpofed,  Sir  G.  Staunton,  prefentation  to  the  Emperor,  moil 
zs-  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  in  his  of  his  family  attended.  No  marked 
ab fence,  waited  on  the  Calao,  whom  preference  was  perceptible,  or  ex¬ 
ile  found  in  a  fmali  apartment  of  traordinary  refpeH  fliewn  to  any  of 
the  imperial  palace,  feated  on  a  them  above  the  reft.  On  that  morn- 
platform  covered  with  filk,  between  ing  the  ambaffador  and  gentlemen 
two  Chinefe  and  two  Tartar  man-  of  the  embaffy  went  before  day-  • 
darins  of  ftate.  A  chair  was  brought  light,  as  was  announced  to  be  pro- 
for  the  Englifh'  minifter.  The  Co-‘  per,  to  the  garden  of  the  palace  of 
lao  demanded  the  objeft  of  the  Zhe-hol.  In  the  middle  of  the  garw 
Englifn  eiYibaffV,  which  demand  was  den  was  a  fpacious  and  magnificent  • 
cafiiy  fatisfied  'by  delivering  to'  him  tent,-  fu-pported  by  gilded,  or painGli 
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td  and  varnifhed  pillars.  The  can¬ 
vas  of  which  it  was  compofed  did 
not  follow  the  obliquity  of  the  cords 
along  their  whole  length  to  the  pegs 
fattened  in  the  ground  ;  but  about 
midway  was  buffered  to  hang  per¬ 
pendicularly  down,  while  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  canvas  conftituted 
the  roof.  Within  the  tent  was 
placed  a  throne,  fuch  as  has  been 
defcribed  in  a  former  chapter,  with 
windows  in  the  tides  of  the  tent,  to 
throw  light  particularly  upon  that 
part  of  it.  Oppotile  to  the  throne 
■was  a  wide  opening,  from  whence  a 
yellow'  dy  tent  projected  to  a  conti- 
derable  diftance.  The  furniture  of 
of  the  tent  was  elegant,  without 
glitter  or  affected  embellifhments. 
Several  fmall  round  tents  were 
pitched  in  front,  and  one  of  an  ob- 
Jong  form  immediately  behind. 
The  latter  was  intended  for  the 
Emperor,  in  cafe  he  fhould  choofe 
to  retire  to  it  from  his  throne.  It 
had  a  fopha  or  bed  at  one  extremi¬ 
ty.  The  remainder  was  adorned 
with  a  variety  of  mufquets  and  fa- 
bres,  European  and  Ahatic.  Of 
the  fmall  tents  in  front,  one  was  for 
the  ufe  of  the  embaily  while  it  was 
jn  waiting  for  the  Emperor,  Some 
;of  the  others  were  deffined,  in  the 
fame  manner,  for  the  feveral  tribu¬ 
tary  princes  of  Tartary,  and  dele¬ 
gates  from  other  tributary  ftates, 
who  were  affembied  at  Zhe-hol  on 
the  occafion  of  the  Emperor’s  birth¬ 
day  ;  and  who  attended,  on  this 
day,  to  grace  the  reception  of  the 
Englifh  ambafiador.  Some  tents  al- 
fo  wrere  intended  for  the  male 
branches  of  the  Emperor’s  family, 
and  the  principal  officers  of  hate. 
In  the  great  tent,  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  was  to  receive-,  feated  on  his 
throne,  as  a  particular  diftinffiion, 
the  delegate  from  the  King  of  Great 
Britain.  , 


OF  BOOKS. 

Soon  after  day-light  the  found  of 
feveral  inftruments,  and  the  cor.fv.f- 
ed  voices  of  men  at  a  'diffance,  an¬ 
nounced  the  Emperor’s  approach; 
He  foon  appeared  from  behind  a 
high  and  perpendicular  mountain, 
ikirted  with  trees,  as  if  from  \  fa- 
cred  grove,  preceded  by  a  number 
of  perfons  bufied  in  proclaiming 
aloud  his  virtues  and  his  power. 
He  was  feated  in  a  fort  of  open 
chair,  or  triumphal  car,  borne  by 
fixteen  men ;  and  was  accompanied 
and  followed  bv  guards,  officers  of 
the  houfehold,  high  dag  and  um¬ 
brella  bearers,  and  mu  lie.  Elis  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  tent  of  audience  is 
delineated  in  the  25  th  plate  of  the 
folio  volume.  He  was  clad  in  plain 
dark  filk,  with  a  velvet  bonnet,  in 
form  not  much  different  from  the 
bonnet  of  Scotch  Highlanders ;  on 
the  front  of  it  was  placed  a  large 
pearl,  uffiich  was  the  only  jewel  or  ’ 
ornament  he  appeared  to  have  about 
him. 

On  his  entrance  into  the  tent  he 
mounted  immediately  the  throne  by  ' 
the  front  fteps,  confecrated  to  his 
ufe  alone.  Ho-choong-taung,  and 
two  of  the  principal  perfons  "of  his 
houfehold,  were  clofe  to  him,  and 
always  fpoke  to  him  upon  their 
knees.  The  princes  of  his  family, 
the  tributaries  and  great  officers  of 
ftate  being  already  arranged  in  their 
refpedlive  places  in  the  tent,  the 
prefident  of  the  tribunal  of  rites 
conducted  the  Ambafiador,  who  was 
attended  by  his  page  and  Chinefe 
interpreter,  and  accompanied  by 
the  Mmifter  Plenipotentiary,  near 
to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  on  the 
left  hand  fide,  which,  according  to 
the  ufages  of  China,  fo  often’the 
reverfe  of  thofe  of  Europe,  is  ac- ' 
counted  the  place  of  honour.  The 
other  gentlemen  of  the  embafly,- 
together  with  a  great  number  of 

man  da- 
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mandarins  and  officers  of  inferior 
dignity,  {food  at  the  great  opening 
of  the  tent,  from  whence  molt  of 
the  ceremonies  thal  palled  within 
could  be  obferved. 

His  Excellency  was  habited  in  a 
richly  embroidered  fuit  of  velvet, 
adorned  with  a  diamond  badge  and 
liar,  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath.  Over 
the  fuit  he  wore  a  long  mantle  of 
the  fame  order,  fufficiently  ample 
to  cover  the  limbs  of  the  wearer. 
An  attention  to  Chinefe  ideas  and 
manners,  rendered  the  choice  in 
drets  of  fome  importance  ;  and  ac¬ 
counts  for  this  mention  of  it.  The 
particular  regard,  in  every  indance, 
paid  by  that  nation  to  exterior  ap¬ 
pearances,  affedds  even  the  fyftem 
of  their  apparel,  which  is  calculated 
to  infpire  gravity  and  referve.  For 
this  pnrpofe,  they  ufe  forms  the 
mo  ft  diftant  from  thofe  which  dif- 
cover  the  naked  figure.  Indeed, 
among  the  mold  favage  people,  few 
or  none  are  to  be  found  to  whom 
ail  interior  fentiment,  unconnected 
with  any  caution  again!!  inclemen¬ 
cy  of  weather,  does  not  fugged:  the 
propriety  of  covering  feme  portion 
of  the  human  frame.  This  fenti- 
ment,  to  which  is  given  the  name 
of  decency,  as  pointing  out  what  is 
becoming  to  do,  in  creates  generally 
with  the  progrefs  of  civilization  and 
refinement;  and  is  carried  nowhere 
perhaps  fo  far  as  among  the  Chi¬ 
nefe,  who  hide,  for  the  mod  part  in 
their  loofe  and  flowing  robes,  the 
bulk  and  form  of  their  limbs.  In 
this  relpedd  there  is  fcarcely  any 
difference  between  the  d redes  of 
the  two  fexes.  Even  the  imitation 
by  art  of  the  human  figure,  either 
naked  or  covered  only  with  fuch 
vedments  as  follow  and  difplay  the 
contour  of  the  bodv,  is  offend ve  to 
Chinefe  delicacy  :  a  delicacy  which 
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has  retarded  the  progrefs  of  paint¬ 
ing  and  fculptnre,  as  far  at  lead  as 
relates  to  fuch  fubjedds  in  that  coun¬ 
try.  It  has  alfo  led  to  the  obliga¬ 
tion  impofed  upon  the  mifllbnaries 
to  adopt  the  drefs  of  the  natives,  as 
being  more  chade  and  decent  than 
the  clofe  and  fhort  clothes  of  mo¬ 
dern  Europe. 

The  broad  mantle  which,  as  a 
Knight  of  the  Bath,  the  Ambaflador 
was  entitled  to  wear,  was  fomewhat 
upon  the  plan  of  drefs  mod  pleaf- 
ing  to  the  Chinefe.  Upon  the 
lame  principle,  the  Minider  Pleni¬ 
potentiary,  who  being  an  Honorary 
Doddor  of  Laws  of  the  Univerfity 
of  Oxford,  wore  the  fcarlet  gown 
of  that  degree,  which  happened  al¬ 
fo  to  be  fuitable  in  a  government 
where  degrees  in  learning  lead  to 
every  kind  of  political  fituation. 
The  Ambaflador,  indrudded  by  the 
prefident  of  the  tribunal  of  rites, 
held  the  large  and  magnificent  fquare 
box  of  gold,  adorned  with  jewels, 
in  which  was  inclofed  his  Majefly’s 
letter  to  the  Emperor,  between  both 
bends  lifted  above  his  head  ;  and  in 
that  manner  afcended  the  few  deps 
that  led  to  the  throne,  and  bending 
on  one  knee,  prefen  ted  the  box, 
with  a  fhort  addrefs,  to  his  Impe¬ 
rial  Majedy ;  who,  graciouffy  re¬ 
ceiving  the  fame  with  his  own 
hands,  placed  it  by  his  fide,  and  ex- 
pvefied  the  fatisfadtion  he  felt  at 
the  tedimoiiy  which  his  Britannic 
Majedy  gave  to  him  of  his  edeem 
and  good-will,  in  fending  him  an 
embafly,  with  a  letter,  and  rare  pre- 
fents ;  that  he,  on  his  part,  enter¬ 
tained  fentiments  of  the  fame  kind 
towards  the  fovereign  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  hoped  that  harmony  diould 
always  be  maintained  among  their 
refpeddive  fubjedds. 

This  mode  of  reception  of  the 

repre- 
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representative  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  was  confidered  by  the  Chi- 
nefe  court  as  particularly  honoura¬ 
ble  and  diftinguifhed :  ambafladors 
being  feldom  received  by  the  Em¬ 
peror  on  his  throne,  or  their  cre¬ 
dentials  delivered  by  them  into  his 
own  hands,  but  into  that  of  one  of 
his  courtiers.  Thefe  diftindlions, 
fo  little  material  in  themfelves, 
were  however  underflood  by  this 
refined  people  as  fignificant  of  a 
change  in  the  opinions  of  their  go¬ 
vernment  in  refpedl  to  the  Englifh ; 
and  made  a  favourable  imprefiion 
on  their  minds. 

His  Imperial  Majefly,  after  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  converfation  with  the  am- 
baflador^  gave,  as  the  firfl  prefent 
from  him  to  his  Imperial  Majefly,  a 
gem,  or  precious  flone,  as  it  was 
called  by  theChinefe,  and  account¬ 
ed  by  them  of  high  value.  It  was 
upwards  of  a  foot  in  length,  and 
curioufly  carved  into  a  form  in¬ 
tended  to  refemble  a  fceptre, 
fuch  as  is  always  placed  on  the 
Imperial  throne,  and  confidered 
as  emblematic  of  profperity  and 
peace. 

The  Chinefe  etiquette  requiring 
that  ambaffadors  fliould,  befides  the 
prefents  brought  in  the  name  of  the 
fovereign,  offer  others  on  their  own 
part,  his  Excellency  and  the  Minis¬ 
ter,  or,  as  the  Chinefe  called  him, 
inferior  ambaffador,  refpedl  fully 
prefented  theirs  ;  which  his  Impe¬ 
rial  Majefly  condefcended  to  re¬ 
ceive,  and  gave  in  return  others  to 
them.  Thole  prefents  were  pro¬ 
bably,  on  both  ffdes,  lefs  valuable 
in  the  eftimation  of  the  receivers 
than  in  that  of  the  donors  ;  but 
were  mutually  acceptable,  upon  the 
corifideration  of  being  tokens  of 
refpedl  cm  the  one  part,  and  of  fa¬ 
vour  and  good-will  upon  the  other. 

During  the  ceremonies,  his  Inf- 
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penal  Majefly  appeared  perfedlly 
unreferved,  cheerful,  and  unaffect¬ 
ed. — The  frontifpiece  to  the  firfl 
volume  of  this  work,  is  a  portrait; 
of  him,  from  a  drawing  by  Mr, 
Alexander,  one  of  the  draughtfmea 
to  the  embaffv.  It  was  made  urn- 

J 

der  unfavourable  circumffances ; 
yet  the  perfon,  drefs,  and  manner, 
are  perfedlly  like  the  original;  but 
the  features  of  the  face,  which  were 
taken  by  Health,  and  at  a  glance, 
bear  a  lefs  ftrong  refemblance.  This, 
of  all  the  drawings  made  by  Mr, 
Alexander  throughout  the  route, 
the  gentlemen  of  the.  embaffv,  who 
had  an  opportunity  of  comparing 
them  with  the  originals,  thought 
the  only  one  which  was  defective. 
To  the  facility  and.  truth  with  which 
he  caught  with  his  pencil  the  moil 
firiking  objedls,  and  coftume  of  the 
country,  as  the  embafiy  palled  ra¬ 
pidly  along,  this  work  is  principally 
indebted  for  the  ornamental  part  of 
it,  in  which  every  plate  is  a  faithful 
copy  after  nature. 

To  render  the  portrait  of  his  Im¬ 
perial  Majefly  more  corredl,  it  might 
have  been  proper  to  draw  the  eye 
more  full  and  clear,  and  the  coun¬ 
tenance  more  open'  and  cheerful. 
Such  at  leaf!  it  was  during  the,  in¬ 
terview  with  the  Ambaffador,  which 
was  lengthened  by  interpreting 
whatever  was  laid  by  either  party. 

Elis  Imperial  Majefly,  adverting 
to  the  inconvenience  anting  from 
fuch  a  circumflance,  inquired  from 
Ho  -  choong  -  taung,  whether  any 
perfon  of  the  embafiy  underflood 
the  Chinefe  language;  and  being 
informed  that  the  ambaffador  spage,- 
a  boy  then  in  his  thirteenth  year, 
had  alone  made  foine  proficiency 
in  it,  the  Emperor  had  the  curiofity 
to  have  the  youth  brought  up  to  the 
throne,  and  defired  him  to  fpeak 
‘’Chinefe.'  Either ’what  he  faid,  or 

his 
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hisnaodeft  countenance,  or  manner, 
was  fo  pleating  to  bis  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty,  that  he  took  from  Jhis  girdle  a 
purfe,  hanging  from  it  for  hold¬ 
ing  areca  nut,  and  prefentea  it  to 
him. 

Throughout  the  day,  the  Empe¬ 
ror’s  attention  to  his  European 
yuefts  did  not  abate.  A  banquet 
‘being  f'erved,  he  fent  to  them  feve- 
ral  difhes  from  his  own  table.  Soon 
after  the  Ambaiiador’s  return,  he 
received  from  the  Emperor  pre¬ 
sents  of  iilks,  porcelaine,  and  tea, 
for  himfelf  and  all  the  gentlemen 
of  his  fuite.  The  next  example  of 
civfiity  was  an  invitation  to  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  and  his  fuite  to  fee  the 
pleasure -grounds  of  Zne-hol.  The 
appointment  of  any  courtier  of 
rank  to  attend  the  Am  ballad  or  in 
his  tour  might  have  appeared  a  fuf- 
ficient  honour  :  but  his  Excellency 
was  not  a  little  furprifed  when  he 
found  that  the  prime  minifter  him¬ 
felf  had  been  ordered  to  give  up 
fo  me  portion  of  his  time  from  the 
calls  of  government,  to  accompany 
a  ftranger  in  a  tour  of  pleafure  and 
curiofity.  The  grounds  of  Zhe- 
hol  included  the  utmoft  variety  of 
furface  ;  fome  parts  bearing  the 
hardy  oaks  of  northern  hills,  and 
others  the  tender  plants  of  fouthern 
vallies.  The  whole  feemed  calcu¬ 
lated  to  exhibit  the  '(hiking  contrail 
of  rugged  wildnefs  and  cultivated 
foftnefs.” 

The  return  of  the  embally  is  faid 
to  have  been  haftened  by  the  delire 
of  bringing  fafe  from  China,  under 
convoy  of  the  Lion,  the  fleet  of  In- 
diamen,  which  was  endangered  by 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with 
the  French  Republic.  With  this 
purpofe,  the  following  observations, 
fuggefted  by  a  friendly  perfon  who 
was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the. 
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court  of  Pekin,  powerfully  co-ope¬ 
rated. 

“  The  Chinefe  had  no  other  idea 
of  an  embally  than  that  of  a  vifit 
with  prefents  on  fome  folemn  fes¬ 
tival,  and  to  lafl  only  during  the 
continuance  of  the  latter  ;  that  ac¬ 
cordingly,  of  the  many  em  baffles 
fent  to  them  in  the  paft  and  prefent 
century,  none  of  them  were  buffer¬ 
ed  to  pafs  that  period ;  that  in  the 
prefent  reign  the  ambaffador  of  the 
Portugueze,  the  moft  favoured  na¬ 
tion,  was  (lifmiiled  in  thirty-nine 
days  ;  that  the  Chinefe  had  little 
notion  of  entering  into  treaties  with 
foreign  countries ;  but  whatever  bu- 
finefs  it  might  be  defirable  to  tranl- 
a£t  with  them,  muff,  after  a  favour¬ 
able  foundation  for  it,  laid  by  the 
compliment  of  an  embally,  be  af¬ 
terwards  profecuted  to  effect  by 
flow  degrees  ;  for  that  much  might 
be  obtained  from  them  by  time  and 
management,  but  nothing  fudden- 
ly.  That  it  v/as  true  the  oppref- 
fions  by  the  inferior  officers  and 
others  who  had  to  deal  with  ftrang- 
ers  at  Canton,  had  been  augment¬ 
ing  gradually;  and,  unlefs  curbed 
by  power,  muff  in  the  courfe  of 
time  become  fo  heavy,  as  to  leave 
no  alternative  but  that  of  giving  up 
the  trade  entirely,  or  of  fending  at 
lair  an  embaffy  to  remonftrate  againff 
them ;  that  the  fooner,  therefore,  if 
had  been  undertaken,  the  better ; 
that  had  the  prefent  arrived  fooner, 
and  before  the  troubles  in  France- 
had  indifpofed  the  Chinefe  miniftry 
and  tribunals  ag.  ainft  the  fm  all  eft 

O  . 

innovation,  it  would  have  had  few¬ 
er  difficulties  to  encounter  in  the 
outfet ;  but  that  the  prefent  mil¬ 
lion  had  made  fuch  an  impreffion 
throughout  the  empire,  as  mult  lead 
to  beneficial  confequences  in  favour 
Of  the  Englilhj  notwithstanding  any 

momentary 
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momentary  obftrmftions ;  and  that 
he  n  cefor ward  the  oppreffions  would 

leaft  be  at  a  {land  :  that  fuch  was 
the  nature  and  practice  of  the  Chi- 
nefe  government,  that  however  ad- 
verfe  in  the  beginning;  to  any  new 
proportions,  left  it  fhould  be  fur* 
prized  into  an  undue  concefiion  or 
improper  regulation,  the  fame  mat¬ 
ters  might  be  brought  again,  when 
the  offenfive  novelty  of  the  idea  was 
over,  into  a  more  ferious  and  dif- 
paffionate  confideration ;  that  this 
event  night  be  accelerated  by  the 
'means  of  letters  fent  from  one  fo- 
vereign  to  the  other  by  the  annual 
imps,  which  might  be  done  with¬ 
out  impropriety,  now  that  the  com¬ 
munication  had  been  opened  be¬ 
tween  them  in  a  fit  manner.  He 
concluded  by  advifing  againft  per- 
fifting  to  continue  any  longer  at 
Pekin.” 

The  embafiy  returned  to  England 
on  the  6th  of  September,  1794,  hav¬ 
ing  been  abfenf  juft  two  years.  Of 
this  fpace  of  time,  upwards  of  five 
months  were  fpent  in  China;  in 
which  country,  from  Zhe-hol  to 
Canton,  they  travelled  on  their  re¬ 
turn  chiefly  by  canals,  nearly  thro’ 
twenty  degrees  of  latitude. 

The  feventh  chapter  contains  an 
account  of  the  refidence  of  the  em- 
baffy  at  Canton  and  Macao;  and  it 
may  be  confidered  as  the  laft  that 
properly  appertains  to  China,  fince 
the  eighth  is  entirely  employed  in 
defcribing  the  return  homeward. 

The  firft  volume  is  embellifhed 
with  feven  engravings ;  and  the  fe- 
cond  with  twenty-eight;  bearing  a 
reference  chiefly  to  the  arts,  man¬ 
ners,  and  mythology  of  the  Chi¬ 
ne  fe.  There  is  alfo  a  folio  volume 
of  plates  accompanying  the  text, 
which  are  fortv-four  in  number: 
reprefenting,  befides  fimilar  lubjefts 
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with  thofe  exhibited  by  the  other 
engravings,  charts  of  the  coafts  and 
ifiands  of  China,  with  tracks  of  the 
ftiips  from  England,  and  various 
views  of  the  interior  country  thro* 
which  the  embafiy  was  conducted,. 
Three  of  them  peculiarly  attra6fed 
our  attention  the  tower  of  the 
thundering  winds,  on  the  borders  of 
the  lake  See-Boo  :  the  great  wall 
of  China,  near  the  pafs  of  Cou-pe- 
koo ;  of  which  wall  the  mafonry 
and  brick-work  in  the  towers  alone 
exceed  in  quantity  thofe  of  all  Lon¬ 
don  :  and  thirdly,  the  fcoop-wheel 
of  China,  for  lifting  water  on  the 
banks  of  rivers,  for  agricultural  pur- 
pofes.  Thefe  wheels,  which  are 
very  common  in  the  fouthern  pro¬ 
vinces,  are  made  entirely  of  bam¬ 
boo,  are  putlogether  without  a  naiif 
and  are  from  fifteen  to  forty  feet  in 
diameter.  A  wheel  forty  feet  in 
diameter  will  lift,  in  the  courfe  df 
twenty-four  hours,  nearly,  feventy 
thoufand  gallons  of  water. 

The  volumes  want  an  alphabeti¬ 
cal  index. 


An  Account  of  Roman  Antiquities  dlfco - 
vered  at  Woodchejler ,  near  M Inching-' 
Hampton ,  in  the  County  of  Glouceflet . 
By  Samuel  Iyfons ,  F.  R.  S.  and  A.  S. 
Folio .  Price  10  Guineas.  1797. 

A  WANT  of  fuch  magnificent 
remains  of  Roman  arts  as 
thofe  which  enrich  the  fouthern 
regions  of  Europe,  has  confined,  in 
too  great  a  degree,  the  refearches  of 
the  Englifii  antiquary  to  the  much 
lefs  interefting  productions  of  the 
darker  age  ;  and  though  far  from 
depreciating  what  is  generally,  tho* 
improperly,  called  Gothic  architec¬ 
ture,  yet,  from  an  afibciation  of  ideas 
connected  with  the  grandeur  of  the  ' 
*  G  g  Roman 
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Roman  name,  we  are  irreflftibly  led 
to  contemplate  the  works  of  thofe 
matters  of  the  world  with  greater 
euriofity  and  fatisfadlion  than  can 
be  excited  by  the  more  modern  fa- 
.brics  of  monkiih  ingenuity.  Am- 

d)  j 

phitheatres,  .aqueducts,  temples,  and 
triumphal  arches,  in  all  probability 
decorated  this  ifland,  as  well  as  ma¬ 
ny  other  of  the  conquered  provin¬ 
ces;  and  we  have  only  to  lament 
that  they  no  longer  exitt  to  claim 
our  refpedt,  and  excite  our  admira¬ 
tion.  There  have  not  hitherto  been 
difeovered  more  perfect  traces  of  a 
Roman  dwelling  than  this  fplendid 
.volume  affords ;  and  the  public  are 
indebted  to  Mr.  Lyfons  for  the  ac¬ 
curacy  and  induttry  of  his  invetti- 
.gation,  as  well  as  for  the  peculiar 
excellence  of  the  plates  which  con- 
ttitute  the  moft  important  part  of 
the  book,  and  which  were  chiefly 
executed  by  himfelf  from  the  plans 
he  had  made  on  the  fpot.  The 
work  con fnls  of  a  map  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Rations.,  roads,  and  buildings, 
within  fifteen  miles  of  Woodchef- 
ter, — three  views  of  Woodchefter 
and  the  adjacent  country,  —  two 
.plans  , of  the  Roman  building  difeo¬ 
vered  at  Woodchefter,  —  fifteen 
coloured  plates,  or  fac  fi miles  of  the 
Mofaic  pavements, — three  plates  of 
plans  and  fedtions  of  flues  and  hy- 
pocautts  for  warming  the  different 
apartments, — three  plates,  contain¬ 
ing  a  view  and  plans  and  fedtions  of 
the  fubftrudture  -of  a  laconcium,  or 
fweaiing-room,  of  Angular  ccnttruc- 
tion  and  perfedt  preservation, — 
eight  plates  of  fragments  of  co¬ 
lumns,  ftucco,  pottery,  and  various 
uienttls  found  among  the  ruins,  — = 
four  plates  of  fragments  of  ttnall 
ttatues  of  Parian  marble,  found  in 
the  fame  place  ;  —  and  forne  of 
>vhich  carry  the  appearance  of  hav¬ 


ing  been  of  Grecian  workmanship* 
■ — The  moft  important  of  thefe  re¬ 
mains  are  the  Mofaic  pavements, 
which  are  well  p refer ved*  It  is  a 
difficult  talk  for  us  to  give  an  ade¬ 
quate  idea  of  a  work  which,  to  be 
properly  appreciated,  requires  to  be 
feen: — the  letter-prefs  is  judiciouf- 
ly  confined  to  little  more  than  is  ef- 
fentially  neceflary  to  ferve  as  an  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  plates  5  but  the  au¬ 
thor  has  introduced  into  his  notes 
a  variety  of  c  la  fli  ca  1  i  1 1 11  ft  r  a  lions  f r  o  m 
Vitruvius,  Pliny,  and  other  writers, 
which  fliew  Mr.  Lyfons ’s  extenttve 
knowledge  of  whatever  is  connect¬ 
ed  with  his  fubjedt;  and  at  the  fame 
time  convey  to  the  readers  much 
general  information  on  the  fubjedt 
of  Roman  Architecture  ;  and  for  the 
prefent  credit  of  the  country,  it  may 
with  truth  be  aflerted  that  no  fimi- 
lar  remains  on  the  Continent  have 
been  more  faithfully  or  more  ele¬ 
gantly  delineafed.  A  French  tranf- 
lation  of  his  defeription  is  added  by 
Mr.  Lyfons  :■ — and  a  work  that  does 
fo  much  honour  to  our  national 
tatte  and  fpirit,  will,  we  doubt  not, 
be  fufficienily  applauded  bv  the 
artitts  and  virtuott  of  other  coun¬ 
tries. 


1  he  State  of  the  P oor ,  or  an  Hifloy  of  the 
Labouring  Claffes  in  England,  from  the 
■Conqueji  to  the  jirefent  Period ;  in  which 
are  particularly  cmjldered  their  Domef- 
tic  Economy  with  reffcci  to  Diet ,  Drefs , 
Fuel,  and.  Habitation  ;  and  the  various 
Plans  which,,  from  time  to  time ,  have 
been  propofed  and  adopted  for  the  Re¬ 
lief  of  the  Poor ;  together  with  Parochial 
Reports  relative  to  the  Adminifiration 
of  Iff orkhonfes ,  and  Houfes  of  l nd fif  ¬ 
ty  ;  the  State  of  f  riendly  Societies  and 
other  Public  Inf  hut  ions  in  feveral 
Agricultural ,  Commercial,  and  Ma- 

nifa  during 
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fmfail-urmg  DijlriBs ;  with  a  large 
Appendix ,  containing  a  Comparative 
mid  Chronological  Table  of  the  Prices 
of  Labour ,  of  Provifons7  and  of  other 
Commodities ;  an  Account  of  the  Poor 
in  Scotland ;  and  many  original  Docu¬ 
ments  on  Subjects  of  National  Import¬ 
ance ,  by  Sir  Frederic  Morton  Eden , 
Bart „  in  three  volumes  4to.  London. 
1797.  '  "•  * 

OF  this  excellent  and  inter, ed- 
ing  publication,  we  are  forrv 
our  narrow  limits  will  not  permit 
us  to  give  fuch  a  detailed  account 
as  the  magnitude  and  importance 
of  the  fubjeft  juftly  demands..  Sir 
Frederic  Eden,  in  the  work  before 
ns,  prefeats  fuch  variety  of  ufeful 
information,  in  fo  elegant  and  per¬ 
spicuous  a  manner,  as  to  blend 
amufement*  with  indruction,  and  to 
throw  much  additional  light  on  a 
fubjedt  fo  highly  interfiling,  as 
well  to  the  hiftorian,  the  moralid, 
and  the  ftatefman,  as  to  every  fin- 
cere  friend  and  well -wither  to  the 
profperity  and  happinefs  of  this 
country. 

The  plan  and  nature  of  the  book, 
•and  its  general  object,  will  be  beft 
collected  from  the  words  of.  the  au¬ 
thor,  in  his  preface,  which  he  be¬ 
gins  by  obferving,  that 

“  The  difficulties  which  the  la- 
.  touring  clafies  experienced  from 
the  high  price  of  grain,  and  of  pro- 
vifions  in  general,  as  well  as  of 
clothing  and  fuel,  during  the. years 
1794  and  1795,  induced  me,  from 
motives  both  of  benevolence  and 
perfonal  curiofity,  to  inveiiigate 
their  condition  in  various  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  As  I  advanced  in 
my  enquiries.,  the  fubject  became  fo 
interefting,  that  I  perfuaded  mvfelf 
the  refult  would  be  acceptable  to 
the  public,  if  I  fhoukl  be  able  to 
Vox.  XXXIX. 
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lay  before  them  accurate  details  re- 
fpe  fling  the  prefent  {late  of  the  la* 
bouring  part  of  the  community,  as 
well  as  the  aflual  poor.  To  colleft 
them,  however,  to  any'  good  pur- 
pofe  (though  to  thofe  who  have 
given  fuch  an  undertaking,  but  a 
luperficial  confideration,  it  may 
perhaps  feem  nothing  more  than 
the  dating  clearly,  plain,  and  ob¬ 
vious  matters  of  faft)  was  by  no 
means  eafy.  Private  opinion  and 
paffions  will,  in  fpite  of  us  all,  too 
often  interfere,  and  bias  and  influ¬ 
ence  the  mod  honed  and  intelligent 
mind  in  their  judgments  refpefting 
even  matters  of  fact.  Aware  of 
this,  I  have  myfelf  actually  vifited 
feveral  paridies,  and  procured  on. 
the  fpot  (from  perfons  the  lead 
likely  to  be  misinformed,  or  to -naif- 
lead)  the  fubdance  of  feveral  of  the 
reports  recorded  ■  in  the  entiling 
pages.  But  as  it  was  imppffible 
that  an  individual  (engaged  in  pro- 
feilional  avocations)  fliouid  find  lei- 
fure  himfeif  to  vifit  as  many  dif- 
irifts  as  were  necefiarv  to  form  a 
complete  view  of  the  1. object,  I  was 
happy  to  find  it  in  my  power  to 
prevail  on  a  few  refpeflable  clergy¬ 
men  and  others  to  favour  me  with 
many  accurate,  and  I  trud  valuable 
communications.  To  other  paridies 
and  didrifts  not  thus  acceffible  to 
me,  I  fent  a  remarkably  faithful, 
and  intelligent  perfon,  who  has 
fpent  more  than  a  year  in  travelling 
from  place  to  place,  for  the  expreis 
purpofe  of  obtaining  ex  aft  infor¬ 
mation,  agreeably  to  a  fet  of  que¬ 
ries  with  which  I  furnifhed  him ; 
and  that  my  objeft  in  indiluting 
thefe  inquiries,  as  well  as  the  pro- 
grefs  I  have  made  in  .accompli thing 
it,  may  be  more  obvious  to  the 
reader,  a  copy  of  thefe  queries  is 
here  fubjoined.” 

H  h 
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ParJIi  of  — — 

Extent  and  population? 

Number  of  houfes  that  pay  the 
houfe  or  window  tax,  diftinguifh- 
,  ing  double  tenements  ? 

Number  of  houfes  exempted  ? 
Occupations  of  parifhioners,  and 
whether  in  agriculture,  commerce, 
or  manufactures  ? 

What  manufactures  ? 

Price  of  provifions? 

Wages  of  labour? 

Rent  of  land,  and  land-tax  on 
the  net  rental  ? 

What  feet  of  religion? 

Tithes,  how  taken  ? 

Number  of  inns,  or  alehoufes? 
Farms  large  or  fmall  ?  What  is 
the  molt  ufeful  tenure?  Principal 
articles  of  cultivation  ? 

Commons  ^nd  watte  lands  ? 
Number  of  acres  inclofed  (if  ea- 
iily  obtainable)  in  any  of  the  latt 
40  years  ?  , 

How  are  the  poor  maintained  ? 
by  farming  them  ?  in  houfes  of  in- 
iiuttry  ?  or  otherwife  ? 

Houfes  of  induftry  (if  any)  their 
.Rate,  numbers  therein,  annual  mor¬ 
tality,  diet,  expences  and  profit 
iince  their  ettablifhment?  baptifms, 
burials,  and  marriages  (diflirtguifh- 
jng  the  fex)  and  of  the  poor’s  rates 
(diftinguiftiing  the  net  fum  expend¬ 
ed  on  the  poortince  the  year  1680) 
from  the  parith  books  ? 

Number  and  Rate  of  friendly  fo- 
cieties  ? 

Plow  many  of  them  have  had 
their  rules  confirmed  by  magis¬ 
trates  ? 

Ufual  diet  of  labourers  ? 

Earnings  and  expences  of  a  la¬ 
bourer’s  family  for  a  year  ;  diftin¬ 
guithing  the  number  and  ages  of 
the  family,  and  the  price  and  quan¬ 
tity  of  their  articles  of  .confump- 
tion  ? 
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Mifcellaneous  observations. 

Sir  F.  Eden,  after  giving  at  tome 
length  his  reafons  for  propofing  the 
preceding  queries, makes  the  follow¬ 
ing  apology  for  not  enlarging  their 
number. 

44  It  may  pofiibly  yet  be  afked,  why 
the  queries  have  been  fo  few  ?  and 
why  they  did  not  alfo  comprehend 
other  parochial  concerns,  no  lefs 
interefting  than  births,  burials,  and 
poor’s  rates?  Had  the  author  un¬ 
dertaken  the  hiftory  of  a  fingle  pa- 
rifh,  omiffions  refpeeting  its  natural 
hiftory,  its  antiquities,  or  its  agri¬ 
culture,  would  have  been  inexcuf- 
able:  but  when  it  is  confidered 
that  the  objeCt  of  this  work  was  to 
trace  the  progrefs  of  the  poor  laws, 
and  to  examine  the  condition  of 
thofe  principally  concerned  in 
them,  it  will  be  obvious  that  a  mi¬ 
nute  attention  to  particular  places, 
purfued  with  more  time,  more  la¬ 
bour,  and  more  expence,  muff 
have  incapacitated  him  from  exhi¬ 
biting  a  general  view  of  the  fub- 
jeCt.  The  reader  will,  therefore, 
have  the  candour  to  confider  each 
part  in  the  proportion,  only,  which 
it  bears  to  the  whole ;  nor  will  he 
expect  that  the  outlines  of  a  gene'- 
ral  map  of  the  country  can  admit 
of  the  colouring  of  a  miniature  pic¬ 
ture.  Much,  no  doubt,  may  have 
been  omitted,  that  bears  on  the 
prefent  lubjeft;  but  in  literature, 
as  well  as  in  manufactures  (and  the 
author  might  have  added  in  agricul¬ 
ture)  divifion  of  labour  is  to  be  at¬ 
tended  to.  He  who  wifhes  either 
to  acquire  '  or  to  communicate 
ufeful  knowledge,  will  only  culti¬ 
vate  a  corner  of  the  field.  ” 

It  is  obvious  that  anfwers  to 
queftions  on  the  various  branches 
of  political  oeconomy,  inveftigated 
in  this  workj  will  naturally  lead  to 

many 
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fe&hy  important  obfervations,  and 
many  practical  concluftons :  the 
author  however  adds, 

“  I  have  purpofely,  and  almoft 
wholly,  abftained  from  drawing 
concluftons  from  the  faCts  *  here 
prefented  to  the  public*  To  offer 
detailed  plans  of  reform  in  that 
branch  of  political  economy  which 
concerns  the  poor,  much  exceeds 
my  abilities;  nor  am  I  inclined  to 
enter  the  lifts  in  which  I  ihould 
find  fo  many  competitors.  I  fhall 
therefore  purfue  a  very  different 
method  from  that  ufually  followed 
by  writers  on  the  poor ;  who  vo¬ 
luntarily  impofe  upon ,  themfelves 
the  talk,  fo  much  and  fo  juftly  com 
plained  of  by  the  Ifraelites,  of 
making  bricks  without  draw  ;  and 
raife  their  fpecious  fyftems,  with¬ 
out  well  authenticated  faCts  to  fup- 
port  them.  The  edifice  of  politi¬ 
cal  knowledge  cannot  be  reared 
without  its  u  hewers  of  hone”  and 
6i  drawers  of  water.”  I  am  con¬ 
tent  to  work  among  them:  and, 
\vhiift  others  prefer  (and  there  ne¬ 
ver  will  be  wanting  many  who  will 
prefer)  the  more  arduous  talk  of 
architectural  decoration,  to  aflift  in 
digging  the  foundation,  or  in  drag¬ 
ging  the  rough  block  from  the 
quarry.  The  glory  of  the  builder 
may  be  more  enviable,  but  the 
drudgery  of  the  mafon  is  practical¬ 
ly  more  ufeful.  The  one  may  era- 
bellifh  the  fabric;  but  without  the 
labours  of  the  other  it  would  never 
be  reared  at  all.  The  induftrv  of 
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the  peafanf,  and  the  ingenuity  of 
the  manufacturer,  are  the  brick  and 
mortar  of  the  political  ftruCture  5 
the  raw  materials  which  the  ftatef- 
man  mutt  work  with.  He  will  al¬ 
ways  do  well  to  recolleCt,  that  the 
“  jutting  frieze”  and  the  “  Corin¬ 
thian  capital”  generally  owe  their 
ftrength  and  foliditv  to  the  lolid 
brick-work  behind  them. 

44  For  the  inelegancies  of  ftyle 
which  may  be  found  in  this  work, 

I  deem  it  unneceflary  to  make  any 
apology.  I  have  endeavoured  to 
be  plain,  fimple,  and  perfpicuous  5 
but  have  never  wafted  that  time  in 
polifhing  a  fentence,  which  I 
thought  could  be  better  employed 
in  afeertaining  a  faCt ;  and  even  in 
matters  of  faCt,thus  brought  forward, 
there  will,  I  more  than  doubt,  be 
too  often  found  fomething  to  objcCt 
to  as  inaccurate,  Errors  there  are, 
and  mult  be,  in  a  work  whofe  ob- 
jeCt  is  fo  extend ve,  and  whofe  de¬ 
tails  are  fo  circumftantial.  Even 
parliamentary  enquiries  concern¬ 
ing  the  date  of  the  poor  are  not  in¬ 
fallible. 

u  Of  the  utility  and  tendency  of 
fuch  a  work,  the  public  will  be  bet¬ 
ter  judges  than  it's  author.  I  hope, 
however,  that  I  may  be  permitted, 
without  incurring  the  imputation 
of  arrogance,  to  obferve,  that  if 
thefe  Refearches  ftiould  exhibit  in- 
creafed  ,and  increaftng  comfort  in 
the  circumftances  of  thofe  whofe 
unremitting  laboub  belt  entitles 
them  to  receive  it,  it  fhould  check 


*  I  will  not  alfert  that  my  queries  are  the  beft  calculated  even  to  acquire  the 
information  I  wanted :  “  1’art  d’interroger  n’eft  pas  fi  facile  qu’on  penfe.  C’eft 
bien  plus  l’art  des  maitres  que  des  difciples;  il  faut  avoir  deja  appris  beaucoup  de 
chofes  pour  favoir  demandcr  ce  qu’on  ne  fait  pas.  *  Le  iavant  fait,  et  s’enquiert, 
dit  un  proverbe  Indien  ;  ‘  mais  I’ignorant  ne  fait  pas-  meme  de  quoi  f’enquerir.” 
Ronjfeau  La  Bouvelk  lMoife,  iv.  lett.  5. 
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the  repinings  which  cafual  and 
temporary  calamities  have  "excited ; 
and  Ihould  convince  us,  that  na¬ 
tional  diftrefs  ex  ids  Only  in  the  mif- 
conceptions  of  the  ignorant,  or  the 
cavils  of  the  difcontented.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  the  picture  fliould  be 
a  gloomy  one,  the  difplay  of  a  de¬ 
clining  and  unprofpefous  date  of 
fpciety  will  not  be  without  its  ufe. 
To  point  ont  an  evil,  is  frequent¬ 
ly,  not  only  in  morals  but  in  poli¬ 
tics,  the  thorteft  road  to  amend¬ 
ment.  Even  where  the  calamity 
is  infurmountable,  a  knowledge  of 
the  caufes  which  render  it  fo,  are 
condoling ;  ftnce  it  may  teach  us  to 
Eear  patiently  what  we  cannot 
-cure,  and  to  difcriminate  perfectly 
between  the  errors  of  eftablifn- 
fnent  and  the  imperfections  of 
^nman  nature.” 

The  firft  volume  is  divided  into 
.two  books ;  one  of  which  treats  of 
the  poor,  from  the  Conqueft  to  the 
prefen t  period;  and  the  other  of 
national  eftablifhments  for  the 
^maintenance  of  the  poor;  of  the 
JEnglilh  poor  fyftem ;  .  propofed 
amendments ;  of  the  diet,  drefs, 
fuel,  and  habitation  of  the  labour¬ 
ing  dalles  in  Great  Britain ;  and  of 
friendly  focieties. 

After  fame  general  remarks  on 
the  importance  of  that  clafs  whofe 
condition  it  is  his  objeCt  to  invefti- 
gafce,  Sir  Frederic  Eden  enters  on 
an  enquiry  into  the  domeftic  eco¬ 
nomy  of  the  great  rnafs  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  at  the  early  periods  of  Englilh 
hiflory.  He  minutely  traces  their 
condition  under  the  different  gra¬ 
dations  of  fituation  they  have  un¬ 
dergone,  from  their  wretched  fer- 
vitude  and  oppreffion  under  the 
feudal  fyftem,  to  their  p relent  ftate 
of  amelioration  and  comparative 
-  fesppinefs. 

"  Slaving  delineated  the  origin  and 


progrefs  of  the  poor  lawTs,  and 
pointed  out  the  various  modifica¬ 
tions  of  them  which  have,  from 
time  to  time,  been  recommended 
to  the  attention  of  the  iegiftature, 
and  noticed  fuch  circumftances  re¬ 
corded  by  our  hiftorians,  as  more 
peculiarly  refer  to  the  condition 
and  circumftances  of  the  labouring 
clafles  of  the  community,  he  con¬ 
cludes  his  firft  book  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  obfervations  : 

u  Whether  the  indigent  clafteg 
at  this  day  are  more  numerous  than 
they  were  at  the  Revolution,  I  can¬ 
not  take  upon  me,  peremptorily,  to 
decide :  but  viewing  the  compara¬ 
tive  facility  with  which  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  ftate  have  in  modern 
times  been  provided  for,  and  con¬ 
necting  the  eafe  of  the  labourer 
with  the  increased  demand  for  la- 
Ixmr,  I  feel  no  difficulty  in  per- 
fuading  mytelf  that  the  beneficial 
effebls  of  national  opulence  have 
been  dirfufed  through  every  order 
of  the  ftate.-  Grateful,  indeed,  I 
.am  for  the  bleffings  which  were 
conferred  on  this  country  by  the 
Revolution  ;  and  fully  fenlible  that 
we  owe  to  the  force  of  cnaradler 
and  energetic  reiolufion,  which  dii- 
tinguiftied  our  forefathers  at  that 
interefting  period,  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  a  new  era,  in  which  the 
bounds  of  prerogative  and  liberty 
have  been  better  defined,  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  government  more  tho¬ 
roughly  examined  and  underftood, 
and  the  rights  of  the  futyebt  more 
explicitly  guarded  by  legal  provi- 
ftons,  than  in  any  other  period  of 
Engli-fh  hiftorv  ;  but  I  much  doubt 
whether  the  abilities  of  the  u  maf* 
ter-workman”  (as  Mr.  Burke  call's. 
King  William)  or  of  thofe  who 
ftrenuoufly  co-operated  with  him. 
■in  re  felling  the  nation  from  det- 
potifm^  railed  that  clafs,  whefe  mas- 
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iaboiu*  is  their  only  fupport, 
to  an  immediate  unexampled  pitch 
of  cafe  and  comfort.  They,  in¬ 
deed,  laid  the  foundations  of  future 
g-reatnefs;  but  could  not  confer 
direCtly,  on  the  humble  occupa¬ 
tions  of  the  artizan  or  hufbandman, 
thofe  domeftic  gratifications  and 
locial  enjoyments  which  can  be 
expended  only  from  flow  and  im¬ 
perceptible  improvement.  That 
they,  however,  gave  that  tone  and 
energy  t-o  the  nation  which  are  ne- 
ceffary  to  fit  them  for  induftrious 
exertion,  is  abundant  praife.  Ad¬ 
mitting,  what  feems  to  be  the  faCt, 
that  this  important  epoch  in  our 
annals  did  not  produce  any  altera¬ 
tion  in  the  conftitution ;  vet,  if  (as 
it  has  been  juftly  obferved)  M  it 
changed  the  maxims  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  which  have  everywhere  fo 
great  an  influence  on  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  governed;”  if  it  in- 
fpired  the  great  mafs  of  the  nation 
with  that  fpirit  of  thinking  and 
aCting  which  have  been  conducive 
towards  rendering  them  more  hap¬ 
py  and  independent,  the  evils  aris¬ 
ing  from  the  funding  fyftem  (which 
has  (1  think  imjuftly)  been  aferib- 
ed  to  the  policy  of  our  great  deliv¬ 
erer  and  its  adherents)  have  been 
more  than  fully  compenfated.  It 
is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  a 

J 

comparative  eftimate  of  the  re- 
fources  of  the  nation  at  the  clofe 
of  the  laft,  and  at  different  times 
in  the  prefenf,  century  ;  but  I  can¬ 
not  avoid  observing,  that,  at  no 
period  fince  the  death  of  King  Wil¬ 
liam,  has  this  country  ever  exhi- 
id  ted  thofe  alarming  fymptoms 
which  have  ever  been  thought  to 
indicate  an  enfeebled  and  declining 
induftry,  as  it  did  in  thofe  years 
immediately  fubfequent  to  the  Re¬ 
solution. 

It  is  not  an  unfair  moda  of 
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judging  of  the  earnings,  and  con* 
fequently  of  the  thriving  condition 
of  the  workman,  to  afeertain  the 
quantity  of  the  work  annually  per¬ 
formed  by  him.  —  More  work  is 
done  now  than  was  performed  at 
the  Revolution ;  and,  if  we  admit 
Dr.  Price’s  fuppofition,  that  our 
population  has  declined  fince  that 
period,  it  will  follow,  that  with 
fewer  hands  we  are  more  induftri- 
ous,  and  (if  the  comforts  of  la¬ 
bourers  depend  on  the  demand  for 
labour)  more  comfortable.  And 
the  fame  argument  will  hold  in  a 
proportionable  degree,  if  we  fup- 
pofe,  what  is  probably  the  cafe, 
that  the  population  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  though  greater  than  it  was  a 
century  ago,  has  not  kept  pace 
with  increasing  commerce  and  im¬ 
proving  manufactures. 

u  It  is  unrealonable  to  fuppofe 
that  the  effeCts  of  good  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  accumulations  aof 
induftry  are  confined  to  enrich¬ 
ing  the  monied  capitalift  and  the 
landed  proprietor;  to  fweliing  the 
emoluments  of  office,  and  increafing 
the  fplendor  of  a  devouring  me¬ 
tropolis  :  —  the  humble  ft  peafant, 
in  the  remoteft  province  of  the 
kingdom,  is  not  uninterefted  in 
that  improving  ftaie  of  fociety 
which  creates  new  wants  and  new 
dependencies:  the  cultivation  of 
the  ufeful  arts,  even  of  thofe  which 
are  not  immediately  connected 
with  his  occupation,  is  ultimately 
beneficial  to  him.  The  invigorat¬ 
ing  rays  of  commerce  and  manu¬ 
factures,  though  moft  dazzling  and 
refplendent  in  the  capital,  extend 
their  genial  influence  to  the  hamlet; 

(e  The  felf-i'ame  fun,  that  ihines  upon  th«& 
court,  '* 

Hides  not  his  vifage  from  the  cottage,  but 
Looks  on  all  alike.'’’  Shakf.  Winter  s  Taisd 

Great  and  burtheufome  as  the 
II  h  3  poor’^ 
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poor*s  rate  may  appear  at  the  pre- 
fent  time,  its  rife  has  not  kept  pace 
with  other  branches  of  national  ex¬ 
penditure,  or  even  with  our  in- 
‘creafed  ability  to  pay  it.” 

In  the  fecond  book,  Sir  F.  Eden 
proceeds  to  difeufs  the  various  ar¬ 
guments  for  national  provifion  for 
the  poor  ;  the  author  then  paffes  to 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  queftion, 
to  which  he  feemshinifelf  to  incline. 

On  feveral  topics  (particularly 
apprenticefhips)  legiflative  inter¬ 
ference  feems  to  meet  his  difappro- 
baiion,  as  will  appear  from  the  fol¬ 
low  dug  animated  pafiage : 

44  It  feems  very  problematical 
whether  a  government  ever  at¬ 
tempted  diredtly  to  regulate  the 
courfe  of  induftry  without  produ¬ 
cing  confiderable  mifehief.  The  ex¬ 
cellence  of  legiflation  may,  per¬ 
haps,  be  befl-  eftimated  according 
as  it  leaves  the  individual  exertion 
more  or  lefs  unfhackled.  It  is  this 
exertion  (and  not  the  fuperintend- 
ing  power  of  the  hate  which  is  fo 
often,  unthinkingly,  extolled  as  the 
immediate  caufe  of  focial  good,  and 
as  often  unjuftifiably  condemned 
as  the  immediate  caufe  of  focial 
evil)  which,  by  its  patient  plod¬ 
ding  labours,  erefts  the  edifice 
of  national  grandeur  :  it,  however, 
works  but  by  flow  and  impercep- 
tible  degrees ;  and,  like  the  genial 
(dew  from  heaven,  which,  drop  by 
drop,  invigorates  and  matures  all 
.vegetable  nature,  exhibits,  at  length, 
that  happy  order  of  fociety,  which 
is  fell  to  be 

- not  the  haftv  product  of  the  day, 

But  the  well- ripen’d  t'ruL  of  wife  delay.” 

Nor  dees  it  follow  from  this  that 
a  government  is  excluded  from  ac¬ 
tive  duties.-  To  prevent  the  ftrong 
from  opprefling  the  weak;  to  pfo- 
■fect  the  acquifitions  of  induftry, 

'  £nd  to  check  the  progrefs  of  vice 


and  immorality,  by  pointing  out 
and  encouraging  the  mftrudfion  of 
the  riling  generation  in  the  focial 

#o  o  #  # 

and  religious  duties;  to  maintain 
the  relations  which  commerce  has 
created  with  foreign  countries,  are 
duties  which  require  that  delegated, 
authority  fliould  be  exerted  by  pub¬ 
lic  force  and  the  vindicatory  dif- 
penfations  of  pains  and  penalties. 

44  Beyond  this,  all  interference 
of  the  ftate  in  the  condmft  and  pur- 
fuits  of  fociety,  feems  of  very 
doubtful  advantage.” 

In  chapter  ii.  of  book  2,  are 
many  original  details  concerning 
the  relative  advantages  enjoyed  by 
the  labouring  dalles  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  im¬ 
portant  articles  of  diet,  drefs,  fuel, 
and  habitation ;  and  in  his  laft 
chapter  of  the  firff  volume  we  find 
a  very  intereffing  detail  of  the  rife, 
progrefs,  and  prefent  ftate  of 
friendly  focieties,  or  benefit  clubs, 
concluding  with  the  following  ju¬ 
dicious  remarks  on  the  danger  of  par¬ 
liamentary  interference  with  them. 

44  If  any  farther  regulation  of 
them  is  attempted,  the  inclination 
of  the  labouring  claffes  to  enter  into 
them  will  be  greatly  damped,  if 
not  entirely  repreffed.  The  affs 
already  palled,  although  they  are 
known,  and  generally  underftood 
to  have  been  framed  with  the  moil 
benevolent  intentions,  and  do  really 
confer  fubftantial  benefits  on  thefe 
inhibitions,  have  created  much 
alarm.  Nay,  they  have  certainly 
annihilated  many  focieties.  At  the 
fame  time,  it  is  but  fair  to  confefs 
that  they  may  have  raifed  others. 
This,  however,  is  more  difficult  to 
afeertain.  Any  farther  favours  from 
parliament  would  irretrievably  leffen 
the  confidence  which  is  ftiil  enter¬ 
tained  by  the  members  of  moft 
benefit  clubs,  that  the  legiflature 
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srtll  not  interfere  in  controlling  cious  pro.penfity  into  an  ufeful  in- 
aflociations  which  do  not  appear,  liniment  of  economy  and  induftry, 
from  any  evidence  which  has  as  and  fee ure  to  their  members 
yet  been  laid  before  the  public,  to  (what  can  Seldom  be  purchafed  at 
be  adverfe  to  economy,  good  mo-  too  dear  a  rate)  fubfiflence  during 
rals,  or  public  tranquillity.  I  have,  fleknefs,  and  independence  in  old 
indeed,  more  than  once  heard  it  age.” 

inunuated,  That  friendly  focieties  The  whole  of  the  fecond,  and 
are  apt  to  degenerate  into  debating  nearly  a  half  of  the  third  volume, 
clubs;  and  that  convivial  meetings  are  taken  up  with  181  parochial  re- 
on  a  Saturday  might  become  the  ports,  the  refult  of  his ■_  enquiries ; 
apteft  vehicles  for  diflemin'ating  the  other  half  of  the  laft  volume 
principles  fubverfive  of  fubordina-  confifts  of  a  voluminous  appendix, 
tion  and  fubmiffion  to  the  laws  of  containing  a  great  variety  of  im- 
our  country.  I  have  alfo  heard  it  portant  and  authentic  documents, 
aflerted,  that  the  members  of  friend-  On  the  whole,  we  cannot  but  con- 
Iv  focieties,  from  being  accuftomed  gratulate  the  public  on  a  work,  the 
to  aflemble  at  ale-houfes,  are  not  refult  of  fo  much  labour  and  un- 
only  flimulated  by  interefted  land-  wearied  induftry,  which  is  calcu- 
lords,  but  encouraged  by  the  con-  lated  to  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  and 
tagion  of  ill  examples,  in  the  habits  reflects  great  honour  on  the  author, 
of  drunkennefs ;  that  the  monev  _ _ _ _ _ 


and  that  there  are  various  ways  in 
which  the  earnings  of  indufhy 
might  be  applied  more  advantage- 
oufly  to  the  morals  of  the  labourer 
and  the  comforts  of  his  family. 
Friendly  focieties,  it  is  true,  like 
all  other  human  contrivances,  have 
their  defeats.  It  is,  however,  though 
a  fliort,  a  diffident  anfwer  to  fuch 
objections  as  I  have  noticed,  and 
to  fome  others  which  it  is  mine- 
ceflary  to  enumerate,  that  thefe  in- 
ftitutions  do  not  aim  at  perfection, 
but  improvement.  They  are  not 
intended  to  be 


Earth ,  and  of  Mankind ;  compared 
with  the  Cofmogonies ,  Chronologies ,  and 
original  Traditions  of  ancient  Nations  ; 
an  AbJbra.Pt  and  Reviezv  of  fever  al 
modern  Syflems ;  with  an  Attempt  to 
explain  Phi iefoph i colly,  the  Mofaical 
Account  of  the  Creation  and  Deluge , 
and  to  deduce  from  this  laf  Event , 


the  Canfes  of  the  aPtual  Structure  of 
the  Earth .  In  a  Series  of  Letters , 
with  Notes  and  llluft rations^  by  Philip 
Howard ,  Efq .  4 to,  1797* 


i(  That  faultlefs  monfter  which  the  world  author,  publiflied  ill  two  letters  ill 
ne'er  law.”  the  French  language,  toward  the 

But  it  is  a  fuffident  proof  of  their  end  of  the  year  1786  :  he  has  fince 
excellence,  that  they  are  congenial  revifed,  correded,  and  confiderably 
to  the  fecial  latitudes  and  prejudices  enlarged  it.  In  it  we  are  brought 
of  the  labourer;  and  that,  if  they  acquainted  with  the  outlines  of 
cannot  corred  the  inclination  thofe  fejentifle  fyftems  which,  keep- 
(which  is  too  often  caufed  by  hard  ing  pace  with  numerous  publica- 
jbibour)  for  conviviality  and  difim  tions  in  every  path  of  literature, 
jpalion,  they,  at  lead,  convert  a  vi-  were  calculated  to  tear  tip  in  the 
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public  mind  every  remaining  at¬ 
tachment  to  Chriftianity.  Among 
the  principal  fopporters  of  thele 
destructive  fy  Items,  Mr.  Howard 
poi  nts  'out  the  names  of  BufTon  and 
Baiily  j  the  tendency  of  whofe  ccf- 
mogonical  writings  appear  fuffici- 
ently  to  fubffantiate  his  charge. 
With  a  zeal  worthy  of  hiscaufe,  he 
detects  the  fallacies  of  thefe  cele¬ 
brated  men,  and  moil:  ably  employs 
both  diftingniflied  talents  and  erudi¬ 
tion  in  proving  the  compatibility  of 
the  fcriptural  narrative  with  the 
principles  of  modern  philo fophy, 
and  in  calling  additional  light  on 
the  obfcure  traces  of  ancient  chro¬ 
nology.  Each  letter  is  followed 

O.' 

by  explanatory  notes ;  in  which  he 
brings  forward  the  proofs  neeeflary 
for  him,  either  to  confute  the  ar¬ 
guments  of  his  opponents,  or  to  fup- 
port  his  own.  Thefe  difplay  pro¬ 
found  learning  and  sweat  ingenuity. 
To  make  extracts  trcm  a  work  of 
of  this  nature,  is  fcarcely  pofiible, 
within  the  compafs  of  thefe  pages : 
we  muff  therefore  take  our  leave  of 
this  powerful  advocate  for  the  fcrip¬ 
tural  account  of  the  creation  of  the 
world,  with  the  following  fpirited 
account  of  the  rife,  progrefs,  and 
Confequenccs  of  the  frightful  com¬ 
bination  farmed  by  the  Encvclope- 
difts  a  gain  ft  all  religion. 

“  Mr.  "Baiily  was  not  only  an  a  Ato¬ 
ne  mer  of  great  celebrity,  but  a  very 
elegant  writer.  He  was  the  diftin- 
guifhed  difciple  of  Mr.  de  Buffon, 
who,  in  conjunction  with  Voltaire, 
d’Alembert,  Cc-ndorcet,  and  others, 
was  at  the  head  of  the  whole  philo¬ 
sophic  fedtand  men  of  wit  in  France, 
by  whom  a  real  plot  had  been  form¬ 
ed,  and  was  carried  on  for  forty 
years,  to  root  cut  Chnftianily.  Re¬ 
ligion  of  any  kind,  it  feems,  fliack- 
led  both  their  inclinations  and  their 
genius.  Each  agreed,  in  his  fepa- 


rate  department,  to  contribute  fd 
the  glorious  work.  For  many  years, 
in  France,  to  be  a  man  of  fcience 
or  letters  was  a  diftimdb  profeifion, 
and  a  diftinguifhed  title,  which  in¬ 
troduced  the  ailiimer  to  the  fafhion- 
able  circles  of  profligate  nobility, 
and  to  the  tables  of  ignorant  and 
thill  more  profligate  publicans,  fat¬ 
tened  on  the  fpoils  of  the  people. 
The  luxurious  repafts  of  the  rich 
were  not  complete  without  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  fome  of  thefe  fons  of  Epi¬ 
curus.  There,  amidft  their  admir¬ 
ing  auditors,  and  a  crowd  of  gaping 
valets,  they  expounded  in  dallies  of 
wit  and  farcafms  on  religion,  their 
pernicious  dodhrines,  interlarding 
them  with  fentimentai  phrafes  of 
philanthropy  and  humanity.  Flow 
much  of  thefe  was  in  their  hearts, 
thev  have  fince  fully  fhewn  during 

j  j  O 

the  fatal  reign  of  their  philo  fophy. 
At  the  houfes  of  every  lady,  young 
or  old,  whole  ambition  it  was  to  be 
celebrated  for  wit,  they  held  their 
conventicles ;  where  they  {fill  more 
freely  difciuTed  their  philofophical 
principles,  and  expatiated  on  the 
abufes  of  religion  and  governments. 
Whoever  coincided  not  with  them 
was,  by  univerfal  acclamation,  held 
up  as  a  man  devoid  of  fenfe  or  wit. 
The  eifedf  of  this  general  cry  is 
fcarcely  to  be  conceived  :  *—  with 
youth  it  was  all-powerful,  and  with 
the  more  advanced  in  age  it  requir¬ 
ed  very  folid  principles  to  be  with- 
flood.  They  had  actually  by  de¬ 
grees  excluded  from  all  the  acade¬ 
mies  whoever  dared  not  to  be  of 
their  opinion.  Though  co-operat¬ 
ing  with  thefe  confpirators  again  ft 
religion,  Mr.  Baiily  was  dittinguitli- 
ed  as  a  man  of  benevolence,  of  mo- 
deft  and  placid  manners.  He  has 
been  lately  ftill  better  known  to  all 
Europe  as  the  hrft  mayor  of  Paris 
in  17  £9.  The  fpirit  of  party  pro¬ 
bably 
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ibdbly  carried  him  beyond  his  natu- 
ral  bent ;  blit  he  became  a  fellow - 
labourer  with  the  heads  of  the  con¬ 
diment  adembly,  who,  under  a  fba- 
dow  of  monarchy,  called  in  the 
mob,  vvhom  they  acknowledged 
the  foie  lovereign  *  and  enforced 
the  fuccefs  of  their  revolution  by 
calumny,  terror,  and  partial  mur¬ 
ders,  by  the  demolition  of  proper¬ 
ty,  and  the  confifcation  of  church- 
lands.  At  laft,  with  every  other 
chief  of  that  faction  wTho  faved  not 
himfelf  by  timely  flight,  Mr.  Badly 
fell  a  vidtim  to  more  atrocious  vil¬ 
lains  who  had  made  life  of  thefe  as 
tools,  and  to  ! he  ungovernable  fury 
cf  that  populace  whofe  bloody  reign 
they  had  eftablifhed,  in  order  to  pull 
down  regal  authority,  and  level  with 
the  duft  the  religion  and  morality  of 
their  country.  Many  were,  no 
doubt,  furprifed  to  hear  of  Pagan 
feftivals  and  rites  initial  ted  by  the 
convention,  in  honour  of  the  fup- 
pofed  goddefs  of  Nature,  reprefent- 
ed  by  a  female  ;  but  the  furprife 
will  ceafe  when  they  are  informed 
that  thefe  rites  were,  thirty  years 
ago,  fecretly  praftifed  by  a  fociety 
of  philofophers,  to  whom  France 
owes  what  they  have  been  pleated 
to  ft  vie  its  regeneration. 

“  Warned  by  the  fatal  effects  thele 
feducers  have  produced  in  one.  great 
kingdom,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
thofe  who  ftiall  hereafter  afpire  to 
the  relpectable  name  of  Philofo¬ 
phers,  will  henceforth  abjure  thefe 
inftdious  attacks  on  the  principles 
of  religion;  and  that  governments 
will  be  cautious  how  they  counte- 
nance  or  patronize  thofe  who  ftiall 
thus  aim  to  poifon  the  trueft  fource 
of  public  and  private  happinefs. 
Without  religion,  that  virtue  which 
fophifts  with  to  ifolate  from  it,  is  a 
jnere  abftrabt  idea,  which  has  nei- 
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ther  bafe  nor  real  end  :  without  it, 
no  curb  on  vice  remains,  either 
over  fovereigns,  or  over  the  head- 
ftrong  multitude.  Wifdom  itfelf, 
without  it,  is  only  egotifm  well  11  li¬ 
ft  erftood  ;  and  for  the  underftaiiding 
of  it  the  paflions  are  the  judges. 
Religion  will  ever  be  the  foie  folid 
fupport  and  ftrength  of  lawrs  and 
public  order ;  counterpoife  to  the 
inevitable  inequalities  amongft  men, 
confolation  of  the  poor  and  weak  ; 
it  can  alone  dignify  poverty,  and 
fubdue  the  pride  of  riches  and  of 
grandeur.  Ever  ready  to  pour  its 
healing  balm  on  the  wounds  of  the 
body  or  of  the  mind,  it  is  the  fureft 
folace  of  the  afflicted,  and  the  laft 
refuge  of  the  culpable.  In  vain 
would  fophifts  feek  to  fap  founda¬ 
tions  rooted  in  the  very  inmoft  re¬ 
cedes  of  human  nature ;  the  inti¬ 
mate  fenfe  of  every  man  of  recti¬ 
tude,  and  the  heart  of  every  man 
of  fenfibility,  will,  at  times  at  lead, 
triumph  over  their  acuteft  reafon- 
ings. 

“Fulminate,  ye  philofophers  (we 
will  applaud  you)  religious  perfe- 
cution  and  reftraint  of  confluences  ; 
with  you  true  religion  reprobates 
them.  If  every  predominant  feft 
of  Chriftians  has  at  fome  period  in¬ 
voked  their  aid,  either  under  the 
pretext  of  danger  to  the  date,  or  on 
the  fpecious  pretence  of  guarding 
from  corruption  the  weaker  part  of 
the  flock,  none  has  dared  to  ap¬ 
prove  them  in  diredi:  terms,  becaufe 
they  are  clearly  repugnant  to  the 
fpirit  and  doftrines  of  their  divine 
legiflator.  As  the  judicious  Dr.  Pa- 
ley  obferves,  the  erroneous  judg¬ 
ments  of  intemperate  zeal,  almoft 
ever  originating  in  human  paflions, 
have  too  often  produced  intolerance 
and  perfecution,  nowife  chargeable 
on  Chriftianity  ;  but  the  unbeliev- 


490  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797, 


ing  rulers  of  France  have  proved  monffrate  to  nations  temporal  hap- 
that,  in  order  to  be  a  perfecutor,  it  pinefs  and  profperity,  dependent 
is  not  necefiary  to  be  a  bigot — that,  onimiverfal  concord.” 
in  rape  and  crueltv.  in  mifehief  and 
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dVff  ruction,  fanaticifm  itfelf  can  be 
outdone  by  infidelity.  —  Arnidff 
equal  horrors,  one  eflential  differ¬ 
ence  is  alfo  to  be  remarked  be¬ 
tween  thefe  two  kinds  of  perfecu- 
tors.  Bv  the  one,  all  the  connec¬ 
tions  which  bind  mankind  toge¬ 
ther  are  not  diffolced  ; — the  ties  of 
blood  are  fometimes  trodden  under 
foot  ;  but  againff  adverfe  tenets  all 
Ms  rage  is  directed  ;  towards  the 
brethren  of  his  creed,  the  bonds  of 
amity,  'fidelity,  and  benevolence 
are  ftrengthened.  The  other  knows 
no  brother  ;  and  every  man  who 
Rands  in  the  way  of  his  idol  paf- 
fiions,  is  alike  facrinced  with  ffoical 
indifference. 

u  If  philofophers  with  to  combat 
the  moil  fatal  and  deftruCtiye  error 
of  mankind,  it  is  againff  warlike 
phrenzy  that  it  becomes  them  to 
employ  their  ffrongeil  arguments  ; 
and  their  meft  touching  eloquence 
to  eradicate  from  the  minds  both 
of  princes  and  of  people,  that  rage 
of  mutual  deftruebion  for  fenfe- 
lefs  jealoufies  and  miffaken  inte- 
refts.  It  was  the  Chnffian  religion 
which  firff  taught  man  to  love  man, 
without  diffineffion  of  race  or  coun¬ 
try,  by  filewing  all  men  to  be  the 
equally  chcri filed  children  of  one 
common  father.  Simple  but  fub- 
lime  doctrine  !  which,  if  ancient 
philofophers  ever  felt,  they  never 
durff  produce.  — ■  Let  philosophy 
unite  to  its  mild  voice  the  force  of 
rcafon,  to  make  the  whole  world 
lifteh  to  the  leffons  of  true  philan¬ 
thropy.  Whilft  religion  reveals  to 
each  individual  eternal  felicity  at¬ 
tached  to  the  aceomplifhment  of 
this  great  precept  of  kwe,  let  it  de- 


Thc  Works  of  Sir J Warn  Reynolds ,  Knight , 
late  P  rtf  dent  of  the  Royal  Academy  ;  • 
containing  his  Difcourfes ,  Idlers ,  a 
Journey  to  Flanders  and  Holland,  and 
his  Commentary  on  Du  Frefnoy’s  Art 
of  Painting ,  /minted  from  his  re.  A  fed 
Copies  (with  Jus  iaft  Corrections  and 
Additions ')  in  Three  Volumes ;  10  which 
is  prefixed  an  Account  of  the  Jdfe  and 
Writings  of  the  Author ,  by  Edmund 
Malone,  Ifiq.  one  of  his  Executors . 
1797. 

THIS  elegant  edition  of  the 
works  of  that  admirable  artift 
and  amiable  man,  Sir  Jofhua  Rey¬ 
nolds,  contains  no  matter  that  has 
not  before  met  the  public  eye,  ex¬ 
cept  the  journey  to  Flanders  and 
Holland,  which*  was  performed  by 
Sir  jofhua,  in  company  with  his 
friend  Mr.  Metcalf,  in  July,  1781, 
for  the  purpbfe  of  viewing  the  moff 
celebrated  productions  of  the  F le- 
mifli  and  Dutch  fchools :  it  con¬ 
tains  a  very  pleafing  account  of 
their  journey,  with  remarks  on  the 
pictures  preferved  in  the  various 
churches  and  cabinets  that  he  vifit- 
ed  ;  to  which  he  has  fubjoined  a 
character  of  Rubens,  done  in  fo 
mafterlv  a  manner,  that  we  cannot 
refill  giving  it  to  our  readers  at 
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length. 

“  The  works  of  men  of  genius 
alone,  where  great  faults  are  united 
with  great  beauties,  afford  proper 
matter  for  criticifm.  Genius  is  al¬ 
ways  eccentric,  bold,  and  daring  ; 
which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
commands  attention,  is  fure  to  pro¬ 
voke  criticifm.  Ii  is  the  regular, 
cold,  and  timid  ccmpofer  who  el- 
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capes  cenfure,  and  deferves  no 
praife. 

“  The  elevated  fituation  on  which 
Rubens  hands  in  the  efieem  of  the 
world,  is  alone  fufiicient  reafon  for 
fome  examination  of  his  preten- 
fions. 

“  His  fame  is  extended  over  a 
great  part  of  the  Continent,  with¬ 
out  a  rival ;  and  it  may  be  juftiv 
faid  that  he  has  enriched  his  coun¬ 
try,  not  in  a  figurative  fenfe  only, 
by  the  great  examples  of  art  which 
he  left,  but  by  what  fome  would 
think  a  more  folid  advantage,  the 
wealth  arifing  from  the  concourfe 
of  ftrangers  whom  his  works  con¬ 
tinually  invite  to  Antwerp,  which 
would  otherwife  have  little  to  re¬ 
ward  the  vifit  of  a  connoifieur. 

“  To  the  city  of  Dufieldorf  he 
has  been  an  equal  benefactor.  The 
gallery  of  that  city  is  confidered  as 
containing  one  of  the  greateft  col- 
lediion  of  pidfures  in  the  world  ; 
but  if  the  works  of  Rubens  were 
taken  from  it,  I  will  venture  to  af- 
fert,  that  this  great  repofitory  urould 
be  reduced  to  at  leatl  half  its  value. 

“To  extend  his  glory  Hill  far¬ 
ther,  he  gives  to  Paris  one  of  its 
molt  ftriking  features,  the  Luxem¬ 
bourg  gallery :  and  if  to  thefe  we 
add  the  many  towns,  churches,  and 
private  cabinets,  where  a  tingle 
picture  of  Rubens  confers  emi¬ 
nence,  we  cannot  hefitate  to  place 
him  in  the  hrft  rank  of  iikiftrious 
painters. 

“  Though  I  Hill  entertain  the 
Lame  general  opinion  both  in  re¬ 
gard  to  his  excellencies  and  his  de- 
fedls,  yet,  having  now  feen  his 
vgreateH  compotitions,  where  he  had 
.more  means  of  displaying  thofe 
parts  of  his  art  in  which  he  particu¬ 
larly  excelled,  my  eftimation  of  his 
.genius  is  of  courfe  railed.  It  is 


only  in  large  compofitions  that  his 
powers  feem  to  have  room  to  ex¬ 
pand  themfelves ;  for  they  really 
increafe  in  proportion  to  the  fize  of 
the  canvas  on  which  they  are  to  be 
difplayed.  His  fuperiority  is  not 
feen  in  eafel  pidtures,  nor  even  in 
detached  parts  of  his  greater  works, 
which  are  feldom  eminently  beau¬ 
tiful.  It  does  not  lie  in  an  attitude, 
or  in  any  peculiar  exprefiion,  but 
in'  the  general  efredf — in  the  genius 
which  pervades  and  illuminates  the 
whole. 

“  I  remember  to  have  obferved, 
in  a  picture  of  Diatreci,  which  I 
faw  in  a  private  cabinet  at  Bruflels, 
the  contrary  effedl.  In  that  perfor¬ 
mance  there  appeared  to  be  a  total 
abfence  of  this  pervading  genius  ; 
though  every  individual  figure  was 
corredtly  drawn,  and  to  the  adtion 
of  each  as  careful  an  attention,  was 
paid  as  if  it  were  a  fet  Academy 
figure.  Here  feemed  to  be  nothing 
left  to  chance  ;  all  the  nymphs  (the 
fubjedt  was  the  bath  of  Diana)  were 
what  the  ladies  call  in  attitudes ; 
yet,  without  being  able  to  cenfure 
it  for  corredtnels,  or  any  other  de¬ 
fect,  I  thought  it  one  of  the  coldeH 
and  mofi  infipid  pidtures  I  ever  be¬ 
held. 

“  The  works  of  Rubens  have  that 
peculiar  property  always  attendant 
on  genius  to  attradt  attention  and 
enforce  admiration,  in  fpite  of  all 
their  faults.  It  is  owing  to  this 
fafeinating  power  that  the  perfor¬ 
mances  of  thofe  painters  with 
which  he  is  furroimded,  though 
they  have  perhaps  fewer  defedts, 
yet  appear  fpiritlefs,  tame,  and  in¬ 
fipid  ; — fuch  as  the  altar-pieces  of 
Graver,  Schutz,  Segers,  Hey  fens, 
Tyfens,  Van  Bulen,  and  the  reft. 
They  are  done  by  men  whofe  hands, 
and  indeed  all  their  faculties,  appear 

to 
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io  have  been  cramped  and  confin¬ 
ed  ;  and  it  is  evident,  that  every¬ 
thing  they  did  was  the  effect  of 
great  iabonr  and  pains.  The  pro¬ 
ductions  of  Rubens,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  feem  to  flow  with  a  freedom 
and  prodigality,  as  if  they  coil  him 
nothing ;  and  to  the  general  ani¬ 
mation  of  the  competition,  there  is 
always  a  correfpondent  fpirit  in  the 
execution  of  the  work.  The  fink¬ 
ing  brilliancy  of  his  colours,  and 
their  lively  opposition  to  each 
other*  the  flowing  liberty  and  free¬ 
dom  of  his  outline,  the  animated 
pencil  with  which  every  object  is 
touched,  all  contribute  to  awaken 
and  keep  alive  the  attention  of  the 
ipectator  ;  awaken  in  him,  in  fome 
meafure,  correfpondent  fenfations, 
and  make  him  feel  a  degree  of  that, 
enlhufiafm  with  which  the  painter 
was  carried  away.  To  this  we  may 
add  the  complete  uniformity  in  all 
the  parts  of  the  work,  fo  that  the 
whole  fee  ms  to  be  conducted  and 
grow  out  of  one  mind  ;  everything 
is  of  a  piece,  and  fits  its  place. 
Even  his  tafte  of  drawing  and  of 
form,  appears  to  correfpond  better 
with  his  colouring  and  compofition 
than  if  he  had  adopted  any  other 
manner,  though  that  manner,  fim- 
piy  confidered,  might  be  better.  It 
is  here  as  in  perfonal  attractions ; 
there  is  frequently  found  a  certain 
agreement  and  corrcfpondence  in 
the  whole  together,  which  is  often 
more  captivating  than  mere  regular 
beauty. 

u  Rubens  appears  to  have  had  that 
confidence  in  himfelf  which  it  is 
neceilarv  for  every  aritft  !o  affume 
when  he  has  finifhed  his  ftudies, 
and  may  venture  in  fome  meafure 
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to  throw  afide  the  fetters  of  autho¬ 
rity  ;  to  confider  the  rules  as  fub- 

jedt  to  his  coutroul,  and  not  himfelf 
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fubjedl  to  the  rules ;  to  rifle  and 
dare  extraordinary  attempts  with¬ 
out  a  guide,  abandoning  himfelf  to 
his  own  fenfations,  and  depending 
upon  them.  To  this  confidence 
muff  be  imputed  that  originality  of 
manner  by  which  he  may  be  truly 
faid  to  have  extended  the  limits  of 
the  art. — After  Rubens  had  mads 
up  his  manner,  he  never  looked 
out  of  himfelf  for  afliftance:  there 
is-  consequent  ly  very  little  in  his 
works  that  appears  to  be  taken  from, 
other  mailers .  If  he  has  borrowed 
any  thing,  he  has  had  the  add  refs 
to  change  and  adapt  it  fo  well  to 
the  reft  of  his  work,  that  the  theft 
is  not  difcoverable. 

•  “Refide  the  excellency  of  Rubens- 
in  thefe  general  powers,  he  pofiefied 
the  true  art  of  imitating.  He  faw. 
the  objedts  of  Nature  with  a  pain- 
ter’s  eye  ;  he  faw  at  once  the  pre¬ 
dominant  feature  by  which  every 
objedl  is  known  and  diftinguifned  ; 
and  as  foon  as  feen,  it  was  execut¬ 
ed  with  a  facility  that  is  aftoni filing : 
and,  let  me  add,  this  facility  is  to  a 
painter,  when  he  clofely  examines 
a  pidture,  a  fource  of  great  plea- 
fure. — How  far  this  excellence  may 
be  perceived  or  felt  by  thofe  who 
are  not  painters,  I  know  not :  to 
them  certainly  it  is  not  enough  that 
objedrs  be  truly  reprefented  ;  they 
miifl  likewife  be  reprefented  with 
grace  ;  which  means  here,  that  th« 
work  is  done  with  facility,  and 
without  effort.  Rubens  was,  per¬ 
haps,  the  greatefl  matter  in  the  me- 
chanical  part  of  the  art ;  the  befi 
workman  with  his  tools  that  ever 
exercifed  a  pencil. 

u  This  pari  of  the  art,  though  it 
does  not  hold  a  rank  with  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  invention,  of  giving  charac¬ 
ter  and  expreflion,  has  yet  in  it 
what  may  be  calku  Genius.  It  is 
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tertainly  fomething  that  cannot  he 
taught  by  words,  though  it  may  be 
learned  by  a  frequent  examination 
of  ihofe  pictures  which  pofiefs  this 
excellence.  It  is  felt  by  very  few 
painters ;  and  it  is  as  rare  at  this 
time  among  the  living  painters,  as 
any  of  the  higher  excellencies  of 
the  art. 

44  This  power,  which  Rubens  pof- 
fefied  in  the  higheft  degree,  enabled 
him  to  reprefemt  whatever  he  un¬ 
dertook,  better  than  any  other  pain¬ 
ter.  His  animals,  particularly  lions 
and  horfes,  are  fo  admirable,  that 
it  may  be  faid  they  were  never 
properly  repre tented  but  by  him. 
His  portraits  rank  with  the  beft 
works  of  the  painters  who  have 
made  that  branch  of  the  art  the  foie 
iuihnefs  of  their  lives  ;  and  of  thofe 
he  has  left  a  great  variety  of  fpeci- 
iiiens.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of 
his  landfcapes;  and  though  Claude 
Terrain  finiilied  more  minutely,  as 
becomes  a  pro  fend  r  in. any  particu¬ 
lar  branch,  yet  there  is  fuch  an  airy- 
nefs  and  facility  in  the  landfcapes 
of  Rubens,  that  a  painter  would  as 
foon  wife  to  be  the  author  of  them 
as  thofe  of  Claude,  or  any  other 
artiif  whatever. 

44  The  pictures  of  Rubens  have 
this  e  if  eft  on  the  fpectaior,  that  he 
feels  himlelf  in  no  wife  difpofed  to 
pick  out  and  dwell  on  his  defects* 
The  criticiftns  which  are  made  on 
him  are,  indeed,  often  unread) li¬ 
able.  His  fry le  ought  no  more  to 
be  blamed  for  not  having  the  fub- 
limity  of  Michael  Angelo,  than 
Ovid  feould  be  ce-n  fared  becaufe 
he  is  not  like  Virgil. 

44  However,  it  muft  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  he  wanted  many  excel¬ 
lencies  which  would  have  perfectly 
united  with  his  ftyle.  Among  thole 
we  may  reckon  beauty  in  his  fe- 
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male  characters :  feme  times  indeed 
they  make  approaches  to  it;  they 
are  healthy  and  comely  women,  but 
feldom,  if  ever,  pofiefs  any  degree 
of  elegance.  The  fame  may  be  faid 
of  his,  young  men  and  children. 
His  old  men  have  that  fort  of  dig¬ 
nity  which  a  bufhy  beard  will  con¬ 
fer  ;  but  he  never  pofiefied  a  poet¬ 
ical  conception  of  character.  In 
his  representations  of  the  higheft 
characters  in  the  chriltian  or  tint 
fabulous  world,  inftead  of  fome¬ 
thing  above  humanity,  which  might 
fill  the  idea  which  is  conceived  of 
fuch  beings,  the  fpeftator  finds  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  mere  mortals,  fuch 
as  he  meets  with  every  day. 

44  The  incorreftnefs  of  Rubens,  in 
regard  to' his  outline,  ofieiier  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  hafie  and  eareleflnefs- 
than  from  inability.  There  are,  in 
his  great  works,  to  which  he  feems 
to  have  paid  more  particular  atten  ¬ 
tion,  naked  figures,  as  eminent  for 
their  drawing  as  for  their  colouring. 
He  appears  to  -  Have  entertained  a 
great  abhorrence  of  the  . meagre  dry 
manner  of  his  uredecefibrs,  the  old 
German  and  Flemifii  painters;  to 
avoid  which,  he  kept  his  outline 
large  and  flowing  :  this,  carried  to 
an  extreme,  produced  that  lieavi- 
nefs  which  is  fo  frequently  found 
in  his  figures.  Another  defect  of 
this  great  painter  is,  his  inattention 
to  the  foldings  of  his  drapery,  ef~ 
pecially  that  of  his  women  :  it  is 
fcarcely  ever  calf  with  any  choice 
or  {kill, 

44  Carlo  Maratti  and  Rubens  are* 
in  this  refpedt,  in  oppofite'  ex¬ 
tremes  ;  one  difeovers  too  much, 
art  in. the  difpofitions  of  drapery, 
and  the  other  too  little.  Rubens’s 
.drapery,  befides,  is  not  ,, properly 
historical  ;  the  quality  of  the  fluff 
of  which  it  is  comp  feed,  is  too  ac¬ 
curately 
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curately  diftinguifhed  ;  refembling 
the  manner  of  Paul  Veronefe. 
This  drapery  is  lefs  offenuve  in 
Rubens  than  it  would  be  in  many 
other  painters,  as  it  partly  contri¬ 
butes  to  that  richnefs  which  is  the 
peculiar  character  of  his  ftyle, 
which  we  do  not  pretend  to  fet 
forth  as  of  the  moil  Pimple  and  fub- 
lime  kind. 

“  The  difference  of  the  manner  of 
Rubens  from  that  of  any  other  pain¬ 
ter  before  him,  is  in  nothing  more 
diftirtguifhable  than  in  his  colour¬ 
ing,  which  is  totally  different  from 
that  of  Titian,  Corregio,  or  any  of 
the  great  colon  rifts.  The  effeft 
of  his  piftures  may  be  not  impro¬ 
perly  compared  to  clutters  of  flow¬ 
ers  {  all  his  colours  appear  as  clear 
and  as  beautiful :  at  the  fame  time 
he  has  avoided  that  tawdry  effect 
which  one  would  exp  eft  fuch  gay 
colours  to  produce  ;  in  this  refpeft 
refembling  Barocci  more  than  any 
ether  painter.  What  was  faid  of 
an  ancient  painter  may  be  applied 
to  thole  two  artifts,  —  That  their 
figures  look  as  if  they  fed  upon 
rofes. 

“  It  would  be  a  curious  and  a 
profitable  frady  for  a  painter  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  difference,  and  the  caufe 
of  that  difference,  of  erf  eft  in  the 
works  of  Corregio  and  Rubens, 
both  excellent  in  different  ways. 
The  preference  probably  would  be 
given  according  to  the  different 
habits  of  the  conncifleur.  Thofe 
who  had  received  their  fil'd:  impref- 
fions  from  the  works  of  Rubens, 
would  cenfure  Corregio  as  heavy; 
and  the  admirers  ofCorregio  would 
fay  Rubens  wanted  folidity  of  ef¬ 
fect.  There  is  a  light  nefs,  airynefs, 
and  facility  in  Rubens,  his  advo¬ 
cates  will  urge,  and,  comparatively, 
a  laborious  heavinefs  in  Corregio  ; 
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whofe  admirers  will  complain  of 
Rubens’s  manner  being  carelefs 
and  unfinifhed,  whilft  the  works  of 
Corregio  are  wrought  to  the  high- 
eft  degree  of  delicacy ;  and  what 
may  be  advanced  in  favour  of  Cor- 
regio’s  breadth  of  light,  will,  by  his 
cenfurers,  be  called  affefted  and 
pedantic.  It  mull  be  obferved 
that  we  are  fpeaking  folely  of  the 
manner,  the  effeft  of  the  pifture  ; 
and  we  may  conclude,  according  to 
the  ouftom  in  paftoral  poetry,  by 
bellowing  oil  each  of  thefe  illnftri- 
ous  painters  a  garland,  without  at¬ 
tributing  fuperiority  to  either. 

“To  conclude,  I  will  venture  to 
repeat  in  favour  of  Rubens,  what 
I  have  before  laid  in  regard  to  the 
Dutch  fchool, — that  thofe  who  can¬ 
not  fee  the  extraordinary  merit  of 
this  great  painter,  either  have  a 
narrow  conception  of  the  variety  of 
/  art,  or  are  led  away  by  the  affefta- 
tion  of  approving  nothing  but  what 
comes  froni  the  Italian  fchool.” 

Mr.  Malone  has  prefixed  to  this 
edition,  an  account  of  the  life  and 
writings  of  Sir  Jofluia  Reynolds, 
drawn  up  in  plain  and  unafliiming 
language  *  from  which  we  fhali  ex* 
traft  the  following  fketch  :  — 

44  Jofliua  Reynolds  was  born  at 
Plympton,  Devon  {hire,  July  1 6  th, 
1723  ;  the  fon  of  Samuel  Reynolds 
and  Theophila  Potter.  He  was  on 
every  fide  connected  with  the' 
church ;  for  both  his  father  and 
grandfather  were  in  holy  orders  ; 
and  his  mother  and  maternal  grand¬ 
mother  were  daughters  of  clergy- 
men.  Having  in  childhood  mani- 
fefted  a  difpoiition  for  drawing,  his 
father  placed  him,  at  feventeen, 
under  Hudfon,  the  mod  eminent 
Englifh  portrait  -  painter  of  that 
time ;  with  whom  he  remained 
about  three  years.  —  la  1749,-  he 

went 
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"went  to  Italy,  where  he  ftiidied  dur¬ 
ing  nearly  three  years.  Mr.  Rey¬ 
nolds,  who  was  no  muiician,  relates 
a  circtimftance  that  will  confirm  the 
ftory  which  every  one  has  heard  of 
the  natives  of  Switzerland,  in  a  fo¬ 
reign  country,  being  feized  with 
the  Maladie  du  piais.  on  their  hear¬ 
ing  a  vulgar  national  melody  play¬ 
ed,  called  the  Ranz  des  caches ,  a  cow- 
keeper’s  tune.  He  fays, 

64  When  he  was  at  Venice,  in 
compliment  to  the  Englifh  gentle¬ 
men  then  redding  there,  the  ma¬ 
nager  of  the  opera  one  night  order¬ 
ed  the  band  to  play  an  Englifh  bal¬ 
lad-tune.  Happening  to  be  the  po¬ 
pular  air  which  was  played  or  fung 
in  almoft  every  ftreet  juft  at  the 
time  of  their  leaving  London,  by 
iuggefting  to  them  that  metropolis, 
with  all  its  connexions  and  endear¬ 
ing  circumftances,  it  immediately 
brought  tears  into  our  author’s  eves, 
as  well  as  into  thofe  of  his  country¬ 
men  who  were  prefent. 

44  Very  foon  after  his  return  from 
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Italy,,  his  acquaintance  with  Dr, 
Johnfon  commenced,  which  foon 
mellowed  into  a  clofe  and  uninter¬ 
rupted  friendfhip,  as  durable  as  their 
lives.  Elis  firft  refidence  in  Lon¬ 
don,  after  his  travels,  was  in  New- 
port-ftreet.  -—  In  1759,  he  firft  be¬ 
gan  to  exercife  his  pen,  by  furmlb- 
ing  his  friend  johnfon  with  three 
e flays,  for  the  Idler,  in  the  form  of 
letters,  on  the  fubjecft  of  painting. — - 
In  1761,  he  removed  to  Leicefter- 
fquare,  where  he  continued  till  the. 
time  of  his  death.— In  1769,  on  the 
jnftitution  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Painting,  Sculpture,  and  Archi¬ 
tecture,  Mr.  Reynolds,  holding  un- 
queftionably  the  firft  rank'  in  his 
profemon,  was  nominated  prefi- 
dent,  and  foon  afterward  received 
the  honour  of  knighthood.  His 
fiUiation  in  the  academy  gave  birth 
to  his  admirable  difcourfes,  which 
have  gained  him  nearly  as  much  re¬ 
putation  in  literature  as  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  his  pencil  obtained  for 
him  in  painting*.” 

Soon 


Tn  allufion  to  Mr.  M{Cormick’s  aflertion  of  Mr.  Burke’s  being  the  author 
of  thefe  difcourfes,  as  mentioned  in  his  Life  of  Burke,  which  we  have  noticed  ia 
page  5  57  of  this  volume,  Mr.  Mai  me  inferts  the  following  note:— “  A  new  hy- 
pothelis  has  been  lately  fuggefted ;  and,  among  many  other  ftatements  concerning 
the  late  Mr.  Burke,  which  I  know  to  be  erroneous,  we  have  been  confidently  told 
that  they  were  written  by  that  gentleman. 

“  The  readers  of  poetry  are  not  to  learn,  that  a  fimilar  tale  has  been  told  of  fome 

of  our  celebrated  Englifh  poets.  According  to  fome,  Denham  did  not  write  liis 
admired  Cooper’s  Hill  i  and,  with  a  certain  fpecies  of  critics,  our  great  moral  poet 
tells  us,  ‘ 

li  — - Mod  authors  deal  their  works,  or  buy  ; 

“  Garth  did  not  write  his  own  Dispensary.” 

_ “  Such  infmuations,  however  agreeable  to  the  envious  and  malignant,  who  may 
give  them  a  temporary  currency,  can  have  but  little  weight  with  the  judicious  ami 
ingenious  parted  mankind,  and  therefore,  m  general,  only  merit  filent  contempt. 
But  that  Mr.  Burke  was  the  author  of  all  fuch  parts  of  his  difcourfes  as  do  not 
relate  to  painting  and fculptare  (what  thefe  are,  the  difcoverer  of  this  pretended  fe- 
cret  has  not  informed  us)  has  lately  been  fo  peremptorily  aliened ,  and  fo  particu¬ 
lar  an  appeal  has  been  made  on  this  occafaon  to  their  editor,  that  I  think  it  my  dutw 
to  refute  this  injurious  calumny,  left  pofteritv  fhould  be  deceived  and  milled  by 
ike  xaiauteuefs  of  uncontradi&ed  mifreprefentation,  delivered  to  the  world  with  all 

the 
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Soon  after  the  publication  of  his 
fir  if  feve.n  difcourfes,  collectively, 
u  He  had  the  honour  to  receive 
from  the  late  Emprefs  of  Rufik,  a 
gold  box  with  a  bajfo  relievo  of  her 
Imperial  Majefty  in  the  lid,  let 
round  with  diamonds,  accompani¬ 
ed  with  a  note  within,  written  with 
her  own  hand,  containing  thefe 
words  \—<‘Pour  le  Chevalier  Reynolds ^  en 


temoignage  du  contentment  quej'ai  reyen - 
tie  a  la  ledlure  de  Jet  excellent  Dij court 
far  la  P cultured  ■  Before  he  received 
this  mark  of  her  Imperial  Majefty’s 
favour,  he  had  been  commilfioned 
to  paint  an  hiilorical  picture  for  her, 
on  any  fubjeLr  that  he  thought  fit. 
The  fubjeft  which  he  chofe  was, 
the  infant  Hercules  ftrangling  the 
ferpents.  For  this  picture,  which 


the  confidence  of  truth.  Fortunately  I  am  able  to  give  a  more  decifive  teftimpny 
on  this  fubjeft  than  would  reafonably  be  expected  from  any  one  man  concerning, 
the  writings  of  another. 

«  To  the  question,  then,  whether  I  have  not  found  among  my  late  friend’s  papers', 
feveral  of  his  difcourfes  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Burke,  or  of  fome  other  un¬ 
named  perfon,  I  anfwer  that  1  never  faw  any  one  of  lus  difcourfes  in  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  that  illuftrious  ftateftnan,  or  of  any  other  perfon  whatloever,  except  Sir 
lofhua  Reynolds :  and,  feconhly,  I  lay,  that  I  am  as  firmly. perfuaded^that  <he 
whole  body  of  thofe  admirable  difcourfes  was  compofed  by  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds, 
as  I  am  certain  that  X  am  at  this  moment  employing  my  pen  in  vindication  of  his 
fame.  I  do  not  mean  to  albert  that  he  did  not  avail  himfeif  of  the  judgment  01  his. 
critical  friends,  to  render  them  as  perfect  as  he  could  ;  or  that  he  was  above  receiv¬ 
in'  from  them  that  fpecies  of  literary  abidance  which  every  candid  ineiary  man  *s 
willing  to  receive,  and  which  even  that  tranfeendant  genius  Mr.  Burke,  in  fome 
inftances,  did  not  difdarn  to  accept.  Of  the  early  difcourfes,  therefore,  I  have  no. 
doubt  that  fome  were  fubmitted  to  Dr.  John  ion,  and  fome  to  Mr.  Burke,  for  their 
examination  and  revifion  ;  and  probably  each  of  thofe  perfons  fuggefted  to  their 
author  fome  minute  verbal  improvements.  Four  of  .the  latter  difcourfes,  in  his  own 
hand-writing,  and  warm  from  the  brain,  the  author  did  me  the  honour  to  fubmit 
to  my  perufal  ;  and  with  great  freedom  X  luggefted  to  him  fome  verbal  alterations, 
and  fome  new  arrangements  in  each  of  them,  which  he  very  readily  adopted.  Of 
one,  I  well  remember,  he  gave  me  the  general  outline  in  conversion  as  we  re¬ 
turned  together  from  an  excurfion  to  the  country,  and  before  it  was  yet  committed 
to  paper.  ^  He  food  afterwards  compofed  that  difeourfe,  conformably  to  the  plan 
which  he  had  crayoned  out,  and  lent  it  to  me  for  fuch  remarks  on  the  language  of 
it  as  fhould  occur  to  me.  When  he  wrote  his  I  aft  dijoQurfte,  X  was  not  in  London  j 

and  that  difeourfe,  I  know,  was  fubmitted  to  the  critical  examination  of  another 
friend  j  and  that  friend  was  not  Mr.  Burke.  Such  was  the  mighty  aid  that  our 
author  received  from  thofe  whom  he  honoured  with  his  confidence  and  etteerp  ! 

<<  The  reader  has  before  him  the  teftimony  of  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  himfeif,  as 
far  as  this  calumny  relates  to  Dr.  Johnfon;  he  has  the  decifive  teftimony  of  Mr. 
Burke,  both  in  a  paifage  already  quoted,  and  in  a  further  extract  horn  one  or  his 
letters  to  the  editor,  which  will  be  found  in  a  fubfequent  page;  and  if  fuch  high 
authorities  can  admit  of  any  additional  confirmation,  he  has  (whatever  it  may  be 
worth)  the  teftimony  of  the  editor  alfo.  Let  this  plain  tale,  therefore,  foi  ever  feat 
up  the  lips  of  thofe  who  have  prefumed  moft  unjuftly  to  fully  and  depreciate  the 
literary  reputation  of  a  man  who  is  acknowledged,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  his 
contemporaries,  to  have  been  a  fignal  ornament  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived ;  who 
was  not  lefts  profound  in  the  theory  than  excellent  in  the  practice  of  his  art;  and 
whofe  admirable  works  of  each  kind,  will  trauftiTUt  his  name,  wkh  unfading  luftre, 
m  the  date  it  pofterity..’*  ^ 
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is  now  at  St.  Peterlburgj  his  exe-  ed  fragment  of  an  intended  dif- 
cutors  received  from  her  Imperial  courfe,  in  .vhich  his  friend  dellgned 
Majeffv  fifteen  hundred  guineas.”  to  comprife.  a  hiftory  of  his  mind  \ 
Though  nothing  remarkable  oc-  which,  indeed,  all  his  printed  dif- 
curred  between  1770  and  1780,  courfes  fecm  to  have  done  fo  com- 


the  .productions  of  his  pencil  will 
fuffi  cienlly  acquit  him  from  the 
charge  of  indolence  or  iriadtivity 
V  during  that  period. 

The  years  between  1769  and 
1790,  incluilve,  he  exhibited  at  the 
Royal  Academy  two  hundred  and 
forty-four  pictures  ;  at  the  exhibi¬ 
tions  previous  to  the  inffiitution  of 
the  academy,  between  1760  and 
1768,  twenty Tve  :  total  269.  In 
the  whole  of  this  period,  the  year 
1 7  67  was  the  only  one  in  which  he 
exhibited  nothing. 

The  tingle  portraits  of  this  inde¬ 
fatigable  artiff  are  innumerable  • 
and  in  the  higher  flyle  of  hiftory - 
pain  ting. and  fancy  pieces,  Mr.  Ma¬ 
lone  has  given  a  lift  of  nearly  100  ; 
with  which,  he  truly  ohferves,  not 
only  various  cabinets  at  home  have 
been  enriched,  but  the  fame  of  the 
Englifh  fchool  extended  to  foreign 
countries. 

In  July  17.81,  in  order  to  view 
the  moil  celebrated  productions  of 
the  Fiemifh  and  Dutch  fchools,  in 
company  with  his  friend  Mr.  Met¬ 
calfe,  he  made  a  tour  to  the  Nether¬ 
lands  and  Holland. 

In  1783,  Mr.  Mafon  having  fi- 
nifhed  his  elegant  translation  of  Du 
Frefnoy’s  Art  cf  Painting,  our  au¬ 
thor  enriched  that  work  with  a  ve¬ 
ry  ample  and  ingenious  commen¬ 
tary.  in  1784,  on  the  death  of 
Mr.  .Ramify,  in  the' following  year, 
our  author  was  fworn  principal 
painter  in  ordinary  to, his  Majctty  ; 

I  which  office  he  poffeffied  to  his 
death. 

Mr.  Malone  has  infefted  an  edit- 

Yon.  XXXIX. 


pletely,  as  far  as  his  art  is  concern¬ 
ed,-  that  nothing  is  left  to  his  bio¬ 
grapher’s  ingenuity  and  penetration 
on  the  fubjeCt.  The  ingenuous 
manner  in  which  Sir  Jo  dm  a  con- 
feffies,  in  this  fragment,  his  incpn- 
ftancy  and  frequent  failures  in  co¬ 
louring,  is  charaileriftic  of.  the 
frank nefs  and  probity  of  his  nature. 

For  a  very  long  period,  Sir  jo- 
fnua  Reynolds  enjoyed  an  uninter¬ 
rupted  ftafe  of  good  health,  to 
which  his  cuftom  of  painting,  ftand- 
ing  (a  practice  which,  we  believe, 
he  firffi  introduced)  inav  be  flip- 
pofed  in  fome  degree  to  have  con¬ 
tributed  ;  at  lead:  by  this  means  he 
efcaped  thofe  diforaers  which  are 
incident  to.  a  fedentarv  life.  He 

y 

was  indeed,  in  the  year  1782,  dif- 
trefled  for  a  fhort  time  by  a  flight 
paralytic  affection  ;  which,  how¬ 
ever,  made  fo  little  impreliion  on 
him,  that  in  a  few  weeks  he  was 
perfectly  reffored,  and  never  after¬ 
wards  buffered  any  inconvenience' 
from  that  malady.  But  in  Inly 

v  •>  » 

1789,  when  he  had  very  nearly  fi- 
nifhed  the  portrait  of  Lady  Beau¬ 
champ  (now  Marchionefs  of  Hert¬ 
ford)  the  laft  female  portrait  he 
ever  painted,  he  for  the  firft  time 
perceived  his  fight  fo  much  affect  - 
ed,  that  he  found  it  difficult  to  pro¬ 
ceed  ;  and  in  a  few  months  after¬ 
wards,  in  fpite  of  the  aid  of  the 
molt  ikiifui  oculifts,  he  was  entirely 
deprived  of  the  fight  of  his  left  eye. 

After  fome  ftruggl&s,  left  his  re- 
maming  eve  fhouid  be  al-fo  affe&ed, 
he  determined  to  paint  no  more; 
which -to  him  was'  a  very  fe nous' 
If  *  misfortune^ 


- 

• 

r  • 
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misfortune,  fince  he  was  thus  de¬ 
prived  of  an  employment  that  af¬ 
forded  him  condant  amufement, 
and  which  he  loved  much  more 
for  its  own  fake  than  on  account 
of  the  great  emoluments  with  which 
the  practice  of  his  dr t  was  attended. 
Still,  however,  he  retained  his  ufual 
fpirits  ;  was  amufed  by  reading,  or 
hearing  others  read  to  him;  and 
partook  of  the  focietv  of  his  friends 
with  the  fame  pleafure  as  formerly  : 
Butin  October,  1791,  having  drong 
apprehenfions  that  a  tumor,  accom¬ 
panied  with  an  inflammation,  which 
took  place  over  the  eye  that  had 
perifhed,  might  affedt  the  other  al- 
fo,  he  became  fomewhat  deje&ed. 
Meanwhile  he  laboured  under  a 
much  more  dangerous  difeafe,  which 
deprived  him  both  of  his  wonted 
fpirits  and  his  appetite,  though  he 
Was  wholly  unable  to  explain  to  his 
phydeians  the  nature  or  feat  of  his 
diford er.  During  this  period  of 
great  affliction  to  all  his  friends,  his 
malady  was  by  many  fuppofed  to 
be  imaginary  ;  and  it  was  conceiv¬ 
ed  that,  if  he  would  but  exert  him- 
felf,  he  could  diake  it  off.  This 
inftance,  however,  may  ferve  to 
fhew,  that  the  patient  bell:  knows 
what  he  buffers;  and  that  few  long 
complain'  of  bodily  ailments  with¬ 
out  an  adequate  caufe  ;  for  at  length 
(but  not  till  about  a  fortnight  be¬ 
fore  his  death)  the  feat  of  his  difor- 
der  was  found  to  be  in  his- liver,  the 
inordinate  growth  of  which,  as  it 
afterwards  appeared,  had  incom¬ 
moded  all  the  functions  of  life ;  and 
of  this  difeafe,  which  he  bore  with 
the  greated  fortitude  and  patience, 
he  died,  after  a  confinement  of 
near  three  months,  at  his  houfe  in 
Teiceder-Fields,onThurfday  even¬ 
ing,  February  23d,  1792; 
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Differ  tat  ions  and  Mifcellaneous  Pieces  fZ-* 
lating  to  the  Hi/lory  and  Antiquities? 
the  Arts ,  Sciences ,  and  Literature  of 
Afia.  By  the  late  Sir  William  Jones ? 
and  others.  Vcls.  3  and  4,  London. 

IN  the  third  volume  of  this  publi¬ 
cation,  are  extracted  the  moft 
ufeful  and  entertaining  diflertations 
contained  in  the  AfiaticKefearches; 
among  which  the  editors  have  done 
jullice  to  their  own  tade,  and  to 
that  of  the  public,  by  a  well-judged 
partiality  to  the  eflays  of , the  late 
learned  and  ingenious  Sir  William 
Jones.  They  have  alfo  inferted  his 
admirable  preface  to  the  Hindu 
law,  though  not  contained  in  the' 
volume  from  which  the  other  pieces  ' 
are  feledted. 

The  fourth  volume,  from  the 
difficulty  and  expence  of  obtaining, 
books  from  India,  is  reprinted  ver¬ 
batim  from  the  Calcutta  quarto  edi¬ 
tion  %  and  does  infinite  credit  to  the 
Indudry  and  learning  of  our  coun¬ 
trymen  in  the  Ead  Indies;  whofe 
ardour  in  the  purfuit  of  ufeful 
knowledge  has  not  been  relaxed 
by  the  lofs  of  their  late  amiable  and 
ever  to  be  lamented  prefident. 

To  enumerate  all  the  articles 
that  compofe  thefe  volumes  would 
be  tedious ;  to  mention  the  bed, 
invidious:  we  can  onlv  fay  that  the 
perufal  of  them  cannot  but  afford 
great  pleafure  to  every  clafs  of 
readers,  from  the  variety  of  fubjecds 
treated  on,  and  from  the  general 
intereft  that  mud  be  excited  by 
the  accounts  of  the  manners  and 
cudoms  of  a  people,  though  dif- 
tant,  yet  living  under  the  fame 
happy  government  as  ourfelves. 

We  think  we  cannot  pay  a  bet¬ 
ter  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Sir 
William  Jones,  than  by  giving  our 

readers’- 
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readers  an  account  of  his  various 
ftudies  and  publications,  extracted 
from  the  eulogium  on  his  life  and 
writings  pronounced  by  his  luccef- 
for  Sir  John  Shore,  on  the  22d  of 
May,  1 7 94,  and  addrefled  to  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Society. 

“To  define  with  accuracy  the 
variety,  value,  and  extent  of  his  li¬ 
terary  attainments,  requires  more 
learning  than  I  pretend  to  poflefs ; 
and  I  am  therefore  to  folicit  your 
indulgence  for  an  imperfect  /ketch, 
rather  than  expedt  your 'approba¬ 
tion  for  a  complete  defcription  of 
the  talents  and  knowledge  of  your 
late  and  lamented  prefident. 

“  I  fiiall  begin  with  mentioning 
his  wonderful  capacity  for  the  ac- 
quifition  of  languages,  which  has 
never  been  excelled.  In  Greek 
and  Roman  literature,  his  early 
proficiency  was  the  fubjedt  of  ad- 
miration  and  applaufe ;  and  know¬ 
ledge  of  whatever  nature  once  ob¬ 
tained  by  him,  was  ever  afterwards 
progrefiive.  The  more  elegant 
dialects  of  modern  Europe,  the 
French,  the  Spanifh,  and  the  Ita¬ 
lian,  he  fpoke  and  wrote  with  the 
greatefl  fluency  and  precifion  ;  and 
the  German  and  Portuguefe  were 
familiar  to  him.  At  an  early  pe¬ 
riod  of  life,  his  application  to  ori¬ 
ental  literature  commenced ;  he 
ftudied  the  Hebrew  with  eafe  and 
fuccefs  ;  and  manv  of  the  moll 
learned  Afiatics  have  the  candour 
to  avow,  that  his  knowledge  of 
Arabic  and  Perfian  was  as  accurate 
and  extenfive  as  their  own :  he 
was  alfo  converfant  in  the  Turkifli 
idioms ;  and  the  Chinefe  had  even 
attracted  his  notice  fo  far  as  to  in¬ 
duce  him  to  learn  the  radical  cha¬ 
racters  of  that  language,  with  a 
view  perhaps  to  farther  improve¬ 
ments.  It  was  to  be  expected,  af- 
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ter  his  arrival  in  India,  that  he  would 
eagerly  embrace  the  opportunity 
of  making  himfelf  matter  of  the 
Sanfcrit  j  and  the  moft  enlightened 
profeflors  of  the  doctrines  of  Brah¬ 
ma  confefs  with  pride,  delight,  and 
lurprife,  that  his  knowledge  of  their 
facred  dialed  was  mott  critically 
corred  and  profound.  The  Pun¬ 
dits,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  at¬ 
tending  him,  when  I  faw  them  af¬ 
ter  his  death  at  a  public  Durbar, 
could  neither  fupprefs  their  tears 
for  his  lofs,  nor  find  terms  to  ex¬ 
press  their  admiration  of  the  won¬ 
derful  progrefs  he  had  made  in 
their  fciences. 

“  Before  the  expiration  of  his 
twenty-fecond  year,  he  had  com¬ 
pleted  his  Commentaries  on  the 
Poetry  of  the  Afiatics,  although  a 
confiderable  time  afterwards  elapf- 
ed  before  their  publication ;  and 
this  work,  if  no  other  monument 
of  his  labours  exilled,  would  at 
once  furnifh  proofs  of  his  confum- 
mate  fkill  in  the  oriental  dialeCts,  of 
his  proficiency  in  thofe  of  Rome 
and  Greece,  of  tafte  and  erudition 
far  beyond  his  years,  and  of  talents 
and  application  without  example. }> 

But  the  judgment  of  Sir  William 
Jones  was  too  difcerning  to  confi- 
der  language  in  any  other  light  than 
as  the  key  of  fcience;  and  he  would 
have  defpifed  the  reputation  of  a 
mere  linguift.  Knowledge  and  truth 
were  the  objedt  of  all  his  ftudies ; 
and  his  ambition  was  to  be  ufeful 
to  mankind.  With  thefe  views  he 
extended  his  refearches  to  all  lan¬ 
guages,  nations,  and  times. 

Such  were  the  motives  that  in¬ 
duced  him  to  propofe  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  this  country,  what  he 
juftly  denominated  a  work  of  na¬ 
tional  utility  and  importance,  the 
compilation  of  a  copious  Digeft  of 
I  i  2  Hindu 


zoo  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1797. 


Hindu  andMahommedanLaw,  from 
Sanfcrit  and  Arabic  originals,  with 
an  offer  to  fuperintend  the  compi¬ 
lation,  and  with  a  promife  to  tranf- 
late  it.  He  had  forefeen,  previous 
to  his  departure  from  Europe,  that, 
without  the  aid  of  fuch  a  work,  the 
wife  and  benevolent  intentions  of 
the  iegiflature  of  Great  Britain,  in 
leaving  to  a  certain  extent  the  na¬ 
tives  of  thefe  provinces  in  poflef- 
fion  of  their  own  laws,  could  not  be 
completely  fulfilled  ;  and  his  expe¬ 
rience.  after  a  fliort  refidence  in 
India,  confirmed  what  his  fagacity 
had  anticipated,  that,  without  prin¬ 
ciples  to  refer  to  in  a  language  fa¬ 
miliar  to  the  judges  of  the  courts, 
adjudications  amongft  the  natives 
mu  ft  too  often  be  fubjeflt  to  an  un¬ 
certain  and  erroneous  expofiiion, 
or  wilful  miftiiterpretation  of  their 
laws. 

“  To  tlse  fuperinfendarj.ee  of 
this  work,  which  was  immediately, 
undertaken  at  his  fuegeftion,  he  af- 

oo  7 

fiduoufly  devoted  thoie  hours  which 
he  could  fpare  from  his  profeffional 
duties.  After  tracing  the  plan  of 
the  jDigeit,  he  preferibed  its  ar¬ 
rangement  and  mode  of  execution, 
*_  •  > 

and  feleired  from  the  moft  learned 
Hindus  and  Mahommedans  fit  per- 
fons  for  the  talk  of  compiling  it. 
Flattered  by  his  attention,  and  en- 
cou  aged  by  his  applaufe,-  the  Fun¬ 
di  is  profecuted  their  labours  with 
cheerful  zeal  to  a  la  t  is  factory  con- 
eiufion.  The  Molavees  have  aifo 
nearly  fmifhed  their  portion  of  the 
work ;  but  we  muft  ever  regret, 
that  the  promifed  tranflation,  as 
■ft’ ell  as  the  meditated  preliminary 
diftertation,  have  beenfruftrated  by 
that  decree,  which  fo  often  inter¬ 
cepts  the  performance  of  human 
purpofesd’ 

During  the  com  feof  this  compi¬ 


lation,  and  as  an  auxiliary  to  it,  he 
was  led  to  ftudy  the  works  of  Me¬ 
nu,  reputed  by  the  Hindus  to  be 
the  oldeft  and  honed  of  legiflators 

o 

and  finding  them  to  comprife  a  fyf- 
tem  of  religious  and  civil  duties, 
and  of  law  in  all  Its  branches,  fp 
comprehend  ve  and  minutely  exact, 
that  it  might  be  coniidered  as  the 
inftitutes  of  Hindu  law,  he  prefen  t- 
ed  a  tranflation  of  them  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Bengal.  During  the 
fame  period,  deeming  no  labour 
exceflive  or  foperfluous  that  tended 
in  any  refpedt  to  promote  the  wel¬ 
fare  or  happinefs  of  rpankind,  he 
gave  the  public  an  Englifli  verfion 
of  the  Arabic  text  of  the  Sirajiyah, 
orMahommedanlaw  of  inheritance, 
with  a  commentary.  He  had  al¬ 
ready  publifhed  in  England,  a 
tranflation  of  a  tract  on  the  fame 
fubjeift  by  another  Mahommedan 
lawyer,  containing,  as  his  own 
words  exprefs,  4  a  lively  and  ek> 
gant  epitome  of  the  law  of  inherit¬ 
ance  of  Zaid.’ 

The  vanity  and  petulance  of 
Anquetil  du  Perron,  with  his  illibe¬ 
ral  reflections  on  fome  of  the  learn¬ 
ed  members  of  the  imiverflty  of 
Oxford,  extorted  from  him  a  letter 
in  the  French  language,  which  has 
been  admired  for  accurate  criticifm, 
juft  fatire,  and  elegant  compofttion. 
A  regard  for  the  literary  reputation 
of  his  country,  induced  him  to 
trapflate,  from  Per  flan  original,  in¬ 
to  French,  the  life  of  Nadir  Shah, 
that  it  might  not  be  carried  out  of 
England  with  a  reflection,  that  no 
perfon  had  been  found  in  the  Bri- 
tifli  dominions  capable  cf  translat¬ 
ing  it.  The  Undents  of  Tertian  li¬ 
terature  muft  ever  be  grateful  to 
him  for  a  grammar  of  that  language, 
in  which  he  has  ftmwn  the  pollibi- 
iily  of  combining  talte  and  elegance 


ACCOUNT  OF  BOOKS. 


with  the  preciiion  of  a  grammarian  • 
and  every  admirer  of  Arabic  poe¬ 
try  mu  ft  acknowledge  his  obliga¬ 
tions  to  him  for  an  Englifti  verfion 
of  the  feven  celebrated  poems,  fo 
well  known  by  the  name  of  Moal- 
lakat,  from  the  diftimftion  to  which 
their  excellence  had  entitled  them, 
of  being  fufpended  in  the  temple 
of  Mecca. 

“  Of  his  lighter  productions,  the 
elegant  amufements  of  his  leifure 
hours,  comprehending  hymns  on 
the  Hindu  mythology,  poems,  con¬ 
fining  chiefly  of  tranflaiions  from 
the  Aflatip  languages,  and  the  ver- 
flon  of  Sacontala,  an  ancient  In¬ 
dian  drama,  it  would  be  unbecom¬ 
ing  to  fpeak  in  a  ftyle  of  import¬ 
ance  which  he  did  not  himfeif  an¬ 
nex  to  them.  They  fliow  the  ac- 
tivity  of  a  vigorous  mind,  its  fer¬ 
tility,  its  genius,  and  its  tafte.  Nor 
fhall  I  particularly  dwell  on  the. 
difcourfes  addrefled  to  this  Society, 
which  we  have  all  perufed  or  heard, 
or  on  the  other  learned  and  inter- 
efting  differ tatioas  which  form  fo 
large  and  valuable  a  portion  of  the 
records  of  our  refearches.  Let  us 
lament  that  the  fpirit  which  dic¬ 
tated  them  is  to  us  exiindt,  and  that 
the  voice,  to  which  weiiftened  with 
improvement  and  rapture,  will  be 
heard  bv  us  no  more. 

j 

u  But  I  cannot  oafs  over  a  paper, 
which  has  fallen  into  my  pofleffion 
ft  nee  his  clem  he,  in  the  hand-writ¬ 
ing  of  Sir  William  Jones  himfeif, 
entitled  Deftderata,  as  more  explan¬ 
atory-  than  any  thing  I  can  fay  of 
the  com preher) five  views  of  his  en¬ 
lightened  mind.  It  contains,  as  a 
perufai  of  it  will  fliow,  whatever 
is  moft  curious,  important,  and  at¬ 
tainable  in  the  faiences  and  hif- 
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difquifitions  which  he  laid  before 

the  Societv. 

* 

M  I  have  hitherto  principally  con¬ 
fined  my  difeourfe  to  the  purfuits 
ol  our  late  prefident  in  oriental  li¬ 
terature,  which  from  their  extent 
might  appear  to  have  occupied,  all 
his  time;  but  they  neither  pre¬ 
cluded  his  attention  to  profeffional 
ftudies,  nor  to  fcience  in  general. 
Amongft  his  publications  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  in  polite  literature,  exclufive 
of  various  compofitions  in  profs 
and  verfe,  I  find  a  Tranflation  of  the 
Speeches  of  Ifams,  with  a  learned 
comment ;  and  in  law,  an  Effay  on 
the  Law  of  Bailments.  Upon  the 
fubjeeft  of  this  laft  work,  I  cannot 
deny  myfelf  the  gratification  of 
quoting  the  fentiments  of  a  cele¬ 
brated  hiftorian :  u  Sir  William 
u  Jones  has  given  an  ingenious  and 
u  rational  Efiay  on  the  Law  of  Baii- 
u  ments.  He  is  perhaps  the  only 
lawyer  equally  converfant  with 
“  the  year-books  of  Weftminfter, 
“  the  Commentaries  of  Ulpian* 
the  Attic  Pleadings  of  Ifaeus,  and 
“  the  fen  fences  of  Arabian  and 
“  Perfian  Cadhis.” 

“  His  profeffional  ftudies  did  not 
commence  before  his  twentieth 
year;  and  I  have  his  own  authority 
for  afterting,  that  the  ftrft  book  of 
Englifti  jurisprudence  which  he 
ever  ftudied,  was  Fortefcue’s  Efiay 
in  Praife  of  the  Laws  of  England. 

“  His  addrefles  to  the  jurors  were 
not  lets  diftinguifhed  for  philanthro¬ 
py  and  liberality  of  fentiment, 
than  for  juft  expofitions  of  the 
law,  perfpreuitv,  and  elegance  of 
di&ion ;  and  his  oratory  was  as 
captivating  as  his  arguments  were 
convincing;. 


“  In  an  Epilogue  to  hisCommen- 
torjes  of  India,  Arabia,  China,  and  taries  on  Afiaiic  Poetry,  he  bids 
Tartary;  fu hi  efts  which  he  had  farewell. to  polite  literature, -withoui 
already  moft  amply  difeufled.  in  the  rclinquiilung  his  afteftion  for  it 


and 
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and  concludes  with  an  intimation 
of  his  intention  to  ftudy  law,  ex- 
preffed  in  a  witli,  which  we  now 
know  to  have  been  prophetic. 

Mihi  fit,  oro,  non  inutilis  toga, 

Jsfec  indiferta  lingua,  nec  turpis  manus  ! 

44  I  have  already  enumerated  at¬ 
tainments  and  works,  which,  from 
their  diverfity  and  extent,  feem  far 
beyond  the  capacity  of  the  mod 
enlarged  minds ;  but  the  catalogue 
may  yet  be  augmented.  To  a  pro¬ 
ficiency  in  the  languages  of  Greece, 
Rome,  and  Aha,  be  added  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  philofophy  of  thofe 
countries,  and  of  everv  thing  cu¬ 
rious  and  valuable  that  had  been 
taught  in  them.  The  doCtrines  of 
the  Academy,  the  Lyceum,  or  the 
Portico,  were  not  more  familiar  to 
him  than  the  tenets  of  the  Vedas, 
the  myfticifm  of  the  Sufis,  or  the 
religion  of  the  ancient  Perfians ; 
and  whilfh,  with  a  kindred  genius, 
he  perufea  with-  rapture  the  heroic, 
lyric,  or  moral  compofitions  of  the 
moil  renowned  poets  of  Greece, 
Rome,  and  Afia,  he  could  turn  with 
equal  delight  and  knowledge  to  the 
fubiime  {peculations  or  mathema¬ 
tical  calculations  of  Barrow^  and 
Newton.  With  them  alfo  he  pro- 
fefied  his  conviction  of  the  truth  of 
the  Chridian  religion  ;  and  he  judly 
deemed  it  nc  inconfiderable  advan¬ 
tage  that  his  refearches  had  corro¬ 
borated  the  multiplied  evidence  of 
revelation,  by  confirming  the  Mo- 
laic  account  of  the  primitive  world. 

44  There  were,  in  truth,  few  fai¬ 
ences  in  which  he  had  not  acquired 
confiderable  proficiency ;  in  mod, 
his  knowledge  was  profound.  The 
theory  of  mufic  was  familiar  to  him  ; 
nor  had  he  negieCted  to  make  him- 
felf  acquainted  wdth  the  interefting 
difeoveries  lately  made  in  chemif- 
try  j  and  I  have  heard  him  afiert, 


that  his  admiration  of  the  bruCtufe 
of  the  human  frame  had  induced 
him  to  attend,  for  a  feafon,  to  a 
courfe  of  anatomical  lectures  de¬ 
livered  by  his  friend  the  cele¬ 
brated  Hunter : 

44  We  all  recolleCi,  and  can  refer 
the  following  fentiments  in  his 
Eighth  Anniverfary  Difeourfe. 

44  Theological  enquiries  are  no 
part  of  my  prefent  fubjeCt ;  but  I 
cannot  refrain  from  adding,  that 
the  collection  of  traCts  which  we 
call,  from  their  excellence,  the 
feriptures,  contain,  independently 
of  a  divine  origin^  more  true  fub- 
limitv,  more  exquifite  beauty,  purer 
morality,  more  important  hidory, 
and  finer  drains  both  of  poetry  and 
eloquence,  than  could  be  collected 
within  the  fame  compafs  from  all 
other  books  that  were  ever  com- 
pofed  in  any  age,  or  in  any  idiom. 
— The  twro  parts,  of  which  the  ferip¬ 
tures  confid,  are  connected  by  a 
chain  of  compofitions,  wrhich  bear 
no  refemblance  in  form  or  ftyle  to 
any  that  can  be  produced  from  the 
bores  of  Grecian,  Indian,  Perfian, 
or  even  Arabian  learning ;  the  an¬ 
tiquity  of  thofe  compofitions  no 
man  doubts,  and  the  undrained  ap¬ 
plication  of  them  to  events  long 
fubfequent  to  their  publication, 
is  a  foiid  ground  of  belief  that  they 
were  genuine  predictions,  and  con- 
fequently  infpired,” 

H  is  lad  and  favourite  purfuit  was 
the  ftudy  of  botany,  which  he  ori¬ 
ginally  began  under  the  confine¬ 
ment  of  a  fevere  and  lingering  dif- 
order,  which  with  mod  minds 
would  have  proved  a  difqualifica- 
tion  from  any  application.  It  con¬ 
stituted  the  principal  amufement 
of  his  leifure  hours. 

44  It  cannot  be  deemed  ufelefs 
9r  fuperfluoes  to.  inquire  by  what 
>  aits 
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arts  or  method  he  was  enabled  to 
attain  to  a  degree  of  knowledge 
almoft  Univerfal,  and  apparently 
beyond  the  power  of  man,  during 
a  life  little  exceeding  forty-feven 
years. 

44  The  faculties  of  his  mind,  by  na¬ 
ture  vigorous,  were  improved  by 
conftant  exercife  ;  and  his  memory, 
by  habitual  practice,  had  acquired  a 
capacity  of  retaining  whatever  had 
once  been  impreffed  upon  it.  To 
an  unextinguifhed  ardour  for  uni- 
verfal  knowledge,  he  joined  a  per- 
feverance  in  the  purfuit  of  it,  which 
fubdued  all  ohftacles.  His  ftudies 
began  with  the  dawn,  and,  during 
the  intermiffions  of  profeflional  du¬ 
ties,  v.  ere  continued  throughout  the 
day  :  —  reflection  and  meditation 
ftrengthened  and  confirmed  what 
induftry  and  inveftigation  had  ac- 
cumulated.  It  was  a  fixed  princi¬ 
ple  with  him,  from  which  he  never 
voluntarily  deviated,  not  to  be  de¬ 
terred  by  any  difficulties  that  were 
furmoun table,  from  profecuting  to 
a  fuccefsful  termination  what  he 
had  once  deliberately  undertaken. 

44  But  what  appears  to  me  more 
particularly  to  have  enabled  him  to 
employ  his  talents  fo  much  to  his 
own  and  the  public  advantage,  was 
the  regular  allotment  of  his  time, 
and  a  fcrupulous  adherence  to  the 
diftribution  which  he  had  fixed. 
Hence  all  his  ftudies  were  purfued 
without  interruption  or  confufion. 
Nor  can  I  here  omit  remarking, 
what  may  probably  have  attracted 
vour  obfervation  as  well  as  mine, 
the  candour  and  complacency  with 
which  he  gave  his  attention  to  all 
perfons,  of  whatfoever  quality,  ta¬ 
lents,  or  education  :  he  juftl)  con¬ 
cluded,  that  curious  or  important 
information  might  be  gained  even 


from  the  illiterate ;  and  wherever 
it  was  to  be  obtained,  he  fought 
and  feized  it. 

44  Of  the  private  and  focial  virtues 
of  our  lamented  prefident,  our  hearts 
are  the  bell  records.  To  you  who 
knew  him,  it  bannot  be  neceflary 
for  me  to  expatiate  on  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  his  integrity,  his  hu¬ 
manity,  probity,  or  benevolence-, 
which  every  living  creature  parti¬ 
cipated  ;  on  the  affability  of  his 
converfation  and  manners,  or  his 
mod  eft,  unaffuming  deportment : 
nor  need  I  remark  that  he  was  to¬ 
tally  free  from  pedantry,  as  well  as 
from  arrogance  and  felf-fufficiency, 
which  fometimes  accompany  and 
difgrace  the  greateft  abilities.  His 
prefence  was  the  delight  of  every 
fociety,  which  his  converfation  ex« 
hilerated  and  improved  ;  and  the 
public  have  not  only  to  lament  the 
lots  of  his  talents  and  abilities,  but 
that  of  his  example. 

44  To  him,  as  the  founder  of  our 
inftitution,  and  whilft  he  lived  its 
firmeft  fupport,  our  reverence  is 
more  particularly  due.  Inftrubled, 
animated,  and  encouraged  by  him, 
genius  was  called  forth  into  exer¬ 
tion,  and  modeft  merit  was  excited 
to  diftinguifh  itfelf.  Anxious  for 
the  reputation  of  the  Society,  he 
was  indefatigable  in  his  own  endea¬ 
vours  to  promote  it,  whilft  he  cheer¬ 
fully  aftifted  thofe  of  others.  In 
loflng  him,  we  have  not  only  been 
deprived  of  our  brighteft  ornament, 
but  of  the  guide  and  patron,  on 
whofe  inftru&ions,  judgment,  and 
candour,  we  could  moft  implicitly 
rely. 

‘4  But  it  will,  I  truft,  be  long,  very 
long  before  the  remembrance  of 
his  virtues,  his  genius,  and  abilities 
lofe  that  influence  over  the  mem¬ 
bers 
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foe'rs  of  this  Society,  which  his  liv-  venture  to  atlert,  he  would  have 
ing  example  had  maintained  ;  and  if,  replied,  “  By  exerting  yourfelves 
previous  to  his  demife,  he  had  been'  to  fupport  the  credit  of  the  So- 
allied  by  what  pofthumous  honours  ciety  applying  to  it  perhaps  t he 
or  attentions  we  could  belt  thow  dying  with  of  Father  Paul,  u  Efta 
our  refpedt  for  his  memory,  I  may  [wjictua” 


the  followingepitaph  was  written  by 

SIR  WILLIAM  DU  N  KIN. 

Gulielmus  Jones,  Eq.  Cur:  fup:  in  Bengal  ex  Judicibus unu 
Legtttn  peritus,  nchifque  Interpres, 

Omnibus  benignus, 

Nullius  Fautor, 

Yirlute,  Fortitudihe,  Suavitate  Morum 
Nemini  fecundus, 

Secnli  eruditi  longe  primus 
Ibat  ubi  folum  plura  cognofcere  Fas  eft 
27°  Apr.  H9-k 
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